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Bolashak Scholarship 
programme celebrates 
25th anniversary, sets 

sights higher
By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s Bolas-
hak International Scholarship will 
mark its 25th anniversary in No-
vember. More than 10,000 special-
ists have been trained in 200 of the 
best universities of 33 countries 
since its launch in 1993.

The Astana Times interviewed 
President of the Centre for Inter-
national Programmes (CIP) Zhan-
bolat Meldeshov to learn about the 
programme’s key achievements, 
the issues it has faced and its future 
prospects.

The Bolashak International 
Scholarship was established Nov. 
5, 1993 by the decree of President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. The pro-
gramme was a timely and vision-
ary step by the head of state.

“The Bolashak programme 
made an invaluable contribution 
to the country’s development. 
Throughout the whole period of 
its realisation, 12,898 scholarships 
have been awarded to students. 
The knowledge and experience of 

graduates who have received edu-
cation abroad are the driving force 
for our country’s growth and pros-
perity,” said Meldeshov.

“The scholarship became a sym-
bol of trust in youth. The govern-
ment invests in citizens’ educa-
tion and they, in turn, dedicate 
themselves to the country’s good 
to prove worthy of the hopes that 
have been placed in them,” he 
added.

The direct effect is the cluster 
formation of highly qualified spe-
cialists; the spillover effect is on 
youth.

The programme became a social 
elevator for youth. In addition, the 
scholarship proved to the younger 
generation the need to develop and 
strive for knowledge in order to be 
competitive.

At its start, the main objectives 
were forming highly-qualified pro-
fessionals and transferring world-
class knowledge and technology 
into Kazakhstan’s economy and 
society, as well establishing the 
competitive nation.

Continued on Page A6

Kazakh anti-nuclear activist wins 
2018 Nuclear-Free Future Award

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – Karipbek Kuyukov 
will receive the 2018 Nuclear-Free 
Future Award (NFFA) in the edu-
cation category for his essential 
contribution to the anti-nuclear 
movement. The award will be pre-
sented Oct. 24 in Salzburg, Aus-
tria.

Since 1998, three cash prizes 
and two honorary awards have 
been presented annually to anti-
nuclear activists, organisations 
and communities who contribute 
to educating the public and policy 
makers about the risks and impact 
of nuclear weapons, as well as 
advocating for policy change in 
favour of sustainable alternatives. 
The jury determined Kuyukov, an 
anti-nuclear activist, artist and The 
ATOM Project Honourary Ambas-
sador, deserves the attention of the 
wider world.

In the past 20 years, NFFA has 
honoured a range of dedicated and 
effective individuals and organi-
sations around the world. Impor-
tantly, it provided international 
recognition for those who were 
deserving but not well known for 
their work, noted Alyn Ware, a jury 
member and a leader in a number 

of international nuclear disarma-
ment organisations.

Kuyukov said the award was 
a pleasant surprise and thanked 
Marzhan Nurzhan, Parliamentar-
ians for Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion and Disarmament (PNND) 
coordinator for the Common-
wealth of Independent States 

(CIS) countries and Convener 
for Abolition 2000 Youth Net-
work, who nominated him. The 
two have met frequently in the 
last year, as she attended all the 
events and projects organised by 
The ATOM Project.

“Karipbek demonstrated incred-
ible courage to forge a meaningful 
life as a painter and anti-nuclear 
activist despite the physical dif-
ficulties he personally encounters 
and the trauma of growing up in 
a community where so many chil-
dren are born deformed and with 
horrific health problems, many 
losing their lives at an early age,” 
Ware said.

Undoubtedly, Kuyukov has 
struggled throughout his life to 
merit the NFFA, yet he has never 
sought the honour. He believes the 
main achievement will be when 
the planet can be called entirely 
nuclear weapons-free.

Continued on Page A8Karipbek Kuyukov 
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Country improves 
position on Decoding 
Global Talent report
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Kazakhstan 
placed 77th on the 2018 De-
coding Global Talent report, 
improving from 129th in 2014. 
The Boston Consulting Group 
and The Network, an interna-
tional online recruitment com-
pany, joined to create one of the 
largest surveys of labour trends 
and work preferences – 366,000 
individuals in 197 countries, 
according to bcg.com.

Kazakhstan is popular among 
the workforce in a number of 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) nations, including 
Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Ukraine and Uzbekistan, as well 
as the Middle Eastern countries 
such as Egypt, Qatar and Turkey.

“Kazakhstan is the most eco-
nomically developed country 
in Central Asia, which demon-
strates high rates of economic 
growth and having passed the 
test of crises. 

Continued on Page A5

Thousands commemorate Denis Ten  
at memorial services worldwide

By Dilshat Zhussupova 

ASTANA – Thousands of people 
attended the July 21 funeral services 
in Almaty of late Kazakh figure skat-
ing medallist Denis Ten. The servic-
es were held two days after he was 
fatally stabbed in Almaty at age 25.

Ten’s 2013 World Championships 
silver medal and 2014 Sochi Olym-
pics bronze medal were the first for 
Kazakhstan in figure skating.

Ten died from the stab wounds in 
a hospital following a confrontation 
with car thieves in downtown Al-
maty July 19. Two men have been 
arrested in connection with the stab-
bing and one suspect has confessed 
to the crime.

The ceremony took place at Al-
maty’s Baluan Sholak Sports Palace, 
which was where the 17-year-old 
Ten won 2011 Asian Winter Games 
gold and silver medals. The 5,000-
seat sports complex was at full ca-
pacity during the funeral services, 
and thousands more waited outside 
the facility to pay their respects at 
Ten’s open casket.

Kazakh Minister of Culture and 
Sport Arystanbek Mukhamediuly 
opened the ceremony by expressing 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s 
condolences to Ten’s parents.

“Kazakhstan and the entire world 
are mourning today,” said Mukha-

mediuly. “We have lost a person 
who wanted to make the world a 
kinder and better place.”

Almaty residents held back tears 
during the moment of silence and 
when placing flowers at the foot of 
his casket and the table displaying 
his medals. They held banners read-
ing “Forgive us, we couldn’t save 
you” and listened to “She Won’t Be 
Mine,” an original song written and 
recorded by Ten.

Kazakh middleweight boxing 
medallist Gennady Golovkin flew in 
from Los Angeles, halting his train-
ing for his upcoming rematch with 
Saul Alvarez, to attend Almaty’s cer-
emony. He comforted Ten’s bereft 
parents throughout the service.

Golovkin also mourned the loss 
of Ten on social media, along with 
international figure skaters Adam 
Rippon, Gracie Gold, Mirai Nagasu, 
Patrick Chan, Tessa Virtue, Scott 
Moir, Alex Shibutani, Javier Fernán-
dez, Evgenia Medvedeva, Adelina 
Sotnikova and Aleksander Kibalko.

Ten was buried in a cemetery in 
Almaty’s Druzhba village after the 
ceremony’s conclusion.

All over the country and the 
world, people gathered at memorial 
services to pay tribute to Ten.

Kazakh speed skater Yekaterina 
Aydova, Kazakh speed skating med-
allist Denis Kuzin, Kazakh welter-
weight boxing medallist Daniyar 

Yeleussinov, Kazakh light heavy-
weight and cruiserweight boxing 
medallist Beibut Shumenov, Am-
bassador from Japan Ichiro Kawa-
bata and Ambassador from the 
Republic of Korea Kim Dae-sik at-
tended the memorial ceremony in 
Astana’s Barys Arena, where Ten 
had performed in the lead role of the 
ice show Denis Ten and Friends a 
month ago.

“Denis Ten is a descendant of 
General Min Geung-ho, the coun-
try’s outstanding fighter against Jap-
anese colonialists. We will always 
remember the hero of his country, a 
close friend of the Republic of Ko-
rea, Denis Ten,” said Dae-sik in a 
telegramme.

Memorial services also took place 
in Taraz, Shymkent, Karaganda, 
Atyrau, Aktau and Pavlodar.

Kazakh embassies in the Czech 
Republic, Russia, Latvia, Japan 
and Korea welcomed the public 
to lay flowers at Ten’s portrait in 
front of their buildings. People 
weathered extreme heat to fill out 
eight books of condolences with 
their heartfelt messages at the Ka-
zakh embassy in Tokyo.

“The doors of our embassies and 
consulates are always open to all,” 
said the Kazakh Ministry of For-
eign Affairs press secretary Aibek 
Smadiyarov in a July 20 statement. 
“Yesterday, people gathered near 

our consulate in Riga. Today, a book 
of condolences has been opened at 
the embassy in Moscow.”

Projects in commemoration of 
Ten are under way. A film script, 
which he had been working on in 
recent months, is planned for pro-
duction.

“We are going to try to realise 
his idea and shoot a film dedicated 
to this multi-talented person,” said 
Kazakh-Russian film director Timur 
Bekmambetov. “In his 25 years, Ten 
managed to do so much and had 
such grand plans, which he would 
have surely put into practice because 
he was a real hard worker.”

Medeu Mountain Skating Rink 
management seeks to install a me-
morial of Ten in Almaty, hoping to 
finance the project through a crowd-
funding platform.

“At the moment, we are negotiat-
ing with City Hall. As soon as the 
initiative is approved, we will de-
cide on its exact location,” said the 
skating rink’s Marketing Director 
Aigerim Niyazbekova.

Born in Almaty to a family of 
Korean descent, Ten graduated 
from the Kazakh Academy of 
Sports and Tourism with a diploma 
with honours and had been pursu-
ing an MBA programme in Oil and 
Gas at the Kazakh-British Techni-
cal University.

Coverage, A2; Editorial, A6. 

Direct flights to Italy 
will strengthen  
Kazakh-Italian  

relations, envoy stresses
By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – Recently-appoint-
ed Italian ambassador Pasquale 
D’Avino says there’s a need for 
direct Kazakhstan-Italy air con-
nections due to the growing in-
terest among Kazakhs in Italian 
culture and the prospects of eco-
nomic cooperation between the 
nations.

In a recent interview, he said 
his top priority is establishing 
direct flights between Almaty-
Milan and Astana-Rome by the 
beginning of next year, as he ex-
pects the routes will significant-
ly increase tourism and cultural 
exchange. They will make trips 
easier for the growing number 
of businesspeople and Kazakh 
travellers wishing to visit Italy, 
while at the same time attracting 

more Italian investors and creat-
ing improved cooperation.

Kazakh interest in Italy 
is tangible

D’Avino noted Kazakhs have 
increasing interest in Italy based 
on the ever-growing numbers 
coming to the embassy for vi-
sas each year, a figure that has 
reached approximately 40,000 
annually. There is also a high 
demand for language and cul-
ture courses. The capital’s Naz-
arbayev University and Al Far-
abi University in Almaty offer 
language courses, and he added 
the embassy plans to start Ital-
ian classes for students at Naz-
arbayev Intellectual Schools 
(NIS).

Continued on Page A3
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Legislative changes, including higher pensions 
and more expensive cigarettes, take effect in July

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva

ASTANA – Recent changes to 
Kazakhstan’s legislation have result-
ed in higher pensions, more social 
assistance payments and more ex-
pensive cigarettes, while procedures 
for issuing visas and electronic pass-
ports for vehicles have been altered.

 Higher basic pension 
payment

Some changes involved the cal-
culation of basic pensions, which 
previously comprised 15,274 tenge 
(US$44.75) or 54 percent of the 
subsistence minimum and were the 
same for all pensioners. Now the 
basic pension amount is directly 

proportional to work experience 
and the duration of an individual’s 
participation in the national pen-
sion scheme.

If a citizen worked for 10 years 
or less or did not work at all, the 
basic pension is set at 54 percent 
of the subsistence minimum. With 
more than 10 years of work expe-
rience, the payment increases by 2 
percent with each additional year. 
For pensioners with more than 33 
years of work experience, the basic 
pension comprises 100 percent of 
the subsistence minimum, which 
is set at 28,284 tenge (US$82.90) 
this year.

The basic pension recalculation 
will be made automatically for all 
pensioners, and no additional doc-
uments are required to be provided.

New type of social  
assistance

Individuals who take care of peo-
ple with disabilities belonging to the 
first category over the age of 18 are 
entitled to a state benefit set at 1.05 of 
the subsistence minimum or 29,699 
tenge (US$86.2) this year. The ben-
efit is appointed for life and time 
spent is counted as work experience 
in pension payment calculations. The 
new state benefit will be extended to 
approximately 14,000 families.

Electronic passports  
for vehicles

Electronic passports for vehicles 
came into force July 1. The electronic 

passports contain information about a 
given vehicle, its history, restrictions 
on its use, the quality and volume of 
maintenance works and its involve-
ment in accidents since the date of 
production or entry to the Eurasian 
Economic Union. The passports sim-
plify document processing, lower 
transaction costs and ensure transpar-
ency during each stage of vehicle use.

Easier visa procedures
Starting July 1, letters of invitation 

for visa applications must be submit-
ted no later than five working days 
prior to the expected date of a for-
eign citizen’s entry to Kazakhstan. 
Previously, the invitations had to be 
submitted no later than 14 working 
days before the entry.

Invitation letters should include 

the foreigner’s address of residence 
in Kazakhstan and his or her itin-
erary. Specifying this information 
exempts the foreign citizen with 
the visa from the responsibility of 
registering with the local migration 
office.

The application terms for val-
id visa extension have also been 
changed. Applications must now be 
submitted no earlier than 30 working 
days but no later than five working 
days before visa expiration.

More expensive cigarettes
Starting July 1, the minimum 

price of a pack of cigarettes will 
jump to 360 tenge (US$1.04). In 
six months, cigarette packs will 
become more expensive by anoth-
er 20 tenge (US$0.06).

Kazakh President given 
right to head National 

Security Council for life
By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – The Constitutional 
Council gave final approval June 
28 to legislation granting Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
the right to head the country’s Se-
curity Council for life.

The law stipulating his new sta-
tus was published July 12 in the 
Kazakhstanskaya Pravda national 
newspaper and came into force.

The county’s parliament passed 
the bill May 31. After receiving 
President Nazarbayev’s appeal to 
review the bill, the Constitutional 
Council recognised it as consistent 
with the Constitution June 28.

“Kazakhstan’s First President – El-
basy (Leader of the Nation), due to his 
historic mission, has the lifelong right 
to lead the Security Council as its 
chairman,” reads the law, which was 
signed by the President July 5.

Earlier, Justice Minister Marat 
Beketayev said Nazarbayev’s life-
long right to head the security coun-

cil follows the constitutional reform 
of last year and serves as a factor in 
strengthening the country’s stabil-
ity. The reform granted a number 
of presidential powers to the parlia-
ment and the government and made 
the executive branch more account-
able to the legislature.

The law also expands the secu-
rity council’s role by providing it 
with the status of a constitutional 
body. It is now responsible for co-
ordinating the implementation of a 
unified state policy in ensuring na-
tional security and defence capabil-
ities to maintain domestic political 
stability, protect the constitutional 
order, state independence, territo-
rial integrity and the national inter-
ests of Kazakhstan internationally.

“The decisions of the security 
council and the chairman of the 
security council are mandatory and 
are subject to strict execution by 
state bodies, organisations and of-
ficials of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan,” the law reads.

Kazakhstan to upgrade 
prisons to international 

standards
Staff Report

ASTANA — Kazakhstan’s cor-
rectional facilities will be recon-
structed corresponding to the inter-
national standards in which convicts 
have to be detained in a single 
prison cell, said Prosecutor General 
Kairat Kozhamzharov in his inter-
view with informburo.kz.

Kozhamzharov discussed meas-
ures to strengthen the rule of law 
and the prospects for the develop-
ment of human rights mechanisms.

“First of all, room colonies will be 
reconstructed into the separate pris-
on cells. According to international 
standards, every convict has to be 
detained in a single prison cell. It is 
planned to gradually reconstruct the 
residential blocks of operating colo-
nies to comply with the international 
standards. It is also suggested to cre-
ate conditions for convicts to serve 
the punishment based on the place 
of residence,” said Kozhamzharov.

There are correctional facili-
ties that are morally obsolete, said 
Kozhamzharov.

“There are prisons built in the 
19th century. Convicts deserve 
strict punishment, but they are de-
prived of the most precious, their 
freedom. Their detention condi-
tions should not be an additional 
punishment. It should not humiliate 
the person’s dignity. This is based 
on the United Nations Convention 
against Torture (UNCAT) which 

has been ratified in Kazakhstan,” 
added Kozhamzharov.

Kozhamzharov highlighted that 
many efforts have been made this 
year to solve these issues.

“Last April, we examined recon-
struction of correctional facilities 
at the extended board of the Pros-
ecutor General’s Office with the 
participation of the country’s Se-
curity Council and interested state 
bodies. President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev and the country’s Security 
Council supported our proposals for 
the modernisation of penitentiary 
system and bringing it in line with 
international standards. The govern-
ment is already finalising the formu-
lation of a development roadmap,” 
he said.

Kozhamzharov added measures 
will be taken to digitise procedures 
to ensure the transparency of the 
punishment process.

“The criminal process digitisa-
tion will allow to exercise effec-
tive supervision and departmental 
in-house monitoring over criminal 
cases,” said Kozhamzharov.

Kazakhstan’s strategic goal to 
enter the 30 most-developed coun-
tries, along with other factors, re-
quires the solution of a set of tasks 
to improve criminal policy, mod-
ernise the public security system, 
create an optimal justice system and 
strengthen the protection of human 
rights and freedom. This work is 
carried out with the participation of 
the Prosecutor General’s Office.

Nineteen projects worth 6.4 bil-
lion tenge (US$18 million) to sup-
ply gas to rural settlements are 
being implemented in the Aktobe 
region, reports the regional akimat 
press service. Gas will be provided 
to more than 7,000 residents in 
11 villages by 2019. “Today, 88 
percent of the total population of 
the region or more than 752,000 
people are provided with gas. The 
gasification of the Araltobe and 
Zhazyk villages will be completed 
by the end of 2018,” said Energy, 
Housing and Communal Services 
Department head Dastan Amanov. 

The largest expedition ever to 
the six most popular destinations 
in Kazakhstan was launched July 
18, according to the Kazakh Tour-
ism press service. Approximately 
140 people will explore natural, 
historical and sacred sites to aid 
the further development of tourist 
routes and promote domestic tour-
ism. “The expedition will travel the 
regions from Altai to the Silk Road 
areas. A team of professionals will 
visit the most interesting sites over 
three months. The expedition will 
identify necessary infrastructure 
solutions for the State Tourism De-
velopment Programme. New tour-
ist routes will be launched, and a 
photo and video archive and illus-
trated guidebooks will be created,” 
said Kazakh Tourism Board Chair-
man Rashid Kuzembayev.

Astana hosted July 18 the Inter-
national Congress of Architects, 
this meeting dedicated to the 20th 
anniversary of Kazakh capital, re-
ported Primeminister.kz. Leading 
architects, urban planners and re-
searchers from more than 20 coun-
tries discussed modern national ar-
chitecture and finding solutions to 
local identity questions in a global 
context. “Smart systems should 
be comfortable for residents. The 
city’s development has reached a 
new level. We want to build not 
just buildings, but energy-efficient 
buildings with smart and advanced 
technologies. As for the housing 
and communal services, we have 
to conduct repair works and then 
turn to smart solutions,” said Asta-
na Deputy Akim (Mayor) Malika 
Bekturova. A team from Sredalab 
that presented a project on winter 
greenhouse complexes for resi-
dents won the Urban Environment: 
Smart District contest among 
young architects and students, an 
event held within the larger con-
gress.

The Ministry of Healthcare has 
developed the Healthy Cities of 
Kazakhstan project to consolidate 
the actions of various services, 
including police, environmental 
authorities and municipal servic-
es, reported the press service of 
the Central Communications Ser-
vices July 19. The ministry will 
support local executive bodies 
to create conditions for a healthy 
lifestyle and promote physical ac-
tivity in universities and schools. 
“We will reduce air pollution and 
the risk of upper respiratory in-
fections, allergy and asthmatic 
diseases if we reduce traffic on 
roads and increase pedestrian 
zones and cycle routes. Fewer 
cars mean fewer accidents and in-
juries, less disability and mortal-
ity,” said National Public Health 
Centre Deputy Director Zhamilya 
Battakova. 

Thirty-five projects worth 55 
billion tenge (US$159 million) 
will be upgraded in the Aktobe 
region, according to Kazinform. 
Fifteen investment projects worth 
76 billion tenge (US$220 million) 
were launched as part of the Ba-
sic Industrialisation programme, 
including the construction of a 
gold ore plant, a granite and build-
ing material production plant and 
the development of the Spring-
Aralchinsky copper-pyrite deposit. 
“Four projects worth 62.5 billion 
tenge (US$181 million) with par-
ticipation of foreign investors are 
being implemented. A wind gen-
erator production plant, a gas utili-
sation workshop with soot produc-
tion and an ice palace will be built.  
A plant on ceramic products manu-
facturing will be reconstructed in 
Khromtau,” said Aktobe Region 
Akim (Governor) Berdybek Sa-
parbayev. 

Kazakhstan enacts law developing 
private venture financing

By Aidana Yergaliyeva 

ASTANA – Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev signed a law 
on venture financing July 9 provid-
ing a number of innovations that 
should stimulate the private venture 
capital market.

The law was developed by the 
National Agency for Technologi-
cal Development (NATD) and the 
Ministry for Investments and De-
velopment, reported Kazinform 
with reference to the NATD press 
service.

The government expects the 
new laws will foster the growth of 
innovation-active enterprises and 
venture capital market investors, 
create new jobs and increase entre-
preneurial activity.

In the long term, the innovations 
will ensure scientific and techno-
logical progress, GDP growth and 
the country’s competitiveness, said 
Minister for Investments and De-
velopment Zhenis Kassymbek.

The law introduces a clear defini-
tion of venture financing and speci-
fies the features of its legal status. 
This will allow Kazakh investors 
to structure their transactions in 
domestic jurisdiction, thus avoid-
ing the outflow of investment and 
innovations abroad.

Approaches to assessing the ef-
fectiveness of state support for 
innovative projects financed by 
venture funds have been changed, 
taking into consideration the high 
risks associated with venture in-
vestments. In particular, the results 

of the entire portfolio of venture 
fund projects co-financed by the 
state will be considered during state 
audit and financial control, offering 
private investors the opportunity 
to more confidently invest in risky 
projects at an early stage.

The law also allows carrying 
out joint venture financing activi-
ties without forming a legal entity. 
In addition, other information and 
communication technology institu-
tions can become involved in ven-
ture financing. For instance, Zerde, 
the national info-communication 
company, can create a venture fund 
to finance IT enterprises.

Importantly, the law introduces 
new corporate law contractual in-
struments in order to regulate the 
relationship between the parties 
involved in venture financing. The 
amendments include elements of 
English law. The following con-
tractual instruments are used for 
venture financing, but were not 
fully regulated by civil legislation 
before the law was adopted.

The shareholder agreement al-
lows establishing a balance of inter-
ests between shareholders, as well 
as avoiding conflicts of interests 
between persons on whom the ef-
fectiveness of such legal entity de-
pends, such as managers, company 
directors and creditors. The agree-
ment regulates a wide range of is-
sues such as managing society and 
circulating shares.

The contract is the agreement to 
implement the rights of those in-
volved in the partnership. It is de-
signed to consolidate agreed-upon 

“rules of the game” between part-
ners, including the conditions for 
entering and exiting the business, as 
well as reducing the risks of corpo-
rate conflicts. The impossibility of 
changing the terms of the contract 
without the consent of its partici-
pants allows effectively protecting 
the rights of minority shareholders 
without violating the balance of in-
terests of other participants.

The agreement also introduces 
a stock option contract, where one 
party can undertake to fulfil its obli-
gations on the demands of the other 
party.

Another important innovation 
is the possibility of venture fund 
participants to require other partici-
pants on a convertible loan to con-
tribute to the charter capital of the 
partnership.

The law also allows including 
contract provisions on representa-
tions and warranties. In these cas-
es, representation is a statement of 
fact, based on the counterparty of 
the person who made the certifica-
tion and entered into the transac-
tion. It will allow the counterparty 
to spend less time rechecking the 
relevant circumstances within the 
legal expertise, receiving a guar-
antee for damages and saving 
transaction costs. The warranty is 
a statement that determines the es-
sential terms of the contract, such 
as the price and term for retain-
ing the force of some restrictions. 
Their violation gives the investor 
the right to demand terminating 
the contract and compensation for 
losses.

Suspects confess to killing 
Olympic figure skater Denis Ten

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakh police have 
confirmed two men have been de-
tained on suspicion of killing Ka-
zakh figure skater and Olympic 
bronze medallist Denis Ten July 19 
and that both men have confessed. 

Denis Ten died July 19 at the 
age of 25 after being stabbed in his 
thigh after he caught two men try-
ing to steal the side mirrors of his 
car. Ten was taken to the hospital, 
where he died of blood loss a few 
hours later. 

“As part of the investigation, 
including verifying testimonies of 
witnesses and studying outdoor 
surveillance cameras at the site 
of the crime and surrounding ar-
eas, the suspects were identified. 
Nuraly Kiyasov, born 1994 in the 
Zhambyl region was detained. He 
confessed in the presence of attor-
ney. He was placed in a temåporary 
detention facility,” said Almaty 
Chief Prosecutor Berik Zhuirik-
tayev during a July 20 press brief-
ing. 

The second suspect, 23-year-old 
Arman Kudaibergenov from the 

Kyzylorda region, was detained 
July 20. 

The judge decided July 20 Ki-
yasov will remain in custody for 
two months, while pre-trial inves-
tigation is underway. 

The police initially said Kudai-
bergenov pleaded guilty to stab-
bing death, Kiyasov, however, 
claimed July 24 he was the one to 
stab the athlete. 

“Currently, a pre-trial investi-
gation into the crime specified in 
second part of Article 99 in the 
Criminal Code of Kazakhstan is 
continuing. Suspects Nuraly Ki-
yasov and Arman Kudaibergenov 
confessed in committing this 
crime and submitted material evi-
dence. In particular, suspect Ku-
daibergenov, when verifying testi-
mony at the crime scene, showed 
where knife was hidden. It was 
confiscated and included in the 
case files,” said the city internal af-
fairs department July 24.

Deputy Minister of Internal Af-
fairs Rashid Zhakupov told report-
ers on July 24 the examination will 
determine who stabbed Ten. 

“As for the details of the crime 
and positions of suspects, today it 

is not something new when sus-
pects, after being detained, shift 
the blame to their partners in 
crime,” said Zhakupov. 

He also said the two suspects 
were previously charged with theft 
of car mirrors. 

The police said in a statement 
Kudaibergenov was charged with 
theft in August 2013, when he at-
tacked a man and stole his mobile 
phone. The court then sentenced 
him to one year. 

Kudaibergenov was supposed to 
face trial in July in Astana, after he 
was caught July 11 attempting to 
steal side mirrors in the capital, re-
ported time.kz. 

Astana resident Sapar Shamsi-
yev, whose side mirrors Kudai-
bergenov was trying to steal, said 
he was sure the defendant is in jail. 

