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Moody’s Investors 
Service report 

upgrades Kazakhstan 
to ‘stable’

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Moody’s Investors 
Service (Moody’s) report recently 
changed Kazakhstan’s rating out-
look from ‘negative’ to ‘stable’. 
In addition, Moody’s confirmed 
the issue and senior unsecured rat-
ings as well as senior unsecured 
medium-term note (MTN) rating 
of Kazakhstan at Baa3.

The Baa3 credit rating includes 
such strengths as a relative large 
size of the economy, high per capita 
income levels, high debt affordabili-
ty and low level of public debt along 
with significant fiscal reserves. It 
also takes into account weaknesses, 
such as low institutional strength 
and high proportion of foreign cur-
rency government debt.

Though the report recognises the 
rating may be subjective due to its 
outlook to the future, it still allows 
investors to gauge economic and in-
vestment potential in each country.

A positive change in the 
Moody’s rating stems from Ka-
zakhstan’s progress in coping with 
low oil prices, the report stated.

A sharp plunge in oil prices in 
2014, which continued in sub-
sequent years, produced huge 
adverse consequences for Ka-
zakhstan’s economy that largely 
depends on oil.

Kazakhstan’s National Bank 
then relinquished control of the na-

tional currency tenge and switched 
to a floating exchange rate deter-
mined by demand and supply at 
the foreign exchange market.

However, the country’s major 
financial regulator proceeded with 
its occasional interventions in the 
market to rule out the possibility of 
the tenge further losing its value.

According to Moody’s, the in-
creasing flexibility of exchange 
rate together with countercyclical 
government spending underpinned 
Kazakhstan’s successful efforts in 
contending the oil price shock and 
strengthened policy effectiveness.

Similarly, Kazakhstan’s signifi-
cant fiscal reserves, including the 
National Fund that accumulates 
the country’s excess oil revenues, 
helped Kazakhstan manage eco-
nomic slowdown, though the fund 
witnessed a decrease in resources 
from $77 billion in August 2014 to 
$62 billion in June 2017.

It will stabilise at $60 billion in 
near future, according to Moody’s.

Kazakhstan’s efforts to recapi-
talise the banking system, includ-
ing the allocation of nearly 4.6 
percent of GDP in 2017 to this pur-
pose, contributed to the country’s 
progress in Moody’s rating.

Yet, the banking sector re-
mains vulnerable to liability risks, 
Moody’s report added.

Meanwhile, Fitch credit agency 
confirmed Kazakhstan’s BBB rat-
ing.

Tenge exchange rate 
fluctuates, draws 

increased attention
By Mikhail Maksimov

ASTANA – Fluctuations of the 
tenge’s exchange rate in the cur-
rency market are based on a num-
ber of factors, including concerns 
about the future of ruble after the 
U.S. additional sanctions against 
Russia, as well as boom demand 
on dollars caused by speculative 
comments in mass media.

Changes of the tenge’s exchange 
rate on the internal currency mar-
ket once again drew the attention of 
Kazakhs to the information boards 
of exchange offices. Over the week, 

from July 26 to Aug. 2, the weighted 
average rate of the tenge at the Ka-
zakhstan Stock Exchange decreased 
by approximately 2.6 percent to 
335.21 tenge per one U.S. dollar.

Combination of factors
The reasons for the recent high 

volatility of the tenge’s exchange 
rate against the dollar were com-
mented on by Aliya Moldabeko-
va, director of the Department of 
Monetary Operations of Kazakh-
stan’s National Bank.

Continued on Page A4

Kazakh student promotes nuclear weapons-free 
world at Peace Foundation in New Zealand

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Working to pro-
mote peaceful practices and a nu-
clear weapons-free world has been 
Arailym Kubayeva’s mission for 
the last five months at the Peace 
Foundation office in Auckland, 
New Zealand. Kazakhstan-born 
Kubayeva spoke about her pro-
jects at the organisation and her 
motivations and challenges in an 
interview with The Astana Times.

After graduating from the Ger-
man-Kazakh University in Almaty 
in 2015, Kubayeva continued her 
studies at the University of Tubin-
gen in Germany, focusing on peace 
research and international politics.

Students there often spend a semes-
ter studying or interning abroad and 
while looking for such programmes, 
she encountered an internship oppor-
tunity at the Peace Foundation.

Established in 1975, the Peace 
Foundation works to promote 
peaceful practices that support the 

creation of peaceful communities 
at all levels. The scope of their 
activities includes peaceful educa-
tion in New Zealand and beyond, 
advising on peace-related policies 
and decision-making bodies as 
well as providing a platform for 
the exchange of ideas in this field.

“Searching the internet, I found 
the Peace Foundation from New 
Zealand that does the conflict reso-
lution work in schools, families and 
communities. I became interested 
in their peer mediation programme 
as well as national and international 
youth programmes in schools. It 
was [lucky] because they have an 
international internship programme 
and that is why they are very in-
terested to see an international in-
tern. My interests and skills fitted 
ideally to their needs and vision. I 
have been working for this [non-
governmental organisation] for five 
months and three weeks are now 
remaining until I am done with my 
internship,” Kubayeva explained.

At the Peace Foundation, 
Kubayeva is involved in the or-
ganisation of the Schools’ Peace 
Week, held Aug. 7-11 to raise 
awareness about the adverse con-
sequences of nuclear weapons and 

promote nuclear disarmament and 
a nuclear weapons-free world.

The programme’s geographical 
scope has expanded since it was 
unveiled in 2002, as it now engag-
es schools not only in New Zea-
land, but also worldwide. For in-
stance, this year 125 schools from 
six countries registered for the 
project. Kubayeva has also been 
preparing a Responding to Armed 
Conflict (REACT) presentation on 
the same topic and presenting it at 
Auckland schools.

The theme of a nuclear weapons-
free world is of particular impor-
tance to Kazakhstan, Kubayeva said.

Kazakhstan voluntarily re-
nounced the world’s fourth largest 
nuclear arsenal, which it inherited 
after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, and joined major 
international nuclear non-prolifer-
ation treaties.

Given the significance of the 
topic to Kazakhstan, Kubayeva 
worked to involve Kazakh schools 
in this project, and this year the 
Peace Foundation received two 
registrations from the Nazarbayev 
Intellectual Schools in Astana and 
in Kubayeva’s hometown, Aktobe.

Continued on Page B2

Christopher Froome

Tour de France winner Chris Froome to 
race in EXPO 2017 International Criterium

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – Tour de France 2017 
winner and British cyclist Christo-
pher Froome will participate in the 
Aug. 12 EXPO 2017 International 
Criterium cycling event in Astana, 
President of the Kazakhstan cy-
cling federation Darkhan Kale-
tayev announced recently.

“A criterium dedicated to the 
expo will be held in Astana, with 
many of the world’s best riders 
coming. The four-time Tour de 
France winner Christopher Froome 
also confirmed his participation. 
I am sure the fans will witness a 
good race,” said Kaletayev.

Cycling stars such as Colombian 
Nairo Quintana from Movistar and 
Astana Pro Team riders Italians 

Fabio Aru and Paolo Tiralongo, 
Kazakhs Andrey Zeits and Bakhti-
yar Kozhatayev will also compete.

Fifteen professional cycling teams 
and five national teams will ride 
the roads of Astana. The race route 
consists of 30-35 circles of 1.6 kilo-
metres around the capital’s iconic 
Baiterek Tower along the streets 
Turkestan, Dostyk, Akmeshit and 
Kunayev. Kazakh pop stars will per-
form and other entertainment will be 
provided as part of the event.

The race will be broadcasted live 
on Eurosport 2 and Kazsport tele-
vision channels between 1:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. Astana time (9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. CET) and an-
nounced by popular commentator 
of the Eurosport’s Russian office 
Sergey Kurdyukov.

Kazakh FM attends 
inauguration of 

Iranian President
By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – On behalf of Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
Foreign Minister Kairat Abdra-
khmanov took part in the Aug. 5 
official inauguration ceremony of 
newly elected Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani.

“Today is a big day not only for 
Iran, but also for all the friends of 
your country. I am honoured to 
congratulate you on behalf of the 
President of Kazakhstan, Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev. In recent years, 
together with our head of state, you 
have brought bilateral relations to 

the level of strategic cooperation,” 
Abdrakhmanov said during his 
meeting with Rouhani on the same 
day, as reported by the Kazakh for-
eign ministry’s press service.

He also highlighted that the task 
of the foreign ministries of the 
two countries is to facilitate the 
full implementation of agreements 
reached during Nazarbayev’s visit 
to Tehran and Rouhani’s visit to 
Astana in 2016. It is very impor-
tant, Abdrakhmanov said, to im-
plement projects in transportation, 
tourism, agriculture and mining.

Continued on Page A3

EXPO 2017 welcomes more than two 
million visitors, one month to go

EXPO 2017 received its 2,000,000th visitor on Aug. 4, the Astana EXPO 2017 national company announced, identifying the lucky person as Gaisa Zhumaliyev (pic-
tured), 34, a businessman from Uralsk and a Bolashak scholarship graduate of London Business School. ‘‘With 37 days to go, we have already achieved the planned 
figures [of two million visitors]. Speaking of pavilion visits, there have been 15 million such visits, which is three times the plan,’’ Akhmetzhan Yessimov, chair of the 
board of Astana EXPO 2017 said. For more stories on expo please see Page B5. 

Arailym Kubayeva (C) and her parents.
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NEWS IN BRIEFInstitutional reforms have improved public services 
access, transparency, says government official

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Implementation of 
institutional reforms under the 
100 Concrete Steps programme 
outlined by Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2015 
have increased the transparency 
of and access to public services, 
asserted Kazakh Minister of In-
formation and Communication 
Dauren Abayev and Chairman 
of Government for the Citizens 
State Corporation Ablaikhan 
Ospanov, during a July 27 brief-
ing on the topic.

“All five components of Open 
Government have been launched. 
It includes open data, open legal 
acts, open dialogues, open budget 
and evaluation of state bodies’ ef-
ficiency,” said Abayev.

Open Government is meant to 
ensure the transparency and ac-
countability of state, include 
citizens in public decisions and 
increase the efficiency of public 
administration.

Such a system entails a move 
towards a more democratic state, 
Abayev said.

The open data platform, for in-
stance, enables citizens to find, 
download and use a range of data 
compiled and updated by state 
bodies. The data can be used for 
research, statistical analysis and 
as data underpinning mobile apps, 
among other uses. Among the cur-
rently operating apps are Heath+, 
Almaty Tour Guide and Tenge-

App. Authorities, however, want to 
continue to improve how the data 
is presented.

“We know there are difficulties 
in the use of these data. Currently, 
we are working hard to simplify 
the information provided there,” 
the minister said.

Under the reforms, state bod-
ies must also publish draft legal 
acts and bills on the open legal 
acts platform for public discus-
sion, where citizens can com-

ment and suggest amendments. 
A minimum of two weeks public 
discussion is required before an 
act moves to the next legislative 
stage.

“More than 420 acts are now 
available for public discussion and 
more than 7,000 legal acts have 
already been reviewed last year,” 
Abayev said.

An open budget, in turn, reveals 
information about the use of state 
budget and funds. Nearly 13,000 
budget programmes are available 
for public review and the report 
on their subsequent allocation in 
2016.

Similarly, citizens are welcomed 
to evaluate the work of state bod-
ies and services through efficien-
cy evaluation and open dialogue 
platform. Nearly 191,000 citizens 
participated in the last year, said 
Abayev.

At the same time, the Govern-
ment for Citizens State Corpora-
tion is working to reduce common 
administrative obstacles to public 
services.

The reforms seek to transfer 
public services from state bodies 
to the corporation.

“There are 723 state services in 
the registry and 548 of them, or 75 
percent, are provided by the Gov-
ernment for Citizens. We plan to 
increase it up to 85 percent next 
year,” noted Ospanov.

Government for Citizens is 
based on a one-stop shop princi-
ple, which enables citizens to re-
ceive all services they need in one 
place. Previously, citizens were re-
quired to visit multiple state bodies 
to obtain documents.

Operators provided nearly 37 
million public services last year 
and 21 million during the first 
six months of 2017, including 14 
million in electronic format, said 
Ospanov, adding the reform is a 
significant step in fighting corrup-
tion.

Abayev also noted that the gov-
ernment provides mobile public 
service centres, which travel the 
country to provide services to peo-
ple in remote regions.

Kazakh alphabet in Latin script 
to be developed by end of 2017

Staff Report

ASTANA – The Kazakh al-
phabet in the Latin script will 
be developed by the end of the 
year, said Minister of Education 
and Science Yerlan Sagadiyev 
during a recent press confer-
ence.

According to him, this is the 
country’s most important project 
and it must be done right.

“It is important to be cautious 
here. This year the only thing that 
needs to be done is the adaptation 
of the alphabet acceptable for eve-
ryone. [We need] to prepare sever-
al variants, discuss them and adopt 
the alphabet, and then we need to 

work out a plan for switching to 
the Latin script. Special commis-
sion works on this matter,” said 
Sagadiyev.

The transition to the Latin script 
was voiced for the first time by 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
in his state of the nation address 
back in 2012.

In the spring of this year, the 

head of state instructed to develop 
and adopt a single standard version 
of the Kazakh alphabet in the new 
script with the help of scientists 
and the general public by the end 
of 2017.

The issue of the transition of the 
Kazakh alphabet provoked heated 
discussion not only among Ka-
zakhstan citizens, but also among 

Russian residents. At the same 
time, experts emphasise that the 
transition of the alphabet should 
be gradual and take into account 
the experience of other countries.

Up until 1929, the Kazakh lan-
guage used Arabic script, then 
from 1929-1940, the Kazakh lan-
guage used the Latin script, be-
fore a modified Cyrillic script was 
adopted under the directions from 
the Soviet authorities. The pro-
posed switch to the Latin script is 
to take place in a phased way, be-
ginning with the adoption of a sin-
gle standard of the Kazakh alpha-
bet this year. It is envisaged that 
the transfer will occur around 2025

More than 200,000 people vis-
ited Almaty in the first quarter of 
2017, 18 percent more than last 
year, according to Kazinform. 
Services offered by hotels in-
creased 18 percent and totalled 
20 billion tenge (US$59.8 mil-
lion). “This year we hosted the 
Winter Universiade, which po-
sitioned the city as an interna-
tional centre for winter tourism 
and gave a good impetus to the 
development of mass sports. Al-
maty can easily be called the ski 
capital of Central Asia,” said Al-
maty Deputy Akim (Mayor) Ar-
man Kyrykbayev at the Interna-
tional Mountain Sports Festival.  

