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Geopolitical rivalry, terrorism
among threats facing Eurasia,

Nazarbayev tells Astana Club

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA - Astana Club, a
platform to debate public issues
based on Chatham House rules,
kicked off its fourth annual meet-
ing Nov. 12. The meeting focused
on challenges facing the Eurasian
region and the building of Eura-
sian strategic architecture. The
meeting gathered 50 leading ex-
perts, politicians and diplomats
from 33 countries.

Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev addressed the event’s
plenary session Nov. 13 outlining
key risks threatening the greater
region and ways to address them.

“First are the growing contradic-
tions between major powers that
intensify the instability of the cur-
rent global order, making global
events less predictable. We have

not witnessed such a confrontation
for quite a long time. The so-called
post-bipolar world order becomes
a thing of the past. We witness the
formation of Greater Eurasia,”
said Nazarbayev.

Escalating the geopolitical ri-
valry between China, Russia and
the United States also impacts the
Greater Eurasia context, he noted.

“Difficulties have always been
present in this strategic triangle if
we look back at history. Yet, the
ability to manage them has drasti-
cally weakened in the recent years.
Large scale crisis is more possible
than ever before,” said the Kazakh
President.

“The confrontation questions the
efficiency of global development
institutes and security in general.
The foundation for strategic stabil-
ity present since World War 1II is
shattering,” he said.
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Economic contradictions, in
what is known as trade wars, are
on the rise with an increasing
threat posed to global economies.

“One of such wars is unfolding
between the U.S. and China, to-
gether accounting for the third of
the world’s economy, 20 percent
of global exports and more than a
third of investment flow. This will
result in the economic downturn in
general and will worsen the situa-
tion in developing countries,” said
Nazarbayev.

Poverty and the unemployment
rate, he noted, will continue to rise,
turning into a fertile ground for ter-
rorism, migration and separatism.

The same scenario, he noted, un-
folded in Afghanistan.

The region is also vulnerable to
sanctions introduced by countries
unilaterally as a punitive measure
to counter sanctions.

Nazarbayev said some parts of
the Greater Eurasia may turn into
the scene of large-scale military
confrontation and the Middle East,
where instability is caused by the
Syrian crisis, political tensions in
Iraq, civil war in Libya and inter-
nal challenges, is among such re-
gions.

The breaking up of a land-
mark Iranian deal that, as Naz-
arbayev put it, was “achieved
in difficult circumstances” ex-
acerbates the situation. In May,
U.S. President Donald Trump
announced his country’s with-
drawal from the agreement
initially signed by the five
permanent members of the UN
Security Council: the United
States, the United Kingdom,
France, Russia and China, plus

Germany and Iran.
Continued on Page A3

Astana hosts CSTO Collective
Security Council summit

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA — The presidents and
heads of government of the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organisation
(CSTO) Council member states
met in Astana Nov. 8 to discuss re-
gional security, organisational op-
erations and summarise Kazakh-
stan’s chairmanship in 2018.

The meeting was attended by
presidents Nursultan Nazarbayev
of Kazakhstan, Alexander Lu-
kashenko of Belarus, Sooron-
bay Jeenbekov of Kyrgyzstan,
Vladimir Putin of Russia, Emoma-
li Rahmon of Tajikistan, acting
Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan, as well as CSTO Sec-
retary General Valery Semerikov
and defence and foreign ministers
of the six states.

The participants discussed in-
ternational and regional security,
as well as the interaction of CSTO
member states within the estab-
lishment and internationally.

Nazarbayev said it was impor-
tant to strengthen cooperation
within the CSTO and improve
mechanisms to ensure collective
security.

“The main political document
of the CSTO Summit in Astana
became the final declaration,
which reflects the objectives and
plans of the organisation for the
coming period. A statement ‘On
coordinated measures regarding
participants of armed conflicts on
the side of international terrorist

completed the work, introduced
by our Belarusian colleagues, on
the legal registration of the status
of the CSTO partner and the ob-
server. A corresponding package
of documents has been signed,”
said Nazarbayev.

The meeting approved action
plans to combat illegal migration
and coordinate information policy
in favour of the CSTO countries.

“Kazakhstan considers the
CSTO as an authoritative and
effective structure. This year
Kazakhstan successfully imple-
mented its priorities with the ac-
tive and comprehensive support
of the member states,” said Naz-
arbayev.

“The coordination council for

and military equipment was cre-
ated at the meeting of the CSTO
intergovernmental commission on
military-technical  cooperation,”
he said.

He also focused on the results
of joint work on countering cyber
threats and combating illicit drug
trafficking.

Nazarbayev stressed that during
Kazakhstan’s chairmanship, the
initiative on adoption of a univer-
sal code of conduct to achieve a
world free of terrorism, which was
approved by more than 70 coun-
tries, was implemented.

The CSTO chairmanship was
transferred from Kazakhstan to
Kyrgyzstan for the next inter-
sessional period of one year. Naz-
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Kyrgyz chairmanship will be held
at a high level and help develop the
organisation.

Earlier in the day, a joint meet-
ing of the Council of Foreign
Ministers (CFM), the Council of
Defence Ministers (CDM) and
the Committee of Secretaries of
the Security Councils (CSSC) of
the CSTO was held with the par-
ticipation of representatives from
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.

The meeting sought to strength-
en international and regional se-
curity, military cooperation and to
address current threats.

The next joint meeting of the
CFM, the CDM and the CSTO’s
CSSC and the summit will be in

President opens ALX s
first trading session

See story on Page A4.
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GDP grows 4.1 percent
in 10/ months of 2018

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA — Kazakhstan’s gross
domestic product (GDP) grew 4.1
percent in a ten-month period, re-
ported Minister of National Econ-
omy Timur Suleimenov at the Nov.
13 government meeting. Overall,
the economy has maintained a pos-
itive growth trend.

“The high investment activity,
a slowdown in inflation processes
and an increase in production in the
basic sectors of the economy con-
tributed to the economic growth.
Investment demand is also grow-
ing. Investments in fixed assets
increased by 20.8 percent. The
production increase amounted to
4.7 percent, with the growth of the
manufacturing industry outpacing
the mining industry,” he said.

The mining industry increased
by 4.6 percent due to increased
production in iron ore, coal and
lignite, natural gas, oil and non-
ferrous metal ore.

Construction industry growth
stabilised at 4.1 percent.

“The growth is due to an increase
in the construction of residential
buildings, industrial facilities, the
reconstruction of roads and the
modernisation of the Shymkent re-
finery,” he added.

Output is increasing in the non-
trading sector due to the expanded
real economic sector. Service produc-
tion grew by 4 percent, trade by 7.2
percent and transport by 4.5 percent.

International trade also showed

solid growth with an eight-month
increase of 21.6 percent. Exports
increased by 28.2 percent due to
the increased supply of oil and
natural gas, agricultural products,
aluminium and copper ores.

In the labour market, 414,500
people have been employed since
the beginning of the year. Salaries
are growing at a moderate pace,
with the average monthly sal-
ary increasing to 158,200 tenge
(US$422) in January — September.

Inflation was 0.4 percent in Oc-
tober, lower than the expected
forecast, said National Bank Chair-
man Daniyar Akishev. As a result,
annual inflation fell to 5.3 percent
compared to 7.7 percent in October
2017, the lowest rate since 2015.
Low inflation rates at the end of the
year will result in annual inflation
remaining within the 5-7 percent
target corridor.

The bank announced plans to
increase the base rate from 9 to
9.25 percent. The change allows
increasing demand for tenge and
assets and retaining convenient
conditions for cash loans.

Banks approved 2,900 loan appli-
cations for 35 billion tenge (US$94
million) as part of the 7-20-25
housing lending programme. The
National Bank conducts explana-
tory work among the population
through a 24/7 call centre. Baspa-
na, a Kazakh construction compa-
ny, will launch the project, which
will help to assess opportunities for
online programme participation in
the near future.

EBRD, EU and China

commit to tnvestment
cooperation in Central Asia

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA — The European Bank
for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) committed to closer
cooperation with China and the
European Union (EU) to attract
greater investment in Central Asia
at Beijing’s Nov. 14 Central Asia
Investment Forum (CAIF).

Hosted by the EBRD and the
People’s Bank of China (PBoC)
and sponsored by the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China, CAIF
gathered more than 600 leading
investors, policymakers, econo-
mists and experts from China and
abroad. Discussion panels centred

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to
Central Asia in the financial sector,
agribusiness, renewable energy
development, risk mitigation and
public-private partnership (PPP)
in infrastructure.

Attendees included EBRD
President Suma Chakrabarti, the
European Commissioner for In-
ternational Cooperation and De-
velopment Neven Mimica and
PBoC Deputy Governor Chen
Yulu, who agreed to enhance in-
vestment in the region. The par-
ties will build on institutions and
clients’ capacities, promote a pre-
dictable and level playing field
and incentivise green and inclu-
sive investment.
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Kazakhstan will support and incentivise
[T mnovation, says President

Staff Report

ASTANA - Kazakh innovators
in information technology (IT) are
to be incentivised and supported,
said Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev Nov. 6 at the Astana
Hub opening ceremony.

The President said the Astana
Hub is to become Kazakhstan’s
centre of innovation. To facilitate
this, users of the hub’s technopark
will enjoy a simplified visa re-
gime, greater labour mobility, tax
benefits and expert mentorship on
their start-ups.

“We need to create a new gen-
eration of IT talents, and our main
task is to help our smart and ca-
pable youth,” he said. “Support
toward private initiatives, pro-
gramming schools, Olympiads and
updated university curriculums is
to be provided.”

Nazarbayev further singled out
the importance of financial support
from the government and busi-
nesses for start-up implementa-
tion.

One of Astana Hub’s main foun-
dations is the Law on Venture Fi-
nancing, which entered into force
July 21 and eased visa procedures
and employment regimes for for-
eign technopark participants. The
first Kazakh business angels club
QazAngels will soon begin its
work, in which angel investors
will contribute their time, money
and connections to help entrepre-
neurs with their ventures.

Digitisation was contextualised
within the country’s broader indus-
trialisation efforts.

“The Internet of things, artificial
intelligence,  three-dimensional
printing technology and block-
chain infiltrate all spheres of life,”
the President noted. “Digitisation
has become a key factor in states’
development and competitiveness.
The world’s leading countries and

their associations, such as the G20
and the European Union, have all
adopted strategic documents on
digitisation.”

On his first official visit to Ka-
zakhstan, Estonian Prime Minis-
ter Jiiri Ratas was present at the
ceremony. Nazarbayev, stress-

ing Estonia’s experience in digi-
tal technologies, thanked Ratas
for participating in Astana Hub’s
launch. He concluded by urging all
to actively participate in the devel-
opment of innovative technology.

The Astana Hub international
technopark hopes to attract $67

billion in investments within the
next five years. It has signed a
memorandum with American seed
accelerator Techstars and estab-
lished connections with other in-
novation ecosystems in Belarus,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Ukraine and
Uzbekistan.
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Continued from Page A1

The EBRD is Central Asia’s
largest institutional investor with
approximately $14 billion com-
mitted to more than 750 projects
in private sector development. It
finances wind and solar power in
Kazakhstan and Mongolia, em-
powers female entrepreneurs in
Tajikistan, promotes sustainable
tourism in Uzbekistan, enhances
healthcare access in Kyrgyzstan
and supports small businesses in
Turkmenistan. With a 4.6 [eco-
nomic] percent growth rate fore-
cast in 2018, “there is much more
to Central Asia than traditional
carbon energy,” noted the bank’s
president.

The region is increasingly be-
coming an important bridge for
Asia-Europe trade and innovation
with initiatives such as the BRI,
China’s development strategy on
improving regional cooperation
and connectivity via land and mar-
itime networks.

“Central Asia is a region which
needs and wants to be better con-
nected to and integrated with the
wider global economy. It has the
potential to start playing the role
it once had as a key link between
the East and the West. The EBRD
can mobilise high-quality invest-
ment and develop business in the
region, and we also see an im-
portant role for Chinese investors
as demand remains huge,” said
Chakrabarti.

As a shareholder since 2016,
China enjoys greater investment
opportunities in the regions where

the EBRD operates, including
Central Asia. The bank began its
work in Kazakhstan in 1993, in-
vesting more than $8 billion in
PPPs, renewable energy regula-
tion, subsoil use, privatisation, in-
clusivity in the energy sector and
capital market development. BRI
investments in the country include
railroads, pipelines and a dry port
along its border to ship goods to
Europe.

China is to work with the other
parties in promoting ‘“renewable
energy, infrastructure and agribusi-
ness and risk mitigation coopera-
tion... under the BRI,” said Chen
commenting on the signature of
a memorandum of understanding
between the EBRD and the China
International Contractors Associa-
tion at the event.

Mimica reiterated the European
Union and Central Asia’s long-
standing partnership in trade, se-
curity, energy and connectivity
and their shared values of peace
and prosperity.

“The EU’s new strategy for
‘Connecting Europe and Asia’
is the latest example of our firm
commitment to boosting coopera-
tion with our Asian partners in key
areas like connectivity and sustain-
able development,” he said.

The partners’ commitments
are to also contribute to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment, given that “we are just over
a decade away from 2030 and our
promise to end poverty and ine-
qualities by achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals,” added
the commissioner.

Agreements worth
$1.7 billion signed at
Turkestan business forum

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA - Seventeen business
agreements worth $1.7 billion
were signed at the recent Ancient
Turkestan — New Opportunities
forum in Turkestan, said Regional
Akim (Governor) Zhanseit Tuime-
bayev at an Oct. 31 press confer-
ence.

Among the agreements is a
pledge by the Iranian company
Ardabil Petrochemical to invest
in the region’s $205 million on-
cology centre and in the construc-
tion of an oil refinery. The Chinese
company Changchun Longyuan
Power Equipment agreed to con-
tribute $648 million to the produc-
tion of power plants and goods.
The Shanghai Lianfu New Energy
Science & Technology Group will
build in a $340 million plant to
manufacture solar-powered elec-
tric buses. Green Land Alatau and
Russian investors will allocate
$180 million to build a green-
house.

“This year we attracted 163.5
billion tenge (US$440 million) in
investments. The forum was held
to develop the investment and
tourism attractiveness. More than
500 entreprencurs from 17 coun-
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tries attended the event,” said Tu-
imebayev.

Work is underway to create a
Turkistan special economic zone.
The land with full infrastructure
and tax incentives for 25 years is
expected to help incentivise pro-
jects in the tourism sector, con-
struction and industry.

Currently, nine industrial zones
operate in the region. The local fi-
nancial institutions have said they
are ready to co-invest up to $3 mil-
lion in projects with foreign capital.

The local administration, Ka-
zakh Invest national company and
Turkestan Invest are working to
launch 13 investment projects to-
talling $615 million. The projects
are expected to create 3,000 jobs.

Overall, it is planned to ensure
employment for 65,000 people as
part of the Enbek Productive Em-
ployment and Mass Entrepreneur-
ship Development Programme.
Some 58,700 residents have al-
ready received jobs and 7,953 peo-
ple took part in training.

The region will organise 168
events as part of the Ruhani Zhan-
gyru (Modernisation of Kazakh-
stan’s Identity) state programme,
the akim said.

“The head of state noted that
the Turkestan region is one of the

great achievements of spiritual
modernisation and set a task to
make Turkestan a spiritual centre
of the Turkic world. As a result,
we launched 21 tourist routes to
the sacred sites and cultural mon-
uments. We are developing the
Ontustik TourAudio mobile app
in several languages and special
videos about the sites included in
the Sacred Map of Kazakhstan and
of the Turkestan region. The QR
codes were installed at 35 tourist
sites. Yesterday, the millionth tour-
ist arrived in our city. He is from
the U.S. Compared to last year, the
number of tourists increased by
57.2 percent. We must effectively
use the potential of the region,” he
said.

The number of tourists is ex-
pected to reach five million by
2025 with the implementation of
the tourism industry development
concept 2018-2025.

Three hotels, a hostel, two sana-
toriums and a travel company will
be built in the region. By the end of
this year, 14 tourist facilities will
be launched including hotels, rec-
reation areas and sanatoriums. The
Kaskasu mountain-skiing base and
beach tourism will be improved at
the Shardara reservoir. The Sarya-
gash resort will be expanded.

NATIONAL
NEWS IN BRIEF

More than 15,000 fires have
been registered annually in the
country in the past years, re-
ported Kazinform. Since 2015,
3,319 people have been injured
and 1,410 died. Material damage
to the properties was approxi-
mately 12 billion tenge (US$32
million). The highest number of
fires has been observed in the
Almaty, East Kazakhstan, Kara-
ganda and Kostanai regions.
“Currently, 422 fire stations op-
erate and more than half of these
are located in buildings that
do not meet the requirements.
Twenty-three of these are in dis-
repair and are subject to demo-
lition. We need to build 137 ad-
ditional facilities, including 111
in urban and 23 in rural areas,”
said Minister of Internal Affairs
Kalmukhanbet Kassymov at the
Nov. 12 government meeting.

Huawei Technologies pre-
sented its innovative demo cen-
tre Nov. 6 at the Astana Hub.
The company intends to invest
in cloud computing, Internet of
Things, big data, mobile broad-
band, software-defined networks
and other promising areas to cre-
ate an open, flexible and secure
information and communication
technology infrastructure. “Hua-
wei is committed to becoming
the best partner for building a
digital society and an indus-
trial digital transformation. The
opening of the innovation centre
is the major step. We are ready to
provide help and support to im-
prove competitiveness in Central
Asia and around the world. It
is not just a project, but a long-
term investment in the Kazakh
IT market, an intellectual contri-
bution to the digitisation of the
country’s economy,” said Hua-
wei Technologies Kazakhstan
General Director Zhang Qing-
guo.

Two cotton processing plants
using more than 6 billion tenge
(US$16 million) will be launched
in the Turkestan region, reported
the Turkestan Invest press ser-
vice. “The production capac-
ity of the first plant is 150,000
tonnes per year. Approximately
250-300 jobs will be created.
The plant will be opened in late
November. The products will be
exported to China. An Uzbek
company invested 890 million
tenge (US$2 million) in the sec-
ond plant. The facility is located
on an area of 10 hectares in the
Shardara industrial zone and 50
workplaces are expected. Cur-
rently, the construction and in-
stallation works are underway.
The launch of the first phase is
scheduled for December,” ac-
cording to the release.

The Ministry of Social Devel-
opment will release the road map
to execute the Year of Youth, ac-
cording to its press service. “We
identified 11 key areas that we
would like to implement in the
coming year. It includes the de-
velopment of youth infrastruc-
ture, education, employment,
health, affordable housing, busi-
ness development and improving
financial literacy, legal culture,
increasing the level of intoler-
ance to corruption, strengthening
the sense of patriotism, support-
ing talented youth, developing
youth non-governmental organi-
sations and informational sup-
port and state youth policy,” said
Minister Darkhan Kaletayev.

Beginning Jan. 1, Kazakhstan
will introduce a value-added
tax (VAT) checking account on
a voluntary basis for VAT pay-
ers using blockchain technology.
“VAT payers can open a bank
account used for separate ac-
counting of money transfer on
VAT amounts. A separate mode
of transactions will be applied
to these accounts by limiting the
type of transactions performed
for crediting VAT amounts to
the Counterparty VAT Control
Account for mutual settlements
between buyers and suppliers for
the supply of goods and paying
VAT to the budget,” according to
the release.
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EXTERNAL
NEWS IN BRIEF

Kazakhstan will bid to host the
2023 World Petroleum Congress,
an important event in the global
oil and gas industry organised
every three years to provide an
opportunity for industry players
and experts to discuss innovations,
technologies and key issues in the
field. The decision was adopted
unanimously during the 23rd meet-
ing of the KazEnergy Association
of Oil, Gas and Energy Complex,
whose chair Timur Kulibayev said
2018 has been productive for the
country’s energy sector. In Octo-
ber, Kazakhstan hosted the World
Petroleum Council meeting that
gathered more than 800 delegates
from 51 countries. “All delegates
indicated the high level of organi-
sation of the meeting and noted
that Astana could rightfully bid for
hosting the World Petroleum Con-
gress scheduled for 2023,” he said.

Senior diplomats, representa-
tives of academia, experts and
students gathered at Oxford Uni-
versity for the Oxford Silk Road
Society panel session on Central
Asia and regional security, politics,
economy, culture and education.
Kazakh Ambassador to the U.K.
Erlan Idrissov and Uzbek Ambas-
sador Alisher Shaihov attended the
gathering, where Idrissov briefed
participants on Kazakhstan’s vi-
sion about fundamental political
and economic processes unfold-
ing in the region. Regional ties
are going through significant posi-
tive changes and the importance
of the region in global politics is
growing, he said, emphasising the
rekindling of regional ties and in-
creasingly frequent political dia-
logue of Central Asian countries.
He stressed the importance of the
first informal meeting of Central
Asian leaders in March in Astana.

Kazakhstan participated in the
11th Korea-Central Asia Coop-
eration Forum Nov. 6-7 in Seoul.
The forum, first convened in 2007
at South Korea’s initiative, joined
five Central Asian countries and
South Korean government repre-
sentatives to explore cooperation
prospects in energy, transport and
logistics, water resources, environ-
ment, health and culture. The pro-
gramme also featured a business
competition, where Dmitriy Tyo,
cardiologist from Petropavlovsk
in northern Kazakhstan, won third
place for his website and mobile
app meant to connect citizens,
medicine organisations and medi-
cine producers. The Kazakh del-
egation suggested organising the
next forum in Astana.

Kazakhstan took part in the sec-
ond round of Moscow consultations
on Afghanistan, which gathered
deputy foreign ministers, special en-
voys and observers from Afghani-
stan, China, India, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajik-
istan, the United States and Uzbeki-
stan. Initiated by Russia, the first
meeting was organised in Septem-
ber in the country’s effort to bring
the Afghan government and Taliban
to the negotiating table. Opening the
meeting, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov expressed hope it
will help seek solutions to national
reconciliation and peace talks in Af-
ghanistan emphasising the growing
threat from Daesh. Though refus-
ing to attend the September meet-
ing, Afghanistan send several High
Peace Council officials to the sec-
ond session. The Kazakh delegation
was headed by First Deputy For-
eign Minister Mukhtar Tleuberdi,
who reiterated the importance of
reaching stability in Afghanistan for
Central Asia and stressed the need
to bring Afghanistan into regional
cooperation processes.

Kazakh tourism companies pre-
sented Travel to Kazakhstan at the
34th international Philoxenia tour-
ism exhibition in Thessaloniki, the
second largest city in Greece and
one of the world’s popular destina-
tions. The three-day event featured
615 exhibitors from 22 countries
and attracted visitors from 47 na-
tions. Kazakhstan participated for
the first time in the Mediterranean
region exhibit. Its stand, displaying
the nation’s tourism destinations,
nature and culture, was accompa-
nied by performances of Kazakh
folk songs and national games.

Slovak Prime Minister visits Kazakhstan,
attends business forum

By Almasbek Zhumadilov

ASTANA - Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev and Slovak
Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini dis-
cussed bilateral trade and economic
cooperation Nov. 15 in Astana dur-
ing Pellegrini’s first official visit to
Kazakhstan.

“I believe that your visit will give
a new impetus to the development
of mutual relations,” said Naz-
arbayev.

Pellegrini praised Kazakhstan’s
growing international role.

“Kazakhstan has a great authority
in the field of international relations.
We highly appreciate the stabilising
role of Kazakhstan in solving many
international issues,” he said.

Pellegrini said the countries
should expand bilateral trade and
economic relations and increase co-
operation in agriculture and transit
and logistics, including within the
Belt and Road initiative.

Pellegrini also discussed with
Kazakh Prime Minister Bakytzhan
Sagintayev expanding cooperation
in trade, economic, cultural and
humanitarian affairs, energy, agri-
culture, engineering, transit, joint
investment projects and tourism.

Slovakia plans to open two cen-

tres for simplified obtaining of
Schengen visas for Kazakh citizens
in Kazakhstan.

Sagintayev noted growing bilat-
eral trade and said Kazakhstan is in-
terested in Slovak experience in the
automotive industry, alternative and
renewable energy sources and green
economy, energy infrastructure and
nuclear energy.

Bilateral trade in 2017 grew 40
percent over 2016 to $53 million.
In January-August 2018, trade vol-
umes reached $33.5 million and the
inflow of Slovak direct investment
from 2005 to the second quarter of
2018 totalled $20.6 million.

Pellegrini noted Kazakhstan was
key partner for Slovakia in Central
Asia and that Slovak companies are
involved in large energy and infra-
structure projects in Kazakhstan.

The Slovak Prime Minister also

thanked Kazakhstan for protecting
investors and exempting them from
double taxation.

