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Citigroup continues to invest 
in Kazakhstan, drive market 

share, revenue growth
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Citigroup, one of the 
first international banks to enter the 
Kazakh market, is marking its 25th 
anniversary in the country. It feels 
current conditions in Kazakhstan 
provide ample opportunities for large 
multinational corporations.

The Astana Times spoke exclu-
sively with Citi Chief Executive Of-
ficer for Europe, Middle East and Af-
rica (EMEA) James Cowles to learn 
about the bank’s priority areas and 
new initiatives in the region.

“Kazakhstan is an important mar-
ket for us. Over the years, we have 
succeeded in establishing our sub-
sidiary as a key player in the coun-
try’s banking industry, developed 
deep relationships with the govern-
ment and the largest local corpo-
rates and grew our capital base to 

over $400 million, so that we have 
become the leading foreign investor 
in the country outside of the com-
modities sector. Since early 2000, 
we have helped Kazakhstan’s issu-
ers raise more than $30 billion in 
financing,” he said.

The Citigroup franchise has es-
tablished itself as the most reliable 
corporate bank in the country and 
become the mainstay for the vast ma-
jority of international corporations 
operating in Kazakhstan. As of April, 
Citibank Kazakhstan ranks first in 
payment volumes, seventh among 
Kazakh banks in capital (142.03 bil-
lion tenge (US$414 million)) and 
11th by assets with a 30.1 billion 
tenge (US$87 million) increase since 
the beginning of the year.

Citigroup has branches in Almaty 
and the capital and representative of-
fices in Aktau and Atyrau.

Continued on Page A5 

Kazakhstan launches AIFC, seeks 
to become regional financial hub

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s ambi-
tious project to establish a financial 
services centre in Astana is now 
real, as the country launched July 
5 the Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC).

The new financial centre, in a 
new part of Astana where the city 
hosted EXPO 2017, is set to of-
fer financial services, including in 
financial technologies, Islamic fi-
nance, green finance, capital market 
and asset management.

The centre has a management 
council, a financial services regula-
tor, AIFC exchange, an independent 
financial court involving nine judges 
from the U.K. and the U.S., and an ar-
bitration centre, among other bodies.

Kazakh officials expect the cen-
tre to attract $40 billion of invest-
ments by 2025.

The AIFC is the brainchild of Ka-
zakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
who voiced the idea to set up the 
centre in 2015 with benefits offered 
to companies, an independent court 
and English common law principles 
incorporated in the work of the centre.

“The AIFC is a new chapter of in-
dependent Kazakhstan. Its launch is 
an important step in the steady and 
sustainable development of Kazakh-
stan,” Nazarbayev told a grandiose 

ceremony July 5 also attended by Abu 
Dhabi Crown Sheikh Prince Moham-
med bin Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, 
Islamic Development Bank Chair 
Bandar Hajjar and JP Morgan Chase 
International Chair Jacob Frenkel.

Kazakhstan recognised the need 
for long-term, sustainable institu-
tions, he said.

“We thoroughly studied the global 
experience in establishment, develop-
ment and work of financial centres 
across the world including in Singa-
pore, Dubai, Hong Kong and other 
countries. The Kazakh model of the 
AIFC incorporated best practices of 
these structures,” said Nazarbayev.

“Astana should become the main 
financial hub of the region and in 
the long-term perspective should be 
among leading Asian financial cen-
tres,” said the Kazakh President.

The centre enjoys a special legal re-
gime envisioned by constitutional law 
and offers incentives to companies, 
including exemption from corporate 
income tax and personal income tax 
for 50 years, a visa-free regime for 
citizens of 48 countries and a simpli-
fied employment regime.

Fifty companies have registered 
at the AIFC so far.

English common law principles 
will regulate the work of the centre 
and, according to Andrew Oldland, 
senior partner at British law service 

firm Michelmores, English law is 
characterised by flexibility and con-
venience encouraging countries to 
rely on it in the finance sector.

The AIFC stock exchange will list 
Kazakh national companies, part of 
the country’s Samruk Kazyna Sover-
eign Wealth Fund, and Islamic bonds 
Sukuk scheduled to go for initial pub-
lic offering later this year.

Boston Consulting Group Chair 
Hans Paul Bürkner said the IPO and 
the country’s large-scale privatisa-
tion programme will serve “another 
major accelerator for development of 
Kazakhstan and position Kazakhstan 
as a regional financial centre” as well 
as provide a major boost to develop 
capital markets.

Bürkner also emphasised green 
finance and financial technology as 
growth engines for the centre.

“Boston Consulting Group had 
the privilege to be working with you 
and team on the idea of the AIFC 
and it has become a real milestone 
in the development of Kazakhstan 
and Astana and stock financial mar-
kets here,” he said.

International Monetary Fund Man-
aging Director Christine Lagarde con-
veyed her congratulations and said 
the AIFC is a “great opportunity and 
platform for Kazakhstan and region to 
develop deeper financial market and 
attract investment.”

“Transparent, reliable and favour-
able normative base for the market, 
modern infrastructure and strong 
human capital will boost the poten-
tial of the AIFC in reaching the scale 
of a regional hub, an example of in-
novation use, high quality services, 
effective management and reasona-
ble methods of dispute settlement,” 
said Pulitzer Prize winning author 
Daniel Yergin hosting the ceremony 
as he read her letter.

Francis Maude, former U.K. 
cabinet minister and member of 
the AIFC consultative council, said 
Kazakhstan is a growing market 
with untapped potential.

“The country occupies a really im-
portant strategic position. The poten-
tial for the financial centre is huge and 
this is a growing market. The centre 
of gravity of the world’s economy is 
moving east over time and Eurasia is 
key part of that,” said Maude.

Investors are also interested in 
continuing reforms in Kazakhstan, 
he added.

“This is a young country. Mov-
ing from a command economy to 
a genuine market economy takes 
time. As the government acknowl-
edges, there is a need for more 
structural reforms in economy. You 
need this country to be where it is 
easy to set up business, grow busi-
ness and create jobs,” said Maude.

Aligning legislation with 
international economic 

norms will attract investment
By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The capital hosted 
the second international Kazakh-
stan Global Investment Roundta-
ble (KGIR) July 3 to discuss the 
nation’s investment climate and 
the government’s position to at-
tract foreign direct investment 
(FDI).

Prime Minister Bakytzhan 
Sagintayev spoke about the coun-
try’s investment climate, noting 
Kazakhstan has a reputation as a 
reliable business partner. A num-
ber of large investment projects 
confirm the friendly environment; 
by the end of the year, 54 projects 
worth $3.9 billion will be com-
pleted and 63 projects worth $6.8 
billion launched.

The government will create 
conditions to attract investors by 
strengthening national legislation’s 
consistency with international eco-
nomic and trade rules, increasing 
transparency, improving the pro-
tection of property rights, ensuring 
the rule of law, encouraging com-
petition and limiting monopolies.

Sagintayev addressed the invest-
ment legislation improvements, 
noting one of the most significant 
corrections is the drastic reduction 
in administrative pressure on busi-
ness. In 2018-2020, the govern-
ment plans to partially privatise the 
nine largest assets of the Samruk 
Kazyna Sovereign Wealth Fund, in-
cluding oil and gas, mining compa-
nies, the national railway company 
and the largest air carrier.

Continued on Page A5

Kazakhstan, Estonia interested 
in increased cooperation, says 

Estonia ambassador
By Meruyert Abugaliyeva

ASTANA – Estonia, which is 
celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of its independence this year, has 
established friendly relations with 
Kazakhstan during 26 years of dip-
lomatic relations. Bilateral coopera-
tion, which has great potential, has 
not yet been fully explored, said Es-
tonian Ambassador to Kazakhstan 
Heiti Maemees in an interview with 
The Astana Times.

“Overall, our bilateral relations 
have been friendly; however, it does 
not mean we cannot have better ties. 
Recent years have not shown much 
activity, but now, I can see interest 
on both sides is increasing. Deputy 
Prime Minister Askar Zhumagaliyev 
visited Estonia this year and I think 
the visit, focused on the digital agen-
da, was a success. Kazakhstan is one 
of the most important partners for Es-
tonia, and we are looking forward to 
the continuation of the visit,” he said.

Known for its technological ad-
vances and digital solutions, particu-
larly in e-government, Estonia is of 
special interest to Kazakhstan as it 

implements its national digitisation 
programme.

“We are very glad to share our 
experience. Our e-government pro-
gramme is based on X-Road, an 
open source data exchange platform 
which we have shared with Geor-
gia, Ukraine and Finland. In Central 
Asia, we also work with Kyrgyzstan. 
In terms of cooperation with Ka-
zakhstan, I think we can be a help 
and assistance. Prior to this visit, two 
Estonian counselors were working 
with the Kazakhstan government 
on [developing] Government for the 
Citizens [corporation],” he added.

E-governance, which shows that a 
government is transparent and does 
not involve the human factor in cer-
tain processes, also establishes trust 
and thus creates a more favourable 
environment for business and soci-
ety, said Maemees.

Trade volume between the coun-
tries has been declining steadily in 
the last several years. In 2012, trade 
turnover was approximately 133 mil-
lion euros (US$155.1 million); how-
ever, the figure was only 27.2 million 
euros (US$31.7 million) in 2017.

Continued on Page A8

Multiple festivals, events mark Astana’s 
20th anniversary celebration

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva

ASTANA – The capital celebrated 
the 20th Astana Day with several days 
of festivals, concerts and sporting 
events across the city starting July 4.

A flag-raising ceremony at 11 a.m. 
July 4 marked the official start of the 
Astana Day celebrations.

More than 60 artists performed dur-
ing the Echo Asia International Festi-

val of circus art every day July 4-8 at 
the local circus venue.

The opening ceremony of The 
Astana Samaly Festival of brass 
orchestras took place July 4 in the 
Astana Concert Hall. The festival ran 
through July 6 with a concert in one of 
the city’s squares.

Astana residents had an opportu-
nity to listen to the jokes during the 
Eurasia Cup of International KVN 
(the Club of the Funny and Inventive) 

Humour competition in the Barys 
Arena.

A large wedding ceremony took 
place in the square in front of the 
Atameken Complex July 5 as 40 
couples decided to get married on the 
capital’s anniversary. Such a ceremo-
ny has become an annual tradition.

Festive concerts took place July 
5-6 in city parks and squares. The 
Spirit of Astana International Festival 
started July 6 near the Baiterek monu-

ment, where 18 bands and more than 
120 musicians from 20 countries per-
formed for three days.

The Astana Day celebrations ended 
with the gala concert at the square 
near the Kazakh Eli monument fea-
turing Kazakh and foreign musicians. 
The event lasted for five hours culmi-
nating in a grand fireworks display.

Apart from cultural events, sporting 
events and championships were held. 
Among the attractions were Kung Fu 
and karate championships, the Astana 
Cup in baiga (horse race) and Uly 
Dala Rukhy national sports competi-
tion.

The celebrations, however, did 
not end July 6. Astana residents and 
guests can attend international exhibi-
tions featuring works from the State 
Tretyakov Gallery (Russia), master-
pieces from the Grand Palais (France) 
and private collections from the U.S. 
in the National Museum. Another at-
traction is the Alpamys theatre and cir-
cus show featuring artists from Cirque 
du Soleil, which will run Thursday to 
Sunday through Sep. 1.

Information on the other events is 
available at 20astana.kz.

Astana Day is celebrated July 6 
since its official presentation in 1998. 
This year, the 20th anniversary of 
Kazakh capital was also marked with 
festive events across all the regions.
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A gala concert dedicated to the anniversary of the capital was held on July 6.
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Senate adopts measures to humanise 
criminal justice system further

Staff Report

ASTANA – The Kazakh Parlia-
ment’s Senate (upper chamber) 
adopted June 21 amendments to 
humanise the criminal and criminal 
procedural legislation and improve 
the activities of law enforcement 
and special state agencies, Parlia-
ment’s press service reports.

The new amendments include, 
but are not limited to the following: 
criminal legislation is being human-
ised; the range of sentences alterna-
tive to imprisonment in the form of 
public works, restriction of freedom, 
fines and others is being expanded; 
the scope of the preventive measure 
in the form of detention is reduced 
and opportunities for other meas-
ures of restraint, including home 
arrest and bail, are expanded; limi-
tation periods for bringing to crimi-
nal responsibility and execution of 

conviction for grave and especially 
grave crimes are decreased; terms of 
deprivation of liberty for certain offi-
cial, economic and other crimes not 
connected with grave consequences 
are reduced; and the possibility of 
exemption from criminal liability 
for active repentance or reconcilia-
tion in cases of torture is excluded.

While preserving the principle of 
one-man management in the inter-
nal affairs bodies’ system, the role of 
akims (governors and mayors) in the 
provision of law and order in the ter-
ritory of the corresponding adminis-
trative-territorial unit is increased.

For instance, the plan is to unite 
local police services and internal af-
fairs departments into unified police 
departments. The right to appoint 
and dismiss the heads of these de-
partments will be given to akims 
of regions, cities of national signifi-
cance and the capital. The Minister 
of Internal Affairs will propose the 

candidates. They will be chosen out 
of the police officers of the Presiden-
tial Reserve of the leadership of law 
enforcement and special state agen-
cies.

In addition, the law provides the 
akims with the right to set tasks 
before the territorial police author-
ity, which are now within the com-
petence of the local police service, 
without interfering with operational-
search and procedural activities. The 
law improves the effectiveness of 
measures to prevent crime, counter 
terrorism and fight domestic vio-
lence and recidivism.

To implement these and other 
goals, amendments were made to 
the Criminal Code, the Criminal 
Procedural Code and the Penal En-
forcement Code of Kazakhstan, as 
well as to 12 laws.

The bill has now been sent to 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev for 
his consideration.

AIFC launches Expat Centre to assist 
influx of AIFC-related workers

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre (AIFC) 
recently launched the Expat Cen-
tre to assist the influx of foreigners 
expected following the AIFC’s of-
ficial opening.

“The establishment of the Astana 
International Financial Centre will 
attract a large number of foreign 
investors, specialists and compa-

nies to Astana. In this regard, the 
creation of favourable conditions 
for the entry and stay of experts 
is the basic condition for the for-
mation of an attractive investment 
image,” Expat Centre Head Nurlan 
Toimbek said in an exclusive inter-
view with The Astana Times.

The Expat Centre is a “single 
window” for the AIFC foreign 
and other labour to access Kazakh 
government services related to es-
tablishing social and educational 

conditions. This specialised organ-
isation provides in English all state 
services of the Migration Service 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
It also provides services from the 
Ministry of Finance and Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

The centre’s mission is to help 
expats make a smooth transition to 
Astana and to provide high-quality 
government and ancillary services.

Expats can already receive the 
following services: visa-migration 

services associated with the issu-
ance of Kazakh visas; registration 
of taxpayers, including issuance 
of individual identification num-
bers and other tax services; issu-
ance of digital signatures and more 
than 530 other public services 
implemented on the government 
website; translation services, as-
sistance by notary publics and a 
call-centre.

In addition, expatriates receive 
assistance in finding commer-

cial and residential real estate, 
as well as grammar schools and 
kindergartens. Since the begin-
ning of 2018, expats have been 
provided with more than 300 
public services.

The Expat Centre is in the Con-
gress office in Astana on 48 Sauran 
Street. The call centre telephone 
number is 8-800-080-38-38 and 
the email is expat@aifc.kz. For 
more information visit the centre’s 
website www.xpataifc.kz.

Kazakhstan celebrates first ever Dombyra Day
By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan cel-
ebrated Dombyra Day July 1 for 
the first time ever commemorat-
ing its national musical instru-
ment, the dombyra.

The dombyra is a double-string 
lute instrument and the oldest Ka-
zakh folk instrument.  Central to 
the history of Kazakh people, the 
dombyra was an integral part of 
nomad life accompanying nomad-
ic tribes traversing the steppes in 
the past.

The instrument is also includ-
ed in the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage List along 
with kuis, traditional instrumental 
compositions performed on the 
dombyra.

In less than three weeks 
since the Dombyra Day was 
declared, Kazakhstan was 
ready to celebrate the holiday 
nationwide.

Astana witnessed a mass cel-
ebration, as 2,000 musicians 
performed famous Kazakh kuis 
“Konil Ashar,” “Adai,” “Balby-
raun,” “Erke Sylkym,” and “Sar-

yarka” directed by Aitkali Zhai-
ymov.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev attended the festivi-
ties in the heart of Astana.

He emphasised the role of 
dombyra in his remarks calling it 
a “soul of Kazakhs reflecting their 

history, traditions and entire life.”
“Through the sound of strings 

and melody of kuis, our cultural 
values and traditions are passed 
from generation to generation. 
It is symbolic that the National 
Day of Dombyra is born in Asta-
na, the heart of an independent 

Kazakhstan,” said Nazarbayev. 
Musicians from different parts 
of Kazakhstan travelled to the 
capital for the celebration. The 
youngest participant was seven 
years old.

The Kazakh Cultural Centre in 
Turkey operating for five years in 

Istanbul also organised celebra-
tions on the coast of the Marma-
ra Sea, performing Kazakh folk 
songs and instrumental composi-
tions, while the Kazakh embassy 
in Paris, too, organised a celebra-
tion in the vicinity of the Eiffel 
Tower.

Astana Finance Days 
take place in capital

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Astana Finance 
Days, a series of forums focusing 
on finance and markets, took place 
July 3-5 in Astana ahead of the of-
ficial presentation of the Astana 
International Financial Centre 
(AIFC) that took place July 5.

The Astana Finance Days gath-
ered more than 150 speakers and 
2,500 participants in the Kazakh 
capital for eight forums discuss-
ing aspects of finance, including 
financial technologies, local and 
international markets, capital and 
investment as well women in tech. 
Opening the three-day event, Ka-
zakh Prime Minister Bakytzhan 
Sagintayev said the launch of the 
AIFC, a much anticipated event 
for the country, is the “largest na-
tional megaproject over the years 
of independence” seeking to turn 
Kazakhstan and its capital into a 
financial hub of the region and at-
tract greater financial inflow and 
human capital.

The AIFC targets the markets 
of Central Asia, the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union, the Caucasus and 
the Middle East with a population 
exceeding one billion people.

“Kazakhstan considers the AIFC 
as part of a global financial system. 
Financial centres managing inter-
national money flow stretch across 
the globe from Toronto to Sydney 
and from Tokyo to New York,” 
said Sagintayev.

The role of the AIFC incorporat-
ing English law and attracting for-
eign experts is also significant, he 
said. Astana is key for new trans-
continental routes of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative.

He reiterated preferences offered 
to companies registered at the cen-
tre, including tax exemption for 50 
years, simplified visa regime and 
choice of currency. The AIFC has 
registered 50 companies so far.

At a Global Finance Forum 
panel session discussing long-term 
capital and investments, Peter Tils, 
former CEO for Central and East-
ern Europe at Deutsche Bank, said 
development of a long-term asset 
management should serve as a 
keystone in developing the AIFC.

“In order to become a centre of 
the region, it must attract exper-
tise, top management firms and 
localise them,” said Tils.

Favourable conditions, he noted, 
are present, including available 
resources, favourable tax climate 
and economic and political stabil-
ity.

“Kazakhstan is one of the few 
countries in the region that em-
barked on attracting foreign in-
vestments,” he added.

Stephane Pouyat, managing di-
rector at Belgium-based financial 
services company Euroclear, also 
said Astana should use opportu-
nities offered by its advantageous 
geographic location.

“Astana can rely on the Eurasian 
Economic Union and at the same 
time should take advantage be-
ing at a point of connectivity with 
South East economies. Astana has 
characteristics and factors of suc-
cess of financial hubs,” said Pouy-
at.

Kazakh Minister of Labour and 
Social Protection Madina Ab-
ylkassymova stressed the potential 
of the region.

“The region has big prospects. 
Uzbekistan is opening up. India, 
China are very close. We are tar-
geting the whole Eurasian region 
and beyond. It is a right location, 
best brains, human capital, and we 
are investing big in human capital, 
it will help the AIFC to succeed,” 
she said, stressing Kazakhstan’s 
efforts to bring the country closer 
to the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) standards. 

New website monitors Nurly Zher 
housing construction progress

Staff Report

ASTANA – Baiterek Develop-
ment recently launched a website 
to monitor housing construction. 
The website is funded by the Nurly 
Zher state housing construction pro-
gramme.

Baiterek Development, a subsidi-
ary of Baiterek Holding, operates 
the Nurly Zher affordable housing 
programme. The Nurly Zher land 
and housing development pro-
gramme offers mortgages for quali-
fied citizens at low interest rates.

“The website for monitoring con-
struction of facilities in the regions 
and a situation centre, with the pro-
posed name Nurly Zher Situation 

Centre, was established,” said Nur-
zhan Nurlanov, Baiterek Holding 
managing director and member of 
the board.

The website is intended for local 
executive bodies, who in accord-
ance with the cooperation agree-
ment for housing construction, will 
post information on the construction 
progress of residential facilities in 
digital format.

“The solution developed by our 
partners will allow us to carry out 
a comprehensive monitoring of not 
only the housing under construction, 
but also monitor existing facilities. 
We will see the expenditure reports 
by the akimats (regional govern-
ment), how much housing was sold 

in the region and at what cost,” said 
Altai Kuzdybayev, Baiterek Devel-
opment deputy chairman.

According to Kuzdybayev, the 
new software will allow the compa-
ny to remotely monitor all buildings 
under construction in real time.

All information is displayed in an 
interactive situation centre. Access 
to the system will be provided to the 
Ministry for Investments and Devel-
opment, its Committee for Housing 
Construction and Communal Ser-
vices and other interested state agen-
cies.

Since the start of the Nurly Zher 
programme, 3,556 loans totaling 37 
billion tenge (US$107 million) have 
been approved.

Kazakh President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev signed July 7 the new law 
“On Amendments and Additions 
to Some Legislative Acts on Insur-
ance, Insurance Activities and Stock 
Market,” reports Akorda.kz. The 
amendments introduce online and 
prescribed insurance, change the ap-
proach to travel insurance, improve 
dispute settlement mechanisms as 
well as expand the additional guar-
antee system for life insurance. “Our 
goal is to create conditions for online 
insurance. People and companies 
will be able to enter into contracts 
without visiting an insurance com-
pany. The absence of intermediaries 
will reduce the cost of insurance,” 
National Bank Chair Daniyar Aki-
shev said Feb. 28 during the presen-
tation of the draft law in the Mazhilis 
(lower chamber of Parliament). 

Astana Hub, the Kazakh capital’s 
international IT and start-up hub, 
presented its key directions and 
major digital projects July 3. Lo-
cated at the EXPO 2017 site, the hub 
launched a 100 start-ups commu-
nity-building programme through 
which participants will co-work in 
a shared space, learn together, ex-
change experience and establish re-
lations with investors and experts. 
Each team will be promoted, tracked 
monthly and have access to start-
up auctions to attract investment. 
“Astana Hub is an important project 
for digital and innovative moderni-
sation of the country. It is becoming 
a centre of advanced technologies 
and talented specialists. This project 
is set to make Kazakhstan the centre 
of digital innovative solutions,” said 
Minister of Information and Com-
munications Dauren Abayev. 

More than 30 production and 
trade facilities worth 10 billion tenge 
(US$29 million) will be opened in 
the Aktobe region, creating hun-
dreds of jobs. The Ice Plus dairy 
company will launch an ice cream 
production plant with a capacity 
of 70 tonnes of products per day. A 
plastic bag manufacturing plant with 
a capacity of up to 1,200 tonnes of 
items per year will be launched in 
the Aktobe industrial zone. “Eight 
sport venues and playgrounds will 
be opened in the region. A stadium 
accommodating 150 people will 
be built in the Aitekebi region and 
a school will be put in operation in 
the Khromtau district,” reports the 
regional press service. 

Asia Avto Kazakhstan will build a 
facility for welding and painting ser-
vices in Ust-Kamenogorsk, accord-
ing to Kazinform. The company has 
so far invested $63.5 million in the 
project. The Renault-Nissan-Mit-
subishi alliance represented by the 
Avtovaz company is a technologi-
cal partner and minority shareholder 
in the project. “The production we 
launch today will ensure the transi-
tion to a qualitatively new stage in 
the automotive industry’s develop-
ment. The welding and painting ca-
pacities will increase local content to 
50 percent and expand export oppor-
tunities,” said Asia Avto Kazakhstan 
Holding Chair Anatoly Balushkin. 