The Eurocrystal glass plant 
will produce carbon dioxide to 
carbonate soft drinks as part of 
the Industrialisation Map pro-
gramme in the Ontustyk indus-
trial zone, reported Kazinform 
July 25. “The plant manufac-
tures bottles and jars of different 
shapes – from 200 millimetres to 
3 litres of colourless and green 
glass. We export goods to Kyr-
gyz enterprises,” said a company 
representative. The first stage 
of the plant, launched in 2014, 
brought production capacity to 
70 million glass bottles a year. 
Last year, the second stage of 
production with a total capacity 
of 200 million bottles a year was 
launched.

Kazinform reports that a tire 
manufacturing and processing 
plant and a meat-packing plant 
are planned for the East Ka-
zakhstan region industrial zone. 
Three projects, with a produc-
tion volume of 60 million tenge 
(US$179,160), have been imple-
mented and 40 jobs were cre-
ated in the industrial zone. “It 
is planned to implement two 
more projects. There are also 
vacant areas for entrepreneurs. 
All necessary communication 
infrastructure is provided and 
local entrepreneurs created two 
transport and logistics centres. 
Entrepreneurs from other region 
will be involved in the project 
of processing tires. The issue 
of railway transport is currently 
under discussion,” said a repre-
sentative of the regional entre-
preneurship and industrial-inno-
vative development department.

The Siemens’ smart control 
system is expected to be intro-
duced in the infrastructure of 
Karaganda, said Akim (Gover-
nor) of the region Yerlan Kosh-
anov. The technology will help 
the city automatically regulate 
the supply of electricity, heat 
and water, as well as control its 
security systems. “The introduc-
tion of smart city technology is 
necessary. This will save budget 
funds and human labour. This 
technology covers almost all sec-
tors including healthcare, secu-
rity and housing and communal 
services. For example, we’ve al-
ready launched electronic health 
record in hospitals. We should 
start with security services. We 
plan to install video cameras and 
their footage will be tracked by a 
special programme, not by peo-
ple,” said Deputy Akim (Gover-
nor) Almas Aidarov.

A desalination plant will be 
constructed in the Mangistau re-
gion through cooperation with 
the Belt Way-Saf Bon Consorti-
um, according to the regional city 
administration press service. The 
plant, with a capacity of 80,000 
cubic metres of desalinated water 
per day, will be located 22 kilo-
metres from the Kuryk village 
and its capacity is expected to in-
crease. Water will be provided to 
the Zhetybai and Kuryk villages, 
Aktau, Zhanaozen and livestock 
farms. “Mangistau region Akim 
(Governor) Yeraly Tugzhanov 
noted that the project is an im-
petus for the development of 
agriculture and industry in the 
region. The foreign partner is 
ready to fully implement the pro-
ject and use the most advanced 
technologies,” a statement from 
the regional administration press 
service said. Mangistau is one of 
the regions in Kazakhstan with 
the fastest growing population. 
As of June 1, about 650,000 peo-
ple resided there.

Almaty hosts 10th 
summer Cosplay 

Festival
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The COSsummer 
Almaty Cosplay Festival, held for 
the 10th time, was an extra special 
event. The festival attracted a re-

cord high number of participants 
and visitors and gained interna-
tional status.

“Cosplay is quite popular in Al-
maty. On average, approximately 
400-500 people per day visit the 
event and about 100-120 people 
take part in it. Every year, the 
number of participants increases. 
COSsummer gathered a record 
number of participants. There are 
more people who want to partici-
pate, but we have an electronic ap-
plication form and have to make a 
strict selection of quality and sce-
narios to choose the most interest-
ing ones. Nevertheless, we have 
27 single cosplayers,” said Tais 
Tukanova, one of the organisers, 
reported Kazinform.

For the last decade, Almaty’s 
cosplay (short for costume play or 
costume game) fans have joined 
four times a year to reveal the best. 
The two-day summer festival is 
the biggest, brightest and most in-
teresting of the year.

Cosplay aficionados cross the 

invisible border every day between 
the virtual and real worlds. They 
dedicate their lives to animating 
different characters from computer 
games, movies, comics, shows, 
cartoons and anime.

“The participants of the contest 
prepare their own shows in groups 
or individually using the images 
of their favourite characters. They 
come up with a script, make deco-
rations and sew costumes,” said 
Semyon Dmitriev, one of the or-
ganisers.

The main feature of cosplay 
is that the person who sewed the 
costume of his or her favourite 
character or ordered it in the studio 
must play the role onstage.

Many male cosplayers of past Al-
maty festivals have participated and 
received prizes in such prestigious 
international festivals as IgroMir 
and Komikon, held in Russia. The 
most famous Kazakh cosplayer, 
Aigera Dunamis, also took part in 
the Almaty Cosplay Festival.

“Earlier, only cosplayers from 
Almaty participated in the event. 
Recently, participants came from 
Astana. Today, for the first time 
in the history of the event, guests 
from Kyrgyzstan came to it,” said 
Tukanova.

Cosplayers compete in different 
categories, with visitors and a jury 
selecting the best performers. Win-
ners get special gifts.

“We have spent 10 years with 
the cosplay festival organisation 
supported by a large team of en-
thusiasts who just like to do such 
holidays for themselves and spec-
tators, involving young people in 
an interesting and cognitive pro-
cess of creativity,” says Dmitriev.

The most popular COSsummer 
costumes were images of Japanese 
anime and computer games. In-
terestingly, with the exception of 
Spider-Man, comic heroes did not 
attract the attention of this year’s 
participants.
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Social entrepreneurship project 
trains 1,000 young Kazakhs

By Serzhan Bekturov

Social entrepreneurship is 
growing in popularity in Kazakh-
stan. In recent years, we’ve seen 
more people starting social enter-
prises in different areas. One of 
the initiatives supporting the de-
velopment of social entrepreneur-
ship in Kazakhstan is the I-SEED 
project run by the British Council 
in partnership with Chevron and 
support from the Atamaken Na-
tional Chamber of Entrepreneurs.

I-SEED stands for “Innova-
tions – Social Entrepreneurship 
and Education.” The project 
aims to promote the develop-
ment of sustainable solutions to 
social problems faced by young 
Kazakhs through social entrepre-
neurship. The main target audi-
ence is young people aged 16-29. 
Through the project they learn to 
become engaged, active citizens 
and make their first attempts to 

contribute to their communities 
through social entrepreneurship. 
The project also helps them de-
velop their motivation to study 
and succeed, acquire new skills 
and achieve their goals – both 
personal and for their wider com-
munity.

As part of the I-SEED project, 
young people can train and at-
tend workshops on social entre-
preneurship, business planning, 
marketing, pitching and making 
presentations. After the training, 
participants design and implement 
their own projects, allowing them 
to put their newly-acquired skills 
and knowledge into practice.

The I-SEED project has been 
running since 2014 and it has 
undergone numerous transfor-
mations based on feedback from 
project participants and partners. 
For example, in 2017 it intro-
duced a mentorship programme: 
participants who already know 
what kind of social enterprise 

they want to set up can select a 
mentor who has significant busi-
ness experience to provide advi-
sory support. This could include 
support for planning, pitching 
and implementing their ideas.

Over the last three years, 
around 1,000 young people from 
Almaty, Astana, Tekeli and Ye-
reimentau have taken part in the 
project. They have implemented 
more than 50 projects to sup-
port vulnerable groups, promote 
a healthy lifestyle and integrate 
people with disabilities into the 
wider community. As a result of 
the project, 13 participants have 
started their own businesses, and 
five of them are already active 
social entrepreneurs creating not 
just profit and employment op-
portunities for others, but also 
positive change in their commu-
nities. In addition, many project 
alumni continue to be actively 
engaged in social work as volun-
teers.
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L-R: Teodor Viorel Meleşcanu and Kairat Abdrakhmanov.

L-R: Omurbek Babanov and Sooronbai Jeenbekov.

Romanian FM visits Kazakhstan to mark 25 years of 
diplomatic relations, attends National Day at EXPO

By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – Romanian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Teodor Viorel 
Meleşcanu visited Kazakhstan 
July 27-28 to mark the 25th anni-
versary of Kazakh-Romanian rela-
tions and participate in Romanian 
National Day at EXPO 2017.

Meleşcanu began the trip by 
meeting with Kazakh Prime Min-
ister Bakytzhan Sagintayev to 
discuss f urther developing trade 
and economic cooperation in en-
ergy, machine building, metallur-
gy, transport, logistics and light 
industry. They also reviewed 
implementing the agreements 
reached during the Kazakh-Ro-
manian intergovernmental com-
mission on trade, economic, sci-
entific and technical cooperation. 
The commission’s next meeting 
is scheduled in Bucharest in Oc-
tober.

Kazakh Foreign Minister Kairat 
Abdrakhmanov received his Ro-
manian counterpart the second 
day. The talks demonstrated the 
alignment of Kazakh and Roma-
nian approaches on many inter-
national issues and their desire to 

strengthen ties in priority coopera-
tion areas.

“Today, the priorities of our 
trade and economic relations are in 
the energy sector. We are looking 
forward to expanding and diversi-
fying our trade. We are interested 
in the participation of Romanian 
businesses in our country’s eco-
nomic modernisation programme, 
which is being carried out on the 
initiative of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev,” said Abdrakhmanov.

He noted his nation prioritises 
developing relations with Bucha-
rest as an important partner in 
Eastern Europe and the Balkans. 
The sides expressed readiness for 
close interaction on significant is-
sues in the context of Kazakhstan’s 
current membership on the UN 
Security Council and Romania’s 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union (EU) in 2019.

The sides welcomed regular 
meetings of the Kazakh-Romanian 

intergovernmental commission 
on trade, economic, scientific and 
technical cooperation.

“We congratulate Kazakhstan 
on its election as a non-permanent 
member of the UN Security Coun-
cil and hosting the EXPO 2017 in-
ternational exhibition on the theme 
of Future Energy. These are the 
outstanding achievements of your 
country. Over 25 years of independ-
ence, Kazakhstan has become a re-
spected member of the international 
community. Romania intends to 
strengthen political dialogue, eco-
nomic cooperation and cultural ties 
with Kazakhstan,” said Meleşcanu.

He added the two countries’ di-
verse economies and trade should 
become a key component of coop-
eration.

According to Meleşcanu, Ka-
zakhstan is the EU’s most ad-
vanced partner in Central Asia and 
the Romanian parliament recently 
ratified the on Enhanced Partner-
ship and Cooperation Agreement 
between the EU and Kazakhstan.

“I am glad that my visit brought 
concrete results. We signed a bilat-
eral document, a joint statement on 
the occasion of the 25th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-

matic relations, and today we will 
sign an agreement on cooperation 
between the Romanian Chamber 
of Commerce and the Atameken 
National Chamber of Entrepre-
neurs. Kazakhstan is Romania’s 
most important partner in Central 
Asia,” said Meleşcanu.

He then presented Abdra-
khmanov with an official invita-
tion to visit Romania.

After the talks, the Romanian 
delegation visited the expo to par-
ticipate in its National Day. The 
event included a performance by 
pan flute master, musician, artist, 
poet and Knight of France, Bel-
gium and Luxembourg Gheorghe 
Zamfir and folk dances performed 
by the Dacia Romanian Cultural 
Centre from Karaganda.

Meleşcanu also met with Ka-
zakh Parliament Senate Deputy 
Chairperson Sergei Gromov and 
travelled to the Karaganda region, 
where he met with Akim (Gover-
nor) Yerlan Koshanov and visited 
the Dacia Romanian Cultural Cen-
tre and a memorial complex in the 
village of Spassk where Romanian 
World War II soldiers, taken pris-
oner during battles on the eastern 
front,  are buried.

Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to 
Uzbekistan Yerik Utembayev 
met Aug. 3 with Chairman of the 
Uzbek Supreme Court Kozimjon 
Kamilov in Tashkent to discuss 
preparations for the 12th meeting 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation Supreme Court chair-
men scheduled for Oct. 25-27 in 
Tashkent, according to inform.
kz. During the meeting, the Ka-
zakh diplomat briefed Kamilov 
on the reforms in Kazakhstan’s 
law enforcement and judicial sys-
tem that are being implemented 
in accordance with the 100 Con-
crete Steps programme to enact 
its five institutional reforms ini-
tiative. Kamilov, in turn, touched 
upon Uzbekistan’s legislative 
reforms envisaged by the Action 
Strategy for Five Priority Ar-
eas in Uzbekistan’s Development 
for 2017-2021. Utembayev also 
thanked Kamilov for the invita-
tion and warm welcome and sug-
gested strengthening bilateral co-
operation in the judiciary sector, 
including exchanging experience 
followed by the signing of a mem-
orandum and joint action plan. 

The Eurasian Symphony Or-
chestra led by well-known Ka-
zakh musician Aiman Mus-
sakhajayeva performed Aug. 3 in 
Frankfurt-am-Main. The concert 
marked the 25th anniversary of 
Kazakh-German diplomatic rela-
tions and welcomed Kazakh and 
German diplomats and represent-
atives of business and art circles. 
The orchestra performed not only 
masterpieces of world classics, 
but also Kazakh national compo-
sitions. Young Kazakh composer 
and musician Rakhat-Bi Ab-
dysagin, who has written over 100 
compositions, presented his new 
work, “Echoes of Romanticism.” 
According to Mussakhajayeva, 
the orchestra is now planning to 
organise a series of concerts in 
America, Europe and Asia. 

