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Country Marks 
Independence with 
Speeches, Songs, 
Celebrations 

By Rufiya Ospanova

ASTANA – The Independence 
Day celebrations in the capital be-
gan with an address by President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev on Dec. 
14 and the presentation of state 
awards to a number of prominent 
figures in Kazakhstan’s cultural, 
scientific, health, education, busi-
ness, military and other spheres 
for their significant contributions 
to the socioeconomic and cultural 
development of the country. The 
celebrations continued with con-
certs and fireworks.

After the awards ceremony, the 
President spoke at a grand meeting 
dedicated to Kazakhstan’s Inde-
pendence Day. On Dec. 16, 1991, 
he said, a new star, the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, appeared in the con-
stellation of nations of the world.

“On this day, we started our 
Kazakhstan Way. We have imple-
mented a great mission – we be-
gan our independence. Time flies. 
Today, what came just after the 
birth of independent Kazakhstan 
is already history, receding into 
eternity. We must judge our past in 
comparison with our current great 
achievements. Twenty-two years 
ago, we could only dream that we 
could grow our economy. This 
year, Kazakhstan is among the 50 
most competitive countries in the 
world,” the President said.

Noting that the number seven 
has always been significant for 
Kazakhstan, Nazarbayev com-
mented that the Kazakhstan 2030 
strategy was based on seven pri-
orities. He then listed seven price-
less assets the country gained upon 
independence, including the land 
itself and the borders secured for 
the first time in history, the unity 
of Kazakhstan’s people, the coun-

try’s culture and language, its in-
dustry and innovation, the Society 
of Universal Labour the country is 
building, the city of Astana and the 
nation’s sense of global responsi-
bility.

“Independence rallied the peo-
ple under the single shanyrak of 
the assembly, guardian of peace 
and harmony. Our spiritual unity 
is the main foundation of the secu-
lar state and society,” Nazarbayev 
said. He also noted the spread of 
the Kazakh language around the 
globe and emphasised the coun-
try’s rapidly developing economy, 
which he said had been achieved 
by the “painstaking work” of all 
Kazakhstan’s people. 

After the meeting, a gala concert 
and reception in honour of Inde-
pendence Day were held.

Astana’s Alau Ice Palace hosted 
days of public skating leading up 
to the Dec. 16 holiday and held 
contests and prize giveaways on 
Independence Day. The rock opera 
Zheruiyk was shown in the Palace 
of Peace and Accord. In Astana’s 
central square a disco was held 
with the participation of Kazakh 
stars. Soloists from the State Phil-
harmonic of Astana opened the 
show, followed by Kazakh stars 
Ulytau, Yerke, Zhalyn, Retro, the 
Alaman trio, KZ, Dabyl and so-
loists Kydyrali Bolmanov, Dos, 
Assel Omarova, Bakit Shadayeva 
and Dosymzhan Tanatarov. Young 
people at the disco were given the 
chance to sing with their favour-
ite performers, as well as dance to 
their hits. The celebration closed 
with fireworks.

All over the country, mass fes-
tivities including concerts, exhibi-
tions and competitions were held 
to celebrate Kazakhstan’s 22 years 
of independence.

In Seoul, Kazakh Prime Minister, 
South Korean President Discuss 
Trade and Economic Cooperation 

By Sergey Osanov

Prime Minister of Kazakhstan 
Serik Akhmetov met South Korean 
President Park Geon-hye during an 
official visit to South Korea on Dec. 
10 to discuss developing bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation.

“We have made significant 
progress in this direction, as evi-
denced by the dynamics of our bi-
lateral trade, the volume of which 
over nine months of this year ex-
ceeded $1 billion. We intend to 
continue to increase the rate of 
turnover,” Akhmetov said dur-
ing the meeting according to his 
press service.

He noted that Kazakhstan and 
South Korea had implemented a 
number of large-scale joint pro-
jects, including the construction 
of the Balkhash Thermal Power 
Plant and a chemical complex in 
the Atyrau region and the develop-
ment of Zhambyl oil field.

“I am confident that the imple-
mentation of these major projects 
will contribute to the development 
of Kazakhstan’s economy and will 
significantly enhance investment 
and technological cooperation be-
tween the two countries,” said the 
prime minister.

Akhmetov also conveyed Ka-
zakhstan President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev’s best wishes to 

President Park and invited her to 
pay an official visit to Kazakh-
stan in 2014.

The South Korean leader praised 
the level of bilateral cooperation 
and called for further deepening of 

the countries’ ties across the entire 
spectrum of bilateral relations.

“Kazakhstan is one of Korea’s 
main partners in the Eurasian space,” 
she emphasised during their meeting.

Park also noted South Korea’s 

experience in holding international 
expositions and expressed willing-
ness to share their extensive expe-
rience in organising such events 
with Kazakhstan.

Continued on Page A4

Kazakhstan 
and Canada: 
Cold Climates, 
Warm Relations 

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Kazakhstan and 
Canada, two countries with 
harsh winters, small populations 
and lots of open space, are find-
ing that their similarities are in-
creasingly opening avenues for 
cooperation, particularly in ag-
riculture.

As Kazakhstan continues to in-
vest in its agricultural sector, the 
country’s livestock trade is grow-
ing. But Kazakhstan needs animals 
suited to its climate. Canada, with 
its long history of ranching – and 
equally fierce winters – is becom-
ing an increasing significant part-
ner in Kazakhstan’s evolving live-
stock industry. 

The current value of Canada’s 
livestock trade with Kazakhstan 
has reached $50 million, and 
more growth is expected next 
year, Canadian Ambassador to 
Kazakhstan Stephan Millar told 
The Astana Times. Currently, 
Canada supplies Kazakhstan with 
beef and dairy cattle, genetic ma-
terials and hog industry products. 
Canada’s cattle breeds, including 
Canadian Angus and Canadian 
Limousin, are “ideally adapting 

to cold climate conditions of Ka-
zakhstan,” Millar said. 

Beef and dairy cows from 
Canada are estimated to account 
for about 20 percent of Kazakh-
stan’s livestock imports. In 2013, 
Canada exported 2,500 head 
of cattle to Kazakhstan, mostly 
through the KazAgroFinance 
programme, though some Ka-
zakh agricultural businesses are 
connecting with Canadian sup-
pliers privately. Agreements be-
tween Kazakh businesses and the 
Canadian livestock companies 
Alta Exports, Friesvale Farms 
and Xports International have 
recently been signed, the ambas-
sador said, and there is every ex-
pectation that the trade will con-
tinue to grow.

The current trade is driven by 
strong interest on both sides, Mil-
lar said. The embassy has sup-
ported a number of recent visits 
by Kazakh delegations to Canada 
to explore possibilities for coop-
eration in agriculture, including 
raising livestock. Those missions 
resulted in both sides identifying 
prospective commercial partners, 
Millar said. 

Continued on Page A3
South Korean President Park Geon-hye (r) told Prime Minister of Kazakhstan Serik Akhmetov (l) that Kazakhstan is one 
of South Korea’s main partners in the Eurasian space.

Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russia, Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan and Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus met in Moscow on Dec. 24 as part of the Supreme 
Eurasian Economic Council. They discussed the directions of integration among three member states of the Customs Union and the Common Economic Space, as 
well as progress on the formation of the Eurasian Economic Union by the scheduled date of Jan. 1, 2015. They also discussed issues on preparation and implemen-
tation of the road maps on Kyrgyzstan and Armenia’s accession to Eurasian integration structures. Following the meeting, several joint decisions on a common 
customs policy, regulation of natural monopolies activity and competition rules took place were signed. President Nazarbayev also had a bilateral meeting with 
President Putin as the two leaders signed an agreement on cooperation in the military-technical sphere and oversaw the signing of several other bilateral documents 
relating to joint use of the Baikonur Cosmodrome and to the transit of Russian oil through Kazakhstan to China.

Astana, Minsk and Moscow 
Advance Efforts to Create 
Eurasian Economic Union by 2015, 
As President Nazarbayev Urges 
Thorough Preparation and Care
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On Dec. 20, Prime Minister 
Serik Akhmetov handed out the 
Altyn Sapa presidential prizes for 
quality to domestic enterprises 
during a national teleconference. 
Neftekhim Ltd. from Pavlodar 
won for best production enterprise, 
KazTranGas from Astana won 
for best company providing ser-
vices and Khimfarm from South 
Kazakhstan won best enterprise 
producing goods for the popula-
tion. During the teleconference, 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
launched 10 new production facili-
ties within the State Programme 
of Accelerated Industrial and In-
novative Development. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Industry and 
New Technologies, from 2010 to 
2013, more than 600 projects of 
the Industrialisation Map were 
put into operation, including 125 
projects this year. Total output at 
the enterprises participating in the 
programme amounted to 2.5 tril-
lion tenge (US$16.2 billion). More 
than 60 companies have exported 
products totalling 126 billion tenge 
(US$817.7 million). A total of 
50,000 people have gotten perma-
nent jobs at Industrialisation Map 
enterprises.

On Dec. 18, the draft law “On 
protection of children from infor-
mation harmful for their health and 
development” was approved at the 
plenary session of the Mazhilis 
(lower chamber of the Parliament) 
chaired by Speaker of the Mazhilis 
Nurlan Nigmatulin. The document 
and accompanying amendments 
provides for applying special re-
quirements to the content of in-
formation products (print media, 
audio and video products, mass 
media and others), aimed at dif-
ferent age groups of children, tak-
ing into consideration their psy-
chophysical peculiarities. Having 
noted the importance of the draft 
law, Nigmatulin emphasised the 
necessity of using a complex ap-
proach from the involved minis-
tries and departments. He also not-
ed that publicity and availability 
must not influence the emergence 
of information harmful for health 
and development of children. “We 
are all for openness and publicity 
and the availability of information, 
but we all have to understand that 
it should not lead to any harmful 
consequences,” Nigmatulin said. 

Kazakhstan is planning to build 
146 new schools in the next three 
years, starting with 50 in 2014, 
kt.kz reported on Dec. 9, citing 
Education and Science Minister 
Aslan Sarinzhipov. By the time all 
146 schools are built, the number 
of schools in poor condition will 
decrease from 3 to 1.5 percent. 
The government plans to focus on 
schools in villages, as 93 percent 
of the schools in poor condition 
are located in rural areas. Among 
other measures to improve educa-
tion, Sarinzhipov mentioned new 
courses for teachers and updating 
equipment, gyms and lab facilities. 
He also acknowledged that teach-
ers’ salaries affect the quality of 
education, and promised to raise 
salaries in the near future. 

Kazakhstan’s Deputy Prosecu-
tor General Andrey Kravchenko 
and U.S. Charge d’Affaires a.i. in 
Kazakhstan Ambassador John Or-
dway held a joint press conference 
in Astana on Dec. 20, announcing 
new findings in the February 2006 
triple murder of Altynbek Sarsen-
bayev, his bodyguard and driver. 
Based on FBI-verified polygraph 
tests and accounts of interroga-
tion of Rustam Ibragimov, who 
had been earlier convicted as the 
mastermind of the murder, it was 
revealed that Kazakhstan’s law 
enforcement bodies now suspect 
that Rakhat Aliyev was behind or-
dering the killing of the politician. 
Rakhat Aliyev was earlier con-
victed in absentia to long prison 
terms for his role in the murder of 
two bankers and for his efforts to 
instigate a coup d’état. Earlier, Ye-
rzhan Utembayev, who was then 
the chief of staff of Kazakhstan’s 
Senate, was convicted of ordering 
the murder of Sarsenbayev, and, it 
was revealed on Dec. 20, that the 
country’s Supreme Court amended 
his sentence on Dec. 19 in light of 
new evidence.

Logistics Hub Takes Shape on Chinese Border
By Asset Kalymov

ALMATY REGION – Recently, 
Kazakhstan Temir Zholy organised 
a press tour of the Zhetisu district 
on the Kazakh-Chinese border, 
which is experiencing a construc-
tion boom.

Altynkol Station became the 
second node after Dostyk Inter-
national Border Crossing in a new 
transport corridor with China. 
There is a railway station, central-
ised electric infrastructure, wagon 
and engine maintenance facilities, 
a trans-shipment terminal and tem-
porary warehouses.

Vyacheslav Mironov, the new 
head of the railway station, said 
this strategic facility processed 
more than 1.5 million tons of car-
go. This number is nowhere near 

capacity. By 2020, turnover at Al-
tynkol is expected to reach 12 mil-
lion tons.

The Zhetygen – Korgas line 
shrank the length of railroad be-
tween China and Southern Kazakh-
stan and Central Asia by 500 km. 
The commissioning of this railway 
improved transport service for the 
local population and created about 
two thousand permanent jobs and 
has helped set social norms.

Near the border sits Nurkent, a 
village with fully furnished cottag-
es and apartments, a school and a 
kindergarten. All engineering utili-
ties were paid for by the state and 
houses and social facilities were 
heated and hooked up to water and 
electricity using state funds as well.

The Almaty – Altynkol train de-

livers passengers to ICBC Khor-
gos. We visited the huge cross-
border cooperation centre. In the 
Chinese part of the centre, the 
Jian Yuan and Zhong Ke trading 
houses, an ethnographic park of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) countries and an 
international tourist centre have 
been built. The checkpoint, which 
is able to handle 10.4 thousand 
visitors a day, has modern equip-
ment. Visitors enjoy a 30-day 
visa-free regime. Goods imported 
to Kazakhstan are not subject to 
customs duties if their value does 
not exceed 1,500 Euros and their 
weight is not more than 50 kg.

The first Kazakhstan-China 
trade fair, titled “On the Silk Road 
to Khorgos” was held there. The 

event was attended by more than 
11,000 people. Now, people from 
Almaty, other parts of Kazakhstan, 
the CIS, Europe and Asia visit the 
complex for tourism and to shop. 

At the briefing, Vice-President of 
ICBC Khorgos Erik Yessenbayev 
noted that now they are actively 
working to attract investments. 
Contracts have already been signed 
on 22 projects worth 35.8 billion 
tenge (US$232.5 million) out of a 
total 111 planned projects. A hotel 
network, tourist and shopping malls 
and cultural and sport complexes 
will be built in Kazakhstan.  

The 5,740 hectare SEZ Khor-
gos - East Gate is being built in 
the Panfilov district. Chemicals, 
steel products, foods, textiles and 
other goods will be manufactured 

in a special economic zone there. 
Investors from Singapore, South 
Korea, Japan, the UAE and other 
countries show particular interest 
in the Khorgos dry port.

The main objective is to create 
a unique global transport, logistics 
and industrial hub. The Almaty 
– Khorgos motorway, part of the 
Western Europe - Western China 
road corridor, is already under con-
struction. In the future, an ultra-
modern business city with an inter-
national airport and a population of 
70,000 will characterize the area. 

The full commissioning of the 
ICBC is scheduled for 2018. The 
centre’s management invites do-
mestic and foreign investors to 
take the remaining vacant niches 
in the Silk Road project.

Kazakh Military to Join UN Peacekeeping Forces
By Rufiya Ospanova

ASTANA – At the joint session 
of the Parliament of Kazakhstan 
on Dec. 20, members considered 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s 
proposal to send Kazakh officers 
to United Nations missions in Hai-
ti, Western Sahara, Cote d’Ivoire 
and Liberia.

Twenty officers, who will have 
observer status in UN peacekeep-
ing forces, will be sent in groups 
of five. It will be the first time the 
Central Asian country has partak-
en in UN peacekeeping.

Minister of Defence of Ka-
zakhstan Adilbek Dzhaksybekov 
addressed the members of both 
chambers of parliament and read 
a report about the role of Kazakh 
military in UN missions. 

“In accordance with Article 53 
of the Constitution of Kazakhstan, 
I ask you to support the proposal 
to send Kazakh military officers to 
participate in UN missions in Haiti, 
Western Sahara, Cote d’Ivoire and 

Liberia as observers. Each mission 
will consist of five people, they 
will work to fulfil our obligations 
to preserve international peace and 
security,” Dzhaksybekov said at 
the joint session.

According to the minister, the 
number of international conflicts 
since 1992 has declined by 40 
percent thanks to global efforts. 
He also drew attention to the fact 
that participation in UN missions 
is highly appreciated by the inter-
national community and serves as 
a weighty argument for promoting 
the country’s interests.

Members of both houses of Par-
liament asked about the probabil-
ity of Kazakhstan suffering any 
losses in these missions. 

“Frankly, there is such a pos-
sibility. We are sending troops to 
areas where there is conflict and 
the military-political situation is 
unstable, this entails risk. First of 
all, I would like to note that ob-
servers are not involved in the 
conflict, they are unarmed, as their 

main task is to observe, assist in 
monitoring and to report on the 
situation to the UN,” the minister 
answered.

He noted that the Kazakh mis-
sion will comprise entirely of vol-
unteers. 

“These are soldiers. In coming 
to the military, they should under-
stand that their work is risky; they 
are a special breed of public serv-
ants,” he said.

Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Security of the Mazhilis (lower 
chamber of parliament) Maulen 
Ashimbayev considered it natural 
that Kazakhstan is expanding its 
participation in UN peacekeeping 
missions and that the country will 
promote peace and harmony in a 
number of countries in Africa and 
the Caribbean. He noted that this 
will begin a new stage of coopera-
tion between Kazakhstan and the 
UN.

“This initiative will support Ka-
zakhstan’s candidacy for a non 

permanent seat on the UN Secu-
rity Council in 2017-2018 and will 
help Kazakhstan share its success 
in interethnic and interreligious 
harmony,” Ashimbayev said.

According to him, strengthening 
the country’s international prowess 
will create favourable conditions 
for long-term sustainable develop-
ment and expand cooperation with 
the leading countries that form the 
international agenda.

The 45 members of the Senate 
at the meeting voted for the presi-
dent’s proposal, as well as all 106 
present members of the Mazhilis.

Candidate selection will begin 
once the decision is made. 

“Officers have not yet been se-
lected; the parliament only put its 
support, which turned out to be 
unanimous, behind this measure 
today. Efforts to select candidates 
will begin now. We are only going 
to be deploying 20 officers – five 
people to 4 countries. This number 
is not very large. In a year, these 
officers, if they would like to, can 

return home and replacements will 
arrive on a rotational basis. But if 
they want to extend their contracts, 
they are welcome to,” Ashimbayev 
added after the vote. 

According to him, in the selec-
tion process, physical and moral 
preparedness will be taken into ac-
count first, experience and knowl-
edge of a foreign language will be 
considered as well.

Earlier, Foreign Minister Erlan 
Idrissov stated Kazakhstan regu-
larly allocates financial resources 
to UN peacekeeping missions. 
Thus, money is used to support 
various peacekeeping operations 
around the world.

“We are not talking about the 
classic peacekeepers, but about 
observers in military missions. 
Kazakhstan takes these issues very 
seriously. Our peacekeepers can-
not go to UN missions comprehen-
sively; military observer missions 
are in a different category. They do 
not take direct part in military ac-
tions,” Idrissov said.

Poll Shows Most Kazakhs Feel Positive 
about the Future

By Julia Rutz

ASTANA – According to the 
recently published opinion poll 
by IPSOS Mori, a leading mar-
ket research company from the 
U.K., 86 percent of Kazakhstan’s 
citizens are optimistic about the 
future of the country. Most re-
spondents expressed satisfaction 
with the direction of the country’s 
development and regarded the 
economy positively. 

The research, carried out be-
tween Sept. 27 and Oct. 16 of 
this year, showed that 86 percent 
of ordinary citizens feel “posi-
tive” about Kazakhstan in gener-
al, while 35 percent describe the 
situation in the country as “very 
positive.” 

The development of the coun-
try’s economy was also estimated 
as “good” and 81 percent of re-
spondents said they feel the coun-
try has become a better place to 
live over the past 10 years, men-
tioning such aspects of everyday 
life as the gradual elimination 
of corruption and rising general 
standards of living. 

Respondents were asked to rate 
life in Kazakhstan today and com-
pare it to 10 years ago. Satisfac-
tion ratings over the 10-year pe-
riod often doubled and increased 
by nearly sixfold in several cases. 
Job opportunities were rated as 
“good” 10 years ago by 18 per-
cent of the population; 36 percent 
say they are good today. Thirty-
six percent of the population say 
transport infrastructure is good 
today versus six percent for 10 
years ago.

Survey respondents were also 
asked to name major challenges 
they are facing now. Most re-
spondents (26 percent) said em-
ployment was their most pressing 
issue, while for 15 percent the 
main problem remains housing. 
Human rights and democratic 
reforms were identified as chal-

lenging by five and two percent of 
Kazakhs, respectively. 

Stability and peacefulness were 
included in the top 17 descriptive 
terms associated with the country 
by more than a third of respond-
ents. Moreover, an overwhelm-
ing majority of citizens agreed 
that their children’s generation 
will have more opportunities than 
their own.

Regarding Kazakhstan’s glob-
al standing, 50 percent said the 
country has “greatly improved” 
and 90 percent said they support-
ed Kazakhstan’s participation in 
international trade, with 54 per-
cent expressing “strong support.” 

Kazakh Foreign Minister Erlan 
Idrissov said he was “delighted 
that this far-reaching research, 
which was carried out through-
out Kazakhstan on a scientific 
basis, has resulted in such a posi-
tive endorsement by the people of 
our country’s steady progress in 
the last 10 years. We note these 
results with satisfaction but no 
sense of complacency, and hope 
that our international allies share 
the same approach.”

Noteworthy is the positive esti-
mation of Kazakhstan’s develop-
ment expressed by the generation 
that experienced life in the USSR. 

“New horizons appeared for 
us in 1991 that were unreachable 
before. Of course, all the hard-
ships we faced after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union didn’t allow 
us to reach everything we wanted, 
but we became free to choose our 
own destiny. People started to be 
free to choose their life paths. 
That was a tremendous change, 
something like a turning point,” 
Deputy Director at Kazakhstan 
TV Marat Raimkhanov, who 
turned 31 in December, said in an 
interview.

According to Raimkhanov, the 
first years of independence were a 
true challenge for all Kazakhs, but 

people learned to work hard, to be 
purposeful and rely on themselves. 
He called the country’s economic 
growth and positive international 
image major achievements.

“Kazakhstan became the ini-
tiator of a global dialogue between 
civilizations. Today, our state has 
to continue developing democratic 
reforms and supporting liberal val-
ues. We have to establish a true 
civil society in order to be com-
petitive and successful. This deli-
cate task has to be solved by my 
generation,” Raimkhanov, who did 
his master’s degree at the London 
School of Economics, explained. 
And past success is no reason to 
stop. Quoting Benjamin Franklin, 
he said, “When you are finished 
changing, you’re finished.” 

“We have to be purposeful, 
honest and passionate about what 
we do. We have to try to reach un-
reachable goals and think differ-
ently. Only then all the goals will 
be within the range of our abili-
ties,” Raimkhanov concluded. 

The sense of youthful optimism 

is even stronger among those who 
were born as the country was just 
becoming independent.

22-year-old Nursultan 
Akhmediya, a student of politi-
cal science at the University of 
Vienna and one of the leaders of 
the Kazakh Student Association 
in Austria expressed his strong 
belief in the future of Kazakh-
stan and the new opportunities 
the country can give to its young 
generation. 

“If you look back, you can 
see how many changes we’ve 
come through over the past 22 
years. Since the 1990s, we have 
improved the quality of our life 
dramatically. In my opinion, ma-
jor changes have happened in the 
everyday life of our citizens,” 
Akhmediya said. Born in Decem-
ber 1991, Akhmediya said his 
worldview changed along with 
his growing country’s. 