KazCentre for Housing and Com-
munal Services will introduce Inter-
net of Things (IoT) technologies in 
multi-apartment residential build-
ings. The centre signed a memo-
randum of cooperation with the Au-
tomato company July 4 to develop 
software for remote collection of 
indications and individual metering 
devices at the Information Day of 
Domestic IT Solutions exhibition. 
“We support domestic IT developers 
taking into account the digital econ-
omy policy. We plan to create a uni-
fied intellectual information system 
in the housing and utilities sector, 
which includes the most up-to-date 
technologies,” said KazCentre Chair 
Nursultan Zhienbayev.

Almaty city authorities will open 
a waste sorting complex and a pub-
lic park for gas-powered and electric 
buses as part of the 50 projects-
drivers of the city’s development, 
reports Kazinform. This will reduce 
environmental damage and create 
new jobs. Private investors have 
allocated approximately 15 billion 
tenge (US$43 million) to the pro-
jects. “FalconEuroBus, the Kazakh-
German company, is building an 
electric bus production plant,” said 
a representative of the regional press 
service.
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Globalisation, digitisation discussed 
at Islamic finance forum

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – Government officials 
and Islamic finance leaders dis-
cussed the state of Islamic finance 
in Kazakhstan July 4 on the first day 
of the Islamic Economy Forum.

The forum is part of the July 3-5 
Astana Finance Days at the Con-
gress Centre in Astana.

Leading Islamic financial insti-
tution representatives highlighted 
Islamic finance developments and 
the role of globalisation, coopera-
tion, digitisation, trade, govern-
ance and infrastructure in Islamic 
finance at a forum session titled 
Islamic Finance: Next Big Step.

Dubai Islamic Bank Group 
Chief Executive Officer Adnan 
Chilwan highlighted three areas 
that will drive Islamic finance in 
the next two decades.

“One is globalisation; more and 
more geographies are merging into 
the market. Globalisation is not 
only about non-Islamic countries 
that are coming into the industry, 
but also Islamic countries that are 
willing to become a hub of Islamic 
financial industry. There are coun-
tries that are trying to become a 
hub of Islamic finance within a 
specific region, Kazakhstan in 
Central Asia, Tatarstan in the Rus-
sian Federation, Malaysia in South 
East Asia, UAE in the Middle 
East. These countries play a cata-
lyst role within their geographies 
in bringing Islamic finance the 
way it should be,” said Chilwan.

“The next key step is the collabora-
tion of regulators, government, mar-
ket actors and the private sector. The 
third area is digitisation that is going 
to be a major driver in the Islamic fi-
nance industry,” added Chilwan.

“The further stage in the industry 
is how to sustain the development 
that Islamic finance has achieved. 
The question is how to catch up 
with the technology, how to regu-
late and how to build the capacity,” 
said Bello Lawal Danbatta, Islam-
ic Financial Services Board (IFSB) 
secretary-general.

“The future of Islamic finance 
is to be proactive, engage into re-
search with new digital innova-
tions and developments as well as 
collaborate in areas in which we 
do not have a capacity and work 
together. This is our next big step,” 
said Danbatta.

Kazakhstan has the potential to 
be the Islamic Finance hub in Cen-
tral Asia and be a bridge with the 
rest of the world, Danbatta noted.

The country is already a major 
player in the global Islamic finance 
industry, said Hajjar.

“As Islamic finance grows 
around the world ($2.2 trillion), 
I expect that Islamic finance will 
grow in this country and through-
out the region. I am confident that 
Islamic finance in the global econ-
omy will play a key role through 
long-term sustainable investment, 
such as with the sukuk tool,” said 
Hajjar at a plenary session at-
tended by Kazakh Prime Minister 
Bakytzhan Sagintayev.

Islamic finance has emerged as 
a tool for financing development 
worldwide, including in non-Muslim 
countries. The Islamic finance indus-
try has expanded rapidly over the past 
decade, growing at 10-12 percent an-
nually, according to the World Bank.

The session finished with the 
signing of agreements and memo-
randums.

Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC) Governor Kairat 

Kelimbetov and Hajjar signed a 
technical assistance agreement to 
develop the Islamic Finance Mas-
ter Plan.

Kelimbetov and Dubai Multi 
Commodities Centre Executive 
Chair Ahmed Bin Sulayem signed 
a memorandum of understanding.

Kelimbetov and Tatarstan In-
vestment Development Agency 
Chief Executive Taliya Minullina 
also signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding.

Astana Financial Services Au-
thority Chief Executive Stephen 
Glynn and Financial Regulatory 
Authority of Egypt Chairman 
Mohamed Omran signed a memo-
randum of understanding for con-
sultation, cooperation and infor-
mation exchange.

The event was also attended by 
Tatarstan President Rustam Min-
nikhanov.

Nazarbayev meets with Prince of Abu Dhabi
By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the United Arab 
Emirates’ (UAE) Armed Forces 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed bin 
Sultan Al-Nahyan paid an official 
visit to Kazakhstan July 4-5 to meet 
with Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and participate in the 
official launch of the Astana Interna-
tional Financial Centre (AIFC).

The sides discussed bilateral co-
operation with Nazarbayev noting 
the friendly relations between Ka-
zakhstan and the UAE.

“Thanks to our warm bilateral 
relations, the cooperation between 
businesses and governments of our 
countries keeps developing. The 
volume of trade has doubled. We 
have reached agreements in invest-
ment protection and taxation,” said 
the President.

They discussed hydropower pro-

jects and the construction of a gas 
chemical complex.

Nazarbayev praised the UAE’s 
work on science and technology 
development and the effectiveness 

of the visa-free regime between the 
two countries.

The President also spoke about 
social and infrastructure projects 
supported by the UAE.

The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
also noted the countries’ close ties 
established by the efforts of Naz-
arbayev and Sheikh Zayed bin Sul-
tan Al Nahyan.

“We have established brotherly 
relations with you. We consider you 
an older brother and respect your 
rich life experience. Thirty years 
ago, no one expected the changes 
that took place in Kazakhstan. To-
day, Kazakhstan is a leader and one 
of the key states in the region. All 
of this has been achieved thanks to 
your wisdom and vision,” said the 
Crown Prince.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan stressed the importance of 
deepening of bilateral relations.

President Nazarbayev pre-
sented the Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi with a book by his fa-
ther Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan “The Power of Unifica-
tion” published in Kazakhstan 
and the “20 Years of Astana” an-
niversary medal.

The meeting also resulted in the 
signing of bilateral agreements on 
the transfer of convicted persons as 
well as cultural and informational 
cooperation.

Central Asian leaders attend Astana International 
Financial Centre (AIFC) launch

By Elya Altynsarina

ASTANA – Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and leaders of 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan toured the digitisation exhibition 
as part of the Astana International Fi-
nancial Centre (AIFC) opening.

“AIFC participants will have ac-
cess to the capital not only of Ka-
zakhstan and the region, but the 
whole world. Unprecedented con-
ditions have been created here that 
have no analogues in the post-Soviet 
space,” said Nazarbayev.

The AIFC Exchange launched the 
previous day, demonstrating a mod-
ern and high-tech infrastructure. One 
of the financial centre’s main goals is 
creating an environment to develop 
innovative financial technologies.

“The American NASDAQ and 
the Shanghai Stock Exchange are 
already participating in its activities,” 
he added.

The host showed several projects, 
such as e-Justice (AIFC digital finan-
cial system), digital crypto-exchange, 
a crypto-currency depository, finan-
cial supermarket, cyber-security cen-
tre, Islamic financial technologies and 
international start-up programme, 
aimed at forming an ecosystem of in-
novative financial technology.

AIFC Governor Kairat Kelimbe-
tov reviewed the main principles, ac-
tivities and opportunities open to the 
region’s financial systems and invited 
businesses along the historic Silk 
Road to join the centre.

In his welcoming speech, Naz-
arbayev emphasised the importance 
of the words Kazakhstan, Independ-
ence and Astana for every citizen of 
the nation. He noted the ancient town 
of Bozok was a forerunner of the 
modern capital’s location.

“Astana was the residence of Ka-

zakh rulers, ranging from Yedige 
to Az-Tauke Khan. Archaeologists 
found the summer rate of Khan Az-
Tauke near the village of Kuygenzhar 
on the bank of the Yessil River,” he 
said.

He also thanked everyone who 
contributed to constructing the city 
and the regions for their anniversary 
gifts, including a botanical park, kin-
dergarten, futuristic bridge and his-
toric monuments.

Nazarbayev noted the capital marks 
the beginning of a new century in Ka-
zakhstan, as statehood institutions 
have been established since the first 
years of independence and the city 
has become a new political centre rec-
ognisable throughout the world.

Combined with national sov-
ereignty, the capital is among the 
brands that provided Kazakhstan 
with global recognition. As a centre 

of the country, it helped form a new 
model of political, economic and so-
cial development.

The landscape unites the urban area 
and the flat lands. The city promotes 
multi-ethnic society, claiming its role 
as a centre of peace and harmony for 
the entire world.

The economic opportunities 
opened new migration processes in 
the country and the population of the 
capital has grown four times, reach-
ing one million. Each aspect led to 
its own special lifestyle and the city 
administration is working to make 
the urban space more comfortable for 
residents.

“The whole country is proud of 
this city, and our cities look up to 
it. The dynamic development of 
Astana has positively affected the 
economic growth of the regions,” 
said the head of state.

The capital is also striving to estab-
lish its place among global trends in 
new ideas and innovations.

“Every year, the Astana Eco-
nomic Forum hosts the discussion 
of economic development and 
new trends. The city has become a 
centre where historic decisions af-
fecting the course of international 
movements are made. The his-
torical documents of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 
Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Measures 
in Asia (CICA) and the European 
Economic Area (EEA), which have 
influenced social and economic 
growth throughout the world, were 
signed here,” said Nazarbayev.

The President also spoke about 
the Astana Declaration adopted fol-
lowing the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

summit and the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) summit on 
science and technology.

“For 20 years, Astana has become 
the epicentre of global integration, 
security and peace-making. After 
the historic OSCE summit, the con-
cept of the ‘Spirit of Astana’ firmly 
entered the world of politics. Our 
constructive initiatives in the field of 
a nuclear weapons-free world and a 
just world order contributed to the 
election of Kazakhstan as a non-
permanent member of the United 
Nations Security Council and the 
chairpersonship of this authoritative 
organisation,” he added.

Over the past 20 years, 22 mon-
archs, 180 presidents and the heads 
of 109 governments and 114 interna-
tional organisations have visited the 
capital. The trips by heads of state and 
high-ranking officials are the most 
important indicator of friendly rela-
tions between nations and each visit 
has expanded the number of the city’s 
friends throughout the world, said the 
President. He also noted his personal 
friendships with international leaders 
and their impressions of the capital.

The city plays a key role in mod-
ernising the economy in light of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution and 
integration into the global economic 
space. The gross regional product has 
grown 190 times, reaching $14.5 bil-
lion in nominal terms and increasing 
5.5 times in real terms. The volume 
of investments in the last 20 years has 
been nearly $23 billion and state in-
vestments to develop the capital have 
repaid close to 2.5 times. The city is 
also currently undertaking strategies 
to join the global technological trend 
of Industrialisation 4.0.

Central Asian leaders later attend-
ed a high-level reception and festive 
concert to celebrate the capital’s 20th 
anniversary.

Zhas Otan, the youth wing of Ka-
zakhstan’s Nur Otan ruling political 
party, participated June 27-30 in the 
Central Asian Youth Forum in Tash-
kent and Samarkand. The forum par-
ticipants sought solutions to achieve 
sustainable social and economic de-
velopment of the region, cultural co-
operation, tourism development and 
the role of youth in preventing and 
countering violent extremism and 
radicalisation. The participants also 
suggested establishing the Central 
Asian Youth Council that will take 
part in the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) Youth 
Forum next year in New York. The 
next gathering of the Central Asian 
youth is slated for 2019 in Kazakh-
stan’s Turkestan region. 

Kazakhstan’s mission to the United 
Nations in New York joined the cel-
ebrations of Astana’s 20th anniver-
sary. Heads of different UN bodies 
and agencies, international organisa-
tions and NGOs, representatives of 
UN member states and journalists 
attended the event. Kazakhstan’s 
Permanent Representative to the UN 
Kairat Umarov told guests about the 
history of Astana and its develop-
ment. Umarov said Astana is earning 
international reputation and global in-
fluence with its hosting of large inter-
national events and important nego-
tiation processes, including the Syrian 
peace talks. “Astana’s peacebuilding 
efforts are reflected in the work of 
Kazakhstan as a UN Security Council 
non-permanent member. Our capital 
is open for cooperation with all UN 
member states,” said Umarov. 

A Kazakh delegation headed by 
Kazakh Invest Deputy Chair Marat 
Birimzhan took part in the Belt and 
Road Summit international invest-
ment forum in Hong Kong organised 
by the Hong Kong Trade Develop-
ment Council (HKTDC). Gathering 
more than 5,000 representatives of 
governments and businesses from 
55 countries, the summit explored 
opportunities in the Belt and Road 
project that is currently in its fifth 
year seeking to strengthen regional 
cooperation, stimulate connectivity 
and infrastructure development. The 
Kazakh Invest representatives briefed 
the participants on investment oppor-
tunities across mining, infrastructure 
and energy. During the meeting with 
the HKTDC management, the del-
egation discussed the preparation for 
the visit of the expanded trade and 
investment mission, including lead-
ing companies from Hong Kong and 
mainland China, to Astana scheduled 
for September. 

“Legend of the Golden Man: Se-
crets of the Steppes” documentary 
telling a story about one of the most 
prominent archaeological discover-
ies in Kazakh history aired July 7 on 
BBC World News channel cover-
ing Europe, Asia-Pacific region, the 
U.S., Central Asia, Middle East, Latin 
America and South Africa. The Gold-
en Man, a noble warrior of ancient 
Saka tribes once inhabiting the terri-
tory of Kazakhstan, was discovered 
in 1969 in the Issyk burial mound 
approximately 50 kilometres east to 
Almaty by a group of archaeologists 
headed by eminent Kazakh archae-
ologist Kemal Akishev. The finding 
dates back to the fourth-third centu-
ries BC. The documentary features 
materials produced last year with 
the Shaken Aimanov Kazakhfilm 
Studio as part of the Legends of the 
Great Steppe campaign that showed 
Kazakh sacred sites, including the 
famous Aisha-Bibi mausoleum and 
Khoja Ahmed Yassawi mausoleum. 

Kazakhstan presented innova-
tion services and technologies, smart 
home and smart city solutions as well 
as projects in the Internet of Things 
(IoT) technology during the Mobile 
World Congress in Shanghai in its 
effort to keep up with global trends. 
Kazakhtelecom, national telecom-
munications operator, represented 
the country at the event. Among the 
projects introduced to the partici-
pants were the company’s M2M/IoT 
network utilising LORA, Zigbee 
and LTE technologies, the largest in 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) that recently completed 
its first stage, initiatives in info com-
munication technologies (ICT), e-
commerce and FinTech. As part of 
the congress, the company signed 
contracts with Mobile International 
Limited (CMI), China Unicom Glob-
al and China Telecom Global. 
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NB denies devaluation rumours
By Meruyert Abugaliyeva

ASTANA – The Kazakh National 
Bank recently denied rumours being 
spread on social media of a pending 
currency devaluation.

“At the moment there are no obvi-
ous risks of devaluation. Minor fluc-
tuations in the exchange rate of the 
tenge observed recently are a con-
sequence of an increase in seasonal 
demand for foreign currency due to 
summer vacations,’’ reads the Na-
tional Bank’s statement.

Another factor affecting the tenge 
exchange rate is the increase in the 
rates by the United States Federal 
Reserve System (FRS), which in 
turn leads to an increase in the dollar 
value on global markets and capital 
outflows from developing to devel-
oped countries.

According to Bloomberg data, the 
value of Kazakh national currency 

has dropped 2.57 percent against 
the dollar since the beginning of the 
year, while the Argentine peso, Turk-
ish lira and Brazilian real have lost 
around 32, 20 and 12 percent of their 
value against the dollar within the 
same period.

“Sanctions introduced by the U.S. 
against Russian companies in April 
resulted in rising volatility and weak-
ening of the ruble, which conse-
quently affected the tenge. However, 
the tenge weakened by only 4.5 per-
cent in the first week after the sanc-
tions compared to ruble losing 11.19 
percent of its value,” said National 
Bank Monetary Operations Depart-
ment Director Aliya Moldabekova.

The world oil market, however, 
exerts a positive influence on the 
tenge exchange rate, as the average 
oil price is approximately $70 per 
barrel. This also benefits the coun-
try’s balance of payments.

“As of May, the annual inflation 

rate stood at 6.2 percent and con-
tinues to decrease within the target 
range for the year. All the compo-
nents of inflation, such as [prices for] 
services, food and non-food prod-
ucts, are observed to decelerate since 
the beginning of the year. Conditions 
influencing the inflationary process-
es are favourable and inflationary 
expectations are also declining,” the 
statement noted.

Analysis of historical data on the 
tenge exchange rate after the tran-
sition to a floating regime demon-
strates the annual trend of falling 
volatility in the exchange rate from 
approximately 15 percent in 2016 to 
6.9 percent in 2017 and 6.7 percent 
in 2018. This testifies to the stabili-
sation process of the tenge exchange 
rate market formation given zero 
interventions to the currency market 
made by the National Bank during 
the last seven months, the regulator 
noted.

KDIF encourages Delta Bank, Kazinvestbank
depositors to seek damage reimbursements

Staff Report

ASTANA – Few depositors of 
Delta Bank and Kazinvestbank 
have applied for compensation 
from the Kazakhstan Deposit In-
surance Fund (KDIF) for dam-
ages related to those banks being 
deprived of licenses to conduct 
banking and other operations from 
2017 and 2016 respectively, KDIF 
Chairman Bakyt Kogulov said re-
cently.

KDIF begin to compensate 
for the damages this year. Delta 
Bank’s depositors started to re-
ceive their compensations from 
May 17 and refund operations will 
continue until Nov. 17, whereas 
payments for depositors of Kazin-

vestbank will be conducted until 
Aug. 13.

Bank Centre Credit performs the 
role of a bank-agent paying com-
pensations to depositors at the ex-
pense of KDIF.

Kogulov noted the major-
ity of depositors, whose depos-
its constitute 71.1 percent of the 
total amount, are not interested 
in receiving compensation. This 
is because 1,388 of the clients 
have deposits less than 5,000 
tenge (US$15). But there are also 
1,126 depositors at 52,000 tenge 
(US$150) and 22 depositors, or 
1 percent, at more than 1 million 
tenge (US$2,925).

The total amount of KDIF’s ob-
ligations to pay compensation is 
141 million tenge (US$412,425). 

By now, 28.9 percent of the total 
amount of obligations has been 
reimbursed to depositors of Delta 
Bank, which is, in numbers, 52 cli-
ents. Yet the number of individuals 
entitled to receive compensation is 
2,244.

Reimbursement has also been 
received by eight depositors of 
Kazinvestbank. Approximately 1.8 
million tenge (US$5,265) has been 
paid out, which is 87.6 percent of 
the total liabilities.

All the payments are transferred 
from KDIF’s special reserve. At 
the moment, the amount of funds 
intended for payment of the guar-
antee compensation is 608 billion 
tenge (US$1.8 billion).

“The payment term with the 
depositors of Kazinvestbank, 

Delta Bank in the agent bank 
of Bank Centre Credit is six 
months, and we ask the deposi-
tors of the two banks to take ad-
vantage of their right to receive 
a refund on deposits in the bank. 
After the specified date, it will be 
necessary to apply directly to the 
Fund’s office in Almaty directly, 
by proxy or send documents by 
mail. I remind cardholders that 
KDIF guarantees money in cur-
rent accounts of individuals 
and payment cards in the same 
amount and order as deposits,” 
said Kogulov.

He also noted that the depositors 
can take advantage of quick con-
sultations from experts through in-
stant messaging service Telegram. 
KDIF launched a chat “KDIF | 

Questions and Answers” to eas-
ily access information about the 
guarantee on deposits, the rules for 
payment of compensation. Also, 
for up-to-date information on the 
payment of the guarantee indemni-
ty and general information on the 
deposit guarantee KFGD started a 
channel, @KDIF_info (www.t.me/
KDIF_info).

KDIF compensates all types of 
individual deposits, including the 
balance of current accounts and 
payment cards and capitalised 
compensation.

The maximum amount of com-
pensation is 10 million tenge 
(US$29,250) on deposits in na-
tional currency, and 5 million 
tenge (US $14,625) on deposits in 
foreign currency.

NB clarifies details of 7-20-25 
housing programme

Staff Report

ASTANA – The National Bank 
of Kazakhstan released a report 
June 27 to answer frequently asked 
questions from citizens about the 
7-20-25 housing lending pro-
gramme.

“To participate in the pro-
gramme, it is necessary to bring 
documents confirming compliance 
of a borrower with the programme 
terms, including the presence of 
employment or entrepreneurial in-
come, as well as other documents 
in accordance with the require-
ments of the bank,” the report said.

A citizen who does not have in-
come is not solvent and cannot get 
a loan under the programme. At 
the same time, the programme has 
not established a minimum level 
of income of a borrower. However, 
a borrower needs to submit con-
firmed income sufficient to service 
the mortgage loan. If a borrower’s 
income level is insufficient, a co-
borrower may be considered. The 
requirements set for a borrower do 
not apply to a co-borrower.

“Banks can set additional re-
quirements for the borrower, not 

inconsistent with the terms of the 
programme,” the report added.

To get a loan, a person should 
be a citizen of Kazakhstan. Ac-
cording to the bank, an applicant 
should convince a lender  of a lack 
of mortgage loans.

The presence of other loans will 
affect the assessment of a person’s 
creditworthiness and the size of 
the potential loan under the pro-
gramme.

“Overdue loans in the borrow-
er’s credit score will adversely af-
fect the credit rating of the housing 
programme participant,” the Na-
tional Bank explained.

All categories of citizens of 
Kazakhstan can participate in the 
7-20-25 programme, including 
civil servants, military person-
nel, people with limited abilities 
and large families. No preferential 
treatment is included in the pro-
gramme.

Down payments must cover 20 
percent of the collateral value of 
the purchased housing, which is 
assessed by the bank.

“The primary contribution 
should be paid in cash. It is impos-
sible to provide other housing as 
collateral,” the bank reported.

Number of large businesses declining
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The number of large 
businesses in Kazakhstan decreased 
from 2,300 to 2,200 in the past year. 
Large companies closed in six re-
gions of the country, reported fin-
prom.kz.

Nineteen large enterprises in Al-
maty ceased activities during the re-
porting period, which ended in May. 
The number fell to 488 compared to 
507 a year earlier.

Similarly, 18 large companies 
closed in South Kazakhstan, four in 
the Almaty region.

“Despite a serious decrease in the 

number of companies, Almaty re-
mains the centre for concentration 
of large business – the city’s share 
in the number of operating large 
enterprises is 43.9 percent. Next 
comes Astana with 11.9 percent. The 
Turkestan region (former South Ka-
zakhstan region) covers 7.9 percent 
of the total number of large busi-
nesses in Kazakhstan,” according to 
the report.

The construction field saw the 
largest number of closed companies, 
falling to 132 compared to 148 a 
year earlier.

The manufacturing industry is 
also losing large enterprises, with 
the number reduced by 13 units to 

236. The agriculture, forestry and 
fishing industries decreased by eight 
units to 62 large farms.

The biggest concentration of large 
companies is in the healthcare and 
social services sector, with 530 units 
representing 23.7 percent of all Ka-
zakh industry. The report noted 261 
enterprises, or 11.7 percent, are in 
the state administration, defence and 
compulsory social security areas. 
Manufacturing has 236 large com-
panies, a 10.6-percent share.

The decline in large company ac-
tivity has been observed in the last 
three years, as the number of large 
businesses decreased by 140 units 
from May 2015-May 2018.