Kazakh melons grown pre-
dominantly in South Kazakhstan 
will be supplied to Latvia, Bela-
rus and Russia. The export vol-
ume of melons equalled 224,000 
tonnes this year. Entrepreneurs 
plant the fruits steadily starting in 
the spring, and are able to harvest 
them throughout the year. Farm-
ers have had a good harvest this 
year due to heavy spring rains and 
an increase in cultivated areas. 
Advanced equipment also helped 
the harvesting processes. Farm-
ers believe this benefits not only 
them, but also the economy of the 
whole region. 

Kazakhstan presented its anti-
nuclear initiatives in Tokyo as part 
of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) forum, 
which gathered delegations from 
26 countries in Southeast Asia, 
the Asia Pacific region and the 
Middle East, as well as interna-
tional organisations, according to 
inform.kz. Japanese Deputy For-
eign Minister Kiyoshi Odawara 
commended joint efforts by Ka-
zakhstan and Japan as co-chairs 
of the Conference on Facilitating 
the Entry into Force of the CTBT, 
which is more commonly known 
as the Article XIV conference. He 
also marked the significant contri-
butions of Kazakhstan and Japan 
in nuclear non-proliferation. Am-
bassador of Kazakhstan to Japan 
Yerlan Baudarbek-Kozhatayev 
highlighted Kazakhstan’s global 
initiatives in this field as well as 
in regional and global security in 
general, in particular President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s manifes-
to “The World. The 21st Century” 
and The ATOM Project. 

Kazakhstan will launch a sup-
ply of electric locomotives to 
Azerbaijan this year, according 
to Kazakh TV. Azerbaijan previ-
ously purchased 10 Kazakh loco-
motives. The two countries wit-
nessed a four percent increase in 
trade volumes between January 
and June 2017, compared to last 
year. The sides developed a road 
map to strengthen and expand bi-
lateral cooperation in this field. 
Kazakhstan also intends to supply 
its domestically made electric lo-
comotives to Georgia, after over-
coming the logistical issues the 
distance between the two coun-
tries creates.
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Abdrakhmanov briefed the re-
elected Iranian President on prepa-
rations for the first Summit of the 
Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) on Science and Technol-
ogy, to be held Sept. 10-11 in Asta-
na. He invited Rouhani on behalf of 
the Kazakh President to take part in 
this event, which is considered im-
portant for the whole Islamic world.

“President Nazarbayev and I have 
personal friendly relations and full 
mutual understanding. The leader of 
Kazakhstan is a very respected per-
son in the world; he does a lot for the 
whole region,” Rouhani said.

He welcomed the OIC Sum-
mit on Science and Technology in 
Astana and confirmed Iran’s inten-
tion to participate in the event. He 
also stressed the need to cooperate 
in the fight against terrorism and 
to curb its spread as terrorists are 
chased out of Iraq and Syria.

Rouhani highlighted Iran’s readi-
ness to cooperate closely with Ka-
zakhstan on all joint economic 
projects, including operations in 
the oil industry, the development 
of the Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-

Iran railroad, the establishment of 
sea freight and passenger trans-
portation in the Caspian Sea and 
in agriculture. The Caspian states’ 
cooperation in trade, shipping and 

ecology is developing at a good 
pace. According to Rouhani, the le-
gal status of the Caspian Sea is the 
only issue that needs a joint resolu-
tion by all the states involved.

Abdrakhmanov had a more de-
tailed discussion concerning bi-
lateral cooperation with his coun-
terpart, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, whom 
he met one day earlier. Currently, 
there are 21 investment projects 
worth several hundred million dol-
lars in joint development. Cooper-
ation in transportation and logistics 
will be facilitated by the prompt 
opening of the Kazakh consulate 
in the Iranian port city of Bandar 
Abbas, which has already been 
agreed upon by the two states.

Zarif stressed that Kazakhstan is 
an exceptionally important friend 
and neighbour for Iran. Mutual visits 
at the highest level last year signifi-
cantly advanced bilateral relations. 
Nazarbayev is deeply respected 
by Iran for his role in regional and 
international affairs. Kazakhstan, 
according to Zarif, played an im-
portant role in the achievement and 
implementation of the 2015 Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action on 
the Iranian nuclear program, and 
Iran hopes for Kazakhstan’s further 
active participation in the process. 
The Iranian minister also touched 
upon providing a simplified visa re-

gime for entrepreneurs, increasing 
tourist exchanges and establishing 
interbank connections.

During the talks, the sides ex-
changed views on various inter-
national issues, including prepa-
rations for the next round of the 
Astana Process on Syria, sched-
uled for late August, the situation 
in the Middle East and intra-Islam-
ic rapprochement initiatives.

During his visit to Tehran, Abdra-
khmanov also held consultations 
with major Iranian business repre-
sentatives working in Kazakhstan 
or intending to invest there. The 
minister briefed them on the meas-
ures of the Kazakh government 
aimed at strengthening economic 
diplomacy and attracting inves-
tors to the priority sectors of the 
economy. Iranian business repre-
sentatives touched upon issues they 
said need to be addressed in order 
to build up trade and economic ties 
between Kazakhstan and Iran.

See an interview on Iran with 
Dr. Sanat Kushkumbayev, Dep-
uty Director of the Kazakhstan 
Institute for Strategic Studies on 
Page A7.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (R) welcomes Kazakh Foreign Minister 
Kairat Abdrakhmanov in Tehran on Aug. 5.

Kyrgyz election – what it could portend for Central Asia
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Perhaps one of the 
most anticipated and unpredict-
able intrigues of the year in Cen-
tral Asia is the Oct. 15 election in 
the Kyrgyz Republic, a country of 
slightly more than six million peo-
ple.

Fifty-nine candidates have been 
registered – 11 from political par-
ties and 48 self-nominated, ac-
cording to the Kyrgyz central elec-
tion commission. The questions 
region watchers tend to ask are 
who will become the next leader, 
what can change in Central Asia 
once the new Kyrgyz president is 
elected and what this will mean for 
the outside world?

Current President Almazbek 
Atambayev, who is not allowed 
to run for another term under the 
2010 constitution, repeatedly stat-
ed he will stay in power in one way 
or another after his tenure, prompt-
ing speculation of him having 
reached some understanding with 
the leading candidates.

While there is no clear leader 
in the race for president, former 
Prime Minister Omurbek Babanov, 
with his financial resources, and 
current Prime Minister Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov, with his administrative 
resources, are thought to be ahead 
of the rest.

Babanov is very well-known 
amongst the so-called northern 
ranks of politicians and elites. His 
political ambitions, pragmatism 
and thirst for profit have earned 
him the reputation of a tough busi-
nessperson few would want to 
cross paths with.

Jeenbekov has been enjoying 
friendly relations with Atam-
bayev for years. His July 15 
statement “I am ready to be the 
President,” spoken when he was 
unanimously named as the can-
didate by his Social-Democratic 

Party of the Kyrgyz Republic 
(SDPK), sounded like a confi-
dent assertion.

The expert community, howev-
er, believes Jeenbekov, who hails 
from the southern part of Kyr-
gyzstan, will face resistance from 
northern elites. Both after the 2005 

and 2010 coups, the relations be-
tween southern and northern poli-
ticians are still sour.

There is no clear indication yet 
of who will be the frontrunner.

Time to turn the page, 
Central Asia?

Director of Eurasian Council for 
Foreign Affairs (ECFA) Zhanbolat 
Ussenov believes whoever comes 
to power in Bishkek will better the 
relations within Central Asia.

“I would expect that the up-
coming election will have a posi-
tive effect on the overall political 
climate in the region,” he told 
The Astana Times in an exclusive 
interview.

“It is particularly so with regard 
to Kyrgyz-Uzbek relations. Since 

last December, [Uzbek President] 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev brought new 
hope for Uzbekistan’s somewhat 
strained relations with some of 
its neighbours. Soon, his counter-
parts in Bishkek will have a new 
presidential team with a fresh 
mandate from the Kyrgyz public, 
not a lame duck administration 
which is rarely able to deliver 
something bold and ambitious in 
any political circumstances and 
in any country. So, new major 
openings along Kyrgyz-Uzbek 
lines could be expected and those 
developments should have a posi-
tive effect on regional affairs,” he 
said.

Speaking of Kazakh-Kyrgyz re-
lations, Ussenov believes they will 
“naturally grow with time.”

“And it is not only for cul-
tural or geographical reasons. 
Kazakhstan – a net raw material 
exporter – is more compatible, 
trade-wise, with the Kyrgyz pro-
cessing-based economy than it is 
with other Central Asian coun-
tries whose extractive indus-
tries are more of a competition 
to Kazakh exports. Therefore, 
I believe that the change of top 
political personnel in the Kyrgyz 
Republic may shift the pace of 
growing cooperation upwards or 
downwards, but cannot overturn 
the overall strategic drive to en-
hance exchange and cooperation 

between the two countries,” he 
added.

The great game is back 
on… not?

Political scientist Ariel Cohen, 
a non-resident senior fellow at the 
Washington-based Atlantic Council 
and director at the Centre for Ener-
gy, Natural Resources and Geopoli-
tics at the Institute for the Analysis 
of Global Security, in one of his re-
cent articles, “America’s next secu-
rity competition will be in Central 
Asia,” urges the Trump administra-
tion to not remain a bystander to the 
various trends taking place here.

“Today, Central Eurasia is un-
dergoing another broad transfor-
mation, one that may lead to re-
gional cooperation and growth,” 
he said. “Unfortunately, the U.S., 
distracted by Washington scan-
dals, Russia investigations, the 
healthcare debacle and a myriad of 
foreign policy crises, may miss the 
boat – but it had better not.”

“With the China-Russia collabo-
ration, the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation expansion and the 
Beijing-led One Belt, One Road 
reformatting Eurasia as we know 
it, the U.S. cannot afford to just 
sit and look on from the bleachers. 
It needs to get onto the field and 
play,” he added.

Kazakh FM attends inauguration of Iranian President
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Kazakh bank merger to boost 
modernisation, say experts

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Bank consumers are 
becoming pickier, requiring a wide 
range of services provided online in-
stantly. Unfortunately, Kazakh banks 
can’t keep pace with Russian finan-
cial institutions, let alone Western 
ones. Experts believe a bank merger, 
which seems to be unavoidable, can 
help to modernise them and make 
them more competitive.

Consumers want digital banks to 
be a complete, customisable, inter-
active function of their financial life, 
according to a report by Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
Customers also want to manage all 
their accounts, deposits, loans, deals, 
periodic payments, pension contribu-
tions, savings and securities. Clients 
no longer want to deal with paper-
work and need the bank to recognise 
them immediately and promptly of-
fer personalised products. Experts 
are sure customers will choose banks 
able to provide such services.

Eastern European and Russian 
banks are behind Western banks, 
they add. Kazakh banks need at least 
three years’ development to draw 
level with Western banks, accord-
ing to Misys Global Regional Direc-

tor Theo Simons. He added Kazakh 
banks have problems with sup-
port from different systems which 
haven’t been integrated with each 
other, according to Forbes.kz.

“Operating Internet banks don’t 
satisfy the requirements of clients. 
All second-tier banks need transfor-
mation and have to organise their 
own business processes in accord-
ance with customers’ interests,” he 
said.

“But not everything is so bad; there 
are some positive moments. For ex-
ample, Altyn Bank makes very inter-
esting, up-to-date things related to re-
mote channels, but these innovations 
have nothing to do with the renova-
tion of existing back-office and trans-
actional systems,” he added.

Halyk Bank IT Department Di-
rector Mikhail Kablashev indicated 
there is no need to create a single 
system for all bank processes and 
products.

“That is why we use a number of 
solutions from such companies as 
OpenWay, Colvir and BSS. Also, 
we create our own systems as 
well,” he said.

Kaspi bank is also focusing on in-
novative digital services.

“Our main advantage is an ability 
to create innovative services that our 

customers love. We first of all an-
swer the question ‘what do we want 
to do?’ and only after that do we ask 
ourselves ‘how.’ We use the best 
technological solutions in the world. 
We have the best professionals. This 
combination makes it possible to cre-
ate services that improve the lives of 
customers,” according to the bank’s 
press service.

Experts consider a bank merger 
and adopting new strategies to devel-
op their IT platforms will make them 
competitive. Purification through re-
newal will improve the market.

“A bank merger is a natural pro-
cess. After it, credit institutions will 
be able to afford the transformation, 
increase operational efficiency and 
find a compromise between the re-
quirements of shareholders and the 
regulator, which is welcomed by Na-
tional Bank and its customers,” said 
Simons.

“The processes give managers and 
owners of banks an excellent oppor-
tunity to transform their financial in-
stitutions towards full-fledged digi-
talisation. So, the merger is not just 
the ‘addition’ of two banks, but the 
prospect of choosing a new develop-
ment strategy for the next five-six 
years to remain the locomotives of 
the entire economy,” he added.

Rail cargo transportation grows 13 
percent in first six months of 2017

By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – Kazakh rail cargo 
transportation grew 13 percent in 
the first half of 2017 compared to 
the same period of 2016, reaching 
128 million tonnes, announced the 
Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ) 
national railway company during a 
July 27 meeting to summarise the 
results of the first half of 2017 and 
outline priorities for the second 
half.

The growth is due primarily to 
such popular cargo as coal, col-
oured ore, scrap of ferrous metals 
and chemicals. Export traffic vol-
ume increased 12 percent, whereas 
imports grew 23 percent.

The main outcomes of the first 
half of the year are that the cost 
price and general expenses of the 
company decreased 3.2 and 8.7 
percent respectively. Net income 
amounted to more than 3 billion 
tenge (US$9.2 million) and the 
financial results were better than 
projected.

One of the key activities of the 
company is to develop transit traf-
fic. Over the six months of this year, 
container shipments grew 49 per-

cent compared to the same period 
last year. China-to-Europe transit 
cargo transportation through the 
territory of Kazakhstan increased 
twofold from 36,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) to 73,100 
TEUs. The company also hopes to 
improve the quality of services on 
the trans-Kazakhstan routes by en-
larging the container fleet, increas-
ing cargo flows through the port of 
Lianyungang and the Dry Port of 
the Khorgos-Eastern Gate special 
economic zone and creating a trans-
port and logistics centres network.