Sixty-two legal entities, branches
and representative offices with Slo-
vak participation are registered in
Kazakhstan.

Slovakia will chair the Organisa-
tion for Security and Cooperation
(OSCE) in Europe in 2019 and Pel-
legrini said his country is interested
in Kazakhstan’s experience as 2010
chair, during which Kazakhstan or-
ganised the first OIC Summit in 11
years.

Pellegrini also led a delegation
of 70 Slovak business and govern-
ment representatives to the Nov. 15
Kazakh-Slovak Business Forum
in Astana. The forum gathered ap-
proximately 120 business people
from both countries.

Sagintayev told the gathering

Slovakia is a key partner for Ka-
zakhstan in Central Europe and said
the countries have in common an
agro-industrial economic orienta-
tion of the economies, a developed
human potential and a favourable
geographical location.

Sagintayev outlined priority areas
to increase cooperation, including
manufacturing and non-primary
exports. Kazakhstan also seeks to
expand elements of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution, including 3D
printing, online trade, mobile bank-
ing, digital services, automation, ro-
botisation, artificial intelligence and
the exchange of big data.

Sagintayev also said Kazakhstan
seeks to use new technologies and
processing techniques to expand ag-
ricultural productivity and increase
exports.

He also noted that Kazakhstan is a
member of the Eurasian Economic
Union with a population of more
than 180 million people with no
customs borders, and other major
international economic cooperation
organisations

He noted that tax burdens have
been lessened and that procedures
for public-public partnerships have
been simplified. He also said Ka-
zakhstan has improved migration
and labour laws and simplified pro-

cedures for these activities. He also
noted Kazakhstan has set up struc-
tures, such as the Foreign Investors
Council under the President and the
Council for the Improvement of the
Investment Climate to protect for-
eign investors. These procedures,
Sagintayev told the gathering, con-
tributed to Kazakhstan jumping to
28th on the 2019 World Bank Doing
Business ranking,

Sagintayev invited the Slovak
businesses to participate in joint
projects, including in Kazakhstan’s
large-scale privatisation of the ma-
jor national companies.

Pellegrini said that Slovak entre-
preneurs are interested in investing
in Kazakhstan and that the Slovak
government wants to expand eco-
nomic relations through joint in-
vestments and projects.

“There are industries in the en-
ergy sector in which we see the
greatest potential, including the
renewable sources, mechanical en-
gineering, mining equipment, oil
and gas, water purification technol-
ogy, as well as food production and
many others. Therefore, the firms
that are present here represent pre-
cisely these areas,” said Pellegrini,

Diplomatic relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Slovakia were estab-
lished Jan. 1, 1993.

Astana Club presents 2019 Global Risks

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — Astana Club Inter-
national discussion platform held
the first day of a Nov. 12-13 meet-
ing presenting 2019 Global Risk
rating for Eurasian region. The rat-
ing distinguishes ten major risks
for the region that need to be ad-
dressed for the Eurasian integrity
and peacebuilding.

The date of the Astana Club
meeting is a symbolic date. Hun-
dred years ago, Nov. 11 was the
end of the First World War that led
to large-scale territorial changes
in Eurasia. According to organis-
ers, currently Eurasia is once again
facing important changes and dif-
ficult issues that need to be ad-
dressed by the world community.
The first step to the integrity is to
identify key issues and risks in the

region, which is presented in 2019
Global Risks rating.

“Today is symbolic date. We
present our wonderful report one
day after the celebration of 100
years of the end of the First World
War. Many experts say that world
system is experiencing the process
of misbalance. Risks grow and
instability grows, even in such a
stable region as Central Asia ...
The product that is presented to-
day [the rating] is of high quality.
I travel around the world and saw
many reports... and this is a great
achievement,” said Atlantic Coun-
cil’s Senior Expert Ariel Cohen at
the press conference.

The purpose of the rating is to
assess current geopolitical and
geo-economic processes both in
the Eurasian region and throughout
the world. According to Institute
of World Economics and Politics

(IWEP) Director Yerzhan Salty-
bayev, although the identified ten
risks do not directly influence Ka-
zakhstan, their impact is significant.

Among major ten risks are the
relationship between global powers
such as Russia, the U.S. and China
including the escalation of the con-
frontation between China and the
U.S. degradation of relations be-
tween Russia and the West. The list
also includes trade wars, the war in
the Middle East, “defrosting” hot
spots in Eurasia, growth of separa-
tism and ethno-confessional con-
flicts, aggravation of environmental
and water challenges, strengthen-
ing and evolution of cyber threats,
the beginning of a new arms race
and risk of major nuclear and man-
made disasters.

“This rating was made by IWEP.
During the research, opinions of
more than 30 experts from around

the world were collected and ap-
proximately 1,000 experts partici-
pated in the survey, the results of
which helped us to identify major
ten global risks 0of 2019... The aim
of the rating is to attract attention
of the world’s politics and experts
to the trending issues and to dis-
cuss solutions to these issues on
the Astana Club discussion,” said
Expert of IWEP Zhanibek Arynov.

According to Cohen, although
the rating distinguishes major
risks, the political and economic
issues in the region should be con-
sidered from different perspectives
and in deeper context.

“Many talk about trade wars, I,
unfortunately, see this not only in
this context; it is also perspectives
of the growth of People’s Republic
of China, its economic and mili-
tary growth and growth of com-
petition between China and the

rating

U.S... Dialogue between the U.S.
and China should include not only
trade issues, but [ways] to prevent
confrontation in South China Sea
[or] agreement on medium-range
missiles,” noted Cohen.

The participants also noted the
role of the platform in global dia-
logue.

“Astana Club is a unique plat-
form not for the balance of powers,
but balance of ideas,” said Eurasian
Studies Institute’s Director and
Shanghai University International
Relations and Public Administra-
tion School’s Professor Yan Chen.

The club is an international dis-
cussion platform in the format of a
political forum that brings together
leading experts, politicians and
diplomats from around the world.
The focus of the experts is to dis-
cuss the challenges in Eurasia in
times of crises and uncertainty.

Geopolitical rivalry,

Continued from Page A1

International terrorism and ex-
tremism continue to pose signif-
icant threats to international se-
curity and stability, the Kazakh
leader continued.

Cyber security is turning into a
new dimension of global stabil-
ity. With cyber attacks being able
to seize control over facilities
and other strategic objects, Naz-
arbayev stressed the importance of
guarding against such attacks.

He once again made of passion-
ate plea to the countries to step up
efforts towards achieving a nuclear
weapons-free world.

Nazarbayev said the world is
getting closer to repeating the
Cuba crisis scenario, referring
to the recent advancement of the
NATO forces and deployment of
new bases and military infrastruc-
ture closer to Russian borders.

As he went on to propose vari-
ous solutions in order to bolster
global security, the Kazakh Presi-
dent suggested updating the 1975
Helsinki Act, once a turning point
in the Cold War signed by 35 na-
tions at the height of the Cold War.

He proposed organising a con-
ference in 2020 for the purpose of
discussing this possibility that will
also mark the document’s 40th an-
niversary.

“We understand that coming to
a new agreement will not be easy.
It is rational to start preparing for
final negotiations already in 2019.
Kazakhstan is ready to initiate this
event, as we organised the first in
this century OSCE (Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-

rope) summit in Astana. As usual,
many things will depend on the po-
sition of great powers. In this regard,
I would like to call on the big states
to join efforts to reach a new agree-
ment,” said Nazarbayev.

He underlined the need to build a
trust-based dialogue between nucle-
ar powers and step up negotiations
to decrease nuclear arsenals and cre-
ate nuclear weapon-free zones.

To address growing trade tensions,
the countries should sit at the table
for negotiations under the auspices
of the World Trade Organisation.

“Astana will host the ministerial
meeting of this organisation in 2020.
We see the solution in the formation
of uniform fair rules for trade and
investment cooperation. Of course,
there is still the need to reaffirm intel-
lectual property rights, develop flexi-
ble and effective rules for the transfer
of technologies,” said Nazarbayev.

He also believes Asia needs its
own collective security organisation.

“It is a matter of time. The Kazakh
initiative of the Conference on In-
teraction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) that cur-
rently includes 30 countries in the
Asian continent may serve as the
foundation for future security and
cooperation organisation in Asia. To
this purpose, as the first step, I sug-
gest organising a joint consultative
meeting of the OSCE, CICA and
ASEAN (Association of South East
Asian Nations) regional forum on
security,” he said.

Nazarbayev highlighted the im-
portance of organising a Eurasian
security conference, similar to the
Munich Security Conference taking
place in Munich since 1963.

terrorism

The sixth proposal elaborated
by the President stresses the need
for the international community to
develop a Global strategy of coop-
eration in the development of in-
formation space.

Existing global order is chal-
lenged in many ways, said former
Director General of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency and
Nobel Peace Prize winner Mo-
hamed ElBaradei speaking imme-
diately after Nazarbayev.

“Violence and polarisation be-
tween and within nations is spread-
ing. Inequality is more flagged. In-
ternational law and institutions are
losing authority and influence. Our
global security system is strained
and instead of looking for multilat-
eral dialogue and collective secu-
rity, we are relying more and more
on confrontation and unilateral use
of force and, at best, sanctions,”
said ElBaradei.

Countries continue to rely on nu-
clear weapons, in what he described
as the “most horrifying component
of global security system,” as a
source of security and influence.

“We remain hostage for our sur-
vival on mutual assured destruc-
tion doctrine, which is dangerous,
unsustainable and naive. It is a
doctrine grounded on the premise
that those who have nuclear weap-
ons are more equal than others and
is subject to inevitable human fal-
libility and miscalculation. Yet, to-
day there are 15,000 nuclear weap-
ons and 2,000 are on high alert,” he
said, praising Kazakhstan and Naz-
arbayev personally for the commit-
ment to eliminating nuclear weap-
ons and the contribution to date.

among threats...

Countries are prisoners of his-
tory and geography, said former
Afghan president Hamid Karzai,
referring to his country’s geo-
graphical location that could be
regarded by some as blessing and
sometimes as a curse.

“We are a Central Asian country.
We are also a South Asian country.
If you see our linkages to Iran and
Turkey, we are also a West Asian
country. This combination brings
Afghanistan to its very particular
situation,” he said, highlighting
a centuries-long rivalry between
major powers and the rising terror-
ism activities in the country.

“Prolongation of war, continua-
tion of extremism, increasing vio-
lence and terrorist organisation, ar-
rival of Daish in Afghanistan. All of
these gave rise to suspicion, espe-
cially among big powers. This poses
our country with tremendous chal-
lenges that we can only overcome
by being wiser ourselves as Afghans
and by conducting ourselves more
equitable wiser with our neighbours,
region and big powers,” he said.

Afghanistan needs to learn a deli-
cate balancing, he said, referring to
Kazakhstan’s famed multi-vector
policy. Though problems persist,
there is still hope, he added.

“The recent American initiative
to launch a peace process with the
Taliban and also the Russian initia-
tive of the Moscow dialogue format.
We in Afghanistan hope that these
two major powers will join hands
and that these two initiatives by two
important countries for us will also
be assisted by China, India, Iran, and
Pakistan especially and our friends
and brothers, Turkey,” he said.

In his remarks, Karzai thanked
Nazarbayev for Kazakhstan’s sup-
port of Afghanistan, including
the country’s programme to offer
1,000 Afghans an opportunity to
study in Kazakhstan.

Karzai also noted the country’s
important role in encouraging dia-
logue between the sides.

Former Turkish Prime Min-
ister Ahmet Davutoglu, in turn,
stressed the multi-level and multi-
dimensional nature of the current
global situation.

“It is multilevel because we have
national, regional and global aspects.
It is multidimensional, because we
have security, economic, cultural
consequences of the crisis,” he said.

Global order has not witnessed
an inclusive restructuring since the
Cold War, said Davutoglu.

“There has not been any sophis-
ticated approach to reorganising
international structures, interna-
tional organisations, UN reform.
We have regional instabilities and
global crisis. The system itself'is in
crisis which is supposed to solve
the crisis,” he said, emphasising
the need for an inclusive approach
to handling the crisis.

Davutoglu said the countries
could benefit from regional initia-
tives, including the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

“We need a geopolitical stability,
not ceasefire, but sustainable peace.
We need geoeconomic interdepend-
ency like BRI, which all of us from
East Asia, China up to Turkey and
West Asia could benefit from. We all
will be winners from this project,”
said the Turkish politician, scholar
and diplomat.
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President opens AIX’s first trading session

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA - Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev launched
the first trading session on the
Astana International Exchange
(AIX) Nov. 14, coinciding with the
25th anniversary of tenge, the na-
tional currency, reported the press
service of the Astana International
Financial Centre (AIFC).

The Kazatomprom national
atomic company, which produces
20 percent of the world’s uranium,
became the first company to be
listed on the stock exchange.

Nazarbayev said the national
currency helped create the coun-
try’s financial system and ensure
economic sovereignty.

“Since then, the economy grew
significantly, and people’s stand-
ard of living increased. The major
reforms are being implemented
in the country. The launch of the
AIFC is a major step in the sustain-
able development of our country,”
he said.

The AIFC should become the
main financial hub of the region
and one of the leading financial
centres in Asia.

“The financial centre gave
Astana a new status of a financial
capital. Astana’s position rose by
27 points in the Global Financial
Centres Index (GFCI). Astana will
continue to develop as a smart city

providing comfortable conditions
for its residents and visitors,” said
the President.

“We plan to place the shares of
Kazakhtelecom, Air Astana, Ka-
zMunayGas and other national
companies on the stock exchange
in the future. The AIFC will make
its contribution to attracting for-
eign capital and bringing the stock
market to a new level. We invited
leading partners and experts and
created favourable conditions for
its participants,” he said.

All the initiatives seek to im-
prove the lives of the population
and increase Kazakhstan’s com-
petitiveness.

“Today, we take a major step.
The Kazatomprom national com-
pany successfully placed its shares
for the initial public offering on
the London Stock Exchange and
the AIFC Exchange. Foreign and
domestic investors showed inter-
est in this. Some 49 foreign, 16 do-
mestic legal entities and 2,700 Ka-
zakh citizens took part in the IPO,”
said Chairman of the Board of the
Samruk Kazyna Sovereign Wealth
Fund Akhmetzhan Yessimov.

According to Kazatomprom, the
price for one share was $11.60 per
GDR. About 7.8 million shares of
the company are available on the
AIX.

“This year, the AIFC ranks 61
and we plan to join the top 50

international financial centres in
the next three years. Eighty-eight
companies have already regis-
tered and we plan that up to 500
companies will be registered by
the end of 2020. The first transac-
tions were launched on our stock
exchange. We successfully placed
the bonds of Kazakhtelecom na-
tional company. Today, our stock
exchange serves as a launching
platform for trading the shares of
Kazatomprom. And we hope that

the AIFC will be the same launch-
ing platform as Baikonur for the
space industry,” said AIFC Gover-
nor Kairat Kelimbetov.

“Local and international inves-
tors are interested in our company.
Our list of shareholders now in-
cludes Kazakh investors and lead-
ing international investment funds.
We are ready to share the success
and future of the company’s share-
holders with our shareholders and
lead the company forward for the

benefit of our country,” said Chair-
man of the Board of Kazatomprom
Galymzhan Pirmatov.

The AIX was established in
2017 as part of the 100 Concrete
Steps Plan of the Nation. Current-
ly, 11 local and global brokers are
working on the AIX. The AIX’s
shareholders include AIFC, Gold-
man Sachs, Shanghai Stock Ex-
change, the Silk Road Fund and
NASDAQ, which also provides
the trading platform for AIX.

Kazakhstan supports extending

Staff Report

ASTANA - Kazakh Vice Min-
ister of Energy Magzum Mir-
zagaliyev recently affirmed Ka-
zakhstan’s support for extending
OPEC+ output cuts in 2019.

OPEC and non-OPEC coun-
tries agreed in November 2016
in Vienna to cut oil production
by 1.8 million barrels per day,
corresponding to roughly two

percent of global oil production.
The move was meant to ease a
global supply glut and push up
oil prices that dropped below $30
in early 2016. The drop came as
China experienced an economic
slowdown and the United States
increased oil output as a shale oil
producer.

Though the deal came into
force in January 2017 over an in-
itial six-month period, the coun-
tries, are close to entering the

third year with no definite end in
sight.

“This cooperation and agree-
ment were very right and timely. It
worked both in the interest of oil
exporting countries and oil import-
ers. All have been winners,” Mir-
zagaliyev said.

The OPEC and non-OPEC Joint
Ministerial Monitoring Committee
met in Abu Dhabi with no firm de-
cisions reached.

The next full OPEC meeting is

OPEC deal in 2019

scheduled for Dec. 6 in Vienna,
where the countries are expected
to decide whether stay the course
or cut output.

Mirzagaliyev said in case coun-
tries agreed to cut production, Ka-
zakhstan stands for taking Octo-
ber-November levels.

The monitoring ministerial com-
mittee, however, is considering
several options.

“These could be some average
number from the beginning of

2018 until October, inclusively. It
could also be three months from
August to October. These are the
questions that are still need to be
discussed,” he added.

The vice minister also said Ka-
zakhstan will bring up the possi-
bility of special conditions for the
country’s largest Kashagan project
launched at the end of 2016 with
its expectation for growing pro-
duction volumes at Kashagan next
year.

Latest IMF report highlights need for

reform 1n Central

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA — The Caucasus and
Central Asia (CCA) region demon-
strated a dynamic and remarkable
4.1-percent economic growth in
2017 over the 2.5-percent increase
in 2016 and the latest Regional
Economic Outlook for the CCA
released by the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) forecasts growth to
stabilise at 4 percent in 2018-2019
and approximately 4.1 percent in
the mid-term.

The countries, however, should
not relax and must renew their ef-
forts to improve the budget situa-
tion and continue reforms, said IMF
Deputy Director for the Middle East
and Central Asia Juha Kahkonen
in an interview with The Astana
Times.

Rising commodity prices, in-
creasing fiscal spending and strong
external demand facilitated the
growth. The surge in commodity
prices, which IMF expects to fade,
should not lead countries to post-
pone their reforms.

“It is important for governments
not to expect that this will continue.

There should be no complacency
and given that governments used
the reserves that they had to stimu-
late the economy during the previ-
ous downturn, they should now start
to create savings again,” he said.

The IMF forecast for Kazakh-
stan’s economic growth among ma-
jor oil exporters is 3.7 percent this
year, close to the 3.8 percent expect-
ed by the government. The country
benefited from increased demand
for metals and agricultural products,
said the report.

Report indicates rising
external risks

“Lower commodity prices as-
sociated with a weaker global

Juha Kahkonen

outlook would also worsen the ex-
ternal and fiscal positions of coun-
tries in the region. While financial
linkages with advanced economies
are relatively limited, an unexpect-
ed tightening of global financial
conditions could also lead to capi-
tal flow reversals and sharp move-
ments of exchange rates,” it added.

Kahkonen noted countries need
to galvanise efforts to address new
risks, including monetary tighten-
ing of U.S. and global trade ten-
sions that could produce a nega-
tive impact through their effect on
commodity prices and economic
growth of key trading partners of
the region.

“Countries need to take ac-
tions to shelter themselves from
these pressures. But even if these
risks do not materialise, countries
should take action to raise growth
in the medium to longer term, be-
cause otherwise they will not catch
up any time soon with internation-
al competitors,” he said.

Flexible exchange rates, which
he defined as “a natural shock ab-
sorber,” are central to protecting
countries from external shocks and
ensuring greater monetary inde-
pendence.

Kazakhstan relinquished control
of its currency in August 2015,
switching to a floating exchange
rate in response to the economic
woes of its major trading partners,

Photo credit: IMF.

China and Russia, and low prices
for its oil and metal exports.

“One thing is to keep the ex-
change rate flexible, because the
lesson from the previous downturn
when countries moved to floating
exchange rates is that this can to
some extent shelter the countries
from external shocks,” he said.

Fiscal consolidation is also im-
portant.

“Given that countries have used
their budgetary savings to stimu-
late the economies during the
previous downturn, there is much
less room now. Governments need
to build new savings and budget
deficit need to be reduced. If these
risks materialise, governments
have resources to act,” he added.

BRI and reforms
in Uzbekistan unveil
opportunities

Policy changes in Uzbekistan
and the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), first announced by Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Kazakh-
stan in 2013, also affect the eco-
nomic potential of the region.

“The region and Kazakhstan are
already benefiting from both ini-
tiatives. Uzbekistan’s opening up
was great news for the region and
there are already more trade and
investments between the coun-
tries, but Uzbekistan is only at the
beginning of its reforms and if the
reforms succeed, there are plenty
of further opportunities,” said
Kahkonen.

He added the BRI project could
improve Kazakhstan’s growth po-
tential, a key participant of the ini-
tiative.

“Kazakhstan has been actively
involved in the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative and there are many projects
underway that are improving con-
nectivity and improving transpor-

Asia and Caucasus

tation and other infrastructure,” he
noted.

The countries should be care-
ful in choosing projects to prevent
them from being “settled with
debt that would be difficult to pay
back,” he added.

Kahkonen also stressed the
need to ensure inclusive economic
growth.

“There is plenty of room to make
the growth more inclusive, so that
growth benefits all and so further
reforms are needed to improve
the business climate and make the
banking sector stronger,” he said.

Private sector
as growth engine

To ensure progress, Kahkonen
stressed the need to reduce the
state’s footprint in the economy
and provide an enabling envi-
ronment for the private sector to
thrive.

“The state should stay away
from the productive sectors and
it should provide public services,
help strengthen the banking sector
if needed, create rules and regula-
tions that apply equally to all, re-
duce corruption [and provide a]
public administration that is effi-
cient. That is the best way to allow
the private sector to expand in a
sustained way,” he said.

Kazatomprom, the country’s
major uranium operator which list-
ed its shares on the London Stock
Exchange earlier in November, is
an example of the country’s ongo-
ing IPO initiative.

The report said “successful com-
pletion of plans to conduct initial
public offerings for major state-
owned enterprises would send a
strong signal that the role of the
state is being meaningfully re-
duced and provide an opportunity
for the private sector to increase its
role in the economy.”

Financial sector

remains weak

The report indicated the finan-
cial sector is still recovering from
the financial crisis and is strained
by deep structural factors includ-
ing lack of competition, weak
governance, a segmented credit
market and weak regulation and
supervision.

The Kazakh financial sector has
been under pressure this year. Ka-
zakh National Bank recently re-
voked licenses from three banks,
Astana Bank, Eximbank and
Qazaq Banki, all of which were
criticised by Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev in April
about their poor performance.

In September, however, the cen-
tral bank provided a 150 billion
tenge (US$401 million) loan to
Tsesna Bank, the nation’s second
largest bank, to address its liquid-
ity problems. One week later, bank
shareholders recapitalised the bank
by 40 billion tenge (US$106.95
million).

“Banking sector problems have
been there for quite some time
ever since the global financial cri-
sis and the fact that banks have
needed to be recapitalised several
times is an indication that the un-
derlining business model has not
been right,” said Kahkonen.

The report called for the coun-
tries to enact fundamental reforms
to ensure financial stability and
resilience. Kazakhstan’s recent
initiative to strengthen the cen-
tral bank’s supervisory power is
among such reforms.

“It is important now to make
sure that banks will now oper-
ate in a different way based on
commercial principles and there
is certainly some hope given that
the central bank is now getting
new powers to supervise and reg-
ulate,” he said.

ECONOMY
NEWS IN BRIEF

State budget revenues de-
creased by 5.6 percent to 8.3
trillion tenge (US$22.18 bil-
lion) from January-September,
reported finprom.kz. The main
factor was the 34.4 percent de-
crease in transfers, or 1.3 tril-
lion tenge (US$3.47 billion). In
the corresponding period during
the past five years, the maximum
increase in state budget revenues
was 34.6 percent in 2017. This
was mainly due to transfers that
almost doubled last year. For
the first nine months of 2018,
the main share of state budget
revenues was 5.6 trillion tenge
(USS$15.2 billion) in tax rev-
enues (a 67 percent share of all
revenues). The share of transfers
to budget revenue was 30.3 per-
cent.

Kazakhstan is becoming the
centre of investment attraction
within the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU). In the first half
of the year, the union financed
$864 million in Kazakh projects,
37 percent more than a year
ago. Foreign trade between na-
tions has rapidly increased. Last
year, Kazakh trade turnover with
countries in the EAEU was $17.8
billion (28.9 percent increase).
In the first eight months of 2018,
trade has already reached $12.3
billion. At the same growth rate,
trade may increase by 3-5 per-
cent year-on-year by the end of
the year. The share of EAEU in-
vestments is currently 7 percent
of the total gross foreign invest-
ment, or $12.3 billion.