“I do believe every generation 
has its own mission. Our parents 
laid the first stone of our inde-
pendence, so we have to continue 

developing the newborn state. 
Our mission is to build new cit-
ies, plant trees around them and 
raise new generations. And I also 
do believe that we have worthy 
sons of our country who will con-
tribute to creating a better future 
for Kazakhstan,” Akhmediya said.  
He named interethnic and interre-
ligious tolerance, which he called 
the basis for further development 
and prosperity, as the main accom-
plishments of the past 22 years.

“Some can say that in compari-
son to, say, Singapore, our coun-
try may have reached more goals. 
I believe each nation has its own 
unique way of development and 
there is no need to compare one 
state with another. In my opin-
ion, Kazakhstan has successfully 
overcome most of its obstacles 
and become one of the most suc-
cessful nations in Central Asia,” 
Akhmediya said. In the future, 
he said, he hopes his peers will 
identify clear goals, work hard to 
reach them and think creatively.

[See also editorial on Page A6.]
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Erlan Idrissov (l) and President of Ethiopia Mulatu 
Teshome (r) discussed issues of expanding mutual trade and investment.

Roundtable Says Post-2014 
Regional Cooperation for 
Afghanistan Critical

By Julia Rutz

ASTANA – A roundtable discus-
sion titled “Stability and Security 
in Central Asia: Cooperation be-
tween Afghanistan and Kazakh-
stan” took place at the National 
Academic Library on Dec. 11.

The event, attended by deputies 
of the Volesi Dzhirga (lower house 
of the Afghan parliament), headed 
by Vice-Speaker Mohamed Selih 
Saldzhuki, Ambassador of Latvia 
to Kazakhstan Jurijs Maklakovs, 
Deputy Chief of the U.S. Mission 
to Kazakhstan Michael Klecheski, 
Deputy Minister of Defence of Ka-
zakhstan Bakhitzhan Abdraiym, 
military attaches of foreign coun-
tries accredited in Astana and ex-
perts, was organised by the Asta-
na-based Centre for Military and 
Strategic Research. 

The meeting focused on Af-
ghanistan’s future development 
after the upcoming presidential 
elections and the withdrawal of the 
main divisions of the International 
Security Assistance Forces.

Mazhilis member Bakhitzhan 
Yertayev, who is a retired general 
and who fought in Afghanistan 
during the Soviet times in the 
1980s, noted the success of the 
visit of an Afghan delegation to 
Kazakhstan, during which Afghan 
deputies visited the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and met with Af-
ghan students studying in Astana 
at the invitation of the Kazakh 
government.

In his speech, Saldzhuki said 
terrorism is not a local problem 
anymore as it has spread around 
the globe, threatening the secu-
rity of many countries. Speaking 
about the situation in Afghanistan, 
he noted that the number of terror-
ist groups is growing mostly be-
cause of radical religious schools 
in the northern part of the country. 
Saldzhuki emphasised the impor-
tance of finding a united solution 
with other Central Asian states 
in order to solve one of the most 
pressing problems of the contem-
porary world. 

“We are all concerned about the 
future of Afghanistan after 2014, 

but we continue to work to pre-
vent the worst case scenario after 
the withdrawal of ISAF troops. 
The country is now preparing for 
presidential elections scheduled 
for April 2014 and President Kar-
zai will oversee this process,” ex-
plained Saldzhuki. 

He also mentioned the necessity 
to modernise the Afghan Army 
and its armaments. Especially im-
portant is the air force, as it will 
assist other government bodies in 
retaining control over the country, 
he said. 

Bakhitzhan Abdraiym named 
two factors which hinder the fur-
ther development and stabiliza-
tion of Afghanistan. One area that 
needs the most attention is the na-
tion’s young people, he said. Ac-
cording to Abdraiym, they need 
to be educated in order to prevent 
them from getting brainwashed 
and involved with extremists. 

“That’s why our government es-
tablished a programme to let 1,000 
young Afghan people study in Ka-
zakhstan,” Abdraiym added.

The diverging approaches of the 
U.S., Russia, Pakistan and Iran in 
solving Afghanistan’s problems 
was the second factor mentioned 
by Abdraiym. 

“It is most important for these 
countries to find a compromise 
and develop one united solution 
that will embrace the interests of 
Afghanistan and other internation-
al actors involved in the issue. Ka-
zakhstan wants to see Afghanistan 
become a self-sufficient member 
of the international community,” 
Abdraiym concluded.

Ambassador-at-large of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Timur 
Urazayev spoke about the trans-
parent policy Kazakhstan is pur-
suing towards Afghanistan. He 
mentioned the Almaty Declaration 
that was approved in April as part 
of the so called Istanbul Process. It 
was created to promote discussion 
of regional issues. 

“We want to involve Afghanistan 
in the economic life of Central Asia 
by establishing transport logistics 
projects,” Urazayev explained. 

According to him, the Afghan ag-

ricultural sector should be subsidized 
so that crops besides cannabis are 
grown. He also suggested further de-
velopment of cooperation between 
the intelligence services of two 
countries and that lists of suspected 
terrorists and information about their 
translocations be exchanged. 

Ambassador Maklakovs, who 
also represents NATO in Kazakh-
stan, announced NATO’s decision to 
continue assisting Afghanistan. He 
stressed that the future political and 
economic progress of the country 
will be a particularly important part 
in achieving stability in Afghanistan. 
At the same time, he made note of 
the visible progress made by the Af-
ghan National Security Forces. 

“We understand that, while help-
ing Afghanistan, we should take 
into account the country’s specif-
ics. NATO is going to assist in 
training projects. We do not expect 
that stabilization will be a peaceful 
process, so we have to be ready for 
that,” concluded Maklakovs. 

In his turn, Klecheski stressed 
U.S. commitment to the region, 
which will remain for many years 
after 2014: “Our highest priori-
ties will remain the same – the 
strengthening of Afghanistan’s 
sovereignty and the defeat of Al 
Qaeda. We see Kazakhstan as an 
important regional partner in all is-
sues of regional security.”

It was noted that despite the fact 
that the armed forces of Afghani-
stan are experiencing difficulties 
in providing the necessary arma-
ments, the army and the police 
are ready to take control over the 
country after the withdrawal of 
foreign troops. This requires the 
support of the international com-
munity. Saldzhuki proposed devel-
oping a joint project to protect the 
borders of Afghanistan, not only in 
the North but also in the South. 

Summing up the roundtable, the 
president of the Centre for Mili-
tary and Strategic Research, Kozy-
Korpesh Karbuzov noted the need 
for a collective response to key 
threats of stability in the region. 
Such issues can be solved only by 
joint efforts based on bilateral and 
multilateral partnership, he added.

In Guinea and Ethiopia, FM Idrissov Promotes 
Ties with Islamic and African States

By Ulan Zhanabek

ADDIS ABABA – Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan 
Erlan Idrissov took part in the 
40th session of the 57-member 
Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion Council of Foreign Ministers 
(OIC CFM) during a two-day visit 
to Conakry, Guinea on Dec. 9-10. 
The council focused on interna-
tional efforts to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the situation in 
Syria, Iran’s nuclear programme, 
assistance to Afghanistan, normal-
isation of the situation in Mali and 
other topical issues.

Idrissov met President of Guinea 
Alpha Conde on the eve of the an-
niversary session. The brief meet-
ing took place before the departure 
of the Guinean leader to South Af-
rica to participate in the memorial 
service for Nelson Mandela. Id-
rissov was among the three foreign 
ministers who met the head of the 
country before his departure. 

At the meeting, the parties first 
discussed issues of mutual trade 
and investment, the main topic of 
interest for the African state.

Trade between Kazakhstan and 
Guinea in 2010 was extremely 
low, which the Kazakhstan foreign 
ministry attributes to the lack of 
contact between the business com-
munities of the two countries, as 
well as a lack of direct transport 
routes. Guinea, however, has rich 
reserves of diamonds, gold and 
other valuable minerals. Diplomat-
ic relations between Kazakhstan 
and Guinea were established on 
April 4, 1992; however, economic 

and trade relations have not been 
developed.

In the meeting, Conde also not-
ed the relevance of Kazakhstan’s 
proposal to institutionalise the 
process of ensuring food security 
and praised the contribution of Ka-
zakhstan and President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev to the global process 
of non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction.

While addressing the OIC au-
dience, Idrissov said Kazakhstan 
attaches great importance to rela-
tions with Islamic states and noted 
that Kazakhstan’s chairmanship in 
the organisation in 2011-2012 fos-
tered dialogue between Western 
countries and the Muslim world 
and contributed to the fight against 
Islamophobia and anti-Islamic ste-
reotypes. 

He also thanked the OIC states 
for their support of Kazakhstan 
in its bid to host EXPO 2017, ex-
pressing hope that Kazakhstan’s 
bid for a non-permanent seat in 
the UN Security Council for 2017-
2018 will enjoy similar support.

“First, we have to sadly admit 
that the OIC is unable to stop the 
bloodshed in Syria, as Syria’s 
membership in the organisation, 
unfortunately, has been suspend-
ed,” Idrissov told his colleagues. 
“Second, the situation in Afghani-
stan should remain one of the 
most important items on the OIC 
agenda. Third, the priority for the 
Ummah [the Islamic community] 
and the world remains the issue 
of Iran’s nuclear programme. Ka-
zakhstan has always recognised 
the right of any country, including 

our Iranian brothers, to develop its 
own peaceful nuclear industry to 
meet its economic needs. In this 
regard, we welcome the agreement 
reached in Geneva on Iran’s nu-
clear programme between Iran and 
the six international negotiators.”

During the event, a ceremony of 
signing the OIC Charter on Food 
Security took place. Vice-Minister 
of Agriculture Muslim Umiryayev 
was Kazakhstan’s authorised sig-
natory to the organisation’s docu-
ment, which will establish its 
headquarters in Astana. The for-
eign ministers expressed unani-
mous support for the initiative of 
President Nazarbayev to create a 
new organisation, having received 
its charter in the past session.

During his stay in Conakry, Id-
rissov also met Foreign Minister of 
Guinea Lucien Fall and held numer-
ous bilateral meetings with heads of 
delegations of the OIC states.

After the OIC council, the Ka-
zakh foreign minister went to Ethi-
opia on Dec. 11-12 to meet with 
that country’s government and the 
leadership of the African Union, 
whose headquarters is in Addis 
Ababa. 

Idrissov met Ethiopian President 
Mulatu Teshome, Prime Minister 
Hailemariam Desalegn and For-
eign Minister Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, becoming the first 
Kazakh foreign minister to pay a 
visit to that country. Officials ex-
plored potential for economic co-
operation in areas from metallurgy 
to chemical industry to agriculture.

According to Kazakhstan’s for-
eign ministry, President Teshome 

used to be a non-resident ambas-
sador of Ethiopia to Kazakhstan 
and expressed “special emotional 
affinity” to Astana. Idrissov dis-
cussed with his interlocutors Asta-
na’s plans to build up the presence 
in Ethiopia, including by opening 
an embassy in Addis Ababa next 
year, and to use this presence as a 
gateway to Africa. Until recently, 
Kazakhstan only had one resi-
dent embassy on the continent, in 
Egypt, and only last month an-
nounced the opening of its embas-
sy in South Africa. 

Earlier, Idrissov visited the head-
quarters of the African Union where 
he met deputy Chair of the Commis-
sion of the African Union Erastus 
Mwencha. In November, Kazakh-
stan became an observer in this or-
ganization, a sign of Astana’s con-
tinued quest to expand its economic 
and political outreach to areas previ-
ously outside of its traditional sphere 
of interests. Idrissov told Mwencha 
he believed cooperation with the Af-
rican Union will help promote the 
relations not only between countries 
in Africa and Kazakhstan, but also 
with Central Asia as a whole.

In his address to permanent rep-
resentatives from the 54-member 
African Union, Idrisssov specifi-
cally highlighted the prospects of 
Kazakhstan’s cooperation with Af-
rican nations in areas such as agri-
culture, mining, chemical industry, 
oil and gas, education and others. 

Calling Africa “a continent of 
opportunities”, Idrissov said his 
visit was meant to open doors for 
Kazakhstan’s businesses to Afri-
can markets. 

Leaders from across the world 
congratulated Kazakhstan on its 
Independence Day on Dec. 16. In 
his message to Kazakh President 
Nazarbayev, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin praised the coun-
try’s successes in social, economic, 
scientific and technical develop-
ment and the growth of its inter-
national clout. He noted the suc-
cessful development of Russia and 
Kazakhstan’s strategic partnership, 
expressing hope that the recent 
Treaty on Good Neighbourliness 
and Alliance in the 21st Century 
would serve as a basis for the fur-
ther expansion of bilateral and mul-
tilateral ties within the Customs 
Union, the Common Economic 
Space, the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States and other organisa-
tions. In his message to the Kazakh 
leader, President of Belarus Alex-
ander Lukashenko wrote, “Kazakh-
stan has reached impressive results 
in its development and has become 
a fully-fledged and respected mem-
ber of the international community. 
Belarus-Kazakhstan relations have 
reached the level of strategic part-
nership and continue to become 
more substantive and dynamic 
year on year.” U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama wrote “Although the 
partnership between our countries 
is young, it continues to develop, 
reflecting the cooperation between 
our governments and people. In the 
past year, Kazakhstan’s hosting of 
the P5+1 discussions was key in 
making progress on the interna-
tional community’s concerns with 
Iran’s nuclear programme. Let me 
also commend Kazakhstan for its 
ongoing, substantial contributions 
to the security, education and infra-
structure of Afghanistan. Twenty-
two years since independence, Ka-
zakhstan continues to draw strength 
from a diversity of ethnicities, lan-
guages, and religions. The govern-
ment and the people have created 
a market economy that shows tre-
mendous potential. The people of 
Kazakhstan have much to be proud 
of in these achievements.”

The “Eurasian Integration: Infor-
mation Challenges” international 
conference took place in Minsk, 
Belarus, on Dec. 12-13, with the 
participation of a delegation from 
Kazakhstan. Delivering a speech at 
the conference, Deputy Director of 
the Central Communications Ser-
vice of Kazakhstan Eldar Tolgan-
bayev noted, “It is important for us 
to participate in building dialogue in 
the Eurasian space, in the sphere of 
information in particular. We hope 
for cooperation in this sphere and 
we are always open for dialogue.” 

According to Tengrinews.kz, 
three new frontier posts, Sortobe, 
Otegen and Qasyq, were opened on 
Dec. 23 in the Zhambyl region on 
the Kazakhstan-Kyrgyz border. The 
frontier posts were opened as part 
of the Korday border detachment of 
the Ontustik regional command of 
the Kazakhstan National Security 
Committee (NSC). National Secu-
rity Committee Chairman Nurtay 
Abykayev handed over a symbolic 
key to the head of the division when 
opening the Sortobe post, noting 
that another step had been made in 
the implementation of Kazakhstan’s 
large-scale programme for arranging 
its borders. This year, 20 border posts 
meeting modern requirements were 
put into operation. At the ceremonial 
opening, the head of the committee 
distributed keys to new apartments to 
the frontier border guards. 

Representatives of the Commit-
tee of Tourism of the Ministry of 
Industry and New Technologies of 
Kazakhstan took part in a meeting 
of the working group on tourism 
of the Turkic Council, which took 
place in Istanbul at the headquar-
ters of the Turkic Council Secre-
tary General on Dec. 24. Experts 
in tourism of the council member 
states – Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey – attended 
the meeting. At the meeting, repre-
sentatives of the member states dis-
cussed the establishment of a com-
mon tourism package “Silk Road,” 
improving the qualifications of civ-
il servants in tourism, holding of a 
tourism festival “World Games of 
Nomads” in 2014, promoting cul-
tural heritage of the council mem-
ber states and others. It was also 
noted that Kazakhstan enters a new 
stage of development in simplifica-
tion of visa procedures and devel-
opment of its tourism industry.
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Active industry groups also 
participated at a Canada-Customs 
Union seminar at this year’s Farm 
Fair in Alberta, Canada. 

With the transfer of animals and 
genetic materials also comes the 
transfer of knowledge and tech-
nology in farming, feed grow-
ing, breed development and other 
practices. “By all means, bringing 
livestock could not be considered 
without [also bringing] the neces-
sary infrastructure and knowledge 
in cattle farming that would help 
ensure the further sustainability 
and success of the project,” Millar 
said. 

Canadian farmers are very con-
cerned with their cattle’s treatment 
after export, Millar said. “This is 
why we support the Canadian ex-
porters [who] also provide post-
sale and farm management train-
ing services,” he explained.

Canada and Canadian compa-
nies and educational institutions 
also support a number of other 
knowledge exchange endeavours. 
This year, the Canadian Hereford 
Association made a financial 
contribution to the Almaty Farm 
School to help local farmers de-
velop their knowledge of interna-
tional best practices, and Canadian 
industries are also actively contrib-
uting to the improved traceability 
of the Kazakh cattle identification 
system, which also helps to track 
the imported Canadian cattle after 
its delivery to Kazakhstan, the am-
bassador reported.

“We also support a few Canadi-
an cattle manager specialists who 
travel across Kazakhstan and teach 
the local farmers the best Cana-
dian practices in cattle farming,” 
Millar said. Canadian Lakeland 
College is also currently working 
on a memorandum of understand-
ing with the Kazakh Agrarian Uni-
versity in Astana. “I believe the 
project would become an excellent 
starting point in training the train-
ers and building another important 
component of the partnership,” he 
added.

The memorandum of under-
standing between Canada’s De-
partment of Agriculture and  Ka-
zakhstan’s Ministry of Agriculture 
currently provides the framework 

through which cooperation in re-
search, information and knowl-
edge exchange is conducted. It 
also aims to foster an ever closer 
and more active partnership be-
tween the two countries, he said.

The strong climate and soil 
similarities to Canada, Millar said, 
mean that many of Canada’s best 
agricultural practices can be in-
troduced here successfully. It also 
means that Kazakhstan, with its 
own growing market and its prox-
imity to others, has the potential to 
become another leading livestock 
producer and a supplier of quality 
meat to its neighbours. “I therefore 
hope that the Canadian cattle im-
ported to Kazakhstan for reproduc-
tion purposes will help increase the 
breeding and productivity potential 
of local Kazakh herds. It is impor-
tant to note that some of the local 
breeds, such as Kazakh Whitehead, 
have roots linked with Hereford, a 
widely produced breed in Canada.” 

Beef may be king in the West, 
but Kazakhstan has another major 
meat market: horse. A Kazakh del-
egation visited Canada last year to 
explore the possibilities of acquir-
ing Canadian breeding horses for 
Kazakhstan’s horse meat industry. 
Right now, Millar said, the govern-
ments of Kazakhstan, Canada and 
other Eurasian Union members are 
working out market access condi-
tions for Canadian horse breeds. 
Canada is already a leading suppli-
er of processed horse meat prod-
ucts to Kazakhstan. Live horses, 
he said, are likely to become an-
other area of cooperation. 

“The active interest expressed 
on behalf of some local business 
groups towards the Canadian 
horse industry makes me believe 
that the range of opportunities is 
really diverse. More and more 
Kazakh industry representatives 
are expressing an interest in the 
Canadian meat processing indus-
try’s capacities.” Horse and meat 
processing could be another area 
of cooperation in the future, Millar 
said. In general, the ambassador 
said, Canada and Kazakhstan have 
only scratched the surface of their 
potential agricultural cooperation. 
With so many similarities, the pos-
sibilities for exchange are as vast 
as the two countries’ prairies.

Cold Climates, 
Warm Relations 
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news in briefManufacturing Sector Remains Priority
By Aidar Bekov

ASTANA – Kazakhstan has 
entered the top 20 countries in re-
ceipt of foreign direct investment. 
The inflow of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) fell sharply in 2008 
due to the global financial crisis. 
Although the volume of finan-
cial investments is still showing a 
negative trend worldwide, in Ka-
zakhstan, the rate of FDI remains 
stable. 

“In 2012, the gross inflows of 
FDI in Kazakhstan reached a re-
cord figure of US$28.8 billion, 
which is 8.9 percent or US$2.4 
billion more than in the previous 
year. According to the UN Confer-
ence on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), Kazakhstan took 19th 
place among the top 20 leading 
countries in terms of attracting for-
eign direct investments,” Deputy 
Chairman of the National Agency 
for Export and Investment KA-
ZNEX INVEST Kairat Karmanov 
said at a press conference.

However, he said, the dynamic 
of change in the total of invest-
ments is not a key indicator; since 
the main purpose of the nation’s 
industrial strategy is to diversify 
the economy through the devel-
opment of manufacturing. Posi-
tive results can be seen here too. 
For the first half of 2013, the gross 
inflow of FDI in the manufactur-
ing sector totalled US$1.6 billion, 
which is 5.2 percent higher than in 
the same period last year.

The trajectory of growth for this 
indicator during the implementa-
tion of the industrial programme 
has changed significantly. Accord-
ing to the Kazakhstan National 

Bank, during the SPAIID years, 
the gross inflows of FDI in the 
manufacturing sector amounted 
to US$12.9 billion, or 68 percent 
of all foreign direct investments in 
the manufacturing industry since 
2005.

A large share of investments 
(77.8 percent) directed to the man-
ufacturing sector, is in metallurgy, 
a sector in which FDI increased 
by 16 percent and amounted to 
US$1.3 billion. In food manu-
facturing, investment inflows in-
creased by 78 percent and reached 
US$234 million; in the manufac-
turing of rubber and plastic prod-
ucts FDI increased by 79 percent 
to US$31.5 million; in the pro-
duction of chemical products FDI 
went up 43 percent to reach a total 
of US$22.3 million.

KAZNEX INVEST works to 
showcase investment opportuni-
ties in Kazakhstan. For example, 
this year, three road-shows were 
held in Japan, the U.S. and Bra-
zil to establish contacts with for-
eign investors. More than 330 
foreign companies participated 
in the events. The fact that they 
took place in these countries was 
not by chance. Japan and the U.S. 
are the world’s leaders in technol-
ogy. Leading industrial entities 
with significant investment poten-
tial are concentrated in these two 
countries. Also, foreign investors 
from Turkey, Italy, the UK, Ger-
many and Switzerland in the au-
tomotive, chemical, energy, trans-
port and logistics industries took 
part in the events.

The agency also promotes a 
positive investment image of Ka-
zakhstan in the international arena. 

Famous director, Timur Bekmam-
betov’s company made a video 
clip about investment opportuni-
ties in Kazakhstan this year. It was 
played more than 1,500 times on 
leading international TV channels 
CNN, Euronews and Bloomberg.

The international publications 
FDI Magazine and Machinery 
Market Magazine published ar-
ticles about investment oppor-
tunities in the country and info-
graphics were published in online 
editions of the Wall Street Journal 
and Bloomberg Business Week’s 
iPad edition.

This marketing campaign in-
creased visits to the nation’s mar-
keting website by more than 50 
percent (from 10,000 to 15,500 
visits per month). In total, since 
the Internet page was put up, more 
than 270 thousand visits have been 
registered. The number of requests 
received via online resource from 
potential investors grew by more 
than threefold. 

As the deputy head of the agency 
noted, according to 2012 research 
carried out by  a major business 
channel, Kazakhstan’s PR cam-
paign has made the country one 
of the most recognised nations 
amongst foreign business audienc-
es in the United States (15th place) 
and Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa (5th place).

“Both this and last year, over 20 
promotional events were held for 
investors, this includes business 
forums and exhibitions, which 
resulted in 180 documents be-
ing signed worth US$15 billion,” 
Deputy Chairman of the Invest-
ment Committee of the Ministry of 
Industry and New Technologies, 

Ruslan Tasbergenov said. 
“In order to attract investments 

to the more provincial areas of 
the country, we built a system in 
which investors are put in contact 
with central state bodies, that then 
organise meetings between them 
and local authorities,” he contin-
ued.