The company also plans to in-
troduce in all stations before the 
end of the year an electronic docu-
ment registration procedure called 
“Contractual and commercial 
work,” which will automate con-
trol systems. Plans also include 
improving the technology of de-
livering goods, providing services 
to each consignor and developing 
infrastructure.

KTZ has already modernised 
320 kilometres of the 659 kilome-
tres of track it hopes to modernise 
this year.

Ministry of Agriculture develops map 
of agro processing enterprise locations

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – The Kazakh Minis-
try of Agriculture has developed a 
map of its agro processing enter-
prise locations in order to boost 
the sector’s growth and increase 
import substitution, according to 
the statement of Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Agri-
culture Askar Myrzakhmetov at a 
July 25 government meeting. The 
project requires 112.1 billion tenge 
(US$343.1 million).

Agricultural efficiency depends 
on agro processing, as it forms de-
mand for agricultural products and 
increases its added value, he said. 
Developing this sphere will ensure 
achieving a given average annual 
gross output growth rate of 5.3 
percent within the third moderni-
sation of the economy.

“Taking into account the high 
share of imports, under-loaded 
capacities and raw materials po-
tential, nine priority types of pro-
cessing are identified which are 

represented by 435 enterprises. 
Those are processing milk, meat, 
skins and wool, oilseeds and grain 
crops, fruits and vegetables, sugar 
beets and potatoes, for which a 
clear map of the location of agro 
processing enterprises was devel-
oped, including for each region in 
the context of districts,” said Myr-
zakhmetov.

Agro processing will contribute 
50 percent to the average annual 
gross output growth. At the same 
time, processing agricultural prod-
ucts will contribute 1.4 percent to 
the growth of crop production, as 
well as 1.2 percent to livestock 
products. Agro processing will 
increase labour productivity in 
the agro-industrial complex to the 
18.6 percent achieved in 2016 and 
reduce imports from 32 percent to 
25 percent.

New enterprise construction is 
planned mainly in the South Ka-
zakhstan, Almaty, Pavlodar, West 
Kazakhstan and Aktobe regions, 
since these regions have raw ma-
terial potential and existing plants. 

Due to their loading, however, 
they are not able to provide the re-
quired processing level.

“According to our calculations, 
taking into account the minimi-
sation of all expenses, the total 
need for state support for the im-
plementation of the map for four 
years will amount to 112.1 billion 
tenge (US$343.1 million). To im-
plement the programmes of subsi-
dising interest rates, the structural 
unit of KazAgro, KazAgroGarant, 
was defined as a single opera-
tor which will coordinate all is-
sues of interaction with financial 
institutions. And for investment 
subsidies, the implementation of 
programmes will be carried out 
within the existing rules through 
akimats (regional administra-
tions). If necessary, the existing 
mechanism of the regional coor-
dinating councils will be used to 
consider and justify agro process-
ing projects,” said Myrzakhme-
tov.

Funding to implement the map 
will be provided through invest-

ment subsidies, as well as subsi-
dising interest rates on loans for 
fixed and working capital. As a 
result, implementing the map will 
increase the gross production of 
processed products from 1.9 tril-
lion tenge (US$5.8 billion) to 3 
trillion tenge (US$9.1 billion) and 
create 7,000 jobs, he added.

The project has three consecu-
tive principles, including loading 
the existing capacities of the 435 
enterprises by providing access 

to loans to replenish current as-
sets, as well as organising the col-
lection of raw materials through 
cooperatives and modernising 80 
operating enterprises to increase 
competitiveness and for the effec-
tive use of existing production fa-
cilities. In addition, 79 processing 
enterprises, mostly small, will be 
constructed in those regions where 
there are raw materials and exist-
ing processing enterprises are too 
remote.

Continued from Page A1

“The tenge demonstrates de-
preciation compared to foreign 
currencies. Apart from oil prices, 
the currency rate is impacted by 
the combination of fundamental 
factors: forex rate of countries 
that are the main trading partners, 
balance of payments, level of in-
flation, base rate of the National 
Bank, world interest rates and oth-
ers. However, the tenge rate and an 
increase in volatility in the short 
term can be influenced by a range 
of factors, including a sudden 
change of expectations of market 
participants,” she noted.

According to her, the current dy-
namics of tenge rate is firstly ex-
plained by expectations about the 
negative impact of the U.S. addi-
tional sanctions against the Russian 
Federation and uncertainty about 
possible future developments and 
relevant dynamics of the Russian 
ruble. Moreover, certain specula-
tive mass media comments fuel 
rush demand on U.S. dollars.

“The National Bank remains 
committed to tenge’s floating ex-
change rate and does not target a 
specific level of exchange rate. 
The National Bank reserves the 
right to make interventions in case 
of sharp and destabilising spikes of 
the exchange rate. It is set through 
the participation of second tier 
banks under market conditions, on 
the basis of demand and supply in 
the currency market,” Moldabe-
kova pointed out.

She highlighted that the ex-
change rate fluctuations presup-
pose changes both in one and in 
the opposite direction, depending 
on the combination of fundamental 
and short-term factors.

“Considering that the current 
dynamics of the exchange rate has 
largely resulted from speculative 
factors, the National Bank does 
not see the rationale in purchasing 
foreign currency from the popula-
tion,” concluded the representative 
of the regulator.

Trends are positive
As for oil prices as one of the 

crucial factors influencing the 
tenge rate, despite some decrease, 
the October futures price for Brent 
crude oil remains above $50 per 
barrel, which was repeatedly 
called relatively comfortable in 
Kazakhstan.

In turn, the preliminary assess-
ment of Kazakhstan’s balance of 
payments over the first half of 2017 
published Aug. 1 by the National 
Bank also demonstrated an im-
provement in the macroeconomic 
picture of the country. According 

to the regulator, the current defi-
cit in the balance of payments de-
creased by 30.5 percent in the first 
6 months and amounted to $2.6 
billion. The National Bank named 
the increase in global oil prices 
and the launch of production at 
the Kashagan field among the fac-
tors that ensured export revenues 
growth. World prices on Brent 
crude oil on average were $52.2 
per barrel in the first half of 2017, 
compared to $40.2 on average in 
the first half of 2016. As a result, 
the trade surplus almost doubled 
– from $4.6 billion to $8.6 billion.

Last week, the Moody’s interna-
tional rating agency upgraded Ka-
zakhstan’s outlook from “negative” 
to “stable.” The agency explained 
the improvement of the country’s 
creditworthiness by the fact that, in 
its opinion, Kazakhstan’s economy 
has managed to adapt after the 
sharp decline in oil prices.

In the meantime, despite favour-
able macroeconomic prerequisites, 
participants of the financial market 
note that fluctuations of the tenge 
rate, which is freely floating, are 
possible.

“Currently, the national currency 
is freely floating and its rate is quite 
volatile. There are no attempts 
of any kind to fix the tenge’s ex-
change rate against the US dollar 
made by the National Bank or the 
government. For today, the state 
is not spending currency or other 
means to maintain the exchange 
rate as it was before, tenge was 
actually released in free floating,” 
said the member of the Manage-
ment Board of Halyk Finance Mu-
rat Temirkhanov last week.

He reminded that the tenge’s 
exchange rate is fundamentally in-
fluenced by two main factors – oil 
price and ruble to dollar rate.

“This is obvious, because the 
country’s balance of payments is 
heavily reliant on oil export. It also 
significantly depends on imports 
from Russia that mainly pays in 
rubles,” Temirkhanov added.

“In general, Kazakhstan’s econ-
omy is in good shape this year. 
GDP in the first half showed unex-
pectedly large growth. The balance 
of payments is also in good state 
and there are no negative trends 
related to it. The deficit of the na-
tional budget is less than the fig-
ures planned by the government, 
and there are no signs of its sharp 
deterioration by the end of the 
year. There is no pressure on the 
currency reserves of the National 
Bank and the National Fund, and 
their level is so high that they can 
easily absorb any external and in-
ternal short term financial shocks,” 
he concluded.

A tax credit will be introduced 
in Kazakhstan and businesspersons 
can pay the commission gradually, 
reported 24.kz. The document is pri-
marily aimed at protecting the inter-
ests of taxpayers, allowing them to 
be fairly considered in tax disputes, 
according to First Vice Minister of 
National Economy Ruslan Dale-
nov. Some of the inspections will 
be outsourced and business should 
be checked by the business, he said. 
Fees for auctions and the use of 
shipping and waterways will also 
be cancelled. “The enterprise opens, 
it receives revenue and it expects 
profit. In the future, it has to pay 
taxes, but it cannot cope with it. In 
such cases, tax obligations are left 
for the future. We envisage a new 
mechanism, a tax credit,” he added.

Compared to the same period last 
year, imports decreased from Jan-
uary-May for 11 major food prod-
ucts consisting of 29 items, reported 
24.kz. Mutton fell 65 percent, onions 
– 46 percent, cabbage – 22 percent, 
cereals – 20 percent, fermented milk 
products – 18 percent, butter – 17 
percent, wheat flour – 14 percent, 
processed milk – 13 percent, vegeta-
ble oil, cheese and cottage cheese – 
10 percent and beetroot – 5 percent. 
The decrease in imports referred to 
38 percent of consumed food prod-
ucts. Decreases were also recorded 
in the import share in domestic con-
sumption of basic food products: 
butter fell 5.7 percent, fish – 5.6 
percent, vegetable oil – 3.4 percent, 
poultry meat – 2.7 percent, cereals – 
2.4 percent, fermented milk products 
– 2.3 percent, processed cheese and 
cottage cheese – 0.7 percent and milk 
– 0.1 percent. Accordingly, these 
products show production growth 
and gradual import substitution.

Local residents and citizens of 
other countries working in Ka-
zakhstan continue to increase the 
pace of remittances abroad, re-
storing the intensity to 2015 lev-
els, reported ranking.kz. During 
the first six months, 203.3 billion 
tenge (US$604.6 million) was sent 
abroad through various money 
transfer systems, 25.8 percent 
more than January-June of the pre-
vious year. The number of transfers 
reached 1.2 million transactions, 
21 percent higher than a year ago. 
During the first half of 2016, the 
number of money transfers abroad 
was fewer than one million trans-
actions, a decrease of 15.1 percent. 
The average transfer amount grew 
only 4 percent to 175,500 tenge 
(US$521.9) per transaction.

The idea of promoting Kazakh 
agricultural products to foreign 
markets under a single brand is be-
ing actively studied, according to 
First Vice Minister for Investments 
and Development Alik Aidarbayev, 
reported abctv.kz. “With the Min-
istry of Agriculture, we will create 
and register three brands for the 
promotion of meat products, in-
cluding KazMeat, Qazaq Organic 
Food and Halal Kazakhstan. In 
general, agricultural production 
has great potential; we do not use 
it to the end. Kazakh agricultural 
producers will be able to use this 
brand and promote their products 
abroad. For this purpose, these 
brands are being created,” he said 
at a press conference. Aidarbayev 
added there are plans to implement 
a range of measures to promote Ka-
zakh products in foreign markets.

A large poultry farm is under 
construction in the Bulandy district 
of the Akmola region, 24.kz re-
ports. The ambitious project costs 
45 billion tenge (US$135.9 mil-
lion). The plant with the capacity of 
50,000 tonnes of finished products 
a year was included in the list of in-
novative enterprises being built as 
part of the implementation of the 
Plan of the Nation. The facility is 
supposed to be commissioned by 
the end of next year. According to 
the project developers, the launch 
of the poultry farm will contribute 
to ensuring food security not only 
in Astana, båut also in other major 
Kazakh cities. Finished products of 
the plant will be supplied to super-
markets of neighbouring regions 
and countries. According to the 
local administration, in addition 
to billions of tax revenues to the 
budget, the opening of production 
will create another 800 new jobs in 
the region.

Tenge exchange rate 
fluctuates, draws 

increased attention
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Yelena Kondakova

Entrepreneur develops Kazakh foods stores in Russia
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Five years ago, Ye-
lena Kondakova founded Baursak, 
a shop in Russia featuring Kazakh 
goods. Her business became a 
huge success and now there are 
eight stores, including one fran-
chise. The entrepreneur plans to 
develop a network of up to 300 
stores throughout the country.

Kondakova devised the idea 
after realising her trips home of-
ten ended by packing her bags 
with Kazakh items.

“I lived in Kazakhstan for 16 
years and then returned to Mos-
cow, Russia. I was often visiting 
my parents [in Kazakhstan] and 
was taking suitcases of products 
back with me. Also, I used to ask 
my relatives to send me tea, pasta 

and sweets, because, as I think, 
everything in Kazakhstan is tasty 
and has good quality. In Moscow, 
there are almost no such things,” 
said Kondakova in an interview 
with The Astana Times.

The stores are currently locat-
ed in Moscow and towns of the 
Moscow region, such as Podol-
sk, Balashikha and Krasnogorsk. 
The main shoppers are those 
looking for a taste of home.

“A large number of immigrants 
from Kazakhstan live in Moscow 
and its region or temporarily live 
and work in the country. Many 
of them feel nostalgic. Also, 
Moscow residents really like 
products from Kazakhstan, since 
their quality is much better than 
Russian ones,” she said.  

The Baursak chain sells 1,800 
products from 35 Kazakh man-

ufacturers such as DEP, Expo 
Food, Azamat, Almaty Prod-
uct, Bayan Sulu, Beles, Imanov 

Products, Karat, Konfetky-Bara-
nochki, Kammy, Liya, Melodiya 
Vkusa, Bizhan, Kubley, Omega 
Spices, Petropavlovsky Konditer, 
Raduga, Rakhat, Semipalatinsk 
MPZ, Smak, Sultan Marketing, 
Tsesna, Tea House, Piala, Tea 
Centre, Elsyor, Daulet Bekket, 
Rudnensky Tan and Aral Tuz.

The prices are higher compared 
to Kazakhstan, said Kondakova, 
since they include logistics costs 
and value added tax (VAT) on 
imports. Rent is also very expen-
sive. In one of her earlier inter-
views, she noted the annual turn-
over is approximately 50 million 
roubles (US$836,000).