The dynamic start of trading
on the new Astana International
Exchange (AIX) has served as
a mechanism for quickly at-
tracting equity and debt capital.
In domestic capital, AIX trad-
ing volume was 503.3 million
tenge (US$1.36 million) during
the first trading session. Kaz-
atomprom conducted 381 trade
transactions on its shares. At the
same time, there is a shortage of
liquidity in the capital market.
As of July 1, the ratio of mar-
ket capitalisation of equity and
bond markets to gross domestic
product (GDP) is 31.6 percent
and 15.4 percent, respectively,
which is significantly lower than
the world practice of developed
countries (40-45 percent for the
stock market and 130-135 per-
cent for the bond market).

Although foreign direct in-
vestment has been growing, the
loan portfolio of second-tier
banks decreased by 13.2 per-
cent at the end of June. This
occurred as Kazakhstan’s finan-
cial sector continues to shrink.
The country’s banks had a loan
portfolio volume of 13.2 tril-
lion tenge (US$35.70 billion)
in the past year, which is 24.8
percent in relation to GDP. The
demand for insurance products
continues its steady decline.
The average Kazakh has 15,600
tenge (US$42.20) of insurance
per year, which is only 0.5 per-
cent of GDP per capita. The total
volume of bank loans to GDP is
25.6 percent. In current market
conditions, banks are forced to
concentrate on retail lending and
funding. At the end of Septem-
ber, loans to individuals were 5.1
trillion tenge (US$13.79 billion),
or 40.2 percent of all bank loans
directed to the Kazakh economy.

Kazakhstan produced 25,897
vehicles, including cars, trucks,
buses, special vehicles and trail-
ers, with a total value of 162.9
billion tenge (US$440.60 mil-
lion) from January-October, ac-
cording to KazAvtoProm, the
Union of Automotive Enterpris-
es. The output volume in physi-
cal terms surpassed last year’s
figure by 72.1 percent, reported
inform.kz. Passenger car produc-
tion comprised a significant bulk
of total production, increasing
86 percent to 24,155 units. At the
same time, production of buses
decreased 2.2 times (249 units),
while trucks (882 units) and spe-
cialised vehicles (163 units) de-
creased by 21 percent and 12.8
percent, respectively.
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BUSINESS
NEWS IN BRIEF

Astana International Financial
Centre (AIFC), the Astana Finan-
cial Services Authority (AFSA)
and the Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) signed a cooper-
ation agreement to boost FinTech
ties between Kazakhstan and Sin-
gapore, reported the AIFC press
service. Cooperation will allow for
joint participation in and sharing
information on innovative projects
in the two markets. The agree-
ment was signed by AFSA CEO
Mukhtar Bubeyev, AIFCA CEO
Nurlan Kussainov and MAS chief
FinTech officer Sopnendu Mohan-
ty. Initiated by Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, AIFC aims
to attract investment into Kazakh-
stan’s economy by establishing a
business-friendly environment for
financial services and capital mar-
kets in the country.

Standard & Poor’s upgraded
Eurasia Insurance Company’s
financial reliability rating to
BBB- with a stable outlook and
the national rating to kzAAA.
The assigned rating is indicative
of Kazakhstan’s stable economy
and its positive reform outcomes,
said CEO and chairperson Boris
Umanov. The Kazakh-based com-
pany, established in 1995, occu-
pies top positions in the country in
terms of assets, insurance reserves,
equity, authorised capital and vol-
ume of insurance premiums.

Kazakhstan will apply to host the
24th World Petroleum Congress
in 2023, reported Kapital.kz. The
congress is the premier global oil
and gas forum, attracting high-lev-
el industry and government lead-
ers from more than 100 countries.
The 23rd congress will be held
Dec. 6-10, 2020 in Houston, Texas.
Atameken and KazEnergy chair-
person Timur Kulibayev noted the
timeliness of the announcement,
given that the upcoming year is
forecasted to be favourable for Ka-
zakhstan’s energy sector. Atameken
and KazEnergy jointly contributed
to the new environmental code and
the recent adoption of the code on
subsoil and subsoil use and the law
On Standardisation will further fa-
cilitate energy sector development
in the country.

Kaspi Bank chairperson Mikhail
Lomtadze presented new Kaspi.kz
services and announced IPO plans
at a Nov. 9 presentation in London.
In December, transfers among Kas-
pi clients with Kaspi Gold cards
will become faster and more con-
venient. Transfers by Kaspi QR, by
simply scanning a QR code, will be
available in addition to transfers by
card and mobile number. Custom-
ers will be able to open Kaspi Gold
and Kaspi Deposit Online cards
through the mobile app, which
those with a positive credit history
will also be able to use to receive
a cash loan. Shopping at partner
stores without a card will also be-
come a possibility by scanning
a QR code with a mobile phone.
Kaspi.kz hopes to put Kazakhstan
on the global innovation map, said
Lomtadze, by holding an IPO at the
London Stock Exchange in 2019.

The Kazakh National Bank will
conduct the second phase of its
programme on enhancing bank fi-
nancial sustainability, reported its
website. The programme aims to
minimise systematic risks, find so-
lutions for the sector’s long-stand-
ing challenges and facilitate the
country’s economic development
through increased bank loans.
The first stage involved a prompt
restructuring of banks and the sec-
ond phase focuses on enhancing
the banking system as a whole.
Significant legislative changes on
preventing, not simply mitigating,
banking sector problems will enter
into force on Jan. 1, for instance.
The legislative basis for bank reso-
lution has been revised for greater
efficiency and minimising govern-
ment spending. The programme’s
preliminary results have proved
efficient, with the positive changes
reflected in updated forecasts on
Kazakhstan’s economic growth.
The Asian Development Bank’s
forecast on the country’s gross do-
mestic product growth improved
from 3.2 percent to 3.7 percent in
2018 and 3.5 percent to 3.9 percent
in 2019.

AIFC Academic Council develops
broad pool of professionals

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA — The Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre (AIFC)
Academic Council is developing a
broad pool of financial, legal and
HR professionals to help to shape
the centre’s success and the sus-
tainable economic development of
Kazakhstan and the region. Plans
are also afoot to educate experts in
governance and ICT.

“First of all, let me talk about
university-level education. Not
everybody will go for a univer-
sity degree, because not every-
body in society needs a university
education. What people need are
relevant skills given the current
and future needs in the local and
global business environment,”
said academic council chair and
professor of strategic foresight at
IE Business School Alexander van
de Putte in an exclusive interview
with the Astana Times.

The fourth industrial revolution,
which leverages the Internet, is an
important trend.

“The growth of global data
flows has been exponential. The
driver of the first, second and third
industrial revolutions were natu-
ral resources, but now the future
is data. Thus, the blended learning

Alexander van de Putte

method is an important trend to-
day. With the growth of the Earth’s
population, we are going to have
more than 2.5 billion university
students. In order to give them a
quality education, technology is
going to be an important factor
to deliver education to where it
is needed at the right cost, quality
and time,” he noted.

Professional qualifications and
the commitment to life-long learn-
ing are equally important.

“We partner with a variety of
professional bodies, such as the
Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA), the Char-
tered Financial Analyst Institute
(CFA Institute) and the Chartered
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Institute of Securities & Invest-
ments (CISI). In our fast-paced
and increasingly interconnected
global business environment, rel-
evant professional skills, Con-
tinuing Professional Develop-
ment (CPD) and a commitment
to life-long learning are crucial to
success,” he added.

The academic council must also
focus on developing the well-
rounded professional and account-
able leadership.

“Accountable leaders make deci-
sions in the face of uncertainty and
are able to communicate — both
verbally and in writing — a well-
structured and logical argument.
This also requires not postponing
anything to the next day, replying
to emails in a timely way, being on
time for meetings and making de-
cisions that help improve the long-
term prospects of companies, not
personal agendas,” he added.

Van de Putte cautioned about
not forgetting about the power of
the apprenticeship. Professional
qualifications do not replace expe-
rience and experience does not re-
place professional qualifications;
they go hand in hand.

“At the AIFC Bureau for CPD,
we are trying to do something simi-
lar. We have developed a portfo-
lio of professional qualifications,

which is combined with apprentice-
ships to ensure business relevance.
We focus on the area of specialisa-
tion and combining it with profes-
sional qualifications,” he said.

Kazakh professionals, similar to
those in many emerging markets,
face the same career development
challenges.

“People tend to focus on the
hard skills. Today, however, pro-
fessional success is not only driv-
en by IQ, but also EQ. Emotional
intelligence (EQ) is about the abil-
ity to communicate, to listen, to
collectively solve a complex prob-
lem and to deal with uncertainty.
At the bureau, we are trying to
develop people as well-rounded
professionals; it’s not just about
them being knowledgeable, but
about being leaders as mentioned
earlier,” he said.

Centre students take five leader-
ship courses through Coursera, an
online system, focusing on lead-
ership, working in teams, team
building and understanding one-
self.

“It is not about factual knowl-
edge, but also about the softer
skills and how to deal with them
in ambiguous situations. I try to
teach my students that they have
to deal with the fundamentally
different world and as result, they

need to have both a compass and
radar,” said van de Putte.

“The participants of our pro-
grammes need to apply to the
professional institution, such as
CISI or ACCA. At the same time,
they also apply to us for the condi-
tional grant programme. There are
a number of conditions required
for our applicants before applying
for a conditional grant. The AIFC
Academic Council makes all deci-
sions to be awarded a conditional
grant and the AIFC Academic
Council also decides whether the
conditions have been met,” he
added.

The academic council consists
of six AIFC representatives and,
as its chair, van de Putte signs the
grants, but “it doesn’t mean that I
make the decisions on my own.”

“There are always two council
members who conduct the inter-
views. In the interviews, we are
focused not just on 1Q, but also on
EQ, because we want to develop
a pool of professionals. We take a
positive approach to people devel-
opment, including awarding con-
ditional grants,” he said.

“Most of the people that came
to interview with us have actu-
ally received a conditional grant.
That is substantially more than 50
percent. The key is that we want
to develop a broad pool of finan-
cial, legal, HR (and in the future,
governance and ICT) profession-
als to help to shape the success of
the AIFC and also the sustainable
economic development of Ka-
zakhstan and the region. That is
our aim,” he added.

Kazatomprom launches IPOs on London
and Astana stock exchanges

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — The Kazatomprom
national atomic company, one of
the world’s largest uranium pro-
ducers, placed 15 percent of its
shares worth of $451 million Nov.
13 on the London Stock Exchange.
It became the first Kazakh national
company on an international stock
exchange.

The company approved the final
price range prospectus at $11.60
per GDR and 4,322.74 tenge per
common share Oct. 13. The de-
mand for shares exceeded supply
by a factor of 1.7. Kazakh inves-
tors acquired 47.5 percent of the
total shares.

Kazatomprom said in a state-
ment that it will finalise all the
dealings with global depositary re-
ceipts (GDRs) within initial public
offerings’ (IPO) by Nov. 20.

“Kazatomprom
offers investors a
unique opportunity
to participate in a
true global leader:
the world’s leading
uranium producer,
with the largest
reserves and lowest
quartile operating
costs.”

The company first announced
Oct. 22 about its plans to list its
25 percent equity to an initial
public offering globally at the
London Stock Exchange and to
domestic investors at the Astana
International Exchange (AIX),
the Astana International Financial
Centre’s international stock ex-
change.

“We see significant potential
for Kazatomprom. Our leading
market position, combined with
a strong management team, the
highest standards of governance
and a market-centric strategy,
puts us in a strong position to
capitalise on the attractive long-
term fundamentals of the uranium
market. We look forward to shar-
ing our story with prospective in-
vestors over the coming weeks,”
said Kazatomprom Chairman Ga-
lymzhan Pirmatov.

The Kazatomprom’s IPO is
part of an effort by Kazakhstan to
achieve large-scale privatisation
to make the domestic economy
more efficient and competitive.

For years, the Samruk Kazyna
Sovereign Wealth Fund has been
the sole shareholder of the com-
pany. Thus, in accordance with
the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD) recommendations, the
decision to and for a partial pri-
vatisation was made as a meas-
ure to reduce the state’s share in
economy.

“It’s hugely meaningful for the
industry... It makes the indus-
try more transparent,” said Rob
Crayfourd, a portfolio manager
for uranium-focused fund Geiger
Counter Ltd as quoted by bloomb-
ergquint.com.

Kazatomprom issued Oct. 31 a
prospectus, roughly a 700-page
long document, reporting insights
into its activity.

“We have been encouraged by
the initial response to our pro-
posed IPO from prospective in-
stitutional investors around the
world. Kazatomprom offers in-
vestors a unique opportunity to
participate in a true global leader:
the world’s leading uranium pro-
ducer, with the largest reserves
and lowest quartile operating
costs,” said Pirmatov.

Next to follow up on Kazatom-
prom’s example of privatisation
are major companies such as Ka-
zakhtelecom and Air Astana, as
well as the biggest company of
them all, KazMunayGas,.

According to the current legis-
lation, at least 20 percent of the to-
tal shares and GDRs were offered
to institutional and retail investors
in Kazakhstan. The offerings will
be conducted in accordance with
the rules and regulations of AIX.

The offering and the AIX offering
has been set at the price range $11.6-
$15.4 per GDR or per share, that can
bring an equity value for the com-
pany between $3-$4 billion.

Samruk Kazyna secured
38,903,491 Kazatomprom shares
in a sale, which is 15 percent of
Kazatomprom’s issued share cap-
ital for the global offering.

To note, uranium prices have
started to recover after years of
steep fall because of Fukushima
disaster in 2011. Kazatomprom
and other atomic companies made
a production cut which increased
prices by more than 30 percent.

“In recent years we have pur-
sued a much more market-centric

strategy, shifting our focus from
volume to value,” said Pirmatov
as quoted by bloombergquint.com

Credit Suisse and J.P. Morgan
are joint global coordinators and

joint bookrunners in connection
with the offering. China Interna-
tional Capital Corporation, Halyk
Finance and Mizuho International
are also joint bookrunners. Numis

Securities Limited is co-manager.

Halyk Finance, the subsidiary
of Halyk Bank of Kazakhstan, is
leading the effort at the AIX of-
fering.
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Day of First President
honours leadership of
Nursultan Nazarbayev

ational leaders, no matter how
important, don’t build a country
or economic and social progress.
These are delivered through the
combined efforts of millions of people. That
is why President Nursultan Nazarbayev
has stressed repeatedly that Kazakhstan’s
achievements over the last 27 years are the
collective product of the country as a whole
as will be the case with the hoped-for suc-
cesses of the future.

But national leaders certainly can, through
their vision, example and personality shape
this journey for good and bad. A leader who
has his country’s interests at heart can accel-
erate progress by helping provide a frame-
work through which these collective efforts
are focused. They can also provide a stable,
re-assuring environment that encourages
people to work together towards common
goals when, as inevitably happens, set backs
occur along the way.

No one can fairly claim that President
Nursultan Nazarbayev has not played this
positive role to the full in Kazakhstan’s his-
tory over the last three decades. Appointed
as party secretary in the last chaotic years of
the Soviet Union and popularly elected the
first President of the soon-to-be fully inde-
pendent nation on Dec. 1, 1991, he has ever
since provided calm, consistent and deter-
mined leadership through the most challeng-
ing circumstances and turbulent times.

So far has Kazakhstan come, as we have
suggested before, that it is easy for outside
observers to forget the progress made and
problems overcome. It is not a mistake that
those citizens who remember those first
difficult years of independence make. It is
why there is such widespread respect and
affection for the man who was at the helm
when, with an economy in free fall, storms
threatened to capsize our young nation.

Kazakhstan has, of course, been helped by
its rich natural resources and, particularly, the
discovery and harnessing of its oil and gas
reserves. But these natural windfalls have all
too often led to frustration, anger and conflict
in a good number of countries rather than
the transformed living standards and public
services that our country now enjoys.

These divisions can be a particular threat
when a country finds itself in an unstable
region. But the steady leadership provided
by President Nazarbayev and, of course,
the sensible moderate nature of the Kazakh
people, explains why this fate has been
avoided. Kazakhstan is rightly seen instead
as a model of stability and harmony.

There is, however, one area where the
personality and qualities of a leader can
make an even bigger difference. A nation’s
international status and influence can rest to
a huge extent on the person who represents
it abroad. It is hard to imagine that Kazakh-
stan’s profile on the global stage would be
at the level it is today without the respect
earned by President Nazarbayev from his
fellow leaders.

The decisive steps he has taken, such as
shutting down one of the world’s largest
nuclear test sites, renouncing nuclear weap-
ons and promoting dialogue and respect for
international law have defined Kazakhstan
in the world. This approach and the friend-
ships forged at the highest level have helped
our country, for example, be elected to the
UN Security Council, a major step not just
for Kazakhstan but also the entire region. It
is to Kazakhstan’s huge advantage that the
country has such good relations with all the
major powers as well as nations of all sizes
and every stage of development.

President Nazarbayev continues to set
the direction and to challenge Kazakhstan
to build on the progress it has made. He
remains determined, as in the goal to join the
top 30 developed countries, that young Ka-
zakhs will enjoy even greater opportunities
and prosperity. And, in voluntarily giving up
powers to Parliament last year, he has shown
his desire for further political reform.

So while it may seem a little odd for those
outside Kazakhstan for a sitting President
to be honoured every year through a public
holiday, as is the case on Dec. 1, it does
not seem strange to his fellow citizens. It
is both a small tribute to a leader who has
guided our country through its first decades
as an independent nation and also a chance
for reflection and celebration on what the
Kazakh people have achieved together.

Finnish Business Hub brings vibrant
technologies to Kazakhstan, encourages
local companies to go global

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA — The Astana-based Finn-
ish Business Hub provides practical
help and strengthens beneficial agree-
ments between Finland and Kazakh-
stan business communities. The Astana
Times spoke exclusively with head
Mukhtar Mankeyev to learn about its
activities and projects.

Founded in 2013, the hub is designed
to boost commodity turnover between
the countries, attract bilateral invest-
ment projects and invite highly-quali-
fied specialists from both nations.

“We continue promoting collabora-
tion on new business operations and
joint product development, technology
and know-how transfer. The main areas
for 2018-2019 are education and inno-
vation development. We plan to dedi-
cate most of the events to this concept,”
said Mankeyev.

Since its inception, the centre has de-
veloped a strong network of partners.

“We see that there is an opportunity
for Kazakh companies to enter the Finn-
ish market and then, the European and
international markets. We just need to
be brave and build unique products. The
hub will always support any initiatives
of Kazakh-Finnish businesses to estab-
lish a new collaboration and be a single
contact point for them,” he added.

The hub’s major projects include im-
plementing the domestic solid waste
management system in the West Ka-
zakhstan region, producing energy-
efficient construction materials, trans-
ferring hazardous waste recycling
technology in oil and gas and introduc-
ing Building Information Modelling
(BIM) technologies, smart city strate-
gies and master-plan design.

The Digital Academy project was
launched recently to implement BIM
technologies and virtual design. The
team consists of experts with experi-
ence in digital economy and smart city
projects.

Head of Finnish Business Hub Mukhtar
Mankeyev.

“We see a huge potential in the near
future for the BIM sector, as our gov-
ernment has approved a programme to
switch the designing process into BIM
by 2020. Thus, the Digital Academy has
developed a special training programme
for BIM managers and technicians and
adopted innovative BIM-SPACE solu-
tions according to our standards and
needs. All our products have intellectu-
al property right. By taking part in our
project, companies will get access to
the latest innovative solutions and can
develop their own products according
to particular projects,” he said.

The academy also aims to increase
literacy in innovative information tech-
nologies and provide new tools for ef-
fective project management and inter-
action.

As regional cooperation is a priority,
a BIM centre of excellence was opened
at the Uralsk oil and gas college. Finn-
ish companies also invested in the solid
waste management project, presenting
both at EXPO 2017.

“We have very active cooperation
and interest related to digitisation,
medical technology and general in-
novation development. Kazakhstan

can benefit from Finnish knowledge
economy. For instance, Finland is
among the most research-intensive
countries. Universities play a signifi-
cant role in the research and devel-
opment (R&D) process and provide a
real sector of economy with concrete
and practical projects to be funded and
implemented. We invited the president
of Nazarbayev University to visit the
University of Oulu, which is one of the
leading universities in Finland and has
built a fruitful innovative ecosystem in
cooperation with business and science.
Now, we are discussing collaboration
ways between the two universities,”
said Mankeyev.

Annual R&D spending in the region
is 6 billion euros (US$6.8 billion),
which translates to approximately 3.5
percent of the Finnish GDP. Recognis-
ing and generating commercially-viable
ideas into practice has been identified
as a national priority and cooperation
among companies, universities and re-
search institutes in the form of various
partnerships is an integral element of
Finnish innovation.

The Kazakh government plans to
spend up to 10 percent of its GDP in
the social sphere, including science and
R&D.

“Thus, we have to utilise our partner-
ship with Finland and start to switch
our economy in an innovative way,” he
said.

Mankeyev also spoke about coopera-
tion in education. The hub organised
a seminar for schools in April and re-
cently conducted the master class for
Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools.

“We are trying to introduce some
modules of phenomenon-based learn-
ing in Kazakhstan. We expect that
current reforms of primary education
would get some ideas from Finland as
well. The idea already proved its worth
and brought results. As a hub, we are
ready to share Finnish experience and
build cooperation between schools and
systems,” he added.

Paramount

venture pioneers to export globally

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA — Paramount Group, a
South Africa-based global defence
and aerospace company, operates in
countries in the Middle East, South
America and Africa. Its joint venture
Kazakhstan Paramount Engineering
(KPE) produces advanced armoured
wheeled vehicles, such as the Arlan
4x4, Nomad 4x4, Barys 6x6 and
Barys 8x8, in the country.

Paramount founder and executive
chairperson Ivor Ichikowitz recently
spoke exclusively to The Astana
Times on KPE’s further land, mari-
time and aerial production line ex-
pansion, which was announced in
September at the 2018 Africa Aero-
space and Defence Exhibition.

KPE’s Astana factory has become
one of the world’s most advanced
military equipment factories and part
of Paramount’s global supply chain.

“Over the two to three years that
the factory has been operating, we
have trained a very capable work-
force with levels of efficiency and
quality that are as good as, if not
better than, our production facilities
around the world. It is natural that
we would eventually be in a position
to incorporate our Kazakhstan pro-
duction capabilities into our global
supply chain,” said Ichikowitz.

This incorporation translates into
the factory’s increased capacity so
that it may serve both domestic and
international demand. Kazakhstan is
thus poised to become a competitive
exporter in the global defence and
aerospace industry.

“Many people are under the im-
pression that you cannot be com-
petitive in export businesses in
Kazakhstan due to the challeng-
ing geography. We’re in the pro-
cess of proving that that is not the
case. The logistics are problematic
but can be overcome if you have
a high-level technology product
with sufficient value added in Ka-
zakhstan,” he added.

KPE’s facility has excelled in both
quality and efficiency, standards that
are non-negotiable because people’s
lives depend on them.

“Our products’ build quality
takes many years to perfect. The
quality of human capital available
in Kazakhstan is such that KPE
truly gets the concept of finess-
ing quality. We also have the right
mix of skilled operators producing
quality products and, at the same
time, not compromising on speed
of production. We are very pleas-
antly and positively impressed by
what our team in Kazakhstan is
able to achieve in comparison to

what we are able to achieve else-
where in the world,” he noted.

KPE currently produces the Arlan
4x4, a localised version of Para-
mount’s Marauder 8x8 used by
many defence and peacekeeping
forces worldwide.

“Kazakhstan is to become one of
the primary production vendors for
the Marauder 8x8 in global sales,”
said Ichikowitz. “We will also soon
go into production on the world’s
most sophisticated 8x8 mine-pro-
tected armoured vehicle, which will
be called the Barys 8x8 in Kazakh-
stan and the Mbombe 8x8 else-
where. Kazakhstan is to become one
of the key centres of excellence for
the Paramount Group’s production
of 8x8s, which we are very excited
about because these are very sophis-
ticated armoured vehicles and not
simple pieces of technology at all.”

The Barys 8x8 has undergone rig-
orous testing primarily in Kazakh-
stan, with involvement from Kazakh
customers and armed forces who
helped in refining the vehicle and its
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technology based on real world oper-
ational experience in a harsh climate.

“It is our intention to migrate
more technology into Kazakh-
stan’s production factory. At the
moment, our focus is on armoured
vehicles. Next, we are probably
going to focus on unmanned au-
tonomous systems,” he added.

Defence industrial capability
is a key driver of broad industrial
development. In building a strong
foundation, a country also devel-
ops its human capital and fosters a
culture of innovation.