To automate this process, the 
Committee for Investment cre-
ated an online database. It contains 
three types of projects: implement-
ed, ongoing and promising.

“Particular emphasis is on at-
tracting large investors. This year’s 
major headline in investment news 
was Toyota and Peugeot’s entry 
into Kazakhstan. These campaigns 
are “beacons” for other investors, 
as they show that Kazakhstan can 
successfully do business,” Tas-
bergenov said.

The same day, the first award 
ceremony for the best foreign in-
vestors hosted by the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Industry and 
New Technologies, Asset Isseke-
shev, ambassadors and representa-
tives of international organisations 
was held. The event was held on 
the Day of the First President of 
Kazakhstan.

Eight companies that are ex-
panding production in provincial 
Kazakhstan and reinvesting in 
projects were given awards by the 
MINT investment committee and 
KAZNEX INVEST.

The most active foreign in-
vestors are the French company 
Alstom (assembly of engines in 
Astana and production of electric 
switches in Almaty), Vicat Group 
(construction of a cement plant in 
the Zhambyl region) and Danone 

(construction of a dairy plant in the 
Almaty region), the German com-
pany Heidelberg Cement (modern-
isation of a cement plant in East 
Kazakhstan, construction of a ce-
ment plant in the Mangistau region 
and construction of four concrete 
plants in Astana, Almaty and Ak-
tau) and Knauf (production of con-
struction materials in Almaty and 
Atyrau regions), Polish Polpharma 
(construction of a new and mod-
ernisation of an existing factory 
belonging to Chimpharm in Shy-
mkent), Toyota Motor Corporation 
(assembly of the Fortuner model in 
the Kostanay region) and General 
Electric of the United States (as-
sembly of engines in Astana).

The deputy prime minister, in 
his welcoming speech, stressed the 
commitment of Kazakhstan to the 
creation of an open economy and 
formation of a favourable investment 
climate in the region. He reminded 
that the head of state annually holds 
meetings of the Foreign Investors 
Council and the government’s Com-
mission on the Investment Climate 
and that he set up the institute of an 
Investment Ombudsman.

“Thanks to the efforts and sup-
port of foreign investors, the quali-
fications of domestic personnel 
have improved and investors are 
actively involved in social projects. 
In the second five-year period of 
the industrial development pro-
gramme, special attention will also 
be paid to attracting investments 
to projects oriented towards new 
technologies,” Issekeshev said. 

He expressed hope that inves-
tors will continue to participate in 
projects in priority sectors of the 
economy. 

Atasu-Alashankou Oil Pipeline Set 
to Reach Full Capacity in 2014

By Sergei Buyanov

On the eve of Independence Day, 
KazTransOil and the Kazakhstan-
China Pipeline put two oil pump-
ing stations into operation in the 
Karaganda and Almaty regions. 
The new oil pumping stations No. 
8 and No. 10, located on the Atasu-
Alashankou oil export pipeline, 
are designed to help reach its de-
sign capacity of exporting to China 
20 million tons per year. 

The owners of the Atasu-
Alashankou oil pipeline are the 
Kazakhstan-China Pipeline, Ka-
zTransOil and the Chinese com-
pany CNDOC. Since the launch 
of the Atasu-Alashankou in 2006 
to the present day, 52.1 million 
tons of oil has been transported to 
China. The capacity of the pipeline 
increased from 2.2 million tons in 
2006 to 10.4 million tons in 2012. 

Atasu-Alashankou is part of the 

Kazakhstan-China trunk-pipeline 
system, which is being constructed 
in two phases. In the first phase, 
the Kenkyak-Atyrau and Atasu-
Alashankou pipelines were con-
structed in 2003 and 2006 respec-
tively. The second phase included 
doubling of the existing capacity 
of the system in accordance with 
a May 17, 2004 agreement signed 
between the governments of Ka-
zakhstan and China for the devel-
opment of comprehensive oil and 
gas cooperation.   

Chief Engineer and First Deputy 
Director of the Eastern office of 
KazTransOil Meirambai Kozh-
anov said the commissioning of 
the new stations will increase the 
capacity of Atasu-Alashankou 
from its current 12 million tons per 
year to 20 million tons in 2014. 

Also, 124 new jobs have been 
created at the new stations. Most 
employees are local residents. 

Many professionals, especially en-
gineers with the necessary skills 
and education, have come from 
other regions. Kozhanov also not-
ed that all employees passed spe-
cial training prior to the launch of 
the new stations. 

The construction of the stations 
was funded by the Kazakhstan-
China Pipeline. The actual costs of 
the work, excluding VAT, reached 

9.3 billion tenge (US$60.5 million) 
at Station No. 8, and 11.6 billion 
tenge (US$75 million) at Station 
No. 10. The facilities are equipped 
with modern automated remote 
monitoring and control systems 
(SCADA), commercial electricity 
metres and fire and gas alarms. 

Several subcontractors, including 
some Kazakh companies, helped 
build the oil pumping stations. 

Generally, KazTransOil imple-
ments large-scale projects every 
year. There is a steady annual in-
crease of oil turnover and net profit. 
The company has obtained a na-
tional operator status for Kazakh-
stan’s main oil pipelines, it success-
fully participated in the People’s 
IPO programme and has contracts 
with new partners for oil transpor-
tation and many other projects. 

The Akim (Governor) of Ko-
stanay Oblast (region), Nuraly 
Saduakasov discussed the region’s 
investment potential at a Central 
Communications Service media 
briefing on Dec. 19. “This year, 
over 177 billion tenge (US$1.5 
billion) was invested in the re-
gion’s economy. About 70 percent 
of these investments are private. 
It is worth noting that the official 
statistics do not count investments 
made by non-residents of Kazakh-
stan. If their investments are in-
cluded, the total volume of foreign 
investments would exceed 10 bil-
lion tenge (US$65 million),” the 
head of the region said. In discuss-
ing how to attract investments, the 
governor said that the Tobol Social 
Entrepreneurship Corporation has 
been helping to increase the flow 
of investments. “The corporation 
is currently implementing 47 in-
vestment projects worth 4.5 billion 
tenge (US$29 million),” he noted. 

In total, 69 facilities worth 101.2 
billion tenge (US$658.5 million) 
were put into service as part of the 
Industrialisation Map programme 
in the Kostanay region. “Over 4.3 
thousand new jobs were created; 
labour productivity in the process-
ing sector of the region increased 
1.3 times. The region holds 2nd 
place in the country in terms of 
the number of opened facilities 
and investment projects currently 
underway. Plants producing poly-
ethylene pipes, prefabricated re-
inforced concrete, cardboard and 
oil are among the newly launched 
factories,” he said. According to 
Saduakasov, out of 58 enterprises 
launched this year, 38 enterprises 
reached their intended capacity. 
The production volume of these 
enterprises exceeded 42 billion 
tenge (US$273 million) this year, 
or 20 percent of the total volume of 
the processing industry. “The key 
goal of the Industrialisation Map is 
the realisation of investment pro-
jects, the introduction of modern 
equipment and the launch of pro-
duction of new types of products,” 
the regional leader said. 

The multifaceted economy of 
the Kostanay region attracted 8 
percent more investments this 
year compared to last year. The 
total amount of investments at-
tracted totalled 177 billion tenge 
(US$1.12 billion), deputy head of 
the regional department of econ-
omy and budget planning, Yerlan 
Ospanov said in an interview with 
ortcom.kz on Dec. 20. “Both agri-
culture and industry are well de-
veloped in our region. The share 
of these two sectors in our gross 
regional product (GRP) is about 
20-25 percent. It is also worth not-
ing that the processing industry 
was given an impetus for develop-
ment by the dynamically develop-
ing engineering sector,” the rep-
resentative of the region said. He 
also informed that investments in 
stock capital equalled 177 billion 
tenge (US$1.12 billion), which 
is 8 percent more than the previ-
ous year. Foreign trade turnover 
reached US$1.8 billion. Exports 
were US$1.7 billion of this figure 
and the imports – US$1.1 billion. 
“Most of the foreign trade turno-
ver is with the Customs Union 
member states – Russia and Bela-
rus. China is also one of our main 
partners. These countries account 
for about 22 percent of our total 
trade. We closely cooperate with 
Switzerland, Ukraine, Germany 
and Japan,” he said.  

Another aluminum smelter will 
be built in Kazakhstan soon. “Our 
industrialisation should revolve 
around processing our nation’s raw 
materials. “You are the pioneers of 
such processing. You must work on 
the construction of a second plant 
for an additional 250,000 tons of 
aluminum jointly with the govern-
ment. I hope, we will be discussing 
the successful openings of such es-
tablishments in future meetings,” 
said Nursultan Nazarbayev during 
his teleconference with Pavlodar 
region officials on Dec. 20. Earlier 
in the teleconference, president 
of the “Kazakhstan Electrolysis 
Plant,” Almas Ibragimov said that 
an aluminum smelter with a capac-
ity of 250,000 tons per year will 
soon be built, as requested by the 
head of state.

Continued from Page A1

During his visit, Akhmetov also 
met with Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Planning and Fi-
nance of South Korea Hyun Oh 
Seok. The sides discussed the 
prospects for mutually beneficial 
projects in various sectors of the 
economy, including transport en-

gineering, renewable energy, high 
technologies and light industry. 

Akhmetov noted the current in-
tensity of trade and economic co-
operation and stressed the need to 
further strengthen and expand mu-
tually beneficial ties.

“Kazakhstan is committed to 
sustainable growth through accel-
erated industrial-innovative devel-

opment. We are interested in mu-
tually beneficial investment and 
technological cooperation with 
Korea,” he said.

In addition, Akhmetov expressed 
interest in studying the Korean ex-
perience of hosting EXPO 2012 in 
Yeosu and invited Korean compa-
nies to participate in EXPO 2017 
in Astana.

Following the meeting, a num-
ber of bilateral documents were 
signed, including an agreement 
between the two governments 
on cooperation and mutual ad-
ministrative assistance in cus-
toms matters and a memoran-
dum of understanding between 
Samruk Energy and South 
Korea’s Hyundai and Samruk 

Green Energy and Hyundai’s 
subsidiaries.

In addition, the sides signed a 
memorandum of understanding be-
tween the Chambers of Commerce 
of Kazakhstan and South Korea.

In Seoul, Akhmetov attended 
Samsung’s D-Light exhibition 
complex to learn about its innova-
tive technologies.

In Seoul, Kazakh PM, South Korean President 
Discuss Trade and Economic Cooperation

Two oil pumping stations No. 8 and No. 10 were put into operation to help the Atasu-Alashankou oil export pipeline to 
export 20 million tons of oil to China per year.
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SouthRegionPlast 
became one of the 
most successful 
projects. 

Specialised vehicles for military and civil purposes which are going to be manufactured at the new capital-based plant will 
meet international standards.

Factory in Astana to Build 
Armoured Vehicles and 
City Busses

By Aynur Kembayeva

ASTANA – A new plant pro-
ducing specialised vehicles for 
military and civil purposes will be 
built in the capital. Defence Min-
ister Adilbek Dzhaksybekov and 
the Akim (governor) of the capital 
Imangali Tasmagambetov helped 
lay a capsule in the foundation of 
the future plant. 

While opening the ceremony, 
the defence minister stressed the 
importance home production of 
armoured vehicles has in President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s Kazakh-
stan 2020 strategy. According to 
Kazakhstan law, the President is 
the Supreme Commander of the 
country’s Armed Forces.

According to the strategy, by 
2020, state orders for defence prod-
ucts will be 80 percent satisfied by 
domestic producers. The new facil-
ity, which will be capable of produc-
ing 120-360 specialised vehicles a 
year, is scheduled to be launched in 
2015 and will be located at the Asta-
na – Zhana Kala Industrial Park.

Modern robotic equipment will 

be used in the full cycle of manu-
facturing for tasks such as cutting 
and welding armour plates, paint-
ing and assembling vehicles and 
providing quality control. The 
project encompasses production of 
not only military equipment, but 
also busses for civilian purposes.

State owned Kazakhstan En-
gineering, the Paramount Group 
(South Africa) and Kazakhstan 
Engineering Distribution, which 
signed a tripartite memorandum on 
the production of combat vehicles 
and their maintenance in Kazakh-
stan in November of this year, are 
taking part in the project.

This project is the first of its kind 
in Central Asia, it will create a 
highly profitable joint venture and 
is a huge boost to the defence and 
engineering industry. It is planned 
to bring local assembly of vehicles 
with parts and equipment manu-
factured in Kazakhstan and other 
Customs Union members up to 50 
percent of production. The project 
also involves the creation of more 
than 150 jobs, the sharing of tech-

nology and procedure as well as 
the training of more than 50 engi-
neers and technical specialists both 
in Kazakhstan and abroad.

An engineering department and 
service centre at the plant will al-
low for the further modernisation 
and maintenance of equipment ac-
cording to specific customers re-
quirements.

All products manufactured at the 
plant will meet international stand-
ards written to ensure strong sales in 
both the domestic and foreign mar-
kets. The armoured vehicles that will 
be produced in Kazakhstan are rec-
ognised as some of the best in their 
class in many regards; they success-
fully passed demonstration tests in 
May and June of this year at several 
Kazakhstan military installations.

Miles Chambers, director of 
business development at the Para-
mount Group, said his “company 
is interested in participation in this 
large-scale project, which includes 
not only the production of vehi-
cles, but also research and devel-
opment.”

President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
toured the Tau-Ken Altyn Gold 
Refinery in Astana on Dec. 20 as 
well as Kazakhstan Aselsan Engi-
neering, a Kazakh-Turkish enter-
prise that produces electronic and 
optical devices. During his visit, 
the head of state inspected produc-
tion lines, viewed sample products 
and talked to staff. The main area 
of the plant’s focus is the electro-
chemical refining of precious met-
als. The enterprise has an area of 
3.4 hectares and is located at the 
Astana – New City Industrial Park 
Special Economic Zone. The fac-
tory is expected to produce 25 
tons of refined gold a year, which 
could be increased to 75 tons 
thanks to the introduction of in-
novative technologies. The project 
incorporates the ways of the best 
practices worldwide. During the 
visit, Mayor of Astana Imangali 
Tasmagambetov discussed cur-
rent events at the industrial park. 
Overall, 49 projects are being car-
ried out at the park with a total 
volume of investments reaching 
181 billion tenge (US$1.2 billion), 
11 of them are  currently function-
ing, 8 are being launched and the 
rest (30) are being developed. Ka-
zakhstan Aselsan Engineering was 
established in 2011 in accordance 
with an agreement between the 
President of Kazakhstan and the 
President of Turkey. It is planned 
to increase Kazakhstan’s share in 
the enterprise from 30 percent at 
the initial stage to 67 percent in the 
near future. 

Prosecutor General Askhat 
Daulbayev and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the National Cham-
ber of Entrepreneurs Timur Kuli-
bayev signed a memorandum of 
understanding in Astana on Dec. 
23. Daulbayev said the coopera-
tion between the Prosecutor Gen-
eral’s Office and the National 
Chamber of Entrepreneurs will 
help implement the programme to 
support business set by President 
Nazarbayev in the Kazakhstan 
2050 Strategy. The memorandum 
adds to the recently established 
cooperation between prosecution 
agencies and the business asso-
ciation. The sides are working to 
further consolidate their efforts to 
resolve issues in business develop-
ment and prevent entrepreneurs’ 
rights from being violated.

There are currently 36,000 small- 
and medium-sized businesses in the 
Kostanay region. The number of 
people employed in this sector in-
creased by 1.9 percent compared to 
last year to a grand total of 134,455 
people. The share of people em-
ployed in SMEs is 15.5 percent of 
the employed population and 25.4 
percent of the economically active 
population. This year, SME entities 
produced goods and services worth 
313.271 million tenge (US$2 mil-
lion). The state entity that issues 
business loans contributes to the 
development of the SME sector. 
As of Oct. 1, second tier banks 
extended credits totalling 37.656 
million tenge (US$245,000). Non-
banking credit institutions, such as 
rural credit associations and micro-
crediting organisations are active 
in the region. 

Kostanay region is in fifth place 
nationally for providing housing, 
Akim (Governor) of Kostanay re-
gion Nuraly Saduakasov said at a 
CCS media briefing on Dec. 19. 
“Investments in housing construc-
tion are increasing year by year 
and this year, the amount of in-
vestments totalled 14 billion tenge 
(US$91 million),” the akim told. 
The head of the region also talked 
about the implementation of the 
Affordable Housing Programme. 
“More than 4 billion tenge (US$26 
million) was allocated to the pro-
gramme this year. Approximately 
212,400 square metres of housing 
was commissioned. This is 3.7 per-
cent more than last year. However, 
the issue of housing affordability 
still remains relevant despite all the 
measures that have been taken,” 
Saduakasov noted. “More than 
17,000 people are on the akimat’s 
housing waiting list. Over 50 per-
cent of these people are from vul-
nerable social groups. Therefore, 
we need to increase the amount of 
housing commissioned per year to 
a minimum of 300,000 square me-
tres,” Saduakasov stated. 

New Plastic 
Plant Opens 
in Shymkent

By Lyubov Dobrota 

SHYMKENT – The country’s 
first polypropylene sheet and plas-
tic product factory has opened in 
Shymkent.

“Our new innovative factory has 
broad sheet material production 
capabilities,” director of SouthRe-
gionPlast Mikhail Fedosov said. 

Modular floating platforms as-
sembled at the plant, which can 
serve as passages across rivers, 
leisure floats, piers or jetties are 
able to withstand water at up to 
3-5 points. The pontoons are made 
from high density polyethylene 
and the weight of each pontoon is 
only 6 kg. 

Platforms with such a long ser-
vice life are extremely durable, 
their colour does not fade in the 
sun, they can withstand extreme 
temperatures and are environmen-
tally friendly. The platforms are 
assembled from 4 pontoons and 
have a support weight of up to 350 
kg. One can even float a house on 
them. 

The first order came from Kyr-
gyzstan. The plant currently is 
working on an order from Aktau. 
An oil company intends to use one 
of the devices as a floating repair 
facility. The production capacity of 
the plant is 200 pontoons.

Solid propylene sheets are also 
in great demand in the chemical, 
petrochemical, metallurgical, elec-
tronic and radio industries because 
of their resistance to harsh envi-
ronments. They are able to replace 
metal containers, which cost sev-
eral times more. Propylene sheets 
are also very useful when building 
fish farms. Plastic is easily sawed, 
drilled, planed and cut manually. 

Sheets can be connected quickly 
with welding.

The project costs 336 mil-
lion tenge (US$2.2 million), of 
that amount, 144 million tenge 
($US935,000) were obtained from 
the Business Road Map 2020 pro-
gramme, which is part of the State 
Programme of Accelerated Indus-
trial and Innovative Development 
(SPAIID). In addition, the plant 
was built in the Shymkent Indus-
trial Zone, which afforded the pro-
ject use of its existing engineering 
infrastructure. 

The capacity of the plant allows 
production of 124,800 square metres 
of propylene products a year, includ-
ing pontoons and propylene sheets, 
plastic window and cabinet parts, 
consumer goods, boxes and pallets 
for vegetable production. The en-
terprise employs fifty workers who 
trained at Russian enterprises.

SouthRegionPlast became one 
of the most successful projects of 
the Industrialisation Road Map. 
There are 150 projects totalling 
447.9 billion tenge (US$3 billion) 
in the South Kazakhstan region. 
In total, these factories will create 
more than 19,000 jobs. Today, 66 
projects worth 109.2 billion tenge 
(US$709 million) have already 
been implemented. Currently, in 
the industrial zone, there are 32 
enterprises. More than 44 billion 
tenge (US$286 million) of invest-
ments have been made in the stra-
tegic vision. Such industrial zones 
exist in all districts and towns of 
the region and were built to create 
favourable investment conditions.  

The emphasis is on the develop-
ment of small and medium-sized 
businesses reliant upon innovative 
technologies. The rate of industri-
alisation in the region is high. Last 
year, the gross domestic product in 
the South Kazakhstan Oblast was 
1.8 trillion tenge (US$11.7 bil-
lion). It is assumed that by the end 
of this year, it will exceed 2 trillion 
(US$13 billion) tenge. 

Heavy Truck 
Production Begins in 
Kostanay 

By Valery Vedenko

KOSTANAY – The production 
of Iveco heavy trucks has started in 
Kostanay. The Iveco-682, known 
for its power and reliability, will 
be assembled and maintained in 
Kazakhstan. 

Iveco S.p.A and the SaryarkaAu-
toProm plant, which is part of the 
AllurGroup group of companies, 
have launched an assembly line at 
AgromashHolding JSC. The new 
equipment will be added to the ex-
isting Iveco PowerDaily line, which 
has been producing commercial ve-
hicles since March 2013. The trucks 
assembled in Kazakhstan will be 
much less expensive than imported 
Iveco vehicles, as they won’t incur 
customs fees and foreign exchange 
costs.  

The expansion of the partner-
ship between Iveco S.p.A and Sar-
yarkaAutoProm was announced 
by Chief Operating Director of 
Iveco S.p.A Franco Fuzinyani and 
First Vice Minister of Industry and 

New Technologies Albert Rau. 
Now, in addition to cars, vans and 
light trucks, heavy haulers will be 
produced in Kostanay. 

President of AllurGroup Andrey 
Lavrentiev noted that the demand 
for heavy trucks in Kazakhstan 
is growing rapidly and expressed 
confidence that working with the 
Iveco-682, the company will be 
able to meet customers’ demands. 

The Iveco-682 has a complete 
optimised configuration for driver 
comfort. Power steering and dual 
air-brake systems provide manoeu-
vrability and protect the driver from 
injuries and shocks. The trucks’ 
cabs have passed strict crash tests. 
The truck’s frame is made of stain-
less steel that is 20 percent thicker 
than that of other vehicles in its 
class. Its capacity is 20 tons.

The production of Iveco’s heavy 
trucks will bring modern industrial 
technologies and high standards of 
design and production engineer-
ing to Kostanay and Kazakhstan in 
general. 

The production of Iveco’s heavy trucks will bring modern industrial 
technologies in production engineering to Kostanay.
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65 Years of the 
Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and 
Kazakhstan’s 
Contributions

By Marat Sarsembayev  
and Daniyar Sarsembayev

This year marks the 65th anniver-
sary of the adoption of the UN’s Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights 
on Dec. 10, 1948. This declaration 
became the first official international 
document in the field of human rights 
and freedom.

The document consists of 30 articles 
and covers almost all fundamental as-
pects of human rights. Kazakhstan, 
having become an independent state 
in 1991 and having joined the UN in 
1992, made substantial efforts to in-
corporate these universally recognised 
human rights into its founding docu-
ments. Almost all the ideas of the dec-
laration and its subsequent covenants 
and conventions have received legal 
mandate in the Constitution and leg-
islation.

Pursuant to the provisions of the 
declaration, Kazakhstan has joined 
and executed about 60 multilateral, re-
gional and bilateral treaties and agree-
ments on human rights, it has adopted 
no less than 50 codes, laws and other 
rights/freedom related acts.

Article 3 of the declaration states 
that “everyone shall have the right 
to life, freedom and personal invio-
lability.” Kazakhstan guarantees citi-
zens the right to life and has an ac-
tive policy of ensuring this right by 
reducing mortality, including mater-
nal and child mortality, mortality on 
the roads and work related and crime 
related mortality as well. Kazakh-
stan also stands for the phased abo-
lition of the death penalty. It should 
be emphasised that the death penalty 
has been absent from Kazakhstan for 
quite some time. From 2010 to 2012, 
the death rate dropped by 37 percent. 
Comparing 2012 to 2011, mortality 
decreased by 18.7 percent.