“Demand is growing more 
and more every year. One of our 
main rules is to sell products ex-
clusively from Kazakhstan. We 
plan to open new stores, but we 

also offer a franchise to every-
one who wants to trade under 
our brand. Baursak is gradually 
becoming a brand. People are al-
ready looking for us not only as 
the products from Kazakhstan, 
but for our name,” she said.

The Kazakh Trade Represen-
tation in Russia and Kazakh 
Embassy are also working to 
promote Kazakh goods on the 
Russian market.

“Our products, I must say, are 
in demand. There are very good 
dynamics in terms of demand 
and sales volume. I hope Kazakh 
entrepreneurs use modern op-
portunities to enter the Russian 
market and the trade mission is 
ready to contribute to this,” said 
Deputy Trade Representative of 
Kazakhstan in Russia Gulzhan 
Bodukova.

Bank of Astana 
named country’s 
Best Consumer 
Digital Bank

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Global Finance 
has named Bank of Astana as 
Kazakhstan’s Best Consumer 
Digital Bank. The financial insti-
tution was among the first round 
of winners in the upcoming 2017 
World’s Best Consumer Digital 
Banks awards, which will deter-
mine regional leaders.

Bank of Astana has issued 
more than 350,000 cards and 
develops remote sales channels, 
said chairperson of the board 
Iskender Mailibayev. More than 
80 percent of card applications 
come via digital channels, with-
out visiting the office, he added. 
By the end of the year, the num-
ber of payment cards is expected 
to reach 500,000.

“The bank pays great attention 
to cooperation with international-
ly-recognised international lead-
ers, such as Warner Bros., War-
gaming and Rovio Studio. Not so 
long ago, we successfully started 
an IPO that attracted more than 
1,700 new private investors, ex-
ceeding the subscription from 2.5 
billion tenge (US$7.6 million) to 
6.5 billion tenge (US$19.9 mil-
lion), which shows a high level of 
confidence in our financial insti-
tution. Digitalisation is the only 
correct vector of development, 
which we defined for ourselves a 
few years ago,” said Mailibayev.

“Digital banking is here to stay 
and this year’s winners illustrate 
the importance of relentless inno-
vation in products, systems and 

services,” said Global Finance 
publisher and editorial direc-
tor Joseph D. Giarraputo. “Cor-
porate and retail clients expect 
transformative new solutions and 
this year’s winners consistently 
deliver on those expectations.”

Bank of Astana has stood in the 
same line with global banks such 
as HSBC, Citi, DBS and Stand-
ard Chartered.

The winners were chosen 
among entries evaluated by a 
world-class panel of judges at In-
fosys, a global leader in consult-
ing, technology and outsourcing. 
Editors at Global Finance were 
responsible for the final selection 
of the first round’s winners, ac-
cording to a press release.

The winning banks were se-
lected based on criteria such as 
strength of strategy for attracting 
and servicing digital customers, 
success in getting clients to use 
digital offerings, growth of digi-
tal customers, breadth of product 
offerings, evidence of tangible 
benefits gained from digital ini-
tiatives and web/mobile site de-
sign and functionality.

Global Finance, founded in 
1987, has readers in 193 coun-
tries. The audience includes 
senior corporate and financial 
officers responsible for making 
investment and strategic deci-
sions at multinational compa-
nies and financial institutions. 
The publication, headquartered 
in New York with offices around 
the world, regularly selects the 
leaders among banks and other 
providers of financial services.

Ministry of Agriculture to launch 
more than 30 small dairies

Staff Report

ASTANA – The Kazakh Min-
istry of Agriculture has revealed 
plans to create 31 dairies within 
the development of small-scale 
agricultural processing enterpris-
es, said Vice Minister of Agricul-
ture Gulmira Issayeva.

“The ministry pays special at-
tention to the development of 
small processing enterprises; 
there are plans to create 31 mini-
centres for milk processing, so-
called cheese-making centres. 
Also, our programmes cover 892 
centres for raw materials pro-
cessing, including 821 for live-
stock products, 71 for crop pro-
duction,” said Issayeva.

She added that the develop-
ment of agro processing will 
involve all industry tools, such 
as promotion of processed prod-

ucts through the Export Centre, 
as well as diversification in crop 
production for the production of 
demanded raw materials.

The Ministry of Agriculture has 

formed a database of processing 
enterprises, which includes data 
on the current status, commis-
sioning time, capacity, type of 
equipment, loading and produc-

tion volumes. Now, according 
to the database, there are 1,345 
active processing enterprises in 
Kazakhstan.

The ministry has developed 

a map of the location of agro-
processing enterprises for 2018-
2021.

Agricultural efficiency de-
pends on agro processing, as it 
forms the demand for agricul-
tural products and increases its 
added value, said Minister of Ag-
riculture Askar Myrzakhmetov 
on July 25.

“Taking into account the high 
share of imports, under loaded 
capacities and raw materials po-
tential, nine priority types of pro-
cessing are identified, which are 
represented by 435 enterprises. 
Those are processing of milk, 
meat, skins and wool, oilseeds 
and grain crops, fruits and veg-
etables, sugar beets and potatoes, 
for which a clear map of the lo-
cation of agro-processing enter-
prises was developed, including 
for each region, in the context of 
districts,” said Myrzakhmetov.

Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ) 
national railway company and Air 
Astana will create a cargo trans-
portation company by the end of 
the year, First Deputy Minister 
for Investments and Development 
Alik Aidarbayev told a press con-
ference at the government, accord-
ing to kapital.kz. “In any country, 
in addition to passenger transpor-
tation, there are many companies 
that are engaged in freight trans-
portation [by air]. Until today we 
had no such company in Kazakh-
stan. And now the decision is made 
that KTZ together with Air Astana 
will create it. This is a new compa-
ny, it will only be established this 
year, and today KTZ is looking 
for a partner who will work in this 
direction. Our plans until the end 
of the year are to create this com-
pany and attract or acquire at least 
two aircraft to start this work,” he 
added. According to him, flows of 
transit cargo are increasing in Ka-
zakhstan, huge amounts of money 
from the budget are invested in the 
development of transport infra-
structure. And, of course, as roads, 
railways and air harbours develop, 
there will be a need to enhance the 
entire infrastructure with logistics 
centres and carrier companies.

The pharmaceutical compa-
ny Abdi Ibrahim Global Pharm 
(AIGP) launched a large invest-
ment project in Kazakhstan in 
2012 to build a pharmaceutical 
plant. A total of $30 million was 
invested in the construction, ac-
cording to the press service of the 
company. The enterprise provided 
jobs for 200 people. The produc-
tion capacity is 1.5 billion pills or 
capsules. The plant produces more 
than 100 types of drugs. This year, 
AIGP exported its first finished 
products to Afghanistan, Azerbai-
jan and Georgia. In the medium 
term, the company aims to export 
medicines from Kazakhstan to the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU).

The National Bank of Kazakh-
stan announced the suspension of 
the license for accepting deposits 
and opening bank accounts for in-
dividuals and legal entities at Delta 
Bank, according to inform.kz. This 
decision was taken by the National 
Bank as part of its supervisory re-
sponse to certain violations of the 
requirements of banking legisla-
tion and the need to improve inter-
nal control systems for a systematic 
improper performance of contrac-
tual obligations for payment and 
transfer operations and systematic 
violation prudential standards and 
(or) other mandatory standards and 
limits, reads the statement. As of 
July 1, 2017, the amount of accept-
ed deposits of individuals of Delta 
Bank JSC is 250 million tenge 
(US$746,000), and deposits of le-
gal entities amount to 85.6 billion 
tenge (US$255 million). The share 
of the bank’s deposit portfolio is 
0.5 percent of the total volume of 
deposits of the banking system.

Kazakhstan has started the im-
plementation of a programme to 
introduce new technologies into 
start-ups, reported khabar.kz. It 
is intended to help entrepreneurs 
reduce costs and bring consumers 
quality, inexpensive products. Ac-
cording to Chair of the Board of the 
National Agency for Technological 
Development Marat Omarov, Ka-
zakh businesses are not technologi-
cally very developed, nor are they 
very productive in terms of labour. 
“Our task is to focus these grants 
on the technological development 
of SMEs. That is, to help business-
es buy technology – advanced, for-
eign – to bring to Kazakhstan and 
get the maximum effect from it,” 
he said. The programme’s budget 
for this year is 2.8 billion tenge 
(US$8.3 million). 

An Italian company intends to 
invest $45 million euros (US$53.4 
million) into the production of en-
ergy from plastic in Kazakhstan. 
Kazakh Invest and Italian com-
pany Bionet SrL signed a memo-
randum of understanding on the 
project, reported strategy2050.
kz. They will create a plant where 
raw materials will be processed 
using anaerobic digestion to create 
compost from which energy or bio 
methane will be obtained. 
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Celebrating these contributions is the 
aim of the 100 New Faces initiative. 
Launched as part of the Modernisation 
of Kazakhstan’s Identity programme 
earlier this year, the intention is to 
find 100 individuals drawn from every 
region, sector and age group.

CSTO is a tool to ensure 
regional security

By Zhanbolat Ussenov

Kazakhstan’s foreign policy is 
based on several strategic princi-
ples. One of them has to do with 
ensuring national security, defence 
and the sovereignty of the country, 
strengthening regional and global 
stability.

There are various mechanisms 
and tools that Kazakhstan employs 
to implement this principle at the re-
gional level, including major inter-
national forums, such as the Organi-
sation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
and the Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation (CSTO).

The latter multilateral institution 
– CSTO – is celebrating a couple 
of major milestones this year, so it 
seems appropriate to address CS-
TO’s long-term relationship with 
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The Collective Security Treaty 
was signed in Tashkent 25 years ago, 
on May 15, 1992, by six countries: 
Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
And on May 14, 2002, which is 15 
years ago, the parties to the Treaty 
decided to establish a full-fledged 
international organisation on the 
basis of this multilateral agreement. 
Throughout the years, various coun-
tries joined and left the organisation, 
and today it consists of the original 
six member states with one notable 
substitution – Belarus joined the 
Treaty in lieu of Uzbekistan who 
preferred to withdraw.

The CSTO’s history has been 
patchy – with its own highs and 
lows, and drawing all kinds of com-
ments from observers and deci-
sion makers. For instance, in 2010, 

the then President of Kyrgyzstan 
Roza Otunbayeva, called upon the 
organisation to deploy the CSTO 
Rapid Reaction Force to end bloody 
interethnic clashes in Kyrgyzstan 
in 2010. However, the leadership 
of the organisation declined the 
request and chose to provide lo-
gistical and technical support to 
Kyrgyzstan’s own security forces. 
At the time, this decision was heav-
ily reprimanded, and observers and 
decision makers alike asked tough 
questions, including “why do we 
need CSTO at all.” But years later, 
it turned out that the decision was 
spot on. Deployment of foreign 
troops to resolve an internal conflict 
could have produced more violence 
instead of soothing the tension.

As for CSTO’s value for Ka-
zakhstan, first of all, the organisa-
tion allows Astana to secure sizable 
discounts on purchase of foreign 
weapons, military and special forc-
es equipment. This helps cut the 
expenditures of our military, law 
enforcement agencies and special 
services and provide them with up-
to-date weaponry and technologies.

In addition, the CSTO has ap-
proved a programme of long-term 
military-economic cooperation. 

One of the implications of this 
document is the establishment of a 
network of service centres for ar-
mament and military equipment. 
This provides more opportunities 
to enhance and develop Kazakh-
stan’s domestic military industry. 
Moreover, Kazakhstan can send its 
officers to Russian and Belarusian 
military schools free of charge or 
at a discounted rate. Our country, 
in turn, provides similar opportuni-
ties to military personnel from other 
CSTO countries.

The organisation has created a 
collective security system that com-
prises coalition-based and regional 
groups, peacekeeping forces, law 
enforcement agencies, and special 
purpose units of the emergency 
ministries. Various trainings are 
being conducted to improve and 
develop the preparedness of these 
units and strengthen their military 
discipline mechanisms.

With regard to new challenges 
and threats, CSTO is currently fo-
cusing on international terrorism 
and extremism. The pro-active lob-
bying of Kazakhstan’s representa-
tives resulted in the adoption at the 
CSTO meeting in October 2016 of 
a list of actions against international 
terrorism and a single list of organi-
sations recognised as terrorist by all 
CSTO member states. In addition, 
the CSTO anti-drug strategy was 
adopted to implement the priorities 
of Kazakhstan’s chairmanship in the 
Organisation in 2012.

To sum up, our cooperation with 
CSTO contributes significantly to 
Kazakhstan’s own national security, 
as well as regional stability.

The author is Director of the 
Eurasian Council on Foreign Af-
fairs.

Kazakhstan’s progress 
to be represented by stories 

of everyday people
The strength and success of any community 

or country is made up of many strands. 
Leadership is, of course, vital, to set the 
right direction. But leadership alone can’t 

make this vision real. This requires the sustained ef-
forts of tens of thousands of people at all levels.

Governments, for example, aim to establish the 
right framework for economic growth and rising 
prosperity. But it is entrepreneurs who have the vi-
sion and courage to spot opportunities and the drive 
to set up businesses and create jobs.

In every city, town and village, there are individu-
als who are the cornerstones of their community. It 
might be their dedication to their job which explains 
why they have such a positive impact. They could be 
teachers who, year after year, inspire their pupils to 
reach their potential or medical staff whose care and 
compassion saves and transforms lives.

But these contributions go beyond working lives. 
They could be caregivers who look after children, 
volunteers who are the backbone of their community or 
neighbours who are always ready to lend a helping hand.

Look, for instance, at the example of sport. It is 
elite sportsmen and women whose names are known 
to millions and who win international titles and 
competitions. But they invariably owe a huge debt, as 
they themselves would be the first to admit, to local 
volunteer coaches who first set them on the road to 
success.

It is, of course, the same story with a country. Like 
these top athletes, Kazakhstan has found itself strid-

ing up international tables. We have been fortunate 
in the leadership that Kazakhstan has enjoyed. But as 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev never tires of point-
ing out, our country’s achievements are the product 
of extraordinary efforts across our whole society.