“The police said the trial will be 
in seven or ten days and they will 
invite me. The police also told me 
the man (Kudaibergenov) was de-
tained, that he was previously sen-
tenced, and that he confessed,” said 
Shamshiyev, as reported time.kz. 

The police, however, released 
Kudaibergenov July 13 under cer-
tain conditions. 



A3

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2018

EURASIA&WORLD
EXTERNAL

NEWS IN BRIEF

Italian ambassador to Kazakhstan 
Pasquale D’Avino

EU, Central Asian delegations hold 
political, security talks in Ashgabat

By Elya Altynsarina

ASTANA – Delegations from 
Central Asian foreign ministries 
and from European External Ac-
tion Service (EEAS) held the 
fifth annual High Level Dialogue 
(HLD) on Political and Security 
matters in Ashgabat, Turkmeni-
stan, on July 9.

Central Asian authorities and 
the EU are working to present the 
updated EU Strategy on Central 
Asia aimed at upgrading relations 
between the two regions next year. 
The sides are also exchanging best 
practices in security to adopt com-
mon measures in combating terror-
ism, radicalisation and drug traffick-

ing, along with improving border 
security.

The common efforts to shape the 
strategy and focus on security is 
meant to shape inter-regional co-
operation between Central Asia and 
the European Union. By inviting 
Afghanistan as a guest to the dia-
logue, the parties imply a common 
vision about the interconnectivity 
of security and development chal-
lenges in the region.

The session participants dis-
cussed cooperation areas, from re-
vising the EU’s Central Asia Strat-
egy to the ongoing drafting of a new 
EU Strategy on Euro-Asian con-
nectivity tasked to establish a sus-
tainable connectivity for “equitable 
and balanced growth.” Protection 

of the environment, the use of water 
resources and social and economic 
rehabilitation of Afghanistan were 
on the agenda, as well.

The two regions are building 
inter-regional cooperation to em-
ploy opportunities offered by pro-
grammes in education, regional 
security and stabilisation in Afghan-
istan, said Deputy Foreign Minister 
of Kazakhstan Roman Vassilenko.

The update of the EU Strategy 
on Central Asia, with finalisation 
planned by mid-2019, is expected 
to enhance political, economic and 
humanitarian collaboration and ex-
pand the partnership.

HLD participants also reviewed 
cooperation within the Border Man-
agement Programme in Central 

Asia (BOMCA) and the Central 
Asia Drug Action Programme (CA-
DAP). Both projects have improved 
security in Central Asia.

BOMCA and CADAP were 
launched in the early 2000s as plat-
forms to assist regional govern-
ments. Within the programmes, the 
EU contributed more than $46.8 
million and $24.1 million respec-
tively for monitoring activities, 
preventive campaigns and capacity 
building of Central Asian law en-
forcement agencies.

With Afghanistan on board, HLD 
allows reviewing the socio-econom-
ic and political situation in the region 
on a wider context, as well as on-site 
consideration of options for coopera-
tion with Kabul on security matters.

Considering the expanding HLD 
agenda, Kazakhstan has suggested 
holding thematic seminars on cyber- 
and border security and economic 
connectivity under HLD auspices.

Several delegations recalled the 
Astana meeting of Central Asian 
leaders in March initiated by Uz-
bek President Shavkat Mirziyev as 
a point that gave a new impetus to 
regional cooperation.

Traditionally, the HLD bases its 
meetings on agreements and guid-
ance arising from the annual CA-
EU ministerial meeting. The latest 
such meeting took place in Samar-
kand, Uzbekistan, with the next one 
planned for Nov. 23 in Brussels.

Kazakhstan and the European 
Union representatives later held 
separate meeting on the HLD side-
lines.

EEAS Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral Jean-Cristophe Belliard and EU 
Special Representative for Central 
Asia Peter Burian led the EEAS 
delegation.

Finnair will resume its Astana-
Helsinki route in July, reported 
the Astana International Airport 
press service. The four-hour flight 
will be operated twice per week on 
Wednesday and Friday until Sep-
tember on the company’s Airbus 
319. Finnair, which serviced more 
than 3,000 passengers last summer 
along this route, flies to more than 
70 destinations in Europe, includ-
ing major cities, and 19 destina-
tions in Asia.   

Kazakhstan will host the Asian 
Weightlifting Championship in 
2020, reported Kazakhstan’s 
Weightlifting Federation press 
service. The decision was made 
at the International Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) executive com-
mittee meeting July 4-6 in Tash-
kent and the Kazakh Weightlifting 
Federation subsequently received 
the official confirmation letter. The 
statement noted it will be an im-
portant qualifying stage before the 
2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
“We sincerely congratulate you on 
winning the bid to host the Asian 
championship and let us express 
support for the successful organi-
sation of such a significant event,” 
said the letter. 

Experts and representatives from 
Afghanistan, China, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Rus-
sia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan discussed transbound-
ary water management during the 
regional meeting on strengthening 
intersectoral interaction in wa-
ter management and increasing 
the role of water for achieving 
sustainable development goals. 
The lack of coordinated and inte-
grated actions between neighbour-
ing countries has been one of the 
acute issues for the region facing 
water shortage and its deteriorat-
ing quality. The participants dis-
cussed ways to foster cooperation 
and offered suggestions that can 
be included in the International 
Water Assessment Centre’s future 
programmes.   

Kazakh Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Yerzhan Ashikbayev spoke July 
11 at the United Nations Security 
Council debate focusing on cli-
mate change-related security risks. 
He noted climate change can cause 
poverty, food insecurity, illegal 
migration, social instability and 
violent conflicts. Ashikbayev cited 
the drying of the Aral Sea, once the 
world’s fourth largest lake which 
in less that decades has reduced to 
a tenth of its original 68,000 square 
kilometres, as a “tragic experience 
for Kazakhstan and Central Asia.” 
The environmental disaster affect-
ed more than 60 million people. 

Kazakhstan is interested in en-
hancing cooperation with Switzer-
land in energy, transport, small and 
medium businesses and advanced 
technology transfer and know-
how. Kazakh Prime Minister 
Bakytzhan Sagintayev and Swiss 
Federal Counsellor (Minister) and 
Federal Department of Economic 
Affairs, Education and Research 
Chair Johann N. Schneider-Am-
mann recently discussed invest-
ment partnership and interregional 
cooperation, as well as developing 
projects in transport and logistics. 
Switzerland invested $20.6 bil-
lion in the Kazakh economy from 
2005-2017 and 436 companies 
with Swiss participation work 
in the country. Trade turnover 
reached $3.2 billion last year, a 
21-percent increase over 2016.

Kazkommertsbank (Qazkom) 
recently won two awards for its 
innovative products at the Asian 
Banking and Finance Awards 2018 
in Singapore, reports forbes.kz. 
A jury of international consulting 
company representatives from De-
loitte, Ernst&Young, KPMG and 
PwC awarded Mobile Banking Ini-
tiative of the Year to Qazkom’s QR 
code payment product and Digital 
Banking Initiative of the Year to 
their Western Union transfers via 
Homebank product. The jury ob-
served that taking into account 
market trends, best international 
practices and consumer prefer-
ences is what allowed the bank to 
lead in innovation. More than 200 
banks and insurance companies 
from 40 countries were recognised 
at the awards.

Continued from Page A1

“This is a reason of being proud 
for us. This is a brilliant school in-
stitution. We believe we can show 
the rich Italian cultural heritage,” 
he said.

Many Kazakhs currently study in 
Milan, Rome and Reggio Calabria, 
the latter gaining popularity espe-
cially among opera singers seeking 
to study Italian phonetics.

Kazakh interest in Italy is piqued 
by the Almaty and Astana opera 
houses staging numerous classic 
Italian masterpieces, such as this 
year’s anniversary celebration of 
composer Gioacchino Rossini. 
D’Avino noted the collabora-
tive work of Astana Opera House 
and Genoa’s Teatro Carlo Felice, 
which participated July 5-6 in the 
capital’s gala event honouring its 
20th anniversary.

“Opera is certainly the flag of 
Italian presence here in Kazakh-
stan’s major cities,” he said.

It is not only Renaissance art and 
performances that are appreciated 
in Kazakhstan, as modern sounds 
are also encouraged. For Astana 
Day, the embassy and the Astana 

mayor’s office organised a concert 
featuring the Gabriele Buonasorte 
Quartet and Mauro Negri.

For those who want to enjoy ad-
ditional events dedicated to Italian 
culture, the ambassador suggests 
visiting the National Museum next 
month, as beginning Aug. 3 Ital-
ian galleries will display paintings 
from Picasso’s time. A similar ex-
hibit is planned for a later date fea-
turing young Kazakh and Italian 
artists and special events dedicated 

to Italian design, language and cui-
sine will be also organised in the 
next few months.

Economy as a backbone 
of relations

Italy is an important economic 
partner for Kazakhstan. ENI, a 
big player in the oil and gas field, 
brings the most advanced tech-
nology to cities such as Aktobe 
and Atyrau and the Karachaga-
nak,  Kashagan and Tengiz fields, 
the envoy said.

Italy is also supporting Kazakh-
stan in transitioning to renewable 
energy and ENI’s wind factory 
project in Aktobe oblast will soon 
be completed.

The relationship is expected to 
strengthen as the Kazakh economy 
continues to develop. Although 
Italy appears quite small on the 
map, it has more than five million 
working companies, yet only 300 
companies with Italian participa-
tion are registered in Kazakhstan. 
Italy is a very promising partner in 
terms of cooperation potential and 
attracting investment.

D’Avino believes Kazakhstan 
is establishing a good basis for 
a favourable business environ-
ment through the Astana Interna-
tional Financial Centre (AIFC), 
as well as the nation’s banking 
and finance systems. He noted 
Kazakh legislation and institu-
tional changes seem persuasive. 
If Kazakhs want to build an ad-
vanced economy, however, these 
amendments should not only exist 
de jure (legally recognised), but 
also be enforced in conjunction 
with privatisation and the Belt and 
Road Initiative. One problem is 
the contrast in conducting busi-
ness between highly-developed 
big cities and underdeveloped re-
gional ones.

“Kazakhstan has very compe-
tent, skilful, high ranking manag-
ers. The presence of top manage-
ment is interesting, but it is limited 
to Astana and Almaty. We want to 
see the same development in the 
regions,” he said.

D’Avino supports President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s plan to 
diversify the economy and high-
lighted the importance of Kazakh-
stan’s new emphasis on agribusi-

ness for Italy. He referred to the 
ongoing negotiations between Ka-
zakh and Italian companies for a 
pasta factory near Kostanai, a city 
with an abundance of wheat and 
grain.

Italian companies may also be 
interested in the country’s railway 
system and defence and tourism 
industries, including in the Tian 
Shan mountain region in the lat-
ter category. The automobile in-
dustry is another area with a big 
future and a notable example is 
Fiat-Iveco buses running in the 
capital.

D’Avino described the relation-
ship between the countries as ex-
cellent. After the collapse of the 
USSR, Italian Prime Minister Sil-
vio Berlusconi was the first Euro-
pean leader to recognise Kazakh-
stan as a very reliable country, the 
envoy noted. Former Prime Min-
ister Romano Prodi and former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Franco 
Frattini are regular visitors to the 
Kazakh capital. Friendly relations 
have continued as the countries 
have always had a common inter-
est in their commitment to peace 
and a free market economy.

Central Asian foreign ministers 
discuss regional security

By Almasbek Zhumadilov

ASTANA – Central Asian for-
eign ministers discussed regional 
cooperation and security matters 
July 21 in Cholpon-Ata (Kyr-
gyzstan).

The meeting included Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan 
Kairat Abdrakhmanov as well 
as the foreign ministers of Kyr-
gyzstan Erlan Abdyldayev, Tajik-
istan Sirodzhiddin Mukhriddin, 
Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Kamilov 
and Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Turkmenistan Berdyniyaz Mya-
tiev.

Abdrakhmanov told the group 
Central Asia has an opportunity to 
lead on nuclear non-proliferation.

“Central Asia is a zone free of 
nuclear weapons, and our region 
has the opportunity to take the 
lead on this issue. We need to in-
tensify cooperation between all 
the world’s nuclear weapon-free 
zones,” said Abdrakhmanov, add-
ing Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev’s initiative to hold the 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones Sum-
mit was aimed at securing Central 
Asia’s role as nucleus of coopera-
tion between nuclear weapon-free 
zones.

He also said the meeting of the 
ministers was a practical imple-
mentation of the first protocol 
reached during a Central Asian 
heads of state meeting in Astana in 
March 2018.

Abdrakhmanov also supported 
Turkmenistan as chair of the Inter-
national Fund for Saving the Aral 

Sea, the only institutional dialogue 
platform in Central Asia at the lev-
el of the heads of state.

The group also discussed trans-
national threats and praised par-
ticipants’ efforts to help stabilise 
Afghanistan and cooperate with 
that nation. Abdrakhmanov said 
the Regional Conference Wom-
en’s Empowerment in Afghani-
stan in Astana in September will 
be important and offered to or-
ganise a high-level Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe meeting on Afghanistan 
in 2019.

The ministers praised on-going 
processes for international legal 

registration of state borders be-
tween Central Asian countries and 
the intensification of interregional 
and cross-border cooperation in 
the region.

They said the region needs to 
expand cooperation in combat-
ing international terrorism and 
extremism, illicit drug trafficking, 
transnational organised crime and 
other regional security issues, in-
cluding within international and 
regional organisations.

The participants of the meeting 
also called for efforts to strengthen 
regional trade and economic ties.

They also noted that improving 
transit infrastructure will facilitate 

more freight traffic through the re-
gion.

The ministers also discussed the 
need to create long-term water re-
sources cooperation that meets the 
needs of all the countries in the re-
gion.

They also affirmed their com-
mitment to cooperation on educa-
tion, culture, art, science, tourism 
and other spheres.

The foreign ministers said they 
hold similar positions on regional 
issues and that foreign ministe-
rial meetings help promote coop-
eration. They called for regular 
inter-ministerial consultations and 
expert meetings to prepare for the 

next Central Asian high-level con-
sultation meeting on the eve of 
Nauryz in 2019 in Uzbekistan.

The ministers adopted a joint 
statement noting that they dis-
cussed regional cooperation, secu-
rity issues, borders, transport and 
transit communications, use of 
water and energy resources, trade-
economic and cultural-humanitar-
ian cooperation, including inter-
action of Central Asian countries 
within international organisations.

They also stressed the impor-
tance of the upcoming regular 
consultati meeting of the heads of 
state of Central Asia in Tashkent in 
March 2019.

Direct flights to Italy will strengthen  
Kazakh-Italian relations, envoy stresses
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Kashagan oil field.

Electricity production 
reached to 54.5 billion 
kWh with an increase 
of 7.3 percent.

Economy minister notes slowing 
inflation, increasing investment

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
reached 4.1 percent in the first half 
of the year, Minister of National 
Economy Timur Suleimenov 
said during a July 10 government 
meeting. The economic recovery 
comes as inflation continues to 
slow and investment is high.

“Inflation has been steadily fall-
ing and reached its lowest point 
in the last three years. From the 
beginning of the year, it was 2.6 
percent,” Suleimenov said, ac-
cording to primeminister.kz.

Investments in fixed assets ex-
tended their high growth trend of 
25.8 percent. Industrial produc-
tion grew by 5.2 percent, mining 
industry by 5.5 percent and manu-
facturing by 5.2 percent.

Among the processing indus-
tries, the production of paper 
products showed growth of 12 
percent, the chemical industry 

grew 11 percent and mechanical 
engineering output increased 17.2 
percent. Metallurgy, refining and 
food production grew by 3.4, 4.4 
and 5.2 percent respectively.

The volume of agriculture pro-
duction rose 4 percent.

The construction industry grew 
by 3.8 percent over six months. 
The increased rate of construction 
of residential buildings, industrial 
and social facilities, and oil and 
gas pipelines; the building of a 
gas compressor station; the recon-
struction of highways; the con-
struction of a runway in the city 
of Semei; and the modernisation 
of the Shymkent petrochemical 
plant all accelerated the growth of 
the sector.

According to the minister, an 
increase in consumer demand and 
sustained business activity in the 
real sector of the economy trig-
gered growth in the services.

Foreign trade turnover went up 
24.3 percent or $21 billion. Ex-
ports jumped 27 percent.

“High production activity has 
had a positive impact on the la-
bour market. Since the beginning 
of this year, 178,700 people have 
been employed [as of June 1]. 
Wages are growing at a moderate 
pace. In January to May, the aver-
age monthly salary was 152,800 
tenge [US$445] and grew in real 
terms by 0.8 percent. Real mon-
etary incomes for January to April 
increased 1.2 percent,” Sulei-
menov added.

Taking the floor, Minister of 
Finance Bakhyt Sultanov not-
ed the growth in state coffers. 
Compared to the same period 
last year, the growth rate of the 
state budget revenues (excluding 
transfers) reached 112 percent or 
407 billion tenge (US$1.18 bil-
lion) more, he said. The revenue 
of the national budget grew by 
114 percent or 329 billion tenge 
(US$959.3 million), and local 
budgets increased 107.3 percent 
or by 77 billion tenge (US$224.5 
million).

Labour, entrepreneurial programme for 2017-2021 
showing positive results, says labour minister

By Abira Kuandyk 

ASTANA – Minister of Labour 
and Social Protection of the Pop-
ulation Madina Abylkassymova 
reviewed the progress of the 
2017-2021 Productive Employ-
ment and Mass Entrepreneurship 
Programme at the July 10 govern-
ment meeting. The programme 
aims to advance the quality and 
potential of labour resources.

“In 2018, 110.6 billion tenge 
(US$322.5 million) has been 
allocated for the realisation of 
the government project. These 
funds allow providing employ-
ment opportunities for 571,000 
individuals. Within the first half 
of 2018, 290,000 programme 
participants received state sup-
port, 243,000 of them became 
employed and 158,000 of them 

received a permanent job,” she 
said.

The government programme 
provides the opportunity to study 
the most in-demand professions 
in the labour market and acquire 
the necessary professional skills 
and qualifications.

“Starting in September, the 
programme will provide techni-
cal and professional education 
for 21,000 individuals, particu-
larly youth aged 15-24, within a 
period of two and a half years,” 
she added.

Short-term education in the 
technical and service industry has 
already shown progress in spe-
cific regions such as Kostanai (75 
percent), Akmola (67 percent) 
and Karaganda (58 percent). Of 
9,513 programme participants, 
4,732 are employed.

The second direction is target-

ed at improving mass entrepre-
neurship.

“Microloan expansion, the 
fourth initiative of President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev, is meant to 
develop mass entrepreneurship 

among self-employed and unem-
ployed people. In 2017, 7,200 mi-
crocredits amounting to 32 billion 
tenge (US$93.3 million) were is-
sued,” said Abylkassymova.

In 2018, 8.8 billion tenge 
(US$25.7 million) will be spent 
on microloans in rural settlements 
and six billion tenge (US$17.5 
million) in cities. To date, mi-
croloan recipients have created 
1,808 jobs.

She noted 12,645 individuals 
participated in the Bastau Busi-
ness Project in the first half of the 
year, 9,000 of whom defended 
their plans. The project, launched 
by the Atameken National Cham-
ber of Entrepreneurs, offers the 
chance for unemployed or self-
employed rural residents to learn 
the basics of entrepreneurship, as 
well as receive a preferential loan 
to open his or her own business. 

Last year, more than 3,000 of 
15,000 participants became full-
fledged businesspeople, accord-
ing to Atameken.kz

The third direction supports 
voluntary resettlement in order 
to increase labour mobility, said 
Abylkassymova.

“Ninety-one thousand individ-
uals are targeted within the pro-
gramme and 71,205 of them were 
moved before July. In 2018, 2,328 
families are going to readapt into 
the northern part of Kazakhstan 
where the labour shortage is 
mostly featured. Approximately 
2.4 billion tenge (US$6.9 mil-
lion) has been allocated for the 
realisation of this project,” she 
added.

In addition, 199 population em-
ployment centres are functioning in 
every city and district centre to fa-
cilitate employment opportunities.

Minister of Labour and Social  
Protection Madina Abylkassymova.

Oil and gas lead industrial  
investment growth

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Industrial invest-
ments reached 2.1 trillion tenge 
(US$6.1 billion) in the first five 
months of the year, increasing by 
44.2 percent. Oil production in-
vestments increased 68.1 percent, 
reported Energyprom.kz.

“Three-quarters of the invest-
ments were attracted to the extrac-
tive activities in the commodity 
sector and 65 percent of invest-
ments to oil and gas production. 
Taking into account inflation, the 
growth in comparable prices is 
31.2 percent year-on-year,” said 
the July 13 report.

In terms of investments in fixed 
assets, the largest investments 
(58.7 percent) are in the Atyrau 

region oil sector. The 1.3 trillion 
tenge (US$3.7 billion) is 71.1 per-
cent more than the same period 
last year.

The recently established Turke-
stan region, composed of the for-
mer South Kazakhstan region and 
Shymkent, the city of national sig-
nificance, has received 222.7 bil-
lion tenge (US$650 million) in in-
vestments, an increase of 2.9 times 
per year. Investment volume in the 
Mangistau region fell 30 percent to 
89 billion tenge (US$259 million).

Approximately three-quarters 
(73.5 percent) of all capital invest-
ments in the industry are directed 
to the mining sector, accounting 
for 1.6 billion tenge (US$4.6 mil-
lion). The figure increased 56.6 
percent compared to last year.

In the mining sector, 88.5 per-

cent of capital investments, or 1.4 
trillion tenge (US$4 billion), was 
directed to oil and gas production. 
The number is a 68.1-percent in-
crease compared to the previous 
year.

In addition, 129.6 billion tenge 
(US$378 million) was directed to 
metal extraction and 28.7 billion 
tenge (US$83 million) to coal pro-
duction, with an annual growth of 
2.1 times.

Manufacturing coke and refined 
petroleum products attracted 225.4 
billion tenge (US$658 million), 
38.3 percent more than a year ear-
lier.

The metallurgical industry has 
15.5 percent of processing invest-
ments. The food industry drew 
46.3 billion tenge (US$135 mil-
lion).

Kazakhstan boosts  
oil, gas, fuel and  

electricity production
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s fuel 
and energy industry is showing 
signs of growth. This year, Ka-
zakhstan has increased oil produc-
tion 6 percent, gas production 6.4 
percent and electricity production 
7.3 percent.

“In the first half of the year, fuel 
and energy industry show positive 
growth, with oil and condensate 
production reaching 45.2 million 
tonnes. The latter is an increase of 
6.2 percent compared to the same 
period in 2017,” Kazakh Minis-
ter of Energy Kanat Bozumbayev 
said at a recent government meet-
ing.

In particular, three major oil 
projects produced 27.2 million 
tonnes in total.  Kashagan field 
production reached 6.2 mil-
lion tonnes, Tengiz 14.7 million 
tonnes, Karachaganak 6.3 million 
tonnes. The total oil export is 36.5 
million tonnes of oil, increased 
by six percent compared with the 
same period of 2009.

The volume of refined oil is 7.7 
million tonnes, showing an in-
crease of 5 percent in comparison 
with the same period last year.

The minister also said the vol-
ume of production of oil products 
at the three refineries reached 5.4 
million tonnes. This figure in-
creased 1.5 percent in comparison 
with the same period last year.

The volume of gas production 
was 28.1 billion cubic metres. 
Growth for the first half of the year 
is 6.4 percent. Gas exports reached 
10.7 billion cubic metres, which is 
35.4 percent more than in 2017. At 
that, 1.5 million tonnes of lique-
fied petroleum gas was produced, 
which is 4.8 percent more than in 
the period of last year. Petroleum 
bitumen production is 375,000 
tonnes, which is 30 percent more 
than in the last year. The export of 
bitumen reached 23,800 tonnes, 
which is 19 percent higher than in 
the same period in 2017.

Electricity production reached 
to 54.5 billion kWh with an in-
crease of 7.3 percent.

“In general, the situation in the 
market of petroleum products is 
stable and there is no deficit on 
fuel and lubricants. The quantity 
of fuel residues is sufficient to cov-
er the domestic market’s demand 
for gasoline (351,000 tonnes), 
diesel fuel (255,000 tonnes) for a 
month,” the minister said.

Oil refineries have delivered 
375,000 tonnes of fuel for agri-
cultural producers for their spring 
sowing campaign.

The volume of coal produc-
tion (excluding coal concentrate) 
is 52 million tonnes, showing an 
increase of 5.1 percent compared 
to the same period of the last year.

Gold reserves  
exceed $31 billion

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – The share of gold 
reserves in the Kazakh foreign 
reserves portfolio grew 3.3 per-
cent reaching $31.2 billion as of 
the end of May over the same pe-
riod in 2017, reported finprom.kz. 
Last year, the figure was $29.7 
billion.

The increasing volume of gold 
reserves is underpinned by the 
rising price of gold reserves from 
$11.2 billion to $13.4 billion, ac-
cording to the report.

At the same time, foreign ex-
change reserves decreased from 
$19 billion to $17.8 billion.

Kazakhstan’s gold and foreign 
exchange reserves consist of the 
National Bank reserves and Na-
tional Fund resources. The fund 
was established in 2000 and has 
been accumulating revenues from 

Kazakhstan’s oil and other raw 
material exports since then.

The total amount reached $90.4 
billion, 3.1 percent lower than in 
2017, said the report.

The National Fund continued 
decreasing its resources and with 
such a course launched in 2015, 
the current reserves are estimated 
at $59.2 billion down by 21.9 per-
cent or $16.6 billion over the past 
four years.

The last years have witnessed 
an increasing demand for the 
yellow metal in Kazakhstan and 
across the globe with the United 
States possessing the largest gold 
reserves followed by Germany 
and Italy.

Kazakhstan increased its gold 
reserves from 20.7 percent in 
2013 to 42.9 percent in 2018, 
while cutting foreign currency re-
serves from 79.3 percent to 57.1 
within five years.

Kazakhstan began supplying 
flour to Afghanistan through a 
new railway route from Kosta-
nai July 18, the press service of 
Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ) 
reported. The length of the 
Kostanai-Bolashak-Serhetabat 
(Turkmenistan) route exceeds 
3,500 kilometres. The train in-
cludes at least 50 wagons with 
a net cargo capacity of 3,300 
tonnes. “Kazakhstan holds the 
leading positions in the world 
for the production of grain. The 
main task of the railway is to 
ensure timely and high-quality 
transportation of agricultural 
products, including this strategic 
cargo. The development of trans-
portation along the new route 
will increase the transit capacity 
of Kazakhstan, reduce turnover 
and accelerate the return of roll-
ing stock by two to 2.5 times,” 
Mukhtar Zhambulov, deputy 
general director for operations of 
KTZ-Cargo Transportation, said.

The National Bank of Ka-
zakhstan subjected second-tier 
banks and other organisations 
to 64 sanctions and other meas-
ures following the results of their 
analysis of the banking activi-
ties of the second quarter, 24.kz 
reports. The bank imposed 24 
sanctions in the form of fines, 37 
written orders and three written 
warnings. Qazaq Banki, Bank of 
Astana, Sberbank of Russia, ATF 
Bank and ForteBank are among 
banks that committed the largest 
number of violations.