Freedom of speech and expres-
sion as a human right is enshrined in 
article 19 of the declaration: “Every-
one shall have the right to freedom 
of opinion and free expression.” As 
it is known, freedom of speech can 
be realised by establishing the proper 
conditions. That’s why as of January 
1, 2012, 2,740 media outlets were op-
erating in the country, of which, 439 
(16 percent) were state owned, non-
state media outlets totalled 2,301 (84 
percent). 91 percent of media outlets 
are newspapers (1,662) and magazines 
(832), 8.5 percent are electronic out-
lets; there are 50 television stations, 
43 radio stations, 134 cable television 
operators and 6 satellite broadcasters; 
0.5 percent of these are news agencies 
(13). Citizens have broad discretion 
to exercise this freedom individually; 
they control most of the information 
flow in the country.

Article 18 of the Declaration pro-
vides every person with “the right to 
freedom of conscience and religion. 
This right includes freedom to change 
one’s religion or beliefs and the free-
dom to manifest one’s own religion 
or belief, either alone or in a com-
munity in regards to public or private 
doctrine, worship and performing 
religious and ritual ceremonies.” All 
religious communities in the republic 
were re-registered under a 2011 law ti-
tled “On Religious Activities and Reli-
gious Associations,” There were 3,088 
religious associations representing 17 
denominations.

In accordance with Article 21 of the 
declaration, “everyone shall have the 
right to govern their country, directly 
or through freely chosen representa-
tives.” During the presidential election 
(in 2011) more than 8.279 million peo-
ple exercised their right to vote. The 
right to vote in the parliamentary elec-
tions (2012) was exercised by more 

than 7,018,900 citizens. In August 
2013, in all 14 regions of Kazakhstan, 
2,457 akims (mayors) of villages, ru-
ral districts and towns were elected to 
serve in posts governing more than 7 
million Kazakh citizens. The competi-
tion was quite fierce. In this election, 
6,738 candidates participated. That is 
more than 2 candidates per each akim 
position.

“Everyone shall have the right to 
peacefully assemble,” says article 20 
of the declaration. Peaceful meetings 
and gatherings in the country are regu-
lated by the law titled “On Organising 
and Holding Peaceful Meetings, Ral-
lies, Marches, Pickets and Demonstra-
tions.” From 2010 to Sept. 30, 1,222 
different campaigns were held. They 
were attended by more than 250,000 
people.

“Everyone, according to article 
eight of the declaration, shall have 
the right to effective legal rehabili-
tation by competent national courts 
when fundamental rights granted by 
the constitution or law are violated.” 
Almost 400 Kazakh courts have been 
involved in making this right a reality. 
These courts consider civil, adminis-
trative and criminal cases. Their ef-
fectiveness can be seen in their han-
dling of civil cases. In 2010, national 
courts considered 549,212 civil cases 
and in 2011 the number was 582,491, 
in 2012, the number of civil cases 
reached 597,307. The growth of ap-
peals in civil cases suggests constant 
growth of the population’s trust in the 
judiciary. In order to further improve 
the justice system, the law “On Medi-
ation” was adopted, which created an 
alternative dispute resolution mecha-
nism. During the first three months of 
2013, 79 civil and 182 criminal cases 
were handled by mediators.

The human right to health care pro-
vided by the declaration has been as-
sured by the Unified National Health 
System since the system was intro-
duced in 2010. More than 550,000 
people used the right to be treated in 
hospitals routinely, 36.3 percent of 
these people were rural residents. The 
healthcare system took on its modern 
form in 2010. By the end of 2012, 
780,000 people exercised this right. 
46 percent of them were living in ru-
ral areas. In 2010, 65 new  diagnostic 
and treatment technologies were in-
troduced, and in 2011 123 were made 
public. In 2010, about 750 surgeries 
were carried out in the provincial are-
as of the country, in 2011, about 1,900 
were executed.

According to Article 26 of the Dec-
laration, “Everyone shall have the 
right to education.” This right is guar-
anteed in Kazakhstan by 139 higher 
educational institutions, with a total 
enrolment of 571,691 students, 610 
colleges (520,370 students), 184 pro-
fessional lyceums (64,814 students) 
and 7,636 day schools (2,533,000 stu-
dents). The number of evening schools 
in 2012 was 85 (17,600 students). One 
of the most successful education re-
forms is the Bolashak international 
scholarship programme put forward 
by the President. From 1993 to 2013, 
7,500 Kazakh students studied at pres-
tigious universities around the world 
thanks to the Bolashak award.

Kazakhstan plans to build more in-
stitutions to promote these basic hu-
man rights and freedoms in the future.

The authors are Marat Sarsem-
bayev, expert of the Commission for 
Human Rights under the President 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, a 
doctor of juridical science and pro-
fessor and Daniyar Sarsembayev, 
the director of Bolashak Consulting 
Group and UNDP expert on human 
rights.

Out of Soviet Ashes, Into a Better 
Future? The Kazakhs Say ‘Yes’

Among the people in the for-
mer Soviet republics there’s 
a famous expression:  If you 
don’t lament the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, you have 

no heart. If you do, you have no mind.
Indeed, the shadow of the once mighty 

USSR still haunts the former Soviet re-
publics in different ways. Some republics 
continue to struggle economically and have 
become impoverished, they continue to fight 
corruption, and the myriad of other prob-
lems.  For some, the transition was cata-
strophic. But others have managed to break 
through the uncertainty of the post-Soviet 
era.

Today, not many know or remember 
that the Soviet ruble once was worth more 
than one U.S. dollar, that the USSR won 
the UEFA football championship in 1960 
in France, with names like Lev Yashin and 
Alexander Blokhin instilling fear into op-
posing teams. Legendary hockey players 
Valery Kharlamov and Vladislav Tretyak are 
still considered legends from Cold War era 
hockey competitions that were about more 
than just hockey.

From victory in WWII to space explora-
tion triumphs, Soviets had a lot to be proud 
of and two things that kept people happy in 
the Soviet Union were unity and pride. After 
the inevitable collapse, the 15 states that 
once represented the USSR became inde-
pendent and had to chart their own course.

It seems that 22 years after that fateful day 
of Dec. 30, 1991, when the Soviet Union 
formally ceased to exist, the people who live 
in the independent states that rose from the 
ashes of the USSR continue to be of two 
minds (or of two hearts). 

The most recent Gallup poll, conducted in 
2013 in 11 former Soviet republics, shows 
that the slight majority, 51 percent, believe 
the collapse of the Soviet Union was a bad 
thing. In seven countries, more people con-
sider the collapse of the Soviet Union to be a 
bad thing for their countries than otherwise. 
One result of the study is particularly nota-
ble. Compared to other countries surveyed, 
noticeably more people in Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan believe the 
Soviet collapse brought more benefits than 
harm. In Kazakhstan, 45 percent of those 
polled thought positively of the Soviet 
collapse, versus 25 percent who thought it 
brought more harm. In Azerbaijan, the pro-
portion was 44-31, while in Turkmenistan 
the majority of positive opinions were even 
more pronounced at 62-8.

The survey also revealed that those who had 
experience living in the USSR are nearly three 
times more prone to say its collapse harmed 
the country. People under 30 are split on the 
issue with 33 percent seeing harm and 30 per-
cent seeing benefit. Twenty percent said they 
didn’t know and/or refused to answer.

Azat Peruashev, the 46-year-old leader of 
the Ak Zhol political party and a member 
of the Mazhilis, thinks such a breakdown of 
sentiment is explained by both objective and 
subjective factors. “After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, we all faced a very difficult 
period of collapsing economic ties in what 
used to be a single economic organism. (The 
economies in the former Soviet countries 
shrank by 50 percent compared to 29-30 
percent contraction during the Great Depres-

sion in the U.S.). And, in addition to natural 
resources, a lot depended on how quickly 
the leadership in those countries could over-
come those problems,” Peruashev told this 
newspaper. 

“In Kazakhstan, President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev did an impressive job in terms of 
crisis management, quickly introducing much 
needed economic reforms: privatisation, at-
traction of foreign investment, introduction 
of national currency, as well as the transfer of 
the capital to Astana which spurred economic 
development and construction industries in its 
own way,” Peruashev explained.

Only six months after independence, Ka-
zakhstan adopted a new law on the protec-

tion and support of private entrepreneurship, 
a major U-turn for a country where private 
businesses were all but prosecuted by law 
until December 1991. And in the mid-1990s, 
President Nazarbayev signed more than 100 
decrees with the legal force of law, solidi-
fying the foundation of economic market 
reforms. “In the end, a class of entrepre-
neurs was established, and this movement 
acquired a nationwide character. … Today, 
Kazakhstan is clearly a country with a 
civilised economy and political system,” 
Peruashev added. “We had our share of mis-
takes and problems, but only he who doesn’t 
do anything doesn’t make mistakes. We try 
to foresee problems and preempt them. That 
is why I look positively at steps, such as the 
establishment of a Ministry of Regional De-
velopment and the adoption of a programme 
to develop small cities.”

“The result of the survey doesn’t sur-
prise, really,” Dosym Satpayev, 39, a PhD 
of political sciences and the director of the 
Almaty-based consulting organisation, Risk 
Assessment Group, said in an interview. 

“There have been a lot of changes in Ka-
zakhstan in the past 22 years, the mentality 
has changed, a new post-Soviet generation 
has grown up. We need to keep this demo-
graphic in mind whenever we analyse any-
thing,” Satpayev said, highlighting several 
points that need to be considered. 

“The first point is the emotional state that is 
tied to the definition of ‘independence’. Many 
thought that Kazakhstan gained complete 
independence, became a self-efficient unit 
after the collapse of the USSR,” Satpayev said. 
“The second factor is economical. Many of 
those who support the break-up of the USSR 
think that Kazakhstan was exploited and did 
not receive enough in return and that today an 
independent Kazakhstan can decide for itself 
about what to do with the natural resources it 

owns, without seeking permission from the so 
called ‘big brother’. The third important factor 
is that since the collapse of the USSR, there 
have been a lot of leaks from old Soviet ar-
chives that have discredited the Soviet regime. 
The materials revealed that it was a good thing 
that we escaped from the old ways, otherwise 
it would have been even worse. And the fourth 
factor is demographics. We have brought up a 
new generation in the last 20 years in Ka-
zakhstan, people who don’t know the USSR, 
have no connection to it, no understanding, no 
imagination of the communist era. And these 
young people think the history of Kazakhstan 
started from 1991. All they know comes from 
stories from their parents, their discussions and 
now they think that the break-up was benefi-
cial rather than harmful.” 

A recent opinion poll by Ipsos MORI 
seems to support the overall positive 
expectations of the people in Kazakhstan. 
It showed widespread satisfaction with the 
direction of the country and a majority of 
citizens with a positive attitude towards the 
economy.

The research results produced by Ipsos 
MORI showed strong support among ordinary 
Kazakh citizens for the general direction 
of policy in the energy-rich Central Asian 
country.  Eighty-six percent of a nationwide 
sample of respondents said they felt “positive” 
about Kazakhstan in general, and 35 percent 
said they felt “very positive.” Seventy percent 
of citizens said they felt positive about the 
country’s economy, while 81 percent said they 
felt the country had become a better place in 
which to live over the past ten years.

In the survey, Kazakh citizens indicated 
they have become significantly more satis-
fied with nearly every aspect of everyday 
life in the country–from the identification 
and elimination of corruption to overall 
quality of life and general standards of liv-
ing–in recent years. 

Respondents were also asked to rate life in 
Kazakhstan 10 years ago and to rate life in 
Kazakhstan today.  The increase in per-
ceived satisfaction over this 10-year period 
ranges from double to nearly six-fold in 
certain cases, including sizeable improve-
ments in job opportunities (18 percent say 
they were “good” 10 years ago; 36 percent 
say they are “good” today) and transport 
infrastructure (6 percent to 36 percent).

When asked about the main challenges 
currently facing Kazakhstan, 26 percent of 
respondents identified jobs as the most press-
ing issue, while 15 percent said housing and 
11 percent said economic growth. Five percent 
and 2 percent of respondents respectively iden-
tified human rights and democratic reform as 
among the main challenges facing Kazakhstan.

The three traits most predominantly asso-
ciated with Kazakhstan by respondents were 
its hospitality (50 percent), its stability (35 
percent) and its peacefulness (34 percent). 
The top 17 descriptive terms associated with 
the country are all positive.  

Furthermore, an overwhelming major-
ity of citizens agreed that their children’s 

generation will have more opportunities than 
their own, and that they are optimistic about 
the future of the country, with figures of 77 
percent and 80 percent respectively.

[See related story on Page A2.]
It is no wonder then that the majority of 

the people in Kazakhstan think the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the independence of 
the country have been good for themselves 
and the their country. 

Yet, while there are many reasons to be 
happy, there are also many reasons to be 
concerned about the future, such as the still 
high dependence on extraction industries 
and the still high level of corruption. It is 
important that the country’s leaders realise 
this and continue to work to resolve prob-
lems pre-emptively.
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Energy Policies of Kazakhstan and China
By Usen Suleimen  

and Gulnara Baikushikova

The break-up of the Soviet Un-
ion resulted in serious financial, 
transit, management and political 
problems for its former states. The 
emerging relationships between 
its former constituent parts were 
initially shaped by the unrealistic 
commercial expectations of the 
newly-independent governments, 
hungry for extra budget revenues 
at a time of political and economic 
turmoil.

Fortunately, Kazakhstan’s 
economy regained momentum at 
the beginning of the 21st century. 
Since then, rising energy exports 
have become the engine that drives 
the country’s economy. 

Since 2010, China has been 
the world’s second largest econ-
omy after the United States, with 
its nominal GDP amounting to 
US$5,879 billion, a figure totally 
unthinkable three decades ago. 
Similar to Kazakhstan, China has 
undergone transition from Com-
munism to what may be seen as 
‘its own’ form of capitalism, what 
the Chinese call “Socialism with 
Chinese characteristics”. 

In tandem with its economic 
reforms, China’s real GDP has 
grown rapidly, with an average an-
nual growth rate of 9.8% during 
1978-2007. Apropos of economic 
structure, industrialization has 
been the main source of economic 
growth; in 2010, industry contrib-
uted 48.6% of China’s GDP, an in-
crease of 7.3% over 1990.

The above increases in China’s 
own domestic consumption and 
investment, the relocation of many 
manufacturing processes from oth-
er parts of the world to China, and 
the country’s burgeoning exports 
have all contributed to the dra-
matic increase in the production of 
energy-intensive goods.

Energy policy 
in Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan, as a newly-inde-
pendent state, faced several alter-
natives in the energy policy field. 
The country could take the road of 
full nationalisation of its extractive 
industry, as has been usual in the 
Middle East and other oil produc-
ing regions; or, it could transfer 
some energy assets to the private 
sector. However, all scenarios 
posed risks. For example, Kazakh-
stan could become a “banana re-
public” - a raw material appendage 

of Russia or the West; or, it could 
become internationally isolated 
and squander its energy potential.

President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
made a wise decision: he chose a 
third road. In the interests of ex-
ploiting its oil fields, Kazakhstan 
opted to engage in joint ventures 
and production-sharing agree-
ments with foreign investors. But, 
at the same time, Kazakhstan lim-
ited the role of foreign capital by 
tightening its investment law. The 
Kazakh government preferred to 
work with internationally recog-
nised companies; i.e. those that 
showed interest in developing 
long-term projects and were ready 
to consider the country’s domes-
tic interests. They were expected 
to highlight environmental safety 
programmes, train local staff, and 
exercise corporate social respon-
sibility. Transnational compa-
nies, including Agip/Eni, British 
Group, ChevronTexaco, Exxon-
Mobil, Impex, Royal Dutch Shell 
and TotalFinaElf, among others, 
emerged as the winners in this 
race.

More recently, Canadian, Mid-
dle Eastern and Russian compa-
nies have been rapidly establishing 
a presence in the Caspian region. 

China’s need to strengthen its 
role became more obvious in 2005 
and 2006, which saw Russia’s pres-
ence on the increase and the Ameri-
can influence on the wane. When 
Chinese and Indian extractive and 
financial corporations have entered 
the scene, the interests of all ma-
jor world players were represented 
in the Caspian region. In order to 
realise the full potential of its oil 
fields, Kazakhstan had to establish 
export routes that would guarantee 
its ability to meet the West’s and 
China’s demand for “black gold”. 
Nazarbayev was fully aware that 
respecting the interests of all of the 
major players in the Caspian region, 
namely the West, Russia and China, 
would improve the stability of the 
energy sector in Kazakhstan. This 
approach, as well as promoting a 
balance of power in the region, kept 
the major players in check.

Kazakhstan’s energy policy ob-
jectives feature in several docu-
ments, one of the most important 
among which – the Development 
Strategy of Kazakhstan until 2030 
– focused on energy as one of 
the country’s priority sectors and 
stressed the necessity for a “rapid 
increase of production and export 
of oil and gas to receive revenues 
that would contribute to lasting 
economic growth and an improve-

ment of the living standard of the 
people”.

As opposed to the former orien-
tation towards large-scale energy 
production, heightening the effi-
ciency of energy consumption and 
energy conservation has become 
the top priority of the energy strat-
egy. The new structural policy for 
energy sector development over 
the next 15-30 years provides for: 

- growth in oil production, more 
efficient oil use, increased domes-
tic consumption and export of oil;

- more efficient natural gas use, 
increased domestic consumption 
of natural gas;

- prioritising the refining and 
complex use of hydrocarbon raw 
materials; 

- improvement in the quality of 
coal products through increased 
volumes of high calorific coals, 
and stabilisation and further in-
crease of coal production rates 
(mostly by open mining) by in-
troducing ecologically acceptable 
technologies; and

- intensified development of 
local energy resources (e.g., hy-
dropower, minor deposits of 
hydrocarbons), greater use of 
non-conventional and primarily 
renewable resources (wind, solar, 
geothermal energy, mine methane 
and biogas).

China’s energy security 
strategy

China’s energy security was not 
a popular issue until 2000, when 
the country’s oil imports doubled 
and the bill tripled. A search of the 
“China Economic News” library 
of China Infobank, a Chinese peri-
odicals database, revealed that the 
term ‘energy security’ appeared in 
only 41 publications between 1994 
and 1999; but, for the period 2000 
to 2007, 1,862 mentions of the 
term were noted. Daniel Yergin, 
the author of The Prize, reads the 
objective of energy security as “to 
assure adequate, reliable supplies 
of energy at reasonable prices and 
in ways that do not jeopardize ma-
jor national values and objectives”. 
Thus, one dimension of energy 
security for China is access to suf-
ficient energy supplies to protect 
the leadership’s core objectives of 
continued economic growth, the 
prevention of Taiwan’s independ-
ence, China’s continued emergence 
as a global power, and the survival 
of the Chinese Communist Party.

In the case of China, energy secu-
rity policy overwhelmingly focuses 

on oil, because oil is the only form 
of energy that can meet China’s de-
mand for massive net imports. 

China became a net importer of 
oil in 1993; today, almost half of 
its oil has to be imported due to 
stagnation of the domestic output 
and skyrocketing oil demands. 

Secure delivery of energy imports 
is unarguably another part of Chi-
na’s energy security; but, there are 
a number of energy import-related 
problems that Chinese leaders feel 
uneasy about. For example, more 
than 80% of total oil imports have 
to be shipped through the Strait 
of Malacca, a very narrow, busy 
chokepoint threatened by frequent 
pirate activities. More than 90% of 
oil imports by sea are shipped by 
non-China-flagged vessels.

The Chinese government and the 
national oil companies agree that 
the key to enhancing oil security lies 
in the diversification of oil suppliers 
and transport routes. In terms of oil 
suppliers, they have sought not only 
to expand the number of countries 
from which China imports oil, but 
also to decrease China’s depend-
ence on the Persian Gulf, which in 
2005 provided almost half of Chi-
na’s crude oil imports. Chinese and 
international energy experts expect 
that the country’s reliance on the 
Persian Gulf will remain substan-
tial because of the region’s large oil 
reserves.

China has achieved consider-
able success in diversifying the 
sources of its oil imports. In 1995, 
the Persian Gulf and the Asia Pa-
cific regions supplied almost 90% 
of China’s oil imports, with Indo-
nesia alone accounting for 31%. 
Over the past decade, China’s oil 
imports from the Persian Gulf 
have hovered just below 50%; at 
the same time, growth in the share 
of supplies from Africa and Rus-
sia has offset a dramatic decline in 
the contribution of the Asia Pacific 
region to China’s oil import mix. 
In 2005, the Persian Gulf and Af-
rica accounted for more than three 
quarters of China’s crude imports. 
Russia, China’s fourth largest sup-
plier of crude oil, provided 10%.

Energy production, 
consumption and trade

Kazakhstan’s combined onshore 
and offshore proven hydrocarbon 
reserves have been estimated at 
between 9 and 40 billion barrels 
(comparable to APEC members 
Algeria on the low-end and Libya 
on the high-end). The Reserves 

and Production ratio in 2007 was 
73.2, which means that even if 
no added proven oil reserves are 
found, Kazakhstan can uphold the 
current crude oil production level 
for 73.2 years.

Between 1990 and 2010, Ka-
zakhstan’s oil production almost 
doubled from 26.1 million tons 
to 46.8 million tons, making the 
country the world’s 19th largest 
crude oil producer  and the sec-
ond largest after Russia among 
the former Soviet republics. Over 
the next 15 years, Kazakhstan can 
reasonably expect crude oil and 
liquid production to increase more 
than threefold and reach between 
3.0 and 3.5 million barrels per day 
(Mb/d). At 3.0-3.5 Mb/d oil pro-
duction, Kazakhstan is expected to 
be one of the world’s top 10 pro-
ducers, behind the Gulf States and 
Russia but on a par with North Sea 
production at its height. 

According to BP, in the first dec-
ade of the millennium, Kazakh-
stan’s proven reserves of natural gas 
amounted to 1.9 trillion cubic me-
ters (tcm), figures that are compara-
ble to those of Canada and Kuwait. 
Domestic natural gas production 
increased over six times from 162.4 
billion cubic feet (bcf) in 1999 to 
1,201.2 bcf in 2010. Since Kazakh-
stan’s gas production has been ham-
pered by the lack of infrastructure, 
for some time, leading oil producers 
have had to flare gas instead of us-
ing it. The Kazakhstan Government 
forecasts the gross production of 
natural gas will reach 106.1 billion 
cubic meters (bcm) by 2015. How-
ever, much of this gas will be re-
injected into the ground, to help oil 
extraction by maintaining wellhead 
pressure.

Kazakhstan is also one of the top 
ten coal producers in the world. Its 
reserves and mines are the third 
largest in the CIS, and its income 
from coal mining per capita is the 
largest in the CIS. With proven 
coal reserves of some 34.5 bil-
lion tonnes of mostly high quality 
anthracitic and bituminous coal, 
Kazakhstan has the eighth largest 
reserves in the world, amounting 
to four per cent of the world’s coal, 
the most valuable of which are en-
ergy-rich and coking coals.

Approximately 0.5% of world’s 
fossil energy resources are found 
in Kazakhstan, equal to 90 billion 
tonnes of oil equivalent (toe). 

The increase in China’s domes-
tic consumption and investment, 
the relocation of many manufac-
turing processes from other parts 
of the world to China, and bur-

geoning exports all underpin the 
dramatic increase in the produc-
tion of energy-intensive goods. 
China’s oil demand in 1990 was 
only about 25% higher than it was 
in 1978. In 2010, China’s oil con-
sumption reached 390.5 Mt which 
is approximately four times the 
1978 level. Industry and transport 
have together shared 77% of Chi-
na’s total end-use demand.