It is vital that these many and varied contributions 
are not neglected. It is not just that these individual 
efforts deserve recognition. By telling these stories, 
we also help improve national – and international – 
understanding of the progress that has been made, 
how it has been achieved and what needs to be done 
to ensure improvements continue. Importantly, this 
recognition can also help encourage others to step up 
their own efforts.

Celebrating these contributions is the aim of the 
100 New Faces initiative. Launched as part of the 
Modernisation of Kazakhstan’s Identity programme 
earlier this year, the intention is to find 100 individu-
als drawn from every region, sector and age group.

Together, they will form a true cross-section of our 
society but united by the fact that each, in their own 
way and through their own talent and effort, have 
helped build modern Kazakhstan. It is also intended 
that these names – the brightest and best that our 
country has to offer – will go far beyond the well-
known. Minister of Information and Communica-
tion Dauren Abaev has said he wants to see unsung 
heroes and heroines identified and celebrated.

Identifying these role models can’t be done without 
the full involvement of the wider public. It is often, 
of course, only their own colleagues, neighbours and 
friends who know how valuable their efforts have 
been and the sacrifices that they have made. It is 
why the public has been asked to help by nominating 
individuals who should be considered.

The initiative has clearly struck a chord. More than 
1,000 individual nominations from the public have 
already been received and more are arriving every 
week at the specially designed website 100esim.
el.kz. Other names have come from national and 
local organisations. Rightly the public has also been 
promised a role in selecting the final 100 faces after 
nominations close next month. After all, it is their 
story that the winners will be helping to tell.
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Hassan Rouhani: term two
By Yuri Kirinitsiyanov

As a result of the recent elec-
tions in Iran, Hassan Rouhani was 
re-elected the President for another 
four years. How will this affect the 
nation, which is one of Kazakh-
stan’s most important partners in 
Asia? The topic was presented to 
Dr. Sanat Kushkumbayev, Deputy 
Director of the Kazakhstan Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies.

First of all, could you tell us 
about the election campaign itself 
and the voting results?

It should be pointed out from 
the outset that the current presi-
dent secured a firm majority. Last 
time, he received a little more than 
50 percent of the vote; now, he has 
57 percent and he already proved 
in the first round that the majority 
of voters stood behind him. One of 
the features of the current Presi-
dential campaign is that Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, the former president 
of Iran, was not allowed to run for 
President. The Supervisory Board 
did not support his candidacy 
and this is a prerequisite for par-
ticipating in the election. Unlike 
Ahmadinejad, Rouhani is consid-

ered a moderate politician, prone 
to gradual reforms of the Iranian 
society. That is, there have been 
noticeable changes in Iranian sen-
timent. And this, perhaps, is the 
most important result of the presi-
dential elections in Iran. I will note 
that the most important rival of 
Rouhani was Ayatollah Ebrahim 
Raisi, who is considered a more 
conservative politician. He is an 
experienced, charismatic politician 
who is popular among conserva-
tive voters. He was the candidate 
from the Combatant Clergy As-
sociation and was supported by a 

key coalition of Iranian conserva-
tives, the Popular Front of Islamic 
Revolution Forces. It is a serious 
political force.

 
We cannot overlook the terrible 

terrorist attacks in Iran.
The explosions occurred in the 

Parliament, which is one of the 
key centres of power. Gunmen at-
tacked the mausoleum of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution. He ran the country 
from 1979 to 1988. Khomeini’s 
mausoleum is a sacred place for 
the Iranians. According to official 
data, 13 people died and 42 sus-
tained various injuries.

This is a case when you can say 
“Nothing is sacred to these peo-
ple!” It is not a very good begin-
ning of the second presidential 
term. Will this tragedy affect a 
new policy?

The purpose of terrorist attacks 
is clearly to shake the country and 
force out concessions from its 
leaders. But this terrible story will 
not affect the state policy or the 
position of the country in a global 
and regional context. It is obvious 
that the Iranian leadership will not 
succumb to the threats of terror-
ists. Observers, including Western 
ones, note that these suicide attacks 
are the first in the history of the Is-
lamic Republic since its inception. 
That is, since 1979, and the Iranian 
society has shown a high degree of 
resistance to such attacks.

 
Many experts say these terror-

ist attacks were predictable. Ira-
nian volunteers are fighting in 
Syria for President Assad against 
ISIS. Their troops are in Yemen 
protecting their Shia brothers. 
Are we witnessing the next round 
of Sunni and Shia showdown? 
Since ISIS, first of all, are the 
Sunnis and only then terrorists 
and extremists who behead their 
“opponents.”

I absolutely disagree with this 
point of view. It is not a Shia-Sunni 
confrontation, since the Sunnis are 
also murdered by ISIS. This is not 
a religious war, but a political con-
frontation. Bashar al-Assad is not 
a Sunni nor a Shia, but an Alawi. 
He is the leader of the secular re-
gime and his closest ally is the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. Therefore, 
their fight against ISIS does not fit 
into the religious context. Let us 
not deny: many Shias of the Mid-
dle East support the Shia Iran. But 
this does not in any way mean that 
the Iranians fight for fellow believ-
ers only because of religious rea-

sons. The Palestinian movement 
Hamas is essentially Sunni, but a 
close partner of Iran. Therefore, 
everything is subtle here. By the 
way, the terrorist attackers were 
Iranian citizens who joined ISIS. 
You have to be extremely careful 
when assessing the situation in this 
country.

You have convincingly stated 
your point of view. I will add that 
Tehran 2017 does not fit into the 
outlook of the American Presi-
dent, who constantly surprises 
us. Let me remind you: during 
his visit to Saudi Arabia, Don-
ald Trump called Iran a terrorist 
state. This statement is illogical. 
It is clear that Iran’s relations 
with the transatlantic power have 
worsened. Will this affect the situ-
ation in Central Asia?

This will surely not make the 
world and our region, in particular, 
more stable. The anti-Iran narra-
tive and its escalation are coun-
terproductive on all sides, but es-
pecially in the case of the Middle 
East. ISIS claimed responsibility 
for the terrorist attacks in Tehran 
and it is clear that Iran is at the 
forefront of the fight against this 
terrorist organisation. The Ameri-
cans have created an anti-ISIS coa-
lition and are carrying out military 
operations in Iraq and Syria. But 
at the same time they stubbornly 
ignore the country, which actively 
opposes ISIS. Iran is a serious, 
influential political player in the 
Middle East. The sooner America 
admits this, the better.

 
Let us close the topic of terror-

ism, although it prevails today. 
What has changed in Kazakh-
Iranian relations during these 
four years? For Iran, our coun-
try is not a priority. Their bane is 
the relationship with the United 
States. Europe and the Russian 
vector; the situations in Syria and 
Yemen are important to the Irani-
ans.

Iran has a very positive attitude 
towards Central Asia and Kazakh-

stan in particular. Progress has 
been made in the negotiations on 
the status of the Caspian Sea and 
although the final decision is yet 
to be made, things are moving 
forward. Negotiations are under-
way and this is the most important 
thing today. Iran demonstrates a 
constructive position which in-
spires cautious optimism. This 
year, the 50th anniversary meet-
ing of the Ad Hoc Working Group 
(AWG) on the status of the Cas-
pian Sea will be held in Tehran. 
The bottom line is that Iran and 
other Caspian countries are essen-
tially committed to the diplomatic 
way of resolving the issue through 
dialogue.

At the same time, Iran’s geopo-
litical interests are now concentrat-
ed in the Arab world, in particular, 
in Iraq, Syria and Yemen. Iran is 
certainly interested in good-neigh-
bourly relations with Central Asia. 
The region is the strategic rear for 
Tehran. In this sense, the visits of 
Kazakh President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev to Tehran and President 
Hassan Rouhani to Astana have 
continued and enhanced the tra-
ditions of good-neighbourliness 
and pragmatism. New trade agree-
ments were signed. In particular, 
the potential of the Kazakhstan-
Turkmenistan-Iran Railway is to 
be unlocked. The trunk railway, 
built along the eastern shore of the 
Caspian Sea, will play a role in 
commercial transactions.

It is clear that after lifting sanc-
tions on Iran, our trade turnover 
has a chance to grow. Now, noth-
ing prevents Iran from using in-
ternational financial systems. Oil 
transactions will be resumed and 
the sales of Kazakh grain to Iran 
will increase.

 
Experts predicted Iran would 

invest in the development of the 
oil industry of our country. But, 
obviously, there were more impor-
tant things to think about…

Iran was severely affected by 
isolation. Therefore, the Islamic 
Republic spends its financial re-
sources very carefully, and private 
business does not like taking risks. 
In addition, the Kazakh oil market 
is extremely competitive. We are 
open to the whole world. Such oil 
giants as Chinese and American 
companies “crossed swords.” In 
particular, the Chinese oil business 
enjoys an almost unlimited support 
of its state. Therefore, it will not be 
easy for the Iranians to win in the 
“value-for-money” ratio. The door 
for Iranian business is open. But 
the question is, will they be able 
to make an offer we cannot refuse?

Good-neighbourly relations are 
the hallmark of diplomats. But do 
they have an impact on the real 
state of affairs? Turnover, for ex-
ample?

One should not expect quantum 
leaps here. It will require hard 
systematic work. You are talk-
ing about “hallmarks.” And they 

do reflect the true state of affairs! 
Good-neighbourly relations are 
the foundation, without which you 
cannot construct a single building. 
And the Iranians appreciate the un-
deniable fact that even in difficult 
times of international sanctions, 
Kazakhstan tried to maintain trade 
relations [with them] although 
[Kazakhstan] was suffering be-
cause of the global financial crisis 
and its purchasing power plum-
meted. I will give an example. 
Iran bought our oil for its needs 
through the Caspian Sea, and then 
shipped equivalent raw materials 
from its ports in the Gulf. During 
the sanctions, this process ceased. 
International banks were afraid to 
make payments. Now we need to 
restore many things, in particular 
the supply chain, to reconnect with 
old customers and find new ones.

 
It is difficult to talk about Iran 

and not to mention its nuclear 
programme. After visits by rep-
resentatives of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the world 
believed in the peaceful aspira-
tions of the Iranians. Or has the 
American point of view now taken 
over, according to which we must 
not trust insidious Persians under 
any circumstances?

I believe that even the most ag-
gressive media outlets today have 
become convinced of the ground-
lessness of their accusations. Hys-
teria in relation to this country has 
become less evident. An agree-
ment on the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme was signed on July 14, 
2015. The guarantors of the agree-
ment are four permanent members 
of the Security Council: the United 
Kingdom, the United States, Rus-

sia and France, plus Germany and 
the European Union. This was 
a comprehensive plan of action 
that Iran consistently implements. 
There are no complaints against 
it. Ironically, America, despite the 
strident anti-Iranian discourse, 
seems reluctant to withdraw from 
this treaty. Trump accuses Iran of 
supporting terrorism, but he can-
not press any charges against his 
opponents. This is not a technical 
or a scientific problem, but a pure-
ly political one.

 
Many in the world are con-

cerned about Iranian missile pro-
grammes …

Iran’s missile technology is not 
directly related to nuclear weap-
ons. The missiles do not fall under 
the agreement of July 14, 2015. 
This is a matter of national de-
fence. By the way, even if Trump 
wants to break the hard-won 
agreement of the P5+1 with Iran, 
it will not be easy. He will have to 
negotiate with his own NATO al-
lies. And this process is anything 
but simple…

 
Your forecast: how will Kazakh-

Iranian relations develop in the 
near future, say until 2021?

I think that our good relations, 
established thanks to the politi-
cians of the two countries, includ-
ing Rouhani, are a valid argument 
in favour of their further develop-
ment, as we have already said. Iran 
was as an observer at the recent 
[Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion] SCO summit in Astana. The 
delegation was headed by Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif. He was re-
ceived by President of Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and held 
a series of bilateral talks with his 
colleagues, including those from 
Kazakhstan. Iran is mindful of the 
countries of Central Asia. It is no 
secret that Iran wants to join the 
SCO. This is a strategic issue for 
Tehran. But there is no solidarity 
among the SCO members. Tajik-
istan objects. I would not like to 
comment on Tajik-Iranian rela-
tions. Hopefully, both countries 
will resolve their bilateral issues. 
Russia actively promotes Iran’s 
membership. As for Kazakhstan, 
our country supports Iran’s mem-
bership in the SCO. This corre-
sponds to our multi-vector foreign 
policy.

 
This interview was first pub-

lished in the Argumenty i Fakty 
Kazakhstan newspaper and is 
translated and reprinted with 
permission.

OPINIONS

Sanat Kushkumbayev

Iran was severely 
affected by isolation. 
Therefore, the Islamic 
Republic spends its 
financial resources 
very carefully, and 
private business does 
not like taking risks. 

Kazakhstan: a promising and inspiring state
By Foster Gultom

Kazakhstan is a promising 
state. The Great Steppe covers 
a large territory on the Eurasian 
continent: from west to east, it 
extends to almost 3,000 kilome-
tres and from north to south to 
1,650 kilometres – from the Altai 
Mountains to the Volga River del-
ta and from the southern edge of 
the Western Siberian Plain to the 
foothills of the western Tien Shan 
Mountains. Kazakhstan inherits 
the golden history and has been 
granted an abundance of natural 
resources and magnificent human 
resources.

My very humble personal obser-
vation on the history of Kazakh-
stan is that it is filled with heroism, 
patriotism and is rich in culture 
and civilisation. From archaeo-
logical and scientific research, the 
richness of Kazakh history can be 
traced even farther back to the pre-
history until the Silk Road and the 
emergence of Kazakh Khanate, the 
formation of Kazakh statehood all 
the way through the establishment 
of a new independent nation and 
then a dynamic sovereign state up 
to modern world nowadays.

The country, which was once a 
part of the Soviet Union, is one of 
the steadfast emerging economies. 
Within a relatively short time since 
its independence on Dec. 16, 1991, 
Kazakhstan has been growing sub-
stantially in terms of economic 
development and has emerged as a 

key player in the regional and in-
ternational political realm.