“For Kazakhstan to truly industri-
alise and develop an alternative to
its oil-driven economy, it needs to
develop a culture of innovation. We
do that extensively in the defence
industry and that will rub off. That
takes time, but through cooperation
with universities and research insti-
tutes and by proving to both Kazakh
industrialists and the global market
what can actually be achieved in the
country, you create a new impetus
for its industrialisation,” he said.

Ichikowitz finds many countries
that are just beginning to embark on
a path of industrial development of-
ten exhibit self-doubt.

“I think that the biggest benefit
that a strong, visible defence indus-
trial capability brings to Kazakhstan
is a complete rubbishing of this
concept that the country doesn’t
have the ability to become a strong
defence industrial country. I can tell
you that Kazakhstan is up there with
the best in the world in terms of ca-
pability; all that is missing is a strong
sense of self belief,” he said.

Group’s Kazakh defence industry

The upcoming production line ex-
pansion will contribute to Kazakh-
stan’s industrial development in a
number of ways.

“My vision has always been to
use our industrial capability, intel-
lectual property and innovation
culture to contribute to the growth
and development of the countries
in which we operate. Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev had a
remarkable vision to not only make
Kazakhstan independent as a de-
fence industrial nation but, through
the defence industry, to also dem-
onstrate to other industries what is
possible,” he said.

For Ichikowitz, KPE is a physical
manifestation of the President’s vi-
sion, with several factors contribut-
ing to its successful execution.

“Kazakhstan sits in a geopolitical
situation where there are strong de-
fence industrial forces on its borders.
You have Turkey, China, Russia and
Europe. Step one was the President’s
statement that we value these part-
ners but need our own domestic ca-
pability,” he noted.

Steps two and three were inter-
nalising and fulfilling the idea that
“in order to be a defence industrial
player you have to build your own
platforms, hence the establishment
of KPE,” and trust-building among
foreign partners and the Kazakh
government.

“The fourth factor is that we were
able to secure superb Kazakh man-
agement, which is experienced,
committed and understands how
to navigate the complexities of the
Kazakh bureaucracy,” he said. “We

were able to find young Kazakhs
who were driven to become the
best of the best in the world in what
they do. Young Kazakhs are driven,
motivated, capable, intelligent and
well educated, so I would say to you
that one of the major assets that Ka-
zakhstan has is an education system
which delivers people with the right
skills to be trained into these sophis-
ticated industries,” he said.

Last but not least, another driver
of success is that the government
created an enabling environment for
defence industrial businesses’ sus-
tainable growth.

“Despite that there have been
budget cuts in Kazakhstan due to the
economic downturn, it does not mat-
ter. It will simply take slightly longer
to get to where we want to get to but
the commitment has not waivered.
These are the kinds of factors that
make engagement with the country
very positive,” said Ichikowitz.

This expansion will ultimately
prove transformative for Para-
mount Group and Kazakhstan’s
relationship.

“We are no longer looking at our
engagement with Kazakhstan as
a purely transactional one; we see
ourselves as long-term investors in
the country and as growing with the
President’s vision for the country’s
industrialisation, which is inevita-
ble. If nothing else, the downturn
in the oil industry and the economic
crisis that Kazakhstan has faced over
the past few years absolutely go to
prove that economic diversification
and the country’s industrialisation
are not optional,” he added.
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72-hour visa-free transit for Chinese and Indian
ourist flow to Kazakhstan

By Arystanbek Mukhamediuly

Kazakhstan in recent years has
been intensively turning into a
Central Asian transport hub. Our
country is often called the bridge
of Eurasia, based on the geopoliti-
cal location in the centre of a vast
continent.

The construction of logistics cen-
tres, international airports, termi-
nals, cross-border cooperation cen-
tres, road infrastructure and other
objects that have become integral
elements of the Silk Road Econom-
ic Belt enabled Kazakhstan to take
a favourable geographical location
within the Belt and Road Initiative.

For instance, the transnational
infrastructure project and Western
Europe-Western China transport
corridor are designed to strengthen
the links between Europe and Asia.
A similar strategic goal is pursued
by the Khor gos Kazakh-Chinese
cross-border cooperation centre
for building the commodity distri-
bution infrastructure on the South-
East-North-West international eco-
nomic corridor. The Khorgos centre
receives 21,000 visitors per day,
6,000 from the Kazakh side and
15,000 from China.

Thus, the country’s unique transit
capabilities increase the potential of
tourist and other flows every year.

Kazakhstan, located at a distance
of a five-hour flight with China and

India, has a very favourable geo-
graphical position in terms of at-
tractiveness for tourists. This aspect
creates new opportunities for the
development of the tourism indus-
try in Kazakhstan and contributes
to strengthening the strategic and
economic partnership between Ka-
zakhstan and these countries, with
an important component — tourism.

In this regard, by the decision of
the Kazakh government a 72-hour
visa-free transit regime for stay-
ing in Kazakhstan was introduced
in the beginning of 2018 for Chi-
nese and Indian citizens travelling
through Astana and Almaty interna-
tional airports.

At the same time, the availability
of valid air tickets of Kazakhstan
airlines for flights to Kazakhstan
and further to third countries is an
obligatory condition for such tran-
sits.

Earlier, the citizens of the Peo-
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ple’s Republic of China enjoyed a
similar regime during EXPO 2017.
Then, the number who availed
themselves of this option reached
4,361 Chinese citizens (3,743 pas-
sengers came through Astana and
618 came through Almaty), which
is about 30 percent of the total
number of transit passengers from
China.

Astana is the capital of the Great
Steppe, a modern city that is at-
tractive for tourists and comfort-
able for residents and visitors of
Kazakhstan. Today, Astana is not
only a major political centre of Ka-
zakhstan located at the intersection
of the main development networks
of the country, it is a leading city
that sets the tone for the innova-
tive development of Kazakhstan,
but at the same time preserves the
national characteristics. Ethnoaul
complex near Kazanat racetrack
offers tourists Kazakh national cul-
ture and art. The National Museum
is the most modern museum of Ka-
zakhstan. Baiterek Monument re-
mains a true symbol of Astana. The
Pyramid (the Palace of Peace and
Harmony) is a symbol of unity of
different religions, ethnicities and
cultures, the openness of our peo-
ple and state to the whole world.
Hazrat Sultan Mosque is built in
the classical Islamic style with the
use of traditional Kazakh orna-
ments.

Similarly, in the southern city of

Almaty, a large number of attrac-
tions entice foreign guests. The old-
est park of the city, the Park named
after 28 Panfilov Guardsmen, is one
of the most picturesque town plan-
ning ensembles of the city. Kok-
Tobe is one of the original symbols
of the city and its highest structure.
Medeu ice rink is a state monument
of urban planning and architecture
of international importance. Shym-
bulak is the most popular ski resort
in Kazakhstan. Charyn Canyon is
a natural monument composed of
sedimentary rocks, where the most
interesting place is the Valley of
Castles. Tamgaly-Tas, which means
“stones with signs,” is an outstand-
ing monument of art, history and
culture.

The regime in place now is a
pilot regime and is valid until the
end of 2018. Following the results
of its approbation, the issues of its
extension and application to the
citizens of other countries of the
first priority from the point of view
of inbound tourism will be consid-
ered.

At present, the key markets for
Kazakhstan are countries such as
Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
other countries of the Middle East.

The potential of the 72-hour visa-
free regime for transiting Chinese
and Indian citizens from the point
of view of passenger flow is very
high. Today, judging by the results

Today, Astana is

not only a major
political centre of
Kazakhstan located

at the intersection of
the main development
networks of the
country, it is a leading
city that sets the tone
for the innovative
development of
Kazakhstan, but

at the same time
preserves the national
characteristics.

of the first nine months of the year,
it demonstrates a steady growth of
arriving transit passengers, which,
in its turn, has a positive outlook
for the results of the full year. The
total number of citizens of China
and India using the regime exceed-
ed 19,000 people, who according
to the most conservative estimates
provided income to the economy of
Kazakhstan for a total of more than
$14 million.

In addition, the above-mentioned
decision of the Kazakh government
significantly simplified the process
of registration of foreigners entering
Kazakhstan with visas. A foreigner
who has a visa is exempted from
applying to the migration service
for registration, since information
about the place of his/her stay in
Kazakhstan and the route of travel
have already been submitted in the
invitation. The possibility of elec-
tronic registration of foreign guests
in the visa-migration portal has been
introduced at Kazakhstan hotels.

Currently, within the framework
of the preparation of the state pro-
gramme for the development of
the Kazakh tourism industry until
2023, the Ministry of Culture and
Sports in cooperation with interna-
tional experts is considering the is-
sue of prolonging the regime for an
indefinite period and expanding the
list of countries with an increase in
the conditions for a one-time stay in
Kazakhstan from 72 to 120 hours.

Meanwhile, it should be noted
that Kazakhstan has introduced a
visa-free regime with 63 countries.
The work continues on the intro-
duction of electronic visas (e-visas)
for foreign citizens. The pilot pro-
ject is expected to be launched be-
fore the end of 2018 in Astana and
Almaty.

The author is Kazakh Minister
of Culture and Sports.

Suleimen:

from Singapore, but a

By Karlygash Ezhenova

Is democracy a prerequisite for
economic growth? What is a Sin-
gaporean democracy? How can
the problem of tri-lingualism be
solved? What are the prospects for
cooperation between Kazakhstan
and Singapore, given the imple-
mentation of initiatives such as the
Belt and Road Initiative? Kazakh
Ambassador to Singapore Usen
Suleimen spoke about these issues
in this interview.

There was an active public
debate in Singapore about the
power transfer to a new genera-
tion of leaders. In fact, the new
government was formed with the
participation of society.

By and large, the reshuffling
in the government was not large
scale. Only four people who
reached retirement age left the
government; however, this had no
effect on their influence. In this
regard, a very thoughtful strategy
should be noted. For a long time,
the government was headed by
Emeritus Senior Minister (ESM)
Goh Chok Tong, a vocal supporter
of Lee Kuan Yew. Over the 14
years of his management, he raised
the GDP per capita from $13,000
to $34,000. It conveys a great deal
to me. Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong may resign in 2021 under
the constitution. Despite the fact
that there are still three years, the
process of preparing the fourth
generation of the country’s leaders
has begun. It is already clear that
priority will be given to younger
politicians aged 40-55 years. The
new government thanked the
country’s leadership for the trust
and promised to propose a prime
minister candidacy within these
years. The country’s leadership
takes the issue of continuity of
power very seriously, while four
candidates for the post of head of
government are being discussed in
society. They are now 40-47 years
old and they will reach the 50-year
threshold in 2021.

I like that they choose people
who are ready to work in a team.
There is no competition among
them; they are ready for any
candidacy, just to be in a single
team, knowing that, whoever they
choose, he or she will treat them
as equals. This is a role model
of political ethics. This system is

BRI can help Kazakhstan attract investments not only

Usen Suleimen

very well-thought-out for many
years to come.

Perhaps, the secret is in that
they have motivation. They say
ESM proposed raising salaries
for government officials.

Goh Chok Tong is the person
who, even after leaving his post,
is still as popular in the country
as before. He is responsible for
Singapore’s investment policy.
He travels around the globe and
advises whether Singapore busi-
nesses should invest in one coun-
try or another. In 2016, he visited
Kazakhstan and gave us very good
recommendations. Recently on
Facebook, he urged the state to
consider the possibility of increas-
ing salaries for officials, because
many of them are coming from
private entities; thus, they are seri-
ously losing income. He cited the
example of a minister who, prior
to his appointment, worked in a
private company and earned $2
million a year and now receives
$500,000.

He expressed concern that many
may refuse to be civil servants, be-
cause in private business they earn
much more. This caused a certain
stir and now there are robust dis-
cussions. I do not exclude that a
new generation of leaders will
raise their salaries and there will
be nothing surprising in this. This
is because they can afford it.

Is it true that it was Lee Kuan
Yew who advised our President
on the principle “first economy,
then politics”?

Yes, our President has repeated-
ly mentioned this in his interviews.
Few people know that the West for
a long time called Lee Kuan Yew
a usurper and an autocrat, accus-
ing him of paying little attention
to human rights issues. Neverthe-

less, 10 years later, when Singa-
pore became an advanced coun-
try, the U.S. Congress applauded
him with a 10-minute standing
ovation. The world loves a win-
ner. After all, Singapore ignored
the requirements to comply with
the Organisation for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
standards and Freedom House;
there is still no foreign NGOs here
and there probably never will be.

But it does not mean that hu-
man rights were violated.

It depends on what is considered
as such. Disputes on interfaith and
inter-ethnic topics are maximally
minimised. But at the same time,
housing policy is designed so that
apartments are equally distributed
between the three major ethnic
groups, Indians, Malays and Chi-
nese, so that they live mixed. I
worked in the OSCE and consider
their standards to be ideal, but the
implementation is always crucial.
You cannot follow the imposed
clichés without taking into account
local mentality features. The mean-
ing of human rights is interpreted
here as ensuring all its needs:
the right to work, education and
healthcare. At the same time there
is nothing for free, no pensions. A
person should personally take care
of his or her future as much as pos-
sible. Paternalism is excluded at
the level of state policy.

Nevertheless, social networks
in Singapore are an active chan-
nel of communication between
the government and society. Even
high-level officials are not averse
to social networks. This indicates
a fairly high level of democracy
in the society.

Absolutely! The prime minister
places posts on his feed daily. This
indicates a high level of democra-
cy in the true sense of this notion.

Consequently, Singapore has
broken all the stereotypes of the
West, which claims that it is so
important to develop civil society.
In simple words, there is no civil
society in Singapore. There is no
opposition in its classical sense,
but there is discussion; there is
a fairly high level of openness
— there is what is called ensur-
ing succession. At the same time,
the population, in a good way, is
highly politicised and behaves
like shareholders, overseeing the

work of the board of directors.
The point is that there is no criti-
cism here, but the comparison of
the level of professionalism. Cor-
porate culture is over-friendly.
Last year, the prime minister deliv-
ered a message to the people cov-
ering only three topics. The first
is an increase in grants-in-aid for
treating old people with diabetes,
the second is an increase in grants-
in-aid for pre-school education and
the third is an increase in grants-
in-aid for the development of a
smart city. All other issues have al-
ready been resolved. Mechanisms
are thought out 15 years ahead; the
system runs like clockwork. They
wish to have all the best in the
world. This is some kind of com-
prehensive perfectionism in terms
of ensuring human self-realisation.

In essence, this is a normal
social contract based on trust be-
tween the authorities and society.
The authorities honestly work for
their country and its citizens fol-
low the rules of the game. Was
this the essence of the country’s
strategy?

They never forget that the popu-
lation is small, only five million.
Therefore, they decided to focus
on quality. The icon of Singapore
is high technology; it is the forma-
tion of a “smart nation.” This is
an ideal thing that can lead to an
even more ideal thing. Here, al-
most everything is automated and
digitised, from medical services
to government instructions. The
country already lives in another
dimension.

How was the language compro-
mise reached? All the three domi-
nant ethnic groups are bearers
of ancient and far from identical
cultures.

Here is absolute pragmatism.
My daughter goes to a public
school, a local public school.
Everything is in English, but you
can choose any foreign language
— Malay, Hindi, Chinese. And
you know what? It happens that
the Malays choose Chinese, the
Chinese choose Hindi and the In-
dians choose Malay. There are no
restrictions.

You have mentioned that the
former prime minister “blessed”
Singaporean business to work
with Kazakhstan. Nevertheless,
the trade turnover between our

countries, unfortunately and
mildly speaking, is small. What
are the constraints for growth?

The small turnover is due to
the following. One of the larg-
est financial centres in the world,
called Singapore, works with large
volumes and projects and Kazakh-
stan is rather a small market for it.
Some businesses go for the pro-
jects, albeit risky, but large, where
they can fulfil their potential to be
a major player.

But after all, Singapore is a
much smaller market. Neverthe-
less, they were able to attract in-
vestment.

First of all, Singapore is locat-
ed at a very important sea hub;
millions of tonnes of cargo pass
through the Malacca Strait. Sec-
ond, there are oil refineries that
process crude oil crossing the
strait. If I am not wrong, the two
oil refineries provide one-third of
the budget revenue. Thirdly, the
world’s largest container port is
here and finally, there is a leading
financial centre with unprecedent-
ed preferences for foreign banks
and companies.

But most importantly, our re-
gion is terra incognita for them;
their knowledge about Kazakh-
stan is very limited. The country
is mainly focused on developing
relations with the countries of
South-East Asia.

However, recent geopolitical
changes associated with the U.S.
withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (12 Asian countries
had high hopes for it) could trigger
interest in our part of the world.
It is natural to assume that China
will now immediately take ad-
vantage of this, promoting an ini-
tiative of comprehensive regional
economic partnership through the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). This means
that its presence in the South-East
Asian markets will grow even
more, including in Australia and
New Zealand. In this context, the
Belt and Road Initiative can help
Kazakhstan attract investments
not only from Singapore, but also
from other countries in this re-
gion. The use of the Lianyungang
port’s capacity makes it possible
to speed up on-land delivery by
half compared to sea. Given that
almost half out of the 7,700 km
falls on our territory, our country
can earn at least $5 billion due to

so from other countries i South-East Asia

transit taxes received from con-
tainer transportation alone. If we
attract money to the infrastructure,
then even greater opportunities are
available.

That means that the sanctions
are beneficial in a certain sense.

Moreover, even  sanctions
against Turkey are beneficial to
us. Given the commonality of our
roots, the Turks can redirect some
of their investments in our region.
But in general, everything is very
fragile. Too many ifs ...

However, there are some un-
breakable rules; for example,
risk diversification. In particular,
the level of Beijing’s presence
in Central Asia, and especially
in Kazakhstan, is simply off the
scale. At the same time, the share
of trade with the United States
and Europe is falling. Probably,
there is a need to work more
with Asia without China. I do
not think that something worse
would happen.

It will not be worse. If we ana-
lyse the trends in the development
of relations between ASEAN
countries, the statements that Chi-
na conquers most of the econo-
mies of this region is more and
more often heard.

Obviously, this makes ASEAN
worry, but no one can openly
oppose such a strong player as
China. However, there is no point
for China to aggravate relations.
Therefore, we now have a chance
to attract attention to ourselves,
but this requires Central Asia to
create an attractive market for in-
vestments. The first steps to this
end have already been taken —
there is an active formation of a
free trade zone between Singapore
and the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).

But this is mostly the Russian
market...

Of course, Russia is the most
promising market for them. But
we can derive big dividends from
it. Another thing is that this pro-
cess will be slow and largely de-
pend on how the situation in Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan and its neighbours
will unfold.

Karlygash Ezhenova is the
editor-in-chief of Exclusive.kz.
This interview first appeared in
that magazine.
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Weeding out fake news 1s important, say OSCE
Central Asia Media Conference participants

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — Discussions among
media professionals on how to
collaborate in news production,
improve content quality, fight fake
news and increase media literacy,
as well as the issue of media free-
dom, were on the agenda at the
20th Organisation for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
Central Asia Media Conference
on The Future of Journalism held
Nov. 7-8 in the Kazakh capital.

Harlem Désir, OSCE Repre-
sentative on Freedom of the Media,
noted the opportunity for Kazakh-
stan and the Central Asian region
to be able to openly discuss media
freedom is a significant achieve-
ment after the last OSCE summit in
the city in 2010. Despite the fact the
system still has its flaws, the two-

Minister of Foreign Affairs Kairat Abdrakhmanov (L) and Harlem Désir, OSCE

Representative on Freedom of the Media.

day conference should serve as an
instrument for progress in the area.

“I hope that during this two-day
conference there will be the op-
portunity to discuss it with repre-
sentatives of the government and

officials coming from all the coun-
tries... We had a very constructive
meeting today with the Minister
of Communication [of Kazakh-
stan]. I think it is very important
that he came to open this confer-
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ence and listen to participants and
the contribution of my office and
what OSCE can bring to the de-
velopment of the media reality in
Kazakhstan,” he said referring to
a meeting on the same day with
Minister of Information and Com-
munication Dauren Abayev.

The agenda for the first day in-
cluded the global decrease in the
quality of media content in the face
of the rapidly-increasing quantity
of information sources in the dig-
itised era. Amid the chaotic flow of
information, tackling the problem
of so-called “fake news,” includ-
ing disinformation, hate speech
and terrorist propaganda, has never
been as important. Many countries
choose to punish people spreading
fake news on the legislative level.

“Of course, the government is
preoccupied with these trends of vio-
lence on social media and they adopt

legislation which restricts unlawful
content. But the risk is that it will also
affect the freedom of expression and
freedom of the media,” said Désir.

He noted the Kazakh criminal
code has room for improvement to be
more in line with OSCE standards. In
particular, he indicated articles 174
and 274 related to inciting the popu-
lation are too broadly defined.

“So, we [as OSCE] will provide
the government with legal advice
and expertise to improve this leg-
islation and to ensure more protec-
tion for media freedom,” he added.

The event participants repre-
sented the media, government and
civil society from Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, as
well as several international ex-
perts. Participants also discussed
the tools for effective fact check-
ing and journalistic ethics.

Norway’s practice shows col-
laborative fact-checking initiatives
such as Faktisk prove their effec-
tiveness in producing higher qual-
ity news. The collaboration of ma-
jor media agencies was essential
in its progress in a small country,
according to Faktisk journalist and
fact-checker Tore Bergsaker.

Factcheck.kz, a similar inde-
pendent fact checking initiative
funded by the Soros Foundation,
has been actively debunking suspi-
cious information in Kazakh mass
media. The project is the first of its
kind in Central Asia.

Other equally important steps in
reporting quality news are media
literacy and well-thought legisla-
tion, as well as introducing a me-
dia ombudsperson, noted Gulnara
Babadzhanova, director of the Pre-
paratory Centre for Journalists in
Uzbekistan.

Compre
devel

nensive infrastructure
opment to strengthen Central

Astan economies, says scholar

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA — Central Asian gov-
ernments must consolidate their
legal, regulatory, fiscal and physi-
cal infrastructures to enjoy greater
economic development, said a
prominent American scholar while
on a recent visit to Astana.

Ariel Cohen, Atlantic Council
Senior Fellow, International Tax
and Investment Centre (ITIC)
Energy, Growth and Security Pro-
gramme Director and International
Market Analysis boutique risk
consultancy founding principal,
explained the findings of a new
ITIC report he co-authored with
James Grant titled “The Future Is
Calling: Infrastructure Develop-
ment in Central Asia.”

The report was presented at the
fourth annual Astana Club meeting
Nov. 13, an event which gathered
50 leading experts, politicians and
diplomats from 33 countries to
discuss the region’s challenges and
opportunities.

In the report, the two authors
explore infrastructure investment
projects in Central Asia and ana-
lyse their potential for transforma-
tive economic development.

“Infrastructure is the foundation
for economic development — these
are roads, railroads, airports and
ports. You can go East to China,
West to Russia, to Georgia on the
Black Sea or to Pakistan’s Gwadar
port on the Indian Ocean — but to
trade, Central Asia needs to access
ports,” said Cohen in an exclusive
interview for this story.

Building infrastructure for infor-
mation technology (IT) and energy
is equally important.

“The way of the
future 1s, of course,
renewables — wind
and solar, with

gas compensating
for intermittency
disruptions.
Kazakhstan, with
so much uranium,
may also think about
nuclear energy.”

“Kazakhstan is a leader [in IT in-
frastructure] in the region, but not
relative to the developed world.
Eighty-five percent of Kazakh
families have a computer, whereas
it is only 14 percent in Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan and maybe a lit-
tle bit more in Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan. Still, broadband
penetration is very low... Energy
generation is still up to the last
century’s standards. Kazakhstan

is also the only country to have 70
percent of its energy coming from
coal. Other countries have a mix,
such as Uzbekistan, or all of their
energy comes from natural gas,
such as Turkmenistan. The way of
the future is, of course, renewables
— wind and solar, with gas com-
pensating for intermittency disrup-
tions. Kazakhstan, with so much
uranium, may also think about nu-
clear energy,” he added.

Beyond the hard infrastructure
for IT, energy and transport, Cohen
emphasised the importance of soft
infrastructure for sustainable eco-
nomic development.
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Ariel Cohen

“You have to have a regulatory
framework for people to start and
operate businesses in a safe and
secure way — that the bank will
not steal your money and disap-
pear, the construction company
will build an apartment building
that will not, God forbid, collapse
and the pharmaceutical company
will produce real medications that
help people and not fake pills,” he
added.

An exploration of the region’s
infrastructure would be incom-
plete without a look at the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), which
exemplifies the ways in which ex-
ternal partners bring both risks and
rewards to the region.