China’s demand for natural 
gas has also increased remark-
ably from 15,250 Mcm in 1990 to 
69,523 Mcm in 2007. As a result, 
its natural gas imports have also 
increased sharply. China imported 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 950 
Mcm for the first time in 2006; 
subsequently, it reached 1,200 
Mcm in 2010. It is projected that 
China’s natural gas imports will 
reach 2,800 Mcm and 12,800 Mcm 
in 2015 and 2030 respectively.

China’s oil production, however, 
has seen slow growth. China, the 
largest coal producer in the world, 
reported coal proven reserves of 
114,500 Mt at the end of 2007; 
that is, approximately 13.5% of 
the world’s proven recoverable re-
serves with an R/P ratio of 45.

A country’s demand for energy 
mirrors the size of its economy. 
China’s primary energy consump-
tion increased rapidly, faster than 
its primary energy production in 
the same period. Due to the above, 
the balance of overall energy in 
China has been reversed. Because 
the country’s demand for energy 
grew more quickly than it could 
produce, China’s self-sufficiency 
in overall energy could no longer 
be sustained post 1992. 

Thus, Kazakhstan’s priorities, 
including economic development, 
enhancement of political inde-
pendence, and maintaining geopo-
litical balance, have significantly 
been promoted in the Central 
Asian region due to rich reserves 
of its hydrocarbons. 

As for China, Kazakhstan, along 
with its role of supplier of energy re-
sources, is also very much important 
in political terms. Priorities of Chi-
na, along with energy security, in-
clude facilitation of bigger political 
influence in Central Asia and stabili-
zation of the situation in its western 
regions with the help of Kazakhstan.

Usen Suleimen, Ph.D is an 
ambassador-at-large at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Kazakhstan. Gulnara Baikushi-
kova, Ph.D is a professor at Al 
Farabi Kazakh National Univer-
sity. This article is written with 
the support of the “Samruk-Ka-
zyna” Sovereign Wealth Fund.

For full version see story on-
line.

Missionary Activity in Kazakhstan Expanding
By Serik Ospanov

The missionary activity of tradi-
tional religions in Kazakhstan has 
a long history. Missionaries’ work 
was long disorganized and limited 
by objectives of teaching, creating 
conditions for spreading and grad-
ually involving people living in the 
region into the missionaries’ faith. 
The effectiveness of implementa-
tion of this task was associated 
with specific historical processes 
and events which created favour-
able conditions or obstacles for it. 

 A more organized missionary 
work took place during the 19th 
and 20th centuries, with the activi-
ty in the region of the Russian Em-
pire and Kazakhstan’s accession to 
it. With the emergence of the mili-
tary settlements on the territory of 
the country not only cultural in-
teraction, but vigorous activity of 
Russian Orthodox, Catholic and 
Lutheran churches began. Accord-
ingly, the main conductors were 
migrants, with the majority being 
Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, Lat-
vians, Czechs, Germans, Austri-
ans, and others. 

During that period, missionary 
activity was realized in its tradi-
tional form. Spiritual missions 
were set up, Russian Orthodox, 
Catholic and Lutheran churches 
were built, and missionary schools 
in Kazakh language were opened. 
Sermons were carried out and 
church literature was published in 
the native language of the locals. 
However, after the 1917 revolu-
tion, missionary activity by all 
religions in Kazakhstan has virtu-

ally ceased: parishes were closed, 
churches and other religious build-
ings were partially destroyed, 
some members of the clergy were 
repressed. 

Since Kazakhstan regained its 
independence in 1991, there have 
been radical changes in all fields. 
Communist ideology was replaced 
by ethnic, religious values. Of 
course, multi-ethnic, multi-confes-
sional composition of the popula-
tion has made its own contribution 
to the development of the religious 
situation. 

The change of the place and role 
of religion in the life of the peo-
ple was due to the uncertainty of 
ideological priorities after the col-
lapse of USSR, the crisis in the 
socio-economical sphere, loss of 
former philosophical ideals, the 
emergence of ideological vacuum, 
search for a new ethno-political, 
civil and ideological identity.  

The secular character of state that 
guarantees the rights of citizens to 
freedom of conscience, speech and 
expression was confirmed in the 
Constitution of Kazakhstan. Such 
democratic position contributed to 
the fact that in the two decades of 
existence of an independent Ka-
zakhstan, under the influence of 
internal and external factors in the 
confessional sphere and interfaith 
relations, certain trends appeared, 
which directly helped expand the 
missionary activity and affected 
the level of national security of 
the republic, including in the nega-
tive sense. In the initial period, 
lack of attention of public authori-
ties to this issue and a low level 

of religious literacy among many 
citizens of Kazakhstan made a cer-
tain impact. In particular, part of 
the younger generation fell under 
the influence of various mission-
aries, including those promoting 
destructive religious ideas. The 
problem required a comprehensive 
analysis, including the study of the 
contemporary religious situation 
in the country, the existing legisla-
tion in the sphere of religion and 
the development of appropriate 
preventive measures.

Studies of the dynamics of mis-
sionary activities which have been 
held for 10 years (from 2003 to 
2013) showed quantitative growth 
of missionaries and their “quali-
tative” influence on the religious 
situation. Currently, the number of 
missionaries arriving to Kazakh-
stan continues to increase. While 
in 2003, only 89 missionaries were 
registered in Kazakhstan, as of 
October 1, 2013, the total number 
of registered missionaries already 
reached 407 people coming from 
27 countries.

Thus, the number of mission-
aries has increased fivefold in 10 
years. At the same time, the num-
ber of Islamic missionaries (8 peo-
ple) indicates that for registered 
Muslim religious associations it is 
uncharacteristic to attract foreign 
missionaries, whose number re-
mains small and tends to decrease. 

On the contrary, the number of 
missionaries of the other tradition-
al denomination – Russian Ortho-
dox Church – tends to grow and 
has reached 80 representatives. 
This may indicate the increase of 

activity of the Orthodox commu-
nity of Kazakhstan and a desire 
of the Russian Orthodox Church 
to resist the expansion of congre-
gations that are not traditional for 
this region. 

The greatest part of the exist-
ing foreign missionaries corps is 
composed by representatives of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Of 
the 381 registered missionaries in 
2012, the amount of Catholic mis-
sionaries was 263, or 69 percent. 
Catholic missionaries mostly come 
from Poland, Slovakia, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, Austria, the US, South 
Korea, Kenya and other countries. 
The number of missionaries ex-
ceeds more than twice the number 
of religious associations.

Such kind of rate means the Vat-
ican tries to solidify its presence 
on the territory of Kazakhstan. 
Church representatives substanti-
ate this fact by the need to serve 
the needs of religious believers, 
not by the intensity of their mis-
sionary activities. Since the status 
of a missionary is given to all for-
eign priests, Catholic priests are 
the most numerous among mis-
sionaries. This figure confirms the 
growth of foreign Catholic priests 
against the backdrop of the negli-
gible number of parishioners of the 
Catholic Church in the country.

As for the Protestant missionar-
ies, available data indicates a high 
level of their activity. In 2006, 
the greatest number of Protes-
tant missionaries was registered 
and reached 160 foreigners. The 
missionary activity of Protes-
tant and nontraditional preachers 

frequently had been carried out 
without official registration. Nu-
merous complaints from citizens 
are the evidence of this, as well as 
convictions and penalties against 
members of such associations as 
Evangelical Christian Baptists, Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, New Life, etc. 
Violations mostly are due to non-
traditional missionaries, forcing 
relevant state authorities to take 
administrative measures within 
the limits of legislation on all these 
facts.

Recently, there has been a small 
modernization in the missionary 
activity of the Protestant move-
ments. New programmes include a 
flexible learning format for poten-
tial evangelical missionaries and 
do not require any registration or 
the permanent residence.

For example, the School without 
Walls programme in the countries 
of the CIS has become a broad 
movement which applies new and 
informal approaches via the In-
ternet and focuses on the younger 
generation. 

The analysis of activities of mis-
sionaries shows that most foreign 
religious associations pursue sys-
tematic attempts to expand their 
presence in Kazakhstan, which 
includes increasing the number 
of missionaries and mentioned 
statistics serves as confirmation. 
Therefore, the statements of some 
human rights organizations on the 
limitations to the missionaries in 
the new Law of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan “On Religious Activ-
ity and Religious Associations” 
can be considered as incorrect. 

The following is a proof of this: in 
2011, there were 301 missionaries 
and in 2013 there were 407 mis-
sionaries. 

In fact, the work on transparent 
regulation of the religious field of 
the country has been conducted 
with the adoption of the Law in 
October 2011. In this case, among 
other measures, the Standard of 
the state service “Carrying out 
Registration and the Re-Registra-
tion of Persons Performing Mis-
sionary Activities” was approved 
by the Order of the Government of 
Kazakhstan from February 7, 2012 
of No. 211 aimed at setting clear 
requirements for the registration 
process and the activities of reli-
gious missionaries in Kazakhstan.

Now, only a person who has re-
ceived an appropriate certificate 
indicating the time and territory 
of activities can perform mission-
ary activities in Kazakhstan. These 
regulations are not a novelty. In 
the international practice, there are 
stricter approaches to missionary 
activities and in some countries 
missionary activities are banned 
altogether.  

Since the enactment of the new 
law, the Agency for Religious Af-
fairs has seen no evidence of the 
refusal of entry to foreign mission-
aries. The above statistics show 
that the law did not restrict the 
activities of religious associations. 
It only regulated the procedure 
and identified a clear mechanism 
for registration (re-registration) of 
persons carrying out missionary 
activities.  

The author is Director of De-
partment of Analysis and Stra-
tegic Planning of the Agency for 
Religious Affairs of Kazakhstan.
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Kazakh-U.S. Convention Looks at Expanding 
Strategic Partnership 

By Erik Sydykov

Relations between the U.S. and 
Kazakhstan are strong and will 
continue to grow stronger as mutu-
al interests will continue to push the 
two countries together into an ever 
closer and wide-ranging strategic 
partnership, U.S. and Kazakh offi-
cials, members of both parliaments, 
scholars and business leaders noted 
during a conference in Washington, 
DC, on Dec. 11. 

The one-day United States – Ka-
zakhstan Convention at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel brought together 
several dozen members of the U.S. 
Congress, administration officials, 
members of the Kazakh Parliament, 
as well as business and think-tank 
leaders. The Embassy of Kazakh-
stan in Washington, the Turkic 
American Alliance, Council of Tur-
kic American Associations, the Ka-
zakh American Friendship Council, 
the Turquoise Council of Ameri-
cans and Eurasians, and Newsdesk 
Media sponsored the event.

More than a dozen members of 
Congress spoke at the convention, 
opened by Kazakhstan’s Ambassa-
dor to the U.S. Kairat Umarov, em-
phasising the growing ties between 
the two countries and highlighting 
their own experiences with the 
Central Asian nation.

Speaking at the first session fo-
cusing on the strategic partnership, 
U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) 
identified security and human rights 
as critical shared interests between 
the two countries. She commended 
Kazakhstan for its role as the 2010 
chair of the Organisation for Se-
curity and Co-operation in Europe 
and in the NATO Partnership for 
Peace Programme, in addition to 
hosting the P5+1 negotiations with 
Iran over its nuclear programme 
earlier in 2013.

Richard Hoagland, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for South and Central Asia, in his 
remarks spoke about why the U.S.-
Kazakhstan relationship matters for 
both countries. 

“Looking back over the past 
two decades, it is easy to see that 
Kazakhstan has consistently over-
come the challenges it has faced,” 
Hoagland, who had served as 
U.S. Ambassador in Astana, said. 
“But at the moment of independ-
ence, Kazakhstan’s future success 
was not at all predestined. It was a 
landlocked state that had not at all 

been seeking the independence that 
history unexpectedly thrust upon 
it. In the immediate wake of inde-
pendence, Kazakhstan’s national 
leadership made three fundamental 
decisions that have paid off increas-
ingly handsomely: 1) to pursue fun-
damental economic reforms, 2) to 
give up the fourth-largest nuclear 
arsenal in the world, and 3) to give 
highest priority to educating a new 
generation to ensure that Kazakh-
stan would eventually take its right-
ful place on the world stage.”

According to Hoagland, “Ka-
zakhstan’s openness to economic 
partnership with the U.S. has helped 
the country achieve the highest per-
capita foreign investment among 
members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. U.S. interest in 
the Kazakh economy will only in-
crease as Kazakhstan finalizes its 
WTO accession. As Kazakhstan 
continues to develop a sound re-
gime of intellectual property rights, 
introduces WTO and OECD stand-
ards, and ensures the even applica-
tion of laws and regulations, invest-
ment in a broad range of sectors 
outside of energy should grow.”

As an example of U.S.-Ka-
zakhstan ties in nuclear security, 
Hoagland recalled a recent joint 
project which secured hundreds of 
nuclear weapons worth of nuclear 
materials. “In 2010, our two coun-
tries, with the assistance of the Rus-
sian Federation, Ukraine, and the 
United Kingdom, transported high-
ly enriched uranium and plutonium 
from the closed BN-350 nuclear re-
actor in Aktau to a secure long-term 
storage facility. This move insured 
that the fissile material in question 
– sufficient to make hundreds of 
nuclear weapons – could never fall 
into the wrong hands,” he said.

Turning to education and peo-

ple-to-people exchange, Hoagland 
reserved special praise for the Bo-
lashak scholarship programme and 
efforts to reform civil service. 

“We share Kazakhstan’s com-
mitment to develop its human capi-
tal. We are proud to have hosted 
hundreds of Kazakhstani students 
who have since returned to serve 
their country,” the U.S. diplomat 
said. “Of course, it is one thing to 
educate – it is another to ensure 
that an education is put to good use. 
Through its on-going civil service 
reform, Kazakhstan is reducing the 
influence of patronage in its gov-
ernment-appointee system, creating 
a merit-based senior executive ser-
vice whose members have passed a 
rigorous examination process. The 
Civil Service Agency has signed an 
MOU with our own Office of Per-
sonnel Management, and a class 
of new senior civil servants will be 
spending a semester in the United 
States, partly at Duke University 
and partly at OPM’s Federal Ex-
ecutive Institute in Charlottesville. 
Through this and other ventures, 
the U.S. remains committed to con-
tinuing to work with Kazakhstan to 
foster democracy and good govern-
ance.”

The convention also focused on 
the Kazakhstan 2050 Strategy. Dr. 
Kerri-Ann Jones, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for Oceans and 
International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs, noted knowl-
edge sharing in science and tech-
nology as particularly important 
to the strategy. She showcased 
Nazarbayev University’s partner-
ship with leading U.S. higher edu-
cation institutions, including Duke 
University, Carnegie Mellon, the 
University of Pennsylvania, the 
University of Pittsburgh, and the 
University of Wisconsin. She also 

talked about the importance of sci-
ence and technology cooperation 
in meeting the demands of the 21st 
century. 

“Our relationship in science, 
technology and innovation goes 
far beyond the pursuit of knowl-
edge – it is a key component to 
strengthening our overall bilateral 

relationship,” she said. “It brings 
our scientific communities together 
and it links our businesses. Science 
is based on disciplines and values 
that transcend politics, languages, 
cultures, and borders.”

Jones went on to list several spe-
cific results of bilateral collabora-
tion. 

“Kazakh scientists and research-
ers at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture worked together to develop 
an experimental Hepatitis C vac-
cine. Your scientists, working with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency researchers, developed a 
method to purify mercury-contam-
inated water,” she said.

In June 2013, an inaugural joint 
committee meeting under the 2010 
U.S.-Kazakhstan Science and Tech-
nology Agreement took place in 
Astana and identified shared priori-
ties and established three working 
groups in the areas of biomedical 
research, green chemistry, and nat-

ural resources and mineral manage-
ment. In all three directions there 
has been specific progress already, 
the U.S. official noted. 

Additionally, the U.S. National 
Institutes of Health has been work-
ing with Kazakh scientists for 
many years in biodiversity and 
natural products. “Kazakhstan has 
unique plant species with potential 
as anti-cancer drug candidates. … 
NIH is interested in working with 
Kazakhstan to help preserve the 
areas where they grow as “bio-re-
positories.” A bio-repository would 
put Kazakhstan at the forefront of 
drug discovery and preservation of 
unique ecosystems,” Jones said.

Convention speakers also in-
cluded Atlantic Council President 
Fred Kempe, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s Central Asia and Cauca-
sus Institute founding chairman 
Fred Starr, former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defenсe David Sed-
ney, experts from Heritage Foun-
dation, Carnegie Endowment, and 
others. Senator Serik Nugerbekov 
led a Kazakh delegation which fo-
cused on Astana Economic Forum, 
EXPO 2017 and other initiatives. 

FM Idrissov Says Relations with Traditional Partners 
Important, New Regions Come into Focus 

By Rufiya Ospanova

ASTANA – Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Kazakhstan Erlan Id-
rissov reported on the preliminary 
results of the Foreign Ministry’s ac-
tivity in 2013 focusing on relations 
with key international partners, 
trade and investment cooperation, 
the need to develop cooperation 
with new  countries in Latin Ameri-
ca and Africa and other topics at the 
Central Communications Service 
(CCS) briefing on Dec. 19. 

Idrissov began by describing Ka-
zakhstan’s close relationship with 
Russia and highlighted the signing 
of a new Treaty on Good-Neigh-
bourliness and Alliance in the 21st 
Century, between the two countries. 
The agreement reflects all directions 
of Kazakhstan and Russia’s bilateral 
cooperation, not only reaffirming 
current agreements but also noting 
the new challenges and trends of 
the modern world. The agreement 
is currently awaiting ratification in 
Kazakhstan’s Parliament. 

Idrissov commented on the new 
leadership in China. “It is impor-
tant that we established a partner-
ship and trusting dialogue with new 
Chairman Xi Jinping,” he said. “The 
leaders of Kazakhstan and China 
met twice in 2013 – within the Boao 
Forum and during the state visit of 
Xi to Astana, where he made a his-
torical speech and first announced 
China’s foreign policy strategy to-
wards Central Asia. An important 

outcome of the visit was the signing 
of 23 bilateral documents totalling 
more than US$35 billion.” 

According to Idrissov, Kazakh-
stan’s Central Asian foreign policy 
is focused on the most pressing is-
sues of ensuring regional security 
and enhancing economic coopera-
tion among regional states based 
on mutually beneficial and friendly 
relations. 

“In 2013, in Central Asia, we 
carried out four visits at the level 
of heads of state, two visits at the 
level of the prime ministers and 
three visits at the level of the for-
eign minister. We signed 12 bilater-
al documents, including a strategic 
partnership agreement with Uzbeki-
stan, sectoral agreements, coop-
eration programmes and joint state-
ments with Central Asian states,” 
Idrissov explained. 

He also noted the continuation 

of the strategic partnership with the 
U.S. based on the institutionalisa-
tion of bilateral cooperation, which 
aims to systematise the relation-
ship between the two countries. In 
July 2013 in Astana, a new mecha-
nism of cooperation with the U.S., 
the Commission on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation, was 
launched. He called the agreement 
on the issuing of five-year visas for 
citizens of Kazakhstan and the U.S. 
one of the important results of the 
year.

Regarding the EU, Idrissov said, 
“We continue to work on the con-
clusion of the partnership and co-
operation agreement with the EU. 
In addition to innovation and tech-
nology partnerships, one of the im-
portant directions of the agreement 
will be the consistent work we are 
conducting on visa regime liberali-
sation.”

The foreign minister also noted 
that the dynamic growth of political 
and economic development in Asia 
requires the expansion of bilateral 
and multilateral relations with the 
Asia-Pacific region. Based on that, 
efforts are focused on the maximum 
use of trade, economic and invest-
ment technological cooperation po-
tential with Asia and the Pacific and 
expanding the Kazakh presence in 
the region by identifying new mar-
kets for Kazakh exports and agricul-
ture. With such developed countries 
as Japan, South Korea and Singa-
pore, cooperation is focused on the 
exchange of the latest technologies, 
the import and introduction of en-
ergy- and water-saving technologies 
and personnel training. 

“We intend to continue to actively 
involve the constructive potential of 
regional dialogue mechanisms such 
as Central Asia-Japan and Central 
Asia-South Korea. In general, the 
expansion of cooperation with the 
Asia-Pacific region will be one 
of the key priorities of the foreign 
ministry in 2014. Evidence of in-
creased interest in the region was 
the opening of a Kazakh embassy 
in Vietnam and the transformation 
of the Kazakh diplomatic mission in 
Thailand into an embassy.

The minister also described two 
new directions for Kazakhstan’s 
foreign policy: Africa and Latin 
America. Two weeks earlier, Presi-
dent Nazarbayev signed a decree on 
opening an embassy in South Af-

rica. One will be opened in Ethiopia 
next year. 

For Kazakhstan, as described 
in the state-of-the-nation address 
and the Kazakhstan 2050 Strategy, 
one of the most important foreign 
policy priorities is the development 
of economic diplomacy, which in-
cludes several tasks, in particular the 
promotion of foreign investment in 
the production sector and the prior-
ity areas of Kazakhstan’s economy. 
Currently, Kazakhstan is one of the 
leaders in terms of foreign capital in-
vested in the economy. From 2005 to 
the first half of 2013, Kazakhstan at-
tracted US$173 billion in foreign di-
rect investment, more than US$100 
billion of which has come in the last 
five years. In other words, even dur-
ing the global financial crisis, Ka-
zakhstan’s investment climate and 
the macroeconomic situation in the 
country remained stable. 

In the context of regional and glob-
al security, the foreign ministry paid 
special attention to Iran’s nuclear 
programme and the situation in Af-
ghanistan. “In 2013, we hosted two 
rounds of international negotiations 
on Iran’s nuclear programme in Al-
maty, during which the participants 
laid the basis for subsequent meet-
ings in Geneva and the signing of a 
joint action plan between the P5+1 
countries and Iran,” Idrissov said.

Nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation issues have become 
part of the agenda of Kazakhstan’s 
political activities. Seeking to push 

this process on a global scale, Ka-
zakhstan made a specific proposal 
for the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration on a Nuclear Weapons-
Free World, which could become an 
important step toward the adoption 
of a Convention on the Prohibition 
and Elimination of Nuclear Weap-
ons. Kazakhstan’s international 
ATOM Project, aimed at taking deci-
sive action on a final and irrevocable 
nuclear test ban, is getting increas-
ing support in the world. This year, 
the Foreign Ministry held more than 
50 events to promote the ATOM 
Project abroad, including events in 
cooperation with the Parliament of 
Kazakhstan and major international 
organisations such as the UN, the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty Organisation (CTBTO), the 
CIS Interparliamentary Assembly 
and others. So far, the ATOM Pro-
ject’s online petition has been signed 
by more than 70,000 people from 
100 countries, and the number of 
signatures is steadily growing. 

In accordance with modern re-
quirements for improving the safety 
of travel documents, Kazakhstan 
began including biometric data and 
enhanced protection measures on 
diplomatic and service passports is-
sued from Sept. 1 of this year. 

At the briefing, hosted by CCS 
official spokesperson Altay Abibul-
layev, Idrissov also shared some in-
teresting statistics.  