A plant in Shymkent’s indus-
trial zone has begun manufactur-
ing supplies for plastic doors and 
windows, according to kazakh-
tv.kz. The plant’s output is in 
high demand as customers from 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan are 
ready to purchase high volumes 
of products made in Shymkent. 
The plant uses a special mixture 
prepared from locally produced 
powdered metals and cast parts 
that were previously imported 
from Turkey. Plant officials ex-
pect to manufacture approxi-
mately 6 million items annually. 
Modern equipment and advanced 
technologies ensure low pro-
duction costs. The management 
of the facility plans to launch a 
second plant, which will double 
the current production volume 
and meet the rising demand of 
the market. The plant’s finished 
products are planned to be sold 
not only in Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan and Tajikistan, but also 
Uzbekistan.

Construction of a large cement 
plant has begun in the Kerbulak 
district of the Almaty region, 
kazakh-tv.kz reports. According 
to investors, the enterprise has a 
favourable location, as the main 
highway and the major railway 
line pass through the district. 
“Most importantly, we are go-
ing to have locally produced ce-
ment and approximately 2 bil-
lion tenge (US$5.8 million) will 
be provided to the budget. The 
plant will occupy 40 hectares of 
land. Investment worth 50 billion 
tenge (US$145.2 million) was 
attracted to implement the Ka-
zakh-Singapore project,” Deputy 
Akim (Mayor) of Kerbulak Dis-
trict Bolysbai Mombayev said.

Kazakhstan attracts 11 times 
more foreign investment than 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, ac-
cording to Director of China’s 
International Economics and 
Finance Institute (IEFI) Zhou 
Qiangwu. “International invest-
ment in Kazakhstan reached $10 
billion in 2013, while in 2015 it 
was $6.4 billion. In 2016, there 
was an upturn up to $16 billion. 
Industrial investment grows as 
the countries adjust their poli-
cies. Prospects for attracting in-
vestment in the Central Asian 
region will improve over the 
course of time,” said Zhou, as 
reported by kazinform. The flow 
of investment is also related to 
the important investment envi-
ronment reforms Central Asian 
countries have been implement-
ing, including changing adminis-
trative procedures and improving 
public services, tax incentives 
and state support.
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Kazakh banks to enter Uzbek market
By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakh National 
Bank and Uzbek Central Bank 
signed July 10 an agreement to 
exchange information in the bank-
ing sector that will allow Kazakh 
banks to open subsidiaries and of-
fices in Uzbekistan, said Kazakh 
National Bank Chair Daniyar Aki-
shev at a press conference follow-
ing the signing of the agreement.

Kazakh banks, however, need to 
meet several requirements, which 
include an authorised capital stock 
of no less than 100 million euro 
(US$116.87 million) for a parent 
bank and 100 billion Uzbek som 
(US$12.77 million) for a sub-

sidiary bank, as well a long-term 
foreign-currency issuer default rat-
ing (IDR) of B and higher given 
by main credit ratings agencies, 
such as Moody’s, Fitch or Stand-
ard & Poor’s.

The two countries will be ex-
changing information on sig-
nificant changes that affect their 
banking sectors as well as legal 
regulation and control as envi-
sioned by national laws.

“Specialists have been work-
ing on the document for several 
months. It creates conditions for 
coordination of oversight func-
tions,” said Timur Ishmetov, Uz-
bek central bank first deputy chair.

Akishev believes the ongoing 
reforms in Uzbekistan will en-

courage local banks to set up work 
there.

“The big capacity of this market, 
large population, financial accessi-
bility, in fact, demonstrate a huge 
potential of this market and prob-
ably at some point many Kazakh 
banks will become interested in 
this business,” said Akishev.

Halyk Bank, one of the largest 
banks in Kazakhstan, which is cur-
rently going through an integration 
process with leading Kazakh bank 
Qazkom, is interested in entering 
its neighbour’s banking sector, 
said Akishev.

He hopes other Kazakh banks 
will be encouraged to open offices 
in Uzbekistan.

Halyk Bank Chair Umut Shay-

akhmetova said in May that the 
group is planning to expand its ge-
ography to Uzbekistan. The bank’s 
activities span five countries – Ka-
zakhstan, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan and Georgia.

“We have an interest in entering 
the market of Uzbekistan, because 
the Halyk group occupies a signifi-
cant place, level and share not only 
within the Kazakh market, but also 
in the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States,” she said in May.

The bank is now collecting the 
documents that it will submit to 
the Kazakh National Bank and 
Uzbek Central Bank to obtain the 
license.

Bilateral ties between Kazakh-
stan and Uzbekistan have been 

dynamically growing over the 
past year after Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and Uzbek 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
who set forging close ties with 
its neighbours in Central Asia as 
a priority since his assuming the 
power in 2016, agreed to step up 
trade and economic cooperation.

The trade turnover reached $2 
billion last year witnessing a 31.2 
percent increase compared to 
2016. The governments agreed in 
March to bring trade turnover to 
$3 billion in 2018 and $5 billion 
by 2020.

Exports from Kazakhstan grew 
35 percent in 2017 to $1.3 billion, 
while imports increased 25.1 per-
cent to $735.2 million.

Kazakh Invest  
and UAE investors 

consolidate cooperation 
prospects

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The head of Kazakh 
Invest and general secretary of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Association of Foreign Investors 
signed a bilateral cooperation 
agreement as part of Kazakhstan 
Global Investment Roundtable 
2018 in early July.

Saparbek Tuyakbaev and Jamal 
Saif Al Jarwan discussed coop-
erating and implementing cur-
rent and new Arab investment 
projects in the priority sectors of 
Kazakhstan’s economy, includ-
ing agriculture, the food industry, 
engineering and tourism, reported 
the prime minister’s press service.

“Your country has been and re-
mains a strategic partner for the 
UAE in Central Asia and we are 
paying great attention to the de-
velopment of the economy of Ka-
zakhstan and the prospects that it 
opens for Arab business,” said Al 
Jarwan.

Tuyakbaev noted Kazakhstan 
adheres to the principles of open-
ness, protection and full support 
of international investors working 
in the country.

“The state privatisation pro-

gramme opens even more unique 
opportunities for your country’s 
business in Kazakhstan and we 
are ready to provide all-round as-
sistance and support to companies 
from friendly United Arab Emir-
ates on an ongoing basis,” he 
added.

Kazakhstan and the UAE es-
tablished diplomatic relations in 
1992. Trade and economic coop-
eration between the countries has 
subsequently increased signifi-
cantly.

The UAE ranks first among Ara-
bian Peninsula countries in terms 
of commodity turnover with Ka-
zakhstan. The volume increased 
3.5 times last year to more than 
$380 million. according to the 
press service of the Ministry for 
Investments and Development .

In general, bilateral invest-
ment cooperation is showing 
stable growth. The inflow of di-
rect investment from the UAE 
to Kazakhstan in the past decade 
has reached $2 billion, while the 
outflow is approximately $1 bil-
lion. In 2017, the number of joint 
ventures in Kazakhstan with the 
participation of the Emirati capi-
tal was estimated to be more than 
190.

Continued from Page A1

The estimated cost of starting 
a business, registering property 
rights and obtaining the right to 
build is lower than in neighbour-
ing countries and much lower than 
the cost in comparable regions of 
the world (Middle East, Africa and 
Latin America). 

Stability and growth attract la-
bour migrants, although so far 
mostly from countries at a similar 
stage of development, while mi-
grants are not the most expensive 
and skilled. A significant positive 
role, from our point of view, was 
also played by factors of increas-
ing the recognition of Kazakh-
stan’s image, thanks to several 
significant events of world scale 
– the Universiade 2017, EXPO 
2017 and the establishment of 
the Astana International Financial 
Centre, a unique project across 
the region,” said BCG Kazakhstan 
Partner and Managing Director 
Sergei Perapecka.

According to the survey, the 
United States, Germany and Great 
Britain are the most attractive 
countries for the global workforce.

The report noted 67 percent of 
global respondents and job seek-

ers who are experts in areas like 
user interface design, mobile app 
development and artificial intelli-
gence or machine learning indicat-
ed they would be willing to move 
to a new country for the right job.

“By contrast, companies and 
countries may have challenges re-
cruiting foreigners for less glam-
orous but still crucial blue-collar 
jobs. Countries need people to 
work in hotel housekeeping, take 
care of their elderly, repave the 
roads and work the graveyard shift 
in manufacturing plants,” it said.

The reasons people would be 
open to living abroad have shifted 
somewhat since 2014. Four years 
ago, the top reason was to broaden 
one’s personal experience. While 
that is still a factor, two more prac-
tical motivations – better career 
opportunities and a better standard 
of living – have risen in impor-
tance.

The authors of the study noted 
the reverse side of migration. Fif-
ty-seven percent of people would 
work abroad, a drop from 2014; 
in Kazakhstan, the figure is 61 
percent. The majority are young 
people under 30 (66 percent) and 
those who are highly educated (60 
percent).

Summer business opportunities provide 
entrepreneurs with extra income

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s sea-
sons affect certain businesses. The 
capital’s short summers are prob-
ably the most favourable time for 
fast income, with opportunities 
for both novice and experienced 
entrepreneurs.

Selling refreshing drinks, kvass 
(bread juice) and beer has long 
been a popular way to earn money 
in the warm weather, as the sea-
sonal business typically ensures 
high demand and profitability. 
The seeming simplicity may at-
tract many beginning entrepre-
neurs, but a number of difficulties 
may turn this opportunity into 
failure.

“This is not as easy as it might 
seem. Besides huge competition, 
an entrepreneur should obtain a 
number of permits and be ready 
for the attention of the controlling 
agencies. Of course, this business 
can be successful if one follows 
all instructions,” said former busi-
ness owner Bolat Ismailov.

As heat waves become more 

common, ice cream becomes a 
favourite dessert. Ice cream sales 
are one of the most lucrative sum-
mer businesses, with parlours 
along the city’s boulevards and 
in its parks offering a variety of 
flavours. Ali Oraz, a 27-year-old 
entrepreneur from the capital, 
opened his first ice cream shop 
in one of its parks last year. This 
summer, he manages three shops 
throughout the city.

“Ice cream is the tastiest way to 
chill out on a hot day. As usual, 
ice cream sellers begin opening 
their shops in May. There are 
a number of advantages to ice 
cream trading. They are in high 
demand during the season and 
have high profitability and small 
costs for organising a business. 
One also can sell some refreshing 
drinks along with ice cream,” he 
said in an interview for this story.

The ice cream trade can also 
present some challenges, such as 
dependence on weather condi-
tions and location, as well as stiff 
competition.

“Of course, high competition 
can be challenging for some ice 

cream shop owners. For me, com-
petition is a reason to be more 
creative, to offer better products 
and to sell them cheaper than your 
competitors,” he added.

City parks are favourite summer 
spots for families and children. 
Youngsters know how to have fun 
and line up for face painting, a 
popular business idea for creative 
types. When the air turns cold, 
their services are still in demand 
at children’s birthday parties and 
during the New Year holidays.

Almost all capital parks have 
areas where one can rent bikes, 
power wheels and electric cars or 
find inflatable bouncers and other 
entertainment for kids and adults.

Some local entrepreneurs open 
bait and tackle shops and sports 
equipment rentals for those who 
enjoy an active lifestyle. Such 
businesses are especially popu-
lar during the warm weather and 
ensure high profitability for their 
owners. Bait and tackle shops are 
located in all parts of the city and 
customers can buy items to use 
on its outskirts and at wilderness 
lakes.

Country improves 
position on Decoding 
Global Talent report

National company Kazakhtele-
com has been permitted to buy 
Kazakh market leader Kcell by 
antitrust regulators, reports reu-
ters.com. The company will pur-
chase a 75 percent stake worth 
$650 million and owned by Nor-
way’s Telia and Turkey’s Turk-
cell. As a result of the deal, 67 
percent of the Kazakh mobile 
phone market will be controlled 
by Kazakhtelecom and the mar-
ket will be reduced from three to 
two players. The antitrust com-
mittee’s conditions for the takeo-
ver include maintaining existing 
subscription plans, independent 
management and infrastructure 
development deals Kcell had 
signed with competitors.

The Kazakh government will 
implement a new simplified taxa-
tion regime for the self-employed, 
reports the Kazakh Prime Min-
ister’s press service. The infor-
mally employed whose incomes 
constitute less than 12 times the 
monthly wage fall under the spe-
cial tax regime, in which they will 
make a single aggregate payment. 
The monthly payment amount 
will be 1 MCI (US$6.98) for city 
residents and 0.3 MCI (US$2.10) 
for village residents. It will con-
sist of an individual income tax, a 
state pension contribution, a state 
social insurance fund contribu-
tion and a state health insurance 
fund contribution.

Internet payments account for 
almost half of all non-cash card 
payments in Kazakhstan, reports 
ranking.kz. The turning point for 
internet payments’ popularity 
took place in late 2017. Less than 
45 percent of non-cash transac-
tions pass through point of sale 
(POS) terminals, compared to 54 
percent in 2017. In May 2018, 
the volume of Internet payments 
amounted to 184.9 billion tenge 
(US$536.95 million), whilst POS 
terminals’ volume amounted to 
171.2 billion tenge (US$497.17 
million). Growth in the volume of 
non-cash payments was observed 
in all Kazakh regions, with Al-
maty seeing the greatest growth 
at 2.8 times.

Astana city civil servants will 
use taxicabs for transportation 
instead of administrative vehi-
cles by the end of year, reports 
inform.kz. Astana Akim (Mayor) 
Asset Issekeshev said that this 
measure is much more cost-
effective. In Russia, many large 
retailers, consulting companies, 
banks and fast food restaurants 
have made the switch. The Damu 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Fund became the first user of the 
Kazakh Yandex.Taxi for Business 
service. The company receives 
statistics on the trips taken from 
Yandex.Taxi, allowing for greater 
transparency in transportation 
costs. The money saved by the 
fund will be allocated towards 
the expansion of its subdivisions’ 
activities.

Kazakh flag carrier Air Astana 
celebrated 16 years of operation 
in the Russian market, reports the 
airline’s press service. Air Astana 
President and CEO Peter Foster 
received an award for his con-
tribution to the development of 
commercial air transport across 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States. The airline began its 
Russian services in 2002 and 
now operates daily flights from 
Moscow, Novosibirsk, St. Peters-
burg and Yekaterinburg. Since 
2012, 4.5 million passengers and 
24,000 tonnes of cargo have been 
transported to Russia by Air Asta-
na. For the first half of 2018, the 
passenger load factor on Russian 
services was almost 70 percent.

ArcelorMittal Temirtau has 
suspended its export of hot rolled 
steel coils to Iran due to sanc-
tions the U.S. has imposed on the 
country, kazinform reports. “Sup-
plies will be suspended due to 
the sanctions introduced. As soon 
as sanctions are lifted the sup-
plies will be resumed,” Alexey 
Agureyev, official representative 
of the company, said. Arcelor-
Mittal Temirtau manufactures hot 
rolled steel coils and exports to 
more than 75 states. It manufac-
tures at least 180 steel grades.
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“I think the Bolashak pro-
gramme has justified itself and 
made a considerable contribution 
to the country’s growth,” said 
Meldeshov. “The programme has 
prepared a cluster of surgeons and 
as a result, the death rate from 
heart defects dropped to third 
place in Kazakhstan.”

Doctors perform hundreds of 
complex operations daily, with 
approximately 32,000 such sur-
geries currently conducted. Heart 
surgeons trained in the last 25 
years will continue working for 
35-40 years, influencing their 
own students and followers.

“Foreign citizens are also com-
ing to Kazakhstan to undergo op-
erations. I think within the next 
10-15 years, our country’s medi-
cine and health care will evolve, 
and we will be able to promote our 
services throughout CIS (Com-
monwealth of Independent States) 
countries,” said Meldeshov.

He recognised some of the 
brightest and most successful pro-
gramme graduates who contribute 
to society and the country.

“In the field of medical scienc-
es, a notable example is children’s 
heart surgeon Dmitry Gorbunov; 
he has performed more than 3,000 
heart operations. In dentistry, 
there is Bauyrzhan Aituov, who 
implemented innovative technol-
ogy for the treatment of caries 
(cavities) in its early stages,” said 
Meldeshov.

In engineering, he highlighted 
Magzhan Kistaubayev, Erbol 
Omirkhan and Bagdat Uapov, 
who are developing robotics. 
In the arts, opera singer Maria 
Mudryak glorifies Kazakhstan 
around the world.

Bolashak continues to train spe-
cialists in the medical sciences.

“Students can apply under the 
independent applicant category 
into the residency training pro-
gramme. However, this direction 
is not popular among our citizens; 
this year, no one submitted docu-
ments for participating in this pro-
gramme,” he noted.

Since its inception, 53 percent of 
Bolashak graduates have complet-
ed their education in the humani-
ties, 37.8 percent in engineering, 
7.4 percent in medical sciences 
and 1.8 percent in the arts.

The programme is currently ad-
dressing the challenging aspects 
of entrants’ geographic distribu-
tion and people’s perception of 
graduates, said Meldeshov. The 
majority of applicants come from 
cities such as Almaty and the cap-
ital, possibly due to the language 
barrier faced by those from re-
gions and districts. The country’s 
trilingual system is relevant at this 
developmental stage.

“We have to understand that 
most of the innovations, whether 
in science, cinematography or 
technology, are available in Eng-
lish, then part of them is translat-
ed into Russian and only a quarter 
is translated into Kazakh. This 
takes time and slows the progress. 
In order to access up-to-date 
knowledge and be competitive, 
there is the need to know at least 
three-four languages fluently,” he 
added.

People assume Bolashak gradu-
ates will bring immediate changes 
to the country, yet it requires time 
and the joint efforts of many spe-
cialists.

“Acquired knowledge is always 
relevant. There is a need to adapt 
the knowledge gained. For in-
stance, otolaryngologists learned 

new mechanisms in treating si-
nusitis and tried to apply them in 
Kazakhstan. It is highly relevant 
in our country. There might be in-
sufficient equipment or medicines, 
so therefore we invested in the 
training of the specialists in vari-
ous sectors. Thus, engineers have 
to devise equipment with the med-
ical staff’s direct involvement. 
Joint efforts help to advance the 
country further,” said Meldeshov.

“Our graduates apply knowl-
edge successfully in many spheres. 
However, it is wrong to assume 
that Bolashak graduates will im-
mediately bring changes into the 
country. It is important to keep in 
mind that the introduction of new 
skills and technologies are gradual 
processes that require a certain 
[amount of] time,” he added.

After careful programme analy-
sis, Meldeshov plans to expand 
the opportunities available to Ka-
zakh students for an education 
abroad.

“We are not going to be limited 
to one scholarship programme 
based on the government’s budg-
et. The centre is currently work-
ing on attracting grants from 
foreign universities and creating 
conditions for free education for 
Kazakh students,” he said.

This year, CIP has received 
more than 20,000 scholarship op-
portunities from foreign universi-
ties, a figure the centre plans to 
increase to 40,000 by the spring.

Many scholarships fully cover 
expenses, including language 
courses, tuition fees, accommo-
dations and a monthly stipend, 
allowing recipients to receive an 
education in many European and 
Asian countries.

“The CIP engages in creating 
the education hub in Central Asia 
and attracts franchises of for-
eign universities to Kazakhstan. 
This is similar to Malaysia’s and 
Dubai’s experience. There are 
plans to attract investors and pro-
fessors from abroad to provide an 
opportunity to get a world-class 
education on the territory of our 
country. The quality of teaching 
has to be the main priority,” said 
Meldeshov.

Education abroad is the cur-
rent trend, and interest is con-
tinuing. In recent decades, the 
phrase “educational tourism” is 
one which has come into common 
use around the world. The centre 
strives to keep up with this devel-
opment and globalisation opens 
opportunities to study in various 
countries.

“People have to understand 
that education abroad gives the 
possibility not only to study and 
obtain a recognised diploma, but 
also provide a chance for cross-
cultural communication. Students 
can master one or two languages, 
develop social capital, made good 
contacts and network with peo-
ple from all over the world,” he 
added.

Zhanbolat Meldeshov

Bolashak Scholarship 
programme celebrates 
25th anniversary, sets 

sights higher

Denis Ten: a great loss and an inspiration
The terrible news of the passing of 

Denis Ten, one of Kazakhstan’s most 
celebrated Olympians, has shocked 
Kazakhstan and the global commu-

nity. It is difficult to accept that Denis has been 
taken from us at such a young age, especially 
under such tragic circumstances.

This is a loss not just for his parents and 
Kazakhstan, but for the entire sporting com-
munity.

The sorrow and sadness will never fully 
disappear. But let us pay tribute to our cham-
pion, who was an inspiration to many aspiring 
young athletes.

Denis Ten was the first figure skater from 
Kazakhstan to win an Olympic medal when he 
secured bronze at Sochi 2014. His diligence, 
determination and passion for the sport was 
clear for all to see.

He showed that hard work can eventually 
pay off. Very few people would have predicted 
that an ice skating athlete from Kazakhstan 
would ever stand on a podium with a medal 
around his neck.

Yet through his dedication and commitment 
to his sport, Denis became the first skater from 
Kazakhstan to win an International Skating 

Union competition at the 2008–09 ISU Junior 
Grand Prix event in Belarus, aged just 16.

Four years earlier, at the age of 12, Denis 
competed with adult skaters at the Kazakhstan 
Championships and won. He then achieved 
even greater success by winning the Olympic 
bronze medal in 2014, as well as a silver and a 
bronze medal during the world championship 
in 2013 and 2015. He became a national icon 
in Kazakhstan and was admired all over the 
world.

Despite his successes as an athlete, Denis 
did not forget about his studies. He received 
a diploma from the Academy of Sports and 
Tourism in Kazakhstan, later enrolling and 
graduating from the Oil and Gas Institute.

Tributes have been pouring in from all over 
the world following the tragic news of his 
death. The President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev led the tributes highlighting that 
Denis’s “outstanding achievements glorified 
our country and helped popularise sport among 
youth. Denis was not only a prominent athlete, 
whose talent was recognised and revered in 
many countries of the world, but also a man of 
marked individuality, a true patriot.” President 
Nazarbayev also instructed high officials to en-

sure that the perpetrators of this heinous crime 
would be brought to justice.

The President of the International Olym-
pic Committee, Thomas Bach, has described 
Denis “as a warm personality and a charming 
man”. American figure skater Adam Rippon 
tweeted that Denis “was so kind to everyone 
and a huge inspiration to me and so many 
other people”. The International Skating Union 
President commented that “Denis Ten was a 
very talented skater and a true ambassador for 
figure skating”.

Denis captured the hearts of many Kazakhs 
as well as sports fans around the world. Thou-
sands of people have paid tribute to our hero 
across the country by lighting a candle and 
laying flowers and attending the services in 
Astana and Almaty on July 21.

During his short life, Denis has made a 
significant contribution to the development of 
figure skating and Kazakh sport in general. He 
was, and always will be, a great role model for 
the youth of Kazakhstan.

Thank you, Denis, for everything you have 
done for the country and for being a great 
champion. You will be sorely missed.

Upcoming agreement on Caspian legal 
status is important for water body, region
Given the instability and divisions 

across our world today, it is hardly a 
surprise that very little international 
attention has been paid to the chal-

lenges of the Caspian Sea or the fifth summit 
next month between the countries which bor-
der it. After all, it might be the biggest inland 
water body on the planet, but very few people 
could point to it on a map without difficulty.

But this lack of attention to the meeting of 
the leaders of the five Caspian Sea nations in 
Aktau does not make it any less important. The 
discussions taking place will have a big impact 
on the future of this huge area of water and the 
wider region by agreeing for the first time on a 
legal basis to resolve differences and encour-
age cooperation.

Not long ago, the need for such a legal basis 
was not so vital. Before the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Iran was the only other coun-
try which bordered the Caspian so finding 
solutions to potential issues was relatively 
straightforward. But now there are five with 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan 
joining Russia and Iran as sovereign territories 
who rightly all have a say in how the Caspian 
is used and protected.

It is easy to see where there might be differ-
ences. For land-locked nations like Kazakh-
stan, the Caspian is a vital transport route. As 
a self-contained water body without access 
to the sea, any pollutants which flow into it 
from rivers, from industrial operations on it or 

around its coasts are trapped with potentially 
damaging impacts on the entire eco-system 
and health of local citizens.

The stakes are higher still because of the vast 
reserves of oil and gas under the sea bed. The 
Caspian Sea basin contains some of the biggest 
fields in the world although harnessing their 
potential has required tremendous engineer-
ing ingenuity. But with such wealth, there is 
always the greater risk of tensions as well, of 
course, as environmental damage.

The potential for damage is not restricted 
to the fear of oil spills or chemical pollution. 
It might seem fanciful to believe that the very 
survival of such a huge water body – around 
the size of Japan and containing around 40 per-
cent of all the lake water in the world – might 
be threatened, but the same would once have 
been said of the Aral Sea, which has shrunk to 
a fraction of its former size within two genera-
tions.

The Caspian Sea has regularly expanded and 
shrunk over many centuries, but there is some 
evidence that the higher temperatures caused 
by climate change have begun to reduce its 
depth over the last two decades. If this was to 
continue, vision and co-operation to counter 
this threat will be needed as it will to over-
come many of the other shared challenges, 
such as agreeing on access and usage, tackling 
pollution and harnessing resources fairly and 
sustainably.

Removing the barriers to these goals has 

not been easy, particularly without consensus 
on the legal status of the Caspian itself. Some 
countries argued that the international rules 
which governed seas and oceans did not auto-
matically apply to an inland lake. Each, too, 
had its own national interests to protect and 
pursue with divisions over boundaries, mineral 
resources, demilitarisation and security.

Step by step, progress has been made with 
Kazakhstan playing a major part in this slow 
process. It was in Almaty more than 20 years 
ago that the first cautious steps were taken to 
find common ground over the Caspian’s legal 
status. This has been followed by important 
measures in which our country had a detailed 
involvement on the protection of the marine 
environment, bolstering security and the crea-
tion of a plan for emergency cooperation in 
the case of accidents in the oil industry and on 
security.

Kazakhstan is now party to 17 international 
treaties covering the Caspian Sea, nearly 
half of which have been agreed between all 
five countries. But an agreement on the sea’s 
legal status, which should be signed at Aktau 
in a fortnight, will finally provide the basis 
for disputes to be settled quickly and enhance 
cooperation.  It may not receive global at-
tention today but, given the importance of 
the region and the role the Caspian Sea plays 
within it, historians in the future may come 
to a very different conclusion of its long-term 
significance.
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New trends in global media reflected in Kazakh media development
By Svetlana Abenova

Modern society’s intense tech-
nological development dictates 
new requirements in mass com-
munication. Nurgul Mauberlinova, 
Kazakh Vice Minister of Informa-
tion and Communications, spoke 
about the tasks currently facing the 
nation’s  media.