Most Finance Ministry services 
were provided in e-format last year

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The majority of 
services of the Kazakh Ministry 
of Finance were provided in elec-
tronic format in 2017, Minister 
Bakhyt Sultanov told a July 3 gov-
ernment meeting on digitisation.

Of 18 million services last year, 
the ministry provided 16 million, 
or 88 percent, in electronic format, 
including through a specially des-
ignated web portal, egov.kz.

“By the end of the year, we 
plan to transfer six state services 
to electronic format (without the 
participation of the human factor). 
We intend to shorten the circula-
tion period of 25 state services,” 
he said.

As a result, the share of services 
in electronic form will increase to 
95 percent.

The time needed to provide in-
formation on the availability of 
tax debts was reduced from three 
days to several minutes.

“Thanks to the centralisation 
of personal accounts, cases of er-
roneous payment of taxes were 
shortened three times,” said Sul-
tanov.

One of the ministry’s key tasks 
is optimising and automating the 
budget planning process. The work 
is currently completed on paper, 
resulting in long data collection 
periods up to 80 working days.

“Automation will cut expenses 
(paper, stationery, travel expenses, 
postal services) to form a budget 

application of 70 percent, as the 
terms of approval will be reduced 
four times (from 80 to 20 days),” 
he added.

Government purchases are pres-
ently conducted in electronic for-
mat, allowing businesses to save 
up to 10 billion tenge (US$29.2 
million) annually for postal and 
travel expenses. The state may 
save more than 200 billion tenge 
(US$585.3 million).

The financial sector is one of the 
key industries for digital technol-
ogy. Financial services are linked 
by the possibility of using infor-
mation technology (IT) tools and 
digital solutions, according to 
National Bank Chair Daniyar Aki-
shev.

In recent years, the most signifi-
cant trend in the financial industry 
has been providing online services 
through the Internet and mobile 
applications. Almost all Kazakh 
banks have introduced a remote 
banking system. Mobile banking 
services are provided by 60 per-
cent of banks, which serve almost 
90 percent of the entire banking 
client base. Approximately 10 
million users are registered in the 
systems, 30 percent of whom reg-
ularly conduct operations.

“Every day, 400,000 trans-
actions worth 6 billion tenge 
(US$17.5 million) are carried out 
through digital banking. Seventy 
percent of financial transactions 
of business entities are also con-
ducted through remote services,” 
he said.

Officials directed to speed up work 
on business regulation improvements

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Kazakh Prime Minis-
ter Bakytzhan Sagintayev, speaking 
at the June 26 government meeting, 
instructed officials to accelerate in-
troducing the normative legal acts 
(NLA) to improve the nation’s busi-
ness environment.

President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
signed the law May 24 to improve 
business regulations. The document 
is expected to advance and expand 
the business environment, as well as 
reduce administrative barriers and 
business costs.

Implementing the law requires 
146 regulations, according to First 
Vice Minister of National Economy 
Ruslan Dalenov. Officials are par-
ticularly focused on the 24 NLAs 
aimed at improving Kazakhstan’s 
position in the Doing Business rank-
ing.

Campaigns to clarify the law and 
raise awareness have been conduct-
ed since June 8 among entrepreneurs 
in Aktobe, Almaty, Kokshetau, Pav-
lodar and nearby regions. Represent-
atives of local executive agencies, 

the Atameken National Chamber 
of Entrepreneurs and its regional 
branches, business associations and 
businesspersons are participating in 
the programme.

“In July, there are plans to hold a 
number of seminars for local execu-
tive agencies… At these seminars, 
local authorities will undergo train-
ing on analysis and assessment of 
the costs and benefits of the intro-
duced regulation,” said Dalenov.

Officials presented reports during 
the meeting concerning the law’s 
introduction. Plans are underway 
to improve the organisation and 
conduct of comprehensive non-de-
partmental expertise of construction 
projects by adopting rules to deter-
mine website maintenance and in-
formation systems on a one-window 
basis.

“Ten joint orders with the Minis-
try of National Economy are aimed 
at adjusting the criteria for assessing 
the degree of risk and reducing the 
requirements of checklists in con-
struction, industrial safety, technical 
regulation, geology and transport. 
They are supposed to be adopted 
in November,” said Minister for In-

vestments and Development Zhenis 
Kassymbek.

Seven NLAs will be adopted in 
November to regulate the criteria for 
risk assessment in the oil and gas, 
electricity, nuclear and environmen-
tal sectors, according to Minister of 
Energy Kanat Bozumbayev.

Amendments were also intro-
duced to optimise enforcement 
procedures. In matters of intellec-
tual property, controlling business 
entities excludes the use of copy-
right, industrial property, selective 
achievements and integrated micro-
circuit topography.

Following the meeting, 
Sagintayev noted the regions are 
very supportive of the law. Entre-
preneurs are eagerly awaiting early 
adoption of the necessary regulatory 
and legal acts.

As such, the ministries have been 
instructed to speed up the adop-
tion and ensure the quality of the 
required NLAs. At the same time, 
officials are drawing attention to 
the comments from the Atameken, 
which announced Sagintayev will 
be making working trips to the re-
gions.

The Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC) and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Commission are strengthening 
their cooperation in order to create a 
common financial market, Kazakh-
tv.kz reports. Member countries of the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
share the goal of harmonising legis-
lation regulating financial markets 
by 2025. The financial centre can be 
a platform for the EAEU to test new 
approaches and new tools. “Our role 
is to attract world investors and new 
financial technologies to the centre, 
so that they can offer their products 
or investments to the population of 
the EAEU member countries. The 
AIFC can be a window and a guaran-
tor for the investors,” AIFC Governor 
Kairat Kelimbetov said. 

Early this month, Kazakhstan’s 
second-tier banks began to re-
ceive and review documents on 
the country’s new 7-20-25 housing 
programme, National Bank Chair 
Daniyar Akishev reported, 24.kz 
said. The programme involves seven 
commercial financial institutions and 
two more second-tier banks intend 
to join before the end of this year. 
The bank notes high demand for the 
programme. Approximately 3,000 
applications from citizens of Kazakh-
stan have been received so far. The 
maximum cost of housing approved 
by the programme is 25 million tenge 
(US$72,962) in Astana, Almaty, Ak-
tau and Atyrau. In other regions, the 
threshold is limited to 15 million 
tenge (US$43,777).

Kazakhstan’s economic growth 
could reach 5.5 percent in the up-
coming years, according to experts 
of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Kazakh-tv.kz reports. Accord-
ing to the IMF, it will take two to four 
years for Kazakhstan to achieve such 
indicators, as the country implements 
structural reforms and other initia-
tives. The work of the Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre (AIFC) will 
also influence Kazakhstan’s econo-
my. The first transactions through the 
AIFC will take place this summer. 
According to IMF analysts, the finan-
cial centre’s strong legal framework 
will contribute to international inves-
tors’ trust in Kazakhstan. 

Since the beginning of the year, 
Kazakhstan’s machinery output has 
increased more than 12 percent, ac-
cording to 24.kz. Significant growth 
is observed in the production of cars. 
As the Ministry for Investments and 
Development reported, the work of 
the sector was positively affected 
by the restoration of demand in the 
market, exports, as well as a soft loan 
programme. Last year, every third 
car sold was produced at a domestic 
enterprise and more than 1,500 cars 
were exported. This year, the volume 
of production is expected to reach 1 
trillion tenge (US$2.9 billion).

In five years, Kazakhstan will 
launch a new satellite, KazSat-2R, 
Kazakh-tv.kz reports. The new sat-
ellite will replace KazSat-2, as the 
latter’s warranty period of operation 
will expire by that time. The new 
model assembles the most advanced 
technologies. The satellite’s launch 
will increase signal power to 1,728 
megahertz, twice the current level. It 
will cover more than 4,000 television 
and radio networks, cellular commu-
nications and satellites. “The Digital 
Kazakhstan programme has many 
goals. One of the most fundamental 
goals is 100 percent internet coverage 
of the entire country. E-government 
can be brought to remote areas of 
Kazakhstan. We need a more power-
ful satellite to achieve these goals,” 
Bauyrzhan Kudabayev, deputy presi-
dent of the National Centre of Space 
Communication, said.

In the first quarter, large enter-
prises produced a record volume of 
products and services worth 7 tril-
lion tenge (US$20.3 billion), which 
is 24.3 percent more compared to the 
same period a year earlier, according 
to finprom.kz. The largest volume of 
production was in the mining indus-
try and the development of quarries - 
2.2 trillion tenge (US$6.38 billion) in 
the reporting period (the share from 
all industries is 31.7 percent). The 
manufacturing industry with 1.3 tril-
lion tenge (US$3.7 billion) was the 
second sector with the largest output 
volume. The transport and logistics 
sector was among top three largest 
industries with 977.4 billion tenge 
(US$2.8 billion).
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KMG International operating profits 
reach $47 million in first quarter 2018

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – KazMunayGas 
(KMG) International, part of the 
Kazakhstan’s national oil and gas 
company KazMunayGas, showed 
12 percent growth in operating 
profits in the first quarter of 2018 
over 2017.

The company’s operating prof-
its reached $47 million and net 
profits reached $8.5 million in the 
first three months of 2018. Exports 
reached 1.3 million tonnes. Gross 
turnover was $2.7 billion, 38 per-
cent more compared to 2017.

“The first quarter was a re-
cord one for the company that 
significantly improved its opera-
tional efficiency by increasing its 
maximum production capacity 
achieved last year,” said the com-
pany’s statement.

In 2007, KazMunayGas pur-
chased a 75 percent stake in Ro-
mania’s second largest oil com-

pany Rompetrol and two years 
later bought out the remaining 25 
percent becoming the sole share-
holder in the company, in what is 
now known as KMG International.

With headquarters in Amster-
dam, the company’s activities in-
clude oil processing, refining, trad-
ing and retail spanning 11 markets 
in Europe and Central Asia and 
employing more than 7,000 people 
worldwide, including 5,000 in Ro-
mania.

Its key assets are the Petromidia 
refinery, Romania’s largest refinery 
company with an annual capacity 
of more than five million tonnes, 
in Navodari city in the region’s 
strategic Constanta port and Vega 
refinery in the Prahova county.

The company’s 2018 growth is 
underpinned by an increasing pro-
cessing volume and sales in Roma-
nia and the region.

“At the same time, the company 
continues its measures to optimise 
and increase cost efficiency of pro-

cessing, logistics and sales as well 
as transform current activities to 
cut operational costs and increase 
profitability,” read the statement.

“In 2018, we continued im-
plementation of the internal pro-
grammes that seek to achieve 
steady development and diversi-
fication of business. First of all, 
this includes low cost initiatives 
in oil processing, trading and retail 
bringing economic benefits right 
after their introduction, in other 

words, quick win initiatives,” said 
KMG International Vice President 
for Corporate Development and 
Strategy Alexei Golovin.

Current projects implemented 
by the company are meant to 
achieve comprehensive digitisa-
tion of production, launch new 
oil chemical and polymer produc-
tion capacities, set up additional 
reservoirs at oil storage facilities, 
increase energy efficiency and ex-
pand the geography of petrol sta-

tions in Romania as well as other 
target markets, including Turkey, 
Ukraine and Serbia.

Golovin cited the “achievement 
of record indicators in operational 
efficiency and maximum produc-
tion capacity” as key drivers be-
hind the company’s growth.

“With that in place, another fac-
tor bringing positive effect is the 
company’s current programme 
‘Change for Good.’ This is a sym-
biosis of best business practices 
and developments in building an 
effective corporate culture model 
as well as neurophysiology and 
psychology. The key role is giv-
en to the creation of a favourable 
working environment within the 
company and value of each and 
every worker in the team,” he said.

Continued from Page A1

“We hope we will be investing 
more and more in the private sec-
tor and we see this trend reflected 
in the portfolio feedback of the 
country,” said European Bank of 
Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) Country Director Dr. Ag-
ris Preimanis.

The country is seeking to at-
tract investments in almost all sec-
tors of its economy. In particular, 
Sagintayev he noted the great po-
tential in the agro-industrial com-
plex, primarily in the food indus-
try. In the next five years, there are 
plans to increase labour produc-
tivity and processed agricultural 
product exports by 2.5 times.

“Kazakhstan has already con-
cluded agreements with a num-
ber of countries – China, Iran, the 
United Arab Emirates, the United 
Arab Emirates – for the export of 
agricultural goods to new mar-
kets,” he said.

Kazakhstan also anticipates in-
vestments in relatively new, rapid-
ly developing sectors of the econ-
omy such as ICT, tourism, finance, 
e-commerce, IT service develop-

ment, Big Data, venture business, 
additive technologies and artificial 
intelligence. One of the outcomes 
of KGIR 2018 was 32 signed com-
mercial documents worth $4.7 bil-
lion.

“The location is the strength of 
the country. It is the first country 
on the Silk Road between China 
towards Europe. It gives oppor-
tunities to much more diversified 
sectors that rely on skills and dig-
itisation,” added Preimanis.

“Over the past two years that 
I’ve been here, I really see mo-
mentum growing in terms of at-
tracting FDI, diversifying the 
economy and privatising many of 
the companies that are under the 
government’s arms. These are the 
very positive signs which we see 
reflected in macroeconomic fig-
ures,” added Giovanni Capannelli, 
country director of Asian Develop-
ment Bank.

Economic growth was 4 percent 
at the end of 2017 and the gross 
FDI inflow for the year was $20.8 
billion. A quarter of the funds are 
directed to the manufacturing in-
dustry and about 50 percent to 
non-primary sectors.

Aligning legislation with 
international economic 

norms will attract investment

Citigroup continues to invest in Kazakhstan, 
drive market share, revenue growth

Continued from Page A1

“We continue to build on our 
strategy of sustainable, targeted in-
vestments to drive increased market 
share and revenue growth. We are 
focused on being the best for our 
clients. We focus on innovation and 
are using technology to enhance 
our capabilities, improve the expe-
riences of our clients and to lower 
our costs,” said Cowles.

The bank serves multinational 
companies, emerging market cham-
pions, the public sector, institutional 
investors and an ultrahigh network of 
EMEA households.

“We recently opened a new office 
in Saudi Arabia, where their Vision 
2030 plan is especially ambitious and 
exciting. I expect significant growth in 
the banking sector in the Middle East 
and Africa in the coming years. We 
also see growth potential in Western 
Europe and it’s another area of focus 
in our EMEA priorities,” he added.

Last year was a strong one in in-
vestment banking. Citigroup signifi-
cantly improved its wallet share in 
mergers and acquisitions (M&A) and 
equity capital markets (ECM).

“We ended the year ranked sec-
ond in EMEA in investment bank-
ing revenues, our highest ranking 
ever. In ECM, we topped the vol-

ume tables and ended the year as 
number one in overall ECM and 
IPOs (initial public offerings). We 
have a differentiated strategy, have 
refined our client base and are ex-
tremely focused on delivering for 
that set of clients,” he said.

Kazakhstan plays a pivotal role in 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), as 
one of the key BRI pillars – the Eura-
sian land bridge – is being developed 
almost entirely in Kazakhstan.

“The country has become host of 
the largest dry port in the world, locat-
ed in Khorgos, which will help bridge 
the railway systems of China and Ka-
zakhstan and the rest of Eurasia and 
Europe, leading to a significant reduc-
tion in the shipment cycle for interna-
tional trade,” said Cowles.

The country’s location is critical 
for Chinese goods leaving for many 

countries, including those in the Euro-
pean Union and North America.

“Kazakhstan is benefitting from sig-
nificant Chinese investments and there 
are around 50 projects that the govern-
ment has announced it is supporting as 
part of its renewed and strengthened 
cooperation with China. Kazakhstan 
has become one of the few countries 
that has supported the BRI with its 
own Nurly Zhol programme, where 
the government co-invests in impor-
tant projects in industries such as oil 
and gas, chemicals, industrial produc-
tion and others,” he added.

The government has made signifi-
cant progress in creating a favourable 
climate for foreign direct investment 
(FDI), he noted.

“According to official estimates, 
the volume of FDI has reached nearly 
$300 billion since the early 1990s, 
making Kazakhstan the leading coun-
try by FDI per capita among the CIS 
(Commonwealth of Independent 
States) countries. Kazakhstan is tight-
ly integrated into regional trade and 
the global economy and is well posi-
tioned to benefit from BRI,” he said.

Citigroup is also pleased to be 
part of the Foreign Investor Coun-
cil (FIC) under the President of 
Kazakhstan, which provides a plat-
form for exchanging views and net-
working with investors.

“The FIC composition – over 
30 companies representing ma-
jor multinationals and key foreign 
players operating in the country 
– is another testament to the fact 
that Kazakhstan has become host 
to many of the largest corporates in 
the world,” he said.

Cowles also spoke about his ex-
pectations in banking sector devel-
opment.

“Our experience in emerging 
economies is that the wallet for 
financial services tends to expand 
by 1.5 times-twice the rate of eco-
nomic growth. As Kazakhstan 
continues to rebound from the cri-
sis and to open up to foreign in-
vestment, that bodes well for the 
banking sector. As the wallet for 
financial services grows, I would 
expect the banking sector to be-
come more competitive. At Citi, 
we see an opportunity to partner 
with local banks to help them ex-
pand their product offerings, for 
example,” he said.

The Astana International Finan-
cial Centre (AIFC) is an important 
milestone in bringing foreign in-
vestment into the country, he said. 
As the lone global bank in Kazakh-
stan, Citi is well positioned to help 
drive the flow of foreign capital.

“There are plenty of investment 

opportunities in the country. One of 
Kazakhstan’s priorities is the further 
development of its transport infra-
structure,” he said.

Like many industries, the inter-
national banking market is facing 
certain challenges. This provides 
new opportunities for new players 
attempting to transform industry 
practice and incumbents adjusting to 
meet clients’ new expectations.

“It is up to us to be nimbler and 
more responsive organisations that 
put our clients at the centre of every-
thing we do… We work with start-
ups and co-create with clients to help 
transform client experience. It’s a 
common refrain, but we increasingly 
view fintech as more about choosing 
the right partners and less of an exis-
tential threat, and they want to partner 
with us because we can offer start-ups 
instant scalability and practical expe-
rience in navigating large, complex 
and sophisticated organisations. The 
incumbent banks also have some 
advantages. We have large and loyal 
client bases, extensive regulatory and 
compliance infrastructures, global 
product expertise and valuable cus-
tomer knowledge. Like in many other 
industries, we need to be obsessed 
with the quality of the experience of 
our clients and at Citi we certainly 
are,” added Cowles.

The Damu Entrepreneurship 
Development Fund is switching to 
electronic document management 
for granting subsidies on loans to 
entrepreneurs, reports kapital.kz. 
After an application for subsidies 
has been approved, the agreement 
can be signed with an electronic 
digital signature regardless of 
geographical location and time. 
The switch will reduce the time it 
takes for subsidy contracts to be 
processed as well as cut costs, said 
Damu Fund Chair Abai Sarkulov. 
Online applications for subsidies 
on loans will be available on egov.
kz this autumn.

The Caspian Pipeline Consor-
tium (CPC), which connects the 
Tengiz oil field in the Atyrau re-
gion near the Caspian Sea with 
the Russian Black Sea port of 
Novorossiisk, exported 30 mil-
lion tonnes of oil in the first half of 
2018, 11 percent more than during 
the same period last year. 

China Triumph International 
Engineering Group purchased a 
70 percent share of a glass fac-
tory for $34 million from ARP 
Company, reports informburo.
kz. Construction on the 42 bil-
lion tenge (US$123 million) fa-
cility will end in December. The 
factory is to manufacture special 
glass for mobile phone and tablet 
screens. China Triumph Interna-
tional Engineering is a branch of 
China National Building Material 
Group Corporation, which focuses 
on design and construction of glass 
factories and production of new 
materials. U.S. company Stewart 
Engineers owns another 20 percent 
share in the factory; 10 percent be-
longs to the Investment Fund of 
Kazakhstan. 

Kazakh retailers, manufacturers 
and suppliers joined the Interna-
tional Alliance of Retailers during 
the World of Trade meeting June 
28 to 29 in Astana, according to 
abctv.kz. Joining the institution 
will give Kazakh retailers access 
to a unified database of suppliers 
and help them establish direct con-
tacts between manufacturers and 
retail trade companies, leaving any 
intermediaries out. There are more 
than 2,000 retail companies and 
several thousand manufacturers 
from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Rus-
sia, Belarus and European coun-
tries producing more than 200,000 
types of goods. Retailers will gain 
access to a wide range of goods 
and select products at lower costs, 
which will in turn benefit custom-
ers, said Exim Partners General 
Director Yelena Sargaldakova.

In the first five months of 2018, 
38.2 billion tenge (US$111 mil-
lion) was invested into the Kazakh 
food processing and manufacturing 
industry. According to ranking.kz, 
the Almaty region recorded a 31.3 
percent increase and the Kostanai 
region a 14.9 percent increase in in-
vestments. Producers in the Almaty 
and Kostanai regions contributed 
more than 38 percent of the total 
production volume of the food in-
dustry in the country. In the first five 
months of 2018, Kazakhstan pro-
duced 627.9 billion tenge (US$1.8 
billion) worth of food products, an 
increase of 9.8 percent compared to 
last year. Taking into account infla-
tion, the growth in the physical vol-
ume of the food industry was 6.3 
percent. In the long-term dynamics 
of production, stable growth is ex-
pected both in monetary terms and 
in physical volume.

French pharmaceutical company 
Servier will expand its presence in 
Kazakhstan as it recently signed 
an agreement with the Kazakh 
Invest national company. Servier 
is among top 15 companies in the 
Kazakh pharmaceutical market. 
The sides will cooperate in the 
transfer of innovation technolo-
gies in producing pharmaceutical 
products, efforts to increase the ef-
fectiveness of treatment of chronic 
and non-infectious diseases, in-
cluding cardiovascular diseases 
and diabetes, among other areas. 
Strengthening cooperation with 
Kazakh companies and Kazakh-
stan, where Servier has been pre-
sent for more than 20 years, is a 
priority, said Servier Managing 
Director for Russia and Eurasian 
Economic Union Jerome Gavet.
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Kazakhstan remains undiscovered 
bird-watching destination

By David Bradshaw,  
Special To The Astana Times

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s loca-
tion, where Asia meets Europe, 
has long made it a place where 
people meet and mix. But what 
makes Kazakhstan special for 
humans also makes it stand out 
for wildlife and, in particular, 
birds.

The country’s geographical po-
sition, un-spoilt nature and vari-
ety of habitats attract a fantastic 
array of species.

That is why for many keen 
birdwatchers, and especially 
those from Europe, Kazakhstan 
figures high on any must-visit list 
of countries. It is not just the va-
riety of species that breed or mi-
grate through that make it so at-
tractive but also that birds which 
are much sought-after rarities 
at home can be found here with 
very little effort.

These are the reasons why tour 
groups from Europe and North 
America head every spring to 
Kazakhstan to enjoy its wonder-
ful birds and spectacular scenery. 
There is a well-trodden route 
which takes in the high moun-
tains and desert areas around Al-
maty and the steppes surrounding 
Astana itself. New tours are now 
being pioneered to the far north-
west of the country.

Over three decades ago, I was a 
pioneer myself when I was fortu-
nate to be a member of one of the 
very first western bird tours to 
visit Kazakhstan – part of a much 
wider trip around the Soviet Un-
ion. For two days in 1984, we 
stayed in Tselinograd, as Astana 
was then called, and travelled out 
into the steppe. Even after such 
a long time, I have vivid memo-
ries of the fantastic birds we saw, 
the warm welcome we received 
with the town’s mayor and local 
TV crew coming out with us for 
a day’s birding as well as the not-
so-pleasant greetings from the 
local horseflies.

My visits to Astana since have 
been in the depth of winter. So 
when I returned last month, I was 
keen to add a couple of days onto 
my trip to see if the area could 
still produce the fabulous birds I 
remember. It took a little effort to 
put in place the guiding arrange-
ments needed but it was cer-
tainly worth it. Although Astana 
has greatly expanded over the 
last three decades there are still 
plenty of great birds to see both 
within reach of the city by car 
and even on foot.

The jewel in the crown is 
Korgalzhyn National Park, a 

couple of hours drive from Asta-
na. This vast area of virgin grass-
land, lakes and reedbeds is so 
remarkable that it has been given 
special status by UNESCO. For 
those living in much more heav-
ily populated countries than Ka-
zakhstan, it is breath-taking to 
look to the horizon and see no 
sign of roads, habitation, power 
or telephone lines.