According to Idrissov, currently, 
there are 67 embassies and foreign 
missions in Kazakhstan, as well as 
offices of 22 international organi-
sations and 17 general consulates. 
Kazakhstan, in turn, maintains, 82 
posts abroad, including 54 embas-
sies, five permanent representative 
offices, three diplomatic missions, 
and 10 general consulates.
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Sports

Kazakhstan’s Women’s Rugby Team 
Wins International Tournament in 
Dubai

Culture

National Youth Arts Contest Held 
in Almaty

People

Preventive Medicine Is Key to 
Healthcare in Kazakhstan, Says 
Professor of Medicine

Astana Opera House
December 25 at 19.30	 Christmas music concert
December 27, 28, 30 at 19.00   Romeo and Juliet Ballet

Sport Palace Kazakhstan
December 26 at 19.00 	 KHL regular Championship 	
	 Game Barys vs Admiral	
December 28 at 17.00 	 KHL regular Championship
	 Game Barys vs Amur

Keruen Shopping mall
December 10-26	 World Press Photo 2013 exhibition 
	 dedicated to Human Rights Day

Palace of Independence
December 20–February 	 “Napoleon Bonaparte: 
23 at 10.00	 the life, the legend” exhibition

Tilep Kobyz Saray 

December 25 at 19.00	 Kazakh folk ensemble Kok Tyrekter 	
	 concert

Astana Mall
December 31 at 22.00 	 2014 New Year Party

Things to Watch 
December

Maxim Akbarov: Aliens Had 
Nothing to Do With Our Movie

By Jan Furst

ASTANA – The spirited Kazakh 
comedy “Aliens Have Nothing to 
Do With This” opened across the 
country on Dec. 5. Maxim Ak-
barov, one of the film’s stars, spoke 
to The Astana Times about the film 
and his plans for the future in an 
exclusive interview.

The 28-year-old Akbarov is well 
known to Kazakh audiences from 
his starring role as the spoiled 
Loko in the 2010 KazakhFilm Stu-
dio’s blockbuster, “The Tale of The 
Pink Bunny.” 

“Now, I’m working in the film 
industry,” Akbarov said. “I have 
been working for the past three 
years as a public relations direc-
tor for KazakhFilm Studio. Beside 
that, I star in movies; acting for 
me is more of a hobby. I also write 
scenarios for films that I would like 
to direct in the near future. I try to 
grow in different areas. I want to 
launch a new business next year.”

Akbarov studied for six months 
in Los Angeles, but focused on 
directing, not acting. He plans to 
launch an acting school next year 
that would facilitate study trips by 
Kazakh actors to American act-
ing schools in Hollywood. “I have 
three favourite cities: Almaty, Los 
Angeles and Astana,” Akbarov 
said. 

“Aliens …” has received mixed 
reviews so far. Akbarov himself says 
he wasn’t thrilled about his role or 
the script at first, but that he decided 
to take part in the film – and shoot 
in Astana in -47 C temperatures – 

because he believed in his friend 
and colleague, acclaimed director 
of “The Tale of the Pink Bunny” 
Farkhad Sharipov. “Aliens ...” was 
shot on a small budget by a private 
studio and a group of producers who 
decided to make the film at their own 
expense.   

“I depict an 18-year-old man 
living in Astana, selling cell 
phones, who tries to open up his 
own business but just doesn’t 
have the money to make it,” Ak-

barov explained. “His father is a 
driver; his mother wants him to 
succeed. He reaches a breaking 
point, steals his father’s car, steals 
some money and finds himself on 
the loose in Astana, facing chal-
lenges and different types of situa-
tions. But this was one story: there 
are four stories in the movie that 
crisscross at one point.” 

“This film tells a story about 
problems among young people, 
state bodies and state procurement 

programmes. When people ask me 
what the movie is about, what al-
iens have to do with it, I answer 
‘Aliens had nothing to do with the 
film and the film is about noth-
ing,’” he said, smiling.

“Unfortunately, about 80 per-
cent of people who have watched 
it don’t understand what it was 
about. It is not about something 
specific, but everyone can find 
something that appeals to him or 
her,” he said. 

Continued on Page B3

UNDP Project 
Supports Rural 
Business in Eastern 
Kazakhstan

By Rufiya Ospanova

ASTANA – A United Nations 
Development Programme’s “Wid-
er Europe: Aid for Trade for Cen-
tral Asia, South Caucasus and the 
Western CIS” project funded by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Finland supports small and medi-
um-sized businesses in the region 
as a way to support human devel-
opment. The project, which be-
gan in October 2009 and will end 
at the end of 2013, worked both 
regionally and individually with 
eleven countries in the Western 
region of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (Belarus, Mol-
dova and Ukraine) the South Cau-
casus (Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia) and Central Asia (Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). 
Shynar Imambekova, manager 
of the project in Semey, told The 
Astana Times about the project’s 
step-by-step implementation as 
well as the organisers' goals and 
plans. 

What were the different phases 
of the project? 

First of all, we conducted research. 
Our management from the Brati-
slava regional centre came to the 
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and met potential 
partners in the project. After that, we 
elaborated the work plans, including 
all the measures they wanted to have 
implemented in the East Kazakhstan 
region, which is the pilot site for 
such initiatives. In the first phase, 
they focused on women’s entrepre-
neurship and women’s initiatives, 
including workshops and consulta-
tions, which covered the training 
measures. 

We also implemented microcred-
it programmes in the first phase 
through local microcredit organisa-
tion Bereke in Semey. [Bereke was 
founded in 2007 with UNDP sup-
port, but is now an independent or-
ganisation, working without UNDP 
assistance.] 

What did you do in the different 
phases of the project?

We supported agricultural pro-
ducers within the first phase. We 
did not limit ourselves to Semey, 
but worked in the whole region. We 
held various workshops and many 
partners of the Customs Union 
participated in the workshops and 
talked about launching businesses. 
Those workshops were both for 
new entrepreneurs and existing 
companies. The first phase was im-
plemented from 2009 to January-
February 2011. 

In the second phase we decided to 
strengthen our trainings. We decid-
ed to focus on the sustainability of 
our measures. In the second phase, 
from May 2011 to now, we created a 
network of 13 business consultants, 
one in each district of the region. 
… We increased the capacity of 
the local population, we employed 
specialists from the districts, people 
who can start working with akimats 
(city or regional administrations), 
because our national partners are 
the regional akimat, the akimats of 
Semey and Ust-Kamenogorsk and 
the akimats of districts and rural 
districts. Without their support, we 
cannot come to a district and say 
that we need something. We should 
cooperate with them. 

How did you choose specialists?
The specialists were chosen 

from among the employed and 
unemployed populations, exclud-
ing civil servants. We looked for 
experienced people who could 
work with the population and ren-
der consulting services for rural 
populations on a permanent ba-
sis, writing business plans, help-
ing with taxation and accounting 
issues and others. Of course, we 
trained them as well. We held 
trainings and workshops for them 
to get to know the basics and do 
further work. Of course, the aki-
mats also helped us. The akimat 
provided us with an office and of-
fice equipment. 

Continued on Page B4

Business Friendly Government Helps 
Grow South Kazakhstan, 
says Regional Deputy Governor 

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – South Kazakhstan is 
attracting investment, implement-
ing industrialisation and creating 
new jobs for its citizens thanks 
to a thoughtful, business-friendly 
oblast government – and a per-
sonal touch – says Deputy Akim 
(Governor) Saparbek Tuyakbayev.

South Kazakhstan’s economy 
has doubled over the past five 
years, Tuyakbayev said in an ex-
clusive interview, and the share of 
industry has grown from 15 per-
cent to 24.5 percent. They’ll end 
this year having launched 100 In-
dustrialisation Map projects, creat-
ing more than 10,000 new jobs. 

South Kazakhstan is one of the 
leaders among the oblasts [prov-
inces] in implementing industriali-
sation projects, which Tuyakbayev 

attributes to the joint efforts of the 
akimat [local government] and the 
region’s entrepreneurs. 

The akimat can’t directly fund 
business, but it can spend money 
on road shows, investment forums 
and setting up centres to support 
entrepreneurs, Tuyakbayev said.

The centre, a one-stop-shop for 
investors and entrepreneurs large 
and small, has been a key force 
in creating business, Tuyakbayev, 
who is 34 and who was educated at 
the Middle East Technical Univer-
sity in Ankara and at the University 
of Toronto, said. “The principle 
was that we tried to look from the 
point of view of business. No mat-
ter whether it’s government, pri-
vate—what does business need?” 

The key needs of business, it 
seems, are information, an effi-
cient permissions process, access 

to financing and a bit of personal 
attention. 

“Many investors don’t know 
where to get government support 
– subsidies, land, other support,” 
Tuyakbayev said. “There are lots of 
programmes, but many people don’t 
even know their names, let alone 
their conditions. So we’ve concen-
trated all that information at this 
centre. … Consultants at the centre 
help investors see what kind of gov-
ernment support is suitable for their 
projects. And when they decide, they 
don’t have to go somewhere else. ... 
They can be connected with [these 
programmes] through the centre.” 

Then comes the often long pro-
cess of getting permissions. All per-
missions documents are available at 
the centre, Tuyakbayev said, adding 
that they have halved the adminis-
trative time necessary to set up a 

project. Construction projects, for 
example, are some of the most time-
consuming, taking 160 days on pa-
per but in reality often much longer. 
“We’ve made it 30 days,” Tuyak-
bayev said. “Thirty days, plus the 
time for preparing the project. That 
depends on the investor – the faster 
he prepares the project, the faster he 
gets permission. … This increases 
the attractiveness of the region.”  

The centre also houses repre-
sentatives from the region’s pri-
vate banks, as well as government 
financial institutions, Tuyakbayev 
said, and investors can compare 
their options, present their pro-
jects and gather information from 
whichever they choose. “It’s a 
concentration of all the resources,” 
Tuyakbayev said, “not just govern-
ment resources.”

Continued on Page B4

Artist Enjoys Opportunity to Open 
New Gazeef Art Hall

By Natalya Valuiskaya

ALMATY – The cultural life of 
the city has been enhanced by the 
opening of a new gallery at the 
Gazeeff Art Hall. The exhibition 
displays the work of Kazakh artist 
Vyacheslav Lyui-Ko.

Slightly dimmed light and the 
soft reflection of mirror-polished 
slabs and the contrasting lights and 
shadows give a clear one-on-one 
feeling with the thoughts and pas-
sions of the artist. Visitors sit on 
a sterile white sofa and immerse 
themselves in contemplation.

It is symbolic that the organis-
ers called the first exhibition “The 
Island.”The gallery causes creative 

energies to boil. Art critic Tatyana 
Martysheva said that the art exhibit 
is anon-profit project that puts on 
literary evenings holds lecture se-
ries and themed exhibitions for 
outstanding artists from Kazakh-
stan and that it presents albums, 
catalogues, calendars, as well as 
poetry books. 

The gallery’s unique collection 
consists of paintings and drawings 
of Kazakh fine art from the19th 
and 20th centuries. It is intended 
not only to pique the senses, but 
also to teach the viewer to distin-
guish professional art from surro-
gate works and promote the cul-
tural life of the city. 

Continued on Page B3
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Astana Opera’s Orchestra 
Has Great Potential, 
Notes Director 

By Rufiya Ospanova

Director Vladimir Kirajiyev of 
Bulgaria, who works in Austria, 
visited Astana Opera to see the 
largest theatre in Central Asia, 
built in just three years. He spoke 
with The Astana Times about his 
impressions.

How did you decide to be a di-
rector?

In my family we had no musi-
cians. My father was an engineer, 
my mother a teacher. When I was 
six, I began to play the piano and 
then was part of pop groups. I 
took lessons in harmony, pitch and 
sight singing, and suddenly I got 
a chance to try conducting, which 
happened to suit me. 

To learn how to conduct does not 
mean that you will become a director, 
however. At first I was a choirmas-
ter; everyone in Bulgaria starts with 
this. Then I tried with an orchestra, 
worked in an opera house and started 
immediately on performances, but it 
was not easy. Later, I moved to mod-
ern music: I was invited to an orches-
tra that played only modern music. I 
learned how to conduct 15 years later. 

When you are a pianist or violin-
ist, you can practice on your instru-
ment. When you’re a conductor, no 
one lets you practice with their or-
chestra. I learned how to manage it 
over a long time; it is a long process.

You have been a guest direc-
tor in many leading theatres; you 
know firsthand what internation-
al orchestras are like. Having had 
an opportunity to get acquainted 
with Astana Opera’s orchestra, 
what do you think of it?

This orchestra has great poten-
tial. Take the international orches-
tras that have worked for many 
years: the average age of people 
there is 50-60 years old. Astana 
Opera’s orchestra’s average age 
is 25-30 years old. The potential 

that these guys have is rare: after 
two or three rehearsals, they can 
learn anything. This orchestra has 
a great future. Some Western or-
chestras have a great past, a good 
present, but there is no future.

Do you have your own indi-
vidual methods of working with 
orchestras?

I would say I have different meth-
ods for different countries. In East-
ern orchestras they perceive you 
differently. Here, they show respect 
to you as a teacher. In the West, 
everything is different: people per-
ceive you as a professional, they 
are silent when you enter, when you 
say something, they might respond 
or not. When I work with local or-
chestras, I see that they are trying to 
understand and immediately do, and 
every day they are better and better. 
In the West, it is better not to talk; 
showing with your hands is best. 
You don’t know whether they will 
respond or not, so it is better not to 
talk. Regarding Astana Opera’s or-
chestra, I must say, these guys did 
some things they should do.

Should the director be the ra-
tional head or should he provide 
the orchestra with enthusiasm?

The director a priori must have 
authority, but certainly he should 
inspire, because nothing can be 
done without motivation. Each 
team has its own energy. The di-
rector, as the motor, should move 
the orchestra to give emotion.

Don’t you feel exhausted after 
rehearsals of emotional works?

This is absolutely true. Of course 
it takes a lot of energy; when I go 
to sleep and wake up around three 
in the morning, I feel exhausted. 
During rehearsals you can control 
the emotion, but still you should 
be energising everyone.

Where does your energy and in-
spiration come from?

Inspiration comes from work, from 
meeting musicians, from new orches-
tras. Each new piece of music that is 
worked out gives me new enthusiasm. 
I’m at an age when much has hap-
pened already. I want to repeat works 
already done, but in another way, us-
ing a different experience, with other 
ideas and other concepts, in order to 
create a new artistic experience. Inspi-
ration comes from being able to recre-
ate pieces in a different way.

What else would you like to do, 
in addition to being a director?

We directors keep in mind two 
points: one emotional, the other ra-
tional. To be a good director, you 
need to find a happy medium. If 
you’re seized with emotion, there is 
no control over the orchestra; if you 
follow only rationality, everything 
turns cold and dull. I teach a lot, I 
work in the Academy of Music in 
Vienna with young directors, do new 
versions of works. Those are activi-
ties outside of directing, but I still be-
lieve that it is karma to be a director, 
you cannot refuse it easily.

Is this your first time in Ka-
zakhstan?

Yes, and I feel very comfortable 
here. I loved Astana Opera—it is 
chic, with wonderful acoustics. I 
did not expect that somewhere in 
the East there would be such a new 
city, where every street is 50 metres 
wide and it’s 200 metres from one 
building to the next. I thought I was 
in Tokyo or Dubai. I thought I had 
wandered into a fairy tale.

Preventive Medicine Is Key to Healthcare in Kazakhstan, 
Says Professor of Medicine

By Altair Nurmakhanov

In his 2012 state-of-the-nation 
address, President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev identified the develop-
ment of preventive medicine as a 
key priority that “should become a 
major tool in preventing disease.” 
President of the Kazakh Academy 
of Preventive Medicine Almaz 
Sharman spoke to The Astana 
Times about the value of preven-
tive medicine. 

How would you describe the 
main components of quality of 
life and what is the role of health 
in it?

We all want to be healthy, physi-
cally strong, enthusiastic and 
smart; to look attractive and young 
and to have peace of mind. In 
other words, we all would like to 
enjoy good quality of life. In many 
ways this can be achieved through 
healthy behaviour, in-person com-
munication, spiritual enrichment 
and respect for the environment.

In today’s world, quality of life 
has become a key priority. It is a 
broad concept defined by mental 
and physical well-being, the main 
criterion of which is health.

We began to realise that it is quite 
possible to manage our own health 
by adhering to healthy behaviour, 
ensuring early detection of signs of 
diseases and using modern medi-
cal technologies to treat them. By 
following these rules, people can 
prevent many diseases and, there-
fore, enjoy long and active life.

What in your opinion should be 
the role of the state in providing 
health services?

Health care in Russian is zdra-
vookhranenie, which can liter-
ally be translated as protection of 

health. It primarily mean meas-
ures aimed at disease prevention. 
In most countries of the world, 
the governments take responsi-
bility for that. Health protection 
is fundamentally different from 
medicine in a sense of intellectual 
and creative work, a craft and a 
complex profession dedicated to 
treatment of diseases. It’s a craft 
because treatment of most diseases 
can be standardized. It’s creative 
because each patient is unique and 
requires an individual approach 
with unlimited opportunities for 
technological innovations.

The governments are able to 
effectively mobilize human and 
material resources to prevent epi-
demics, ensure health and food 
security and to promote healthy 
behaviour. However, the govern-
ments are rarely successful in 
dealing with functions that require 
professionalism and individual 
creativity, which is a characteris-
tic of patient care and treatment of 
diseases. This is especially true at 
a time when medicine is becoming 
more technological.

A sanitary inspector, for in-
stance, can prevent food poison-
ing, but he cannot create delicious 
and healthy food. The same is with 
a health care officials who is able 
to effectively monitor compliance 

with safety standards. However, 
government bureaucrats interven-
ing with professional work per-
formed by doctors and the creative 
process in patient care may turn 
out to be counterproductive. Physi-
cians are primarily responsible for 
the professional execution of their 
duties. Their performance should 
be judged by their peers and their 
patients. The level of financial 
compensation and demand, as in 
any labour market, should be de-
termined by consumers of medical 
care.

In your opinion, what are the 
main parameters to be achieved 
in the national health care?

Current trends in health care can 
be characterized by a shift from 
disease-centric paradigm to a new 
paradigm that focuses on disease 
prevention and health promotion.

This can be achieved through 
strengthening primary health 
care that deserves priority fund-
ing. Unfortunately, while such 
priority is often declared it has 
rarely been effectively executed. 
Modern primary health care is not 
just sanitation and the work of 
doctor’s assistants. The primary 
health care is a gateway that is 
supposed to be central in com-
municating with the other parts 
of the healthcare system. Primary 
care doctors are the ones who 
protect consumers from getting 
ill and help them navigate in the 
ocean of medical knowledge. For 
a layman, a non-medical person it 
is difficult to distinguish a good 
medical practice from incompe-
tence and ignorance. In such en-
vironment, primary care is a bot-
tleneck or a gateway that helps 
to identify islands of competence 
and to communicate with the 

other parts of healthcare system. 
Such a role requires that a pri-
mary care doctor is an efficient, 
engaged, well-educated and em-
powered expert. 

International experience dem-
onstrates that hospital admissions 
may be reduced by 40 percent and 
health care costs by 30 percent if a 
country’s primary health care sys-
tem is strong. Around 70 to 80 per-
cent of health care episodes in an 
individual’s life can be identified 
by general practitioners equipped 
with basic instruments.

It is important to strengthen the 
role of primary care physicians 
by providing them with in-depth 
knowledge and modern technolo-
gies. Internet, social networks, 
portable echocardiography, medi-
cal applications for smart phones 
and other modern devices make 
medical technology available not 
only to doctors, but also to ordi-
nary consumers of healthcare.

Close interaction, continuity 
and cohesiveness in health care 
can be provided by a relatively 
small group of managers through 
an effective and dynamic admin-
istration system. I believe it is 
necessary to provide doctors and 
practitioners with key levers of ad-
ministrative and financial manage-
ment and unlimited opportunities 
to innovate freely and to introduce 
modern methods for disease pre-
vention, diagnosis and treatment 
according to the principles of ev-
idence-based medicine.

Finally, a key condition is the 
joint responsibility of citizens. 
According to the World Health 
Organisation, about 40 percent of 
Kazakhstan’s health care expendi-
tures come from private sources. 
This means that citizens today 
are actively investing in their own 

health. It is important to mobilize 
and rationalize the resources of 
private medicine in order to create 
an effective and harmonized health 
care system based to professional 
motivation for the interests of pa-
tients.

What do you think about public 
versus private medicine?

I think we should not demonize 
the right to pay for one’s own 
health, and physicians’ right to 
be properly compensated for their 
hard work.

In the eighteenth century B.C., 
Hammurabi’s code instructed that 
a surgeon be paid ten shekels of 
silver every time he performed a 
procedure for a patrician—open-
ing an abscess or treating a cata-
ract with his bronze lancet. 

What is called the govern-
ment guaranteed health care ben-
efit package which is perceived 
as “free healthcare” has a spe-
cific source of funding – the state 
budget, which is made of taxpay-
ers’ money. The question is what 
portion of healthcare expenditures 
should be guaranteed by the gov-
ernment? Very often unlimited 
expansion of guaranteed benefit 
package is not affordable to the 
public healthcare system. In addi-
tion, the public funded model in its 
essence is a monopoly with inten-
tion of controlling the taxpayers’ 
money in providing healthcare ser-
vices. And monopolies, as we all 
know, tend to suppress innovation 
and raise prices.

Kazakhstan’s Constitution does 
not preclude public funding of pri-
vate healthcare organizations. Mo-
bilizing such resources has great 
potential in motivating healthcare 
workers, introducing innovations 
and providing quality medicine.

Patient care, like any other 
complex intellectual and creative 
work, deserved being well reward-
ed morally and financially. 

What about the ideals of altru-
ism and self-sacrifice of doctors?

The word “altruism” came from 
Latin and is literally translated as 
“other people.” It was introduced 
by Auguste Comte, a French phi-
losopher, who believed that indi-
viduals had a moral obligation to 
renounce self-interest and live for 
others. Frankly, I do not agree with 
this concept. I prefer the term of 
professional altruism which im-
plies an opportunity for profes-
sional self-enrichment through 
servicing the others. 

This concept is reflected in many 
cultures. In Hebrew, one says tik-
kun olam, a sort of taking the 
world in for repairs. In Hindi, they 
say paropakari sewa which is not 
selfless service but includes benefit 
for the one who gives. Regardless, 
what matters is that you own your 
own motives completely.

It is unreasonable to be altruis-
tic by rejecting the fundamental 
principles of existence, the desire 
for personal success and happi-
ness. A doctor is not able to fully 
take care of patients without car-
ing for himself. The success of his 
or her service always involves a 
critical condition: satisfaction of 
internal needs in well-being, bal-
ance and harmony. Only through 
understanding what those internal 
needs are one can rationalize the 
conditions for their realization and 
dedicate himself to professional 
services. To be a truly moral hu-
man being one must act upon one’s 
own rational self-interests.
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Artist Brings Kazakh Felt to 
Modern Objects

By Lyubov Dobrota  

SHYMKENT – Zhupar Beise-
nova, a teacher at the Kasteyev 
College of Art in Shymkent, has 
expanded the possibilities of felt 
in making souvenirs and func-
tional items that can still make a 
statement. Necklaces and earrings, 
bracelets and bags, slippers and 
umbrellas, scarves and cases for 
mobile phones, all made from felt, 
bring the material’s unique colour, 
texture and warmth to humdrum 
objects.

A special place in her collection 
belongs to apples, one of the im-
ages of Kazakhstan. Her ruddy-
yellow fruits look like the famous 
Almaty Aport, and at first glance, 
it’s hard to tell that they’ve been 
made from felt. 

Beisenova grew up in an artis-
tic family. Her father, Amangeldy 
Tursunov, is a famous painter. 
Beisenova, who received intro-
ductory lessons from her grand-
mother, has been working with 
felt since her childhood. Her first 
pictures and tapestries were made 

with traditional hot felting tech-
niques, but she now uses more 
modern, cold methods to process 
her materials. 

Beisenova has created UNE-
SCO-certified artwork. Her wool-
len cushions, melons and curtains 

of felt became famous through her 
participation in the Sheber inter-
national craftsmen’s competition. 
The reward for her victory in that 
competition of masters was the 
chance to participate in a crafts 
festival in Malaysia.