Today, experts unanimously af-
firm that journalism will never be 
the same – the high data transfer 
speed, mass ‘gadgetisation’ of so-
ciety and overall development of 
new technologies cause serious 
transformation of global media. 
What, in your opinion, are the 
pros and cons of such processes?

Of course, the trends you have 
named have seriously changed 
all spheres of life of modern so-
ciety and the media are no excep-
tion. When talking about the main 
advantages of this process, one 
should note the following positive 
trends.

First, it is the loss of monopoly 
on information by traditional me-
dia. Today, citizens have a huge 
choice of news sources. This 
means that the pluralism of opin-
ions develops, while the transpar-
ency and openness of many pro-
cesses increase.

Today, anyone who has a smart 
phone and access to the Internet 
can become a newsmaker, which 
is why we receive news almost 
instantly, directly from the scene. 
In addition, the so-called e-partic-
ipation index is increasing, when 
the population actively joins the 
discussion of the most significant 
socio-political issues through new 
media.

Today, the role of public opinion 
is stronger and more tangible than 
ever. When competing with social 
networks, traditional media are 
forced to constantly develop and 
introduce new formats. Currently, 
the vast majority of them open 
Internet versions, accounts on so-

cial media, YouTube and Telegram 
channels.

Secondly, the new media has 
become a barometer of public sen-
timent. They make it possible to 
study and analyse the key needs 
of citizens and their moods and 
get feedback better than any socio-
logical research. This tool is price-
less for a state, and governmental 
agencies are gradually starting to 
master it.

As for the media itself, journal-
ists also have the opportunity to 
analyse comments, build feedback 
channels, react promptly to the au-
dience’s requests and, accordingly, 
generate the necessary content.

Today, the media cease to be just 
information providers and are in-
creasingly engaged in its process-
ing… Such a trend is clearly traced 
in the desire to give an exhaustive 
response to the audience on a par-
ticular issue and not just state the 
facts.

The main disadvantage is pri-
marily the problem of new media 
usage in promoting terrorism, ex-
tremism, suicidal behaviour and 
online fraud, to name a few. It is 
becoming harder and harder to 
control such content. All over the 
world, states are constantly search-
ing for an automated solution to 
monitor and remove illegal infor-
mation.

In addition, the problem of 
spreading false and unreliable 
information has become acute. 

Today, one tweet can cause panic 
on a country-wide scale. A well-
planned information attack can 
easily collapse the shares of the 
largest companies.

Of course, we as a state are 
obliged to react to all this by put-
ting the issue in the legal channel. 
The whole civilised world follows 
this path.

Indicative of this are the tough 
measures taken by U.S. authori-
ties, including concerning Face-
book. Or take French President 
Emmanuel Macron, who promised 
to draft a law on countering fake 
news before yearend. Germany 
and Spain are taking serious meas-
ures to combat fakes on social me-
dia.

The most developed democra-
cies of the world follow the path 
of legislative regulation of the dis-
tribution of fake news. Kazakhstan 
was no exception in this matter. 
Last year, amendments were made 
to the current media legislation 
aimed at preventing the spread of 
false information.

At the same time, we clearly un-
derstand that in this matter there 
should be a balance between free-
dom of speech and the right of 
citizens to receive reliable infor-
mation.

Do you really think that legisla-
tive regulation can solve the prob-
lem?

It is obviously not enough to 
fight fake news only through leg-
islative means, especially when 
we are talking about the so-called 
fragile boundary that I just men-
tioned. We see several solutions 
for ourselves.

First, it is about improving the 
culture of information consump-
tion and media literacy. If we have 
it, we will no longer need dozens 
of sites with refutations, plug-ins 
for browsers or “fake” marks on 
posts on social media. We must 
understand that this is one of the 
key skills in the modern world.

If the ability to find information 

was important in the past, today, 
the ability to filter out and critical-
ly comprehend information is be-
coming more and more valuable.

Equally important is the issue of 
complying with journalistic ethics. 
Today, Internet journalism has put 
all of us before ethical challenges. 
This includes plagiarism, anonym-
ity, false information sources and 
insults in comments that we see 
everywhere.

In his state-of-the-nation ad-
dress “New opportunities for de-
velopment in the conditions of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution,” 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
emphasised the importance of de-
veloping human resources. What 
new projects are planned or are 
already being implemented in this 
direction?

Yes, the head of state rightly 
noted that human capital is the ba-
sis of modernisation. At the same 
time, the professional growth of 
journalists is one of the key factors 
for increasing the competitiveness 
of domestic media and the founda-
tion for modernising the informa-
tion space.

You can talk a lot about compe-
tencies, their development and so 
on, but the most important thing 
is that a modern journalist has to 
quickly adapt to constant changes. 
As for the projects, there are a lot 
of them. Seminars for professional 
development are held annually for 
regional journalists and employ-
ees of press services of central 
state and local executive bodies. 
A media school has been operat-
ing since 2013 at the KazMedia 
Centre, where lectures and master 
classes are regularly held to train 
journalists of the national mass 
media.

I would like to emphasise spe-
cial projects aimed at stimulat-
ing the development of domestic 
journalism, such as the Tumar and 
Urker prizes, Astana Media Week 
and the regional media forum.

Astana Media Week will be held 

for the second time this year. It is 
an industry forum for fostering 
close partnership relations between 
journalists, media holdings, mass 
media and sectoral ministries not 
only in Kazakhstan, but throughout 
the Central Asian region. It is a plat-
form for the exchange of opinions 
and experience, for discussing prob-
lems and establishing contacts with 
potential partners and suppliers.

In addition, partnerships have 
been established with journalism 
departments of Kazakh universi-
ties for the preparation of future 
journalists. The Professional Me-
dia Development project has been 
launched this year. It is aimed at 
providing a learning environment 
for journalism students in the of-
fices of leading Kazakh media.

As part of the partnership be-
tween representatives of the media 
market and the academic environ-
ment, an interdepartmental meet-
ing on the development of media 
education was held on the eve of 
the Day of Communication and In-
formation Workers in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Kazakhstan. During 
the meeting, representatives of the 
journalistic industry, NGOs and 
university employees discussed 
the current situation in the coun-
try’s media market.

I think that this event will help 
consolidate the efforts of all stake-
holders in improving the skills of 
media industry specialists.

Finally, the ministry has started 
the work on creating modern pro-
fessional standards for media pro-
fessionals. Undoubtedly, this will 
make it possible to formulate the 
overall strategy for labour market 
and training system development 
for the media industry, as well as 
to use it in the preparation of edu-
cational programmes for training 
future journalists.

In the age of information tech-
nologies, traditional newspapers 
surrender their positions to the 
Internet as a communication 

channel. More and more experts 
and media analysts predict the 
disappearance of print media. 
What do you think about it?

You know, not so long ago, ex-
perts unanimously predicted the 
death of television and convinced 
everyone that it simply cannot 
compete with video content on the 
Internet. However, time has passed 
and TV is still a key source of in-
formation for the population. Polls 
clearly confirm this. In addition, 
the television industry has been 
able to master the possibilities of 
the Internet and today we have to 
state that smart TV is experiencing 
a real boom.

Everything depends on ap-
proaches and attitude to new 
trends; of course, if you perceive 
new technologies with hostility 
like the Luddites of the 19th cen-
tury, nothing good will come of it. 
It is something different when you 
perceive the Internet as a tool and 
an opportunity to increase your au-
dience and diversify the way you 
communicate your agenda to it…

The New York Times, an Ameri-
can daily newspaper, is a good ex-
ample of how the print media use 
new technologies to expand their 
audience and capabilities. The na-
tional edition has a digital version 
and a mobile application and uses 
video games to prepare editorial 
materials.

The newspaper has not only been 
able to adapt to the new reality of 
the digital world, but also fully uti-
lises all the opportunities offered 
by new technologies. The best 
practices of such publications al-
low us to state with confidence that 
the age of information technolo-
gies not only presents certain chal-
lenges for traditional media, but 
also has great opportunities for the 
development of the media industry.

Speaking about Kazakh journal-
ism’s transformation, one should 
clearly understand that this pro-
cess requires consolidation of ef-
forts from both the state and the 
journalistic community

Nurgul Mauberlinova

Kazakhstan works to strengthen rule of law, Prosecutor General says
By Serik Arlanov

Kazakhstan’s strategic goal of 
joining the top 30 most developed 
countries requires, along with oth-
er things, tackling a set of tasks to 
improve criminal policy and mod-
ernise the public security system, 
create an optimal model of justice 
and strengthen protecting human 
rights and freedoms. This work is 
carried out with the active partici-
pation of the Prosecutor General’s 
Office. Kazakhstan’s Prosecutor 
General Kairat Kozhamzharov 
spoke about the measures taken to 
strengthen the rule of law and the 
prospects to further develop hu-
man rights protection mechanisms.

In his recent state-of-the-nation 
address, the head of state tasked 
the law enforcement agencies to 
further strengthen the guarantees 
of citizens’ rights, ensure the rule 
of law and humanise criminal 
law. What has specifically been 
done in these areas?

The modernisation of Kazakh-
stan’s criminal legislation is in 
its active phase now. The work is 
being carried out gradually and 
systematically. New approaches 
allowed reducing the repressive-
ness of the criminal process and 
strengthened the guarantees of 
the rights of citizens involved in a 
criminal process.

In order to provide a bigger pic-
ture to the reader, I would like to 
add a bit of history. Kazakhstan in-
herited the extremely harsh Soviet 
justice system. In the early 1990s, 
our country ranked third in terms 
of prison population after the Unit-
ed States and Russia. Naturally, 
this problem had to be tackled. The 
situation was a prerequisite for ex-
cessive criminalisation and even 
marginalisation of a large part of 
our country’s population.

Thanks to the political will of the 
President, very important legal, eco-
nomic and structural reforms took 
place in the country, which made 
it possible to get rid of the status 
of a “camp country.” The criminal, 

criminal procedural and criminal 
enforcement codes were fully up-
dated in 2015 based on the experi-
ences of Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) countries. The introduction 
of investigating judges strengthened 
judicial control. The actions of in-
vestigators affecting human rights 
and freedoms are now sanctioned 
by investigative judges, not by pros-
ecutors, as was the case before.

Relief of liability due to concili-
ation became the criminal inves-
tigative body’s duty, not its right. 
The spheres where alternative pun-
ishment can be applied have been 
expanded. The practice of early 
release has changed – now the 
court releases convicts if they have 
served a certain period, redressed 
the damage and did not violate the 
order in prison.

The law passed on Dec. 21, 2017 
on the initiative of the head of 
state introduced amendments that 
are significant for modernising the 
procedural foundations of law en-
forcement activities. It increased 
the adversarial nature of criminal 
processes, expanded the powers 
of lawyers, reduced the number of 
grounds for arrest and the terms of 
detention of suspects from 72 to 
48 hours, and to 24 hours for mi-
nors, as well as limited arrests for 
economic crimes. It is important, 
as it reduces the opportunities for 
putting pressure upon a person in a 
criminal case.

All the procedural sanctions that 
used to be issued by the prosecu-
tion have been fully transferred to 

the investigative judge, which 
complies with the Legal Policy 
Concept until 2020 and the 100 
Concrete Steps Plan of the Nation. 
We have also introduced electronic 
crime investigation. It minimises 
evidence falsification and viola-
tions of the rule of law. Four thou-
sand e-cases have been opened to 
date. In about 2,500 of them, inves-
tigation has been completed, 1,800 
cases were sent to the court and the 
courts have handled 1,300 cases.

All these measures have 
strengthened the guarantees of the 
rights of citizens in criminal pro-
ceedings. For instance, the risks 
of torture and ill-treatment of de-
tainees have been significantly 
reduced. Eighty-three percent of 
detainees are detained for a period 
not exceeding 48 hours. The num-
ber of prisoners in criminal cases 
under investigation was reduced 
by 1,500 people.

And we are continuing this work. 
The President recently signed a 
new law aimed at reducing the re-
pressiveness of the criminal code 
and the criminal procedural code. 
Its concept is that only those who 
represent real danger to society are 
subject to isolation. Punishments 
not related to isolation will be ap-
plied to those who committed non-
violent crimes.

The expansion of the scope of 
alternative punishments is the 
main feature of the law. Public 
works have been introduced as an 
alternative for 258 crimes. Restric-
tion of freedom is stipulated for 11 
serious crimes against property, 
economy and malfeasance. The 
limits of significant, large and es-
pecially large damage increased 
twofold. Fines are being reduced 
and terms for their payment are be-
ing increased from six months to 
three years. The terms and grounds 
of arrests have been shortened, just 
like the upper threshold of depri-
vation of freedom for 36 crimes.

The reforms taking place in our 
country are positively evaluated by 
experts of European institutions. 
Members of the European Parlia-
ment did that during their visit to 

Kazakhstan last May. Thanks to 
these systemic changes, the number 
of prisoners in the country decreased 
by 66,000 in 27 years. We have 
closed eight colonies, the mainte-
nance of which required 12 billion 
tenge (US$35 million) annually.

Today, there are 33,800 people 
in detention facilities. In the World 
Prison Brief, Kazakhstan ranks 
82nd, which is better than Israel, 
Singapore and such EU (European 
Union) countries as the Czech Re-
public, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland and Slovakia.

These results are indeed im-
pressive, however, there is a lot 
of controversy around humanisa-
tion. Will it not worsen the crimi-
nal situation in the country?

I was expecting this question. 
No, humanisation has not wors-
ened and will not worsen the crim-
inal situation. Judge for yourself: 
crime, including recidivism, de-
creases 7-10 percent annually.

The thing is that humanisation 
did not affect dangerous criminals. 
We have not reduced punishment 
for pedophiles, murderers, extrem-
ists, terrorists or bandits. Their 
responsibility remains as strict as 
before. They are not subject to am-
nesty. They cannot be exempted 
from liability due to conciliation, 
repentance or the expiry of the 
limitation period. Extremists and 
terrorists, if their crimes entailed 
people’s death, as well as pedo-
philes, are not subject to early re-
lease. The latter are also subject to 
chemical castration.

As you can see, the most dan-
gerous criminals did not fall under 
humanisation. On the other hand, 
humanisation has its own multipli-
cative effect. It makes the society 
healthier. After all, a large number 
of repeated offences happen due to 
the impact of the criminal subcul-
ture on people in prisons. They are 
released from there as dependents 
and cannot adapt to society.

Now, we try to return the strayed 
ones back to society – to resocial-
ise them. Since the beginning of 
2017, four types of probation have 

been introduced for this – pre-
trial, sentence, penitentiary and 
post-penitentiary. That is, the state 
provides social assistance to this 
category of the population from 
the first days of crime investiga-
tion. They are provided with edu-
cation, employment, assistance in 
finding housing and sorting out 
their personal documents, as well 
as psychological and medical as-
sistance. However, if they do not 
draw conclusions and violate the 
restrictions imposed on them, the 
court can replace their punishment 
with a more severe one. Inciden-
tally, the recent law strengthens 
the responsibility of those who are 
released early. Now, they addition-
ally risk their freedom if they con-
sume alcohol or drugs.

One cannot but note the foreign 
policy advantage of humanisation. 
Seeing the humane conditions of 
detention of prisoners in our coun-
try, developed countries willingly 
conclude agreements on mutual 
exchange of prisoners. This way, 
we can bring back our citizens im-
prisoned in foreign states or call 
to account the criminals hiding 
abroad.

Since we are talking about de-
tention conditions, could you 
please tell us about the situation in 
penitentiary institutions.

– This is a very frustrating issue. 
The basic funds of penitentiary in-
stitutions are 90 percent obsolete. 
There are colonies that were built 
in the 18th century. Yes, criminals 
deserve strict punishment. That is 
why they are deprived of the most 
precious thing – their freedom. But 
the conditions of their detention 
should not be an additional punish-
ment. Those conditions should not 
humiliate a person’s dignity. This 
follows from the requirements of 
the UN Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De-
grading Treatment or Punishment 
that was ratified by Kazakhstan.

This year, we have made a lot of 
effort to tackle these issues. Last 
April, we reviewed them at an ex-
panded meeting of the collegium 
of the Prosecutor General’s Office 

with the participation of the Security 
Council and interested state bodies. 
Our proposals on modernising the 
penitentiary system and bringing it 
in line with international standards 
have found support from the Presi-
dent and the Security Council. The 
government is already finalising the 
development roadmap.

First, we are planning to turn the 
colonies into cell-type prisons. Ac-
cording to international standards, 
every convict must be held in a 
separate cell. The plan is to gradu-
ally reconstruct residential blocks 
of operating colonies to meet in-
ternational standards. In addition, 
there will be conditions in place 
to ensure convicts can serve their 
punishments at the places of their 
residence. We are also planning to 
digitise the execution of punish-
ment, which will ensure the trans-
parency of the process itself.

You touched upon the topic of 
ill-treatment. We journalists often 
hear stories of torture and abuse 
by those who should be enforc-
ing the law. What measures have 
been taken in this sphere?

Yes, unfortunately, such things 
happen. That is why, together with 
law enforcement agencies, we are 
conducting active work in this di-
rection.

First, we are increasing the 
responsibility for torture and 
strengthening the guarantees of 
protecting the victims of torture, 
who often depend on the abusers. 
The new law that I mentioned pre-
viously amended the criminal code 
to make sure there is no pressure 
on them during investigation. To-
day, in torture crimes, release from 
criminal liability due to concilia-
tion with the victim or active re-
pentance is prohibited.

The law “On Victims’ Harm 
Compensation Fund” was adopted 
last January. Now, the state pays 
monetary compensation to the vic-
tims of torture. The law came into 
force on July 1. 

The full version of this inter-
view is available online.

Kairat Kozhamzharov
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The upcoming 
visits to the Kazakh 
capital by the Iranian 
Minister for Culture 
and Minister for 
Education will take 
bilateral ties to a  
new level.

International press  
leaders, local journalists 
exchange views at Asia 

Media Dialogue
By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – The capital of Ka-
zakhstan hosted the Asia Media 
Dialogue July 10 to 12, drawing the 
heads of leading media corporations 
into discussion with local and inter-
national journalists. The seminar, 
dedicated to the city’s 20th anni-
versary, included large-scale events 
such as the Radio Asia International 
Conference, the Media 2020 Con-
ference and the Radio Asia Song 
Festival.

Kazakhstan’s Ministry of Infor-
mation and Communication, the 
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union 
(ABU), KazMedia Centre and the 
Astana Convention Bureau organ-
ised the event, which was attended 
by approximately 150 delegates 
from 40 European and Asian states 
in addition to representatives of lo-
cal and international media.

“Kazakhstan brought together 
prominent media representatives 
from the whole world, thereby man-
ifesting itself as an important com-
munication hub between Europe 
and Asia,” said Minister of Informa-
tion and Communication Dauren 
Abayev.

Radio Asia, the largest industry 
conference, was held for the first 
time in Kazakhstan during Asia Me-
dia Dialogue. Its theme, “Radio – 
Unity and Diversity,” addressed the 
challenges facing radio broadcasters 
in the second digital age.

The fourth Media 2020 Confer-
ence Dialogue of Asia and Europe 
addressed the common issues the 
media industry in Asia and Europe 
must confront by 2020 and beyond. 
Experts highlighted the importance 
of media cooperation in Europe and 
Asia in meeting the challenges of 
modern times.

Leading experts from private and 
national TV and radio companies in 
Australia, Belgium, China, Germa-
ny and Japan moderated conference 
sessions. Claudio Cappon, secretary 
general of the COPEAM (Perma-
nent Conference of the Mediterra-
nean Audiovisual Operators) annual 
conference, spoke at the opening of 

the first session about company’s ex-
perience in the Mediterranean basin.

ABU presented its fifth Radio 
Song Festival, a biennial competi-
tion based on the Eurovision Song 
Contest. Kazakhstan, India, Turk-
menistan, the Maldives, Nepal, Chi-
na, Indonesia, Afghanistan, Turkey 
and Vietnam were among the par-
ticipants. Kazakhstan was the first 
country in Central Asia to host the 
event, held at the KazMedia Cen-
tre’s concert area. Admission was 
free.

“Kazakhstan’s television and ra-
dio industry are developing today 
and more than 200 television and 
radio channels are registered in the 
country. The analogue, digital, ca-
ble and satellite broadcasting net-
works are functioning successfully. 
The ministry is working towards a 
phased transition to digital broad-
casting. Domestic channels are al-
ready taking the first steps to sell 
their content abroad,” said Abayev.

“I see not only in Kazakhstan but 
also in many countries in Asia that 
the media industry is developing 
fast. The media industry is taking the 
advantage of new technology and 
what it offers to enhance the quality 
of production, to reduce the cost of 
production and to give a better qual-
ity,” said ABU Secretary General 
Javad Mottaghi.

Cooperation with ABU helps Ka-
zakhstan strengthen its broadcasting 
community and promote its interests 
regionally and internationally. It 
will also help the country improve 
the quality of its radio products 
and adopt world experience in pro-
gramme production and news ex-
change, said Abayev.

ABU, a non-profit, nongovern-
ment, professional association, assists 
in developing broadcasting in Asia. It 
promotes the collective interests of 
television and radio broadcasters and 
encourages regional and international 
co-operation between broadcasters, 
according to abu.org.my.

ABU has 272 members from large 
and small broadcasters in 69 coun-
tries across the region and beyond, 
with a secretariat in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.

Kazakh literary collections to be translated 
into Spanish, English and French

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – In mid-July, Kazakh-
stan has concluded agreements with 
various institutions in Spain, Britain 
and France to translate, publish and 
disseminate two major anthologies 
of modern Kazakh literature.

An agreement was signed with 
Madrid’s Visor Libros, while simi-
lar negotiations were previously 
completed in Cambridge and Paris 
to produce works in English and 
French.

Secretary of the national commis-
sion on Ruhani Zhangyru (Mod-
ernisation of Kazakhstan’s National 
Identity) Aida Balayeva and Vi-
sor Libros President Jesús García 
Sánchez signed the memorandum at 
the Kazakh Embassy in the Spanish 
capital.

Translating the sample collection 
into the United Nations working lan-
guages is part of the Modern Kazakh 
culture in the Global World project, an 
integral part of the Ruhani Zhangyru 
programme initiated by President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev in April 2017.

The project will translate and pre-
pare anthologies of modern Kazakh 

poetry and prose for publication. 
Each collection is approximately 
500 pages and includes the works 
of 30 Kazakh authors. The structure 
and content were approved at a spe-
cial meeting of the Kazakh Writers’ 
Union.

The initiative’s strategic partner is 
the Spanish Ministry of Culture, with 
Cervantes Institute serving as pro-
ject advisor. Kazakh Ambassador to 
Spain Konstantin Zhigalov and Na-
tional Translation Agency Director 
Rauan Kenzhekhanuly also attended 
the signing ceremony.

Visor Libros specialises in work-
ing with foreign literature and its edi-
torial board has extensive experience 
in translating, printing and promot-
ing poets and writers representing 
the culture of more than 10 coun-
tries. The firm is also widely known 
in Latin America and among North 
America’s Hispanic population.

As part of the cooperation agree-
ment, the publishing house will par-
ticipate in distributing the antholo-
gies in Spain and abroad. Spanish is 
the native language of 600 million 
people globally.

“The most important thing for us 
is to ensure the high quality of trans-

lation in order to reach the hearts of 
Spanish readers. The joint work of 
our creative teams has to serve as a 
bridge for a greater convergence of 
Kazakh and Spanish cultures, as well 
as strengthen relations between the 
two countries,” said Balayeva.

Sánchez noted it is a great honour 
for him to be part of the venture, not 
because it is a political or commer-
cial project, but because it is an im-
portant cultural initiative.

The agreement with Cambridge 
University Press will translate, print 
and distribute the anthologies into 
English.

“The support of the British Coun-
cil and cooperation with Cambridge 
University Press, a famous organi-
sation with 500 years of experience 
and unquestioned credibility, offers a 
good starting point for our project. It 
offers the best hope of high-quality 
translation and broader dissemina-
tion of publications not only in the 
U.K. but in the English-speaking 
world in general,” said Balayeva.

“The requirements for potential 
partners is high and emphasis is 
placed on experience, authority and 
capabilities of publishers,” she added 
at the signing ceremony.

The Cambridge University Press 
expressed its gratitude to be part of 
project.

“We are glad to cooperate with 
Kazakhstan in such an important 
cultural project and will make all 
possible efforts to acquaint English 
readers with Kazakh poetry and 
prose,” said Cambridge University 
Press Director of Education Reforms 
Jane Mann.

The national commission conclud-
ed a similar agreement with France’s 
Michel de Maule publishing house. 
Founder, editor-in-chief, linguist 
and poet Thierry de La Croix noted 
he sees great potential in the project 
that will reveal new culture to French 
readers.

Prestige Communication, another 
company, will facilitate in dissemi-
nating and promoting the antholo-
gies in France and other countries 
where French either has official sta-
tus or is widely used in addition to 
the native language.

The goal of Modern Kazakh Cul-
ture in the Global World project is to 
present the country’s achievements 
in literature, music, visual arts, cho-
reography, cinema and theatre in the 
years since independence.

Iranian cultural centre head commends 
ties between Kazakhstan and Iran

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan and 
Iran have enjoyed 25 years of 
dynamically developing bilateral 
relations. Iranian Cultural Centre 
Head Masoud Sheikh Zeineddin 
recently commended the current 
cultural ties between the countries 
and believes their development has 
potential.

The centre was one of the first 
in Kazakhstan after the country 
gained independence.

“The Iranian Embassy opened 
in January 1992 in Almaty and, 
next year in April, the two coun-
tries signed an agreement with the 
subsequent opening of the cultural 
centre in 1995 in Almaty,” he said 
in an interview for this story.

Bilateral ties developed smooth-
ly, as the two countries share a 
“deep and centuries-old history.”

“If we look at the work of the cen-
tre for the last 23 years, we can say 
that we have done huge work in ed-
ucation, library and art,” he added.

The centre has been supporting 
and undertaking efforts to promote 
Iranian culture in Kazakhstan, of-
fering free Persian language cours-
es and culinary classes for students 
learning Persian and hosting cel-
ebrations of Iranian holidays.

Developing cooperation with 
Kazakh universities is among the 
centre’s priorities. It is currently 
working with Al Farabi Kazakh 
National University, Abylai Khan 

University of International Rela-
tions and World Languages, and 
Abai Pedagogical University, all 
in Almaty.

Centres for Iranian studies, 
which offer Persian language 
courses, operate at Al Farabi Uni-
versity, Abylai Khan University 
and Gumilyov Eurasian National 
University in the capital.

“We helped the social sciences 
institute at the Eurasian University 
to equip a religious studies cabi-
net that will help religious studies 
scholars in their research,” said 
Zeineddin.

Kazakh students with bachelor’s 
degrees learning Persian language 
and literature are eligible for 
scholarships from the Iranian gov-
ernment to continue their master’s 
and doctoral studies in Iran.

“Many Kazakh students who 
studied Persian language and lit-
erature, international relations and 
governance have graduated from 

prestigious Iranian universities, 
such as Tehran University, Shahid 
Beheshti University and Allameh 
Tabataba’i University,” he added.