Cohen identified four ways of
interpreting Chinese investment in
Kazakhstan. The first narrative is
that Kazakhstan is a transit country
within the long-standing Silk Road
that connects East and West and
has plenty to offer to China and
Europe, such as oil and gas, raw
materials and services. The second
is that China is a major economy
aiming to invest in its neighbour-
ing countries’ development.

“The less benign narrative is that
China, with its massive industrial
potential, has a big, underserved in-
ternal industrial capacity and wants
to export goods and services around
itself. We see that they are building
Astana Light Metro, they seek to
sell their manufactured solar panels
and wind turbines and they would
like to use Kazakhstan’s agriculture
to grow food for Chinese consum-
ers,” the scholar said.

“The even less benign explana-
tion, that people in the U.S. put
forward, is that China is exporting

financial dependence... The more
you borrow, the more dependent
you become on your creditor —
some Central Asian countries al-
ready owe 50-60 percent of their
public debt to China,” he said on
alternative interpretations.

In his Nov. 13 address at Astana
Club, Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev outlined the U.S.-
China-Russia geopolitical rivalry,
U.S.-China trade war, military
confrontations in the Middle East,
cyber security threats, global ter-
rorism and poverty as key risks to
the region.

“Your President was prescient,
having known in advance that the
big wave of instability is coming.
I remember him talking about it
two or three years ago, that we are
entering an era of political turbu-
lence, which we are already in. I
am very worried about the con-
flicts between great powers... Ka-
zakhstan made the right choice, a
long time ago, to strike a balance
—to not be in the pocket of Russia,
China or the U.S. Still, the fact that
the U.S. did not find a good mo-
dus vivendi with either China or
Russia, and vice versa, means that
there is dangerous friction,” noted
Cohen.

According to the report, Ka-
zakhstan leads in attracting foreign
investment and in per capita in-
vestment and IT.

“Kazakhstan could take its coal-
fired plants and convert them into
natural gas ones. You have a lot
of uranium and could consider a
nuclear reactor, although it costs
a lot of money and involves a lot
of capital expenditure. It is also
very important to develop renew-
able energy capacity. Nazarbayev
understands this, and in fact hopes
to achieve 50 percent renewable
energy generation in the next 30
years, as outlined in his Strategy
2050. If Kazakhstan can become
a global and regional leader in re-
newables, it will place itself into
an advantageous position,” he said
on strengthening the country’s ex-
pertise in wind and solar.

“[The report] was very well re-
ceived and I received very good
feedback [at the Astana Club],” he
added. “The only thing that dis-
turbs and saddens me is that there
is a great sense that, as the Presi-
dent warned, the world is moving
in the wrong direction — toward in-
security and instability. The chal-
lenge for everybody right now is
to build systems for preventing
increasing conflicts, because there
are costs to doing business and
to development — be it an arms
race, bigger military budgets that
you cannot ‘eat,” higher insurance
rates, scared investors and the
many ways in which political risk
undermines growth.”

The soon-to-be-published re-
port may be accessed on www.
iticnet.org.

Kazak
joint o:

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA — Kazakhstan and Azer-
baijan are studying the possibility of
creating a joint oil and gas enterprise,
said Kazakh Minister of Energy
Kanat Bozumbayev and Azerbaijani
Minister of Energy Parviz Shahbazov
during their meeting in Astana.

“We are now considering the op-
portunity of setting up a joint en-
terprise in the oil and gas industry
because Azerbaijan, similar to Ka-
zakhstan, has a rich history of oil
and gas industry development. To-
day, Kazakhstan has big projects in
oil and gas exploration and we can
consolidate these efforts to establish
a joint venture with mutually benefi-
cial conditions,” said Shahbazov.

The two oil-rich countries are us-
ing the Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC)
pipeline, a 1,768-km trans-Caspian
export pipeline opened in 2005
which Kazakhstan joined the follow-
ing year. Oil exports through the BTC
were suspended from the second half
of 2015 until last year, when Kazakh-
stan opted to resume them.

“It is important what my colleague
said. Azerbaijan has developed oil
engineering, but as you know, we
support our content. We are now ne-

gotiating the construction of such a
plant in Kazakhstan involving Azer-
baijani capital, their experience, skills
and technologies to subsequently
supply these products to oil compa-
nies,” said Bozumbayev.

Construction of a liquefied gas
production plant in Aktau is also on
the agenda, he said.

Shahbazov noted possible coop-
eration in other fields, including ag-
riculture and tourism.

“As for agriculture, we would
like to introduce new components
as part of our working group. We
did a good job and trade grew large-
ly due to grain exports to Azerbai-
jan,” he added.

Bilateral trade reached $141.5
million from January-July, show-
ing 94.6-percent growth compared
to last year’s $72.7 million. Ex-
ports of $112.4 million also wit-
nessed a 98.9-percent hike from
last year’s $56.6 million, while im-
ports grew 79 percent from $16.2
million to $29 million.

Shahbazov referred to his coun-
try’s vast agrarian experience, not-
ing it “has always been an agricul-
tural country.”

“We have many products that we
can export to Kazakhstan and we
agreed to continue our activities in

1stan, Azerbarjan plan
il and gas venture

this area. Based on this, we want to
boost our trade again in the near fu-
ture,” he said.

In October, Kazakhstan expand-
ed the list of products that could be
exported to Azerbaijan.

“The analysis of global imports
to Azerbaijan juxtaposed with the
data on global Kazakh exports as
well as exports of Kazakhstan to
Azerbaijan revealed Azerbaijan has
a definite potential for the export of
Kazakh products,” said a statement
released by the Kazakh Ministry for
Investments and Development.

The ministry included 37 trade
positions with high export potential
such as metallurgy (ferrous metal
pipes, flat-rolled iron or non-alloy
steel and metal structures), chemistry
(pharmaceuticals and polypropyl-
ene), equipment (gas shut-off valves,
switchboards, transformers and static
converters) and the food industry
(chocolate, soft drinks and water).

Shahbazov noted the potential of
the Caspian Sea in developing tour-
ism, such as cruise routes.

Simplifying the visa regime is also
on the agenda, he added. At present,
Kazakh citizens can stay in Azerbai-
jan for a maximum of 90 days with-
out a visa and Azerbaijanis enjoy a
30-day visa-free stay in Kazakhstan.

WELCOME TO AVERY SPECIAL WINTER
SEASON OF FESTIVE SPARKLE!

Celebrate Christmas and New Year in the luxurious surroundings
of the Astana Marriott Hotel.
Spend the Festive season with us and enjoy an event to remember.

Christmas Eve Dinner - 24th of December
Christmas Lunch and Dinner - 25th of December
Festive take away - from the 1st of December

New Year Party - 31st of December

MARRIOTT
ASTANA

ASTANA MARRIOTT
2 DOSTYQ STREET
010000 ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN
T:+77172620772
E: eventsi@marriott-astana.com
W: astanamarriott.com
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Karakalpaks’ unique culture worth

celebrating and preserving in

Kazakhstan, says community leader

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA - The Karakalpak
ethno-cultural centre Zhaikhun has
consolidated the Karakalpak com-
munity’s cultural development in
the capital since 2016, said the
community’s leader Tazabike Sali-
yeva.

The Karakalpaks, an ethnic
group native to Karakalpakstan in
northwestern Uzbekistan, number
approximately 620,000 world-
wide, 56,000 of which reside in
Kazakhstan. The group settled on
the Amu Darya river in the 18th
century and may also be found in
significant numbers in Russia and
Turkmenistan. Their name comes
from the words kara (black) and
kalpak (hat).

Kazakhstan’s Karakalpak com-
munity began to develop in its first
years of independence. Twenty-six
years ago, the Karakalpak associa-
tion Alayar Zholy was established
in the Mangyshlak region. Later,
similar associations emerged in
Almaty — Bes Kala and Amiyu
Zhahasy, Atyrau — Yedil Zhaiyk
and Shymkent — Amiyu Sheshek-
leri.

“The Karakalpak ethno-cultur-
al association Zhaikhun was es-
tablished in Astana Dec. 9, 2016.
Since then, we have been actively
participating in all events held
by the Assembly of the People of
Kazakhstan in the capital,” said
Saliyeva.

The Karakalpaks’ language, cus-
toms and material culture are simi-
lar to other Central Asian groups,
particularly that of the Kazakhs.
The group uniquely preserves its

Tazabike Saliyeva and Karakalpak community members.

rich folklore through oral folk
art, with many tales and epics set
to music. Interestingly, it is dance
that brought the community and its
leader together in Astana.

“As a choreographer, I have
worked with many national cen-
tres in the capacity of a dance di-
rector. I was sad to discover that,
among these centres, there was not
a single Karakalpak centre show-
casing the group’s rich culture,

history, customs and literary herit-
age. For instance, 156 volumes of
Karakalpak oral folk art have been
preserved. We thus decided to cre-
ate our own centre, the Karakalpak
ethno-cultural association Zhaik-
hun,” said Saliyeva.

“The centre actively participates
in charity, dance, fashion and mu-
sic events” and seeks to expand its
activities, she noted.

“We aim to find as many repre-

sentatives of the Karakalpak na-
tion as possible and help them pre-
serve their language, customs and
culture. In my opinion, this aim
is pursued by every association in
the Assembly of the People of Ka-
zakhstan,” she said.

The centre is located at 17
Zhanibek Tarkhan Street and more
information can be found on Insta-
gram at @kk centre zhaihun and
(@kk_centre.kz.

Young peop.
families stuc

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA — We Art, a creative
centre designed to help young
people from socially vulnerable
families train for modern, in-de-
mand professions free of charge,
recently opened at Narxoz Uni-
versity in Almaty. The project is
supported by the Bulat Utemura-
tov Foundation.

“At We Art, our foundation
allocated a 21 million tenge
(US$56,200) grant. This centre
will help young people from
low-income families and or-
phans to realise themselves.

This is a good opportunity to
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get not only relevant profes-
sional skills, but also personal
qualities, which many of them
do not now get enough of,” said
foundation director Marat Ait-
magambetov.

We Art is a platform to de-
velop creative potential, a kind
of forge of talent. The centre not
only has qualified teachers, but
also mentors who help young
people with social adaptation.
They follow the graduates after
the end of the course and help
them find an interesting job, re-
ported Tengrinews.

The three-month training is
divided into three main stages.
Centre staff and professional

psychologists help young peo-
ple develop personal and crea-
tive skills, then concentrate on
professional training and intern-
ships. The first student is study-
ing in the digital and filmmak-
ing programme with teachers
including professional directors,
screenwriters and New York
Film Academy graduates Dias
Azimzhanov and Zhanel Sarieva.
The centre will be launching
digital marketing in partner-
ship with DAR ecosystem and is
planning to offer courses in cu-
linary arts, industrial design and
other popular professions.
Founded in 2014, the Bulat
Utemuratov  Foundation col-

¢ from low-1ncome
y in-demand professions

laborates with many non-profit
organisations, volunteer groups
and government agencies in-
volved in childhood develop-
ment in Kazakhstan and abroad.
The foundation develops socially
beneficial and effective projects,
focusing on creating and stimu-
lating system changes to provide
better access to more people. It
does not provide targeted as-
sistance, but collects money for

programmes that solve signifi-
cant social problems.

This year, the foundation has
five projects worth 499 million
tenge (US$1.3 million), each of
which differs significantly from
typical Kazakh charity projects.

Photo credit: tengrinews.kz.

Art activism
fo revive
contemporary art

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — Kazakh contempo-
rary artist Suinbike Suleimenova
presents a documentary about art-
ist Lidia Blinova as a part of Focus
Kazakhstan project that lasts Oct.
2018 — March 2019. For her, the
film is an achievement of art activ-
ism that contributed to the revival
of Kazakh contemporary art his-
tory and women artists’ represen-
tation.

The movie was made for Berlin’s
Bread and Roses exhibition and
continued to be shown in Kazakh-
stan. The display was dedicated to
four generations of Kazakh wom-
en artists. One of the participants
of the exhibition, contemporary
artist and Suinbike’s mother Saule
Suleimenova, devised the idea for
a movie about Blinova, wife of art-
ist Rustam Halfin. The two artists
made the movie for the exhibition
and presented it in the capital.

“She [Lidia] is a bridge between
avant-garde and contemporary art.

Among the art movement that ex-
isted during that time — socialist
realism, modernism — she made
something close to avant-garde
and [slowly] distanced herself
from avant-garde to contemporary
art along with Rustam Halfin,” said
Suinbike Suleimenova. “In the So-
viet times, being an artist always
had to entail official portraits, pas-
toral landscapes or working in the
style of social-realism in any way,
all of which Lidia successfully
avoided and never wanted to be
associated with.”

A major part of the film con-
sists of interviews with Blinova’s
friends and colleagues.

“People interviewed in the mov-
ie are those who knew her well be-
cause there are many people who
know Halfin [but little who knew
Lidia],” she noted.

She indicated the movie had sev-
eral tasks to fulfil, among which
the main one was to find the ori-
gins of the Kazakh contemporary

art.
Continued on Page B3

Kazakh orchestra
completes
European tour

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — The Kazakh Philhar-
monic Chamber Orchestra named
after Zhambyl gave concerts in
Dublin, Manchester, London, Mi-
lan and Rome during their recent
week-long tour across Europe.

The tour started in Dublin and
continued in Manchester, London,
Milan and Rome. The Kazakh
folk music played at the concerts
brought the traditional sounds of
the Great Steppe to the European
audience. Politicians, business
executives, cultural experts and
members of the diplomatic corps
who attended the concerts showed
interest in classical Kazakh music
and in the orchestra’s performance.
The orchestra performed under the
guidance of the Kazakh conductor
Yerbolat Akhmedyarov.

According to Canadian violinist
Lara St. John, who is currently one

of the best performers of Vival-
di’s “Four Seasons” in the music
world, she enjoyed performing
with the orchestra.

“We had an amazing time with
the Kazakh Chamber Orchestra. It
was so great. [ hope it was not the
last time,” said the violinist, ac-
cording to 24.kz.

According to Kazakh Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, at the concert in
Manchester, the Kazakh Ambas-
sador in the U.K. Yerlan Idrissov
thanked the orchestra participants
for their contribution to bringing
Kazakh culture to the world.

The tour also included the or-
chestra’s live performance at the In
Tune programme on BBC Radio 3,
which invites the best orchestras of
classical, jazz and folk music from
around the world. The recording of
the performance will be available
on the BBC website for a month.

Continued on Page B3
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ASTANA OPERA

Birzhan — Sara, opera

November 22 at 7 p.m.
November 30 at 7 p.m.

December 5 at 7 p.m.

ASTANA ARENA

FC Astana - FC Dynamo Kyiv,

November 29

at 9.50 p.m.

BARYS ARENA

HC Barys — HC Avtomobilist

December 1 at 5 p.m.

Yekaterinburg

December 3 at 5 p.m.

Magnitogorsk

ASTANA BALLET

December 1, 2 at 6 p.m.

Mikhail Fokine’s Ballets

Kyz Zhibek, opera

UEFA Europe League

HC Barys — HC Metallurg

Love’s Lost Idols
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Travelling 1s natural freedom,
says bicyclist and alpinist

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA — Travelling is a life
changing experience. For Almaty
native and experienced alpinist
Magzhan Sagimbayev, the first
Kazakh to travel the world on
a solo bicycle trip, it is a natural
freedom.

Sagimbayev, also project man-
ager at Kazakh Geographic So-
ciety, is among the country’s 100
New Faces, representing exem-
plary individuals throughout the
country whose sustained efforts
inspire other citizens.

Sagimbayev is known for his
Bike the Earth trip, travelling
through 22 countries in 380 days.
His course wound through China,
Australia, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Laos, Malaysia, Thailand, Ecua-
dor, Columbia, Spain, Portugal,
France, Austria, Hungary, Bulgar-
ia, Serbia, Iran, Turkey, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan and Turk-
menistan.

“I came up with this idea in
2013, when two cyclists from
France, Marc and Gotye, visited
Kazakhstan. I liked their story and
their photos. They inspired me. In
2014, T welcomed Carolina from
France to the city, who got here by
foot and it took her two years. This
was a ‘wow’ for me. She showed
me photos; she was a great pho-
tographer. I have rarely seen such
photos anywhere,” he said in an
interview for this story.

Sagimbayev wrote “Nomad on
Two Wheels,” where he narrates
his journey in notes taken during
the trip. He will present the book
Nov. 24 at Dostyk Plaza in Almaty.

“The book includes notes that I

Magzhan Sagimbayev

wrote daily. There are more than
200. We have been working with
my editor Ulpan Ramazanova for
more than a year. The book is in
print now,” he added.

The stories of different people
motivate the Kazakh traveller.

“People inspire me, their sto-
ries. Every person motivates you
to achieve a new goal and I was
inspired, too. We read many books
when we were children. This child
curiosity helped in adult life. Why
not see the world, meet new people
and see how they live there?” he
said.

“There is also one great movie
‘Into the Wild.” This story was
found by journalist Jon Krakauer
and then directed by Sean Penn.
This story of Chris McCandless
[an American hiker known for giv-
ing away all of his possessions and
heading to Alaska’s wilderness]
is really great. The film inspires a
person to freedom, freedom from
civilisation, freedom from this

world. Something at that moment
happened in my mind and I de-
cided to launch such a project,” he
added.

Travelling has always been a
part of people’s lives, said Sagim-
bayev, noting explorers James
Cook and Christopher Columbus
opened entire continents.

“It was the desire of people to
discover the world, see new peo-
ple, visit new lands and now peo-
ple, and me personally, travel to
open the world for ourselves,” said
Sagimbayev.

He believes travelling is a big
school and does not necessarily
entail crossing a border.

“It inspires and gives you wings
and knowledge in terms of lan-
guage, culture, culinary, traditions,
outlook and communication with
people. I believe this bundle instils
new values. You have something
to compare, too,” he noted.

“The world is diverse. Some live
a rich life, for example, in Europe,

America or Australia, and some
live very poor. When you see all
this, something changes in your
world perception. I believe that is
why I love travelling and because
a person can escape from routine
daily life,” he added.

An experienced alpinist, Sagim-
bayev is also known for his moun-
tainous adventures, where a person
“can get closer to nature, closer to
real and return to a natural habi-
tat,” he said.

He plans to complete the famous
Seven Summits challenge, an ulti-
mate lifetime achievement, where
the goal is to climb the highest
peaks in each of the seven conti-
nents. To date, he has scaled Ac-
oncagua (the second highest of the
Seven Summits), Kilimanjaro, El-
brus and Vinson and plans to climb
6,194-metre Denali Peak in North
America. He has also been part of
an expedition to the South Pole
and plans to reach the North Pole.

Sagimbayev travels with the
Kazakh Geographic Society team
that has completed several expe-
ditions in recent years. The group
has finished Uly Dala Eline Saya-
hat (Tour across the Country of
the Great Steppe), Expedition 25
celebrating the 25th anniversary
of Kazakhstan’s Independence and
the Zhetisy expedition.

“Each trip is unique and interest-
ing in itself. I gain new motivation
and knowledge from each jour-
ney,” he said.

“I cannot sit in one place. I want
to do active things and feel that
you experience this path. This is
a challenge in itself. Any climb-
ing is hard, but these trials make
you stronger and you feel you truly
live,” he added.

Inspiring diary of climber Anatoli
Boukreev released in Russian

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA —“Above the Clouds,”
a diary-based book about moun-
taineer Anatoli Boukreev edited
and translated into Russian by Ser-
gei Boiko, was presented Nov. 17
in Moscow. Boukreev’s compan-
ion Linda Wylie initially released
“Above the Clouds — Diaries of a
High-Altitude Mountaineer” in the
U.S. in 2001.

“I am interested in history and
peoples’ life stories. I was inter-
ested to know more about Anatoli
Boukreev not as a mountaineer,
but as a personality. I read books
about him and became interested
in his story. I thought that the story
about Boukreev was not complete.
Two years ago, I found a post by
Kazakh mountaineer Asset Dani-
yalov, who was also wondering
why this book was not available in
Russian. I told him that [ was ready
to translate Boukreev’s diaries.
It turned out that he knew Linda
Wylie and later we discussed the
opportunity to publish diaries in
Russian with Linda,” said Boiko
in an interview for this story.

Sergei Boiko

Boukreev and his achievements
became widely known after the
tragedy on Mount Everest in May
1996, when participants from sev-
eral commercial expeditions en-
countered a disastrous blizzard.
Boukreev saved three people and
the amazing story became the ba-
sis for the film “Everest,” directed
by Baltasar Kormakur in 2015.

The diaries reveal more than
just the details of the rescue. What
is mountaineering for climbers?
Could you conquer the mountains
or do you just climb? What is the
price for a person’s life at a height
of eight kilometres? Is an oxygen

tank in the death zone a guarantee
of safety or an illusion? Boukreev
provides the answers to these and
many other questions.

The book also contains the
memories of Italian mountaineer
Simone Moro, Boukreev’s partner
and participant on his last expedi-
tion. Boukreev was killed in an
avalanche in 1997 during a winter
ascent of Annapurna in Nepal.

The original diaries, extended
and supplemented, are now avail-
able to the Russian-speaking audi-
ence.

“I am incredibly fascinated by
this story and I wanted to tell more
about his life. I am also attracted
to the mountains and countries
where they are located starting
from mountaineering stories to the
history of countries, politics, eth-
nography and other things,” said
Boiko.

A news editor by trade, Boiko is
fascinated by writing and translat-
ing books. His first venture was
translating “The CIA’s Secret War
in Tibet” by Kenneth Conboy and
James Morrison.

“Linda Wylie’s book is well

structured and I wanted to do
the same in Russian, but I faced
some difficulties. The book was
published in 2001 and since then,
some of the original diaries were
lost. The book also included not
only what Boukreev wrote in the
middle and late 1990s, but also at
the time when he lived in the U.S.
There were some difficulties in
synchronising materials. I thought
that the work on the book would
take several months, but in the end,
it took more than a year,” he said.

Boiko also plans to organise a
book presentation in Kazakhstan.

“It was interesting to me how
a high-class climber explains his
desire to go to the mountains. I
found this out in his diaries. It was
interesting to learn how the climb-
ers perceive what mountaineering
generally gives them for personal
development. The reader can find
the answer to what mountaineering
gives to a person. It will be inter-
esting for a wide range of readers.
Boukreev and his unique story still
attract readers. I hope that the book
will be available in Kazakhstan
soon,” he said.

Photo exhibition
commemorates St. John
Paul I[, Whadystaw Bukowinski

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA — “Polish Advocates
of Freedom — Saint John Paul II
and Blessed Father Wtadystaw
Bukowinski,” a photo exhibition
recently opened in the capital, pays
tribute to two significant religious
figures both in their historical
homeland Poland and in the world.

“We brought 12 stands; of those,
10 are devoted to St. John Paul
IT and his visit to Kazakhstan in
2001. Two weeks ago, the exhibi-
tion was organised in Vilnius and
a week later in Lvov. There, we
showcased materials from his jour-
ney to Lithuania and Ukraine. All
three exhibitions display stands
that are about the apostle of Ka-
zakhstan and priest Wladystaw
Bukowinski,” said Magdalena
Okai, programme director of the
Pomoc Polakom na Wschodzie
(Aid to Poles in the East) Founda-
tion, which organised the event.

“We brought 12
stands; of those, 10
are devoted to St.
John Paul II and his
visit to Kazakhstan in
2001. Two weeks ago,
the exhibition was
organised in Vilnius
and a week later in
Lvov. There, we
showcased materials
from his journey

to Lithuania and
Ukraine.”

Born in 1920 in Wadowice, a
southern city not far from Krakow,
St. John Paul II was the first Pol-
ish pope. He is better known in the
country as Karol Wojtyla.

St. John Paul II paid an official

Photo credit: inform.kz.

visit to Kazakhstan only days after
the tragic 9/11 terrorist attacks in
New York. During the trip, he re-
peatedly expressed words of bless-
ing for the country and its people
emphasising its important task.

“Kazakhstan, you have the mis-
sion of being a bridge between re-
ligions, between nations and con-
tinents,” he said.

Bukowinski was born in 1904
in Berdyczow, now Ukraine. He
served 13 years, five months and
ten days of hard labour in a labour
camp and was exiled to Karagan-
da in 1954.

Though he had an opportu-
nity to return to his homeland,
Bukowinski chose to stay in Kara-
ganda where he continued his mis-
sion until his death in 1974. He
also travelled to remote regions of
the country.

Bukowinski visited Poland sev-
eral times, where he met St. John
Paul II, who expressed interest in
his priest mission, pastoral care
and charity work in Kazakhstan.
During his visit to the capital, St.
John Paul II said he learned about
the nation from Bukowinski.