On economic performance, Ka-
zakhstan’s growth amazingly mul-
tiplied 16 times from 1.7 trillion 
KZT in 1997 to 28 trillion KZT in 
2011. The World Bank reported that 
Kazakh GDP per capita skyrocket-
ed from $1,515 in 1992 to $11,245 
in 2011. Kazakhstan gained its peak 
in 2013 with per capita income at 
$13,588 before slugging to slightly 
below $10,000 in 2016 due to the 
global economic crisis and plum-
meted international commod-
ity prices, mainly crude oil as the 
country’s main source of income.

The government has a strategic 
platform to develop the nation. 
Under the visionary leadership of 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
the Kazakhstan 2030 Strategy 
was launched in 1997 and then 
renewed in 2012 for further ad-
vancing until 2050 by ambitiously 
targeting the country to become 
among the world’s 30 most-devel-
oped nations.

Blessed with an abundance of 
natural resources, such as oil, gas, 
uranium and other minerals as well 
as fertile soil for growing grain, 
cotton and other crops, Kazakhstan 
has all the necessary conditions to 
become an advanced economy. 
The Kazakhstan 2050 Strategy fol-
lowed by Nurly Zhol (Bright Path) 
programme and implementation of 
100 steps inked by the government 
are definitely the right track to gain 
the ultimate goal as one of the 30 
most developed economies in the 
world by 2050.

The record shows that within 
two years since it was adopted by 
President Nazarbayev in Novem-
ber 2014 and by pouring about 
$9 billion economic stimulus pro-
gramme for 2015-2019 to increase 
liquidity in loans to small-and-me-
dium-sized business, infrastructure 
development and domestic export-
ers focusing on non-oil productiv-
ity, such as agribusiness, manufac-
turing, trade and logistics, tourism, 
information technology and fi-
nance, the Nurly Zhol programme 
created more than 100,000 jobs in 
2016 as unveiled by the Minister 
of National Economy. The World 
Bank projected that Kazakhstan’s 
economic activity is gradually 
picking up and its annual growth 
will be in a positive trend for the 
year 2017 and onward.

Kazakhstan is an inspiring state. 
Being a natural resources rich 
country did not ensure an easy task 
for the government to ensure the 
successful implementation of na-

tional development programmes. 
The country may have to maintain 
domestic and regional stability, 
peace and security as a prerequi-
site for advancing the Kazakhstan 
2050 Strategy, Nurly Zhol pro-
grammes and 100 steps.

In a globalising modern world, 
sovereign states find themselves 
interdependent on each other. No 
one can isolate from another, but 
must collaborate. Such a paradigm 
was well-taken care by the govern-
ment of Kazakhstan by establish-
ing friendly relations and coopera-
tion with all countries guided by 
principles of a multi-vector foreign 
policy.

At his inauguration address on 
April 2015, President Nazarbayev 
reemphasised five institutional re-
forms to be conducted until 2020, 
which include reforming the pub-
lic sector and judicial system. Ka-
zakhstan continues to build closer 
ties with its strategic partners, in-
cluding Russia, China, the U.S. 
and the EU as well as the Islamic 
world while enhancing its active 
role in international organisations 
so that it provides a conducive 
environment for Kazakhstan to 
ensure the successful implementa-
tion of these reforms.

Kazakhstan has also actively 
initiated and played a significant 
role in maintaining international 
peace and stability, among others 
by establishing the Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence Build-
ing Measures in Asia (CICA) in 
1992, the Congress of Leaders of 

World and Traditional Religions in 
2003 and the Central Asia Nuclear 
Weapon Free Zone effective on 
21 March 2009. The government 
also closed in 1991the nuclear test 
site in Semipalatinsk. Inspired by 
the closure of Semipalatinsk Test 
Site and the Kazakh government’s 
decisive action in promoting a 
nuclear non-proliferation regime, 
the United Nations declared Aug. 

29 the International Day against 
Nuclear Tests. Kazakhstan also is 
committed to peace by facilitat-
ing peaceful solution efforts on 
the Iran nuclear deal and Syrian 
conflict by hosting meetings be-
tween the countries and parties 
concerned.

Besides, the significant contri-
butions and active role played by 
Kazakhstan within regional and 
international organisations led Ka-
zakhstan to become a non-perma-
nent member of the United Nations 
Security Council for 2017-2018.

Indonesia and Kazakhstan have 

so far enjoyed close and cordial 
relations since June 1993. The two 
countries shared many things in 
common and mutual interests. It 
is well known that Indonesia and 
Kazakhstan also play significant 
roles in maintaining their respec-
tive regional stability as well as 
contribute towards world peace 
and prosperity.

As a matter of fact, the two na-
tions are complimentary to each 
other. Both countries are blessed 
with abundant natural resources 
coupled by high-quality labour 
forces and market potential as well 
as rich biodiversity. Should they be 
well-managed by high-technology, 
capital and skilled management, 
they will bear fruit to the econom-
ic development of both nations and 
will in turn give value to the wel-
fare of their respective peoples.

Kazakhstan has been passing 
through a long period of history 
from the beginning of the estab-
lishment of the Kazakh Khanate 
until the formation of a vibrant and 
dynamic sovereign state of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan 
has its optimism to progress fur-
ther to achieve its goals as stipu-
lated in Kazakhstan 2050 Strategy 
and realisation of the Nurly Zhol 
programme to become one of the 
developed countries and provide 
prosperity for its people.

 
The author served as Ambas-

sador of the Republic of Indone-
sia to the Republic of Kazakh-
stan in 2012-2017.

My very humble 
personal observation 
on the history of 
Kazakhstan is that it 
is filled with heroism, 
patriotism and is 
rich in culture and 
civilisation.

It is clear that after 
lifting sanctions 
on Iran, our trade 
turnover has a chance 
to grow. Now, nothing 
prevents Iran from 
using international 
financial systems. Oil 
transactions will be 
resumed and the sales 
of Kazakh grain to 
Iran will increase.
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Kazakhstan gets sea access using 
Chinese logistics centres

Staff Report

ASTANA – Chinese logistics 
centres become more accessible to 
Kazakhstan within the One Belt, 
One Road project.

An initiative announced by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in 2013, 
One Belt, One Road is aimed at 
reviving and boosting cooperation 
between countries that once laid 
along the Silk Way route linking 
Asia and Europe.

Part of the programme, since then 
renamed as simply Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, includes establishing a trans-
continental Eurasian transport corri-
dor. Leading Chinese transport hubs 
and seaports such as Lianyungang 
port, located in the northeastern Jiang-
su province on the corridor’s eastern 
edge, are taking part in the project. It 
has three large logistics centres – rail-
road, sea and cargo processing areas.

The railroad sector receives rail 
freight trains going from Kazakh-
stan to China, whereas the seaport, 
with a cargo volume reaching 200 
million tonnes per year, serves as a 
departure point for cargo ships trav-
elling to 60 destinations.

The 220,000-square metre cargo 

processing area also hosts the Ka-
zakh-Chinese joint terminal. The 
facility sends ten cargo trains every 
week to Astana, Almaty, Tashkent, 
Central Asia and Turkey and the 
export volume has exceeded eight 
million tonnes since it was unveiled 
in 2014.

The port’s strategic location gives 
landlocked Kazakhstan access to 
the Pacific Ocean, as the port con-
nects to large Chinese cities as well 
as Busan seaport in South Korea 
and Osaka in Japan.

Kazakh logistics companies are 
particularly interested in the electron-
ic cargo processing system that allows 
Internet tracking of each container 
ship. The technology was developed 
by China specifically for the terminal 
at Lianyungang port.

The port operating company will 
soon send its experts to Kazakhstan 
to install a similar system at the 
large logistics terminal on the new 
Silk Way route. The specialists will 
later work to integrate all the mech-
anisms to enable tracking services 
throughout the Eurasian transconti-
nental corridor.

The new Silk Way route has two 
key destinations – Zhejiang prov-
ince and Qingdao port in Shandong 

Province on the Chinese eastern 
coast.

Yiwu dry port in Zhejiang prov-
ince is among China’s 17 interna-
tional dry ports. Only the first stage 
is presently operating, processing 
nearly 400,000 containers annually.

Ningbo-Zhoushan port in the same 
province is the world’s busiest port in 
terms of cargo processing volume. It 
houses Asia’s largest crude oil termi-
nal and iron ore load berth with a han-
dling capacity of 250,000 tonnes and 
200,000 tonnes, respectively. Nearly 
300 container ships arrive in the port 
monthly from different parts of the 
world.

The international Qingdao port, 
the world’s seventh largest seaport, 
will also provide water access. It 
has trade links with 700 ports in 180 
countries around the world and is 
now establishing cooperation with 
Central Asian countries. In the first 
six months, international cargo tran-
sit surpassed 9,000 containers.

The port is taking the industry to a 
new level by offering a unique auto-
mated mechanism which eliminates 
the need for human involvement in 
all processes. Chinese experts are 
also planning to share this technol-
ogy with Kazakhstan.
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Kazakh naval vessels participate in 2017 Sea Cup in Azerbaijan
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Kazakh naval vessels 
are among the military fleets partici-
pating in the Sea Cup in Azerbaijan 
under the 2017 International Army 
Games. Approximately 300 sailors 
from Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, and 
the host nation are showing their 
skills in combat training in the Cas-
pian Sea. The contest includes three 
stages: artillery salvos, preserving 
the ship’s stability and rescue opera-
tions. The event is aimed at increas-
ing the personnel’s military training, 
exchanging experience and estab-
lishing friendly relations among the 
military of the member countries, 
according to chief referee Shakhin 
Mammedov.

“The contest will be held in two 
episodes: on the sea and on the 
shore. In marine episodes, there are 
several stages: artillery firing at sea 
targets, destruction of an air facility 
and neutralisation of water mines. In 
coastal episodes, sailors will com-
pete for the preservation of the ship 

and the salvation of personnel. In 
addition, friendly sports games as 
well as cultural events are organised 
between the teams,” he said.

Kazakh sailors began the com-
petition with Kazakhstan and Sar-
yarka rocket and artillery ships and 
a Zhaiyk hydrographic vessel.

“This is not the first year we are 
participating in the army games. 
It is very pleasant that the scale of 
these games is expanding. To date, 

the competition, which began with 
just one tank biathlon, has already 
developed into three dozen com-
petitions. The geography is very 
extensive,” said first rank captain 
Yermek Baigabulov.

The Kazakh team took third place 
Aug. 5 in the exercise to shoot a 
floating mine.

“According to the decision of the 
judging panel and based on the re-
sults of the fulfilling of this episode, 
the crew of the small rocket ship 
Grad Sviyazhsk of the Russian Navy 
has taken first place with a score of 50 
points. The crew of the G-124 patrol 
ship of the Azerbaijan Naval Forces 
has taken second place with a score 
of 48 points, the crew of the rocket 
and artillery ship Saryarka of the 
Kazakhstan Naval Forces has taken 
third place with a score of 46 points. 
Finally, the crew of the missile boat 
Joshan of the Iranian Naval Forces 
has taken fourth place with a score of 
44 points,” according to the Azerbai-
jan Defence Ministry press service.

The army games were first held 
in Russia in 2015 at the initiative 

of Russian Defence Minister Ser-
gey Shoigu. The 2017 International 
Army Games are being conducted 
July 29-Aug. 12 at 22 training 
ranges in Azerbaijan, Belarus, Chi-
na, Kazakhstan and Russia. Teams 
from 28 countries are attending the 
games, with Bahrein, Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey invited as observers.

The current competition includes 
28 disciplines, including five new 
ones. Kazakh naval servicemen are 
involved in 17 areas.

“Participation in the international 
competition is not only the exchange 
of experience and the improve-
ment of maritime training, but also 
the strengthening of international 
military cooperation. Participants 
underwent a rigorous selection. 
Within a few months, the best crews 
of the ships were selected who now 
represent the Armed Forces of Ka-
zakhstan in this competition. I wish 
our team fair and uncompromising 
struggle, objective refereeing and 
victory,” said Col. Kair Tezekbayev, 
Kazakhstan’s military attaché in 
Azerbaijan.

Russian companies to cooperate with Kazakh space industry
Staff Report

ASTANA – Due to the Russian 
National Day at EXPO 2017, a 
delegation from Chelyabinsk re-
gion led by its Governor Boris Du-
brovskiy visited Kazakhstan Na-
tional Space Centre. This meeting 
gave the parties new opportunities 
to identify new areas of coopera-
tion.

The delegation included mem-
bers of the regional authorities 
and representatives of the region’s 
business community.

Kazakh Vice Minister of De-
fence and Aerospace Industry 

Marat Nurguzhin made a presenta-
tion on the main directions of the 
National Space Centre.

President of Kazakhstan Garysh 
Sapary Ergazy Nurgaliyev ex-
plained about projects implement-
ed by the company and made an 
introduction to space technologies 
of the state. In particular, he dis-
cussed the operation of the Kazakh 
domestic space remote sensing 
system, the system of high-preci-
sion satellite navigation.

Also, Nurgaliyev reported on the 
creation of National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure in Kazakhstan and 
its use by state bodies, organisa-
tions and business.

The Russian delegation paid 
great attention to the construction 
of the Assembly and Test Complex 
of Spacecraft, where it is planned 
to produce satellites with a weight 
beginning from 100 kilogrammes 
to six tonnes. It is planned to pro-
duce components for the satellites 
production as well.

The delegation inspected the 
building of the future Special De-
sign and Technological Bureau 
with pilot production, which will 
be finished this year.

One of the Russian companies 
from the Chelyabinsk region – the 
Miass Medical Equipment Plant, 
which produces cleanroom com-

plexes, has already cooperated 
with Kazakhstan space companies.

Kazakhstan Gharysh Sapary 
was established under the decree 
of Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev in 2005 to develop 
and implement competitive space 
technologies.