Professors also have an oppor-
tunity to study and train at Iranian 
universities. More than 20 experts 
from the Kazakh National Library 
in Almaty, Kazakh National Aca-
demic Library and its Centre for 
Manuscripts and Rare Books at-
tended courses on restoring an-
cient manuscripts.

“This year, we plan to send a 
specialist from Iran to Kazakhstan, 
so that Kazakhstan will save mon-
ey and local specialists in manu-
scripts will be trained here,” said 
Zeineddin.

“The Iranian Ministry of Science 
selected the Shahid Beheshti Uni-
versity as a university connecting 
universities in Iran and Kazakh-
stan. We will make every effort to 
serve as a link between universi-
ties, including an exchange be-
tween professors and students as 
well as a provision of scholarships 
to students in both countries,” he 
added.

Last month, a Kazakh cul-
tural centre opened in Allameh 
Tabataba’i University in Tehran 
and Zeineddin said the Ferdowsi 
Centre will soon open its doors at 
Eurasian National University.

The centre organises different 
exhibitions as part of its efforts 
to familiarise the local popula-
tion with Iranian culture. In July, 
it presented a display at Kazakh 

National Library of the works of 
well-known Persian miniature art 
master Mahmoud Farshchian, who 
combines classical Persian art with 
Western art elements. The exhibit 
was dedicated to the capital’s 20th 
anniversary.

Iranian representatives also par-
ticipates in the Congress of Lead-
ers of World and Traditional Re-
ligions, a major annual event in 
Kazakhstan facilitating dialogue 
between representatives of differ-
ent religions and heads of state, 
international organisations and 
NGOs. This year’s congress is 
slated for Oct. 10-11.

“Iran is actively participating in 
the dialogue between religions and 
confessions organised in Kazakh-
stan and is a permanent member 
of the Congress Secretariat. Every 
year, Iranians attend the meeting. 
We will continue taking an ac-
tive part in such important events 
and participating in a religious 

dialogue both at the global and re-
gional level,” said Zeineddin.

Cultural cooperation is also dy-
namic in music, as Iranian bands 
often take part in Kazakh music 
festivals, including the Spirit of 
Desht-I-Kipchak international 
ethno cultural festival and Serper 
Folk Instrument Orchestra festival 
in the capital.

Babalar Sazy, a Kazakh folk 
music band playing ancient Ka-
zakh instruments, presented five 
programmes in the Iranian capital 
in March. The band, he noted, re-
ceived high acclaim.

In 2016, the centre organised a 
visit of well-known Kazakh singer 
Marat Omarov to participate in the 
festival celebrating the birth anni-
versary of Prophet Muhammad.

Zeineddin noted he was not fa-
miliar with Central Asia before 
coming to Kazakhstan three years 
ago for his third diplomatic mis-
sion. His first mission was to Za-
greb and second to Moscow.

He once asked a professor at the 
university in Tehran about the role 
of Kazakhstan in Central Asia.

“This professor told me one 
thing. We have five Central Asian 
countries that can be compared to 
a hand and Kazakhstan plays the 
role of the thumb. Four fingers 
would not be able to do anything 
without the thumb. This was an 
expert and researcher focusing on 
Central Asia and in fact, this is 
true,” he noted.

Recalling his stay in Kazakh-
stan, Zeineddin believes local 
people are “hospitable, kind and 
friendly.”

“Once, we were on our way to 
Borovoye and a tire on my car 
got punctured. We were trying to 
repair it on our own as we had a 
tool that repaired tires, but it was 

also broken. Then, a car stopped 
with a Kazakh family inside. They 
stopped and were helping us to 
change the tire for more than one 
hour. I was so pleased and it is 
still a warm memory for me,” he 
added.

He said the two countries are 
close neighbours that “lived side 
by side for more than 1,000 years.”

“This undoubtedly generates a 
common link that brings us closer 
to each other. Many names are fa-
miliar to people in both countries. 
They can understand more than 
3,000 common words,” he added.

Islam and common culture also 
serve as a factor binding the peo-
ple of Kazakhstan and Iran.

Zeineddin recalled Khoja 
Ahmed Yassawi, a Turkic Sufi 
poet of the 12th century and one of 
the most influential spiritual lead-
ers in the region. His mausoleum, 
a popular sacred site, is located in 
Turkestan in southern Kazakhstan.

“He received his education in 
Bukhara from Yusuf Hamdani 
[one of the first Sufi scholars in 
Central Asia], who was Persian. 
Emir Timur [the first ruler of the 
Timurid dynasty and founder of 
the Timurid Empire in Persia and 
Central Asia] instructed building 
the mausoleum. It was done by 
Persian architects from Shiraz, Is-
fahan and Tebriz. All of them were 
Iranians,” he said.

“These important moments are 
part of the history of Kazakhstan 
and many historical sources about 
Kazakh history are written in Per-
sian and are kept in old books,” he 
added.

He believes the upcoming visits 
to the Kazakh capital by the Irani-
an Minister for Culture and Minis-
ter for Education will take bilateral 
ties to a new level.

Masoud Sheikh Zeineddin

Continued from Page A1

“Karipbek’s story vividly illu-
minates the tragic consequences 
of nuclear weapons, but also the 
hope that humanity can rise be-
yond this tragedy, break down the 
divisions between us and build a 
more peaceful world that rejects 
nuclear deterrence and abolishes 
nuclear weapons,” Ware added.

Kuyukov, who was born with-
out arms and is one of the 1.5 mil-
lion victims of more than 450 nu-
clear tests at Semipalatinsk, views 
a world without nuclear weapons 
as a global goal of special impor-
tance.

“I think that this work is my duty 
to other victims… Many children 
were born ill. There was a high rate 
of child mortality. My mother also 
had two children, neither of whom 

could survive to be at least one 
year old. Therefore, in the 1990s I 
decided I will do everything that I 
can to bring change about,” Kuyu-
kov said.

Closing the Soviet Union’s no-
torious Semipalatinsk nuclear test 
site in eastern Kazakhstan was his 
foremost goal when he joined the 
movement in the 1980s as a young 
boy. Reaching policy makers at 
that time was more difficult, how-
ever, because of less sophisticated 
communication technologies.

“I had to collect signatures, visit 
organisations and enterprises and 
we organised marches of peace 
and protests,” he added.

Although he was born with-
out arms, Kuyukov was strong 
enough to realise this should not 
limit him.

“I can speak and I can draw. 

These are the two of my abilities 
that I used in the fight [for nuclear 
abolition],” he said.

Kuyukov has given numerous 
speeches at international confer-
ences about the irreversible harm 
nuclear weapons can cause. He 
has also fought alongside victims 
in the United States and Japan.

“We went to the Nevada poly-
gon. I was standing next to 
American people living there. We 
protested together. I remember 
American police arresting peo-
ple,” he said.

As part of his contribution to 
the anti-nuclear movement, Kuy-
ukov spreads the message through 
his paintings, which he draws us-
ing his mouth and toes.

“Through my drawings I want 
to show not only the horror, but 
also how beautiful our planet can 

be, and that only by standing hand 
in hand we can achieve the aim to 
fully eliminate nuclear weapons,” 
he added.

Kuyukov plans to spend the 
$10,000 cash prize on a charitable 
goal. He still has strong sentiment 
towards his homeland, the vil-
lage of Yegindibulaq, and wants 
the money to be allocated for its 
preservation. He is worried the 
small village, just 100 km from 
the nuclear testing site, is becom-
ing a ghost town, as locals keep 
leaving.

“Yegindibulaq was among the 
first to feel the consequences of 
the testing during the 40 years 
[the site was active]. I remember 
waking up when my whole old 
small house was shaking with the 
chandeliers and how we used to 
run out of the house,” he said.

Kazakh anti-nuclear activist wins 
2018 Nuclear-Free Future Award
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Astana Pro Team’s Fraile wins  
Tour de France stage

CULTURE

Marie Garel-Weiss’s “Party’s 
Over” takes grand prix at Astana’s 
Eurasia Film Festival

PEOPLE

We are all blacksmiths of our  
own happiness, says one  
of 100 New Faces

B

Chief Rabbi Yeshaya E. Cohen

Zere Dzhamalova

NATIONAL MUSEUM
June 6 – Sept.10  Masterpieces of State 

 Tretyakov Gallery 

June 28 – Sept.30  Paul Sérusier and Brittany: The

 Magic of Legends, exhibition

ASTANA OPERA 
July 27-30 at 7 p.m.  Gala De Paris, ballet 

August 1 at 7 p.m.  Through Pages of 20th Century 

 Chamber Music

August 10 at 7 p.m.  Music Holidays at Astana Opera, 

 concert

August 15 at 7 p.m.  Benefit Viola Recital, concert

BARYS ARENA
August 9 at 7.30 p.m.  HC Barys – HC Amur 

 Khabarovsk, President’s Cup

August 10 at 7.30 p.m.  HC Barys – HC Neftekhimik 

 Nizhnekamsk, President’s Cup

August 12 at 5 p.m.  HC Barys – Kazakhstan’s 

 national ice hockey team, 

 President’s Cup

THINGS TO WATCH & 
PLACES TO GO

Seedstars Astana 
awards WebTotem as 
best Kazakh startup

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA — WebTotem, a 
software as a service (SaaS) 
based in the capital, won the Ka-
zakh round of Seedstars World. 
The company will represent the 
nation at the Seedstars Summit 
in Switzerland to compete for 
up to $1 million in equity invest-
ment and other prizes.

The world’s biggest startup 
competition in emerging mar-
kets, Seedstars World conducts 
more than 65 local contests to 
identify the best seed-stage start-
ups, provide pitch training and 
award the winners with an oppor-
tunity to vie for the global title.

The Central Asian competition 
took place July 5 at Astana Hub, 
the first international IT startup 
hub in the region. Seedstars Asta-
na brought together 10 selected 
startups with their innovative 

solutions to present their compa-
nies before the local jury panel.

“For the past three years, we 
have seen ecosystem growth in 
Kazakhstan in terms of quality 
of startups and increasing sup-
port of the local ecosystem ena-
blers, such as Astana Hub, Zerde, 
MOST and many more. It was 
great to see promising entrepre-
neurs and hear their pitches on 
July 5. We believe that having 
such a commitment and dedica-
tion will help them succeed in 
building their ventures,” said 
Seedstars Regional Manager for 
Europe and Central Asia Aga-
huseyn Ahmadov, reported the 
Seedstars press service.

Seedstars Astana also included 
a panel discussion on the key 
factors that can boost technology 
and entrepreneurship in Central 
Asia. 

Continued on Page B8

Chess champion 
Saduakassova ranks 
11th among world’s 
top female players

By Abira Kuandyk 

ASTANA – Kazakh chess cham-
pion Dinara Saduakassova, 21, is 
ranked 11th among the world’s fe-
male chess players after winning 
first prize among women at the re-
cent Porticcio Open 2018.

“After the tournament in the 
Czech Republic, where I showed 
the best result among women, 
but played, in my opinion, not in 
the best way, I took the tourna-
ment in Porticcio as a challenge. 
The game was no less fierce. The 
tournament was attended by act-
ing grandmasters, top players of 

the FIDE (World Chess Federa-
tion) rating. In the tournament, 
there is also a rule of prohibiting 
the agreement on a draw, which 
made the game even more excit-
ing and uncompromising,” she 
said.

Saduakassova is a four-time 
world champion, many times 
champion of Kazakhstan and 
women’s grandmaster. She re-
ceived the new ranking after tak-
ing first place at the prestigious 
international tournament held June 
30-July 7 in Porticcio, France, on 
the coast of Corsica, according to 
FIDE.

Continued on Page B7

Five-year-old artist holds charity exhibit 
to help children with visual impairments

By Dana Omirgazy 

ASTANA – Five-year-old art-
ist Zere Dzhamalova raised 4 
million tenge (US$11,614) for 
children with visual impairments 
at her personal exhibit in Almaty 
July 3.

The funds were allocated for 
the Dara Charity Foundation, 
aimed at improving living con-
ditions and expanding opportu-
nities for orphans, sick children 
and those with limited abilities. 
The foundation carries out its ac-
tivities through children’s medi-
cal institutions, orphanages and 
boarding schools for youngsters 
with limited abilities.

“It was Zere’s and her parents’ 
decision to hold an exhibition and 
send the raised money to the foun-
dation. The foundation has been 
leading the Opening the World 
project since 2015. It appeared af-
ter the parents of a blind child ad-
dressed us complaining of the lack 
of special institutions for children 
with visual impairments in Astana 
and asked for help. Then, we be-
gan to analyse. Indeed, there were 
no institutions for children with 
visual impairments in Astana until 
2014,” said foundation Vice Presi-
dent Ainur Aimurzina in an inter-
view for this story.

The foundation opened the city’s 
first room that year which special-
ised in the problems of children 
with visual impairments up to age 
seven. Gradually, the Dara team 
realised the need to open such 
classes in schools.

“We addressed the city akimat 
(administration) and they sup-
ported us. We opened a special 
class for students at school No.10 
in Astana,” she added.

The first class, started in 2015, 

is for third graders. This year, the 
school will again welcome first 
graders.

“If there are no such classes in 
Astana, these children would have 
to go to boarding school in Kara-
ganda. It would mean that par-
ents have to leave work, move to 
Karaganda and send the child for 
five days to a boarding school. It 
is too challenging for children to 
be detached from the family,” said 
Aimurzina.

Children with challenges de-
velop improved social skills 
when they have the opportunity 
to remain in their native city and 
attend a special class in a regular 
school. The classes offer specific 
features and equipment, such as 
Braille training, and the school 
also has goalball courts, a sport 
adapted for those with visual im-
pairments.

“Astana’ school No.10 is 
equipped with signal strips and 
children can safely move around 
the school. Besides opening the 
class, we organised an area for 
social orientation so that chil-
dren could learn self-service. 
Now, our children are able to 
cook pies or make salads. In the 
future, our children will be in-
dependent citizens who will be 
able take care of themselves,” 
she added.

Following the example of the in-
augural classroom, the foundation 
opened similar ones in Aktau and 
Aktobe.

“There was a request, as the chil-
dren had no adapted institution for 
their studies. Now, the foundation 
is working to open a special class 
in Kostanai school at the expense of 
our sponsor, the Global Link Com-
pany. Zere gathered funds at her 
exhibition to open a similar class in 
Kokshetau,” said Aimurzina.

Zere showed talent for painting 
when she was three years old and 
her designs are full of bright col-
ours, said her parents. Her mother 

Aigerim Bektayeva, a member of 
Kazakhstan’s Association of Art-
ists, helps her daughter develop her 
talent, according to holanews.kz.

Kazakhstan’s Jewish community 
is prospering, says Chief Rabbi

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan is 
home to people of different re-
ligions and confessions, includ-
ing the Jewish community. In a 
recent interview with The Astana 
Times, Chief Rabbi Yeshaya E. 
Cohen discussed the history of 
Jews in Kazakhstan, the coun-
try’s religious tolerance model 
and Jewish values.

The Jewish community, with 
its long history in Kazakhstan, is 
prospering, he said.

One of the first indications of 
Jews in the nation dates to the 
19th century, as in 1825, 12 peo-
ple of Jewish faith lived in the 
then-Semipalatinsk district in 
eastern Kazakhstan.

“They were merchants who 
travelled with their caravans to 
and from trading centres. We also 
know of Jews in the medieval 
city of Turkestan, where ruins of 
a 15th-century synagogue and an 
ancient Torah Scroll have been 
discovered,” said Cohen.

In 1827, Russian Emperor 
Nikolai I introduced mandatory 
military service among Jewish 
men and obligated minors to mil-
itary education in canton schools 
in remote parts of the Russian 
Empire.

The decree led to the increase 
of Jewish community. By 1870s, 
Verniy, as Almaty was known 
in the late 19th century, became 
home to the first Jewish com-
munity, mostly consisting of sol-
diers and cantonists, who, by the 
decree, were separated from their 
families and roots for 25 years.

“The community was not big, 
counting hardly more than one 
hundred,” he noted.

The first synagogue opened 

in May 1884 in a small wooden 
building and 24 years later the lo-
cal administration registered the 
Jewish prayer society.

Another inflow came during 
the Great Patriotic War, when the 
Jewish population was evacu-
ated from the European parts of 
the Soviet Union to Central Asia, 
primarily Almaty. Many Jewish 
families also suffered from Sta-
lin’s repression and were deport-
ed to Kazakhstan from Belarus, 
Georgia, Russia, Ukraine and the 
Baltic countries.

“Later on, many specialists 
came to Kazakhstan to work on 
large-scale Soviet projects such 
as the Virgin Lands Campaign 
and construction of the Baikonur 
Cosmodrome and stayed here for 
a long time with their families,” 
he said.

Cohen came to Kazakhstan in 
1994.

“When I arrived in Almaty, it 
was an entirely different atmos-
phere: kind and friendly people. 
Quite the opposite of what I had 
experienced during my stopover. 
It is very important to continue 

teaching your children to be hos-
pitable and helpful, similar as 
they did for generations in Ka-
zakhstan. This is key for the na-
tion’s wellbeing,” he said.

The dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and the independence of 
Kazakhstan entailed a “dynam-
ic revival of Jewish traditions 
among the local Jewish popula-
tion,” he noted.

“When the USSR broke up, 
people could return to their an-
cestors’ traditions: Jews, Ka-
zakhs, Russians and other eth-
nic groups could observe their 
holidays and customs openly 
without fear of being arrested 
and charged with anti-Soviet 
activity as had been the case 
for seven decades. Jews in Ka-
zakhstan, like in other former 
Soviet republics, felt they could 
now live their spiritual life,” he 
added.

Jews had a strong desire and 
commitment to revive customs, 
including celebrating Shabbat 
and ancient holidays.

“The Jewish community of 
Kazakhstan requested the CIS 
(Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States) Chabad Association 
to send a rabbi. At the time, I 
had already completed my stud-
ies and served as assistant to the 
Chief Rabbi of the Grand Choral 
Synagogue of St. Petersburg.  I 
offered to serve in Kazakhstan 
– and here I am, for almost 25 
years now,” said Cohen.

He believes the arrival of 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson 
marks the “start of the modern 
stage in the history of Kazakh-
stan Jews.” Born in Ukraine in 
1871, for many years he served 
as chief rabbi of Dnepropetro-
vsk, Ukraine, and is considered 
an important figure for Jewish 

community in Kazakhstan and 
abroad.

In 1939, Rabbi Schneerson was 
charged with anti-Soviet propa-
ganda and exiled to Chiili in the 
Kyzylorda region in southern 
Kazakhstan, where he continued 
teaching Torah.

He died in 1944 in Almaty and 
was cleared of the propaganda 
charges in 1989.

“Rabbi Schneerson supported 
the spiritual life of Jews while 
in exile and died performing his 
sacred duty. Rabbi Schneerson’s 
mausoleum is in Almaty and eve-
ry year people from around the 
world come here to commemo-
rate him,” said Cohen.

Several thousands will gather 
in Almaty this summer to visit 
Schneerson’s tomb on his death 
anniversary, said Cohen.

Kazakhstan has six synagogues 
in Almaty, the capital, Kara-
ganda, Kostanai, Pavlodar and 
Ust-Kamenogorsk, all built after 
Kazakhstan gained its independ-
ence. The first opened its doors in 
Almaty in 1997.

“The spacious and beautiful 
Astana synagogue opened in 
2004 and President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev attended the opening 
ceremony. The last synagogue 
was unveiled in Karaganda in 
2015,” he said.

Jewish values do not separate 
spiritual and material life.

“The wellbeing of a person, in 
other words the material aspect, 
depends on how well they fulfil 
the will of God, the laws govern-
ing the world that He created. And 
this is not just about prayers – the 
spiritual aspect – but the everyday 
conduct of a person. No killing, 
no stealing is the moral aspect that 
impacts the material,” he added.

Continued on Page B2
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Developing women 
entrepreneurship can 
be a determining 
factor of Kazakh 
prosperity. Baltayeva 
feels one feature 
distinguishing women 
entrepreneurship is 
not only having an 
established business 
but doing good deeds 
and producing items 
or providing service 
that are helpful for 
society.

Women’s Republican Council 
seeks international  

cooperation to improve  
women’s entrepreneurship

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The Women’s Re-
publican Council (WRC) joined 
with Kazakh State Secretary 
Gulshara Abdykalikova and a 
delegation from the UAE (United 
Arab Emirates) Businesswomen 
Council July 3 to discuss future 
cooperation. WRC Chairwoman 
Khanzada Baltayeva spoke about 
the meeting in an interview with 
The Astana Times.

The international event was the 
first experience for both associa-
tions and Baltayeva believes such 
partnerships have the capacity to 
open numerous opportunities and 
possibilities for Kazakh women 
entrepreneurs. At the same time, 
more collaboration with foreign 
women councils can position 
them as ambassadors to promote 
the country.

The meeting ended with two 
important agreements between 
the parties.

The foremost is a memorandum 
of cooperation between Man-
agement and Business College 
(MBC) vocational school in the 
capital and Mona al Mansouri, a 
well-known UAE designer who 
will mentor young Kazakh stu-
dents from the design and fash-

ion school. She will also provide 
a full scholarship annually for the 
best student with the most genuine 
sketches and outstanding results in 
academic performance and Eng-
lish to study in UAE universities. 
Mansouri also seeks to encour-
age young designers and promote 
them through a contest she organ-
ises each year. The winners will 
receive prizes up to $3,000 and 
their works will be included in her 
new collection show.

The second memorandum was 
between UAE Businesswomen 
and two vocational schools, 
KMiB or MBC and Public Ca-
tering and Service College. The 
council will provide workshops 
led by the best chefs of the Arab 
World, as well as projects and 
internship opportunities in Arab 
restaurants.

“The students who will have 
such world class certification 
and experience that these women 
are willing to provide would put 
their candidacy in demand here 
in Kazakhstan,” said Baltayeva.

Abdykalikova noted a new per-
fume production facility in one 
of the schools might be opened.

Baltayeva added this is just 
the first step and will result in a 
positive outcome. She believes 
if other embassies followed Ka-
zakhstan’s and the UAE’s lead to 
work with the WRC, their team-
work would produce greater pro-
gress than the sum of their sepa-
rate efforts.

Future projections
“This idea gets me excited. I 

want to cooperate with [women’s 
councils in] all the other coun-
tries,” said Baltayeva.

She predicts women entre-
preneurship in general, and par-
ticularly in Kazakhstan, should 
flourish by expanding to foreign 
markets that are easier to access 
with the combined efforts of 
international women’s associa-
tions.

“UAE Businesswomen liked 
the idea very much that they can 
share their experience and, most 
importantly, that their experience 
is interesting for us. They want to 
learn things from us, too, like our 
Oriental desserts and baursaqs 

(traditional deep-fried donuts),” 
she said.

Cooperation can also contrib-
ute to attracting potential inves-
tors to the country, such as the 
UAE businesswomen who are 
interested in starting enterprises 
and investing in Kazakhstan. 
WRC and the UAE delegation 
toured local factories, learn-
ing production in Kazakhstan is 
cheaper, and were satisfied with 
the new regulations the govern-
ment promised to enforce during 
the Kazakhstan Global Invest-
ment Roundtable.

Developing women entrepre-
neurship can be a determining 
factor of Kazakh prosperity. Bal-
tayeva feels one feature distin-
guishing women entrepreneurship 
is not only having an established 
business but doing good deeds and 
producing items or providing ser-
vice that are helpful for society.

Transparency International 
research shows women are less 
likely to pay bribes, and a higher 
level of their involvement in pub-
lic life is associated with lower 
levels of corruption.

“A woman with a woman will 
reach an agreement faster,” she 
added.

State of Kazakh women 
entrepreneurship

Kazakhstan has made progress 
in developing women entrepre-
neurship, yet there is still room 
for improvement, said Abdyka-
likova. It is not as perfect as it 
seems, noting the gap between 
urban and rural areas. Women 
entrepreneurship is well devel-
oped in big cities like Almaty and 
the capital but needs assistance 
on the regional level.

She added despite the fact the 
President and Constitution have 
made clear points about eliminat-
ing discrimination in all forms, 
it still exists. Statistics show in-
come inequality between men 
and women, as men are more 
likely to be employed than wom-
en and women hold fewer leader-
ship positions.

“We need help, but help is not 
just financial. It is rather the joint 
effort of people who want to 
make changes,” said Baltayeva.

We are all blacksmiths of our 
own happiness, says one of 
100 New Faces

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – A 55-year-old arti-
san from Semei preserves national 
crafts, making unique jewellery and 
traditional battle items from metal, 
leather, skin and bone. Abylaikhan 
Assylbai, the master with limited 
abilities but a strong will, has been 
named one of Kazakhstan’s 100 
New Faces.

“My father, grandfather and great-
grandfather were engaged in crafts. 
This is in our blood. Unfortunately, 
earlier I did not have time for art. I 
worked, I did sports, but only after 
one day, ill-fated or happy, I contin-
ued the work of my ancestors,” he 
said.

Assylbai fell from a construc-
tion crane in 1997. As a result of a 
fractured spine and numerous other 
injuries, he could not stand or walk.

“For three years, I could not even 
move. Then, I began to work inten-
sively and this helped me to stand 
on crutches. I did not sit in a wheel-

chair – I gave my word that I would 
not sit in it and I have not violated 
that word for 20 years,” he said.

While watching a TV pro-
gramme about famous Kazakh 
folk artist and craft master 
Darkembai Chokparov, Assylbai 
realised the next path for his life. 
For several years, he spent each 
summer  working with the mas-
ter to learn and hone his skills, 
then opened his own small work-
shop.

In addition to jewellery, As-
sylbai makes nearly every piece of 
equipment for Kazakh batyr (Mid-
dle Ages-warrior) reenactors – 
helmets, armour, weapons, arrows 
and chain armour. He often works 
10 hours a day.

His first undertaking was outfit-
ting a Kazakh warrior with a 25-kil-
ogramme chain mail, a three-year 
project. Assylbai did not have clear 
instructions as to how to make the 
armour, joining tens of thousands of 
wire rings in an uncomplicated pat-
tern. When the military uniform was 
complete, he presented the creation 
at an exhibition. He also showed 
his work at the fair held as part of 
EXPO 2017.

Assylbai shares his knowledge 
and techniques with his students, a 
group that is growing every year. 
He also works with individuals with 
challenges who are seeking to learn 
new skills. He advises all to find 
their passion, believing every per-
son is the blacksmith of his or her 
own happiness.

Abylaikhan Assylbai.
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Sandra Real on being Mexican in Astana, 
cultural similarities and learning Kazakh

By Aidana Yergaliyeva 

ASTANA – Sandra Real, a Mex-
ican student at Nazarbayev Uni-
versity, recently shared her daily 
experiences and thoughts in an 
interview with The Astana Times.

Real, who learned about Ka-
zakhstan as a 10-year-old by read-
ing a book about the Soviet repub-
lics, always dreamed of visiting 
the country. Her wish finally came 
true, as she has been living and 
studying in the capital for nearly a 
year and is willing to stay.