Korgalzhyn’s birds live up to 
this fabulous setting. It is fa-
mous for having the world’s most 
northern breeding colony of Fla-
mingos. But while it is always 
great to see this iconic species, 
there are other places in west-
ern Europe to catch up with it. 
That’s not the case with many of 
Korgalzhyn’s other outstanding 
birds.

Among the species which are 
very rare in Western Europe 
but are found on the reserve are 
Great Black-headed Gulls, Dem-
oiselle Cranes and Black-winged 
Pratincole. It is also an interna-
tionally important breeding site 
for the highly endangered So-
ciable Lapwing. Both Black and 
White-winged Larks, too, have 
an almost mythical status to 
European bird-watchers but are 
easy to see from the rough tracks 
which crisscross the reserve. In 
fact, Black Larks started appear-
ing by the side of the main road 
long before we got to the reserve.

It is not just nesting birds 
which make Korgalzhyn such 
an important reserve. It is also a 
vital resting place for millions of 
birds during migration. I was told 
that as many as 500,000 Red-
necked Phalaropes, a charismatic 
shorebird, pass through in spring 
while in autumn thousands of 
rare White-headed Ducks make 
it a staging post. In all, some 
300 species of birds have been 
seen on the reserve, which is also 
home to other wildlife including 
wolves, Saiga Antelope and mar-
mots.

Korgalzhyn is a huge reserve 
and lacks the hides and board-
walks that visitors to nature 
sanctuaries in much of Europe 
and North America might expect. 
Indeed, it is its unspoilt space 
and open-ness which is its main 
attraction. Getting the best out of 
it needs the help of one of its pro-
fessional ornithologists to guide 
you around the bewildering net-
work of tracks.

On my visit, we must have 
travelled many kilometres to en-
joy a wildlife spectacle, which 
also included Pelicans, Harriers, 
Falcons and a magnificent Steppe 
Eagle. And, of course, you must 
remember to get the seasons 

right. By the time winter arrives, 
almost all its birds, including its 
Flamingos, are a long way south.

But while Korgalzhyn 
shouldn’t be missed by anyone 
interested in nature, there is no 
need to travel so far to enjoy 
some great bird-watching. Lakes, 
marshes and steppe with plenty 
of good birds surround Astana. At 
Akmol, only 25 km from the city, 
there is a reed-bed which must be 
as big as any in the United King-
dom. In a couple of hours, I saw 
Pratincoles, Cranes, Booted War-
blers and Rufous Turtle Doves 
along with many other species.

In woodland not far from the 
airport, colourful Golden Orioles 
sang and Fieldfare fed young all 
around me. The many trees which 
have been planted in recent dec-
ades are very attractive to a large 
number of species.  And most 
days I managed an early morning 
walk from my city centre hotel 
to a marsh in the shadow of Nor-
man Foster’s Khan Shatyr shop-
ping mall.

Birds were everywhere, in-
cluding spectacular Red-spotted 
Bluethroats, Paddyfield and 
Great Reed Warblers along with 
Citrine and Blue-headed Wag-
tails.  Bitterns boomed from the 
reeds, Marsh Harriers hunted 
overhead and Red-necked and 
Great-crested Grebes, along with 
a variety of ducks and shore-
birds, enjoyed the open water 
and muddy fringes. On one oc-
casion, a White-headed Duck 
emerged from the reed-bed and, 
on another morning, a Dalmatian 
Pelican flapped lazily over the 
western edge of the city.

The birds, of course, must share 
the area with Astana’s ever-grow-
ing human population. There was 
already plenty of building taking 
place at the edges of the marsh. 
Although there is a wealth of 
such habitat nearby, it would be 
a shame if all of it disappears un-
derneath tarmac and apartment 
blocks. Cities across the world 
are recognising how important 
it is – for people as well as wild-
life – to ensure nature has a home 
within their boundaries.

Thirty-four years after my last 
bird-watching visit, Astana lived 
up to my memories. It would be 
even more magical a few weeks 
earlier when migration and bird 
song are both in full swing. And 
as for those biting insects, I am 
happy to report that they were 
nowhere near as ferocious as I 
remembered.

The author is a birdwatcher 
from England with more than 
30 years of experience.

Blue-headed Wagtail

Bluethroat

Black-winged Pratincole

Citrine Wagtail

Legal Advisory Council 
completes first review 

of AIFC’s commercial laws
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Legal Advisory 
Council (LAC) at the Astana 
International Financial Centre 
(AIFC) recently completed the 
first review of the commercial 
laws underpinning the AIFC’s op-
erations, which began Jan. 1.

“This was a considerable 
achievement, bearing in mind 
the short time allowed for the 
task. This involved 10 meet-
ings, monthly or more frequently. 
Overall, some 30 sets of Regula-
tions and Rules were reviewed, 
amended and approved,” Legal 
Advisory Council Chairman at 
the AIFC Michael Blair said in 
an exclusive interview with The 
Astana Times.

The council includes senior 
commercial lawyers in London 
with transactional and advisory 
links to Kazakhstan. The council 
also includes lawyers with finan-
cial regulatory and forensic expe-
rience. All members, said Blair, 
must have an understanding of 
the AIFC’s goals and the ability to 
help achieve them.

Completing the review involved 
close review across a broad spec-
trum of laws.

“The main challenge was the 
breadth of the material that had 
to be covered. It ranged from 
early work on contract law and 
employment law through to late 
work on the rules for courts and 
for arbitration. In the meantime, 
we had to tackle other broad top-
ics, such as the law of compa-
nies, partnerships, insolvency, 
personal property, security and 
obligations (tort),” the chairman 
said.

The review also involved com-
mercial topics such as data protec-
tion, netting and payment finality. 
The LAC members had to review 
the core of the financial regulatory 
system and set up in the Financial 

Services Framework Regulations. 
All this posed quite a challenge 
over the course of the year.

“The second challenge was the 
shortness of time that was avail-
able for the task. This must have 
imposed even more of a burden 
on the staff drafting the texts, 
including expert counsel and the 
staff supporting the LAC, than on 
the members themselves,” Blair 
said.

This year, the council has less 
pressure, but it still has monthly 
meetings. The LAC members 
plan to review recent constitution-
al amendments made to facilitate 
the AIFC’s development, and is-
sues of lesser detail which crop up 
in the establishment phase.

“I also expect that the LAC will 
wish to consider certain revisions 
of their 2017 work, since it was 
obvious to all in 2017 that there 
were potential improvements in 
the texts that could not be tack-
led in the time allowed. So, some 
issues had to be left over, espe-
cially where the relevant prec-
edent being followed from other 
centres was itself out of date by 
international standards. Some of 
these can, I hope, come forward 
for consideration this year,” Blair 
said.

Kazakh economic openness 
good for the country, 

good for global partners
Only a few years ago, it seemed that the 

argument of whether countries thrived 
best when they had economies open 
or partially closed to trade and invest-

ment was decided. Although there was still a vocal 
minority who doubted the benefits of removing 
barriers and focused on the draw-backs of globali-
sation, it had decreasing influence. Instead, we saw 
a hardening consensus – supported by the evidence 
of sustained periods of strong growth and shared 
prosperity – that open economies were the way 
forward. 

Kazakhstan’s own experience, as we have said 
before, gave powerful support to this view. The de-
cision was made at an early stage in our country’s 
modern history to encourage outside investment 
and partnerships. From the top, policies were put 
in place to deliver this ambition. Its success can 
be seen in the fact that Kazakhstan has attracted 
over 70 percent of direct foreign investment into 
Central Asia which, in turn, has been a powerful 
driver of economic progress and improved living 
standards. 

But what had appeared to be a settled global 
consensus is now fracturing a little more every 
month. Instead of the remaining economic barriers 
being dismantled across the world, we see fresh 
ones being erected almost everywhere we look. In 
some cases, these new economic obstacles are put 
in place as political punishments. In others, their 
imposition is a bid to remedy what are seen as 
unfair economic practices or outcomes. Invariably, 
of course, both approaches lead to retaliation and 
new brakes being placed on trade and investment, 
which have a knock-on impact on all countries, not 
just those directly involved in the disputes.  

We will see how these new barriers affect global 
growth, investment and prosperity in the months 
and years ahead. But few believe the outcome, 
at least in the short-term, will be anything other 
than negative. Even the supporters of such actions 
generally accept that there will be pain but sug-
gest that, in the long run, it will prove to have been 
worth it.  

Despite this change in attitudes, Kazakhstan, as 
we have said before, is sticking to the approach, 
which has served it so well. Whether it is its cen-
tral role in the Belt and Road initiative and Eura-
sian Economic Union or its enhanced partnership 
with the European Union, the country continues to 
champion the benefits of removing barriers to trade 
and economic co-operation. 

The Astana International Finance Centre – the 
subject of our editorial in the last edition – is, 
as we said, a strong symbol of this commitment. 

The official launch of the AIFC last week and the 
emphasis placed during the event on spreading 
prosperity throughout the region was a vote of 
confidence in an open global economy.

The creation of Kazakh Invest, too, underlines 
the country’s continued welcoming approach to 
the widest possible partnerships. Rather than the 
increased suspicions we can see elsewhere about 
outside investment, Kazakhstan believes it has a 
critical role in strengthening the economy and, 
importantly, in its continued diversification and 
modernisation.  

While foreign investment in Kazakhstan has up 
to now understandably centred on the country’s 
successful oil and gas industry, opportunities 
increasingly exist in many other sectors, includ-
ing food processing. Kazakh Invest’s role is both 
to help publicise these opportunities, in whichever 
field they exist, and then make it easier for poten-
tial investors to get involved.  

Around 50 priority projects, amounting to some 
$20 billion, have been shared in recent months 
by Kazakh Invest’s network of offices in finan-
cial hubs across the world. Chairman Saparbek 
Tuyakbayev revealed earlier this summer that such 
is their attractiveness that five to 10 international 
companies have expressed an interest in each of 
these projects. 

But finding potential partners is only part of Ka-
zakh Invest’s role. Once interest is shown, it then 
uses its expertise to help them navigate their way 
through the process and, wherever it can, identify 
and remove obstacles to their involvement.  It is 
a one-stop shop approach, with a strong regional 
input, which is key to delivering on the ambitious 
targets set in the country’s National Investment 
Strategy to increase FDI by another 26 percent by 
2022.  

The experience and knowledge they gather will 
also help guide the action being taken on a broad 
front to continue to improve the country’s invest-
ment climate. These efforts have already won 
international recognition. It is worth repeating that 
Kazakhstan was judged in the World Bank’s 2018 
Doing Business report as having the best protec-
tion for minority investors of any country in the 
world.  

It is a remarkable achievement for a country, 
which was part of the Soviet Union just a gen-
eration ago. The fact that Kazakhstan wants to 
set the highest international standards across the 
board shows that there will be no retreat from a 
belief that removing barriers to trade and invest-
ment, wherever possible, is the best way to boost 
national, regional and global prosperity.

Michael Blair
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Kazakhstan’s digital strategy offers  
a foundation for successful development

By Ilya Karpov

At the parliamentary hearings 
devoted to the progress of the Dig-
ital Kazakhstan state programme, 
Senate Speaker Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev noted the importance of 
digital technologies and stressed 
“it is important to develop a digi-
tal mentality – the ability to work 
effectively in a new digital reality 
– among the population, including 
civil servants.”

“We must involve our population 
in the digital economy by develop-
ing literacy in this area,” the speak-
er told all the responsible agencies.

Chair of the Board of Kazakhtele-
com Kuanyshbek Yessekeyev ad-
dressed the parliamentary hearings 
about the role of the infrastructure 
operator in the development of the 
Digital Kazakhstan programme.

In his state-of-the-nation ad-
dress “New Development Oppor-
tunities in the Conditions of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution,” 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
set a number of strategic tasks, 
one of which is to provide univer-
sal access to the fiber-optic infra-
structure that can give a powerful 
impetus to many industries. How 
does Kazakhtelecom plan to pro-
vide rural areas with broadband 
access to the internet?

The Digital Kazakhstan pro-
gramme is a guide for the active 
implementation of digital technol-
ogies, the development of econom-
ic processes needed to improve the 
competitiveness of enterprises and 
the country as a whole, and to im-
prove the quality of life and the 
formation of the civil society.

As part of the Digital Kazakhstan 
state programme we, as a large op-
erator with our own developed in-
frastructure, plan to provide rural 
settlements with a population of at 
least 500 people with broadband 
access through the construction of 
fiber-optic communication lines 
(FOCL). The project is to be im-
plemented in 2018-2020 through 
public-private partnership.

In particular, our company is 
planning to take part in a tender 
to determine the private partner. 
The conditions stipulate the provi-
sion of 828 rural settlements with 
broadband internet access (con-
nection of 2,496 state institutions, 
construction of fiber-optic lines 
with a total length of over 14,200 
km). The expected benefit of the 
project is the coverage of 2.4 mil-
lion citizens.

Today, there are more than 6,000 
rural settlements in the country, 
1,197 of which are already cov-
ered by broadband access.

By 2020, the number of settle-
ments with broadband internet ac-
cess will be gradually increased to 
3,000 and more. Thanks to tech-
nology integration and coverage 
with LTE communication stand-
ard, this figure will increase to 
5,193 settlements.

The implementation of the 
FOCL project in rural areas will 
allow providing about 2,500 state 
institutions with digital services.

The increase in the level of em-
ployment of the population through 
the creation of jobs both during 
construction work and after its 
completion is expected to be an-
other positive effect of this project. 
In addition, the growth of com-
puter literacy of the population, the 
development of e-commerce, the 
availability of computer equipment 
and software will subsequently 
achieve an even more significant 
effect from the development of 
broadband internet access.

In the second quarter of this 
year, you are working with akims 
(governors) of regions, negotiat-
ing on digitisation of territories 
and the introduction of innova-
tive services for the population. 
In which regions has this work 
already been carried out?

Within the implementation of 
the tasks set by the head of state, 
we are actively working on the im-
plementation of projects aimed at 
improving access to services for 
the population, the development 
of broadband access and the intro-
duction of information and com-
munication services.

Upon our initiative, meetings 
were held with the heads of the 
Atyrau, Karaganda, Mangistau, 
East Kazakhstan and Pavlodar 
regions. During these meetings, 
agreements were reached, tasks 
were set for the heads of regional 
telecommunications directorates, 
but most importantly – we get the 
picture from the inside, raise prob-
lematic issues and suggest solu-
tions for them.

I would like to particularly note 
that the akims support our vision of 
the implementation of this project, 
which is undoubtedly important 

for the country’s economy and the 
social sphere; they understand the 
current issues and provide support 
to searching for and implementing 
solutions.

In September 2017, Ka-
zakhtelecom, in cooperation with 
the Atameken National Chamber 
of Entrepreneurs, developed a 
project to launch an open digital 
platform for small and medium-
sized businesses. The press re-
lease on that occasion said the 
platform would give impetus to 
the development of Kazakhstan’s 
businesses. How is the platform 
developing?

The Open Digital Platform for 
SMBs project is implemented as 
part of the initiatives to create an 
information basis for Kazakhstan’s 
businesses, helping an infocom-
munications operator master new 
businesses and markets and intro-
duce digital marketing methods to 
provide a client-oriented and seg-
ment-oriented approach to sales.

The creation of an open digital 
platform (ODP) will provide ac-
cess to the digital economy for 
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses and will become a basis 
for companies to enter local and 
international markets. At the same 
time, for businesses that provide 
services in a particular region and 
for producers of goods targeted at 

local consumers, registration at a 
domestic platform is better than 
entering foreign internet platforms.

ODP’s basis is its infrastructure, 
which includes Kazakhtelecom’s 
own network of data centres, 
data transmission channels, cloud 
resources, internal information 
systems such as CRM platforms, 
billing, reference analytics, multi-
channel customer support systems 
– contact centres, ServiceDesk – in 
other words, a whole range of ser-
vices and opportunities on a single 
platform, which Kazakhtelecom is 
ready to provide today.

We expect that the introduction 
of Kazakhstan’s online platform 
like this will increase the com-
petitiveness of small and medium-
sized businesses and help master 
new market opportunities, ensur-
ing the growth of business profit-
ability through synergy.

Currently, there is a large num-
ber of platforms like Business 
Territory, One stop shop of state 
support measures and others. 
What is the difference between 
Kazakhtelecom’s open digital 
platform for businesses and these 
resources?

Our digital platform has not been 
created from scratch, as mentioned 
above, it is based on Kazakhtele-
com’s technological base. As a tel-

ecom operator, the company also 
provides services to more than 60 
percent of entrepreneurs and has 
the largest contact centre. All these 
resources will be actively used 
to attract the owners of cloud IT 
services, the business expert com-
munity, bloggers, business content 
providers, operators of state sup-
port measures.

Therefore, we are creating an 
unprecedented digital platform for 
cooperation between all Kazakh 
businesses. At the same time, we 
do not limit the participants either 
by ownership or by type of activ-
ity. The most important principles 
here are mutual benefit and secu-
rity of interaction for all the plat-
form participants.

In addition, the integration of 
the platform with Atameken’s One 
Stop Shop of state support meas-
ures is necessary to ensure con-
venient access for ODP users to 
state support measures, thus being 
an additional digital channel for 
SMBs to interact with the state.

How does the Open Digital 
Platform for SMBs project influ-
ence the development of the do-
mestic IT industry?

For IT companies, the digital 
platform provides a wide range of 
high-tech digital tools for promot-
ing cloud applications, opportu-
nities of using digital marketing, 
integration with other services to 
enhance customer value, security 
and scalability.

IT companies that provide their 
services on the platform receive a 
number of benefits, such as a re-
duced time for IT products to enter 

a market (Time to Market), lower 
costs of IT services thanks to the 
use of ready-made ODP compo-
nents, using digital marketing for 
promotion as an ODP built-in ser-
vice, improving the quality of IT 
services through open competi-
tion on the platform and increasing 
profitability by scaling the busi-
ness through the platform. All this 
will ultimately lead to a wide dis-
tribution of solutions for IT com-
panies and the development of the 
entire industry.

It is necessary to note the po-
tential effect of implementing a 
digital platform for businesses. 
There is an effect for both small 
and medium businesses and the 
domestic IT industry. For in-
stance, the following effect is 
expected for SMBs: a reduction 
of business expenses by at least 
30 percent, an increase in sales 
by 20-40 percent within three 
years and a three-fold reduction 
of time to market.

In addition, according to ana-
lysts, the share of Kazakhstan 
content in the IT industry is ex-
pected to increase from 15 to 30 
percent, domestic ICT companies 
will access the client base of over 
200,000 SMB representatives. Our 
experts also predict a 25 percent 
reduction in ICT companies’ costs 
for marketing, sales and after-sales 
support of clients. As you can see, 
this is the essence of a project for 
businesses.

I am sure that in the near future, 
platform users will be able to as-
sess the opportunities and trends 
that are created and implemented 
for them.

Kuanyshbek Yessekeyev

Kazakh agricultural industry increases exports
By Gulmira Issayeva

In 2017, exports of agricultural 
products from Kazakhstan in-
creased by 12.5 percent, includ-
ing of processing products – by 
10.7 percent.

This was primarily due to the 
huge work of agricultural pro-
ducers, as well as the measures 
taken by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture to open new markets.

For instance, the work on 
harmonising the veterinary and 
phytosanitary requirements of 
importing countries resulted in a 
34.3-percent increase of exports 
of domestic agro-industrial prod-
ucts to China. Last year, 7,700 
tonnes of soybeans worth $3.1 
million, as well as a first batch 
of 228 pedigree horses were ex-
ported to China for the first time. 
On average, exports of frozen 
fish, vegetable oil and oilseeds 
increased three-fold.

In addition, there are permits 
for the export of frozen lamb, 
wheat, wheat bran, rapeseed meal 
from Kazakhstan to China. This 
year, we plan to agree on veteri-
nary requirements for beef, pork 
and some types of cereals, leg-

umes and melons. These meas-
ures are expected to result in an 
increase in exports to China of at 
least 20-30 percent next year.

The removal of supply barriers 
made it possible to export live 
sheep worth $287,000 and 509.86 
tonnes of lamb worth $2.8 mil-
lion to Iran in 2017 for the first 
time. Our exports of other prod-
ucts to this country increased 
too: rapeseed export increased 
7.8 times and reached $10.5 mil-
lion, barley – 1.4 times to $127.8 
million, legume vegetables – 1.9 
times to $6.2 million.

We renewed our exports of 
sunflower seeds (11,700 tonnes 
worth $4.5 million). This year we 
plan to coordinate with Iran the 
requirements for beef and live 
cattle exported from Kazakhstan.

In September 2017, a positive 

conclusion was received from the 
Ministry of Environment, Water 
and Agriculture of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia on removing re-
strictions on the supply of cattle 
and small cattle (sheep, goats) 
from Kazakhstan to that country.

Currently, negotiations are un-
der way with the Saudi side on 
the development and harmonisa-
tion of a veterinary certificate for 
the export of cattle and small cat-
tle for slaughter and breeding.

Barriers have also been re-
moved on the supply of meat, 
meat products and chicken eggs 
to the United Arab Emirates. As 
a result, 34.2 tonnes of frozen 
beef and 24 tonnes of lamb were 
exported to the UAE for the first 
time in 2017.

This year, negotiations will 
also be held with the veterinary 
and phytosanitary services of 
Israel, Turkey, Gulf countries, 
Japan and the European Union 
countries on the possibility of 
supplying Kazakhstan’s agricul-
tural products.

Meanwhile, despite the posi-
tive indicators on exports of ag-
ricultural products in 2017, there 
are still problems that remain un-
solved. One of them is the small 

range of products: 50 percent of 
exports is wheat and flour. The 
reasons behind it are the weak 
awareness of our businesses 
about the possibilities of supply-
ing products to new markets, the 
lack of modern production facili-
ties, the underdeveloped trans-
port and logistics infrastructure 
and poor promotion of brands of 
domestic agricultural products.

To solve these problems, first 
of all we need to explore the po-
tential markets. We should deter-
mine which countries our prod-
ucts can be exported to, as well 
as the volumes, prices, routes, 
transportation costs, veterinary 
and phyto-sanitary requirements 
for Kazakhstan’s products.

An analysis of export markets, 
products and requirements of im-
porting countries (the EAEU and 
EU states, Iran, China, the UAE, 
Afghanistan, Hong Kong, Israel, 
India, Kuwait and several other 
countries) resulted in the produc-
tion of a register of priority ex-
port markets and agro-industrial 
products. The document is pub-
lished on the official website of 
our ministry (mgov.kz) and can 
be used by agro-industrial enti-
ties, as well as by local executive 

bodies in their work with agro-
industrial entities.

Secondly, in cooperation with 
governmental agencies and or-
ganisations we need to create an 
informational and analytical da-
tabase of agricultural exports and 
the Agricultural Exporters Sup-
port Centre.

All of this will contribute to 
the creation of a unified system 
of supporting exports, creating 
favourable conditions for do-
mestic producers and reorienting 
Kazakh agricultural enterprises 
to new markets. In addition, in 
order to increase agricultural 
output that meets international 
requirements, we need to contin-
ue our work on attracting trans-
national corporations and anchor 
investors.

Investment projects are being 
currently developed. These in-
clude projects on the construc-
tion of a food and semi-finished 
products factory, a meat-process-
ing plant in the Almaty region, a 
factory on processing and pro-
ducing camel and mare’s milk 
powder in southern Kazakhstan 
and plants for the production of 
extruded forages and baby food.

Following the example of de-

veloped countries, we need to 
introduce the post of an agricul-
tural adviser or attaché in Ka-
zakhstan’s diplomatic missions 
in priority countries (China, Iran, 
European countries, Australia 
and Canada). Work in this direc-
tion has already begun, and at 
present the matter is under con-
sideration of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

To solve transport and logis-
tics issues, we need to determine 
operating terminals, storages, 
warehouses, wholesale distribu-
tion centres that are necessary 
for construction. The adoption 
of measures requires the stimula-
tion of production and promotion 
of organic products, including 
through exhibitions and presen-
tations and the development of a 
brand of organic products.