Polish Ambassador Selim Chaz-
bijewicz, Archbishop of Metropol-
itan Archdiocese of Saint Mary in
Astana Tomasz Bernard Peta and
professor Dominika Zukowska-
Gardzinska of Cardinal Stefan
Wyszynski University in Warsaw
were among the guests attending
the opening.

“I am studying and promoting
the lessons of the Pope among
students at Cardinal Stefan
Wyszynski University in War-
saw and The Centre for Thought
of John Paul II, which I am rep-
resenting today. I am glad to be
back in Kazakhstan. I visited
the country four years ago with
my husband. We travelled from
Poland to Kazakhstan by bicy-
cle and drove 26,000 kilometres
within six weeks. This jour-
ney certainty helped me think
deeper about the Pope’s trip to
Kazakhstan,” said Zukowska-
Gardzinska.

Almaty and Astana hold events dedicated to Denis Ten’s memory

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA — Almaty and the cap-
ital recently honoured the memory
of figure skater Denis Ten, the 2014
Olympic bronze medalist and first
Kazakh to stand on the podium
at multiple world championships,
who was murdered this summer
during a carjacking attempt. The
former city installed a memorial
plaque on the house where he was
born and raised, while the latter
presented a photo exhibition dedi-
cated to his memory. His family,
colleagues and fans attended the
ceremonies.

“He wanted to live only in this
country and glorify only this coun-
try. Unfortunately, it so happened
that he died in the country... He

glorified his homeland. Millions of
people who watched all his speech-
es searched for Kazakhstan on the
map, because everyone knows
where he is and everyone has
learned [about the country] through
him,” Russian trainer Tatyana Tara-
sova said through tears.

“He worked in Moscow under
the leadership of Lena Vodorezova
for a long time. She invited me and
I helped... and I was so happy, you
know... Iran him at full speed every
day for training, because communi-
cation with such a talented person
makes you happy,” she added.

Almaty authorities are planning
to hold a tournament in his name,
noted Deputy Akim (Mayor) Ar-
man Kyrykbaev.

“The bright memory of Denis
will always be in the hearts of all

Tatyana Tarasova (L) and Denis Ten’s mother.

Photo credit: sputnik.kz.. o

Kazakh people and we will do eve-
rything to make it so,” he said.
“We consider Denis our common
achievement... The flight of the
star was interrupted cruelly, treach-
erously. It made us all stand still,
from all [that has] happened. We,
Russians, will always remember
him,” said Yevgeny Bobrov, Consul
General of the Russian Federation.
The plaque was mounted on the
house at 46 Nazarbayev Avenue and
the D10 world exhibition opened
Nov. 10. Participants noted they
came not to grieve, but to honour the
memory of the outstanding athlete.
Minister of Culture and Sports
Arystanbek Mukhamediuly noted
Ten was and remains an example
for the younger generation. For
ten days, fans will be able to see
photographs from various events

taken during the athlete’s lifetime,
as well as a special video project
created by his colleagues and
friends. Entrance is free.

“Personally, it is difficult for me
to be here, because Denis was my
friend. Emotions are very mixed,
but the exhibition is very beauti-
ful. It was very hard now to watch
the video from the show Denis Ten
and his Friends, because it was just
recently. Of course, Denis was a great
athlete, the hero of his people, and he
will always remain in our hearts,” said
Russian skater Yelena Radionova.

Ten was attacked on one of Al-
maty’s main streets July 19 as he
tried to detain the thieves with mir-
rors from his car. He was taken to
the hospital, where he subsequent-
ly died from blood loss. Ten was
25 years old.
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Astana Opera premieres “Abair”

Staff Report

ASTANA — The Astana Opera
presented “Abai” Nov. 8 and Sym-
phony No. 9 by Ludwig van Bee-
thoven Nov. 10 at the Carlo Felice
Theatre in Genoa, reported the
theatre’s press service.

The opera, created by Latif Kha-
midi and Akhmet Zhubanov, was
also broadcast live in 40 countries.
Astana Opera principal soloist
Sundet Baigozhin performed the
main part of Abai, with Nurlan
Bekmukhambetov as Aidar and
Maira Mukhamedkyzy as Azhar.

“Presenting our Kazakh mu-
sic, performing a national opera
abroad is one of the main goals of
Kazakh artists. The opera ‘Abai’
is the epitome of the true Kazakh
spirit, the life of our ancestors.
We, the performers, must convey

1n

Photo credit: Astana Opera.

(Genoa

the whole essence of the opera to
the European listeners. I know that
the opera ‘Abai’ was staged in the
German language in Germany, but
it will be performed in Italy in Ka-
zakh for the first time... Abai is a
legendary person for the Kazakh
people; he is an outstanding poet,
educator and philosopher who be-
came the nation’s spiritual teacher.
This is why it is a great responsi-
bility for me to perform this role
in Italy, even though I have of-
ten portrayed the character of the
great Abai in our country,” said
Baigozhin at the press conference
prior to the tour.

The national opera features the
rich traditions of the Kazakh peo-
ple through virtuoso performances
of artists and national dances. The
set design emphasised the beauty
of the great steppe and the audi-
ence especially admired the yurts

(traditional dwellings for nomads)
with their golden embroidery un-
der the high blue sky.

“I was greatly impressed by the
scene where Aidar is dying. The
soloist [Nurlan Bekmukhambetov]
sung his aria lying down, which
requires special training, because
singing in this position is not easy.
Sundet Baigozhin in the role of
Abai was certainly one of the best
performers. He has a very beauti-
ful and resonant baritone and from
an acting point of view he was
able to show his character’s wise
nature. Overall, 1 liked the per-
formance very much. It is a great
joy for us to get acquainted with
Kazakh opera for the first time,
to learn about your art. I was sur-
prised that animals were involved
in the production and everything
was very spectacular,” said audi-
ence member Gustavo Neri.

Abstract realist
brings back
nomadic romance

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — Painter Adilgali Bay-
andin, a member of the Union of
Artists of Kazakhstan, classifies his
works as abstract realism, a seem-
ingly oxymoronic term that makes
sense only after one sees his work.
His favourite genre is historic ro-
manticism, for many of his paint-
ings transport the beholder to the
romance of the nomadic lifestyle.

“Kezdesu” (“Meeting”) con-
veys the story of a young couple
on horseback, as he put it, “be-
ing drunk in love” in the Kazakh
steppes with the bustling atmos-
phere of a traditional nomadic
household in the background. The
realistic scenario is infused with
elements of abstract art that make
it especially vivid and vibrant. The
contradiction of abstract realism
has become his signature.

In addition to his scenic paint-
ings, Bayandin is also recognised
and praised for his portraits. He
is especially proud of his paint-
ings of Bauyrzhan Momyshuly (a
Kazakh-Soviet military officer)
and Kazakh composer Shamshi
Kaldayakov, as well as several
portraits of his students.

“A  portrait painting requires
strenuous effort. A painting should
depict the character of a person,
his or her inner world,” he said.

His portrait of Kazakh fashion
designer Dinara Satzhan holds a
special place in the artist’s heart.
Bayandin noted he was able to see
and show her creative inclination
long before she started to make a
name in the industry.

His ultimate source of inspira-
tion is music, as he feels melodic
composition and painting have
many similarities.

“First of all, I work with col-
ours. I try to reveal the secrets of
colours. It is closely correlated
with music. A colour has its tonal-
ity. If you misplace a single note,
then the whole sound gets spoiled.
Similarly, if you misuse a colour, it
will disrupt the harmony and leave
you with a sense of incomplete-
ness,” said Bayandin.

He is also influenced by poetry
and nature.

“Once I read a poem and just in
a few words the poet phrased the

thought that I couldn’t express in
my painting for weeks. Then, I was
inspired and drew it right away,”
he added.

The process of inspiration is re-
ciprocal for those in the art world,
as Bayandin recalled composer
friends who would write music
moved by his paintings. He be-
lieves poets, composers and art-
ists should create a hub where they
could more closely interact.

Creating such space and, there-
by, supporting artists is important,
as art has often been the source of
human progress, change and inno-
vation. Leonardo Di Vinci’s “Mona
Lisa” not only altered art practice,
but elevated the role of women in
the medium. Banksy’s “Les Mis”
raised questions of people’s power
and political pressure. Art dictates
fashion, questions politics and rais-
es social problems, he said.

As an artist, Bayandin is always
in search of new techniques and
styles. In the last four years, his
works have evolved from slow and
calm to energetic and thrilling. The
key to a great painting, however, is
the “inner state of a painter.”

“We are like scientists. We have
to know a lot. Mistakes in anato-
my and geometry are harshly criti-
cised. Scientists are driven by a
pure knowledge, while we painters
have to use knowledge along with
our hearts. Sometimes, it is only
your heart that helps you to paint
and then you end up with a fasci-
nating piece of art,” he said.

His exhibit, “Through the eyes
of the artist,” was shown last fall
in the First President’s Library mu-
seum. He is now preparing “a con-
cept” of his paintings to organise
another showing next year.

Bayandin was born Dec. 14,
1966, in the small village of
Kyzylzhar in the Aktobe region.
He graduated from the Kazakh
State Academy of Arts in 1994.

He won numerous fine arts exhi-
bitions, festivals and symposiums
in Kazakhstan and abroad. His
works can be found in museums
in the Baltic states, Germany, Ka-
zakhstan, South Korea, the U.S.
and other countries, while some
are held in private collections.
Bayandin has also illustrated the
books “Kobylandy,” “Kotibar”
and “Tailak batyr.”

Adilgali Bayandin and his painting “Kezdesu.”

Kazakh literature to be translated
into United Nations languages

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA - As a part of the
Contemporary Kazakh Culture in
a Global World project, the Ka-
zakh National Translation Bureau
is facilitating the translation of
Kazakh literature into the Arabic,
Chinese, English, French, Span-
ish and Russian languages.

According to the bureau, the
project, part of the Rukhani Zhan-
gyru (Modernisation of Kazakh-
stan’s Identity) programme, seeks
to present the achievements of
Kazakh literature, music, visual
arts, choreography, cinema and
theatre during the years of in-
dependence to the world. Two
anthologies of contemporary Ka-
zakh prose and poetry are current-
ly being translated and prepared
for publication. Each anthology
will be approximately 600 pages
and include 30 Kazakh authors.
The anthology will be made in
hard copies, electronic and audio
editions.

The content of the editions was
approved at a meeting of the Ka-
zakh Writers Union in Almaty.
Aida Balayeva, head of the Presi-
dent’s Administration Internal

Policy Department, leads the pro-
ject.

The signing of the agreements
with partner organisations from
the United Kingdom, Spain,
France, Russia, China and Egypt
took place in May-October. The
partners of the bureau will con-
tribute to the distribution of the
anthologies in their own countries
and countries speaking the lan-
guage of translation.

The first partnership for the
translations was made with the
Cambridge University Press and
British Council for English lan-
guage publications.

“We believe that presence of the
British Council’s support, and co-
operation with such well-known
organisation as Cambridge Uni-
versity Press that has 500 years
history, will undoubtedly serve
for our project’s success,” said
Balayeva during the signing of
the agreement.

The partnership for the Span-
ish translation was made with the
Ministry of Culture of Spain. The
Cervantes Institute acts an advisor
for this work.

“We pay great attention to the
quality of translation for contem-
porary Kazakh literature to reach

the hearts of Spanish people. I
hope that the joint work of our
creative teams will make a great
contribution to the strengthening
relations of the Kazakh and Span-
ish culture,” noted Balayeva.

The French translation is pre-
pared with the cooperation of the
City Hall of Paris and the Na-
tional Book Centre of France that
acts as an external observer of the
translation’s quality. The Michel
de Maule publishing house that
has more than 30 years of trans-
lation and publishing experience
in the sphere of art and literature
was chosen to work on antholo-
gies. The Prestige Communica-
tion Global Communications
Agency, which is widely known
in the French-speaking environ-
ment, will help promote the an-
thologies.

“This project will give the
French reader a good opportunity
to get to know the new culture,”
said founder of the publishing
house and French correspondent
Thierry de la Croix.

The Russian anthologies will be
prepared with the Moscow State
University (MSU) Publishing
House and Russian Writers Un-
ion’s Moscow community. MSU

Publishing House Director Alex-
ander Vereza said the university
would make every effort to imple-
ment the project. Russian Writ-
ers Union Moscow City Council
Chairman Vladimir Boyarinov
added the process of preparing the
translation for anthology would
positively impact cultural interac-
tion, especially among writers.

The Chinese and Arabic trans-
lations’ agreements were signed
during the same ceremony with
Chinese  Nations  Publishing
House and Egyptian Centre for
Culture and Education.

Nations Publishing House is
a state organisation specialising
in translations. It annually pub-
lishes approximately 20 fiction
books for 56 ethnic groups living
in China. Since 1953, the Kazakh
department is operating in the
publishing house.

The Egyptian Centre for Cul-
ture and Education is widely pro-
moting the Arabic language and
culture. It is one of the organisa-
tions engaged in strengthening
cultural and humanitarian ties be-
tween Egypt and other countries.
The centre has representative of-
fices in 25 countries.

Art activism to revive contemporary art

Continued from Page B1

“[First,] how a woman artist
exists, [why and when] she calls
herself an artist then and now.
Then, the other no less important
issue is how we archive and pre-
serve, where all these [artworks]
disappear. Also, a connection be-
tween these two ideas — between
heritage and the feeling that you
are important enough to preserve
and archive your works. If there
is not enough self-confidence,
[your] heritage will disappear,
especially when it’s an artist who
treats her works carelessly,” she
added.

To show Halfin in the movie was
strategic.

“It was a contrast to show how
much is known about him and
how little about her. [...] I hope
that the movie touched upon [the
theme of] what belongs to whom
when the work is made in a group
of artists and the group takes the
name of one artist,” said Suinbike
Suleimenova.

Saule Suleimenova, contempo-
rary artist Almagul Menlibayeva,
and centre director Roza Abenova
discussed art conditions in Ka-
zakhstan for the first time last year
at the Contemporary Art Centre
of the Kazakh National Museum.
Saule Suleimenova expressed Ka-
zakh art community’s concerns
and recommendations in a peti-
tion sent to Kazakh Prime Minister
Bakytzhan Sagintayev.

“This is a centre for contempo-
rary art, so some things need to be
clear for everyone: what contem-
porary art is, what kind of media it
uses, what themes are discussed in
contemporary art,” Suinbike Sulei-
menova said to The Astana Times.

The petition brought productive
results.

“Ruhani Zhangyru (Moderni-
sation of Kazakhstan’s Identity)
programme held roundtables and
invited artists to the discussions
about the conditions of Kazakh
art. They invited all artists, mem-
bers of the [Kazakh] Artists Union,
artists from different cities of the

country, from various fields such
as graphic artists, painters and of
different generations including
contemporary art who were under-
represented before,”’she added.

The discussions were a form
of art activism, when artists sup-
ported certain social groups and
reacted to acute social issues to at-
tract people’s attention. In turn, the
roundtable led to organising the
Focus Kazakhstan project as part
of the programme.

“When Focus Kazakhstan ap-
peared [...] there was a deci-
sion to organise [art] residences
for Kazakh artists. Two groups of
artists were sent to Momentum
Worldwide in Berlin,” said Suin-
bike Suleimenova.

The practice, known as the
artists in residence programme,
offers them the opportunity to
travel abroad to study and create
their work. Professional artists’
residences require the individual
to have a portfolio and an idea.
The artist picks several courses
and, at the end, produces a work

based on the idea and using the
skills acquired during his or her
residence.

The host country or organisation
usually funds all spending or art-
ists pay the costs themselves. In
this case, the Kazakh government
funded the groups in Berlin for
two months.

“It was the first time for an artist
in residence to practice in Kazakh-
stan,” she noted.

The residence was organised by
curators David Elliot, Menlybaye-
va and Rachel Ritz Volloh, who
were also the curators of the Bread
and Roses exhibition.

Suinbike Suleimenova is inter-
ested in different spheres such as
music, poetry and cinematogra-
phy. Although genres are neces-
sary, she believes they might make
an artist stick to their frames and
rules. Therefore, she prefers to call
herself an author in Russian, the
equivalent of an artist in English.
She is the organiser of the FemA-
goraCA festival, FemFilmCA and
MEDIA Rights initiatives.

Kazakh orchestra completes European tour

Continued from Page B1

The concerts were organised
by the Kazakh Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports with the support
of the Kazakh Embassy in the
U.K. The tour is a part of the
Contemporary Kazakh Culture
in a Global World project under

the Ruhani Zhangyru (Moderni-
sation of Kazakhstan’s Identity)
programme and dedicated to the
celebration of the 25th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations be-
tween Kazakhstan and the U.K.
and Ireland.

The soloists of the concerts were
Kazakh clarinettist Bekturgan

Zholaman and St. John who gave
an Oct. 20 concert in Almaty be-
fore the tour.

The first concert before the Eu-
ropean tour was held for the Al-
maty audience with the Canadian
Embassy support. The repertoire
of the orchestra included Kazakh
composer and folk artist Kurman-

gazy and composer and dombra
(Kazakh musical instrument)
player Dauletkerey’s composi-
tions “Balbyrauyn” and “Kero-
gly”, Antonio Vivaldi’s “Four
Seasons,” Edward Elgar’s “Ser-
enade for Strings” and composi-
tions of Gioachino Rossini and
Fabian Miiller.
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through public-private partnership

. . .
projects with Kazgeology, with
nvestment into geology and subsoil use industry e =
conducting research and transfer-
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ring technology in the country.
to be heavily icentivised, says minister
y , y pre-studied objects, necessitating
early-stage research in the country.
an example of the industry’s major  form of imposing royalties on the “These kinds of databases exist “There is a gap in continuity,” “The increase in state funding
By Dilshat Zhussupova regulatory reform. sale of raw materials in place of in all the leading countries of the  said Kassymbek. “The average ex-  of early-stage exploration to 20
“Under the code, the first-come, the existing mineral extraction tax =~ mining and metallurgical industry.  perienced geologist is close to re-  billion tenge (US$53.47 million)

ASTANA — The geology and first-served principle was intro- would allow for further improve-  This system will combine all his- tirement, while young profession- annually will improve the sites’
subsoil use industry is a significant  duced, terms for granting subsoil ment. Save for Kazakhstan and torical geological data and deliver als have only recently completed investment potential,” he noted

contributor to Kazakhstan’s econ-  use rights were reduced, the state  Russia, countries with a booming it in a modern format,” said the training.” speaking about the 1.2 million
omy, accounting for approximate-  subsurface resources management mining industry have adopted this  minister. The minister noted that electric ~ square metres available for geo-
ly 50 percent of investment inflow,  programme was adopted, freer ac-  practice. In addition, the ministry is to al- ~ vehicle engines and smartphone logical study in Kazakhstan.

and is undergoing major reform, cess to geological information was A national database of mineral locate grants for geology training fillings have sharply increased rare Upon hearing the report, Ka-

said Kazakh Minister for Invest- provided and many administrative  resources will also launch in late  and retraining and update training  earth metal demand. Given the in-  zakh Prime Minister Bakytzhan
ments and Development Zhenis  barriers were eliminated,” said the 2019 under the Digital Kazakhstan ~ programmes with the Ministry of  dustry’s new trends and technolo-  Sagintayev called for greater ef-
Kassymbek at a Nov. 13 govern-  minister. programme. Funded by Kazgeol- Education and Science, given the  gies, “additional budget financing ficiency in replenishing the coun-
ment meeting. In the Fraser Institute’s recent ogy, the data bank will increase industry’s shortage in human re- is needed for geological explora- try’s mineral resource base. He

The recently adopted and im- ranking on investment attractive-  investment inflows through easing  sources despite more than 1,600 tion and incentivising investment  emphasised the importance of fully
plemented code on subsoil and ness in geology and subsoil use, investors’access to subsoiluseand Kazakh university students train- in the search for rare earth ele- utilising Kazgeology in realising
subsoil use corresponds to inter- Kazakhstan improved from 73rd  ensuring accurate information and  ing in geology and 41 studying ments to improve Kazakhstan’s these goals and tasked the Ministry
national approaches to geology to 24th place among 104 countries.  the transparency of state bodies under the Bolashak programme competitiveness,” he said. of Finance with securing additional
and subsoil use regulation and is  Kassymbek put forward that re- and subsoil users’ activities. abroad. Investments have been attracted  financing for the industry.

) mistry to - Majilis adopts health legislati dment
J J protection and improved medical medical rehabilitation for patients a result of increasing financing in
b Staff Report education and science. diagnosed with tuberculosis. the health system,” said Birtanov.
ul On uS lneS S The model of a guaranteed vol- The mandatory social medical Majilis chair Nurlan Nigmatu-
ASTANA - The Kazakh Majilis, ume of free medical care will be  insurance covers other medical ser- lin stressed the importance of the
the lower house of the country’s Par-  aligned with World Health Organi-  vices including preventive medical — changes.

.
en Vlronm ent I/'O I/'es S liament, recently endorsed changes  sation standards to seek universal  check-ups; high-cost laboratory “The significance of this bill is
to 11 legislative documents, includ-  health coverage. services such as for hormones, vi-  that a new model of the guaranteed

ing the Health Code, Criminal Code, As part of the plan, medical tamins and antigens and high-cost = volume of medical care was devel-

Kazakhstan shifted from sixth t0 | Criminal Procedure Code and Ad-  services such as ambulance and  diagnostic services including com-  oped that encompasses the entire

By Dilshat Zhussupova fourth place in enforcing contracts, | ministrative Offences Code. medical aviation, primary health  puter tomography (CT) scans and  population of the country with ba-
having simplified the process by The amendments cover several care, emergency outpatient and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI).  sic medical services,” he said.

ASTANA — Kazakhstan has en-  providing open access to court de- | areas, said Minister of Healthcare  inpatient care and palliative care “With these amendments in The bill also stipulated incorpo-

tered the top 30 countries in the  cisions and statistical reports and | Yelzhan Birtanov. The changes will be provided to all citizens, re-  place, we expect certain results. rating international standards in
world 1n-€ase of domg' business  expanding court automation so0 | include a new model for the coun-  turnees, foreigners and individuals ~ The duties of the state were clearly ~medical education and evaluating
and will continue fostering a dy-  that the proportion of electronic | try’s guaranteed volume of free  without citizenship permanently defined and overload that is com-  faculty members’ competency and

namic environment, said Minister ~ applications is now in excess of 90 | medical care and compulsory so-  residing in the country. mon among primary care physi- students’ knowledge and skills.

of National Economy Timur Sulei-  percent. The country also moved | cial medical insurance package, The amendments also deal with  cians will be decreased, [including] Integrated academic medical
menov at a Nov. 6 government  from 52nd to 35th in dealing with | improved corporate management socially significant and chronic —emergency medical services. For centres and the university clinic
meeting chaired by Prime Minister  construction permits. of medical organisations, introduc-  diseases and provide for consul- the population, it entails increas- system at Nazarbayev University
Bakytzhan Sagintayev. “Three suggested reforms from | ing a single plan to develop health- ~ tancy and diagnostic care, am- ing access to medical care and de-  will serve as examples in combin-

Kazakhstan jumped from 36th  the WB have been taken into ac- | care infrastructure, public health bulance medicine provisions and  clining out-of-pocket spending as  ing science, practice and education.
place last year to 28th in the 2019  count,” said Suleimenov on Ka-

World Bank Doing Business Re-  zakhstan’s performance on con-
port, the 16th in a series of annual  tract enforcement and acquiring

) )
reports investigating the regula-  construction permits. “First, elimi-
tions that influence domestic firms’  nating the need to obtain addi- ral I S O 1| I \N/ O aza Sa e 1 es
activities in 190 countries. In the  tional building permits from local

Ease of Doing Business score, the  executive bodies in the case that . ° °
country ranked higher in enforc- a customer has rights to the plot
ing contracts, starting businesses, of land. Secondly, reducing the a Oar a COn VV 1 CO S I I Il lon
trading across borders, enforcing timeline for draft design approval o
contracts dealing with construc- by Almaty’s department of archi-
tion permits, getting credit and re-  tecture and urban planning from Staff Report
solving insolvency. 15 to 10 working days. Thirdly,
Kazakhstan shifted from 41th  providing the option for electronic ASTANA —The price tag for Ka-
to 36th place in starting new  construction commencement noti- | zakhstan to launch two of its satel-
businesses, having simplified the fication, which now takes no more | lites aboard the Falcon 9 launch
process by eliminating post-reg-  than 10 minutes.” vehicle will be $1.3 million, said
istration procedures such as tax Kazakhstan shifted from 77th | Minister of Defence and Aecro-
registration, social security regis-  to 60th place in getting credit, as | space Industry Beibut Atamkulov
tration and licensing. This, in turn, it reformed pledged asset descrip- | at the Nov. 6 government meeting.
reduced the time needed to open a  tion. The country also moved from The satellites had been sched-
business from nine to five days. In ~ 39th to 37th place in resolving | uled for take-off Nov. 19 in Cali-
addition, the nation moved from insolvency and maintained first | fornia, Vice Minister of Defence
123rd to 102nd place in interna-  place in protecting minority inves- | and Aerospace Industry Marat
tional trade, having introduced the  tors. Regarding the latter, Sulei- | Nurguzhin announced the previ-
ASTANA-1 IS electronic customs  menov emphasised the level of | ous day at the Digital Bridge in-
declaration system and trimmed  trust among companies, sharehold- | ternational innovation forum in
customs administrative fees. The ers and board of director members | the capital. Falcon 9 is a family of
changes reduced the time and costs  has increased while continued im- | disposable and partially reusable
of border and documentary com-  provement is imperative. heavy-class launch vehicles de-
pliance for export. Although the meeting concluded | veloped by SpaceX, an American

using SpaceX vehicles will save
the budget.