“After graduation, if we put this 
in mathematical quantities, I want 
to stay here 80 percent if there is 
an opportunity, because you know 
I think that Astana is slowly devel-
oping and there are many opportu-
nities,” she said.

Real is one of only a few Mexi-
cans living in the city, each of 
whom is either studying or con-
ducting business. She knows only 
four others from her native land 
and while they typically commu-
nicate through social networking 
rather than formal gatherings, this 
year they plan to organise some 
cultural celebrations. Due to their 
small numbers, the festivities will 
not be solely dedicated to Mexico, 

but to the Latin American commu-
nity in general.

While Kazakhstan has an em-
bassy in Mexico, there is no Mexi-
can embassy in Astana. As a result, 
visiting Mexicans must rely on 
documentation help from their em-
bassy in Turkey. Real would like to 
help in establishing an embassy.

“Of course, not only all by my-
self, but with the collaboration of 
other Mexican citizens. Maybe, we 
can join and think about it in the 
future. I would like to assist if the 
opportunity presents itself,” she 
said.

Real would like to see more 
Mexicans in Kazakhstan. Busi-
nesspeople should consider ex-
porting avocados, Mexico’s most 
abundant fruit, because those car-
ried by local supermarkets are 
scarce and not high quality, she 
thinks. The city also lacks a res-
taurant with Mexican cuisine. She 
has also noticed many Kazakhs are 
interested in learning Spanish.

“There are a lot of people who 
are passionate about learning lan-
guage. Some of them have already 
visited Spain or other Spanish 
speaking countries and some of 
them just amaze me. We had one 
event here at the university last se-
mester – it was the day of Spanish 
language and culture. It was quite 
surprising to see so many people 
[interested] and also some of the 
speakers who participated in the 
event spoke the Spanish language 
so well. I was surprised with their 
level of proficiency,” she said.

Although Real enjoys living in 
Kazakhstan and wants to remain, 
the distance and lack of communi-
cation in Spanish makes her miss 
her homeland. Her culture is very 
important to her in spite of many 
problems like the high rate of cor-
ruption and instabilities.

“Even though I don’t use the 

Spanish language here, I listen to 
songs or I show my culture to the 
students here through gastronomic 
creations, as one of my passions is 
cooking. Of course, it is not very 
close to the original Mexican food, 
as it hard to find many ingredients 
here in Astana. But still I think this 
is a connection. Connection comes 
mostly from the soul,” she said.

Mexican and Kazakh 
cultures

Mexican and Kazakh cultures 
share a number of similarities, the 
most prominent being the impor-
tance of family.

“Usually, [in Mexico] you’re not 
independent until you are at the 
legal age. You still have support 
from you parents,” said Real.

Although the countries differ 
in their religious majorities, they 
have similar sentiments.

“While the majority of Kazakhs 
are Muslims, we [Mexicans] are 
Catholics. Actually, we don’t take 
religion quite as seriously as well. 
We are more on the secular part, 
especially the young generation. 
Of course, we have our beliefs, 
but we don’t have to visit a church 
every Sunday,” she added.

As for cuisine, Mexicans con-
sume more beef and pork and it’s 
completely extraordinary to eat 
horse meat.

“For people who are not familiar 
with Kazakh gastronomic culture, it 
will be quite shocking to consume 
things like qazy (horsemeat sau-
sage) and qarta (boiled horse intes-
tine). For me, it is delicious. Besh-
barmak (meat, noodles and onion 
sauce) is one of my favourite dishes 
here in Kazakhstan,” she said.

Challenges in learning 
Kazakh

Real is learning Kazakh, but 
notes there is a lack of quality ma-
terial available to help one master 
the language.

“There is only one book in Eng-
lish and it is not the best book on 
the market, because I feel even 
though you finish all the lessons 
in this book, there is still a lot to 
learn in the Kazakh language. It 
depends on the region you come 
from, maybe the expressions you 
use. Constructing one sentence 
can be interpreted in five differ-
ent ways. Also, the part when you 
have to add suffixes [is hard]. The 
pronunciation is hard, as we for-

eigners don’t have some letters,” 
she said.

She started with a PDF of Col-
loquial Kazakh, using the book to 
learn the alphabet. Fortunately, she 
found the task a bit easier, because 
she studied Bulgarian five years 
ago and was familiar with Cyrillic 
letters. Real practiced the language 
in Mexico with native speakers 
during events and cultural celebra-
tions organised by the embassy, 
but managed to learn only the ba-
sics. It is still a challenge to learn 
Kazakh in Kazakhstan.

“Actually, I still cannot construct 
a sentence, even though I’m im-
mersed in the environment. Here, 
people I meet are more Russian 
speaking. There are only five peo-
ple on my floor who speak Kazakh 
and sometimes they also speak 
Russian. It is more of a mixture of 
the two. At first, it was quite con-
fusing to me. There are not many 
opportunities to practice,” she said.

Real’s facial features are very 
similar to Kazakh ones and in 
practicing the language she re-
ceives opposite feedback from 
people. Those who think she is 
Kazakh judge her for not speaking 
her “native” language, while oth-
ers admire that as a foreigner she 
is trying to learn it.

“It was quite amazing when I 
wanted to buy kumyss (ferment-
ed mare’s milk). I enjoyed it and 
when I wanted to pay for it, the 
lady selling it said ‘No-no, it’s 
free. It’s free!’ I was like ‘why?’ 
and she said ‘you speak Kazakh,’” 
she said.

Sandra Real

Kazakhstan’s Jewish community 
is prospering, says Chief Rabbi

Continued from Page B1

Counting the number of Jews is 
difficult, as in Soviet times many 
people were forced to conceal 
their ethnicity or use documents to 
switch to another. Cohen, however, 
believes there are several tens of 
thousands of Jews in Kazakhstan.

“Many people, therefore, do not 
know their past. Sometimes, you 
hear people say they are Russians, 
but once you ask who their mother 
and grandmother were and in Jew-
ish tradition the ethnicity is matri-
lineal, they say they were Jewish. 
We still have no clear idea about 
how many Jews there are in Ka-
zakhstan, because your documents 
may say one thing while the reality 
can be quite different,” he said.

Celebrating Hanukkah, he not-
ed, is a “reflection of the toler-
ance model in Kazakhstan,” as the 
holiday gathers representatives of 
the nation’s different religions and 
communities. The winter holiday 
often coincides with Kazakhstan’s 
Independence Day.

“I like when Hanukkah, which 
lasts eight days, falls on Dec. 16. It 
is a reason to be twice as happy, for 
we still remember the Soviet times 
when everybody had to be the 
same, as people were afraid to ex-
press themselves in their clothes, 
thoughts and beliefs,” said Cohen.

Jews also take an active part in 
the Congress of Leaders of Tradi-
tional and World Religions held an-
nually in Kazakhstan. This year’s 
event is scheduled for Oct. 10-11.

The security component on the 
congress agenda gives extra mean-
ing and significance to the event, 
he said.

“Today, we see more and more 
people distorting the words of God 
in pursuit of material benefits, be it 
money or power, and skilfully us-
ing their distorted rhetoric to capi-
talise on deaths. All religions hold 
human life as the highest of values, 
but extremists substitute these val-
ues, justifying deaths in the name 
of their ideas,” he added.

Cohen believes the goal is to 
make religious leaders heard by 

people from different countries, 
those living in peace and those 
suffering from terrorism. In his 
experience, he noted the congress 
has never witnessed an argument 
between participants or attempted 
to “identify the best religion or 
create a new one.”

“All of the issues discussed are 
about love, friendship, kindness, 
life and peace, things that unite the 
different religions in today’s world 
of atheism,” he said.

“Our holy books say that once 
the Lord was looking for a vessel 
to hold His blessing and the only 
one He could find was peace. This 
means that God will give us His 
blessing as long as we try to keep 
peace. I wish for everybody in Ka-
zakhstan to distance themselves 
from evil and injustice and sow 
only good and peace. This will 
bring wellbeing and accord both 
to this and future generations,” the 
rabbi said.

“May God bless Kazakhstan and 
grant peace and prosperity!” he 
added.
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Marie Garel-Weiss’s “Party’s Over” takes 
grand prix at Astana’s Eurasia Film Festival

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – “Party’s Over,” the 
first feature film by French direc-
tor and screenwriter Marie Garel-
Weiss, won the grand prix of the 
July 1-7 Eurasia Film Festival in 
Astana.

Established in 1998, the Eura-
sia Film Festival is the largest 
film festival in Central Asia. The 
festival is accredited by the Inter-
national Federation of Producers’ 
Associations and was included in 
the International Film Guide’s list 
of the world’s 35 leading film fes-
tivals in 2012.

“Party’s Over” is a debut fea-
ture film for Marie Garel-Weiss 
that tells a story of two young 
women, Céleste and Sihem, who 
ended up in a rehabilitation facil-
ity after years of substance abuse 
and quickly became friends. The 
film depicts their struggle after 
they leave the rehabilitation centre 

and had to piece their lives back 
together.

An annual event that this year 
had its 14th edition brought 12 
feature films in a main competition 
programme and 35 films in a short 
film competition programme.

The organisers received approxi-
mately 1,000 applications, and 98 
films, including 21 from Kazakhstan, 
were selected for in-competition and 
out-of-competition programmes.

Out-of-competition programme 
cut across different sections.

These include “Caravan” that 
screened films from the Turkic 
countries, “From the Heart of Eur-
asia” that brought Kazakh feature 
films, documentaries and anima-
tions movies, “NETPAC (Network 
for the Promotion of Asian Cine-
ma) Choice,” “Around the World” 
presenting films that won top 
prizes at A-class international film 
festivals, “Objective” that showed 
12 documentaries from around the 
world, and “Special Event.”

Best Director award went to 
Bulgarian director Milko Lazarov 
for his feature film “Aga.”

Karim Mirkhadiyev won a Best 
Male Lead award for his role in “Per-
severance” directed by Rashid Ma-

likov from Uzbekistan, and Marta 
Kozlova was named best actress for 
her role in “Anna’s  War” directed 
by Alexei Fedorchenko from Russia.

Every year the festival organis-
ers invite prominent actors from 
across the globe to headline the 
event. This year French actor Vin-
cent Cassel, Serbian filmmaker 
and actor Emir Kusturica visited 
the capital for the festival.

Kazakh actress and this year’s 
Cannes Best Actress award winner 
Samal Yeslyamova also attended 
the festival and was among inter-
national short film juries.

Russian director Huat Akhme-
tov’s “Aruakh” premiered as part 
of the festival starring famous Ka-
zakh actor Asanali Ashimov.

Another highlight of the festival 
was a performance by Emir Kustu-
rica and his world renowned The 
No Smoking Orchestra during an 
opening ceremony.

At a press conference, Kusturica 
spoke about the trends in global 

cinema industry and his impres-
sion of the Kazakh capital. He be-
lieves the overwhelming majority 
of films have no value.

“The world witnesses two move-
ments – films based on realism and 
surrealism (phantasmagoria). Such 
films as ‘Star Wars,’ ‘American He-
roes’ that reflect power, majesty and 
might. On the other side, there are 
films that narrate a real story that 
are really worth watching. They are 
of course produced by independent 
companies,” said Kusturica.

Global cinema industry, he not-
ed, is driven by commercial mar-
ket and its demand.

The Serbian director is inter-
ested in making a film in Kazakh 
steppes based on novels written by 
one of his favourite authors Chin-
giz Aitmatov.

Speaking about Astana, he 
called the Kazakh capital a “deli-
cious city.”

“It gives me the feeling of calm-
ness and soul harmony,” he said.

French Ambassador in Kazakhstan Philippe Martinet (C) receives the prize for 
Marie Garel-Weiss from Kazakh Minister of Culture and Sport Arystanbek 
Mukhamediuly.

Kazakhstan’s Golden Man, 
Saka artefacts travel to China

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – Exhibits of priceless 
Kazakh art and photography of an-
cient sites opened July 12 in Xi’an, 
the capital of China’s Shaanxi 
Province. The Legacy of the Great 
Steppe: Masterpieces of Jewellery 
Art exhibition and the Sacred Ka-
zakhstan photography exhibition 
feature 370 valuable items, includ-
ing 196 authentic artefacts and 174 
copies.

The National Museum and His-
torical Museum of Shaanxi Prov-
ince initiated the event to promote 
and expand cultural exchange be-
tween Kazakhstan and China as 
part of an on-going global muse-
um project through which Kazakh-
stan’s Golden Man is making his 
way through the world’s museums.

The Golden Man, or Altyn 
Adam, is perhaps the most famous 
and significant archaeological dis-
covery in Kazakhstan to date. Ka-
zakh archaeologist Kemal Akishev 
discovered the Saka gold artefacts 
near Almaty in 1969 (the Saka 
were a group of Eurasian nomads). 
In a site known as the Issyk bur-
ial, he found a warrior’s costume 
made from approximately 4,800 
gold items of warriors’ attire sent 
to the afterlife with a Saka warrior.

The travelling exhibition in-
cludes the set of gold armour, a 
silver bowl with runic inscriptions 
and a golden badge with two mir-
ror-reflected leopards.

The exhibition also features 
unique works of jewellery art dat-
ing from the beginning of the 15th 
century found in the Sairam set-
tlement in southern Kazakhstan 
and artefacts found in the Taldy II 
burial site in central Kazakhstan, 
which date to the middle of the 
second half of the 7th century BC.

It displays items of the tradi-
tional attire of Sarmatian noble 
women, another nomadic group 

that lived from the end of the sixth 
to the middle of the fifth century 
BC, that were found in western 
Kazakhstan in April 2012. More 
than 500 fragments of various gold 
items were discovered in that bur-
ial site, and exhibit characteristics 
of the Scythian-Siberian animal 
style.

“The exhibits are only a small 
part of the gold items from the mu-
seum’s funds. Unknown artisans 
created the items, which demon-
strate the uniqueness of Eurasian 
culture and the continuity of its ar-
tistic traditions,” reported the press 
service of the museum.

Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
China Shakhrat Nuryshev said 
at the opening ceremony for the 
exhibits that both countries pay 
special attention to their current 
cooperation in light of their Great 
Silk Road links. The exhibition 

of the culture and art of Eurasian 
nomads will contribute to the un-
derstanding of the culture and di-
versity of China’s neighbour and 
help strengthen ties between the 
peoples of the two countries.

The exhibition in China will last 
until Sept.12.

The Golden Man Procession 
through the World’s Museums ex-
hibition was inaugurated in Minsk 
in December. It travelled to Mos-
cow in April and May, and will 
travel after its sojourn in China to 
the National Museum of Azerbai-
jan in Baku, Gdańsk National Mu-
seum in Poland and the National 
Museum of Korea in Seoul.

In 2019, the Golden Man will 
be exhibited in the U.K., Georgia, 
Japan, Spain and Turkey; in 2020 
in Austria, France, Germany, Italy 
and the U.S.; and in 2021 in Aus-
tria and France.
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Astana Opera presents open-air 
performance in Borovoye

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov 

ASTANA – Astana Opera trav-
elled to Borovoye July 14 to pre-
sent “Birzhan-Sara.” The open-air 
event was dedicated to the capital’s 
20th anniversary, and the directors 
decided that the forest acoustics 
can bring fresh colour to the sing-
ing.

“Birzhan-Sara” is the property 
of Kazakh opera art. To make the 
production more authentic and 
show the unique world of the Ka-
zakh countryside, the Astana Op-
era administration has organised 
the performance in one of the na-
tion’s most beautiful spots.

The premiere of composer Mu-
kan Tulebayev’s new stage edition 
opened to grandiose audiences this 
spring at Astana Opera. The open-
air event was supported by the 
Ministry of Culture and Sports.

All dramaturgy, with the exclu-
sive decisions of the production 
group, and scenographic deci-
sions of the play were preserved. 
The specifics of the theatre are 
conditional, however, and the ex-
perience of performing outdoors 
opened new opportunities.

Nature was part of the scenery, 
although the audience was still 
able to see the stunning waterfall, 
which so impressed those in the 
theatre, and pictures for the pub-
lic’s imagination. The beautiful 
voices of the soloists, such as Bir-
zhan singing his aria from afar, and 
harmonious sound of the orchestra 

promised unforgettable impres-
sions.

The concept of the performance 
is characterised by the lack of a 
one-dimensional interpretation of 
the characters’ images. Viewers 
will get to know the story of Bir-
zhan and Sara, a love that did not 
find a place on earth. The opera 
traditionally ends with the death of 
the protagonist, but the directors 
have decided to show the audience 
that the love sacrificed was not in 
vain.

International competition laure-
ate Meir Bainesh played the part of 
Birzhan, while Kazakh honoured 
artist and state premium laureate 

Maira Mukhamedkyzy performed 
the part of Sara.

The performance featured Ka-
zakh honoured art workers Zhanat 
Shybikbayev (Zhanbota), Dina 
Khamzina (Analyk) and Saltanat 
Akhmetova (Altynai). The cast 
was completed by international 
competition laureate Talgat Gale-
hev (Zhienkul), Shyngys Ras-
sylkhan (Kozhagul), Ramzat Bal-
akishiyev (Serik) and Beimbet 
Tanarykov (Estai).

Kazakhstan President Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev, who is an avid 
opera lover, attended the staging 
of Birzhan Sara opera in Boro-
voye.
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Film studio plan for 
Technopark in Astana

Staff Report

ASTANA – Astana Invest City 
Development Centre for Invest-
ment and V.S.E.E. company 
headed by Kazakh actor and di-
rector Niyaz Abdygapar recently 
signed a memorandum to estab-
lish a film studio at Technopark 
located on the premises of the 
Tselinselmash plant, reported 
Astana Akimat (city administra-
tion) press service.

“We helped find the venue 
thanks to social entrepreneurship 

corporation… The building has a 
good condition and occupies an 
area of 7,000 square metres in-
cluding a dormitory,” said Zhyldyz 
Seisenbekova, head of new econo-
my project office creative sector at 
Astana Invest.

Seisenbekova believes the stu-
dio has potential and is of interest 
to Russia.

“Production of films and ads us-
ing a special production equipment 
is possible (in the film studio) as 
well as shooting of historic films 
and fest movies as well as projects 
based on the orders of state bodies. 

This all can be produced in a film 
studio,” she said.

The document was signed at a re-
cent forum of mayors of Silk Road 
countries in the Kazakh capital 
that concluded with signing of 14 
memorandums worth $73 million, 
including green technology projects, 
a DNA diagnostics laboratory at 
Nazarbayev University, construction 
of school based on Singapore educa-
tion system and production of high 
technology construction materials, 
among other areas. More than 3,000 
delegates from 60 countries attended 
the two-day event in early July.

Indian Cultural Centre in 
Astana offers yoga, Indian 
dance and other classes

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Free classes on In-
dian music, dance, the Hindi lan-
guage and yoga were recently 
launched at the Swami Vivekanan-
da Cultural Centre (SVCC), the 
Embassy of India press service an-
nounced.

According to Sanjay Garg, 
SVCC director, the classes are 
open for everyone regardless of 
age or educational qualifications.

“Indian dance classes would in-
clude lessons in Indian classical 
dance form – Kathak, – as well as 
[that seen] in Bollywood (contem-
porary dance). The music classes 
would include lessons in both in-
strumental and vocal music tradi-
tions of India. Lessons in playing 
of the Indian drum (Tabla) and 

flute (Bansuri) as well as the sing-
ing of Bollywood and other Hindi 
songs would be offered at begin-
ner and advance levels,” the an-
nouncement said.

Yoga classes are also available 
at SVCC. Two open sessions will 
welcome non-enrolled persons 
without prior appointment each 
week. A new course for the Hindi 
language at the beginner level has 
been introduced for the first time at 
the centre.

All of these courses are available 
at the SVCC, located at 2 Zhyly Oi 
Street, 2 Karaotkel Microdistrict 2.

The embassy of India also runs 
the Centre for Indian Music and 
Dance (CIMD) at Nazarbayev 
University, which opened July 
18. Indian music, dance and yoga 
classes are being offered.

SVCC, formerly known as In-

dian Cultural Centre is a cultural 
wing of the embassy, set up in May 
1994 in Almaty to strengthen cul-
tural relations between India and 
Kazakhstan.  The centre moved 
to Astana 2007, when the embas-
sy was relocated from Almaty to 
Astana.

SVCC has been engaged in cul-
tural activities, including yoga, 
dance and Hindi classes, the cel-
ebration of Indian festivals, the or-
ganising of cultural performances 
by the centre students, the screen-
ing of Indian films and documen-
taries and the organising of perfor-
mances by visiting Indian cultural 
troupes in Kazakhstan and Kazakh-
stan’s cultural troupes in India. The 
centre also houses a library.

More information about the 
classes can be found at www.in-
dembastana.in.
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Kazakhstan has 
been undertaking a 
number of actions in 
accordance with the 
recommendations of 
the United Nations 
Committee on the 
Rights of the Child to 
curb the growth of the 
number of orphanages 
and place children in 
them as an extreme 
and temporary 
measure.

Kazakhstan to start coalbed methane exploration and production
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Kanysh Satpayev 
Kazakh National Technical Uni-
versity and ArcelorMittal Temirtau 
will begin a joint venture to ex-
plore and produce coalbed meth-
ane in the Karaganda coal basin, 
reported the university press ser-
vice.

Coalbed methane is a gas pre-
sent in active, working mine sites. 
According to forecasts, its resourc-
es in the Karaganda coal basin, 
reaching a depth of 1,500 metres, 
are significant.

“We conducted the geological 
and technical data analysis and 
economic parametres of the pro-
ject. As a result, we decided to 
launch this project. We will con-
tribute to ensuring the success of 
the project. The company’s pri-
mary goal is to ensure safe work-
places and improve the environ-
mental situation in the Karaganda 
region. I express my gratitude to 
colleagues and employees of Sat-
bayev University for their work,” 
said CEO of ArcelorMittal CIS 
(Commonwealth of Independent 
States) Paramjit Kahlon.

The parties also agreed to imple-
ment innovative projects aimed at 

improving the region’s environ-
mental situation, personnel train-
ing, information technology and 
industrial safety organisation.

The project will start with coal-
bed methane geological prospect-
ing in coal seams on contractual 
territories with subsequent meth-
ane extraction.

“The project is the first step 
towards coalbed methane pro-
duction in Kazakhstan. We thank 
the management of ArcelorMittal 
Temirtau for effective coopera-
tion. We are sure our cooperation 
will significantly increase the en-
ergy potential of the Karaganda 
region,” said Satbayev Univer-
sity Rector Iskander Beisembe-
tov at the July 10 meeting in the 
capital.

Providing safe workplaces for 
miners is an essential factor in ex-
tracting coal seam methane. Tax 
preferences for coalbed methane 
production are provided as part of 
state support. Coalbed methane is 
classified as a mineral in accord-
ance with the new code “On Sub-
soil and Subsoil Use” adopted in 
December.

Methane processing is the next 
goal, which will be developed in 
the coming months, said Beisem-
betov. Cooperation between the 

industrial company and national 
scientific and research technical 
university is a major achievement 
for the country.

The university includes Parasat 
National Technological Centre 
and eight research institutes which 
meet all the requirements for sci-
entific and technical support of the 
project, he added.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev set the task of devel-
oping Karaganda’s green econ-
omy, energy sector and coalbed 
methane exploration and produc-
tion. The gas can be used both to 
meet the needs of the company 
and the region as well as for gas-
chemical methane processing to 
obtain a range of high value-added 
products.

Coalbed methane is an impor-
tant source of energy in countries 
such as Australia, Canada, China, 
and the U.S. World coalbed meth-
ane production is currently 58 bil-
lion cubic metres per year.

ArcelorMittal Temirtau, part of 
ArcelorMittal Group, is Kazakh-
stan’s largest mining and metal-
lurgical enterprise. It includes a 
steel plant in Temirtau, eight coal 
mines in the Karaganda region and 
four iron ore mines in the Akmola, 
Karaganda and Kostanai regions.Exploration work. 
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Finance minister recommends quick 
sale of privatised state assets

By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s second 
privatisation wave is more than 75 
percent complete. Results from the 
first half of 2018 show that 502 out 
of 887 state-owned enterprises were 
put up for sale and 421 of them were 
sold for a total of 216 billion tenge 
(US$630.25 million). Another 266 
facilities are at the reorganisation 
and liquidation stage. The sold as-
sets and those being liquidated and 
reorganised account for 77.4 per-
cent of the country’s current priva-
tisation push.

Fifteen out of 63 top-ranking ob-
jects of the 2016-2020 Complex 
Privatisation Plan have been sold 
for a total of 110.5 billion tenge 
(US$322.42 million). Thirty-nine 

top-ranking facilities were planned 
for implementation this year. Eight 
of them have already been put up for 
sale and two were sold in the first half 
of the year. The remaining facilities 
are at the pre-sale preparation and po-
tential buyer negotiation stage.

“These are objects of communal 
property and corporate social en-
trepreneurship, for which sellers 
must urgently undertake measures 
to compile and include in the Road-
map registry,” said Kazakh Minister 
of Finance Bakhyt Sultanov at a July 
17 government meeting. “I propose 
to instruct state and local executive 
bodies, national holdings and com-
panies to accelerate the process of 
placing these facilities on sale.”

He further recommended state 
agencies monitor the execution of 
the sales schedule, as four top-rank-

ing objects marked for privatisation 
are lagging behind the established 
timetables.

The companies include Kazge-
ology, under the Kazakh Ministry 
for Investments and Development; 
Kazakhstan Gharysh Sapary, under 
the Kazakh Ministry of Defence and 
Aerospace Industry; Kazsportinvest 
of the Kazakh Ministry of Culture 
and Sports; and the Bobek National 
Scientific and Practical Educational 
and Health Centre of the Kazakh 
Ministry of Education and Science.

“State bodies have not imple-
mented the necessary measures 
for the objects’ timely sale and the 
privatisation commission’s recom-
mendations. The risk of not realis-
ing these facilities has consequently 
surfaced this year,” said Sultanov. 
“It is thus necessary to produce pun-

ishment proposals for those respon-
sible in the event of the untimely 
execution of the Roadmap activities 
in their first nine months.”

There are a total of 12 object-
related violations so far: four viola-
tions for delaying pre-sale prepara-
tion and evaluation, six violations 
for delaying liquidation measures 
and two violations for not yet in-
cluding objects in the Roadmap.

The minister noted that there is 
growing interest from private firms 
and the population in state assets put 
up for sale. Following an inventory 
of state assets, another 38 salable 
enterprises were identified and in-
cluded in the list of state assets to 
be privatised. In the coming year, 
privatisation decisions will be made 
on national companies Air Astana, 
Kazakhtelecom and Kazatomprom.

Zhambyl establishes sugar beet seed fund
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Seed-breeding farms 
for sugar beets are being revived in 
the Zhambyl region. Farmers former-
ly spent up to $1.2 million to import 
seeds and the administration is creat-
ing its own seed fund to cut expenses.

Sugar beets are one of the region’s 
most important crops and significant 
amounts have been allocated annu-
ally from the local budget to purchase 
imported seeds, according to the re-
gional agriculture department.