Continued from Page B1

“Many friends of mine from 
different walks of life called me 
and said they liked certain mo-
ments, different moments from 
the film. It is an ironic comedy 
that could have been a miniseries; 
we could have filmed so much 
more. The first director’s cut ran 
two hours, 20 minutes. 

The second cut came to one 
hour, 55 minutes. I think it is too 
long for a film. In any case, it is 
filmed now, it had been released 

and it has gotten some good re-
views and some bad ones. Some 
say it was positive, some say it’s 
a heavy load, with so many life 
problems. … I would describe 
this film as a film with mixed 
emotions,” he said.

“I would like to express my ap-
preciation to one man who has 
sort of helped evolve Kazakh-
stan’s cinema industry today, a 
man who believed in the younger 
generation: Yermek Amanshayev, 
the director of the KazakhFilm 
Studio,” Akbarov said. 

“Until recently, young hopefuls 
and professionals starting out in 
this industry were not even al-
lowed to touch the cameras,” Ak-
barov explained. “This man said 
that we need to promote the youth 
because they’re our future. Of 
course, we respect our older gen-
eration of filmmakers, certainly, 
but why should young men study 
to become filmmakers and actors 
if they are not to be entrusted with 
any responsibility? He continues 
to believe in youth and continues 
to promote younger actors.”

National Youth Arts 
Contest Held in Almaty 

By Marina Mikhailova

ALMATY – The Ninth National 
Youth Delphic Games were held 
in Almaty under the motto “Keep-
ing Tradition.” This year, more 
than 500 talented children from 14 
regions of the county, as well as 
Astana and Almaty came together 
for this high profile art forum. 

The contest opened at the Ka-
zakhstan State Circus with a bright 
theatrical performance about the 
history of the contest. The show 
was designed by the artists of the 
Abai State Academic Theatre of 
Opera and Ballet, the Kazakhstan 
state circus and the orchestra of 
military unit No. 5571 of the Ka-
zakhstan Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs. Young singer, Ali Okapov 
performed a song that he wrote 
specifically for the contest. 

The history of Delphic Games, 
which initially was called the Py-
thian Games, is rooted in antiquity. 
These great ancient Greek compe-
titions were held in the city of Del-
phi to glorify the god Apollo, who 
according to mythology, defeated 
the dragon Python. 

This ancient tradition has sur-
vived to this day. In 2000, the first 
World Delphic Games of modern 
times were held and included 27 
countries. Since 2002, the Youth 
Delphic Games have been held 
annually in one of the states of 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States. They have become an 
international movement of crea-
tive artistic thought and a high cul-
tural forum promoting the ideals 
of goodness and creativity. This is 
the only competition in the world 
which combines all types of art.

The first national Youth Delphic 
Games of Kazakhstan were held 
in 2005 in Astana. Then, the baton 
of the contest, which has become 
their halmark, was taken through 
the cities of Ust-Kamenogorsk, 

Shymkent, Taraz, Karaganda and 
Atyrau. Promoting the develop-
ment of the Delphic Movement, 
these events support talented 
young people, contribute to the 
preservation and enhancement of 
the cultural heritage of Kazakh-
stan and promote tolerance and 
learning about other cultures in the 
young. The number of participants 
is increasing every year, which 
confirms that Kazakhstan is rich 
in talented young people and that 
they are interested in developing 
their creative potential. All con-
testants have won regional quali-
fying competitions.

At the 9th National Delphic 
Games, these young, talented peo-
ple competed in 16 areas: photo-
tography, folk instruments, folk 
arts and crafts, accordion, fine arts, 
piano, academic singing, violin, 
TV journalism, saxophone, DJing, 
pop singing, modern dance, folk 
dance and web design.

The contest was divided into two 
age groups – 15 years and younger 
and from 16 to 21 years.

“This year, we focused on clas-
sical genres, primarily on folk in-
struments and folk crafts, because 
these most recent Delphic Games 
were held under the aegis of Keep-
ing Tradition. The new category – 
DJing – as a new genre of contem-
porary art will reflect our aegis on 
one hand and on the other, is a new 
contest tradition,” executive direc-
tor of the National Delphi Com-
mittee Sazhida Saytbaeva said.

Requirements for participants 
of these contests are very high 
and are not any less stringent than 
those of other world competitions. 
The jury is also highly qualified: 
they are mainly honoured art-
ists. The skills and talents of par-
ticipants of the ninth contest were 
evaluated by USSR People’s Art-
ist Bibigul Tulegenova, People’s 
Artist of Kazakhstan Yeskendir 

Khasangaliyev, Honoured Artist 
of Kazakhstan Anatoly Gaisin and 
other well-known figures of art 
and culture. 

The gifted young people im-
pressed the jury with their abilities. 
The participants of the academic 
singing contest demonstrated good 
vocal training and very high poten-
tial. 

“We are very happy that there 
are so many talented people in this 
area able to represent our country,” 
Tulegenova, the chairman of the 
academic singing jury said. Fine 
arts and folk crafts had the greatest 
number of participants.

The most exciting moment of 
the contest was the announcement 
of the winners. Almaty was the 
first in the number of awards - 20 
medals, including 7 gold medals. 
In second place was the Akmola 
region with 11 medals, including 
4 gold medals. Third place was 
taken by contestants from the capi-
tal who won 3 gold, 8 silver and 5 
bronze medals.

Among the holders of gold med-
als is the Pirouette dance troupe 
from the East Kazakhstan region, 
the Shabyt ensemble from Astana, 
the Neposedy dance group and 
other participants.

The winners will represent Ka-
zakhstan at the International Del-
phic Games, which in 2014, will 
be held in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan). 
Kazakhstan’s national team was 
invited to participate in the first 
European Open Youth Delphic 
Games to be held in early May 
2014 in Russia as part of the Del-
phic Volgograd - 2014 cultural 
project.

The National Delphic Move-
ment is supported by the Kazakh-
stan Ministry of Education and 
Science, the general sponsor of the 
contest is the Samruk-Kazyna Na-
tional Welfare Fund.

Maxim Akbarov: Aliens 
Had Nothing to Do With 
Our Movie

Continued from Page B1

Visitors will see the creative 
works of the founders of the Ka-
zakh visual arts: Aubakir Ismailov 
and Sergey Kalmikov, our con-
temporaries: Yevgeny Sidorkin, 
Gulfairus Ismailova, Aisha Gal-
imbayeva, Zhanatay Shardenov, 
Kenzhebay Duissenbayev, Saken 
Bektiyarov, Nicholay Gazeyeva 
and Gani Bayanov. 

The collection of paintings and 
drawings was gathered by famous 
collector, Serik Ustabekov. He 
also writes poetry for Lyui-Ko’s 
illustrations. The collector chooses 
paintings based on creative intui-
tion and preferences. This is seen 
in the current retrospective exhibi-
tion.

Landscape and fantastic abstract 
compositions, unprecedented jour-
neys, ritual dances and knightly 
battles, portraits of sailors and 
fishermen – all of these represent 
the artist’s various perceptions of 
the world. You will not see banal 
themes and subjects here and the 

audience is invited to co-create and 
participate in the event. Conveni-
ently sitting on the white sofa, wait-
ing for guests, the author told about 
the secret subtext of the Island.

“You can connect everything 
here: independently collected 
art and the person who owns it. I 
would describe the exhibition as 
a small excursion into the past. 
Many things were written in the 
last century before other things 
were stored in personal collec-
tions,” he said.

“I cannot create impressionist 
works with complex colours, I am 
far from being an impressionist,” 
he added.

What is the exhibition? Is it a 
tribute to fashion? 

Not at all. Otherwise, I would 
be engaged in contemporary art, 
but I’m conservative. Contempo-
rary artists do installations and 
stuff like that. Let them do that. 
Classical artists are raised on dif-
ferent values and they do not defy 
them.

Are you by nature an open per-
son?

I am in a narrow circle. I’m like 
everyone, something is always 
missing. Trips help me pass the 
time and inspire my paintings.

What is the incentive behind 
life and creativity?

Creativity is a way of life. It is 
most important that one’s family 
life is good. My audience consists 
of intellectuals, readers, the inquisi-
tive and those interested in some-
thing more than just making money. 
At Abay Kazakh Pedagogic Insti-
tute, where I studied, I met people 
enthusiastic about their craft. I “en-
tered the stream” and worked hard. 
I cannot stop. We were mainly self-
educated and I consider those who 
introduced me to classical paint-
ings to be my teachers. I read lots 
of books and saw many works. The 
Renaissance is close to me – es-
pecially the Flemish and German 
contributions. Still, I’m still discov-
ering immutable truths, portraying 
them as symbols and images on 
canvas. The story behind a painting 
is hidden. It is not about impres-
sionism, nor about the fact that it 
only captures one fleeting moment 
in time. You know the Bible’s Tow-
er of Babel, to make assumptions is 
the right of every viewer and is an 
almost never-ending process.

What is your island?
My island is what the viewer 

sees in my pictures. My island 
broke off from the rest of the world 
and if to exclude television, in-
cludes my city, my family, friends, 
house and where we spend time to-
gether frying kebabs. Life is dear 
to everyone.

Artist Enjoys Opportunity to 
Open New Gazeef Art Hall

Gifted young people who participated in the Delphic Games impressed the jury with their abilities and their high potential.

One of the film’s stars, Maxim Akbarov, shown here with singer Dilnaz Akhmadiyeva, described the film as one with 
mixed emotions.
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The centre has been open for just 
over a year and has accepted more 
than 20,000 entrepreneurs who 
have been able to have their needs 
met 95 percent of the time, Tuyak-
bayev said, adding that nearly 
US$227 million has come through 
the centre as financing. 

To help smooth processes for 
bigger investors, the oblast has 
also set up an industrial zone in 
Shymkent, where factories can 
be dropped in and connected to 
all utilities and communications 
through one company in a process 
that Tuyakbayev said saves time 
and cuts out corruption. They are 
also financing a training centre in 
the industrial zone to train exactly 
the types of workers the new ven-
tures will require. They plan to 
repeat these zones in all the small 
cities in the oblast. The first zone 
has created over 3,000 jobs in two 
years and unemployment in South 
Kazakhstan is now at 5.5 percent, 
Tuyakbayev said. Unemployment 
for young people has also dropped 
over the last few years from 6 per-
cent to 3.3 percent.

The programme has also spon-
sored investment opportunity road 
shows abroad, including shows in 
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Rus-

sia, Uzbekistan, South Korea, Ma-
laysia and Turkey. The shows have 
resulted in 20 large projects total-
ing US$1.6 billion.

The projects include high-tech-
nology production facilities for 
making electricity transformers 
with Chinese partners, producing 
LED lighting, water pumps and 
solar panel components with Ger-
man partners, and others. 

“You have to work with inves-
tors individually,” said Tuyak-
bayev. “I spend more than 50 per-
cent of my time each day meeting 
with investors. … We are people; 
we are not robots. Despite all their 
calculations, they still have to be-
lieve in us. That’s why I have to 
work personally with them. Be-
sides all the stuff I organise – tar-
iffs, land, money – they should be-
lieve in me. That’s why I spend so 
much time with them. That’s why 
we have so many projects.” 

In a few years, he said, when the 
projects starting today are open, 
there will be two or three times 
more production in the region than 
there is today. “Before, we had 
small and medium business. But 
now, we’ve started to build big 
factories.”

Much of the revenue from all 
this development is earmarked for 
the oblast’s social sphere, Tuyak-

bayev said. There are already not 
enough schools in the oblast, and 
the rapidly growing population – 
one in four children born in Ka-
zakhstan is born in South Kazakh-
stan – is outstripping their ability 
to build more. Despite opening 
50-60 new schools and health cen-
tres per year, they need more. So 
infrastructure, roads, schools and 
health centres are the priorities 
in the oblast budget. “We are in-
vesting 80 billion tenge [US$519 
million] in this each year. It’s the 
biggest budget among the regions 
in social and engineering infra-
structure.” 

As for the economic future, 
the oblast’s priority sectors are 
the food industry, primarily the 
intersection of agriculture, food 
processing and logistic. Other 
priorities include tourism, phar-
maceuticals and, in the more dis-
tant future, metallurgy and agro-
chemicals. There are currently big 
projects underway in most of these 
spheres, including a US$200 mil-
lion warehouse complex for food 
products, a new winter sports re-
sort centre 50 kilometres from 
Shymkent and the refurbishment 
of the region’s pharmaceutical fac-
tory and academy with Polish part-
ner Polpharma. 

Continued from Page B1

What did the project achieve?
In the second phase in the region 

we opened 32 online centres, so in 
32 villages local libraries are now 
equipped with the necessary office 
equipment. We chose 32 schools 
according to the criterion of sup-
porting schools … and tried to ex-
pand their access to information. 
Local libraries hadn’t been popu-
lar before, though they existed, 
but now within the joint UNDP 
programme for raising the com-
petitiveness of the region … there 
are 32 online centres equipped 
with laptops, projecting cameras, 
screens and printers and any per-
son can come and use the Internet.  

What was the goal?
The first goal was the support of 

businesses. We lined up the work 
in coordinating the online cen-
tres controlled by one consultant. 
We see that now people really get 
information from governmental 
websites; they have access to e-
services. They can do some work 
from the village and they don’t 
have to go to a city to submit doc-
uments and get a list of necessary 
documents for social issues. Stu-
dents can easily come there and 
work on papers. 

What else was implemented 
within the second phase? 

Within this phase we also 
planned the grant programme. 
We deviated a little from the mi-
crocredit programme, because it 
involves interest rates, pledges, 

etc. Everyone knows that not 
every bank will take a pledge 
from a rural citizen against his 
house. Not every entrepreneur 
has other options for obtaining a 
loan. We created a mechanism of 
implementation of the grant pro-
gramme in close cooperation with 
the state Business Road Map 2020 
and Employment Road Map 2020 
programmes. This was the pilot 
experience. We invited the Youth 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Fund to help us, and we exceeded 
the initial indicators we set. We in-
itially planned two projects; now 
we have 16. We exceeded fivefold 
what we had. We had $100,000, 
which is not a big amount, and 
we attracted $545,000 more. The 
Business Road Map has a grant 
programme which provides 3 mil-
lion tenge [US$19,470] for inno-
vative projects. The innovative 
projects are new for our popula-
tion in the region, but we sup-
ported the idea. We had a goal that 
these should be not just innovation 
but socially valuable projects. 

So we supported two projects 
within the Business Road Map. 
New businesses were opened for 
processing waste paper, producing 
toilet paper, automating stations of 
technical servicing, etc. The De-
partment of Entrepreneurship and 
Industrial and Innovative Devel-
opment provided us with the list of 
projects. They gave us information 
and we could choose other entre-
preneurs to give grants to. We cre-
ated a grant committee to choose 
projects. 

Other projects were approved 

in accordance with the employ-
ment programme. They give mi-
crocredits to those who can pay 
and pledge 10 percent of their 
own contribution. They gave us 
a list of six entrepreneurs and we 
approved them. They are more 
social projects – a sewing shop, a 
heat insulation shop, etc.– which 
are needed in a rural settlement. 
Next year, they also expect fur-
ther financing from us and peo-
ple learned through their coun-
trymen that the process wasn’t 
difficult. 

Does the project support other 
measures?

Other measures advanced the 
training of civil servants. We un-
derstand that there is a passive 
dialogue, so to speak, between 
business representatives and civil 
servants who work with business-
es. We invited both sides to work-
shops to talk and identify problems 
and obstacles in obtaining infor-
mation. 

We also researched the develop-
ment of internal trade models—
analytical research for developing 
commodity markets. Our experts 
discussed public procurement, 
problems, how to participate in the 
procurement process [and] how to 
get information. We held work-
shops for interested parties. 

Who sits on the grant commit-
tee? 

Representatives from our na-
tional partners, the Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Industrial 
and Innovative Development of 

the East Kazakhstan Region and 
its Department of Coordination 
of Employment of Social Pro-
grammes; UNDP representatives, 
the Damu Fund for Entrepreneur-
ship Development, representatives 
of the Atameken National Cham-
ber of Entrepreneurs and the Eu-
ropean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development in Ust-Kame-
nogorsk. 

How will entrepreneurs be sup-
ported after the project ends? 

As I said, we aim for sustaina-
bility. We have a joint programme 
from 2011 to 2015 in the region 
and in that programme we have 
the third component: social and 
economic development. Social 
and economic development is 
also aimed at vulnerable groups 
of entrepreneurs. In the third com-
ponent, we plan to continue the 
business consultants’ network; we 
plan to continue our work with 32 
online centres. 

We also plan to monitor their ac-
tivity in online centres as well as 
the number of applicants to them. 
We know as of today that more 
than 150 people have opened their 
businesses with the assistance 
of business consultants. This is a 
good indicator. More than 9,500 
people were trained and got con-
sultations during the entirety of 
our project. We plan to continue 
the grant programme. For now, 
our budget is under consideration. 
I think we should continue the pi-
lot project. We also plan advanced 
training for our consultants. We 
want to strengthen our focus on 

the Damu programme for the sup-
port of women’s entrepreneurship. 
This is our initiative and idea. 
Next year, we plan to hold a joint 
workshop during which their spe-
cialists will train our consultants. 

Why is the Foreign Ministry of 
Finland funding the project? 

Finland’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs wants to assist trade and 
support business in rural areas in 
particular. 

Business Friendly Government 
Helps Grow South Kazakhstan, 
says Regional Deputy Governor 

UNDP Project Supports Rural Business in Eastern Kazakhstan

UNDP Project Seeks to Aid 
Village Entrepreneurs

By Aigul Bidanova

SEMEY – The UN Develop-
ment Programme’s Wider Europe: 
Aid for Trade project seeks to 
help villages in Central Asia, the 
South Caucasus and the western 
countries of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States develop busi-
ness. The project was launched in 
East Kazakhstan in 2009 with the 
financial support of the Foreign 
Ministry of Finland.

In choosing the territory to pro-
mote the project, organisers took 
into account East Kazakhstan’s 
unique identity as a centuries-old 
trade crossroads. The Silk Road 
connecting China and Europe 
passed through the territory, bring-
ing with it some of the world’s first 
attempts at doing business. 

Today, East Kazakhstan has 
a population of 1.3 million and 
more than 10,000 enterprises. Un-
fortunately, not all aspiring entre-
preneurs have access to financing 
or information about the rules of 
doing business, which greatly hin-
ders the development of business, 
especially in rural areas.

A number of government pro-
grammes are attempting to change 
that situation. The Aid for Trade 
project has also made a contribu-
tion. Through this programme, 
dozens of villagers have started 
their own businesses using loans 
provided by the Bereke micro-
credit organisation, which works 
with the support of the UNDP. In 
selecting projects, Bereke acts in 
the interest of borrowers and has 
supported projects that have paid 
for the reconstruction of distant 

pasture facilities or purchased live-
stock or production equipment.

Sarzhal Village is located near 
the former Semipalatinsk nuclear 
test site. The area sees no heavy 
snowfall and cattle can graze all 
year round, which greatly helps lo-
cal farmers. But the area’s weath-
er is unpredictable and in 2010, 
severe frost and heavy snowfall 
killed almost half of the region’s 
agricultural livestock. Locals 
didn’t have time to deliver feed 
and hay to their farms.

Head of a local farm Nurzhan 
Aukashev suffered losses and de-
cided to apply to the microcredit 
organisation to get back on his 
feet. 

With financial assistance, Auka-
shev, who mostly produces horses 
for making kumis (fermented 
horse milk) bought 150 animals 
and a tractor to harvest fodder. 
Aukashev manufactures kumis 
year round, milking 13 mares in 
the winter and 60 in the summer. 
Aukashev receives orders from the 
neighbourhood and also sells ku-
mis in bulk in Semey.

Zhanargul Duissenova is now 
the owner of a small farm and a 
grocery store in Karaul Village, 
also located not far from the for-
mer test site. Her family lived hand 
to mouth until she decided to start 
her own business. With the two 
million tenge (US$12,985) she 
borrowed from Bereke, Duisse-
nova bought Kazakh White Head 
cattle and has increased her sales 
of meat and dairy products signifi-
cantly. Today her family has about 
300 animals and plans to build 
more paddocks.

Like many other villagers, Dui-

ssenova attended training work-
shops organised by the UNDP that 
focused on credit, taxation, sales 
promotion and legality issues in 
doing business. The organisers of 
the workshops often invited suc-
cessful entrepreneurs from the 
East Kazakhstan oblast involved 
in the Wider Europe: Aid for Trade 
project as trainers. The workshops 
also attracted the owners of stable 
businesses who were interested in 
pursuing growth. 

Irina Darmina, one seminar par-
ticipant, now plans to open a sew-
ing shop in addition to running a 
department store. 

Mukhtar Toregeldy from 
Kalbatau Village in the Zharmin 
district received a loan for the de-
velopment and expansion of his 
business this year. Toregeldy has 
a farming partnership, a food store 
and a mini-bakery. He grows 60 
hectares of soybeans and plans to 
start processing them. To do this, 
he took a loan from Bereke to pur-
chase the necessary equipment. 

So far, all entrepreneurs who 
have taken loans have repaid them, 
and Bereke is continuing to sup-
port farmers in the region using the 
returned funds. 

This year, the trade facilitation 
project has implemented a grant 
programme aimed at supporting 
inclusive and innovative busi-
ness ideas in rural populations. 
Information stops, waste paper 
recycling facilities and automated 
service stations are among the pro-
posals that have been suggested.

Young businessman Nasypkan 
Samgau from Shygys Village also 
received grant assistance through 
the UNDP project. His business 
idea, worth 1.5 million tenge 
(about US$9,740), is to open a 
modern plant for producing leather 
shoes using automated small-op-
eration technology to increase the 
quality and quantity of production. 
Samgau hopes that in two years he 
will be able to double his produc-
tion volumes.

The young innovator also re-
ceived help from the Youth Entre-
preneurship Development Fund, 
a consulting partner of the UNDP 
with an extensive network of con-
sultants. Today, its online centres, 
established in 32 settlements, pro-
vide consulting services, in addi-
tion to other useful information 
and free Internet access for social-
ly vulnerable populations. 

A worker of Baltextile LLP mans imported machinery at the factory in Shymkent. Baltextile is one of the projects 
benefiting from the support of the regional government. 
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“Harry Potter” Series to Be 
Translated into Kazakh in 2014

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Harry Potter will 
be the newest literary character to 
learn Kazakh, according to Mar-
keting Director of Russia’s Azbu-
ka-Attikus publishing house Dmi-
tri Yaronov.

Tengrinews reported that Azbu-
ka-Attikus plans to begin translate 
J.K. Rowling’s entire seven-book 
series about young wizards into 
Kazakh in 2014.

Azbuka-Attikus is the official 
publisher of the series in the Com-
monwealth of Independent States 
and already distributes a Russian 
translation of the books. Kazakh-
stan’s Meloman, which already 
markets “Harry Potter” toys and 
other products, has asked for finan-

cial assistance from the publisher 
in creating its Kazakh translation. 
The company is hoping to sign an 
agreement with a copyright licens-
ing agency to publish the series as 
soon as possible. 

“The most important thing for 
Kazakhstan is to have a high qual-
ity translation,” Yaronov said. The 
books will be distributed by the 
same agency that distributes films 
in the Kazakh language, and Yaro-
nov said they have high hopes for 
good sales. Kazakh officials have 
already discussed including the 
modern classics in school curricula.