“l can’t compare; it’s cheap
enough. It is difficult, capacious
work, because some satellites wait
three years. It all depends on how
long you will keep this satellite on
the waiting list,” he added.

The satellites are replacement
communications models which will
be substituted for existing devices,
noted Nurguzhin. The work of Ka-
zakh engineers and designers will be
tested, as they will receive a flight
history and be able to create and
commercialise their own satellites.

“More than 150 engineers have
been trained at factories in Eu-
rope, England and Russia. They
are working here in Kazakhstan

Regarding the improvements, Kazakhstan exhibited strong per- | company owned by Tesla founder % and we have created our third
Suleimenov noted the number of formance on several indicators, | Elon Musk. o = e v L space system of scientific and
documents for customs declaration  the government must continue en- Atamkulov added the satellites g y i I ! 3§ technological importance,”  he
was reduced to one, adding the fi-  hancing its business environment | were planned for launch last year, B o = o m # § added.
nancial costs of customs clearance  in a systematic manner. but the Dnepr programme, un- —— — T  “Standing down from Monday’s
for goods and vehicles have also The seventh legislation amend- | der which they were developed, launch attempt of Spaceflight

been minimised. As of October, ment package is under consid- | was closed. As a result, there was looked at the launches of other there are double launches in con-  SSO-A: SmallSat Express to con-
more than 600,000 declarations on  eration by the Parliament and the | a need to consider alternative countries, such as SpaceX, and  junction with other [U.S.] satel- duct additional pre-flight inspec-

goods have been issued electroni-  Ministry of National Economy is | launches from other countries. picked it up since it would be lites. This is cost effective for the  tions. Once complete, we will con-
cally and without the participation  tasked with passing the draft law “As this programme of the Rus-  cheaper for the [Kazakh] budget.  state,” he said. firm a new launch date,” SpaceX
of customs officials. before year’s end. sian Federation was closed, we [SpaceX was cheaper because] He did not know the amount that  tweeted Nov. 17.

. . b ereign Wealth Fund contributed 77 600,000 square metres of housing.
billion tenge (US$208.7 million) To date, companies have commis-
OUSlng Cons ruc lon 1nve S I l | en S Surge to protect housing loans. sioned 138,500 square metres.
The ministry plans to allocate The quasi-public sector is also
¢ ¢ 100.9 billion tenge (US$273.5 involved in housing construction.
3 1 5 erc ent eX Cee 2 1 lon million) this year to finance 141 “As of today, 9,669 apartments
° , projects to build 9,793 apartments.  with a total area of 578,400 square
“As of Nov. 5, the akimats (city = metres have been commissioned.
rapidly as part of the Nurly Zher by state investments,” said Kass-  lion) was used. In general, in line  administrations) received 93 bil-  Of the 97 billion tenge (US$262.9
By Assel Satubaldina programme launched in 2017 to  ymbek. with the task of the head of state, lion tenge (US$252.1 million) and  million) allocated in 2016, the
provide affordable housing for Ka- The national budget allocated we plan to increase ﬁnancing of 180,500 square metres of housing’ Samruk Kazyna fund signed con-

ASTANA —Investments in hous-  zakh citizens. In nine months, 8.8  148.6 billion tenge (US$402.8 mil-  rental housing construction to 50  or 3,096 apartments, were com- tracts worth 75.9 billion tenge
ing construction have grown 31.5  million square metres of housing  lion) for the programme in 2018,  billion tenge (US$135.5 million),”  missioned. An additional 6,697 (US$205.7 million) to build com-

percent compared to 2017, reach-  were commissioned, an 11.6-per-  which will run in several direc- he added. will be completed by the end of mercial housing. Samruk Kazyna
ing 818.9 billion tenge (US$2.2  centincrease over 2017. Construc-  tions. The first stipulates housing Mortgage housing construc-  this year,” said Kassymbek. will have to return the remaining
billion), reported Kazakh Minister  tion rates are highest in the capital  construction for socially vulnera- tion, the second direction in the The third direction is developing ~ 50.3 billion (US$136.3 million) by

for Investments and Development (1.8 million square metres), Al-  ble segments of the population and  programme, received 207 billion  individual housing construction. the end of this year. These funds
Zhenis Kassymbek. Increased con-  maty (1.3 million square metres)  this year’s plan is to build 184,500  tenge (US$561.2 million) which  Nearly 40,000 land plots will be  will be used to finance mortgage

struction financing by private de- and the Mangistau region (910,500  square metres of rental housing, or ~ will be put into circulation every  connected to utilities, he noted. housing construction by local ex-
velopers (53 percent) and the pop-  square metres). 3,470 apartments. two years as part of bond issues. Involving private real estate de- ecutive bodies,” he said.
ulation (43.2 percent) underpinned More than 77,000 families were “As of Oct. 1, 1,176 rental apart- In 2016, the National Fund al-  velopers in housing construction, Housing construction, noted
the growth. able to improve their living condi-  ments have been commissioned. lotted 67 billion tenge (US$181.6  the objective of the fourth direc- Kassymbek, is on constant control.
“Per one tenge of state invest-  tions. Regions received 21.3 billion million) to local executive bodies  tion, is overseen by Kazakhstan’s “Construction is going on, which
ments, there are eight tenge of pri- “This year, we plan to commis-  tenge (US$57.7 million) of the through Baiterek Holding. The Damu Entrepreneurship Develop-  facilitates significant improvement
vate investments,” he said during sion at least 12.1 million square planned 26.9 billion (US$72.9 following year, Baiterek contrib- ment Fund. The plan is to provide  of living conditions of people and
the Nov. 7 government hour. metres; of those, 1.3 million or million). Of that, 96.7 percent or uted 63 billion tenge (US$170.8 152 billion tenge (US$412 mil- development of business initia-

Housing construction is growing 22,000 apartments will be covered ~ 20.1 billion tenge (US$54.5 mil-  million) and Samruk Kazyna Sov-  lion) in subsidised loans to build tives,” he added.
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Gender-based violence does not have

national borders, says Kyrgyz official

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA — More than 60 gov-
ernment, parliamentary and civil
society representatives and ex-
perts from Central Asia and be-
yond gathered in Bishkek Nov. 5
for the United Nations (UN) con-
ference on Turning Policies into
Action: Eliminating Gender-based
Violence against Women and Girls
in Central Asia.

“Gender-based violence is a
phenomenon that does not have
national borders. People can be
exposed to it regardless of gender,
age, place of residence, education,
property or social status and other
socio-demographic differences,”
Kyrgyz Vice Prime Minister Alty-
nai Omurbekova said in her open-
ing remarks.

The Kyrgyz government will
introduce criminal liability for
domestic violence, as a result of
the criminal and criminal proce-
dure legislation reforms approved
Jan 1. The law on social and legal
protection against family violence
recognises it as a dangerous and
unacceptable phenomenon to be
fought on all fronts.

The Kyrgyz National Strategy
on Achievement of Gender Equal-
ity to 2020 identifies the elimina-
tion of gender discrimination and
expanding access to justice as
priority directions. The Kyrgyz
National Action Plan for Gender
Equality includes measures to im-
plement the recommendations of
the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women,
as well as measures to eradicate

Conference participants.

the practice of underage marriag-
es.

“Violence against women and
girls is a fundamental violation
of human rights with far-reaching
negative consequences on devel-
opment. The Government of Kyr-
gyzstan is taking decisive steps
to implement laws to end gender-
based violence and the United Na-
tions will actively support these
efforts to build a society free from
violence,” said Resident Coordi-
nator of the UN system in Kyr-
gyzstan Ozonnia Ojielo.

Despite all the efforts and results
achieved, women and girls contin-
ue to be subjected to gender-based
violence, said gender expert and
former member of the UN Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Women (CE-
DAW) Violeta Neubauer. Women
and girls are not only victims of
violence, they are also victims of
indifference and government in
action, she said.

“Eliminating gender-based vio-
lence against women and girls
calls for pro-active national policy

that is well-defined, holistic and
human rights-based. Whatever the
differences in country contexts, all
national policies must adhere to
legally binding norms and stand-
ards to prevent violence against
women and girls, protect survi-
vors, and punish perpetrators,”
she said.

Violence within families is one
of the most acute problems at the
regional and local level.

“Nearly 30 percent of women
in the Kyrgyz Republic and 20
percent of women in Kazakhstan

experienced violence, primarily
by their intimate partners. The ac-
tual figures are likely to be higher
since data remains scarce or out-
dated and incidents are often not
reported. In many parts of the re-
gion, early and forced marriage
and bride kidnapping remain com-
mon practice,” reported the UN
Women.

The participants also discussed
how to strengthen national poli-
cies in line with international
standards, ensure that survivors
receive quality health, police, le-

gal and social services and trans-
form social norms that perpetuate
violence against women and girls.

The two-day conference was
organised by four UN agencies
including United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP), the
United Nations Entity for Gen-
der Equality and the Empower-
ment of Women (UN Women), the
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) in co-
operation with the Kyrgyz govern-
ment.

08 ranks 20 Kazakh

universities among top
300 in Eastern Europe
and Central Asia

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — Twenty Kazakh uni-
versities have been rated among
the top 300 in Eastern Europe
and Central Asia (EECA) by Qu-
acquarelli Symonds (QS) rank-
ings 2019, reported the Ministry
of Education and Science press
service.

The British rating agency ana-
lysed the activities of higher edu-
cation institutions in 26 EECA
countries. Based on the number
of educational institutions, Ka-
zakh universities are the third
most represented after Russia
and Turkey. Fourteen Kazakh
universities were listed in the
2016 ranking; the latest analysis
has raised the figure by six.

Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University (KazNU), the leading
and also the oldest institution in
Central Asia, was ranked 19th in
EECA and 220th globally. The
university, which will celebrate
its 85th anniversary next year,
counts one of the country’s best
academics, as well as a number
of ministers, governors, top man-
agers, Parliament members, na-
tional corporation executives and
Olympic champions, among its
graduates.

Kazakh higher educational
institutions consistently highly
ranked in the last four years in-
clude Lev Gumilyov Eurasian
National University (Astana),
Kanysh Satpayev Kazakh Na-
tional Research and Technology
University (Almaty), Kazakh-
British  Technical University
(KBTU, Almaty) and Kazakh
National Agrarian University
(Astana).

The universities’ performanc-
es were evaluated on indicators
such as academic reputation,

employer’s opinion and citation
index of publications per faculty
member. Other factors included
diversity, teaching equipment,
social responsibility, innovation,
art and culture, availability of
distance learning and sports fa-
cilities.

Kazakh universities have sig-
nificantly improved their quality
indicators with more universi-
ties adopting international stand-
ards and increasing the rate of
research activities, innovative
projects and new technologies
invention.

Recently, Kazakhstan launched
its own national university rating
system conducted by the Atame-
ken National Chamber of Entre-
preneurs and Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science. The main focus
is the quality of educational pro-
grammes offered by domestic ed-
ucational institutions. The rating
should serve as a filter to elimi-
nate schools that cannot ensure
high employability for students
after graduation, the ministry
noted in August.

“If we see that one or another
university produced specialists
and they are not in demand on
the labour market, then this also
means that there are most likely
problems with quality at this uni-
versity. Therefore, we are doing a
lot of work on rating educational
programmes,” said Vice Minis-
ter Askhat Aimagambetov at the
Oct. 16 Central Asian Interna-
tional Forum.

The first results of the national
rankings in July and September
showed KazNU and Kudaibergen
Zhubanov State Regional Uni-
versity (Aktobe) were best pre-
paring students in physics, while
KBTU programmes showed out-
standing results in computer en-
gineering and software.

New UN building will bring Almaty
closer to achieving SDGs, says mayor

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — The United Nations
regional branch in Almaty, a big-
ger building equipped with modern
facilities, was unveiled during an
Oct. 23 opening ceremony. The new
headquarters, which will cluster 19
UN agencies and representative of-
fices in one place, will be occupied
by the end of the year, reported the
Almaty Akimat (administration)
press service.

“This new office creates new op-

portunities for interaction not only
with international organisations,
but also with the talented youth of
the country,” said Afshan Khan,
United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
Regional Director for Europe and
Central Asia.

The new office, located in the
city’s business district, should facili-
tate achieving Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and humanitari-
an aid provisions, as well as respond
to emergency situations in Central
Asia and Afghanistan, he added.

Almaty Akim (Mayor) Baurzhan
Baibek, speaking on behalf of the
city, said committing to SDGs is the
city’s main interest. He added cre-
ating a UN regional hub in Almaty
was a priority for the mayor’s office.

Baibek cited SDG examples such
as Gorod dlya lyudei (City for the
people), which resulted in modernis-
ing public spaces, especially for peo-
ple with disabilities. The Ustoichivyi
Transport (Sustainable Transport)
project was designed in collabora-
tion with the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP).

“We are conducting systematic
work to make the city a regional
hub for international organisa-
tions. Considering that the Sum-
mit of Mayors is taking place
today dedicated to the 40th an-
niversary of the signing of the
WHO (World Health Organisa-
tion) Almaty Declaration, I am
sure that the presentation of the
new UN house will be a golden
line in the history of our common
cooperation,” he said.

The hub’s status still needs to be
revised by the UN Secretariat.

Kazakh team wins TechWomen seed
grant to address domestic violence

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA - Five young and
successful Kazakh women won a
TechWomen seed grant for their
Ukikz project. The award cer-
emony at Twitter headquarters in
San Francisco concluded an inten-
sive five-week programme meant
to empower and support emerg-
ing women leaders in STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and

math).
The Kazakh team included
Zhanargul Izimova, Sberbank

retail managing director; Irina
Mun, IE Hydro Lab founder; Arai-
lym Nurpeissova, a researcher at
Nazarbayev University National
Laboratory Astana; Nargiza Siya-
bekova, a senior IT specialist at
Kazakhtelecom, and Valeriya Tyo,
smart construction projects leader
at BelnTech.

The programme offers inten-
sive mentorship and exchange and
gives women a chance to boost
their professional capacity and
develop a network of contacts in
their commitment to make a posi-
tive impact in their communities.

It also features project-based
mentorships at leading companies
in the San Francisco Bay Area and

Silicon Valley, including Adobe,

Lawrence Berkeley  National
Laboratory, Mozilla, PayPal, Twit-
ter and Veritas. The programme,
initiated by the U.S. Department
of State, has had more than 500
graduates in the past seven years.
The organisers received more
than 3,000 applications this year,
selecting just 98 to form 20 nation-
al teams. Participants were asked
to address the question — If you
could solve any challenge in your
country, what would it be?

The issues raised in the projects
reflected a wide array of themes
from socialising marginalised
communities to critical environ-
mental issues. Many, however,
focused on women and children,
including the project presented by
the Kazakh team.

Ukikz is designed to support
women facing domestic violence
and abuse. The platform will run
offline and online in Kazakh and
Russian.

“In Kazakhstan, 70 percent of

Photo credit: techwomen.org.

women experience an act of vio-
lence by men at least once in their
lives. Five hundred women die
every year. Others keep silent, be-
cause it is shameful in our society
to talk about it. We have a wide-
spread thing, ‘if he beats you, it
means he loves you,”” said Tyo,
presenting the project during the
pitch day hosted at Google.

Uki, meaning sacred bird in Ka-
zakh, is an online platform pro-
viding a network of support and
assistance, including law, where
women can reach out for help.

Despite the distressing statistics,
support for women is insufficient.
The mission is to “break the state-
ment” and create a “community to
have a voice.”

“In this platform, we will ask
questions like what abuse is and
what I can do to get help, where
I can get help and where there are
other women like me. All these
questions will be addressed in this
platform’s various sections. We
will link them with professionals
in psychology, law, education and
medicine,” said Nurpeissova.

The $3,000 seed grant will sup-
port the team in implementing its
project. They plan to launch the
website by the end of 2019.
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BBC, National Geographic broadcast films about sacred places

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — Thirty short videos
and several documentaries pro-
duced by the Kazakh government
to showcase the country’s sacred
geography as tourist destinations
have been shown on the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC),
National Geographic, Viasat his-
tory and Discovery channels.

The videos and documentaries
were produced by the Kazakh
Ministry of Culture and Sports as
part of the Sacred Geography of
Kazakhstan project, which seeks
to showcase Kazakh attractions
worldwide.

The 40-second videos in mobile
format were produced for social
networks in Kazakh, English and
Russian languages.

“These videos are business cards
of the regions, where sacred ob-
jects are located. They are [made]
for recognition of Kazakhstan, its
cultural context in the world as a
country with a rich spiritual his-
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tory and long traditions. Also, they
contribute to the development of
foreign and local tourism,” said
Kazakh Culture and Sport Minis-
ter Arystanbek Mukhamediuly in
a meeting to present the project’s
results.

The series of films “Sacred Ge-
ography of Kazakhstan,” “Golden
Warrior,” and ‘“Mausoleums of
Khoja Ahmet Yassawi and Aisha
Bibi” were also produced with the
participation of the BBC World
News TV channel. The shooting
took place in the cities of Issyk,
Ushkonyr, Turkestan and Kapcha-
gai.

The documentary historical
films “Kultegin. New Perspective”
and “The Land of Nomads,” which
were filmed in Eastern Kazakh-
stan, were made with the Ameri-
can company Castlefilm with the
participation of the famous actors
Cary Tagawa, Mark Dacascos, Bai
Ling and Michael Madsen.

“The film will popularise the
tourist cluster of the region, we

need to introduce it to the world’s
tourists. Now there is a great in-
terest in the nomadic culture... |
think that, other regions following
the example of the East Kazakh-
stan region will consider this idea
and many popular stars will visit
our country,” said Producer Ar-
man Asenov.

“We want to show the real power
of Kazakhstan, because the people
are its most important wealth,”
added Tagawa, American actor of
Japanese origin.

Most of the films were released
with subtitles and dubbing in six
United Nations languages and
broadcasted on Discovery, Viasat
history and National Geographic
TV channels with an audience of
more than 700 million people.

In November, in coopera-
tion with BBC World News, it
is planned to launch the Travel
Shows of Kazakhstan project,
which includes five programmes
on tourism opportunities in Ka-
zakhstan.

Air Astana
launches
low-cost airline

By Zhanat Tukpiyev

ASTANA — Air Astana will be
launching a low-cost airline in
the first half of 2019. FlyArystan
and its fleet will consist of Airbus
A320 aircraft with 180 economy
class seats. The airline will oper-
ate according to the classic low-
cost model, following the example
of such successful systems as Air
Asia, Cebu Pacific, Easyjet and
Indigo.

“The creation of the budget air-
line FlyArystan is an important
step in the rapidly changing local
and regional air transport market
conditions, as well as the result
of in-depth research and business
planning. The launch of the budget
airline will have a positive impact
on Air Astana’s mid-term and long-
term prospects and, we hope, will
be an expected event for domestic
tourists who can take advantage of
low fares on domestic and regional
routes,” said Air Astana President
Peter Foster.

Tickets will be twice as cheap as

the current tariffs in the domestic
air transportation market. The sys-
tem is expected to initially expand
the airline’s routes to countries
within the region.

FlyArystan will begin with four
aircraft, with a fleet increasing up
to 15 by 2022. The airline plans
to operate flights from several Ka-
zakh cities and information about
the route network will be provided
in the coming months.

The management team is com-
posed of a number of local Air
Astana senior managers who the
airline has cultivated during the
past 16 years. The group will be
led by Tim Jordan, who has more
than 15 years of management ex-
perience with Cebu Pacific and
Virgin Blue.

As a division of Air Astana, F1-
yArystan will operate in accord-
ance with high standards of safety
and reliability. The new company
will function on a self-financing
basis and not attract shareholders’
investments, government subsi-
dies or any external financial sup-
port.
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Aulie-Ata International launches direct
flights connecting Taraz and Yekaterinburg

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA — Aulie-Ata Interna-
tional Airport in Taraz launched
direct flights Oct. 29 to Yekaterin-
burg, Russia. SCAT Airlines will
be operating a Boeing 757-200 on
the route every Monday, making
the trip in 2 hours, 50 minutes.

“Private investments in the con-
struction and modernisation of
the airport have produced results.
Today, Taraz Airport offers more
than 100 flights per month,” re-
ported its press service.

This year is the year of new be-
ginnings for the airport, as it also
initiated a tourism programme that
is expected to develop a route ad-

dressing increased demand of both
passengers and cargo. It has also
started flights by Volga-Dnepr
Airlines.

In addition, Aulie-Ata now pro-
vides service for one of the largest
AN-124 class aircraft, a jet requir-
ing a certain level of maintenance.
The acquisition of special new
equipment and reconstruction of
the runway has made that possible.

“The maintenance of a transport
plane of a class like the AN-124
will expand the possibilities in
the field of freight traffic. The se-
lected route confirms the competi-
tiveness of the airport in the field
of freight traffic. The airport can
integrate transport and logistics
services and offers convenient and

competitive conditions,” added
the press service.

Since 2016, Kazakhstan has
been shipping chilled meat to Iran
through Taraz airport on a weekly
basis as part of the nation’s agri-
cultural export programme.

The government expects ship-
ping meat products to Middle East-
ern countries will provide the need-
ed impetus to develop the livestock
industry in the Zhambyl region.

“The fact that our airport ac-
cepts one of the largest aircraft is
a step towards even greater inter-
est of carriers for flights through
the regional centre of the Zhambyl
region, which is ready for aircraft
maintenance and loading and un-
loading at the highest level. We

are ready to receive large passen-
ger and cargo aircraft, as we train
personnel in servicing all types of
aircraft,” said the statement.

In the future, the airport plans to
reconstruct its fuel and lubricants
complex and construct an A-class
cargo terminal.

Founded in 2008, Aulie-Ata
International underwent major
reconstruction and runway expan-
sion five years later. As a result,
the airport could handle all types
of modern aircraft, including
heavy Boeing and Airbus aircraft,
as well as all types of helicop-
ters. In addition, a 5,500-square
metre terminal was built meeting
all modern standards and require-
ments.

Tarbagatai National Park
opens 1n East Kazakhstan

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — The Kazakh Gov-
ernment recently opened the
Tarbagatai National Park in the
Urzhar district in the eastern Ka-
zakhstan to preserve the area’s di-
verse nature, develop tourism and
improve its economy.

The park is Kazakhstan’s 13th
national park and covers 143,550
hectares, including 7,183-hectare
protected zone. The park includes
the southern foothills of the Tarba-
gatai and the Urzhar, Katynsu and
Emil river basins.

Its green area is divided into four
parts, two of which are conserva-
tion and ecological zones that are
protected with visitor restrictions.
The territory is accessible with
special permission. The other parts
of the land are for tourists and lo-
cals’ use.

“The third zone is an ecology and

tourism zone. We have big plans
for it. We will actively develop
tourism in this part of the park. In
the fourth zone, along with grazing
cattle, mowing grass will be pos-
sible. It will also be possible to do
apiary. However, all these actions
should be coordinated with the
park. Now, our staff are visiting
the rural districts and carrying out
explanatory work with the popu-
lation,” said Tarbagatai National
Park Director Alibek Tokymtayev,
according to 24.kz.

The park’s Forester and Depart-
ment Supervisor Yerezhep Teme-
shov, who has worked 40 years in
the field, believes the park does not
have analogues around the world.

“If you were in different parts of
the world, then I’m sure that you
haven’t seen such a miracle yet. ...
Apples grow here (Urzhar Oporto
and Malus sieversii apples). There-
fore, the opening of this park pro-
vides great opportunities. We will

be able to preserve and increase
this flora and fauna,” he said.