In 2016, 420 million tenge (US$1.2 
million) was earmarked from the re-

gional budget to buy Avantazh seeds 
from France. The amount decreased 
to 350 million tenge (US$1.02 mil-
lion) the following year. The need for 
Zhambyl farmers to purchase seeds 
from foreign producers increases the 
price of the final products.

The region has a significant need to 
create its own seed stock to decrease 
dependence on imported seeds and 
reduce product costs. At one time, 
the region had its own seed farms and 
experienced agricultural stations and 
is now furnishing mini-workshops 
with special equipment to raise their 
own seed material to high European 
standards. As a result, farms in the re-

gion plan to switch to domestic seeds 
within the next year.

The regional agriculture depart-
ment planned to breed sugar beets 
on 10,000 hectares this year, but 
only 8,300 hectares were planted. 
The largest areas for sugar beets are 
in the Kordai district, where farms 
recorded record yields last year us-
ing moisture-saving and up-to-date 
technologies.

In the last year, which wasn’t the 
most productive, farmers planted 
9,000 hectares of beets and collected 
more than 120,000 tonnes of root 
crops. The average yield was 228 
centners per hectare.

Since the 1930s, sugar beets have 
been cultivated on more than 42,000 
hectares in the region with an aver-
age yield of 300 centners per hectare. 
Famous farmer Dariga Zhantokhova 
produced 900 centners from every 
hectare.

With the elimination of large-scale 
agricultural collective farms in the 
1990s, the region’s beet growers lost 
experienced personnel and the tech-
nology to grow the labour-intensive 
crop. As a result, by 2009, sugar beet 
crops were planted on fewer than 
1,700 hectares. Today, the region is 
actively reviving this valuable agri-
cultural activity.

Smart innovations being implemented in cities
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Smart city project in-
novations are being introduced in 
many sectors throughout the coun-
try, according to a report delivered 
by Minister of Information and 
Communications of Kazakhstan 
Dauren Abayev during a July 17 
government meeting.

“At the moment services such 
as an electronic gradebooks, kin-
dergarten queue have already 
been digitised… The efficiency 
of the educational process in-
creased three percent in the Pav-
lodar region following the intro-
duction of electronic gradebooks. 
In the East Kazakhstan region, 
67 remotely located clinics were 
connected to the system. Energy 
consumption on street lighting in 

Astana was reduced 30 percent,” 
he said.

The largest city of the country, 
Almaty, is implementing the smart 
city project as well.  Modern tech-
nologies are being introduced into 
various spheres of life in the city, 
kapital.kz reported. The project 
hopes to increase the efficiency of 
urban services and provide Almaty 
residents with comfortable, safe and 
environmentally friendly living.

According to Talant Baskinbayev, 
head of the Digitisation Department 
at the Almaty Development Centre, 
the smart city project implies not 
only the introduction of innova-
tions, but also the search for the syn-
ergy of the potential of citizens and 
their initiatives. Intelligent solutions 
combine analytics and technologies 
which meet specified conditions. 
Worldwide cities are implementing 

solutions to increase productivity, 
energy efficiency, reduce air pol-
lution, the costs of city authorities, 
save water and other resources. For 
systemic solutions to the most im-
portant challenges of the city, sever-
al main areas were identified: health 
care, education, urban planning, 
housing and communal services, 
transport, security and open akimat 
(city administration).

“One of the projects that we have 
already implemented in the health-
care system is a medical informa-
tion system. It allows you to switch 
from a paper-based health pass-
port to an electronic one. Thus, we 
want to reduce the paper use. It is 
comfortable. Any doctor will know 
the patient’s medical history in ad-
vance. Now, 89 percent of the city 
has been transferred to this system. 
Until the end of the year, we plan to 

completely switch to this system,” 
Baskinbayev explained.

Also, the education sector has 
seen several innovations. The elec-
tronic diary system named “Kunde-
lik” is used at schools. Parents can 
remotely monitor their children’s 
progress. E-diary reduces the risks 
of false grades. Digital educational 
is also meant to improve lessons. 
Students can also enrol in a school 
or college through an electronic 
queue.

To increase security in the city, a 
monitoring system will be installed 
in crowded public places. Approxi-
mately 1,000 video surveillance 
cameras will help improve the se-
curity of the city. Also, the city has 
introduced a system of a single reg-
istry of administrative production, 
allowing administrative tasks to be 
handled electronically.

Number of children in 
orphanages decreases 

40% in five years
By Dilshat Zhussupova

ASTANA – The number of chil-
dren in Kazakh orphanages has 
decreased 40 percent in the last 
five years, as 4,445 children have 
been returned to their biological 
families. Approximately 6,000 re-
main in orphanages, leading to the 
reorganisation and closure of 50 
facilities.

Of Kazakhstan’s five million 
children, approximately 26,000 
are orphans and without parental 
care. Seventy-eight percent are 
under guardianship and foster care 
in Kazakh families and 21 percent 
are raised in orphanages.

The main driver behind the re-
duced network is a steady decline 
in the number of children without 
parental care who are sent to the 
facilities. The figure was 1,166 in 
2017, compared to 1,854 in 2016 
and 2,598 in 2015.

Efforts to keep youngsters in 
their biological families have been 
facilitated by early identification 
of family problems and provisions 
by state authorities for comprehen-
sive assistance to families in diffi-
cult situations.

In May 2017, the Kazakh Min-
istry of Education and Science ap-
proved new rules for Centres for 
the Support of Children in Diffi-
cult Life Situations, organisations 
distinct from orphanages. Their 
expanded activities aim to help 
youngsters in adverse family con-
ditions and those suffering cruel 
treatment, in addition to children 
from disadvantaged families. Psy-
chological, social and legal assis-
tance is provided to mitigate fam-
ily problems at an early stage.

In addition, public foundations 
such as Zhanuya and Ana Uyi have 
played an increasingly important 
role since 2016 in transforming 
orphanages and developing family 
arrangements for children without 
parental care.

The efforts of special services 
and foster parent schools have also 
led to a decrease in the number of 
orphanage returnees after adop-
tion, patronage, custody or foster 
care is cancelled. Foster parent 
schools, in particular, centre on 
training those who seek to raise 
children who lack parental care. 
Only 125 children were returned 
in 2017, compared to 195 in 2016 
and 246 in 2015.

Kazakhstan has been undertak-
ing a number of actions in accord-
ance with the recommendations of 
the United Nations Committee on 

the Rights of the Child to curb the 
growth of the number of orphanag-
es and place children in them as an 
extreme and temporary measure.

Transferring children under 
adoption, patronage, custody and 
foster care is regulated at the legis-
lative level and financially backed 
by the state. To ensure transpar-
ency in orphanage activities and 
procedures, a guardianship council 
and national databank of orphans 
and children without parental care 
have been formed.

Nurbek Orshubekov, Chair of 
the Committee for the Protection 
of Children’s Rights under the Ka-
zakh Ministry of Education and 
Science, relayed the meaningful 
housing and educational support 
provided to children in orphan-
ages. As in the case of Great Pa-
triotic War participants, orphans 
and children without parental care 
may receive housing from the state 
housing fund. Since 2014, 4,459 
children in this category have be-
come homeowners.

An account is also opened with-
in the state-funded educational 
system for every student in an or-
phanage to receive an education 
at a Kazakh university or college. 
As a result, 7,779 students in or-
phanages have received assistance 
worth more than five billion tenge 
(US$14.47 million) since 2014.

“The aim is to socialise the 
students in these orphanages,” 
said Orshubekov. “Two hundred 
and twenty-five students contin-
ued their studies at universities 
and colleges in 2017 and the pro-
gramme will continue its work in 
the future.”
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Kamkor Zhurek changes people’s lives
By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – Americans Victo-
ria Charbonneau and Elizabeth 
Turnock launched Kamkor Zhurek 
(Caring Heart) in Taraz in 2015. 
The fund’s main purpose is to pro-
vide assistance to orphans, single 
mothers, children with disabilities 
and those who are disadvantaged. 
With its help, families, mothers 
and children prosper, change their 
priorities and values and set high 
ambitions.

The Astana Times interviewed 
Victoria Charbonneau to learn how 
and why they launched the fund 
as well as to gain insight into its 
achievements so far and plans for 
the future.

Kamkor Zhurek seeks to ensure 
that every child can reach his or her 
full potential, as they need families 
and others to invest in them.

“On a regular weekly basis, 
there are about 25 mothers and 30 
children that we work with. Some 
of the mothers live on a property, 
they live in a house,” she said.

Mothers who work from home 
participate in Kamkor Zhurek’s 
daily programmes, sending their 
children weekdays from 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. The fund’s sales department 
engages the women to make felt 
items, offering them the opportu-
nity not only to learn how to make 
products, but also acquire social 
skills.

“Some of them cannot write, 
read, tell time and do basic math. 
Our masters also teach them these 
kinds of basic skills that they will 
need long in life,” she added.

Charbonneau came to Kazakh-
stan for 18 days in 2000 as part of a 
delegation of social educators. She 
helped in an orphanage, falling in 
love with the 180 kids.

“I did not expect to love the 
country, to love the children so 
much and find my life calling,” 
she said.

“I fell in love with the beautiful 
people, their warmth and hospitali-
ty, as well as the breathtaking land-
scapes of Kazakhstan. I love that 
people enjoy spending time with 
their family and friends, love to 

laugh, sing and dance. I love that 
most Kazakh people also love the 
beautiful nature all around them 
and enjoy spending time out in na-
ture,” she added.

Charbonneau subsequently 
came to Taraz every year through 
the non-profit Interlink Resources, 
an American charity. She moved to 
the city in 2009 to work in orphan-
ages and children’s camps.

She noted she did not realise the 
changes happening in children’s 
lives through their efforts. The 
youngsters still needed more sup-
port, life skills and the need for a 
home environment.

Turnock, her colleague and 
friend, shared Charbonneau’s vi-
sion and plans. Their dreams trig-

gered building Kamkor Zhurek 
and ensuring the kids will have a 
chance for a better future.

Charbonneau sees the ways the 
children quickly progress. They 
speak Kazakh, Russian and Eng-
lish and are very bright.

“I also saw mothers growing 
and learning. We had one mother 
who came in and lived with us; she 
was not in very good shape in the 
beginning. She visited the U.S. to 
have surgery because she had se-
vere scoliosis, a hump and cleft 
lip,” she said.

“Now she knows how to take 
care of her son, has better parenting 
skills, rents an apartment and has a 
job. She thinks about her son’s fu-
ture prospects, his education and 
job opportunities. Before, all she 
kept thinking about was ensuring 
her son had food to eat,” she added.

She also spoke about a mother 
and her young son with Down syn-
drome.

“He came when he was eight 
months old with his mother and 
they lived together at a property. 
She was afraid for her son before. 
Now he is 2.5-years old, he is very 
talkative and loves to go for a 
walk. His mother thinks of him as 
a precious child and knows he is a 
true gift,” said Charbonneau.

In the orphanage, she had been 
discouraged from getting a job and 
taking care of her son.

“Recently, she got a job and a 
new apartment. We helped with 

little things to make the house a bit 
sweeter and warmer. She still vis-
its us six days a week. I love seeing 
them grow. This is the most impor-
tant thing – contributing to their 
better future,” she said.

Charbonneau said American cul-
ture differs in some ways, as peo-
ple there believe one person can 
make a huge difference and indi-
viduals try to work together to help 
each other. People believe that to-
gether they can make an impact.

Kamkor Zhurek is full and in 
need of expansion. Fund leaders 
plan to move the day programme 
and rent a different building where 
they can accept more mothers and 
children.

“We want to make it a family 
centre, welcoming families that 
either have children with disabili-
ties or single parents that are strug-
gling in making an income and 
finding resources,” she said.

Charbonneau also organised 
a visit to the U.S for surgery for 
young girls Natasha and Saule and 
accompanied them there.

“Those were very successful 
and the doctors in a hospital all 
volunteered and donated their ser-
vices. We had host families there 
as well,” she added.

Charbonneau noted doctors 
came to Almaty to conduct master 
classes and work with some doc-
tors and patients. Similarly, the 
Kazakh medical staff traveled to 
the U.S.

“Now, we hope to bring Dr. Dar-
rin Hubert and his colleague, anes-
thesiologists and surgical nurses to 
Kazakhstan. They are donating all 
their services. We just need to raise 
funds for their plane tickets. It is 
all they want,” she said.

The doctors plan to perform sur-
geries on some children from the 
orphanages and low-income fami-
lies. The medical exchange will 
help more people in Kazakhstan 
have a better future, she feels.

Kamkor Zhurek was nominated 
in 2016 and 2017 for the Altyn 
Zhurek (Golden Heart) national 
award, an annual honour presented 
to charities for their contributions 
to Kazakhstan.

“We won the award in 2017. It 
was amazing because there were 
many great people and organisa-
tions who were doing considerable 
things for Kazakhstan. Although 
we are a small project, it was big 
surprise and honour to be up there 
and meet many incredible people,” 
said Charbonneau.

She believes social issues must 
be addressed with a common ef-
fort.

“If we work together, we can 
make a difference. I want to see 
Kazakhstan on the leading edge of 
how it cares about the life of each 
citizen,” she added.

For more information, one can 
visit j127ranch.org and follow the 
fund on Facebook and Instagram 
@kamkorzhurek.

Victoria Charbonneau
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Kazakh state healthcare programme 
services, contributions expanding

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Contributions for 
compulsory social health insur-
ance totalled more than 80.6 bil-
lion tenge (US$233 million) for 
a one-year period, said Social 
Health Insurance Fund Chairper-
son Yelena Bakhmutova at a July 
17 meeting. The figure covers ap-
proximately six million individu-
als, including 553,560 employees.

This year, the Mandatory Social 
Health Insurance Fund will also 
provide guaranteed free medical 
care. The medical benefits pack-
age will be provided in advance 
and within the limits of the fund’s 
annual revenues.

“The fund works as an opera-
tor of the free medical care pro-
gramme and interacts with sup-
pliers through budget transfers. A 

total of 924 billion tenge (US$2 
billion) was allocated to this pro-
gramme,” she said.

The operator is not fully funded 
and all finances received for the 
year will be used to purchase med-
ical services.

“There is a need to pay the con-
tribution and deductions to be-
come a participant in the social 
health insurance system. An indi-
vidual will receive a medical bene-
fits package and has equal rights to 
receive medical assistance despite 
the amount of contributions,” she 
added.

Citizens can get free check-ups 
including computerised tomogra-
phy, magnetic resonance imaging 
and laboratory tests and planned 
hospitalisations. Preventive exam-
inations and sanatorium treatments 
are also included.

A new model of the free medical 

care and compulsory social health 
insurance system will be launched 
in 2020, said Minister of Health-
care Yelzhan Birtanov. He present-
ed new services to the list of free 
medical care and medical benefits 
package under the compulsory so-
cial health insurance system.

“A package of free medical 
services will be provided for all 
citizens, permanent residents and 
oralmans (ethnic Kazakhs who 
have immigrated back to Kazakh-
stan since its independence). The 
services not included in the list of 
free medical care will be available 
for social health insurance system 
participants,” he said.

The free medical care includes 
emergency ambulances, sanitary 
aviation, primary healthcare and 
emergency and palliative care.

More than six million people 
took part in healthy lifestyle events 

in the first six months of the year. 
Approximately 1.5 million people, 
or 91 percent of the planned vol-
ume, were involved in population 
screening. Vaccination coverage 
reached 95.2 percent.

“We continue to work to attract 
investment in the healthcare sec-
tor. The investments increased 
by 63 percent compared with the 
same period last year. The largest 
amount of extra-budgetary invest-
ments was attracted to sanatori-
ums by 41 percent, hospitals and 
specialised clinics by 21 percent,” 
said Birtanov.

Thirty public-private partnership 
projects were executed in January-
June. Sixty-five contracts worth 35 
billion tenge (US$101 million) are 
being implemented in 2016-2018.

Paper-free medical records were 
launched in all regions.

Astana marks Nelson Mandela’s 100th 
birthday with charitable acts

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – The Mimioriya De-
velopment Centre, partnering with 
the South African Embassy in the 
city, marked the centenary of anti-
apartheid leader Nelson Mande-
la’s birth July 18 with acts of char-
ity. As part of the event, children 
from orphanages and low-income 
families became acquainted with 
South African culture.

South African Ambassador Kei-
tumetse Seipelo Thandeka Mat-
thews announced the celebration.

“Today, I am wearing traditional 
clothing that belongs to the Man-
dela tribe. In fact, there are many 
tribes in South Africa, and I come 
here in the traditional clothing [of 
one of them],” she said.

The youngsters joined in a flash 
mob, participated in master class-
es on beadwork and cooking with 
a South African chef, played na-
tional games and attended a disco.

Matthews noted Mandela’s love 
for children and quoted him in her 
welcoming speech.

“Mandela always said our chil-
dren are the rock on which our 
future will be built, our greatest 
asset as a nation. They will be the 
leaders of our country, the crea-
tors of our national wealth who 

care for and protect our people,” 
she noted.

“It always gives me great 
pleasure to be surrounded by 
the beautiful children of our 
land. Whenever I am with ener-
getic young people such as your-
selves I feel like a recharged bat-
tery, confident that our country 
can look forward to great things. 
You are the future of this coun-
try – you are the people who will 

lead us into the next century,” 
she said.

Matthews provided the guests 
with a bit of history.

“Mandela was the first President 
of South Africa to be elected un-
der the new constitution and one 
of the most famous fighters for the 
free society in which all persons 
live together in harmony and with 
equal opportunities. From an early 
age, he believed all people are the 

same regardless of their colour, 
race, ethnic group or religion,” 
she added.

She ended with her wishes and 
advice.

“It is important to go to school, 
work hard and get a quality edu-
cation. Mandela’s famous quote 
stated education is the most pow-
erful weapon which you can use to 
change the world,” she said.

Mandela was born July 18, 1918 
in the village of Mvezo in Umtata. 
In November 2009, the United 
Nations General Assembly de-
clared July 18 as Nelson Mandela 
International Day.

Rather than hold an official 
event dedicated to Mandela’s 
100th birthday, the South African 
government proclaimed July 18 
as the National Day of Service in 
honour of the leader who valued 
those who changed other people’s 
lives for the better, said the South 
African embassy press service.

The South African government 
inspired representatives of all na-
tions, groups and corporations to 
devote their time to serving others 
by doing something to benefit lo-
cal communities. Each person has 
the opportunity and the duty to 
change the world for the better, to 
add value and force for change, it 
added.

Nelson Mandela day. 
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Sergek video surveillance system 
detects unlicensed drivers

Staff Report

ASTANA – Since the beginning of 
the year, the Sergek video surveillance 
system has helped to detect 30 drivers 
whose licenses had been revoked, ac-
cording to the press service of Astana 
Department of Internal Affairs.

“These criminal offences are in 
many cases detected by police offic-
ers using a system of CCTV cameras. 
The Criminal Code of Kazakhstan 
establishes criminal liability for driv-
ing a car without license and in a state 
of alcoholic, narcotic and/or intoxica-
tion,” the report said.

Since the beginning of the Sergek 
project, 467 million tenge (US$1.35 
million) has been provided to the 
capital budget and approximately 
one billion tenge (US$2.89 million) 
still has to be received on fines al-
ready levied , said Alisher Abdykady-
rov, head of Astana’s investment and 
business development department.

Earlier this month, members of 
the Astana maslikhat (city admin-

istration) amended the state obli-
gations in the implementation of 
the Sergek project. The document 
provides for reducing state obliga-
tions by more than one billion tenge 
(US$2.89 million).

“We submit for your consideration 
the question on reducing state obliga-
tions. In general, these funds would 
not have been paid, that is, we would 
have seen from audited statements 
(reporting on the financial position of 
the company, its activities and chang-
es based on accounting data), that 
in fact these expenses were not in-
curred, respectively, the state budget, 
the local budget would not bear these 
costs,” Abdykadyrov said.

The maslikhat members voted 
unanimously July 20, 2017 for the 
decision to install 13,000 cameras in 
the capital under the public-private 
partnership (PPP) programme. The 
cost of the project was set at 8.4 bil-
lion tenge (US$24.3 million) with 
a contract period of six years and 
seven months.

Citizens to re-register land 
when renouncing citizenship

Staff Report

ASTANA – Kazakh citizens will 
have to re-register land when re-
nouncing their citizenship, the Akmo-
la region’s Regional Communication 
Service announced as a reminder of 
Kazakhstan’s land code standards.

Citizenship renunciation is a citi-
zen’s statutory right to end his or her 
relationship with the state of national-
ity in a prescribed manner. In Kazakh-
stan, it is realised on a voluntary basis.

Kazakhstan’s land code was adopt-
ed in June 2003 as part of its econom-
ic reforms and was last reviewed for 
amendments in 2016.

According to the law, Kazakh citi-
zens’ private property may include 
land plots for the management of a 
peasant or agrarian economy, person-
al subsidiary husbandry, afforestation, 
gardening, individual housing and 
suburban construction. It may also in-
clude land plots granted for building 
construction or built-up by production 
and non-production, including resi-
dential buildings and their complexes.

Article 23 of Kazakhstan’s land 
code states that upon citizenship re-
nunciation by a citizen who is the 
owner of a land plot granted for the 
management of the aforementioned 

activities, the property right shall be 
subject to alienation or reissuance.

“Land plots located in the border 
zone of Kazakhstan’s state border 
cannot be owned by foreigners, state-
less persons, Kazakh citizens married 
to foreigners or stateless persons, for-
eign legal entities and Kazakh legal 
entities with foreign participation,” 
according to the Akmola region’s De-
partment of Domestic Policy.

It should be noted that upon a Ka-
zakh citizen’s marriage with a for-
eigner or stateless person, the owner-
ship of land plots located in the border 
zone and frontier zone of Kazakh-
stan’s state border shall be subject to 
re-registration or alienation in accord-
ance with Article 66 of Kazakhstan’s 
land code.

Article 66 concerns the rights 
and obligations of land plots’ own-
ers who may not have rights to that 
land. It states that if a person accrues 
the right to a land plot, which he or 
she may not have, this right shall 
be alienated within three months 
or it must be officially re-registered 
within the specified time limit.

In case of the non-fulfillment 
of these requirements, the akimat 
(city administration) shall file a 
claim for the return of the land plot 
at its location.
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Atameken discusses prospects of affordable tourism
By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – Enjoyable vaca-
tions are respites appreciated by 
all. To accommodate travelers, 
priorities of developing tourism 
infrastructure needs to consider 
the viewpoints of local industry 
associations, residents and entre-
preneurs, and government projects 
must facilitate affordable, cost-ef-
fective and comfortable getaways, 
said Chair of Atameken National 
Chamber of Entrepreneurs Timur 
Kulibayev.

He recently discussed the is-
sues surrounding domestic and in-
bound tourism, as well as support 
for tourism businesses, with Vice 
Minister of Culture and Sports 
Erlan Kozhagapanov and CEO of 
Kazakh Tourism Rashid Kuzem-
bayev.

“The government allocates huge 
funds for improving infrastructure 
and promoting the country’s brand. 
The task is to ensure that funds are 
allocated efficiently and the ulti-
mate goal is to ensure citizens can 
get active leisure and affordable 
vacations,” said Kulibayev.

The state budget has allocated 
140 billion tenge (US$406.8 mil-
lion) in the coming years for infra-
structure development.

“It is essential to consider the 
infrastructure development in a 
complex. Infrastructure has to be 

modernised and expanded every-
where: roads, sewerage, heating 
systems and the number of hotels, 
leisure centres and sanatoria and 
clinics have to match every taste 
and budget. The availability of 
modern treatment facilities plays 
a pivotal role. The influx of tour-
ists into Burabai, for example, may 
undermine the region’s environ-
ment,” he added.

Kulibayev also called on gov-
ernment representatives to con-
sider residents’ and entrepreneurs’ 
opinions in creating tourist maps. 
The map recently presented by 
Minister of Culture and Sports Ar-
ystanbek Mukhamediuly includes 

62 tourist destinations and facili-
ties, 46 active and 16 new. The 
criteria for choosing the locations 
were potential tourist growth and 
the objects’ uniqueness, as well as 
their historical and cultural signifi-
cance.

“The vacations have to be com-
fortable and affordable; it is im-
portant to consider where people 
can have a rest with children. De-
veloping cost-effective tourism 
both for longer holidays and week-
end holidays are needed,” he said.

Locals typically know the best 
spots for a rest and those which 
need improved infrastructure, he 
noted.

“Another important aspect is to 
develop year-round leisure oppor-
tunities for tourists. There is also a 
need to develop cultural, pilgrim-
age adventures and eco-tourism at 
the sacred places of Kazakh cultur-
al heritage. Ulytau, Turkestan and 
Bayanaul are unique places where 
academics, military commanders 
and other honoured Kazakh fig-
ures come from,” he added.

The mechanism for developing 
mass tourism is creating an open 
sky.

“Developing domestic and in-
bound tourism requires increas-
ing flight frequencies of low-cost 
carriers. Air Astana, for instance, 
provides high-level service but at 
a very high price. It is necessary to 
improve citizens’ mobility. Leisure 
and cultural amenities have to be 
accessible regardless of income 
size, residence place and social 
status,” said Kulibayev.

In addition, plans to ease the visa 
policy by introducing electronic 
visas should minimise communi-
cation with officials and potential 
corruption.

Kulibayev noted the mecha-
nisms will substantially increase 
the country’s cash flow and tour-
ism development.

“Kazakhstan’s tourism potential, 
the geographical position and cul-
tural heritage, have to be utilised to 
the full,” he said.

Hiking in Almaty. 
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Tanbaly archaeological 
site opens tourist zone 

with Bronze Age 
petroglyphs

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The United Na-
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) in conjunction with the 
Kazakh government has opened 
a reception area at the Tanbaly 
(also Tamgaly) historic and ar-
chaeological site for tourists and 
guests to view 3,000-year old ar-
tefacts.

The open-air museum is in the 
Ile-Balkhash zone, the pilot terri-
tory of the UNDP project to con-
serve desert ecosystems. The cen-
tre is in the Zhambyl district of the 
Almaty region

“The opening of the reception 
area will help increase the flow of 
people visiting this unique place, 
giving them the opportunity to 
learn more about the history of Ka-
zakhstan and to be inspired to pre-
serve treasures abandoned by their 
ancestors – not only the petro-
glyphs themselves, but also nature 
with its flora and fauna,” noted the 
UNDP press service.

The Tanbaly archaeological 
complex has been included among 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-

tion’s (UNESCO) World Cultural 
Heritage Sites since 2004, as some 
of its most valuable artefacts are 
the petroglyphs, images carved 
into natural rock formations. The 
site has more than 5,000 petro-
glyphs, most belonging to the 
Middle Bronze Age and presum-
ably directly related to the inter-
tribal sanctuary. Their composition 
is unique and has no equals in the 
world.

Tanbaly also has dozens of other 
monuments such as settlements, 
cemeteries, altars and quarries 
from different epochs.