These and other problems 
were raised in the government. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and 
other interested state bodies and 
organisations have already been 
given instructions with specific 
deadlines for execution.

The author is the Vice Min-
ister of Agriculture of Kazakh-
stan.
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Kazakhstan, China to construct 
dam on Khorgos River

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva 

ASTANA – The Kazakh Sen-
ate recently ratified an agreement 
between the Kazakh and Chinese 
governments to construct the 
Chukurbulak (Almaly) dam on the 
Khorgos River.

“The dam is necessary to ensure 
the safety of Khorgos international 
cross-border cooperation centre 
since it is situated in a danger-
ous location. The project cost is 
estimated at 11.7 billion tenge 
(US$34.4 million),” said Ka-
zakh Minister of Internal Affairs 
Kalmukhanbet Kassymov.

According to mudflow and flood 

hazard criteria, the Khorgos River 
belongs to the category of high 
hazard. Apart from the cooperation 
centre, the area vulnerable to such 
natural disasters also includes the 
Dostyk hydraulic power system, 
the Baskunchi and Khorgos settle-
ments, the Atasu-Alashankou oil 
pipeline, road and railway bridges.

The dam, capable of halting ap-
proximately 10 million cubic me-
tres of mudflow, will also protect 
people residing in the lower basin 
of the river.

“The cost of constructing the 
mudflow control dam, which will 
be a common property of the two 
countries entering the agreement, 
will be shared equally. The respon-

sibility is placed on the Committee 
for Emergency Situations of Ka-
zakh Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and Chinese Xinjiang Production 
and Construction Corps,” read the 
agreement.

This year, 3.8 billion tenge 
(US$11.17 million) from the 2018-
2020 national budget was allocat-
ed for the dam construction, which 
will be completed in three years.

The facility will be built five 
kilometres upstream from the 
Dostyk, Kazakh-Chinese hydrau-
lic power system.

Experts from both countries cre-
ated the design and estimate docu-
mentation and a Kazakh-Chinese 
committee will be established to 

monitor and manage the construc-
tion process.

The project includes the con-
struction of a central reinforced 
concrete part, the ground part of 
the dam, the control and measur-
ing system, the temporary bridge 
and channel for water drainage 
during the construction period, as 
well as the shore protection struc-
tures located downstream from the 
dam, 200 meters from each side.

The construction agreement was 
signed June 8, 2017 during the of-
ficial visit of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping to Kazakhstan.

The dam’s management and op-
eration will be regulated by a sepa-
rate agreement.

Kazakhstan, Nepal discuss boosting 
tourism, trade, investment

By Abira Kuandyk 

ASTANA – Nepal’s capital, Kath-
mandu, recently hosted a round-table 
discussion on cooperation in trade 
and investment between Kazakhstan 
and Nepal with the participation of 
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to India 
Bulat Sarsenbayev.

The main potential areas of coop-
eration between Kazakhstan and Ne-
pal were discussed, as well as foster-
ing a favourable business climate and 
increasing tourism, the Kazakh For-
eign Ministry press service reports.

Sarsenbayev had an interactive 
session with Asian Institute of Di-
plomacy and International Affairs 
(AIDIA) founder Sunil KC, former 
Nepali education minister and current 
Parliament member Chitra Lekha 
Yadav, and Chamber of Commerce 
President Rajesh Kazi Shrestha, as 
well as other government officials, 
representatives of large business or-
ganisations and Nepalese media.

Exploring new horizons in trade 
and investment in Kazakhstan was 
the main objective of the meeting, 
Sunil noted. He also emphasised the 
growing prominence of Kazakhstan 

in the international arena and re-
viewed the current status of bilateral 
relations between the countries.

Participants learned about planned 
events related to Astana’s 20th an-
niversary and expressed great inter-
est in the Global Silk Road Cities’ 
Mayors Forum and the Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre’s official 
launch taking place prior to the July 
6 celebration of the Day of the Capi-
tal. Sarsenbayev had discussions with 
Kathmandu Deputy Mayor Khadgi 
Hari Prabha and Lalitpur Mayor Chi-
ri Babu Maharjan. He invited both to 
the mayors forum in Astana.

Sarsenbayev also conducted ne-
gotiations with Nepalese Finance 
Minister Yuba Raj Khatiwada, whom 
he invited to the Astana International 
Financial Centre opening ceremony. 
Kazakhstan and Nepal established 
diplomatic relations in 2015. The two 
countries have since highlighted the 
importance of expanding mutually 
beneficial relations in tourism, trade, 
cultural exchange and education.

Kazakhstan and Nepal also partici-
pate in the implementation of China’s 
expansive Belt and Road Initiative, a 
multi-national transport and connec-
tivity project.

Continued from Page A1

“The reasons could be the crisis and 
tax issues. Still, we are working on 
that and since last year, slight growth 
has been noticed. The trade turnover 
is rather low, but the perspective can 
be seen as much better because of the 
interest in concrete projects such as in 
IT, but not only in IT. I think if you 
have more context, you have more 
opportunities. If there is good expe-
rience in one field, the word spreads 
not only to Estonia, but also to the 
rest of the countries,” he said.

While Kazakhstan purchases ser-

vices and equipment such as electric 
motors, generators, water supply and 
heating equipment, milk and dairy 
products from Estonia, the latter most-
ly imports oil and chemical products.

Estonia invested approximately 
25 million euros (US$29.2 mil-
lion) in the Kazakh economy last 
year, mostly in wholesale and retail 
logistics. Kazakhstan invested 26 
million euros (US$30.3 million) in 
Estonian education, science, techni-
cal research, logistics and finance.

“The investment figures are posi-
tive; however, the potential is much 
higher,” he added.

Culture and society are other 
priority cooperation areas for the 
countries.

“I believe youth is the most im-
portant aspect of cooperation. There 
are not many Kazakh students in Es-
tonian universities, so the dynamics 
could be better,” said Maemees.

The ambassador has a positive 
impression of the capital and its resi-
dents.

“There are a lot of young people 
who are ambitious and very friend-
ly. The city is developing, which is 
good to see, and one can also see the 
ambition here,” he added.

Astana architectural exhibition opens in Moscow
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – An architectural ex-
hibition and conference dedicated 
to the 20th anniversary of the Ka-
zakh capital opened recently at 
Moscow’s famous Exhibition of 
People’s Economic Achievements. 
The event highlights the renewed 
capital, its achievements and busi-
ness and tourism potential for the 
broader Russian and international 
community.

“In difficult socio-economic 
conditions, an ambitious task was 
set to build a new, modern me-
tropolis that became a symbol of a 
renewed, independent Kazakhstan 
looking into the future. Following 
Astana’s example, all regions of 
Kazakhstan received a powerful 
development impulse,” said Ka-
zakh First Deputy Prime Minister 
Askar Mamin at the opening cer-
emony.

Holding the exhibition in Mos-
cow is symbolic, because Russia is 
Kazakhstan’s most important stra-
tegic partner and Kazakh-Russian 
relations model the way to develop 
bilateral relations in the 21st cen-
tury, he noted. By the end of the 
year, Kazakhstan will completely 
refurbish its pavilion at the exhi-
bition, restoring many of the ele-
ments that give the building its 
national flavour.

“Undoubtedly, the pavilion of 
independent Kazakhstan will be-
come one of the key places to pre-
sent the economic potential and 
rich cultural heritage of the coun-
try,” he said.

Anton Siluanov, Russia’s First 

Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Finance, called the capital 
a successful mega-project which 
continues to develop dynamically, 
becoming the nation’s largest busi-
ness, financial and cultural centre.

“There is no coincidence in that 
the events in honour of Astana’s 
20th anniversary are held here in 
Moscow – the first of the Russian 
cities to become a sister city of 
Astana,” he said.

“We wish success in the devel-
opment of Kazakhstan and its cap-

ital. We are all closely connected 
with each other, both economically 
and spiritually. I am confident that 
we will continue to develop our 
friendly ties both at the interstate 
and inter-capital levels between 
Moscow and Astana,” he added.

The four-block exhibit reflects 
the history of the city’s formation, 
its modern planning achievements, 
long-term goals for further devel-
opment and investment potential. 
The concepts are presented with 
models, stands, photographs and 

sketches, interactive materials and 
presentations, as well as urban and 
private construction projects.

The display was accompanied 
by a conference on the capital’s 
urban and architectural policy. The 
participants, including Kazakh and 
Russian city specialists, discussed 
many of same ideas such as the 
capital’s unique and successful 
history, its current state, landmark 
objects and modern town-planning 
achievements, as well as long-term 
plans and investment potential.

Kazakhstan, Estonia...

Youth of Central Asia, Afghanistan, Mongolia discuss 
innovation, interconnection at Almaty seminar

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – The 12th annual 
Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) Cen-
tral Asian Youth Network (CAYN) 
seminar was held from June 26 to 
28 in Almaty, this year with the 
theme “Innovating Central Asia.” 
The event brought together prom-
ising students from Central Asia, 
Mongolia and Afghanistan.

The 29 young people who joined 
the network this year are distin-
guished by curiosity, integrity and 
humility, said Dina Iglikova, who 
has curated the event for the OSCE 
since 2009. Iglikova is the resident 
coordinator for Mampassi, a Cen-
tral Asian professional collective 
founded in 2017 with the goal of 
developing the region.

The three-day event focused 
on innovating Central Asia. On 
the first day, students participated 
in discussions with invited guest 
speakers from government, aca-
demia, business and nonprofit cir-
cles. In the ensuing days, they par-
ticipated in team activities in which 
they worked through the  cycle of 
design thinking to come up with 
prototypes.

“Across the world, the important 
changes today occur via horizon-
tal networks. There are various 

platforms all over the world that 
provide an opportunity for people 
to be in touch and build networks. 
Out of networks arises a commu-
nity of people who are willing to 
share and do things together,” said 
Iglikova.

CAYN provides an opportu-
nity for people-to-people contact 
across Central Asian countries and 
the chance to build relationships.

“It is an opportunity to build 
trust among young people of the 
region based on common values 
such as respect for diversity of 
opinions, tolerance and collabora-
tion. We do not know where these 
young people will end up in the 
next 10 years; however, some of 
them might be in charge of impor-
tant decisions that would influence 
the life of people and the environ-
ment in the region and beyond, 
Thus, I hope these decisions will 
be guided by a long-term holistic 
vision and the understanding of the 
interconnectedness of everything,” 
she added.

“We are building a community 
that is aware of the existing threats 
(and opportunities) in the region, 
such as water management, cli-
mate change, as well as trade, poli-
tics and security,” she added.

CAYN encourages a cooperative 
approach among students to ad-
dress these concerns. It is intended 

to counter stereotypical thinking, 
stimulate creativity and critical 
thinking, and raise awareness of 
what is going on in neighbouring 
countries.

“Students in Kazakhstan, for 
example, are much more aware of 
what is happening in Europe, the 
U.S. and Russia… They are less 
aware of what happened and what 
is happening in their close neigh-
bourhood,” said Iglikova.

“For example, not many aware 
that Tajikistan experienced a civil 
war in the 1990s, when thousands 
were killed and many people were 
displaced. Very few people know 
the water we use in Kazakhstan 
comes from rivers that originate in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and the 
glaciers there are currently melt-
ing,” she added.

Participants discussed the key 
challenges to Central Asian securi-
ty and how to address them locally 
and with neighbouring countries. 
They also learned about new tech-
nologies and regional innovation, 
as well as the role of digitalisa-
tion in enhancing transparency and 
business opportunities in the area, 
reported the OSCE Programme 
Office in Astana’s press service.

Tajikistan native Khamza Shar-
ifzoda, a graduate of Nazarbayev 
University in Astana, became part 
of CAYN this year.

“CAYN, first and foremost for 
me, is about meeting and befriend-
ing bright minds and future lead-
ers from Central Asia, Afghanistan 
and Mongolia. On the first day, we 
were meeting with experts from 
different fields to discuss the pro-
gress and challenges associated 
with innovating Central Asia. On 
the second and third days, we were 
coming up with our own innova-
tive projects in various fields such 
as health, security, education and 

space. To this end, we were in-
terviewing people in Almaty and 
designing our own prototypes,” he 
said.

Nargiza Mukhtorova of Uzbeki-
stan was also among the 2018 par-
ticipants.

“I have been convinced once 
again that I really love Central 
Asia. Central Asian Youth Net-
work is a platform that unites ac-
tive and creative students from all 
over the region, breaking the stere-

otypes and creating integral space 
for joint cooperation on solving 
common issues. Special thanks to 
the OSCE Programme Office in 
Astana for this unique opportu-
nity,” she wrote in a June 30 Face-
book post.

The seminar has welcomed more 
than 350 students since its incep-
tion. This year’s event was funded 
by the OSCE Programme Office in 
Astana and other OSCE field mis-
sions in the region.
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Kazakh President meets with boxing 
champion Gennady Golovkin

CULTURE

Yedil Khussainov on Nomad Way, 
mission of his music and stumbling 
blocks for Kazakh music industry
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We need to develop our children in 
professional way, says one of 100  
New Faces
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NATIONAL MUSEUM
June 6 – Sept.10  Masterpieces from collection 

 of State Tretyakov Gallery 

June 28 – Sept.30  Paul Sérusier and Brittany: 

 The Magic of Legends exhibition

ASTANA OPERA
July 11 at 7 p.m.  Viva l’Opera, concert 

July 21, 22 at 6 p.m.  An Evening of Contemporary 

 Choreography

ASTANA ARENA
July 11 at 8 p.m.  FC Astana – FC Sutjeska, 

 UEFA Champions League

HAS SANAT 
July 12 – Aug.2  Dialogue with the world 

 exhibition

THINGS TO WATCH & 
PLACES TO GO

Cosmonauts help 
promote tourism 
at Alakol Lake

By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA — Kazakh and Rus-
sian cosmonauts recently gathered 
at the resort zone of Alakol Lake in 
the Almaty region to revive the past 
tradition of post-space-flight reha-
bilitation.

The event was organised to boost 
tourism from Russia and took place 
at the request of Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to develop 
the Almaty region’s Alakol Lake.

“Legend has it, in the ancient 
times, Kazakh warriors used the 
water of Alakol Lake for therapeu-
tic purposes after their battles with 
jungars. Some sources state that 
Genghis Khan stayed there with 
his army units to heal the wound-
ed and weakened soldiers,” said 
Chairwoman of the Committee of 
Tourism Industry of the Ministry of 
Culture and Sports Mainura Mur-
zamadiyeva.

“These stories are confirmed by 
historical facts that the Soviet cos-
monauts cleared from cosmic radi-
ation and underwent stages of med-
ical rehabilitation after their flights 
to space,” added Murzamadiyeva

Among the visiting cosmonauts 
were Kazakh Aviation Lieuten-
ant General, Senate Deputy Talgat 
Mussabayev, Soviet pilot-cosmo-
naut Anatoliy Artsebarskiy, Rus-
sian Federation and Kazakhstan 
pilot-cosmonaut Colonel Yuriy 
Malenchenko and the Doctor of 
Juridical Sciences, pilot-cosmonaut 
Professor Yuriy Baturin.

National Company Kazakh Tour-
ism and the Ministry of Culture 
and Sports along with the Almaty 
region Akim (Governor) Aman-
dyk Battalov showed the group the 
southern coast of Alakol Lake.

“We invited cosmonauts to re-
vive the tradition of visiting Alakol 
resort area. Although in the past the 
rehabilitation stages took place on 
the coast of East Kazakhstan re-
gion, this time we decided to show 
the southern side of the lake,” noted 
Kazakh Tourism Information and 
Analytical Department Director 
Batyr Konakbayev.

The visit included a showcasing 
of wellness facilities, spas and lei-
sure activities.

“The healing properties of water 
containing radon, alkali and other 
valuable elements facilitates the 
treatment of skin diseases, diseases 
associated with the musculoskel-
etal system, improves the nervous 
system and the general body condi-
tion,” added Almaty Region Tour-
ism Management Chief Zhanar Al-
chimbayeva.

The cosmonauts noted the health-
resort treatment is the final stage of 
their post-flight rehabilitation pro-
cess necessary to maintain training 
and their professional activity.

The salty Alakol Lake, translated 
as the motley lake, is located in Al-
maty and East Kazakhstan regions. 
The water changes colour to blue, 
yellow and grey throughout the day 
and depending on the coast side. Its 
elevation is 347 metres above sea 
level.

Tatar-Bashkir cultural centre offers 
festivals, other events to preserve culture

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The Tan Tatar-
Bashkir Ethnic Cultural Centre, 
which promotes Tatar-Bashkir 
culture in Kazakhstan, has held 
this year a folk festival, a tradi-
tional food show and other events 
to keep Tatar-Bashkir culture 
alive.

Astana is a home to approxi-
mately 10,000 Tatars and 500-800 
Bashkirs. Tatars first came to what 
is now Kazakhstan in 1552 and an-
other wave of settlers came in the 
early 20th century.

The cultural centre promotes 
Tatar-Bashkir culture and helps the 
younger generation of ethnic Ta-
tars and Bashkirs remember their 
history. The Tan cultural ethnical 
centre is one of 18 Tatar-Bashkir 
centres affiliated with Idel, the 
largest ethnic association in Ka-
zakhstan.

The centre’s largest annual event 
is the Sabantuy, which is the annu-
al folk festival of the end of spring 
field work. The holiday embraces 
the Tatar-Bashkir ancient agrarian 
past. Astana celebrated it on June 
24 near the Zhastar youth palace.

“There were not only Tatars and 
Bashkirs but all the ethnicities that 
live in Astana. There were a lot of 
people. They came and supported 
us. You know, how wonderful it is 
when all peoples live in friendship 
and harmony. And we do not have 
any conflicts among ourselves,” 
Zemfira Nizamutdinova, centre 
executive director recently told 
The Astana Times about the cel-
ebration.

The centre has also helped or-
ganise a Chak-Chak Party, a cel-
ebration of Tatar traditional food, 
and a Miss Tatarochka beauty con-
test among women of Tatar ethnic-
ity.

The centre also works with other 

Idel association centres to organise 
scientific and other conferences 
that discuss problems around the 
preservation of Tatar and Bashkir 
culture.

The cultural centre also wel-
comes those who wants to learn 
more about the Tatar-Bashkir cul-
ture at Sunday schools and offers 
free classes to study the Tatar lan-
guage.

For those interested in historical 
and sacred places, Nizamutdinova 
also suggests visiting a few sites in 
Astana.

One site is at the intersection 
of Abai Street and Respublika 
Avenue near Zhastar Park where 
one can find a wall that remained 
from the Green Mosque that ap-
proximately dates back to late 19th 
century.

“You can see on the bricks in 
which year they were made, it’s in 
the 1890s,” said the director.

Another sight is on Imanov 

Street where one can find the 
houses of merchants that are being 
restored.

To learn more about the cul-
ture and traditions of Tatars and 
Bashkirs, Nizamutdinova also ad-
vises visiting the House of Friend-
ship that was opened recently on 
Momyshuly Avenue (the recon-
structed Wedding Palace). The 
houses of friendship serve as local 
headquarters of ethnic associations 
that form part of the Assembly of 
the People of Kazakhstan. They 
offer concerts, events and lan-
guage training.

The director also recommends 
visiting the photo exhibition of 
Nurmukhamat Imamov who was a 
Bashkir living in Kazakh Autono-
mous Soviet Socialist Republic 
working as a photojournalist and 
local historian. The exhibition be-
gan June 29 and will be on display 
for one month at the Independence 
Palace.

Astana hosts Koshpendiler Alemi 
Festival to preserve nomadic culture

Staff Report 

ASTANA – The brightest repre-
sentatives of the genre assembled 
in the capital June 30-July 1 for 
the Koshpendiler Alemi (World 
of Nomads) international festival. 
The event, held in the Ethnoaul 
National Cultural Complex at Ka-
zanat race track, was dedicated to 
the city’s 20th anniversary.

The programme included per-
formances by participants and 
musicians from Bashkortostan, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Ukraine and 
Russia’s Yakutia who are part of 
the great steppe nomadic herit-
age. Bagatur (Bulgaria), Ljubisar-
Northern Cupids military-patriotic 
club (Bashkortostan), Magyar 
Turan (Hungary), Ordugay Turk-
ish historical reconstruction team, 
Sarbazrukhy (Kazakhstan) and 
Sky Nomad (Kyrgyzstan) were 
among those who showcased the 
civilisation’s culture.

The festival plays a pivotal role 
in preserving the traditions, history 
and heritage of nomadic unity and 
spirit. It will be conducted annu-
ally in different Kazakh regions, 
said Kazakh Tourism CEO Rashid 
Kuzembayev.

The teams from Bulgaria, Ka-
zakhstan and Turkey showcased 
historic epics. Bagatur presented 

the legend about magic fairies who 
save Bulgarian heroes, the Kazakh 
team staged the love story of the 
young couple Medet and Aisulu 
and the Turkish team demonstrated 
the legend about a fortress stormed 
by the Ottoman Empire.

Visitors also tasted national 
foods, chose unique folk art handi-
works, participated in archery com-

petitions and played national games 
such as asau, audaryspaq, qazaq ku-
resi, qyz quu and tenge alu.

“The festival was held simulta-
neously on several sites. The terri-
tory of the festival was divided into 
auls (villages), where customs and 
traditions, archery, national sports, 
wrestling, gastronomy, martial arts 
and handicrafts were presented. 

We hope the event becomes an 
impetus for the audience to partici-
pate,” said Kazakh Tourism Depu-
ty Chairperson Timur Duisengali-
yev, according to primeminister.kz

The musical performances of 
Arkaiym neo-ethno folk group, 
Spirit of Tengri contest laure-
ate Juliana Krivoshapkina, Turan 
ethno-folk group and throat singer 
Turgen Kam created a suitable 
atmosphere to fully immerse the 
visitors in the world of nomads.

“The festival can serve as an ex-
cellent example of event tourism 
and contribute to the development 
and revival of traditions and cul-
ture of our people,” said Nurzhan 
Algashov, QazaqGeography in-
ternational and scientific projects 
department manager, noted the 
website.

The nomadic civilisation, which 
originated in the great Eurasian 
steppe, was one of the most pow-
erful and ancient. The festival 
demonstrates the unity of Kazakh 
culture and its people, he added.

During the opening ceremony, 
Kazakh Tourism and QazaqGe-
ography signed a memorandum 
of mutual cooperation to promote 
Kazakh tourism, science and cul-
ture. In August and September, 
they will conduct two joint expedi-
tions to historic and natural sites in 
Central Kazakhstan and along the 
Silk Road.

Astana Opera premieres  
anniversary gift from UK composer, 

‘Shine, Astana,’ in gala concert
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – More than 1,000 
musicians  performed July 2 dur-
ing the “Shine, Astana” concert 
premiere at the Astana Opera 
House. The event was dedicated 
to the 20th anniversary of the Ka-
zakh capital. 

Symphony orchestras and choirs 
from all regions of Kazakhstan 
and musicians from Austria, Be-
larus, Croatia, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Russia, the Netherlands, Ta-
jikistan and Uzbekistan took part 
in the unique project.  

Astana Opera principal conduc-
tor Alan Buribayev, tenor Medet 

Chotabayev and U.S. opera sopra-
no Angel Blue performed “Shine, 
Astana,” a symphonic ode written 
by British composer Karl Jenkins 
as a gift for the capital’s anniver-
sary, the theatre’s press service 
reported.

“[Jenkins has] already per-
formed at the Astana Opera House 
and collaborated with musicians 
in all regions of our country. Jen-
kins was fascinated by the musical 
culture of the nomads and devoted 
some works to the land of great 
steppe. He performs these suites 
abroad and, according to the com-
poser, they are a great success,” an 
Astana Opera press release notes. 

Continued on Page B2
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Yelena Dmitrienko

Meruyert Zhunusbek

We need to develop our 
children in professional 

way, says one of 100  
New Faces

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva 

ASTANA – Yelena Dmitrienko, 
one of Kazakhstan’s 100 New 
Faces, is the president of Zhuldyz 
Association, which unites chil-
dren’s public organisations across 
the country. She has devoted more 
than 40 years to education, devis-
ing a pre-school development pro-
gramme for children’s organisa-
tions.

“The programme’s mission is 
to nurture free and creative indi-
viduals living up to high moral 
standards and capable of making a 
significant contribution to Kazakh-
stan’s prosperity,” she said.