The national park consists of
six cluster land plots, which indi-
cate the diversity of the landscape
and its inhabitants. According to
expert-biologist Tatyana Utyashe-
va, fauna of the Tarbagatai Park
includes about 1,640 species. The
flora includes 167 endemic spe-

cies. The fauna of vertebrates in-
cludes 376 species, including 19
fish, two amphibians, 23 reptiles,
272 birds and 60 mammals’ spe-
cies. Forty rare and endangered
vertebrate animal species of the
area are listed in Kazakhstan’s Red
Book, which is a list of rare and
endangered animals, plants and
fungi.

Kazakhstan, Russia to develop bilateral tourism,
make border-crossing procedures more comfortable

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA — Kazakhstan’s five-
year tourism development pro-
gramme will attract up to 13 mil-
lion visitors and create more than
60,000 jobs, said Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev Nov. 9 at
the 15th forum on Kazakhstan-
Russia interregional cooperation
in Petropavlovsk.

Approximately 70 bilateral
documents were signed at the
event. The countries agreed to

strengthen tourism, transport and
logistics infrastructure coordina-
tion; develop road and railway
transportation; study tourism op-
portunities; provide comfortable
border control; improve border-
crossing infrastructure and sim-
plify the visa regime with Cas-
pian countries.

The forum was devoted to new
tourism approaches and trends in
both countries.

“Tourism is one of the key driv-
ers of growth of the global econ-
omy in current conditions. The

tourism sector attracts hundreds
of billions of dollars in direct
investment. It has a multiplica-
tive effect on all key sectors of
the economy. Tourism is a tool
for economic growth even dur-
ing global economic crises,” said
Nazarbayev.

According to the United Nations
World Tourism Organisation, 1.8
billion people will visit popular re-
sorts and cities and historical and
cultural monuments by 2030.

“Kazakhstan and Russia need to
use the opportunities. We need to

take systematic measures to devel-
op bilateral tourism. It is important
to use the geographical proximity
between our countries, China and
India, which have high growth
rates in tourism,” he added.

The head of state noted neigh-
bouring countries on the Caspian
Sea should create a cooperation
infrastructure to simplify visa and
migration regimes.

“We need to increase tourist
flow to the Caspian Sea and boost
the potential of the Caspian Sea.
There is a need to intensify work to

develop the complementary enter-
tainment and recreation infrastruc-
ture of the Caspian countries,” said
Nazarbayev.

Approximately 1.7 million Rus-
sian tourists visited Kazakhstan in
2017. This year, the figure has in-
creased by 2.3-2.4 percent.

“We expect that this indicator
will reach two million people as
a result of the interaction of our
countries in the field of tourism,”
said Kazakh Tourism deputy chair-
person Timur Duissengaliyev.

The most visited sites in-

clude the Shalkar-Imantau and
Shchuchinsk-Borovoye  resort
zones in North Kazakhstan and
Akmola regions respectively,
and Alakol, Balkhash and Zhas-
ybai lakes. Fishing and hunt-
ing are popular in the West Ka-
zakhstan region. Space tourism
is also present at the Baikonur
launch sites.

“Some 1.9 million tourists visit
the Almaty region annually. We
plan to increase the number of
tourists to four million by 2019.
This will create up to 30,000 work-
places. Deductions to the budget
will increase and this will give im-
petus to the development of small
and medium-sized businesses,” he
added.

The 16th forum will be held next
year in Omsk.

Photo credit: gazagstan3d.kz.
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FC Kairat reaches
final of UEFA Futsal

Champions League

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA - Almaty Football
Club (FC) Kairat recently defeated
Czech FC Chrudim to reach the
final four of the 2018-2019 Union
of European Football Associa-
tions (UEFA) Futsal Champions
League’s four-team finals, reports
UEFA.

Kairat beat Chrudim in an elite
round match with a 4:2 score.
They dominated the game’s first
half, striking the opponent’s goal
three times. The match got closer
in the second half, when Chrudim
reduced the lead by two goals.

Kairat’s Pereira Rangel scored
in the match’s second minute, John
Lennon in the seventh minute, Ch-
ingiz Yesenamanov in the 17th
minute and Dauren Tursagulov in
the 29th minute. Chrudim’s Matgj
Slovacek scored in the 22nd min-
ute and Max in the 25th minute.

The league’s elite round top
scorers include Kairat’s Edson
Gomes Dos Santos, Portuguese
FC Sporting’s Dieguinho Hen-
rique de Abreu Assis, Serbian FC
Ekonomac Kragujevac’s Divanei
and Belgian FC Halle-Gooik’s
Alessandro Patias, and the sea-
son’s top scorer is Polish FC
Record Bielsko-Biata’s Michal
Kubik.

The UEFA Futsal Champions
League is an annual futsal com-
petition for European club teams.
Since 2006-2007, the winner is

decided through a final four tour-
nament.

Along with Kairat, Sporting and
Spanish football clubs Inter and
Barca have secured finals spots
after topping their elite round
groups. Inter progressed from
elite round Group A with 9 points,
Barga from Group B with 9 points,
Sporting from Group C with 7
points and Kairat from Group D
with 9 points.

The finals will be in April 2019
and hosted by either Kazakhstan,
or Spain or Portugal. The date and
host will be announced by draw
Dec. 3. Past host cities include
Moscow in 2008, Yekaterinburg
in 2009, Lisbon in 2010 and 2015,
Almaty in 2011 and 2017, Lleida
in 2012, Tbilisi in 2013, Baku in
2014, Guadalajara in 2016 and
Zaragoza in 2018.

Inter is a five-time UEFA Futsal
Champions League winner and
the record holder for the great-
est amount of final four victories.
Kairat has reached the finals eight
times since the 2005-2006 season,
which is one more than Inter and
two above Barca and Sporting.
They took first place in the 2013
and 2015 finals.

Kairat was founded in 1954. In
addition to their two league titles,
they won eight Kazakhstan Cups
and two Kazakhstan Super Cups.

The finals will be broadcast on
UEFA.com and the YouTube chan-
nel UEFA.tv. Tickets will become
available for sale after December.
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National boxing team selected

after championships 1 Aktau

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA — The National Box-
ing Championship recently con-
cluded in Aktau, naming the coun-
try’s 20 best boxers and forming
the national boxing team.

Boxers from the Turkestan region
won two gold, three silver and two
bronze medals, followed by the
Mangistau region with one gold,
three silver and four bronze and the
Zhambyl region with one gold, two
silver and three bronze ones.

The championship drew both
boxing veterans, including Vasily
Levit, also silver medallist of the
2016 Rio Olympic Games, and
young boxers, such as 20-year-
old Orazbek Assylkulov from the

Akmola region and 21-year-old
Saken Bibosynov from the Turke-
stan region.

Competing in the up to 91-kg
category and representing Asta-
na, Levit is now a three-time
national champion. He won 5:0
over Bekzat Nurdauletov from the
Mangistau region.

“I have not been taking part in
the championship of Kazakhstan
for a while. The last time was in
2012. After these years, I can say
that all contenders are very capa-
ble. I reached my main goal and
now I will be working on my mis-
takes,” said Levit at a press con-
ference.

Kyzylorda native Kamshibek
Kunkabayev, 27, defeated Nurlan
Saparbai from the Turkestan re-
gion in 91+ kg weight category.

In an 81-kg category, Bek Nur-

maganbet settled for a gold medal

without a fight, after his opponent
Mikhail Kohanchik from Rudnyi
in the Kostanai region withdrew
from the championship due to his
injury.

Thirty-one-year-old Zakir Safi-
ullin became a champion in 60-kg
category winning Samatali Tol-
tayev 5:0.

World and Asian champion
Abilkhan Amankul, 21, defeated
Yerik Alzhanov, also Asian medal
winner, in a 75-kg weight division.

Kairat Yeraliyev, 28, from the
Turkestan region, was the win-
ner in 56-kg category, beating
20-year-old Orazbek Asylkulov
from the Akmola region, who for
the first time made it to the finals.
Asylkulov was named to the na-
tional team.

Twenty-one-year-old Saken Bi-

, . .
Photo credit: Kazakhstan boxing federation.

bosynov, part of the national team,
yielded in a fight to Anvar Muzap-
arov in a 52-kg weight category.

Temirtas Zhussupov, 20, is now
five-time national champion in
49-kg category. He beat Yermek
Madiyev from the Zhambyl re-
gion.

Nineteen-year-old Asian youth
champion Sanatali Toltayev was
named champion in 64-kg cat-
egory, where he faced 23-year-old
Bekdaulet Ibragimov. The fight,
however, ended in a second round,
after Ibragimov was injured.

“I can not express how happy I
am. Bekdaulet Ibragimov is a very
strong opponent. | was preparing
hard and I am happy that I won,”
said Toltayev.

National team coach Myrzagali
Aitzhanov commended the team’s
young boxers.

“New athletes in the team are
Saken Bibosynov and Orazbek
Asylkulov. Of course, several
positions changed. Those on
the fourth place moved to third
ones and second ones. As you
know, team captain Adilbek Ni-
yazymbetov in the 81-kg cat-
egory finished his carrier. But
most retained positions. Good
thing is that this championship
had many young boxers and
experienced boxers who dem-
onstrated good boxing,” said
Aitzhanov.

“I believe, and as many would
probably agree, the champion-
ship was at very high level. Eve-
ry day there were intense fights.
They fought hard for a victory,”
he said.

“Someone may think about the
age of Levit or Yeraliyev. They
will make the decision to leave on
their own, when time comes. As
long as they are in the team show-
ing strength, they are showing
very high level. 18-year-olds and
19-year-olds will grow with them.
There will be continuity. Though
it will take one and a half or two
years for youth to get strong and
continue their path,” said Aitzh-
anov.

The national team will start pre-
paring for the two key events of
2019 — Asian and world champi-
onships — in January that will cul-
minate in 2020 Olympic Games
in Tokyo, where the Amateur In-
ternational Boxing Association
(AIBA) plans to cut the number of
men’s weight divisions from cur-
rent 10 to eight.

Kazakh woman among eight best players

at 2018 World Chess Championship

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA - Zhansaya Abduma-
lik reached the fourth quarterfinals
of the 2018 Women’s World Chess
Championship underway Nov.
3-23 in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia,
according to the Kazakhstan Chess
Federation. It is the first time a Ka-
zakh made it to the quarterfinals in
an adult world championship.

“This is the first adult world
championship I’'m participating
in. I understood that I had to face
a serious struggle, because my

Zhansaya Abdumalik.

opponents were experienced and
titled athletes. Before that, I won
the World Junior Championships
and the World Championships
under 20 years, but it was a com-
pletely different level,” said Ab-
dumalik.

In the first round, she defeated
Indian competitor Ruth Padmini
in a tiebreaker, 1.5-0.5. Next, she
beat Chinese opponent Zhao Xu
by a score of 2-0. She was the vic-
tor again in the third round against
Polish grandmaster Jolyanta Za-
vadskaya.

In the quarterfinals, Abduma-

lik faced the world champion,
Ukraine grandmaster Maria Muzy-
chuk. The classic and rapid games
were played to a tie, with Muzy-
chuk ultimately winning in a blitz,
1.5-0.5.

“Zhansaya showed a brilliant
game. For her, this was the first
experience of playing in the Adult
Chess World Championship. At
18, she managed to defeat the
more experienced players. In the
six games of the quarterfinals, she
was on a par with the former world
champion (2015), but in the blitz,
a chance often determines the re-
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sult,” said the Kazakhstan Chess

Federation Executive Director
Irina Grishchenko.
Abdumalik, of Almaty, Gu-

liskhan Nakhbaeva (Shymkent)
and Dinara Saduakassova (Asta-
na) represented Kazakhstan in the
tournament, with Saduakassova
also reaching the second round.
She played to a tie in two classic
games against former world chess
champion Antoaneta Stefanova,
losing to the Bulgarian in a rapid
game, 1.5-0.5.

Competitors play two classic
games. In the case of a tie, rapid,

Dinara Saduakassova (R).

blitz and finally Armageddon
games are played until the winner
is revealed. The final match con-
sists of four classic games and, if
necessary, a tiebreaker. The prize
is $450,000.

Sixty-four of the world’s best
athletes from 29 countries came
to the Ugra Chess Academy to
compete for the title. The com-
petition is held in a knockout
tournament system, as one loss
removes the player from further
participation and half of the con-
testants are eliminated after each
round.

Abdumalik is the Asia and world
multiple champion among juniors.
In 2013, she became the best chess
player in Asia under 20 and a year
ago, won the under-20 World
Chess Champion title in Italy.

Saduakassova has a number of
titles. She is the only four-time
World Champion under 14, 17, 18
and 20; Central Asia’s 2015 wom-
en’s champion; Asian Women’s
Vice Champion in 2016 and Vice
World champion in 2007 and 2011.
She is the only Kazakh among the
top 30 strongest chess players in
the world.

Photo credit: inform.kz.
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Astana’s Diplomatic Christmas Charity Bazaar

helps local people brmgmg cultures toge

By Saltanat Boteu

ASTANA — The 11th annual
Diplomatic Christmas Charity Ba-
zaar will take place Dec. 2 at the
Astana Radisson Hotel.

The event raises money for chil-
dren and adults with physical and
mental challenges, poor families
and orphanages. It also allows
dozens of embassies to showcase
the culture and products of their
countries. Forty-six embassies,
charity organisations and schools
will participate in this year’s ba-
zaar. Sixteen bazaar tables will be
reserved for schools and organisa-
tions.

“Mainly there are embassies,
but there are also some tables for
international schools who can pre-
sent themselves, (school) children
can produce something and sell it.
Also, some organisations like the
Kazakh National Women Coun-
cil participate. They also contact
many charities and sell items from
them. Sometimes there are some
commercial stands, which have to
pay (for participation). This year,
we have a commercial stand that
will give a very precious prize for
the raffle,” Ambassadors’ Spouses
Association (ASA) Chair and the
Swiss Ambassador’s spouse Luzia
Sebesta Schmid told the Astana
Times in a recent interview with
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L-R: Ambassadors’ Spouses Association (ASA) Charity Committee Chair and the Finnish Ambassador’s spouse
Maria Kivikoski, UN Resident Coordinator’s spouse Hitomi Shimomura, ASA Chair and the Swiss Ambassador’s
spouse Luzia Sebesta Schmid, Iraqi Ambassador’s spouse Boushra Al-Zubaidi, and Diana Khrystych,

spouse of Deputy Ambassador of Ukraine.

multiple ASA members. The ASA
organises the event each year.

The bazaar will feature the an-
nual tombola lottery and a raffle,
among other activities. The raffle
lottery features baskets donated by
each embassy with products from
their countries, such as wine and
chocolate.

The food and other products are
as close to their origins as possi-
ble which means the products for

cooking are brought from the coun-
try of origin and cooked by the rep-
resentatives of the countries.

“In Switzerland, we always have
raclette. This is melted cheese. We
have two machines to melt it, we
put potatoes, so you [can] have
fresh raclette,” said Schmid.

“Tombola is a gift from each
embassy. This year, it’s 46 embas-
sies, which means 460 gifts from
all embassies. The ticket for tom-

bola is about 500 tenge (US$1.3).
This year, we will give a chocolate
for each of those who didn’t have
a chance to win (as a consolation
prize),” said the Iraqi Ambassa-
dor’s spouse Boushra Al-Zubaidi
who oversees tombola lottery.

The grand prize of this year’s raf-
fle will be a Lada car donated by
the Russian Embassy. Other prizes
include paintings, Italian brand
clothes, flight tickets from Air Asta-

ther

na and fur clothes. Raffle tickets
will cost 1,000 tenge (US$2.7) and
will be on sale in the Radisson Ho-
tel lobby Nov. 19-21 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. and during the bazaar.

In addition to raising money for
charity, the annual event showcas-
es multiple cultures in one place
through the participation of em-
bassies in Astana.

“Being in Kazakhstan, not going
abroad, people can buy souvenirs
from different countries,” said ASA
member and UN Resident Coordi-
nator’s spouse Hitomi Shimomura.

“It’s our way to present our
countries to Kazakh people,” add-
ed Al-Zubaidi.

“It’s also good to know the other
people... This is the possibility
to see each other more often, get
together to know other countries,
cultures and ideas,” added Schmid.

For the organisers, the event
holds a special meaning.

“I was there at 9/11, in the build-
ing... the day of the terrorist attack.
I evacuated from the building. That
time, I felt the impact of anger and
hatred and, ever since, I have been
thinking about it. Therefore, it is
very nice to get together with all
different people for the same goal.
It has been 17 years, every time I
think why that happened... We can
be powerful as well, to seek peace
and to be united. This is a very
good opportunity for me and all of

us... It’s good to think what I can
do,” said Shimomura.

Ultimately said the organisers,
the most important aspect of the
event is the good the bazaar does
for the community.

“We support different organisa-
tions and individuals. Usually the
organisations help disabled people,
(including) children with difficul-
ties, from poor families (and) — or-
phanages. Any kind of people who
are in need of basic needs, such as
food, clothing or medicine, some
special equipment for disabled
people. ...We have our own rules.
We make sure that the money goes
where it’s meant to and that it’s re-
ally helping people. Also, we make
visits, before and after the bazaar.
Mostly after the bazaar, we make
many visits to see the projects that
they are doing with our funds. We
make sure that the money helps
people in Kazakhstan, all over the
country,” said Charity Committee
Chair and the Finnish Ambassa-
dor’s spouse Maria Kivikoski.

And though they say, the bazaar
takes a lot of time and effort to or-
ganise, they are happy to do it.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s a lot
of fun also. Everything is for the
good. It is absolutely worth it,”
said Kivikoski.

The organisation will be accept-
ing additional sponsors for the
event until Nov. 20.

Empl
Jobs f

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA — The city of Astana
plans to distribute state-funded
grants to employers who create
jobs for and employ persons with
physical challenges, reports the
city akimat (administration).

These persons include individu-
als with persistent health impair-
ments of body functions resulting
from diseases, defects or trauma
and its consequences.

The Astana Employment Cen-
tre will provide 280,000 tenge
(US$751.73) state grants to entre-
preneurs who provide employment
opportunities for persons with dis-
abilities. Grants will not be issued
for temporary job creation.

“These funds are to create spe-
cial workplaces for persons with
disabilities who have musculo-

oyment Centre to provid
or persons with physical

skeletal disorders, including those
in wheelchairs. The equipment to
be provided for persons with dis-
abilities include tables and chairs
with height and angle adjustment,
computers, footrests, walking aids
and devices for grasping and hold-
ing objects,” said an employment
centre representative.

Special workplaces are those
equipped in accordance with per-
sons with disabilities’ needs. For in-
stance, a workplace for persons with
hearing impairments, including
those with complete hearing loss,
will be provided with appropriate
lighting, flashing lights in case of
danger or evacuation and sound-to-
light conversion equipment.

To receive subsidies, busi-
nesspersons may register at www.
enbek.kz and submit an electronic
application form, a state registra-
tion certificate copy and an equip-

ment cost estimate to the city’s
employment centre. Inquiries may
be made at +7 7172 95 44 21.
According to a 2016 report by
the Kazakh Ministry of National
Economy’s Committee on Sta-
tistics, 651,924 persons with dis-
abilities were registered across
the country and comprise approxi-
mately 4 percent of the total popu-
lation, most of whom reside in
Astana. The 2017 Ministry of La-
bour and Social Protection report
found that 17,963 persons with
disabilities were employed across
the country, 608 of whom were
working in Astana. Low employ-
ment levels are an acute problem
because these groups miss out on
social integration, self-affirmation
and financial independence.
Kazakhstan’s measures include
the 2012-2018 National Plan for
Ensuring the Rights and Improv-

¢ grants to create
challenges

ing the Quality of Life of Persons
with Disabilities, which focused
on enhancing their rights. Four
thousand six hundred persons with
disabilities were employed in per-
manent positions and 1,300 were
employed in temporary jobs as
part of its Employment Road Map
2020 programme.

To enhance their competitive-
ness in the labour market and en-
gagement in entrepreneurship,
280 persons with disabilities have
completed professional training,
491 have received micro credits
and 156 opened their own busi-
nesses. In 2011, an inventory of
existing public facilities and trans-
port infrastructure was conducted
to determine which would be sub-
ject for adaptation for persons with
disabilities, and approved regional
plans for adaptation are posted an-
nually on www.enbek kz.

Government approves draft roadmap
to ensure domestic food supply to city

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA - Government offi-
cials approved Nov. 6 a 2018-2021
roadmap draft to ensure a domestic
food supply for the nation’s capi-
tal.

Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev directed the Ministry
of Agriculture to develop the sta-
ble supply of domestic food prod-
ucts to Astana, for which a two-
year road map was initially drawn
out.

The 2017-2018 road map for
Astana’s food belt spanned 17
districts of the Akmola region and
four districts of the Karaganda re-
gion, said First Vice Minister of
Agriculture Arman Evniyev.

Thirty-six milk stations, 56 feed-
ing grounds and one meat process-
ing plant were set up in the Akmo-
la region in 2017. In 2018, 19,400
tonnes of meat, 1,500 tonnes of
sausage products, 41,600 tonnes of
processed milk, 601 tonnes of but-
ter and 651 tonnes of cheese and
cottage cheese were produced.

In the Karaganda region, 38
feeding grounds and 12 meat
processing plants were set up in
2017 and eight milk stations were
created in 2018. This year, 10,700
tonnes of meat, 3,500 tonnes of
sausage products, 9,500 tonnes
of processed milk, 368 tonnes of
butter and 1,243 tonnes of cheese
and cottage cheese were pro-
duced.

Evniyev also reported that 92
projects within 50 kilometres of
Astana were identified and im-
plemented, which the Ministry of

Agriculture’s project office moni-
tored on a weekly basis.

The 2018-2021 draft roadmap
centres on developing production
within the food belt zone, ensuring
a stable supply of food products
from other regions that are not fea-
sible to produce within this zone,
building trade and logistics infra-
structure and implementing pro-
tections against unsafe products.

At the meeting, Prime Minister
Bakytzhan Sagintayev specified
areas of improvement regarding
the draft roadmap.

Although the roadmap ad-
dresses food availability, the
prices at which products reach
the final consumer must not be
overlooked. The agriculture and
national economy ministries and
city akimats (administration) are
to keep the food belts’ prices un-
der special control.

In addition, more than 20 meas-
ures on Astana’s stable food sup-
ply were put forward in the up-
dated road map, for which the
ministries and city akimats are to
establish performance indicators
to assess efficacy. Also, construc-
tion of Astana’s wholesale dis-
tribution centre is to continue at
a quicker pace, according to the
latest roadmap.

Astana plant
produces
innovative street
light stanchions

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA - Maxvidl, which
manufactures industrial fibreglass
items, has begun making street
light stanchions. The company,
which outfitted its capital plant
with up-to-date equipment, will be
investing more than 1 billion tenge
(US$2.7 million) in production.

“Our company’s products have
several advantages in comparison
with iron and reinforced concrete
street lighting stanchions. They are
durable, time-proof and non-corro-
sive. They are lightweight, which
gives savings in transportation and
installation, and are resistant to
chemicals,” said director Askhat
Rakhimov.

Production capacity is more
than 10,000 street light stanchions
per year, according to the city aki-
mat (administration) press service.
Incorporating European technol-
ogy, the plant makes them using
the winding method, which helps
achieve high quality.

The unique nature of the equip-
ment also lies in its versatility. It
can be used not only to produce
urban lighting stanchions, but also
massive foundations for electricity
lines and any fibreglass products
with a rounded shape and diameter
up to 1,200 mm, such as pipes and
tanks widely used in various in-
dustries, from housing and utilities
to oil and gas.

“The investments of Maxvidl
in Astana became a thoughtful

and long-term step aimed at de-
veloping the company’s business,
thanks to the preferences provided
by the city administration and a
state grant. We are negotiating
with Kazakhstan’s road-building
companies, housing and public
utilities departments in the city
administration, with companies
working in engineering utility net-
works and sewage systems. We are
negotiating with large construction
companies in Russia as well,” said
Rakhimov.

The fibreglass stanchions will
replace the current galvanised and
concrete poles. The work is the re-
sult a joint project between Max-
vidl and Mashspetsstroi, a Russian
developer and manufacturer.

Yerlan Bekmurzayev, deputy di-
rector of the capital’s Department
for Investment and Entrepreneur-
ship Development, highlighted the
cost-effectiveness and innovation
of the operation.

“A unique production is opening
in our city — a plant for the produc-
tion of lighting stanchions made of
composite materials. We haven’t
had such a plant in Kazakhstan be-
fore. About 10,000 stanchions will
be produced at the plant per year.
The company’s management plans
to further export to foreign mar-
kets,” he said.

The plant provides jobs for 40,
with plans to expand. The city ad-
ministration is supporting Maxvidl
with a free land plot in its free eco-
nomic zone.

Photo credit: inform.kz.