The tourist zone was established 
as part of the project called “En-
hancing the sustainability of the 
system of specially protected areas 
in desert ecosystems through the 
promotion of biodiversity-com-
patible livelihoods in and around 
protected areas,” noted the release. 
The UNDP global environment 
fund and the Committee of For-
estry and Wildlife of the Kazakh 
Ministry of Agriculture support 
the project.

UN and UNESCO regional rep-
resentatives, as well as the chair-
man of the committee attended the 
opening ceremony.
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Kazakhstan to create list of travel agencies 
qualified to assist international travelers

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s Travel 
Agencies Association and Turis-
tik Kamkor Corporate Fund plan 
to create a list of travel agencies 
qualified to assist Kazakhstan citi-
zens experiencing emergency situ-
ations while traveling abroad.

The list will be finished by the end 
of the summer and will be available 
on the website of the corporate fund.

There is a state register of travel 
agencies which has requirements 
for all travel agencies. However, 

the requirements are not enough, 
according to Zhandos Bimaganbe-
tov, deputy chairman of the Com-
mittee for Tourism Industry under 
Ministry of Culture and Sports.

“At the moment, we are working 
on requirements for travel agen-
cies to guarantee their proper oper-
ation without any deception. First 
of all, we will differentiate licenses 
for travel agencies in the field of 
inbound and outbound tourism,” 
Bimaganbetov said, highlighting 
that one of the main criteria will be 
the conscientiousness and quality 
of travel agencies’ operations.

Companies that have joined the 
fund give each tourist a unique 
tour code, which can be used for 
emergency assistance abroad dur-
ing his trip. The companies pay 
for joining the fund. According 
to Kazakh legislation on tourism 
activities, travel agencies have to 
submit a bank guarantee for 5,000 
and 15,000 Monthly Calculation 
Indexes (MCI).

The fund members are obliged 
to pay 0.5 MCI for each tourist 
sent.

“This industry should be taken 
seriously. If the company does not 

have enough money to provide a 
bank guarantee, it means that it 
does not have enough money to be 
a travel agency and to re-buy the 
product from a stronger player in 
the market,” said President of the 
Association of Tourist Agencies 
Assel Nurkebayeva.

More than 380,000 codes have 
been issued since the fund was es-
tablished Nov. 7, 2016. The fund 
has collected more than 400 million 
tenge (US$1.16 million). All mon-
ey is accumulated in an account in 
national currency and can be used 
only for the intended purposes.

Kazakh President visits Burabai, reviews tourism development
Staff Report

ASTANA – Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev visited 
tourist attractions in Burabai July 
11. He reviewed the development 
of the region’s tourism cluster and 
noted the importance of promoting 
Kazakh tourism potential.

Nazarbayev said Borovoye Re-
sort is an important tourism area 
and can be more popular with 
additional development. He also 
stressed that it is not the only place 

in Kazakhstan with the potential to 
increase tourism.

The head of state pointed to sev-
eral zones that will be given spe-
cial attention. These are Imantau, 
Bayanaul, Turkestan, Almaty re-
gion, Charyn Canyon, Alakol and 
the Caspian Sea coast.

“Turkestan is a unique place; we 
will build the city and develop it 
quickly. It has to be a good tourist 
centre. Approximately 1.5 million 
tourists visit Turkestan and with 
good infrastructure, this number 
can be doubled,” said Nazarbayev.

“The Almaty region’s ski re-
sort needs improvements, there 
are ideas, projects and opportuni-
ties. Almaty has Charyn Canyon, 
we have to tell about its beauty. 
Charyn Canyon leaves a lasting 
impression for every visitor,” he 
added.

“There will be subsidies for 
tourism facilities. Tourists can be 
attracted by competitive prices. 
We have to attach importance to 
this economic sector,” he added.

Nazarbayev noted that the main 
task is to create recreational places 

inside the country where citizens 
can witness the beauty of Kazakh-
stan’s nature.

First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Askar Mamin, Minister of 
Culture and Sport Arystan-
bek Mukhamediuly and Akim 
(Governor) of the Akmola region 
Malik Murzalin reported on plans 
on the implementation of the 
Tourist Kazakhstan programme 
and subsequent development of 
the Shchuchinsk-Borovoye re-
sort zone.

The Promenade Burabai tourist 

site in the Shchuchinsk-Borovoye 
resort zone will include apart-
ments, townhouses, business 
premises and a congress centre.

The Visit Centre tourism com-
plex includes thematic muse-
ums, a 5D cinema and a display 
of the animals living in Burabai 
National Park and those brought 
from abroad. Visitors also can get 
detailed information about the re-
gional flora and fauna.

The head of state was also 
briefed on new sports and tourist 
facilities to conduct training ses-

sions, training camps and competi-
tions in Shchuchinsk.

The national skiing base, in ad-
dition, includes a ski stadium, a 
shooting range, an indoor sports 
complex with a swimming pool 
and training halls, facilities for 
jumping from a ski jump and ad-
ministrative buildings.

The President also stressed the 
importance of training special-
ists to upgrade tourism services. 
He called on regional leaders and 
potential investors to participate in 
developing Kazakh tourism.
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Saduakassova became 
a United Nations 
Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) national 
goodwill ambassador 
last year and the 
events are among her 
activities in the post.

Kazakh boxers win gold at Brandenburg  
Youth Cup boxing tournament in Frankfurt

Staff Report

ASTANA – The Kazakh box-
ing team took first place at the 
July 3-8 Brandenburg Youth Cup 
in Frankfurt, Germany. The team 
won seven gold, one silver and 
one bronze medals.

The first gold was won by light 
flyweight Makhmud Sabyrkhan 
(49 kg), who secured a 3:2 victory 
over Adam Hession in the final.

Beybars Zheksen won the gold 
medal in the up to 56 kg catego-
ry, defeating Ireland’s John Paul 
Hale.

Another gold was obtained by 
Rakhat Seitzhan, defeating Alex-
andr Rodionov from Belarus in 
the 60 kg category.

Kazakh light welterweight Tal-
gat Shaiken (64 kg) also collected 
a gold medal by a unanimous deci-
sion 5:0 in a bout against Russian 
Andrey Chunikhin.

Yermakhan Zhakpenov (69 kg) 
won a silver medal, losing to Ar-

tur Demin from Russia in the final 
match.

Nurbek Oralbay in 75 kg cat-
egory failed to make the finals and 
won a bronze medal. His opponent 
Alexandr Sheshunov from Russia 
advanced to the final and won a 
gold medal.

In the 81 kg category, the gold 
medal was awarded to Sagyndyk 
Togambay, who defeated boxer 
from Belarus Alexey Alferov in 
two rounds.

Aibek Oralbay, who was named 
the best boxer in heavyweight 
(91 kg) category, also won a gold 
medal. His opponent Daniil Du-
brovskii from Russia refused to 
continue their bout after the sec-
ond round.

The last gold medal was secured 
by superweight (+91 kg) Damir 
Toybay, defeating 4:1 Russian 
boxer Damil Sharafutdinov.

The tournament was organised 
by the German Boxing Associa-
tion and Amateur Boxing Associa-
tion of Land Brandenburg.

FC Astana beat Montenegro’s champion 
in first UEFA Champions League match

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA — Kazakhstan’s FC 
Astana recently beat FK Sutjeska 
from Montenegro 1:0 in the first 
match of the UEFA Champions 
League qualifier.

The Montenegro team started 
strong and were good on offence. 
However, several attacks by the 
Astana team resulted in a goal in 
the 29th minute. The referee as-
signed a penalty shot that was 
made by Astana defender Roman 
Murtazayev.

Astana continued to attack but 
was unable to increase their lead.

“Football is a real pleasure once 
goals are scored. If we had scored 
and additional one or two goals, the 
mood would have been much bet-
ter. I agree that there were the mo-
ments when our footballers were 
inefficient at the end of the match, 
and it means a lot. We do not have 
reasons to be sad. We should thank 
God for the victory. Such matches 
can end up differently. It could 
happen that the opponent scores 
a goal, which is worse. However, 

our team managed to score a goal, 
won and estimated the opponent 
[correctly]. We will be prepared 
for the next match much better. So, 
we meet tomorrow with our heads 
held high,” said Roman Grigor-
chuk, head trainer of FC Astana.

“The thing is that our team won. 

Everyone expected that we would 
score 3-4 goals, but it is the Cham-
pions League and each team tries 
its best to win. For us, of course, it 
is important that we have won and 
did not let the opponent score a 
goal. I think that we will leave for 
Montenegro for a difficult match, 

and hope that we will advance,” 
said Antonio Rukavina, Serb de-
fender of FC Astana.

On July 18, FC Astana will have 
a return match against FK Sutjeska 
in Montenegro. If Astana wins, 
they will play Danish FC Midtjyl-
land in the second round.

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 p
ro

sp
or

ts
.k

z

Continued from Page B1

The fifth edition of the tourna-
ment brought together 250 of the 
world’s chess elite from 24 coun-
tries. The participants’ ages ranged 
from 14 to 50.

“Such tournaments allow sport-
speople to show themselves and 
present their countries. Kazakhstan 
was represented for the third time 
and I’m glad to hear that interna-
tional grandmasters see strong 
competitors in Kazakh chess play-
ers,” said Saduakassova.

She added she intends to fulfil 
the promise to enter the top five 
strongest female players and bring 
the chess crown to Kazakhstan.

After the tournament, Sadu-
akassova visited Aktau to par-
ticipate in the children and youth 
event committed to preserving 
the memory of prominent Kazakh 
chess player Lazar Yelmukhan-
betov, as well as conduct master 
classes and play with tournament 
members.

“The chess tournament came 
to its successful end. Lazar Yel-
mukhanbetov was always aspir-
ing to develop chess in the region 
and in the country. He always sup-
ported the youth and had a dream 
to conduct a tournament in Aktau. 
His dream came true,” she said.

Saduakassova became a Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) national goodwill am-
bassador last year and the events 

are among her activities in the 
post.

“It is a great honour and a huge 
responsibility to be UNICEF’s 
national goodwill ambassador. 
To follow in the footsteps of 
Batyrkhan Shukenov (her prede-
cessor) and avoid any mistakes are 
quite difficult tasks, but also am-
bitious ones. There is lots of work 
ahead. Unfortunately, child abuse 
and disregard for children’s rights 
are quite widespread in our coun-
try,” she said.

“As a goodwill ambassador, I 
want children, youth and adults to 
see the opposite side of life – light, 
hope and the pursuit of a better 
life. It includes not only charitable 
work and contributions, but also 
direct engagement with children. I 
want them to know that they have 
a friend who hears their thoughts 
and dreams, as well as tries to help 
them,” she added.

Dinara Saduakassova

Chess champion 
Saduakassova ranks 
11th among world’s 
top female players

Astana Pro Team’s Fraile wins  
Tour de France stage

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov 

ASTANA – Astana Pro Team’s 
Spanish cyclist Omar Fraile won 
the 14th stage of the Tour de 
France. He was the first to finish the 
188-km stage between Saint-Paul-
Trois-Châteaux and Mende.

Fraile finished in 4 hours, 41 
minutes, 57 seconds. France’s Ju-

lian Alaphilippe, riding for Quick-
Step Floors, was six seconds be-
hind for second place. Belgian 
Jasper Stuyven, of Trek-Segafredo, 
had the same result. The win was 
Astana Pro Team’s first in this 
year’s race.

“It was wonderful, unbeliev-
able! I cannot believe it! I had a 
dream to win a Tour de France 
stage and now it has been reached! 

A year ago I won the Giro d’Italia 
stage and I had the same suc-
cess at the Tour de France. I’ve 
started to feel myself well since 
yesterday and I was motivated to 
win the stage. I knew it would be 
very difficult, mainly because of 
the size of our team. During the 
final climb there was a crosswind; 
however, I attacked and put 100 
percent out to get an edge and did 

not let opponents get out ahead,” 
said Fraile.

The day was a difficult one for 
the Astana cyclists, as the team and 
the nation mourned the death of Ka-
zakh figure skater Denis Ten. The 
2014 Olympic bronze medallist 
was fatally stabbed July 19 and, in 
his memory, the cyclists rode with 
mourning buttons on their sleeves.

“The day was hard, for our 
thoughts were about Denis. Our cy-
clists started the race with black but-
tons on their sleeves. We had lots of 
our thoughts about Denis, remem-
bering him. I knew him in person; he 
was an open, nice and well brought-
up guy. It is terrible to lose such 
young and brilliant people. It is a 
day of mourning for the entire sport. 
Today’s victory by our team was the 
only thing that we could do at the 
Tour de France in memory of our 
compatriot Denis Ten,” said team 
manager and London Olympics gold 
medallist Alexander Vinokourov.

The Tour de France, the world’s 
most famous and prestigious bi-
cycle race, has been held for more 
than 100 years. It started on July 7 
in Vendée and will finish July 29 
on Paris’ Champs Elysees. British 
racer and Sky Team member Ge-
raint Thomas is the overall classi-
fication leader, followed by fellow 
Brit Christopher Froome and Dutch 
racer Tom Dumoulin.
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The snow leopard mural located at 187 Street in Astana.

Continued from Page B1

Astana Hub, for instance, is 
ready to accept and support en-
trepreneurs who can positively 
impact regional development, it 
added.

Speakus, from Gorey, Ireland, 
was awarded second place for its 
innovative solution for conducting 
multilingual events and conferenc-
es through a cloud-based interpre-
tation delivery platform.

Smart Zapravka (fueling) app 
from the Kazakh capital captured 
the third spot by targeting drivers 
and providing them with a new 
way to find cheaper fuel and the 
best service at gas stations through 
online payment and pre-ordering.

The remaining startups included 
AIR (advance in robotics), a mo-
bile app for programming robots, 
and assistent.kz, an electronic ser-
vice targeted at small and medium-
sized enterprises that substitutes 
for an accountant by generating 
reports and calculating taxes.

KazMotor provides a market-
place to sell spare car parts. Lin-
guaHub is a marketplace for online 
and self-education courses as well 
as customer relationship manage-
ment for schools.

The Zumcare mobile app con-
nects patients and doctors and 
provides transparency through 
available reviews and rankings. 
Podpishi Online (sign online) 
provides the ability to sign agree-

ments quickly and remotely. 
Egistic is an information and 
analytical platform for crop field 
monitoring and precision farming 
through online services.

The event was organised by 
Seedstars World local ambassador 
and MOST Business Incubator Di-
rector Alim Khamitov with local 
partners Astana Hub and Zerde, 
the national infocommunication 
company.

Seedstars World’s mission is to 
impact people’s lives in emerg-
ing markets through technology 
and entrepreneurship, particularly 
addressing the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. Its next stop 
is Ulaanbaatar to select the best 
startup in Mongolia.

Seedstars Astana awards  
WebTotem as best Kazakh startup

Cash-for-trash programme 
pays residents for recyclables

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Astana residents are 
able to earn cash for bringing their 
waste to one of nine waste collec-
tion points, reported the Astana 
Akimat (city administration) press 
service.

Astana Clean Time company has 
been running the Zhasyl Tandau 
(green choice in Kazakh) initiative 
since the beginning of this year. The 
Kazakh capital produces approxi-
mately 300,000 tonnes of solid do-
mestic waste annually.

The collection points are set up 
near residential complexes, such as 
Northern Lights at 5 Dostyk Street, 
Dostar, Dostar-2 and Dostar-3 com-
plexes at Mustafina Street, Arman 
Kala at 11 Uly Dala Avenue, Edem 
Palace at 66 Kenessary Street as 
well as Shapagat market located at 
69 Bogenbai Batyr Avenue.

“We came up with the idea to 
install such collection sites in the 
beginning of this year. We studied 
the experience of other countries in 
introducing waste sorting and opted 
for the Japanese case. We have a 
person at each point who collects 
waste from people according to a 
price list. We employ mostly from 

socially vulnerable groups of popu-
lation, pensioners and people with 
disabilities,” said Astana Clean 
Time Director Timur Ismagulov.

The eco points receive waste pa-
per, cans, multi-colour and trans-
parent cellophanes and glass items. 
People dropping off their waste at 
the collection points can earn be-
tween 20 tenge (US$0.058) and 70 
tenge (US$0.2) for a kilogramme 
depending on the type of waste.

“We have nine sites across the 
city so far. Approximately 500 kilo-
grammes are collected every day at 
one eco point. We also purchased 
five eco cars that take the waste 
from the sites to a base site near the 
‘Shanghai’ market. All waste is be-
ing recycled there. Those products 
that we do not recycle are sent to 
Almaty or Petropavlovsk,” said Is-
magulov.

Most common items are paper 
cartons and bottles, he added. The 
company plans to expand the list of 
waste types they collect and set up 
22 more points in the Kazakh capi-
tal.

The Zhasyl Tandau project is part 
of Astana’s recent efforts to protect 
the environment, develop a compre-
hensive waste collection and man-
agement system and stimulate waste 

recycling culture among residents, 
which is currently at its lowest.

The city akimat is installing 6,275 
yellow containers at 2,070 container 
sites across Astana as part of a pilot 
project meant to organise the two-
fraction, dry and wet, separate col-
lection of solid household waste.

The yellow containers will be 
used to collect the dry fraction of 
recyclable solid household waste, 
such as metal, plastic, paper and 
glass.

Explaining the city’s initiative to 
set up such containers, Astana Akim 
(Mayor) Asset Issekeshev cited the 
European experience in waste sort-
ing.

“Many European countries are 
now shifting away from sorting 
waste in four containers, because 
it is very difficult. It is also difficult 
to keep four bins at home,” said Is-
sekeshev in July.

While yellow containers are 
meant for dry waste, green contain-
ers will be used to collect food, or-
ganic and other non-recyclable solid 
household waste.

“The most difficult thing now is 
to explain to people that yellow con-
tainers are for dry waste and green 
are for wet waste. This will make 
our city cleaner,” he said.

Street artists bring life to Astana’s houses, connect people to art

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – The Kazakh capi-
tal will host Urban Street Art Fest 
July 16-30, bringing street artists 
to paint the façades of houses. 
Eight murals, two of which are 
still in process, will transform the 
city landscape to reflect national 
themes. 

The festival is a continuation of 
a pilot project run by the city’s Sar-
yarka district Akimat (administra-
tion) last year, said Olga Veselova, 
deputy director of the Eurasian Cul-
tural Alliance, the event organiser, 

in an interview with The Astana 
Times. 

The goal is to popularise contem-
porary street art and connect people 
to art, as well as promote young and 
talented street artists.

“This was not our initiative. We 
were approached by the Saryarka 
district akimat to bring art to urban 
space. Last year we decided to try, 
because Astana had not had murals 
before,” she said.

The first mural appeared in June 
2017 on a four-storey house at 1 
Beitbishilik Street near the Yessil 
River embankment. DOXA Art-
group from Kyrgyzstan recreated 

a postcard photo taken by Nikolai 
Chernysh in the 1970s depicting a 
young man and woman in tradition-
al Kazakh clothing riding horses.

The project, which helped the 
organisers understand the reaction 
and get feedback, was a “successful 
experiment,” noted Veselova. 

“The British Council organised 
the conference about creative in-
dustries, where a British fashion 
observer said that the best thing 
she saw in Astana was this mural 
art. We realised we needed to do it 
again,” she said. 

The idea for the fest coincided 
with the capital’s 20th anniversary. 

“As we know, this year Astana is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary and 
it is important to capture this his-
tory and comprehend it with art,” 
she added. 

In April, the organisation an-
nounced an open call for sketches. 
During the month-long application 
period, 70 drawings were submitted 
by artists from Azerbaijan, Indone-
sia, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Poland, Russia, Spain and Ukraine. 

The participants were required to 
reflect local themes, including the 
nation’s history and culture. Some 
contacted the organisers for addi-
tional historical information, while 
others had previously visited the 
city. 

The selection process had three 
stages – expert council, including 
French, Ukraine and Kazakh cura-
tors, the local administration and 
the public. The council selected 26 
works, which were then judged by 
the akimat followed by online vot-
ing on Instagram and Facebook.

“In most cases, public opinion 
matched expert opinion. The expert 
council was set up to give Astana 
residents the chance to choose the 
best of the best. As professionals, 
they had to choose the works that 
had quality,” said Veselova.   

Though the public could only 
pick from the works selected by 
the council, one became an excep-
tion. The sketch depicting a snow 
leopard, one of the symbols of in-
dependent Kazakhstan, did not ad-
vance to the next phase, but quickly 
went viral after artist Damir Lotful-
lin posted it on his page. 

“City residents started writing 
they wanted bars [snow leopard]. 
Because of the reaction, we decid-

ed to add this sketch as well,” she 
added.

The decision to include the mural 
in the final list produced an unex-
pected, but positive effect. 

“There are places in Astana that 
are used to dry clothes. There [near 
the house where the mural was to be 
painted] was an old such place and 
a newer one. We have no right to de-
stroy anything, but the residents of 
that house collected signatures to re-
move this site, because it prevented 
one from seeing the mural. I believe 
this is a great effect of the festival, 
because art encouraged people to 
unite to solve the problem. Next 
time, it will be even easier for them 
to self-organise,” said Veselova. 

The search for locations was also 
challenging.  

“There is a certain urban devel-
opment strategy. Relevance is im-
portant, because you cannot pro-
duce a mural wherever you want. 
For instance, you could not imagine 
the mural featuring Saken Seifullin 
anywhere but on Seifullin Street. It 
should be site specific,” she said. 

“Working in a public place, it is 
important to make it understand-
able for everyone, even for an un-
prepared person, and it should not 
provoke protest or frustration or 
hurt one’s feelings,” she added. 

Murals are different from graf-
fiti, as the latter has an element of 
illegality.  

“Our project is completely le-
gal. Here, we refer to mural art that 
takes its roots in Argentina. During 
the revolution (in Argentina), art-
ists wanted to bring ideas of equal-
ity and enlightenment to the urban 
space and promote them with the 
help of art,” said Veselova. 

The festival also generates posi-
tive interaction between the local 
art community and foreign artists. 
With the growing demand for urban 
space development, art is one of the 
ways to encourage people to go to 
the streets. 

“To bring them [people] to the 
streets, the city should be interest-
ing and it should provoke emotions 
and what could generate emotions 
better than art, because mostly it is 
art that touches people’s hearts,” 
she added. 

Veselova said she is pleased the 
Saryarka district administration 
trusts them and listens to profes-
sionals. With her vast experience 
in art and working in other Kazakh 
cities, she noted the capital is dis-
tinct in its effort to understand and 
comprehend and its attitude inspir-
ing.  

“In fact, it is pleasant to work 
in Astana. I have worked in Al-
maty and Petropavlovsk. The 
public takes time to understand 
what you try to convey and does 
not reject it right away. Probably 
it is because the city is new and 
this spirit translated to people and 
something new for them is not re-
jection,” she said.  

The Eurasian Cultural Alliance 
has been organising festivals for 
nine years in Almaty, promoting 
street art, running education pro-
jects and coordinating many exhi-
bitions in Kazakhstan and abroad. 
Among its biggest projects are the  
Artbat Fest in Almaty, which is 
entering its ninth year, School of 
Artistic Gesture for young artists 
and four public art sculptures and 
four public places presented during 
EXPO 2017.

Food box delivery service makes 
healthy eating easy in Astana

By Aidana Yergaliyeva 

ASTANA – Kese.kz, a food box 
delivery service, launched two 
weeks ago in the capital. It offers 
customers daily, affordable meal 
kits with recipes that are both 
healthy and easy to prepare. The 
company sees the service as life 
changing for many residents.

Kese.kz offers a variety of items 
for those tired of the heavy Kazakh 
diet. It has approximately 60 inter-
national recipes, from Mexican 
nachos to Chinese stir fry, catego-
rised in accordance with the de-
mands of the pickiest client, such 
as Quick & Tasty, Exotic Spicy or 
No Meat, No Fish.

Although home delivery might 
be new to some urbanites, similar 
services like HelloFresh, Elemen-
taree and Adams Matkasse have 
been popular in developed coun-
tries for the past decade.

“I don’t have many customers at 
the moment, but those who have 
tried it give very positive feedback. 
I have some friends who have or-
dered from kese.kz already and 
they told me that they felt Jamie 
Oliver-ish while they were cook-
ing foreign food. They have kids 
who were very excited. They were 
running around the kitchen trying 
to help and curious about different 
tastes. So, it is a good thing. I like 
to bring this positivity and good 
feeling to our people,” said Kese.
kz founder Saule Kudaibergenova.

In addition to a fairly broad 
range of tasty and healthy food, 
customers save time and money. 
The individual purchase price is 
about the same as in supermarkets, 
with some dishes even cheaper. 
Barley risotto with chicken and 
mushrooms for two is 1,400 tenge 
(US$4).

Food box delivery also elimi-
nates the burden of time-wasting 
queues, transportation expenses 
and the universal problem of de-
ciding what to cook that will 
please each family member. Or-
ders should be made at least two 
days in advance and a few clicks 
or a phone call will deliver almost 
everything one needs right to his 
or her door step.

Kudaibergenova believes adopt-
ing healthy eating habits is an 
important factor in Kazakhstan’s 
modernisation. The meals com-

mon to Kazakh tables are often 
rather difficult to digest and food 
box delivery is seen as a perfect 
solution.

The variety adds more nutrients 
to the regular diet and benefits lo-
cals and foreigners. The former 
can prepare international foods of-
fered in restaurants without worry-
ing where to find good ingredients, 
while the latter can eliminate the 
problems of discovering reliable 
places to explain and buy the nec-
essary items. The procedure, in-
cluding the website, is available in 
Kazakh, Russian and English.

The ingredients are high quality 
and selected from suppliers based 
on reputation and certification and 
“people should not doubt what 
they are getting in their food box,” 
she said.

“That’s very important to me. 
I want kese.kz to be associated 
with the best quality food. I’ve 
researched the local market in 
Astana. I chose the suppliers that 
offer the best ingredients,” she 
added.

The company strives to use prod-
ucts from local markets as often as 
possible, which not only shows 
support for local businesses, but 
concern for the environment. Un-
like imported products, local items 
take less time and fuel to ship, re-
sulting in lower greenhouse gases. 

Clients have no doubt products 
will be fresh and organic.

Yet making that claim all the 
time is quite a challenge, especial-
ly for fruits and vegetables that are 
core ingredients for certain dishes. 
Kese.kz addresses the issue with 
seasonal menus.

“I use whatever vegetables are 
available now in Astana. In win-
ter, I use more frozen vegetables 
and meaty food that we like to eat 
during the winter. So, the menu 
changes and the quality of the in-
gredients will be impeccable, as 
this is very important to me,” said 
Kudaibergenova.

She also plans to build con-
trolled storage areas, which should 
produce non-interruptive supplies 
as the business grows.

Ten tenge (US$0.03) from every 
purchase is donated to charity, as 
Kese.kz is concerned with citi-
zens’ personal safety.

“I would like to bring better 
life to the people in Kazakhstan. 
It is appalling for me to see chil-
dren riding bikes without helmets. 
Each of us should contribute more 
for our safety. I know many kids 
and people in general are dying on 
roads in Kazakhstan. I don’t see 
people wearing reflective coats, 
bands that would make them vis-
ible on the roads for drivers,” she 
said.