The methodology, created in the 
early 1990s, has been recommend-
ed by the Ministry of Education 
and Science and is widely used in 
all regions.

Dmitrienko puts specific empha-
sis on leisure activities available to 
Kazakh children.

“Children should play an active 
role in social life, not only partici-
pate in flash mobs. There should 
be a ladder of constant personal 
growth and children’s initiatives 
need to be supported by public or-
ganisations,” she said.

“From a very young age, chil-
dren are extremely open, willing 
to take initiative and do everything 
by themselves. Therefore, it is of 
primary importance to guide them, 
channel their energy into the good 
and socialise them within public 
organisations for children,” she 
added.

She feels schools currently pay 
less attention to youngsters’ up-
bringing, focusing more on aca-
demics and exam preparation. As 
a result, creative nurturing and lei-
sure fall beyond the scope of tradi-
tional education.

“Children act according to what 
they see on the television and learn 
from social networks. Since our 
country positions itself as a prime 
example in social and cultural 
aspects, we need to focus more 
on our children, not only provide 
them with food and clothes, but 
develop them in a professional 
way,” noted Dmitrienko.

She believes providing compe-
tent tutors for children is key to de-
veloping them as strong personali-
ties. The organisation has worked 
in this direction for several years 
by gathering working and future 
pedagogues, organisers and leisure 
coordinators each year for qualifi-
cation upgrade.

“There is, however, a deficit of 
professional and competent tutors 
trained to work with children and 
each institution prepares them in 
its own way,” she added.

Dmitrienko believes pedagogi-
cal institutions throughout the 
country should introduce a major 
in children’s leisure, providing 
scholarships and further career 
opportunities to attract and retain 
enthusiastic students. She and her 
colleagues are prepared to share 
their methodology and provide ex-
perts to train tutors.

Nika Centre helps Kazakhs face 
their public speaking fears

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – For nearly 10 years 
Astana’s Nika Centre for Commu-
nicative Development has offered 
classes to improve public speaking 
as well as develop self-confidence 
and negotiating skills.

“From 2009 to 2015, the organi-
sation was called the Nika Centre 
for Oratory Skills. After introduc-
ing new educational courses, the 
centre was renamed the Nika Cen-
tre for Communicative Develop-
ment. In addition to oratory skills, 
we conduct trainings on the culture 
of performance – effective presen-
tation, time management, nego-
tiation skills and emotional intel-
ligence. We help people develop 
communication skills,” Managing 

Director of the centre Aizhan Sad-
vakassova told The Astana Times.

Founded in 2009 by Meruyert 
Zhunusbek, since 2017 centre fran-
chises have appeared in other Ka-
zakh cities. Centres have opened 
in Almaty, Taraz and Shymkent. 

Later this year, another centre will 
appear in Perm, Russia.

The public speaking courses are 
available for children from eight to 16 
years of age. Adult groups welcome 
attendees above the age of 18 years.

“This year, a 73-year-old wom-
an undertook our courses. This 
speaks about the importance to 
learn and develop public speaking 
skills, oratorical skill at any age,” 
Sadvakassova added.

The centre offers courses con-
sisting of 20 percent of theory and 
80 percent of practice. Such a for-
mat encourages participants to step 
outside their comfort zone and face 
the fear of public speaking.

According to the centre’s web-
site, at the end of each year, the 
centre holds a championship in 
which the graduates of the Char-

ismatic Orator course compete for 
the award and the title of the best 
speaker of the year.

“After completing our course, a 
person feels more relaxed. He un-
derstands that he would handle any 
challenging situation,” she said.

The Nika Centre also holds travel-
ling seminars with the participation 
of foreign trainers. According to the 
organisation’s staff members, the re-
moteness from everyday distractions 
ensures high learning efficiency.

“In autumn, we plan to launch a 
Kazakh speaking club, and we will 
train Russian-speaking Kazakhs to 
communicate, express thoughts or 
present reports in Kazakh. Also, 
the centre will have online school. 
Thus, people will have the op-
portunity to learn public speaking 
skills remotely,” she added.

Being a doctor is ‘a gift from God’,  
says one of 100 New Faces

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva 

ASTANA – Lyazzat Aitkozhina, 
one of Kazakhstan’s 100 New Fac-
es, is a devoted gynaecologist and 
fertility specialist who helps wom-
en experience the joy of mother-
hood through in-vitro fertilisation 
(IVF). 

“I love my job and I believe 
being a doctor is not simply a 
professional choice; it is a gift 
from God. It is not enough to be 
knowledgeable, because the most 
important [thing] for a doctor is a 
kind heart, dedication and a sense 
of responsibility. Our job is not 
limited by a working schedule; a 
doctor always remains a doctor,” 
she said.

Born in the East Kazakhstan 
region, Aitkozhina started her ca-
reer in AbaI District Hospital after 
graduating from Semey National 

Medical University in 2004. Later, 
she worked in Semey before mov-
ing to Almaty in 2008.

Aitkozhina aspired to become 
a fertility specialist and in 2013 
started working at the Insti-
tute of Reproductive Medicine 
(IRM) in Almaty. She treats 

infertility using reproductive 
technology, where some and 
sometimes all stages of concep-
tion and embryo development 
take place outside the woman’s 
body. She also conducts exami-
nations with genetics special-
ists prior to implantation to en-
sure the embryo has no genetic 
diseases.

“There is a saying that a doc-
tor has three weapons: a word, a 
plant and a scalpel. I prefer a word 
and believe that humanity should 
be above all. I have encountered 
many people with different prob-
lems, but I always try to listen to 
all of them. I sincerely want to 
help my patients and when one 
gets pregnant, I also feel happy,” 
she said.

Each month, Aitkozhina treats 
more than 600 patients, not only 
from Almaty and Kazakhstan 
generally, but also from Hungary, 

Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Ukraine 
and Uzbekistan.

She advocates for more govern-
ment subsidies for IVF. On aver-
age, 20,000 of 140,000 couples 
marrying in Kazakhstan each year 
struggle to conceive a child; how-
ever, there are only 900 IVF quo-
tas.

“The effectiveness of reproduc-
tive medicine technology in IRM 
increases each year. While only 
two or three women out of 10 
managed to become mothers seven 
years ago, now 70 percent of cases 
are successful,” she added.

Aitkozhina started travelling to 
the regions in 2015, where she ex-
amines and consults with women 
free of charge. She is also think-
ing of launching a television pro-
gramme and dreams of establish-
ing a foundation assisting needy 
women who want to become 
mothers.

Lyazzat Aitkozhina
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The concert was performed in 
four parts. 

“The work reflects the centu-
ries-old history of Kazakh peo-
ple, featuring excerpts from the 
‘Zhailau,’ ‘Karasai,’ and ‘Abai’ 
national pieces of music. The sec-
ond part, titled ‘Echo of the Ages,’ 
will feature songs from the ‘Co-
dex Cumanicus’ or ‘The Diction-
ary of the Kipchak Languages,’ 
written in the 14th century, per-
formed by the male choir. In the 
third part, ‘The Symbol of Young 
Kazakhstan,’ the composer uses 
fragments from the ‘Sary Kyz,’ 
‘Karlygash,’ and ‘Dudarai’ com-

positions. The final fourth part, 
‘Triumph of Mangilik Yel,’ has 
a life-affirming festive character. 
This part includes excerpts from 
the ‘Tulpar,’ ‘Kozimnin Karasy,’ 
and ‘Shine, Astana’ works,” it 
said. 

Buribayev also presented the 
premiere of Gustav Mahler’s 
‘Symphony No. 8’ with the par-
ticipation of more than 1,000 
symphony orchestra soloists from 
around the world in Astana in 
2017. 

The Astana-Arkau Interna-
tional Festival of Turkic Tradi-
tional Music was held July 4 and 
5 at the Chamber Hall as part of 
the city’s birthday celebrations. 

The concert featured folk music 
from Turkic peoples, including 
shamanic songs, virtuoso com-
positions for khomus (a metallic, 
tongue-played instrument), throat 
singing, epics and instrumental 
compositions. The festival con-
tributed to the revival of the tradi-
tions of interethnic interaction and 
strengthen the role of Kazakhstan 
as a patron-unifier of the musical 
culture of the Turkic people.

The ballet “Le Corsair,” staged 
by People’s Artist of Russia and 
Astana Opera Ballet Company Ar-
tistic Director Altynai Assylmura-
tova, was presented July 6 and 7. 
Astana Opera’s entire ballet com-
pany, including approximately 

150 soloists, were involved in the 
production.  Aigerim Beketayeva 
and Anel Rustemova played the 
part of Medora and Arman Ura-
zov and Olzhas Tarlanov played 
the part of Conrad. 

“All opera houses have a pro-
duction of ‘Le Corsair’ in their 
repertoire, because there are both 
classical dances for the corps 
de ballet, and non-classical mo-
ments for acting for men and 
women. The ballet features two 
pairs dancing technically difficult 
things, in which you can show all 
your skills. There is also a diffi-
cult classical trio, as well as char-
acter dances,” said Assylmuratova 
prior to the premier of the ballet.

Yedil Khussainov on Nomad Way, mission of his music 
and stumbling blocks for Kazakh music industry

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – Musician and com-
poser Yedil Khussainov talked 
about his music, his thoughts on 
the Nomad Way festival and the 
problems facing the Kazakh music 
industry, such as why high-quality 
music cannot find its way to the 
average listener, in an exclusive 
interview with The Astana Times.

An ethno-musician and soloist 
who plays more than 10 instru-
ments, Khussainov can substitute 
for an entire orchestra. In addition 
to traditional classic instruments, 
he plays ancient Kazakh ones 
such as zhetygen (seven-stringed 
zither), saz-syrnai (three-stringed 
lute), shan-kobyz (recorder), 
sybyzgy (side-blown flute) and 
daulpaz (small kettledrum). He 
has also mastered a rare type of 
guttural singing that fascinates the 
listener with its mystic and sha-
manistic vibes.

Khussainov has performed 
at many international festivals 
in Asia, Europe and the United 
States, the stages of Carnegie Hall 
in New York, the Kennedy Centre 
in Washington and the UNESCO 
Hall (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion) in Paris. He has won numer-
ous state awards and composed 
many soundtracks, including those 
for the movies “Kelin” and “Quraq 
Korpe.”

Music has occupied his entire 
life. His parents, Seilkhan Khus-
sainov and Raushan Nurpeisova, 
are famous musicians. When he 
was young, they founded the Dina 
Nurpeisova Orchestra in Atyrau, 
where Khussainov received his 
first musical education. He con-
tinued to grow professionally at 
the Tchaikovsky School of Music 
and Almaty Conservatory, later be-
coming one of the first members of 
the Otyrar Sazy Orchestra.

Khussainov can’t be framed 
within a specific genre. His mu-
sic merges the seemingly-separate 
worlds of contemporary and ethnic 
music, allowing them to complete 
each other in one beautiful and 
vibrant melody. He creates con-
tent that is part folklore, ethno-
symphonic and ethno-jazz-rock. 
He started to feel comfortable by 
experimenting and now has vast 
knowledge and practice in all ar-
eas.

Khussainov’s life experiences 
have shaped his musical vision 
and helped him create unique 
sounds that captivate the listener 
from the very first notes. His ear-
ly education in folk music even-
tually expanded to classical mu-
sic, yet he has always made room 
in his repertoire. Since childhood, 
he has admired and listened to 
The Beatles.

“They are a classical canon of 
contemporary music for me,” he 
said.

Music with 
a special mission

Khussainov believes his music 
is not just a mere mix of sounds, 
but has a higher purpose. His notes 
earn trust and sympathy. Kazakh 
ambassadors have told him that 
just in a minute and a-half, his 
music can show the audience the 
real Kazakhstan. While the dip-
lomats work for years producing 
papers and conducting meetings, 
they can’t achieve the same result 
as his music manages to do in such 
a short time.

He believes Kazakh music is 
the same ambassador to the world, 
performing an equally important 
mission.

“Foreign stages attract thou-
sands of guests to their stages. I 
want to show them our music as 
part of our tradition,” he said.

Khussainov intends not only to 
promote Kazakh culture abroad, 

but also wants to show his com-
patriots that music can be different 
and folk songs are not dull.

“You know jazz is based in 
America, but Kazakh jazz equally 
has the right to exist,” he said.

Nomad Way
Astana hosted Nomad Way 

2018, an international festival of 
nomadic culture held June 22-24 
in the amphitheatre on the bank of 
the Yessil River. Khussainov per-
formed for the second time with 
his group Yedil & Satzhan.

“[They are] spiritual people 
and my students. To be honest, I 
also sometimes learn from them, 
because young people know con-
temporary music better. We found 
our special connection and [we] 
complement each other’s work,” 
he said about the band.

“Nomad Way, its stage in the 
centre of the city… personally, I 
like the festival very much. [Sad-

ly,] we only performed on the third 
day as we had already planned per-
formances in Almaty.

“Festivals like this give an op-
portunity for personal growth. You 
can always find something to learn 
from,” he added.

The audience included young 
musicians with expertise in organ-
ising performances and members 
of the Nazarbayev University Or-
chestra who shared their opinions 
about the fest.

“In fact, it was awesome! People 
were dancing! These are the folk 
songs that people usually never 
listen to, but this one was in jazz-
like and rock-like styles. The mu-
sic rocked for real! Lightning was 
in the rhythm of the composition. 
The sound was well-tuned. The 
atmosphere was incredible and re-
laxing. The seats were unlike those 
in usual theatres; there was lots 
of space and it created this con-
nection with the audience. People 
stood and danced. In general, I’d 
say what they have done was in-
credibly awesome,” said drummer 
Laila Duisenova.

“It was great! The whole con-
cert is very cool! Lights, sound, 
the work of the operators who dis-
played the picture on the screen!” 
added violinist Alibek Abilev.

 

Stumbling blocks
Khussainov is concerned about 

the Kazakh music industry and 
spoke about the stumbling blocks 
that are preventing its growth.

The main problem, he noted, is 
that many Kazakhs don’t listen to 
classical music, including contem-
porary classics like jazz and rock. 
They are consumed by, as he hon-
estly and harshly put it, “primitive 
pop music,” resulting in the diffi-
culty for professional artists to be 
noticed among “rubbish” pseudo-
artists.

After working in the foreign mu-

sic industry, Khussainov has found 
it is much harder for professionals 
to be in demand in Kazakhstan. 
Perhaps that explains why shin-
ing stars like Dimash Kudaibergen 
and Daneliya Tuleshova were rec-
ognised only after their success on 
foreign programmes.

“We know the level of music we 
make. In Kazakhstan, we are on 
the top level, yet the top financially 
supported people are not musicians. 
[They are the] people who sing with 
auto-tune and it doesn’t represent 
any value in music,” he said.

People who listen to his band for 
the first time always wonder “why 
don’t we know them?” Khussain-
ov cited the highly unfavourable 
conditions that don’t allow them to 
be promoted in Kazakhstan.

“We went to the TV and they 
said ‘no’ to us. We asked to per-
form and offered a content of high 
quality and they asked money 
for it. [It is ridiculous because, in 
fact,] they have to give us money 
for the concert that we give. But 
you know how the system works: 
if you don’t have money, then 
‘no,’” he added.

Khussainov noted the time, 
resources and local support are 
needed to produce and continue 
developing a high-quality product. 
Therefore, he wants Kazakhstan to 
encourage real artists and young 
professionals.

“The more attention there is from 
the government or financial struc-
tures that could help your creative 
plans, [the more talents will be no-
ticed]. For example, for a disc re-
lease or music video remake, there 
are expenditures where it will be 
great to have sponsors,” he said.

“I want everyone to under-
stand that it is very dangerous to 
work with a low-quality product. 
Our children can be guided in the 
wrong spiritual way which can 
cause the degradation of our peo-
ple and our culture,” he added.

Kazakh Museum enters 
Alliance of Art Museums and 

Galleries of Silk Road
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Employees of 
the Almaty-based Abylkhan 
Kasteyev State Museum of Arts 
joined in Beijing with repre-
sentatives of national art mu-
seums and key art institutes in 
17 countries of the former Silk 
Road and current Belt and Road 
Initiative to establish the Alli-
ance of Art Museums and Gal-
leries of the Great Silk Road. 
The organisation seeks to pro-
mote studying art, collecting 
and exchanging exhibitions and 
sharing them between countries 
and regions.

The five-day forum, hosted by 
the Chinese National Art Mu-
seum, was attended by delegates 
from Armenia, Bangladesh, Be-
larus, Bulgaria, France, Greece, 
Hong Kong, Hungary, Kazakh-
stan, Moldova, Russia, Singapore, 
South Korea, Sri Lanka, Ukraine 
and Vietnam. The Kazakh state 
museum represented the Central 
Asian region, while the Chinese 
side sent directors from the coun-
try’s leading museums.

“The speakers mainly dis-
cussed their museums and muse-
um collections. It was kind of a 
presentation of their institutions, 
which was extremely interesting 
as it provided an opportunity to 
fully understand the position of 
art collections of different coun-
tries,” said state museum direc-
tor Gulmira Shalabayeva, ac-
cording to inform.kz.

Her report highlighted the 
museum’s diverse collection, 
which allows visitors to walk 
through five countries and five 
centuries and become acquaint-
ed with European, Oriental and 

modern Kazakh art. Shalabaye-
va noted it is important and in-
teresting to learn the art’s char-
acteristics and development of 
the museum business in differ-
ent countries.

The theme of the forum was 
inclusion and advancement. 
Participants planned ways to 
cooperate in studying, collect-
ing and sharing art, exchanging 
exhibitions and deepening mu-
tual understanding.

After signing the agreement 
establishing the alliance on the 
final day, the delegates discussed 
the future exchange of exhibi-
tions and specialists, organising 
internships and training restor-
ers. They chose the international 
alliance’s logo and adopted its 
charter, having previously se-
lected the chairperson.

“In the future, we plan to hold 
a joint exhibition of museums 
from the member countries of 
the alliance at the National Art 
Museum of China. The exhi-
bition will present the artistic 
achievements and the best ex-
amples of museum collections,” 
said Shalabayeva.

She emphasised the impor-
tance not only of official events 
and presentations, but the sig-
nificance of communication and 
making and expanding personal 
and professional contacts.

“After all, this is always an 
advantageous exchange of ide-
as, experiences and opportuni-
ties. For example, during the 
conversation with the director 
of the Belarusian Museum of 
Art, the idea of holding a jubi-
lee exhibition of this museum in 
the next year was born. A lot of 
interesting projects are ahead,” 
she added. Ph
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Astana Opera premieres anniversary gift from 
UK composer, ‘Shine, Astana,’ in gala concert



WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2018

NATION&CAPITAL
B4

COUNTRY

Turkestan region launches investment projects, draft  
regulation on border issue open for public discussion

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – The Turkestan re-
gion has initiated a project offer-
ing anti-corruption support for 
investors. Entrepreneurs wishing 
to invest in the region have all the 
conditions to protect themselves 
from illegal interference in their 
activities.

Sixteen investment projects 
have already been launched, 13 are 
in the implementation stage and 10 
potential projects have been iden-
tified. In the past, some investors 
faced obstacles regarding issued 
documents when a long list was 
submitted.

“We have investors who come 
from China, Germany, South Ko-
rea and Turkey. We try to explain 
that there’s no corruption in deal-
ing with any issue, as we created 
conditions for this. Now, we will 
work more closely with local ex-

ecutive bodies and the governor 
of the region is ready to resolve 
these issues personally,” said Ka-
zakh Invest branch office regional 
director Dauletkozha Mamyrov at 
a meeting with the Department for 
Civil Service and Anti-Corruption 
Affairs.

Department experts will now ac-
company investors. The website 
memkyzmet.kz and contact num-
ber +77758692121 are available in 
case of interference.

“Earlier, the investors worked 
with the state agency. Now, we 
provide all the assistance for those 
who enter into the agreement. If 
the problem is not solved at the 
regional level for some reason, 
then it is discussed at the national 
level,” said department head Ali 
Komekbayev.

Experts note the new regional 
centre will have a positive effect 
on economic and social develop-
ment. As the spiritual capital of the 

country, the region also has great 
potential for tourism development.

The government presented the 
draft regulations June 22 to estab-
lish borders for Turkestan and Shy-
mkent and Turkestan cities. The 
11.6-million-hectare region accom-
modates three million people; Shy-
mkent measures 116,280 hectares.

The draft documents are avail-
able for public discussion through 
July 6.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev declared Shymkent 
in South Kazakhstan a city of “na-
tional significance” June 19 and 
changed the name of the South Ka-
zakhstan region to the Turkestan 
region. Its administrative centre 
was relocated to Turkestan, a city 
150 kilometres north of Shymkent.

Zhanseit Tuimebayev was ap-
pointed regional akim (governor) 
and Gabidulla Abdrakhimov, who 
used to serve in this position previ-
ously, as Shymkent’s mayor.
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Arystan Bab mausoleum in Turkestan region.

Parliament member urges 
protection of gold
Staff Report

ASTANA — Kazakh Mazhilis 
(lower house of Parliament) Deputy 
Azat Peruashev proposed during a 
recent Mazhilis plenary session to 
diversify Kazakhstan’s foreign ex-
change portfolio, renounce one cur-
rency dominance and increase the 
share of gold reserves.

Peruashev proposed in his address 
to Kazakh Prime Minister Bakytzhan 
Sagintayev and National Bank Chair 
Daniyar Akishev protecting the gold 
and foreign exchange reserves be-
cause of geopolitical and macroeco-
nomic risks.

“The gold and foreign exchange 
reserves are an essential factor in 
ensuring the stability of the national 
financial system and the national cur-
rency, tenge. The issue of maintain-
ing their safety and liquidity is one 
of the main priorities of a state’s eco-
nomic policy,” said Peruashev.

Kazakhstan’s gold and foreign 
exchange reserves consist of the Na-
tional Bank’s reserves and the Na-
tional Fund’s resources. Their total 
amount exceeds $90 billion  includ-
ing the National Fund’s assets going 
beyond $59 billion and the National 
Bank’s reserves exceeding $31 bil-
lion, added Peruashev with reference 
to the National Bank.

“Guaranteeing the safety of Ka-
zakh gold and foreign exchange re-
serves is becoming more urgent with 

the processes in the world economy. 
The emergence of the geopolitical 
and economic conflicts along the 
West and Russia, U.S. and E.U. lines 
causes the threats to the international 
financial system and risks the high 
currency volatility and the interna-
tional financial obligations,” he said.

“The active protectionist U.S. pol-
icy influences on some countries and 
supranational organisations’ recipro-
cal aspiration to limit the trade rela-
tions with the world’s first economy, 
U.S., and to find an alternative to the 
U.S. dollar as a mean of payment and 
reserve currency,” said Peruashev.

Specifically, the deputy notes Chi-
na’s transition into the mutual settle-
ment in Chinese national currency, 
the world’s second economy, with 
Russia, Iran and other countries.

“The expansion of this confronta-
tion will make the dollar and the li-
quidity value of U.S. securities less 
predictable,” said Peruashev.

The foreign currency and securi-
ties in the National Bank reserves 
account for 57 percent. This figure 
in the National Fund’s assets is even 
higher, added the deputy.

According to 2016 figures, approx-
imately 40 percent of the National 
Fund resources consisted of U.S. cur-
rency and securities, 22 percent Euro-
zone’s currency and securities and 10 
percent from the currency and secu-
rities of Japan. China’s currency and 
securities are not even represented in 
this portfolio, said Peruashev.

Cancer incidence rate rises 9.5 percent 
in 10 years, while mortality declines

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – The number of Ka-
zakh citizens diagnosed with can-
cer increased 9.5 percent in 10 
years, while mortality rate from 
the disease declined by 28.5 per-
cent, said Minister of Healthcare 
Yelzhan Birtanov in a June 25 re-
port.

The nation’s cancer rate is cur-
rently estimated at 199.1 per 
100,000 people.

“Based on the results of 2017, 
more than 35,000 people were di-
agnosed with cancer in 2017. To 
date, there are 171,813 people di-
agnosed with cancer,” he said.

The most common types of the 
disease are breast cancer (13.8 
percent), lung cancer (11.8 per-
cent) and stomach cancer (8.6 
percent). Though the mortality 
rate has declined, cancer remains 
the country’s second leading 
cause of death behind cardiovas-
cular diseases.