In 2011, Kazakhstan’s Ministry 
of Culture and Information cre-
ated an online contest to submit 
and vote for books to be translated 
into Kazakh, as well as to draw 

attention to reading and litera-
ture. In 2012, President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev suggested the idea 
of creating a national list of 100 
popular books to receive modern 
Kazakh-language translations. The 
100 Books website currently lists 
Rowling’s series at number three, 
behind J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of 
the Rings” series and Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s complete “Sher-
lock Holmes” collection. 

The “Harry Potter” books have 
already been translated into 70 lan-
guages and dialects. Other books 
slated for translation into Kazakh 
earlier this year by the Foliant 
Publishing Company included 
10 encyclopaedias and 13 of the 
“Walt Disney’s Golden Classics” 
series. 

New Commemorative 
Coins Issued for Year 
of the Horse

By Alla Dementyeva 

ALMATY – On Dec. 3, com-
memorative gold and silver coins 
from the Oriental Calendar series 
called “The Year of the Horse” 
came into circulation in Kazakh-
stan. 

This is the fourth pair of coins 
of proof quality from the Oriental 
Calendar series. The coins, which 
are 500 tenge [about US$3.25] 
each, are made in the form of a 
dodecahedron and have twelve 
sides. On the obverse of the coins 
are mythological symbols of con-
stellations and the star map on the 
sky; on the reverse side is a horse, 
the symbol of 2014. 

Five thousand silver coins of 
925 purity and 3,000 of 999 pu-
rity high-carat gold coins have 
been issued. The Kazakhstan Na-
tional Bank has said that the 500 
tenge commemorative coins must 
be accepted at their nominal val-

ue throughout the country for all 
types of payments, as well as for 
crediting accounts, deposits, let-
ters of credit and for transference. 
They are not limited for exchange 
in the country’s banks.

The commemorative coins are 
sold at collection cost, packed in 
gift boxes and provided with a 
numbered certificate of quality by 
the Kazakhstan National Bank in 
Kazakh, Russian and English.

Kazakh Professors 
Attend Seminar at 
German University 

By Jan Furst

Lecturers from the Academy 
of Public Administration under 
the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan attended a training 
course Dec. 9-13 at the Potsdam 
Center for Policy and Manage-
ment within the University of 
Potsdam, Germany on modern 
methods for teaching social sci-
ences and applying research in the 
learning process.

The Potsdam Center for Policy 
and Management has developed 
a curriculum in accordance with 
the needs of the academy, paying 
great attention to balancing practi-
cal examples and best practices for 
teaching and research.

Seminars and lectures were de-
livered by the leading lecturers of 
Potsdam University, which is con-
sidered to be among Europe’s best 
higher education institutions in the 
field of public administration and 
management. Scholars shared their 
experiences in teaching and con-
ducting research on public policy 
and public administration.  

Issues related to civil service 
reform were discussed during the 
course, taking as an example the 
case of Germany and other coun-
tries. Participants also considered 
issues related to supporting educa-
tion and curriculum reform in uni-
versities.

Lectures by Professor H. Fuhr, 
Dr. M. Seyfried and Dr. J. Fran-
zke regarding modern methods of 
teaching, development and prepa-
ration of postgraduate master pro-
grammes and applying methods 
of the social sciences in research 
activities were of particular inter-
est to participants. They also dis-
cussed the continuous improve-

ment of lecturers’ teaching skills. 
In addition, the presentation about 
the civil service system of Germa-
ny presented comparatively with 
France and Britain by Dr. Joachim 
Vollmuth, who has more than 40 
years of experience in civil service 
area in Germany, sparked great in-
terest among attendees.

The programme provided par-
ticipants with information about 
modern methods of research, mod-
ern teaching methods, outcome-
based learning and quality assur-
ance of training and qualification 
development of civil servants. Or-
ganizers agreed to continue coop-
eration in 2014.

Potsdam University is considered one of Europe’s best higher education institu-
tions in the field of public administration and management.

World Press Photo Tour Reaches Astana
By Julia Rutz

ASTANA – The annual World 
Press exhibition following the 
World Press Photo Contest kicked 
off at Keruen Shopping Mall on 
Dec. 10. The 56-year-old event is 
acknowledged as the world’s pre-
mier photojournalism exhibit. It 
was dedicated to Human Rights 
Day and showcased scenes of vio-
lence against humanity in different 
parts of the world. 

The exhibited pictures were di-
vided into nine categories such as 
general news, how news topics are 
covered and their aftermath. Top-
ics included politics, economics, 
conflict, social tension, relief and 
crime through the lenses of spot 
news, witnessing breaking news 
and unfolding events, as well as 
contemporary issues, documenting 
issues affecting people’s lives and 
society today. Social, environmen-
tal, health and economic issues 
were major focuses. An independ-
ent jury gathered in Amsterdam in 
February this year to choose the 
best pictures from 103,486 pho-
tos sent from different parts of the 
world. 

“We chose the winners accord-
ing to two requirements. First 

of all, pictures should reflect the 
global meaning of the competi-
tion. Secondly, each judge could 
express his or her feelings about 
the picture. That helped us pick the 
best of the best and stay unpreju-
diced,” explained the president of 
the jury, Vice-President and Direc-
tor of Photography of the Associ-
ated Press Santiago Lyon. 

The first place for general news 
was taken by Italian photogra-
pher Alessio Romenzi who took 
a picture of refugees trying to 
escape by illegally crossing the 
border between Syria and Turkey 
for Time Magazine. It was report-
ed that the number of refugees 
reached 2.5 million people in No-
vember this year. Most of them 
moved into Turkey, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 

Another winner in the spot news 
category was Bernat Armangue 
from Spain whose photograph was 
taken in Gaza and is of the after-
math of an Israeli bombing. The 
military operation called “Cloudy 
Pillar” was targeted against Hamas 
military and missile depots and 
executed on Nov. 14, 2012. Ha-
mas military commander Ahmed 
al-Dzhabary was killed on the first 

day of the operation. However, the 
military operation continued with 
the bombing of civilian areas. A 
ceasefire agreement was signed 
on Nov. 21, 2012. The picture was 
taken for the Associated Press on 
Nov. 18. 

Photographer Dania Jan Grarup 
won first place in sports by captur-
ing Somali women playing basket-
ball. Despite UN protection over the 
capital city, Mogadishu, there are 
still Al-Qaeda militants in the town. 
They prohibit women from playing 
sports. Members of the women’s 
national team for basketball were 
repeatedly threatened for violat-
ing Shari’ah law. As a punishment, 
every woman who plays basketball 
is to lose her right hand or left leg. 

The 2012 World Press Photo of 
the Year was taken by Sweden’s 
Paul Hansen. It depicts the funeral 
procession of two little children 
killed during the “Cloudy Pillar” 
military operation in Gaza. 

“This picture shows the true and 
complex character of the Gaza 
sector. This character finds its re-
sponse in your heart, mind and 
soul,” Lyon said.

Apart from supporting high 
standards in photojournalism and 

documentary photography world-
wide, World Press Photo is striving 
to generate wide public interest in 
photography as well as in the free 
exchange of information.

“When I look at the winners’ 
pictures I see the first class photo 
shoots. These are strong and pow-
erful pictures you won’t forget for 
long. I also believe they will be-
come an icon for young photogra-
phers who learn how to document 
world events and inform the world 
community about current situation 
in different countries. Our under-
standing of modern and complex 
world depends on the results of 
their work,” explained Lyon.

World Press Photo is an independ-
ent, non-profit organization with an 
office in Amsterdam, where it was 
founded in 1955. World Press Photo 
receives support from the Dutch 
Postcode Lottery and is sponsored 
worldwide by Canon. World Press 
Photo holds official accreditation 
for good practices from the Central 
Bureau on Fundraising (CBF).

The exhibition tour programme 
takes place in approximately 100 
cities in 45 countries of and is still 
expanding. The exhibit will remain 
in Astana until Dec. 26.

A photo by Paul Hansen, depicting the funeral procession of two little children killed during Operation Pillar of Cloud in Gaza, was recognised by the international 
independent jury as the 2012 World Press Photo of the Year.
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The pottery, human and animal remains, as well as a clay water pipeline were discovered at the Shardara Reservoir located 200 kilometres south-west from Shymkent.

Drying Reservoir Reveals 
Ancient City

By Lyubov Dobrota

SHYMKENT – The sharp drop 
in water levels at the Shardara Res-
ervoir, about 200 kilometres south-
west from Shymkent, has had one 
benefit: it has led to the discovery 
of the remnants of an ancient set-
tlement under the dried-up parts of 
the lake. 

Local residents and fishermen 
first spotted the grass-covered 
hill, which the low water levels 
allowed them to access. Archae-
ologists have now been able to 
explore the site and are convinced 
that the mound holds evidence of 
an ancient city. Under a 10-metre 
water column they found not only 
pottery and human and animal re-
mains, but also a clay water pipe-
line. Its tube goes deeper into the 
water, out to the middle of the res-
ervoir.

Nurlan Smailov, director of the 
district museum, said that in 1958, 
archaeologists from Moscow and 
what was then called Alma-Ata 
conducted excavations on the is-
land, which appeared just 50 me-
tres from the shore of the reservoir. 
For five years, the scientists con-
ducted digs on the fort, known as 
Aktobe-2, or “White Hill.” The 
name was chosen because the set-
tlement had been built from white 
stones.

The scientists then found sev-
eral scattered settlements dating 
to the middle ages. The construc-
tion of the Shardara Reservoir 
interrupted the excavations, and 
Aktobe-2, with the mounds of Ak-
tobe-1 and Zhaushykum, fell into 
the flood zone and became part of 
a man-made lake bed. After that, 
there was little more that could be 
learned.

Smailov does not exclude the 
possibility that the water-washed 
skeletons could be the remains 
of ancient Kangly or Samanids 
(Turkic and Persian peoples), 
who came here after the fall of 
the Western Turkic Khanate. It is 
also possible that the Qarakhanids 
ruled there before the Mongol 
invasion. The founder of the Ka-
zakh school of archaeology, acad-
emician Alkey Margulan, believed 
that these settlements dated back 
to the Kangly state that emerged in 
the third century B.C.

The falling waters may now al-
low archaeologists to return to the 
study of the region’s ancient cities 
and find answers to their questions 
about its ancient history. However, 
time will soon run out again: more 
water is set to fill the reservoir, and 
a unique ancient monument once 
again will be hidden under it.
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Hard work got Kazakhstan’s national women’s rugby team an anticipated victory.

Sports

Kazakhstan’s Women’s Rugby Team Wins 
International Tournament in Dubai

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Dynamo Almaty, 
Kazakhstan's national women's 
rugby team, took first place at the 
Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby 
Sevens Invitational Tournament 
held from Nov. 28-30 in Dubai. 

Dymano Almaty, both Almaty’s 
club team and the country’s na-
tional women’s team, beat South 
Africa’s SA Select Women 36-12 
in the final. Teams from South Af-
rica, the U.A.E, Switzerland, Ger-
many, Kenya, Russia and Sweden 
competed in the tournament.

Hard work got them the victory, 
Dynamo’s head coach Dmitry Pi-
chugin told The Astana Times. “It 
was no luck – the games were tough; 
all the national teams were play-
ing at the tournament. The U.A.E., 
Kenya, Germany and Switzerland 
presented their best line-ups, so the 
opponents were not easy to beat.” 
Beat them Almaty’s women did, 
however, in a series of victories that 
pitted them against Moscow’s team 
in the semifinals and then the South 
African team in the finals. 

There were 60,000 spectators 
watching the final game, Pichugin 
said. “The girls were more nervous 
about the pressure of the spectators 
than the opponent. The stadium 
was crowded and packed with 
people.”

“I must say, they are all young 
and good players,” Pichugin said of 

his team. There are a few standouts, 
though. One is Liliya Bazeruk, 
who has been playing for only six 
months. Despite being a newcomer 
to the sport, “she has helped us win 
in every game,” her coach said. 
“She took her game to a good level 
right off the bat; playing in the de-
fence, she scored a lot of points.”

He singled out Yelena Yevdoki-
mova and captain Anna Yakov-
leva as other players to watch, but 
emphasised that Dynamo’s wins 
come from team efforts.

Dynamo Almaty is the reign-
ing women’s rugby sevens cham-
pion of the Asian Games, a title 
they will defend in Incheon, South 
Korea, next year. The team’s most 
important upcoming tournaments, 
the coach said, are the Hong Kong 
Sevens on March 30, 2014, and then 
the Asian Games from Sept. 14-23. 
“[The Asian Games] is probably the 
most important event for us, since as 
champions we automatically make 
it to the group,” Pichugin said. “We 
hope that we will get proper atten-
tion from the Sports Agency.” 

Pichugin said he hopes their 
most recent victory will contribute 
to the push to include rugby sev-
ens in the Olympic Games. Rugby 
sevens is a variant of rugby union 
in which teams field seven play-
ers instead of 15 and the matches 
are shorter. It has been played for 
more than 100 years and is popular 
around the world.

Shumenov Returns to Ring, 
Successfully Defends Title 

By Alex Lee

Kazakh professional boxer, 
Beibut Shumenov (14 wins, 1 loss, 
0 draws, nine knockouts) returned 
to the ring in San Antonio, Texas, 
on Dec. 14 after a year and a half 
hiatus to successfully defend his 
WBA light heavyweight champion 
belt against Slovak Tamas Ko-
vacs (23 wins, 1 loss, 0 draws, 14 
knockouts).

Shumenov knocked Kovacs 
down twice in the first two rounds 
before knocking him out in the 
third round.

Kazakhstan has demonstrated 
that it is a boxing powerhouse in 
recent years through its boxing at 
the Olympics in Athens in 2004 
and in London in 2012, by intro-
ducing Gennady ‘GGG’ Golovkin, 
who recently upset Steven Curtis 
at Madison Square Garden on Nov. 
2 to the American audience and by 
the Astana Arlans semi-profes-
sional boxing team performance. 
The Astana Arlans just saw their 
first loss this year after a success-

ful run with three series wins last 
weekend 1-3. They were beaten by 
a Cuban team. 

Beibut Shumenov continued the 
buzz in the international boxing 

news by defeating Kovacs in the 
U.S.

Shumenov lost one bout before 
the match and Kovacs had seen no 
losses in his career, but the Kazakh 
boxer tried to draw his lines in the 
ring at the very first second. After 
some light exchanges, Shumenov 
knocked Kovacs down with a 
powerful straight to his face with 
only 13 seconds until the bell rang 
in the first round. Kovacs got up 
fast, but was stunned. Shumenov 
demonstratively marched him into 
a corner. At that moment, he knew 
he was not on the same page with 
his opponent.

Round two started with Shu-
menov seeking that one last punch. 
The Slovak tried to avoid Shu-
menov’s power shots. But the hard 
punching Shymkent-born Shu-
menov landed another hard one 
that sent Kovacs down with less 
than a minute to go. By the end of 
round two, it was scary to watch. 
Athletic, agile and speedy Shu-
menov looked lethal and the fight 
could have stopped at any second 
at that moment. 

As anyone could guess, round 
three appeared to be too predict-
able, Shumenov was playing cat 
and mouse with Kovacs and with 
10 seconds to go, he knocked 
him down yet again. Three knock 
downs in three rounds were 
enough for the ref and he stopped 
the fight.

Shumenov defended his title and 
now might face 48 year old Ber-
nard Hopkins (54-6-2, KO 32) of 
the U.S. next.

Kazakhstan Hockey Upsets 
U.S. in Semis, Wins Silver 
in Trentino Winter 
Universiade

By Jan Furst

Kazakhstan's national Universi-
ade team finished in 15th place in 
the medals standings at the Dec. 11 
– 21 Universiade in Trentino, Italy 
with two gold medals, two silver 
and one bronze.

Kazakhstan’s hockey team also 
attracted attention by beating Can-
ada and the United States in the 
early rounds and nearly beating 
Canada again in the finals.

The Kazakh hockey team went 
undefeated until the finals, beat-
ing Ukraine (4:2), Japan (3:1), and 
even Canada (4:2) in the round 
robin before knocking out Latvia 
in the quarters (6:1) and the U.S. in 
the semifinals (5:1) to face Canada 
again in the finals.

The confidence level of the Ka-
zakh team was high at the start of 
the final game with Alexander Shin 

scoring 14 seconds into the contest 
assisted by Yevgeniy Rymarev. 
However, the Canadian team rose 
to the challenge. From the fourth 
to the eighth minute, the Canadi-
ans scored three times to finish the 
first period. Mike Cazzola, Josh 
Day and  Mathew Maione scored 
Canada’s first-period goals.

In the second, Kazakhstan tried 
to come back, but failed. After the 
second intermission, the score was 
5-1 with goals by Canada’s Chris 
Culligan and Nick MacNeil.

In the third, despite the game 
being seemingly out of reach, the 
Kazakhs continued to press and 
scored one more goal, but it was 
too late. The Canadians scored one 
more goal and took the gold medal 
with a 6 to 2 victory. Kazakhstan 
took the silver and Russia took 
home the bronze.

Kazakhs who won gold medals 

included skier Tatyana Ossipova 
and the men’s cross country ski 
team (Alexander Malyshev, Sergei 
Malyshev, Gennadiy Matvienko 
and Mark Statostin) who won 
in the relay. Mark Starostin also 
won silver in an individual race. 
And the women’s cross country 
ski team (Olga Mandryka, Marina 
Matrossova and Tatyana Ossipo-
va) took home a bronze medal in 
the relay. 

Russia placed first in the over-
all medal count with 50 medals, 
including 15 gold. The Russians 
were followed by South Korea at 
24 medals, including eight gold, 
and Poland with 23 medals, in-
cluding 10 gold. A total of 30 na-
tions participated in the games.

The next Universiade will be 
held in Spain in 2015 and then in 
Almaty in 2017.

Spectators witnessed a victorious come back of Kazakh professional boxer, 
Beibut Shumenov during his recent fight against Slovak Tamas Kovacs in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Skier Tatyana Ossipova (centre) is one of the two gold medallists from Kazakhstan who participated in the Universiade in 
Trentino this year.



Wednesday, December 25, 2013

B8

Capital
Nation&Capital

At the ceremony, Helminen and 
Omarov asked Abdumalik,  
“Did you believe in Santa Claus when 
you were a child?”  
She replied “Yes”, and Helminen, 
coming from the Santa Claus’ 
homeland of Lapland, presented her 
with a Barys jersey with her favourite 
number 12 and her last name. 

Auction Raises Money for 
Montessori Room for 
Disabled Children

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – The Dara Founda-
tion, which supports children from 
vulnerable groups, held a char-
ity auction with partner Has Sanat 
Gallery on Dec. 12. The auction 
raised enough money to equip 
and train teachers for a Montes-
sori room at the centre for disabled 
children the foundation helped 
open in Astana in September.

“We hope to get enough money 
to create a Montessori room in the 
centre for disabled children. … 
The Dara Foundation helped to 
refurbish the centre, to get all the 
necessary equipment and litera-
ture. [The only thing missing] is 
the Montessori room,” Madina Ba-
kiyeva, director of the Dara Foun-
dation said at the event. “We will 
provide equipment and our part-
ner centre … in Almaty agreed to 
teach the teachers from this centre 
for disabled children how to work 
in the Montessori style.”

For sale at the auction were 
clothes by different Kazakh de-
signers as well as paintings do-
nated by famous Kazakh painters, 
including one donated by Kazakh 
artist Leyla Mahat. Also on display 
was artwork by some of the chil-
dren with disabilities supported by 
Dara’s programmes. 

The children whose work was 
displayed are mostly from Asta-
na’s School No. 65, where Dara 
is implementing a project funded 

by the Embassy of Finland to pro-
mote inclusive education. “We’ve 
organised an inclusive art studio, 
which means children with dis-
abilities and without are working 
together. And also we have a thea-
tre studio in the same school, also 
for children with disabilities and 
without. They are learning how to 
make art.”

School No. 65 is a pilot inclu-
sive school, and Dara works with 
it in a number of ways. “[School 
No. 65 is] the only school that pro-
vides inclusive education, where 
disabled children can sit in the 
same classroom as [children with-
out disabilities],” said Bakiyeva. 

“We purchased special equip-
ment—because mainly there are 
deaf children in that school – so 
we bought this modern equipment 
that will help deaf children who 
have implants listen to the teacher, 
so background sounds don’t inter-
fere. We’ve already installed the 
system in the school and the deaf 
children are doing very well.” 

Astana’s Has Sanat Gallery has 
paintings by well-known Kazakh 
artists as well as up-and-coming 
talent. It also hosts temporary ex-
hibits of Kazakh and foreign art-
ists. “The Has Sanat Gallery is our 
partner gallery, they help us or-
ganise different events with them, 
mainly fundraising events,” said 
Bakiyeva. 

This was Dara’s first auction 
fundraiser in Astana; they have 
held others in Almaty. The fund-
raiser was success, Bakiyeva con-
firmed later, raising enough money 
to outfit the Montessori room and 
train its teachers.

The Dara Foundation will cel-
ebrate its 10th anniversary next 
year. “We work with institutions 
mainly: we work with schools, we 
work with orphanages, we work 
with centres for disabled children. 
We try to help children to get high 
quality services within those insti-
tutions. We help with equipment, 
we help with knowledge, we help 
with training those institutions. So 
as many children as those institu-
tions serve, Dara serves,” said Ba-
kiyeva.

This was Dara’s first 
auction fundraiser 
in Astana; they 
have held others 
in Almaty. The 
fundraiser was 
success, Bakiyeva 
confirmed later, 
raising enough 
money to outfit 
the Montessori 
room and train its 
teachers.

Chess Princess 
Joins Barys at 
People’s 
Favourite 
Ceremony

By Ilya Lobster

ASTANA – Politicians, officials, 
business people, bohemia, and 
the media got together on Dec. 19 
for the third annual ceremony of 
awarding prizes “People’s Favour-
ite 2013”.

Numerous nominations included 
the best politician, pop star, offi-
cial, journalist, blogger, business-
man, public figure, political scien-
tist, and online media were chosen. 
Overall, 367 nominees competed 
for 14 nominations.

Zhansaya Abdumalik, the 
12-year-old Kazakh chess prodigy 
became the best athlete, or, rather 
the winner of nomination “Respect 
Sportsmen”. 

Raimo Helminen, a coach of 
the Barys hockey club and an ath-
lete who took part in six Olympic 
Games and Ilyas Omarov, presi-
dent of the Sport Press Association 
handed over to Abdumalik a diplo-
ma and the newly minted People’s 
Favourite statuette, shaped in the 
“Like” sign of the Facebook fame.

At the ceremony, Helminen and 

Omarov asked Abdumalik, “Did 
you believe in Santa Claus when 
you were a child?” 

She replied “Yes”, and Helmin-
en, coming from the Santa Claus’ 
homeland of Lapland, presented 
her with a Barys jersey with her 
favourite number 12 and her last 
name. 

The voting for the People’s Fa-
vourite contest was held in two 
stages during the two months. At 
the first stage, people in Facebook 
and other social networks could 
put forward their nominees. The 

second stage took place at the offi-
cial website of the National Award 
“People’s Favoruite 2013,” where 
four finalists who scored more 
votes in the first stage competed.

Galym Baituk, the president of 
the Respublika-Region-Razvitie 
public foundation, has been organ-
ising the contest for three years. 
This year, in addition to traditional 
organisational problems, he also 
had to contend with Astana’s first 
ever major blizzard this winter 
which disrupted travel around the 
country and in the city.

Top: Ilyas Omarov (l) and Raimo Helminen (c) present goodies to Zhansaya Abdumalik in recognition of her remarkable sporting successes on Dec. 19 at Rixos 
President Hotel in Astana. 
Bottom: Galym Baituk and his colleague Saltanat Murzalinova-Yakovleva also doubled as the masters of ceremonies.