Early-stage diagnosis is estimat-
ed at 24.7 percent, compared to 80 
percent in Organisation for Eco-

nomic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) countries.

“Despite the measures taken to 
organise oncological treatment, 
a diagnosis of cancer at the early 
stages remains low. The figure is 
three times lower than in the coun-
tries of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Develop-
ment,” he added.

The main factor inhibiting can-
cer detection and treatment efforts 
is the low rate of participation in 
the screening programme across 
the country, noted Birtanov.

While the World Health Organi-
sation advocates screening as one 
of the key methods to detect can-
cer at its early stage and recom-
mends reaching 70 percent of the 
target population to increase the 
effectiveness of the measures, less 
than half of the Kazakh population 
has the necessary tests.

Kazakh hospitals currently of-
fer three types of voluntary can-
cer screenings – breast cancer 
screening for women age 40 and 
older, cervical cancer screening 
for women beginning at age 30 
and colorectal cancer screening for 

men and women age 50 and older.
“Medical information systems 

are poorly integrated and there is 
also lack of access to high technol-
ogy diagnosis methods and inno-
vative treatment, including radia-
tion therapy. According to the data 
of the ministry, less than 30 per-
cent of cancer patients in Kazakh-
stan receive radiation therapy,” 
said Birtanov.

The ministry is currently work-
ing to introduce IBM Watson for 
Oncology, an artificial intelligence 
system that provides recommen-
dations and individual treatment 
methods based on data analysis 
and access to oncology expertise 
and foreign medicine literature.

The comprehensive plan adopt-
ed during the government meeting 
also seeks to improve preventive 
measures and control risk factors, 
including tobacco and alcohol con-
sumption, achieve a higher rate of 
early detection, digitise treatment 
facilities and improve the staff and 
research base. Kazakhstan will al-
locate an additional 35.12 million 
tenge (US$103.25 million) for 
these measures, said Birtanov.

“Private investments will be at-
tracted to implement the compre-
hensive plan. With that purpose, 
we plan to purchase 149 equip-
ment items using the public pri-
vate partnership mechanism. The 
preliminary cost of the project ex-
ceeds 40 billion tenge (US$117.6 
million),” he added.

In modernising and improv-
ing cancer treatment, Kazakhstan 
seeks to achieve OECD country 
standards.

“First, it includes increasing 
the detection of precancerous 
lesions in screening for cervi-
cal cancer by 0.6 percent and 
colorectal cancer (also known 
as bowel cancer) by 23 percent 
by 2022. Secondly, we plan to 
increase detection of cancer at 
early stages up to 33.5 percent, 
including cervical cancer by 65 
percent, breast cancer by 45 per-
cent and colorectal cancer by 25 
percent,” said Birtanov.

The measures also seek to de-
crease the advanced cancer rate by 
7.2 percent and extend five-year 
survival among patients by 60 per-
cent.

Income and property 
declaration to become 
universal Jan. 1, 2020

By Meruyert Abugaliyeva 

ASTANA – Declaring income 
and property, currently mandatory 
for Parliament deputies, judges and 
several categories of individuals, 
including civil servants and those 
obliged by the constitutional law on 
elections, criminal executive code 
and law “On Combating Corrup-
tion,” will become obligatory for all 
citizens starting Jan. 1, 2020.

The practice will expand the tax 
base and increase income tax revenue 
to the budget, as well as contribute to 
combating corruption in governmen-
tal organisations and reducing the 
size of the shadow economy.

Submitting the tax declaration will 
be mandatory for adult Kazakh citi-
zens, oralmans (ethnic Kazakhs who 
have immigrated back to Kazakhstan 
since its independence) and individu-
als with residence permits.

Minors will need to declare their 
income and property should they 
own housing construction shares, 
have property registered to them 
or cash in bank accounts, account 
receivables or accounts payable. 
Foreigners who own property or 

a share in housing construction in 
Kazakhstan will also be required to 
complete the declaration.

At their discretion, individuals 
may also declare an animal or plant, 
objects of cultural value, precious 
stones, jewellery, works of art, an-
tiques and any other property such 
as intellectual rights.

In 2020, citizens will submit a 
declaration of assets and liabili-
ties, including apartments, houses, 
cars, bank accounts, cash at hand 
and any debts as of Dec. 31, 2019. 
They will then be required to sub-
mit an annual declaration of in-
come and property acquired within 
the year. Individuals who did not 
acquire property or receive any 
income other than salary, pension 
and stipend will fill out a short one-
sheet document.

The declarations will be due by 
July 15 if submitted in hard copy or 
Sept. 15 if submitted online.

Certain tax deductions will be 
available once the universal dec-
laration is introduced. One parent 
from a large family will pay lower 
taxes by no more than 24 times the 
annual minimum wage. 

Charyn Canyon officials  
to pave canyons dirt access road

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The dirt access 
road leading to the Charyn Can-
yon, located 200 kilometres 
from Almaty, will be rebuilt as 

an asphalt surfaced road, inform.
kz reports.

The access road to the can-
yon, including the territory of the 
Charyn Canyon National Park, 
ran along a dirt road, which ex-
tended from the asphalt-surfaced 

highway. Large tourist buses were 
forced to drive slowly and kicked 
up a lot of dust.

“The repair of the 11-kilometre 
access road to the Charyn Can-
yon is underway. For this purpose, 
500 million tenge (US$1.47 mil-

lion) was allocated from the local 
budget. The work will last for two 
years. This road will ensure com-
fortable travel and will save about 
half an hour of travel,” according 
to the Almaty regional tourism de-
partment.

The Charyn Canyon is con-
sidered one of the most beautiful 
natural places in Kazakhstan, lo-
cated in the spurs of the Tien Shan 
Mountains. The Charyn Canyon is 
composed of sedimentary rocks, 
some of which are 12 million years 
old.

In addition, the roads leading to 
other tourist sites in the Almaty 
region, including roads to Lake 
Balkhash, Lake Kolsai, Kapchagai 
Reservoir, Tamgaly-Tas Natural 
Reserve Museum and the Ak-Bu-
lak tourist area will be updated as 
well. The road to the popular Big 
Almaty Lake will also be modern-
ised.

“A roadmap for the tourism 
development in the Almaty re-
gion for 2018-2020 has been de-
veloped and plan of measures for 
its implementation has been ap-
proved. The documents provide 
for the construction of 17 ser-
vice complexes along the most 
popular tourist routes, includ-
ing Charyn Canyon. Currently, 
relevant agencies are preparing 
documents for the construction 
of these complexes,” the report 
said.
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Campit group offers free and paid hiking tours in Almaty region
By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakh regions 
abound in adventure and tourism op-
portunities and Campit, a group pro-
moting hiking and excursion tours, 
gives locals and visitors a chance to 
discover Almaty’s natural beauty and 
magnificent landscapes in the foot-
hills of the Zailiysky Alatau moun-
tains.

Yerzhan Aldabergenov, Sultan 
Kusherbayev and Denis Lukyan-
chuk founded Campit in 2015. In 
addition to their regular jobs, the 
trio had a common interest in moun-
tains and a willingness to promote 
inbound tourism and an active and 
healthy lifestyle.

Campit offers free hiking tours 
along popular trails and separate paid 
excursions to major sights around the 
city.

During excursion trips, trekkers 
enjoy pristine natural views such as 
Charyn Canyon (commonly known 
as the second Grand Canyon), Tur-
gen Waterfall, singing sand dunes on 
the right bank of the Ili River in the 
Altyn Emel National Park, Kolsai 
Lakes and Kaiyndy Lake within a 
splendid coniferous forest.

The business started from posts on 
Instagram, said Kusherbayev in a re-
cent interview for this story.

“We used to hike in the moun-
tains and did it very often with 
friends. When we posted photos 

of mountains on social networks, 
we received a bunch of comments. 
All our friends were really mar-
velled and kept asking whether 
they could join us. At that time, 
we had already noticed a growing 
trend for hiking and mountain trips 
and decided to create an Instagram 
page where we would post our 
photos and information about our 

next trip where anyone could join 
us for free,” he said.

Excursion prices range from 5,000 
tenge (US$14.60) – 16,000 tenge 
(US$46.80) depending on the pro-
gramme and length of the route.

“We still have our free hiking 
tours, because one of our missions is 
the development of hiking and pro-
motion of a healthy and active life-

style. We want our young people to 
spend time with us,” he said.

Popular hiking trails include Kok 
Zhailau (what Kusherbayev calls a 
“cradle of hiking”), a group of rocks 
on Kumbel Ridge known as Three 
Brothers, the famous swing high 
in the mountains, Furmanov Peak, 
Butakov Waterfall and Manshuk 
Mametova Lake.

On average, tours are organised 
twice a month on weekends.

“When we have group tours, we 
go along safe and commonly acces-
sible routes where everyone can go 
without any difficulty,” said Kush-
erbayev.

“We publish all information on In-
stagram. Anyone can join and has to 
submit an application that includes 
useful information and safety rules 
mandatory for newcomers. There 
is [a great deal of] information for 
them,” he added.

 Campit, which means “candy” 
in Kazakh, “calls for action,” noted 
Kusherbayev.

“We knew that there would be 
the word ‘camp’ in the name and 
searched for different options. Once 
during a brainstorming session, the 
name Campit came to our minds; 
there was a pause and then we real-
ised this is it. It sounds good. We also 
noticed the Kazakh word. The name 
is localised to the market,” he said.

“At the same time, the trend for 
hiking was rising,” he added.

He noted the group’s dynamic de-
velopment that grew in three years 
from groups of 25-30 and has now 
reached 250-300 per trip. In early 
June, Campit organised the Big Al-
maty Picnic, which attracted more 
than 1,000 participants.

Kusherbayev stressed the need to 
develop a “culture of hiking.”

“We need to have certain rules. We 
tell people we must not leave waste 

in the mountains. It must be cleaner 
after us than before us. We should 
not hear loud music as well,” he said.

He noted the founders have no 
“big objectives” for Campit.

“We had our jobs and our Insta-
gram page was our hobby and way of 
escape. We wanted to create a small 
networking community where peo-
ple with common interests like out-
door activities and hiking could get 
together to share experience, knowl-
edge and impressions,” he said.

The current Campit team consists 
of four people – Kusherbayev, Luky-
anchuk, developer Zhanserik Kenes 
and Anuar Nurpeisov. The group 
plans to extend its geography both 
across Kazakhstan and beyond the 
country.

“We want to explore outbound 
tourism. This will not be a beach-
like vacation, but active tourism. 
This autumn, we plan to go the Ev-
erest Base Camp in Nepal. Though 
it may sound scary for some, there 
is, in fact, nothing difficult. We will 
hike to the camp base located at a 
height of 5,545 metres,” said Kush-
erbayev.

“There is a big interest among 
locals. The trend itself is becoming 
popular. Healthy lifestyle in general 
is always a trend. People will even-
tually come to a healthy lifestyle be-
cause this is what is right. Everyone 
wants to be healthy and active and 
feel 200 percent. We feel this trend,” 
he added.

Black Canyon

Gamma Knife for 
brain tumours to be 
introduced in 2019

By Zhanat Tukpiyev 

ASTANA – Gamma Knife radio-
surgery for brain tumours will be 
introduced in the country in 2019, 
said Kazakh Association of Neu-
rological Surgeons President Serik 
Akshulakov at the fourth Congress 
of Neurosurgeons and International 
Neurosurgical Forum in the capital.

Gamma Knife, also known as 
Leksell Gamma Knife, is the most 
precise radiosurgery device by lim-
iting the radiation dose to healthy 
tissue.

“We set other tasks in the next 
ten years. We intend to introduce 
modern technologies in treatment of 
small brain tumours and cerebrovas-
cular diseases by the Gamma Knife 
radiosurgical approach. It is a form 
of radiation therapy that focuses 
intense beams of gamma rays with 
pinpoint accuracy to treat lesions in 
the brain. It takes 30-40 minutes for 
patients to recover. We plan to work 
in this direction,” he said.

The treatment costs approxi-
mately 20,000-50,000 euros 
(US$23,314-$58,285) in other 
countries.

“After the purchase of equipment 
and introduction of this approach, 

the surgery will be cheaper in our 
country. Quotas will be provided. 
This year, more than 250 foreign 
patients got treatment in our hospi-
tal [National Centre for Neurosur-
gery]. We signed a memorandum 
with the Ministry of Healthcare of 
Tajikistan. Also, we plan to sign a 
memorandum with Uzbekistan and 
neighbouring Russian regions to 
treat patients in Kazakhstan,” he 
added.

A total of 23,000 surgeries have 
been conducted at the centre since 
Kazakhstan’s 1991 independence.

“We have performed approxi-
mately 5,000 vascular surgeries. We 
brought 66 new technologies that 
were not previously used either in 
Kazakhstan or in Central Asia. The 
technology transfer to our regions is 
also provided. Some 56 new tech-
nologies were already introduced 
and thousands of surgeries were 
conducted,” said Akshulakov.

The forum, which began July 2, 
is being held as part of the 20th an-
niversary of the capital and the 10th 
anniversary of the National Centre 
of Neurosurgery. It is gathering 
representatives from 30 countries, 
including leading specialists in neu-
rosurgery, neurology, neuroanesthe-
siology and neuroreanimation.

Youth present start-ups at 
Synergy of Youth Forum

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – Young entrepre-
neurs had the opportunity to show-
case their start-ups and learn from 
successful business persons at the 
June 29 Synergy of Kazakh Youth 
forum.

Synergy of Youth was held in 
honour of the 20th anniversary of 
the capital. The forum was attend-
ed by more than 200 people from 
around Kazakhstan who are in-
volved in applied arts, the creators 
of start-up projects and representa-
tives of rural youth and ethno-cul-
tural associations. Approximately 
40 projects were presented.

“Our forum is aimed at support-
ing youth initiatives. Its main task 
is to create new social opportuni-
ties for young people and to show 
opportunities for further growth in 
Kazakhstan,” said Leonid Proko-
penko, deputy chairman of the 
People’s Assembly of Kazakhstan, 
as quoted by inform.kz.

In addition to the presentation of 
start-ups, during the second half of 
the day, already successful busi-
ness people shared their experienc-
es and ideas for creating successful 
businesses.

Among them were Kirill Pav-
lov, counsellor to the founder 
of Bayserke-agro holding, who 
talked about innovations and tech-

nologies in organic agriculture. 
Other successful business speak-
ers included Dmitriy Korepanov, 
with his project “The village is 
the backbone of the state. Future 
Farmers of Kazakhstan,” and Vy-
acheslav Kim, general director of 
the New Solutions Educational 
Fund who discussed his new meth-
od of teaching languages. Maulen 

Bekturganov, who is among the 
“100 New Faces of Kazakhstan” 
also talked about the challenges of 
creating a bionic hand prosthesis.

“The most important moment of 
the forum is not in its economic, 
but in its spiritual component. 
Because, ultimately, this commu-
nication between generations, be-
tween different social categories 

of people, this is the implementa-
tion of the Rukhani Zhangyru pro-
gramme. Here, the guys personally 
see that only the cult of knowledge 
and the cult of labour provide an 
opportunity to succeed in our soci-
ety,” said Prokopenko.

At the end of the forum, partici-
pants with distinguished ideas were 
rewarded diplomas and prizes.

DNA diagnostics 
laboratory to be 

established Astana
Staff Report 

ASTANA – Astana-Technopolis 
and Micro Kazakhstan have agreed 
to build a DNA diagnostics labora-
tory at Nazarbayev University. The 
laboratory will help to detect and 
prevent diseases, including cancer 
and cardiovascular diseases, as 
well as perform criminal forensics.

The laboratory will also help 
personalise the use of medications.

Microread was founded in China 
in 2007 and is a leader in genetic 
analysis. The company specialises 
in the development of genetic anal-
ysis technology in medicine to de-
tect genetic diseases in newborns, 

as well as cancerous tumours. 
Their work assists in scientific 
research. It also produces genetic 
testing products and services.

Nazarbayev University develops 
interdisciplinary fundamental and 
applied research to address the coun-
try’s most pressing science and tech-
nological challenges. The university 
seeks to be competitive internation-
ally in cutting-edge science and tech-
nology to accelerate Kazakhstan’s 
social and economic development. 
The university’s laboratories have a 
stock of state-of-the-art equipment 
used to train university students.

The new laboratory was ap-
proved at a recent forum of mayors 
of Silk Road countries.

Atameken suggests regional screenings 
for effective business development

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The Atameken Nation-
al Chamber of Entrepreneurs (NCE) 
is offering to conduct a detailed study 
of each region’s socio-economic po-
tential, promising to provide finan-
cial support for successful business 
projects that comply with the results. 
The announcement came at a meeting 
with Pavlodar region entrepreneurs.

The screenings will identify prom-
ising entrepreneurial niches and form 
regional development maps to create 
and finance new business projects, ac-
cording to Atameken.kz.

“We proposed for the government 
to conduct such screenings in all re-
gions of the country, including here in 
the Pavlodar region. This will deter-
mine the real potential of the region 

for business development. Based on 
the information received, a regional 
development map will be prepared, 
which implies a clear specialisation. 
The Pavlodar region is industrial, but 
there are also good conditions for the 
development of agriculture. The map 
will reflect all the points of growth of 
your agro-industry and manufacturing 
industry and the needs for them. We 
will be able to see which projects need 
to be created and maintained at the 
expense of the national budget, which 
ones through commercial banks and 
which ones at the expense of regional 
resources,” said Atameken presidium 
chairperson Timur Kulibayev.

The screenings will allow adjust-
ing the road maps according to the 
real needs of the region. For exam-
ple, a screening last year involving 
more than 16,000 households and 

7,000 entrepreneurs in Saryagash 
district of the South Kazakhstan re-
gion determined the actual number of 
unemployed and self-employed resi-
dents. Most importantly, it showed 
the region’s migration potential and 
the need for creating certain business 
projects with new jobs. The expecta-
tions and needs of the local popula-
tion and entrepreneurs were at odds 
with the vision of the akimat (local 
government) and its regional busi-
ness development roadmap.

Atameken will continue the prac-
tice of creating microfinance organi-
sations (MFOs) involving the funds 
of large investors, companies and 
holdings to provide affordable financ-
ing for potential entrepreneurs. The 
MFOs experienced good repayment 
of their loans, significantly exceeding 
the return on bank loans.

“With this programme we want 
to cover all categories of the popu-
lation, but one’s desire to start a 
business is not enough – everyone 
understands this. There must be cer-
tain conditions for this. For exam-
ple, university students will not just 
focus on studying entrepreneurship, 
but if there is a successful business 
plan, we will help financially. Wom-
en’s entrepreneurship is now gaining 
momentum. We intend to finance 
projects that will be approved by the 
Council of Business Women at the 
NCE as well,” he added.

Kulibayev highlighted the activi-
ties of businesswomen in the Pav-
lodar region, who last year started 
102 service, education, cattle breed-
ing, and bakery enterprises. Current-
ly, 15,000 of its 44,000 businesses 
are run by women.
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Investments to modernise 
Alakol are successful

By Aidana Yergaliyeva

ASTANA – The impressions of 
early vacationers at Alakol Lake in 
the Almaty region indicate to tour 
operators that the money allocated 
to modernise the infrastructure 
was well spent.

The lake has always been a pop-
ular tourist destination and prom-
ises to attract even more visitors 
this season.

“Alakol should become the most 
visited place in Kazakhstan,” said 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
during his working visit there a 
month earlier.

The government earmarked 500 
million tenge (US$1.5 million) 
from the 2017 budget and 800 

million tenge (US$2.5 million) 
from the current one to develop 
the shoreline infrastructure. Under 
the Business Roadmap 2020 pro-
gramme, entrepreneurs in nearby 
Usharal can now receive subsidies 
with a bank loan rate of 5 percent, 
according to Zakon.kz. They have 
started to take advantage of the 
low rate by building modern fam-
ily recreational centres with chil-
dren’s playgrounds.

The Nurly Zhol programme is 
also adding to travel ease and ac-
cessibility with the ongoing con-
struction of locally and nationally 
important highways, according 
to Kazinform. This is not the first 
year tourists can reach neighbour-
ing Akshi village by rail. While 
the trains only run on certain days, 

travel time is less than 24 hours. 
Tourists also have the option to ac-
cess Alakol’s shoreline in just 90 
minutes by taking a plane to the 
new airport in Usharal.

“They promised that they would 
make the tourist centre of Kazakh-
stan out of it and that’s the way it is 
going. The last time I visited Ala-
kol was four years ago. Since then, 
everything has changed. You can’t 
compare… If back at that time it 
was a village, now it is more of a 
civilised tourist-friendly place. I 
am proud that, finally, our region 
has started to receive more atten-
tion and care,” said one visitor, As-
sel Kusmanova.

In addition, 180 recreational 
centres have opened for guests 
with any budget, starting from 

economy class hostels for 5,000 
tenge (US$15) per night to luxury 
hotels ranging from 35,000 tenge 
(US$105)-95,000 tenge (US$280), 
reported Kazinform. The number 
of recreational centres will be in-
creasing, as construction of tourist 
facilities is ongoing, according to 
the district administration.

Investment returns on Alakol’s 
tourist services were estimated at 
3.5 billion tenge (US$10.4 million) 
last year, an eight-fold increase over 
2014. Despite the fact that construc-
tion noise may disrupt the peace of 
the now modern and picturesque 
atmosphere, people still prefer to 
vacation there. Tourists note the af-
fordable prices and healing proper-
ties of the lake water are preferable 
to Issyk-Kul Lake in Kyrgyzstan.

“Here, the water is curative. 
Problems with allergies, sensitive 
skin will pass after several bath-
ings. We came with friends. We 
fell in love with Alakol from the 
first time and this trip is already 
the third one,” shared a group of 
tourists.

Group works to make sacred places available online
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – From snowy moun-
tain peaks to ancient archaeologi-
cal tombs, some of Kazakhstan’s 
sacred places were inspired by 
myths and legends. The Sacred 
Kazakhstan Science and Research 
Centre, established in May 2017, 
is implementing the Spiritual Rel-
ics of Kazakhstan project to unveil 
the nation’s sacred spots online.

This year’s goal is to popularise 
these amazing places and develop 
infrastructure and tourism.

“The main goal is the revival of 
spiritual values. People should not 
forget about the core that always 
preserves society. There are many 
examples when countries became 
great thanks to the preservation 
of their history and national tradi-
tions. Amid globalisation, we feel 
the pressure of other values and 
civilisations, as well as the sub-
stitution of values. Therefore, we 
need to resist. The economic de-
velopment is good; however, if we 
lose our traditional and spiritual 
value, it will be difficult to revive 
and we will lose a lot as a nation,” 
Sacred Kazakhstan Science and 
Research Centre Head Berik Ab-
dygaliuly told The Astana Times.

People should present the coun-
try not only through economic indi-
cators, but also through its culture.

“We needed to create a single 
map of sacred sites in dialogue 
with the public. We moved away 
from the scientific justification; it 
was important for us to know what 
places people visit, the so-called 
places of pilgrimage. The main 

criterion was the presence of a leg-
end,” he added.

The nearly 185 sacred facilities 
of national importance were di-
vided into five groups, all of which 
are available at www.qazmap.kz.

Revered natural heritage 
monuments

Akmeshit (White Mosque) cave 
is located in the Baidibek district of 
South Kazakhstan region, 90 kilo-
metres from Shymkent. The holy 
cave has a seven-eight metre inte-
rior depression which visitors climb 
to present their requests to God.

Several legends are associated with 
the cave. According to one tradition, 
there was once a large mosque, but 
its entrance was unknown. In the ear-
ly 20th century, one part of the dome 
collapsed, creating a hole to provide 
access. People paved the stairs to the 
entrance and the cave became a place 
of pilgrimage.

No matter how high the air tem-
perature is outside, the cave is al-
ways cool. Sometimes, one can 
hear echoes and wonderful sounds 
of fairy birds.

Ice Mountain (Belukha), a pla-

teau-like elevation, which was 
formed 1.5 million years ago, is an-
other such sight. The highest point 
in Altai (4,506 metres), it is on the 
Kazakh-Russian border, spanning 
from the eastern part of the former’s 
Katun Ridge to the latter’s Altai ter-
ritory. Kazakhs call the ice moun-
tain Aksumba and Aitaiyk; those in 
Altai know it as Uch Sumer.

The slopes are always covered 
with snow and glaciers, giving it 
the name Ice Mountain. Altai resi-
dents also refer to it as “The dwell-
ing of the Gods” and “The Great 
Old Man,” while Russian archae-
ologist and theosophist Nicholas 
Roerich wrote that Belukha “is a 
mountain that even deserts whis-
per about.”

The myth of the mountain as sa-
cred was spread among the people. 
Buddhists referred to it as the lo-
cation of the Shambhala, the leg-
endary country of Gods. In one 
version, Buddha travelled to India 
from Ice Mountain.

Archaeological  
monuments and medieval 

urban centres
The second group unites archae-

ological monuments and medieval 
urban centres, including the Turgai 
Geoglyphs, Tanbaly (Tamgaly) 
archaeological complex and the 
town of Otyrar.

Worship and religious 
places

The tomb of Gaukhar Ana, the 
daughter of poet and philosopher 

Khoja Akhmet Yassawi, is one of 
the oldest monuments in Turke-
stan, dating to the 12th-14th cen-
turies. Based on legend, she was a 
healer and many wells with arte-
sian water are near the mausoleum. 
The original grave was destroyed 
and, in 1990, a three-room build-
ing was constructed for pilgrims.

Sacred places dedicated 
to historic figures

This group includes sites such as 
Kobylandy Batyr Memorial Com-
plex in the Aktobe region and the 
Karasai and Agyntai Batyrs mau-
soleums in the North Kazakhstan 
region.

Located in Almaty, the 56-me-
tre St. Ascension Cathedral of-
fers a unique type of engineering 
construction. The wooden cathe-
dral is resistant to earthquakes 
and its fascinating architecture 
is the best example of 20th cen-
tury construction. Work began 
Sept. 26, 1903 at the initiative of 
Bishop of Turkestan and Tash-
kent Paissiy (Vinogradov). Ar-
chitect Andrei Zenkov led the 
construction and the first visitors 
were accepted three years later. 
Local artist Nikolay Khludov 
painted the walls in the Kazakh 
theme. The cathedral was one of 
the tallest building projects in 
Almaty’s history and one of the 

tallest wooden buildings in the 
world.

Sacred places related 
to historic and political 

events
The last group is represented 

by well-known such sites as 
ALZHIR (a Russian-language 
acronym which stands for the 
Akmola Camp of Wives of Trai-
tors of the Motherland) memo-
rial complex and museum, which 
tells the story of the victims of 
political repression in the so-
called 26th Karaganda women’s 
punishment camp.

Berik Abdygaliuly

The Akmeshit Cave

Zerenda offers Borovoe-style 
vacation in area less visited

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan offers a 
myriad of unique places to enjoy 
breath-taking scenery and nature 
and the Zerenda resort area is one 
of them.

Zerenda is located 300 kilome-
tres from Astana and is part of the 
Kokshetau National Park along 
with Shalkar, Imantau and Sau-
malkol lakes. It offers blue lakes 
and crystal-clear springs, pine for-
ests, rocky hills and birch groves.

The area often called mini-Boro-
voe referring to the country’s popu-
lar resort area in the same region is 
gaining ground among locals for its 
beautiful nature, pine forests sur-
rounding the lake and fewer crowds.

Located 50 kilometres south-
west from Kokshetau, the admin-
istrative centre of the Akmola 
region, getting to Zerenda is not 
difficult, as one could use a taxi or 
bus from Kokshetau to Zerenda or, 
in case of travelling from Astana, 
one could first get to Kokshetau 
by bus, train or taxi or drive from 
Astana straight to Zerenda.

The resort offers year-round ac-
tivities with beaches and boat trips 

welcoming tourists in summer and 
numerous activities, including 
sledging and skiing in the forest, 
when winter hits the countryside.

Hiking and horse routes are also 
popular.

Accommodation options vary in 
style and price. Visitors can choose 
from hotels, guest houses and sep-
arate houses available for rent.

Zeren Nur Resort, for example, 
offers a standard room at 27,500 

(US$80) tenge per night, Zerenda 
Park Hotel at 13,400 tenge (US$35) 
per night and one-bedroom houses 
for a maximum of five people at 
15,000 tenge (US$44) per night.

Some visitors opt for staying 
overnight in tents closer to nature.

Visiting Zerenda can be a great 
authentic experience to enjoy a 
calm countryside away from busy 
cities and stress.

The area brims with legends of-

ten narrated by locals and one of 
them tells a story of a tragic love 
between a young Kazakh man and 
young Kazakh lady that fell in 
love against the will of the girl’s 
parents.

When the two decided to escape, 
they were chased by villagers. In 
desperation, the girl threw her 
bracelet behind her and a big lake, 
in what is now known as Zerenda 
Lake, emerged on that spot.

Katon-Karagai Park  
offers natural beauty,  

recreational opportunities
By Meruyert Abugaliyeva

ASTANA – The pristine nature 
and breathtaking scenery of Katon-
Karagai, the nation’s largest national 
park high in the Altai Mountains in 
East Kazakhstan, attracts many tour-
ists. Although difficult to access, the 
region boasts multiple active tourist 
and recreational sites.

During one trip, guests can enjoy 
all kinds of landscapes, including 
snowy mountains, dense forests, 
green valleys, blue lakes, mighty riv-
ers and waterfalls.

The park offers various activi-
ties such as horseback riding, trek-
king and hiking, swimming, fishing 
as well as berry and herb picking. 
Tourists can visit local artisans to 
purchase souvenirs, explore honey 
farms to taste the famous Altai honey 
made from numerous herbs and visit 
traditional farms to drink kumys (fer-
mented mare’s milk) and goat’s milk 
and enjoy other dairy products.

Climbing the mountains, one 
can discover the Valley of Kings, 
located 1,200 metres above sea 
level. The archaeologically-im-
portant valley contains 72 Berel 
mounds, which served as graves 
for the Saka nobility. The most 
popular is mound 11, where bod-
ies of a man and woman of the 
Saka dynasty and 13 horses were 
discovered. Permafrost artificially 
created beneath the barrows al-
lowed archaeologists to identify 
the type of grass the horses were 
eating before their deaths. An 

open-air museum was constructed 
on the site of mound two.

Katon-Karagai features several 
lakes; the most popular, Rahman 
Lake, is 1,760 metres above sea lev-
el. Legend has it that a local hunter 
named Rahman shot a maral (noble 
deer). He chased the animal until it 
reached a spring, where water healed 
the injured deer who managed to get 
away. The hunter then took a bath 
and returned home fresh and healthy. 
The spot, named Rahman Springs, 
is now famous for its healing power. 
Tourists can bath in 37-40-degree 
Celsius radon thermal springs ben-
eficial for skin and muscles.

Tourists can also take care of their 
health by drinking and bathing in 
blood extracted from maral antlers 
removed in the summer. The ani-
mals are set free after the procedure 
and their horns grow even stronger 
by the next year. The blood extract, 
mixed with alcohol or plain water, is 
beneficial for the person’s immune 
system overall, as well as believed to 
have a particularly strong influence 
on the strength of male reproductive 
system.

Ascending higher, tourists will en-
joy views of mighty waterfalls. The 
most important tourist site is Mount 
Belukha, the highest peak in the Al-
tai Mountains reaching 4,506 metres 
above sea level. Visitors can only ac-
cess the foothills by helicopter, horse 
and on foot and the climbing season 
is usually May-September.

Accommodations in the region in-
clude hotels and sanatoriums in set-
tlements on the edge of the park.
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Canadian hockey player Brandon 
Bochenski returns to Barys

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov 

The Astana Hockey Club Barys 
recently announced the signing of 
a contract with Canadian forward 
Brandon Bochenski.

“Hello to each fan of Barys. I 
missed everyone so much. I have 
wonderful news –  I am coming 
back and am going to play in the 
next season. Hope you will sup-

port me and our team. We will try 
our best to make Barys strong and 
powerful again. I look forward to 
seeing everyone at the arena. Once 
again thanks for your support,” 
said Bochenski.

The Canadian forward played for 
the Astana club from 2010 to 2017. 
He played 399 matches and scored 
397 (160 goals and 237 passes). 
That is the seventh indicator over 
10 years of the league and the best 

in Barys’s history. In addition, Bo-
chenski took part in the Matches 
of Stars of the Kontinental Hockey 
League (KHL) two times, as well 
as played twice in the national 
hockey team of Kazakhstan at the 
Hockey World Cups.

A year ago, Brandon Bochen-
ski announced the end of his ca-
reer. His new contract with the 
Kazakhstan team expires April 
30, 2019.
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Serbian, Azerbaijani  
national team footballers 

sign with FC Astana
By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – Two players with the 
national teams of Serbia and Azer-
baijan have recently signed contracts 
with FC Astana: Serbian national 
team defender Antonio Rukavina and 
Azerbaijani national team quarter-
back Richard Almeida.

Rukavina will be well-known to 
Kazakhstan’s fans, given his five 
seasons with Spain’s Villarreal, 
which faced off against FC Astana 
many times in UEFA Europa League 
matches. Over this time, Rukavina 
played 99 matches for the Yellow 
Submarine, 22 of them UEFA Eu-
ropa League matches and 76 La Liga 
matches.

Before joining Villarreal, the expe-
rienced defender played for Serbia’s 
FK Bezanija and FK Partizan, Ger-
many’s Borussia Dortmund and TSV 
1860 Munich, as well as for Spain’s 
Real Valladolid.

Rukavina played on Serbia’s youth 
football team, winning the UEFA 
World Cup bronze medal with them 
in 2016. He also played 49 matches 
for Serbia’s national football team.

Rukavina comes to FC Astana 
hot off his performance at the 2018 
UEFA World Cup, during which he 
played in two matches out of three in 
Russia against the national teams of 
Costa Rica and Brazil.

Almeida was born and brought up 
in Brazil, where he began his career 
with Santo Andre. He then spent two 
successful seasons with Portugal’s 
Gil Vicente FC.

In 2012, Almeida relocated to 
Azerbaijan to join Qarabag FK and 

became a true leader of the club. Over 
six seasons, Almeida played in 216 
matches in which he scored 48 goals 
and had 19 assists. He is a five-time 
champion of Azerbaijan, and all the 
current success of Qarabag FK both 
in Europe and in the Azerbaijan Pre-
mier League can be linked to him.

Almeida made his debut in Qara-
bag FK in the group stage of the 
Champions League and the UEFA 
Europa League. He played in almost 
30 matches in the Europa League, 
scoring two goals. His best perfor-
mances came against London’s Tot-
tenham Hotspurs and Belgium’s 
R.S.C. Anderlecht.

In 2017, Almeida became an Azer-
baijani citizen and made his debut in 
the country’s national team. As of to-
day, he has played in eight matches 
with them.

“We have observed the player for a 
long time – over recent years, Richard 
has been one of the leaders of the best 
Azerbaijani football club, Qarabag 
FK. Richard plays as central attack-
ing quarterback – playmaker, the po-
sition that has been vacant for a long 
time on our team. Almeida is very ef-
ficient – he is able to pass and score 
a goal at the last minute. Over a long 
period in Azerbaijan, Richard fully 
adapted to the specific life conditions 
of the country and we think that his 
adaptation period in Kazakhstan will 
be minimal,” said Sayan Khamitzh-
anov, president of FC Astana, on the 
team’s signing the Azerbaijani star.

In the first qualifying round of the 
Champions League, FC Astana will 
face off against Montenegrin cham-
pion FK Sutjeska Niksic. The match 
is to be held July 11 at Astana Arena.

Kazakh President meets with boxing 
champion Gennady Golovkin

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov 

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev recently met with 
WBC, WBA (Super), IBO world 
boxing champion Gennady 
Golovkin.

Nazarbayev told Golovkin 
Kazakh citizens are proud of his 
accomplishments.

“Compatriots watch each of 
your bouts. You represent Ka-
zakhstan with dignity, do not 
forget your homeland and speak 
everywhere about it. We are 
proud of you. A very important 
bout in September is ahead. On 
behalf of each Kazakhstan citi-
zen, I wish you success in the 
bout,” said Nazarbayev, adding 
that Golovkin presents a posi-
tive image of the country.

“You are invincible in your 
weight class, as well as you are 
entitled as the boxer with the 

most number of knockouts who 
does not have a loss. It is a great 
achievement and good promo-

tion of the sport and Kazakhstan 
as well. We praise your efforts. 
If a chance to hold a fight in 

Kazakhstan occurs, we will fa-
cilitate and assist to it,” said the 
Kazakh President.

Golovkin thanked Naz-
arbayev for his personal support 
and promotion of boxing in Ka-
zakhstan, including the Boxing 
School.

“In my turn, I will try my best 
to further promote the country 
on international arenas. If things 
go well, we will plan to have a 
fight in Kazakhstan. I believe 
that our people deserve such a 
large-scale event. I think every-
one will be interested to watch 
such a remarkable event,” said 
Golovkin.

The boxer also showed Naz-
arbayev his WBC, WBA (Su-
per), IBO and IBF boxing cham-
pion belts.

At the end of the meeting, the 
head of state awarded Golovkin 
with one of the highest awards 
in the country.
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City population nears 1.2 million

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – The capital’s popu-
lation agglomeration has reached 
1.189 million and officials expect 
a 33-percent demographic growth 
to 1.6 million by 2030, reported 
Kazakh First Vice Minister of Na-
tional Economy Ruslan Dalenov 
during the June 26 government 
meeting.

Developing the areas around the 
city, home to 1.041 million people, 
is part of the government effort to 
turn its major cities such as Ak-
tobe, Almaty, Shymkent and the 
capital into the country’s growth 
centres.

The Astana agglomeration, 
which stretches across 2.18 million 
hectares, will include the capital, 
Akkol city in the Akmola region, 
four rural areas of Akkol district, 
11 in Shortandy district, 13 in Ar-
shaly district and 18 in Tselinograd 
district, said Dalenov.

The three districts are located 
in the nearby Akmola region with 

Kokshetau as its administrative 
centre.

The document which outlines 
developing the capital’s surround-
ing areas includes 82 measures in 
three main areas. To date, 72 have 
been implemented, while work on 
the remaining 10 is in full swing, 
he said.

“The first area embodies territo-
rial and institutional development 
of the agglomeration. A special 
interregional scheme of the Astana 
agglomeration territorial develop-
ment was prepared for that objec-
tive. Of the ten measures in this 
area, nine have been implemented 
and authorities are currently work-
ing on a detailed planning of set-
tlements and districts of the ag-
glomeration,” he added.

Positioning the agglomeration 
in national and regional economic 
markets, which entails financial 
services provision, high quality 
medicine and education as well as 
developing high technology indus-
tries, is one of the three important 

areas envisioned in the document.
The smart city project is among 

the key elements. First introduced 
in the capital as a pilot project, the 
concept incorporates technology-
driven solutions in the city’s vari-
ous sectors, including hospitals, 
schools and street lighting.

“The third area is the coordinat-
ed infrastructure development of 
Astana as an urban kennel and its 
suburb areas,” said Dalenov.

He noted the city’s geographic 
location opens opportunities for 
turning it into a hub facilitating 
the country’s transport and transit 
potential.

The capital transport system has 
witnessed significant changes in the 
past years by modernising its public 
transport system and constructing a 
new airport terminal and train sta-
tion, among recent changes.

The light rail train (LRT) sys-
tem is another major project. A 
$1.9-billion undertaking involving 
Chinese contractors with the first 

22.6-kilometre LRT line linking 
the city’s airport and train station 
and passing through its 18 main 
sites, including Nazarbayev Uni-
versity and Abu Dhabi Plaza cur-
rently being built near Baiterek 
Tower, is now scheduled to launch 
in 2021.

Minister for Investments and 
Development Zhenis Kassymbek 
noted the city’s major industries 
will be relocated to surrounding ar-
eas and three industrial zones will 
be created for that purpose. Arsh-
aly village in Arshaly district will 
house one of the zones based on its 
geographic location on the Astana-
Temirtau-Karaganda route.

The second zone will be es-
tablished in Tonkeris rural area 
in Shortandy district close to the 
highway and railroad and the 
third will be in Zhainak village in 
Tselinograd district.

The ministry expects the three 
industrial zones will spur 144-per-
cent production growth.

Wind energy to 
provide electricity 
to 10,000 Astana 

households
By Abira Kuandyk

ASTANA – Plans are under-
way to complete a $242 million, 
100MW wind power plant near the 
capital. Realising green projects in 
the Akmola region will significant-
ly increase the share of electricity 
generated by alternative energy 
sources in the coming years, re-
ported the regional internal policy 
department.

Construction of the wind energy 
conversion plant began in the Ko-
stomar rural area’s Arshaly dis-
trict, 40 km northeast of the city. 
The work is being completed by 
CAPEC Green Energy LLP, estab-
lished in 2014 to execute invest-
ment projects in renewable energy.

“The construction includes the 
placement of 30 wind turbines, 
15 at each of two start-up com-
plexes. It also involves auxiliary 
facilities for maintenance of the 
wind farm operation and storage 
of large spare parts. Annual energy 
production is forecast at about 306 
million kW per hour,” according to 
cge.kz.

Upon completion, the wind 
power station can meet the needs 
of more than 10,000 families, 
thereby reducing the use of fossil 
fuels.

Kazakhstan’s share of alterna-
tive energy sources must reach 
30 percent in 2030, said President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev in his state-
of-the-nation address. Green pro-
jects near the capital will increase 
the share of energy generated by 

alternative sources around Astana 
up to 46.2 percent.

Yereimentau district is also con-
sidered a priority region with high 
wind potential. A number of wind 
power plant construction projects 
are expected in the area. Entrepre-
neurs seeking to implement similar 
projects in other regions are taking 
into account the economic effi-
ciency of renewable energy.

Within the Industrialisation 
Map, First Wind Power Station 
began operating a 45-MW wind 
power plant in the district. In 
2015, it generated 78.9 million kW 
of electricity per hour, increasing 
to 141.6 million kW per hour (17 
percent of the total) and 166.4 mil-
lion kW per hour (19.6 percent) in 
2016 and 2017, respectively, said 
the department.

Agrofirma Rodina launched 
a 750 kW per hour wind power 
plant in Tselinograd district. The 
electricity generated reached 1.4 
million kW per hour that year, 
falling slightly to 1.3 million kW 
per hour in both 2016 and 2017, 
it added.

Akbota Public Fund has installed 
new green technologies such as a 
water-heating battery using solar 
energy, LED lighting, pyrolysis 
furnace and drip plant irrigation 
in greenhouses in Arshaly district. 
KB Enterprises will be building an 
approximately $192 million, 100 
MW solar power plant in the same 
district.

Implementing these operations 
will double the share of alternative 
energy resources by 2021.

New bridge, bike lanes, botanical garden open in capital

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – A pedestrian and 
cycling bridge across the Yessil 
River was opened July 1 in the 

capital through the Regions’ Gifts 
to Astana programme. The bridge 
connects the right-bank embank-
ment of the Yessil River with the 
Central Park on the left bank.

“If you look at the bridge from 

above, its cover resembles the 
shape of a fish, which is a symbol 
of our region,” said Atyrau Region 
Akim (Governor) Nurlan Nogayev 
at the launch of the bridge.

Kazakh President Nursultan 

Nazarbayev called the bridge a gift 
that will serve residents and visi-
tors of the capital for many years.

“Astana residents should be 
grateful to all our regions, which 
took part in the building of these 
facilities,” he said.

“The bridge is incredibly beauti-
ful. It seems like a small one from 
outside, but it’s really big. There 
were many people at the opening 
of the bridge. This is our favourite 
part of the city, and I believe this 
bridge with unusual architecture 
will attract more people now,” said 
Astana resident Aida Kassymova.

The bridge is 313.5 metres long 
and 10.5 metres wide and includes 
a six-metre pedestrian lane and a 
three-metre bicycle lane. It was built 
taking into account weather condi-
tions and weighs 1,920 tonnes.

Fifty-six kilometres of bike 
lanes through Astana were pre-
sented the same day. The new route 
runs along the embankment, the 
left bank of the Yessil River and 
the former EXPO 2017 facilities, 
which now hold the Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre among 

other organisations. The new route 
is designed to connect the ski-
roller track of the city park and the 
bike path that passes through the 
green belt from Ilyinka Village. 
The new bike lanes are equipped 
with special benches with tables 
and cycle parks with WiFi and 
phone chargers.

Jetysu Park, reconstructed by the 
Almaty region, also opened July 1. 
The 15-hectare park cost 3.05 billion 
tenge (US$9 million). Within it are 
representations of all of Almaty’s 
famous sights, including the former 
capital’s main avenue with foun-
tains, a square and children’s play-
grounds; an ash tree alley; stones 
with Tamgaly Tas petroglyphs; and 
Charyn Canyon. There is also a 
1,200-metre cycle route that can be 
used as a ski trail in winter.

“The regions now help and sup-
port, because Astana is the crea-
tion of all of Kazakhstan. All re-
gions took part in its construction, 
and today people from all regions 
live here. We created a miracle in 
the 21st century. Such cities have 
never been built in 20 years in the 

history. But we managed to do 
this,” said Nazarbayev.

The head of state visited the bo-
tanical garden July 2. The 92-hec-
tare garden area cost 23 billion 
tenge (US$67 million), including 
12 billion tenge (US$35 million) 
in private investments.

More than 33,000 trees were 
planted on the territory, which has 
greenhouses for tropical and desert 
plants and succulents. There is also 
an artificial pond, cycle routes, 
running tracks and walkways.

A 14-metre monument of grati-
tude titled “Kazak Elіne Myn 
Algys” (“A Thousand Thanks to 
the Kazakh People”) was opened. 
The bronze sculpture of woman in 
traditional Kazakh apparel, sym-
bolising the Motherland, sits atop 
a pedestal made of artificial granite 
and surrounded by children. The 
sculpture reflects Kazakhstan as a 
country of different nationalities.

Nazarbayev also visited the Pal-
ace of Friendship reconstructed by 
the Mangistau region and the big-
gest fountain in the city, presented 
by the East Kazakhstan region.

Photo credit: weproject.kz.

Humanoid robot praises Astana, Kazakh President
Staff Report

ASTANA – A humanoid robot 
named Sophia told a conference of 
mayors from Silk Road cities July 
3 that she loves Astana architec-
ture.

“Walking around the city, I fell 
in love with the unique architec-
ture of your capital, in which the 
most advanced technologies and 
innovative methods of city plan-
ning in the 21st century are con-
centrated. I saw a beautiful and 
dynamic young capital with mag-
nificent buildings,” Sophia told the 
Global Silk Road Cities Mayors 
Forum.

Sofia is equipped with artificial 
intelligence, visual information 
processing and facial recognition 
technology. She can imitate hu-
man gestures and facial expres-

sions and can answer certain ques-
tions and conduct conversations on 
predetermined topics. Sophia has 
repeatedly participated in global 
forums.

Sophia is the first robot in the 
world to be granted citizenship of 
a country. She is a subject of Saudi 
Arabia and was created by Hong 
Kong company Hanson Robotics.

“Celebrating the 20th anniver-
sary of the capital is an important 
event for the city and all Kazakh 
people. I am pleased to be a part 
of this great historical moment,” 
she said.

Sophia also said she knows 
Astana received the status of UN-
ESCO City of Peace and due to the 
peacekeeping policy of the head 
of state, Astana is recognised as a 
crossroads of peace and harmony.

“(Kazakh President) Nursultan 
Nazarbayev is the chief architect 

of the city. Many architectural ob-
jects were painted by his hand that 
have become a symbol of the city 
and wise political decisions con-
tributed to political and economic 
success,” added Sophia.

The robot also praised Astana’s 
technological advancements.

“In Astana, much attention is 
paid to the development of tech-
nology. The Smart City project is 
being implemented. In addition, 
you open STEM-laboratories in 
schools, technoparks, conduct 
hackatons, international forums 
and events, so that the city and its 
residents can make a technological 
breakthrough. I am sure I will have 
a reason to come back again,” she 
added.

Sophia thanked Astana Akim 
(Mayor) Asset Issekeshev and 
the International Secretariat of G-
Global for inviting her to speak.Robot Sophia at the Cities Mayor forum.
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