The Earth remote sensing space 
system aims to prevent, moni-
tor natural disasters and estimate 
their consequences. It is planned 
to use it for the exploration and 
production of minerals and energy 
resources, ecological monitoring, 
mapping, land use, forestry and 
agriculture.
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B7SPORTS

Ironman 70.3 triathlon race to be 
held in Astana in 2018

CULTURE

Plácido Domingo’s Operalia 
winners announced

PEOPLE

Kazakh high schooler wins gold at  
International Mathematical 
Olympiad

B

ASTANA OPERA

August 13 at 6 p.m. Fountain of Bakhchisarai, Ballet 

August 20 at 6 p.m.  Notre-Dame de Paris, Ballet

EXPO 2017

August 20 at 7:30 p.m. Spirit of Tengri / Daffer Yourself 

 show

August 13 at 8 p.m. Gakku: Future Energy of the Sun,

 Concert

June 17 - September 9 Cirque du Soleil. Reflekt Show

at 8 p.m. 

BARYS ARENA, PRESIDENT’S CUP

August 9 at 7:30 p.m. Barys-Avangard, hockey match

August 9 at 3:30 p.m. Davos-Admiral, hockey match

August 11 at 7:30 p.m. Barys-Traktor, hockey match

August 12 at 1 p.m. Avangard-Davos, hockey match

August 12 at 5 p.m. Barys-Admiral, hockey match 

SARY ARKA 
BICYCLE TRACK

August 12 at 8 p.m.  Limp Bizkit, Concert 

THINGS TO WATCH & 
PLACES TO GO

Astana, Paris through lens of travel 
photographer Loïc Lagarde

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – Paris-Astana, a 
solo exhibit of notable French 
travel photographer Loïc La-
garde, opened July 13 at the Has 
Sanat Art Gallery. The works 
are expected to be included in a 
photo book dedicated to EXPO 
2017.

The event was organised with 
the support of the French Em-
bassy in Kazakhstan and the 
French pavilion at the exhibi-
tion.

“I aim to present Paris, to 
make a parallel with Astana and 
to show the dream side of both 
cities. What I try to do when I 
make my photos is to make peo-
ple dream of the place I shoot. 
To do it, I try to find the best 
moments in the daylight,” said 
Lagarde in an interview for this 
article.

Through his works, the pho-
tographer shows the recognised 
architectural landmarks of the 
two capital cities. Shooting from 
a low angle allowed him to see 
their architecture has much in 
common.

Lagarde compared the Eiffel 
Tower with the Baiterek, the 
Louvre pyramid with the Palace 
of Peace and Harmony and the 
churches of Paris with the main 
mosque of the Kazakh capital.

“My photography is to show 
the duality of the reality of what 
you are seeing and I did that 
in Paris and in Astana to show 
that there is a duality between 
these two cities. Usually you 
don’t compare Paris and Astana; 
there’s nothing [similar] be-
tween these two cities. I wanted 
to show this parallel between 
these two cities,” he said.

A native of Brittany, Lagarde, 
36, is an influential travel pho-
tographer who started his career 
in 2012 as an Airbnb photo re-
porter shooting listings in select 
regions around the world. He 
has more than 250,000 follow-
ers on social media.

Images depicting stunningly 
beautiful regions of France also 
decorate the nation’s expo pavil-
ion.

“Khazret Sultan Mosque, a 
new mosque, is so gorgeous. 
There are a lot of places to make 

interesting shots in the city. I’m 
delighted to show Kazakhstan 
to the world and this is the first 
step before doing some more 
joint projects here,” he said.

Lagarde added he used the 
same photo technique with the 
same equipment in both cities.

“I started photographing quite 
late, but I’ve always been into 
art,” he noted. “Since early 
childhood I was always draw-
ing. Then, I moved to engineer-
ing studies. But actually photog-
raphy is a match of these two 
worlds, because it’s a combina-
tion of technique and art. I man-
aged to match my two dualities 
with this artistic way of life and 
this engineering way of life.”

Lagarde came to photography 
through travel.

“I always loved traveling 
and little by little I moved to 
photography. When you go 
somewhere 10,000 kilometres 
from where you live, you want 
to bring some souvenirs and 
memories. I wanted to make 
the best memories of what I 
was seeing when I was trave-
ling. Because if you go some-
where, you want to fix what 
you experience and photogra-
phy is the best way to capture 
your memories. I want to do 
more and more photography to 
get the best of what I see and 
even better,” he added.

Energy is one of the main is-
sues in today’s world because 
its residents will not be able to 
continue this way, said Lagarde.

“Countries have a chance at 

the exhibition to show what they 
can do to make the world better. 
I was quite impressed by the Ka-
zakh pavilion, which is big and 
provides information about all 
types of energy,” he said.

“Kazakhstan is a very kid-
friendly country and it’s easy to 
travel here with a family. And 
there’s a great variety of land-
scape in Kazakhstan, especially 
in the Almaty region. It takes 
only 20 minutes to go to the ski 
resort and then you can go to the 
glacier. It’s really incredible. I 
want to continue touristic pro-
motion of Kazakhstan. I want to 
go back to Borovoye in the fall 
and Almaty in the winter. It was 
my first overview of the country 
and now I want to return to ex-
plore further,” he added.

Volunteers clean up 
Astana suburbs

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Club Dobryakov 
Astana (Astana Club of Kind 
Souls) and its founder Gulmira 
Abdrasheva are uniting a variety 
of citizens to make the city cleaner 
and greener. Dozens of residents 
are volunteering to remove gar-
bage and tidy up its suburbs.

“Every morning we wake up, 
make the bed and brush our teeth. 
This is a matter of education and 
cleaning up garbage after our-
selves should be the norm of be-
haviour,” said Abdrasheva in an 
interview for this story.

The club has an Instagram ac-
count where concerned citizens 
constantly publish posts about the 
need for blood transfusions and 
transporting people, goods and 
products to families in need, as 

well as announcements about char-
ity events. A team of volunteers re-
cently went to a clean-up event in 
Kosshi, a suburb located 20 kilo-
metres from the city.

“We publish announcements 
about our intention to clean up the 
site in our accounts on social net-
works. Thus, willing people join 
us. Everything is carried out on a 
voluntary basis. For me, the clean-
up event is a patriotic and socially 
significant event. For me, it is a 
love for the motherland. My home 
does not end within my apartment. 
Twenty-two people joined us the 
first day we left for the suburb and 
we gathered five tonnes of gar-
bage,” she said.

A week later, three times as 
many people joined for the clean-
ing. Local restaurants provided the 
volunteers with a free onsite ban-
quet.

Continued on Page B4
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Best Capital Employee 
voting begins in Astana

Staff Report

ASTANA – An online vote 
called Yenbek Zholy, to determine 
the best employee of the capital, 
will be held among the employees 
of various enterprises from Aug. 
1 to 31, the media centre of the 
Astana akimat (city administra-
tion) reported.

Twenty-three applications were 
submitted for participation in the 
contest between May 20 and July 
20.

“The Yenbek Zholy contest is 
held for the second time and con-
sists of three nominations: The 
Best Labour Dynasty, The Best 
Young Production Worker and The 
Best Mentor of Working Young 
People. The selection of winners 
will be held in two stages: at the 
city and national levels, the first 
stage of voting started Aug. 1 and 
will end Aug.31,” said Makpal 
Akbasova, acting head of employ-
ment coordination department.

The Best Labour Dynasty award 

will be given to the most numerous 
labour dynasty of the capital with 
the longest working experience 
and the greatest number of awards.

The Best Young Production 
Worker will be given to the most 
hardworking employee with an 
experience of no more than five 
years.

And The Best Mentor of Work-
ing Young People award will be 
bestowed on the most effective 
mentor with an experience of at 
least 20 years.

The online voting will determine 
the top three contestants in each cat-
egory, who will have received the 
maximum number of votes (nine 
applicants). At the second stage, 
the regional commission will de-
termine the winners of the competi-
tion from each of the three leaders.

The award ceremony will be 
held on the day of the national 
forum Towards a Society of Uni-
versal Labour. Winners will be 
awarded with valuable prizes and 
diplomas. All participants will re-
ceive letters of gratitude.

Batima Kussainova

64-year-old volunteer enjoys 
her EXPO 2017 experience

Staff Report

ASTANA – EXPO 2017 visitors 
learn not only about future energy 
opportunities, but also about the 
inexhaustible human energy. Na-
tive of Kokshetau Batima Kussain-
ova, 64, volunteered to participate 
in the large-scale event.

“When I came to the expo or-
ganising committee in February, I 
was accepted with great pleasure 
out of the competition and award-
ed the title of Golden Volunteer. 
From that time, we have been 
trained in all nine major exhibi-
tion sites. Officially, this is my 
first experience of volunteering,” 
Kussainova said.

According to her, the volunteer’s 
work allows developing communi-
cation skills, revealing one’s poten-
tial and gaining new experience.

“Throughout the world, the vol-
unteer movement is gaining mo-
mentum, including in Kazakhstan, 
and this is not a youth or student 
movement. There is no age in vol-
unteering; on the contrary, many 
things in the work are easier for 
me. Volunteering is a great experi-
ence,” she added.

Kussainova has been working 
as a volunteer since the opening of 
the expo. Over this time, she has 

repeatedly visited all the pavilions 
and venues of the exhibition.

A few months before the exhi-
bition, she began to study foreign 
languages. Now the motivated stu-
dent knows simple word-combina-
tions to communicate with exhibi-
tion visitors.

“Communicating with the young 
guys, I realised that our young 
people are wonderful. Every day 
I work with them, I am charged 
with their enthusiasm and energy. 

Our children are fluent in several 
foreign languages, they are techni-
cally savvy, benevolent and very 
capable. I also became an ad-
vanced user of social networks; we 
have our own chat room where we 
actively discuss many topics. They 
have become my family,” the vol-
unteer said.

Kussainova says every new day 
at the exhibition is like a holiday. 
She is always ready to help where 
necessary.

“I understand that our citizens 
perceived the exhibition ambigu-
ously, but with confidence I can 
say that having come here, seeing 
the whole planet on one site, peo-
ple change their minds. The expo 
site offers necessary conditions for 
a comfortable stay on the territory 
of the exhibition,” she said.

Speaking about the secrets of 
such an optimistic life position, 
Kussainova insists that the person 
is the smith of his own happiness 
and each of us creates his own 
mood.

“It happens that many people 
do not receive enough in their 
family, their surroundings, but 
this does not mean that they 
cannot be a leader. We need to 
change our attitude, not to be 
afraid, to open up and to be in-
terested in. Every year we do not 
get younger or healthier, but if 
you do not move and think about 
illness, then it will not be better. I 
do not accept sitting on the bench 
and seeking pity for my age or 
myself. While we are alive, we 
must be energetic, rejoice at eve-
ry new day,” she believes.

The expo volunteer intends to 
work on other international ven-
ues, also helping people and shar-
ing with them the energy of good 
and true Kazakh hospitality.
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Kazakh high schooler wins gold at 
International Mathematical Olympiad

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakh high school 
student Amir Mokhammed-Ali 
won gold at the 58th International 
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO), 
held July 12-23 in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, according to Tengrinews. 
The championship brought to-
gether 615 young talents from 111 
countries.

Mokhammed-Ali, who lives in 
Pavlodar city in northern Kazakh-
stan, also captured gold at last 
year’s IMO in Hong Kong.

The 2017 Olympiad was one 
of the most difficult in the past 
few years, according to the jury. 
The competition lasted two days, 
with students working on six math 
problems, or three per day. They 
had four and a-half hours to ac-
complish the task.

The Kazakh student received 25 
points out of 42, which brought 

him a gold medal. The highest 
score of 35 was achieved by a stu-
dent from Vietnam.

Mokhammed-Ali’s parents had 
no doubt about their son’s ability.

“Amir has been preparing for 
this Olympiad since August of last 
year. He trained eight-nine hours 
per day and had distance classes 
with Russian tutors and leading 
Kazakh mathematicians. He won 
the International Zhautyk Olympi-
ad in January and National Olym-
piad in March and here is his new 
victory. He called us after the first 
day and said that something had 
gone wrong and that the results 
would not be very good. We start-
ed to worry, not about the results, 
but about him. Last year, the vic-
tory put a moral burden on him. He 
had a feeling of responsibility and 
was determined to win. We were 
very happy to see on the website 
that he won gold,” said his father, 
Ali Abulgazinov.

The Kazakh team needed to 
return home early due to a tight 
schedule, thus missing the clos-
ing awards ceremony. As a result, 
Mokhammed-Ali learned about 
the results at the Amsterdam air-
port just before their flight home.

“While waiting for the results 
and for the first day of the Olym-
piad, our children became worried. 
In addition, this nine-hour time 
zone difference affected them. Our 
children were solving problems 
when it was already night time in 
Kazakhstan. This is when the brain 
works slower. Yet, the students 
were able to show decent results,” 
said Mokhammed-Ali’s teacher, 
Arystan Tekenov.

Based on the results, the Kazakh 
team took one gold, two silver 
and one bronze medal, finishing 
25th overall. South Korea topped 
the country rankings, followed by 
China, Vietnam and the U.S.

A gold medal at the IMO opens 

up many opportunities, including 
a university education. Although 
Mokhammed-Ali has not yet fin-
ished school, he was awarded two 
scholarships from Almaty-based 
Kazakh British Technical Univer-
sity and Al-Farabi Kazakh Nation-
al University.

His plans, however, are not con-
fined to Kazakhstan.

“Unfortunately, Kazakhstan’s 
universities offer only a 50-per-
cent discount and tuition fees here 
are quite expensive. However, this 
is not the main point. Amir intends 
to apply to top universities in Asia 
and the U.S, for instance, Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. 
As parents, we do not want to con-
vince him to stay here. It is his life. 
He is trying to achieve something. 
We want to let him try and learn. 
He will always have time to come 
back home,” noted his father.

Mokhammed-Ali will start pre-
paring for his university course-

work in August. He wants to study 
science.

“If not directly, my major will 
relate to applied math for sure. 
I have one year at school, during 
which I will be preparing for the 
IMO in 2018 where I am deter-
mined to win. I would like to beat 
the record of distinguished Ka-
zakh mathematician Kuat Issenov, 
who claimed silver and two golds 
at prestigious international math 
championships. I am determined 

to win gold for the third time,” he 
said.

His parents noticed his math 
skills when he was in first grade. 
Mokhammed-Ali has been study-
ing math intensively since the 
sixth grade and three years later 
became a bronze winner at the na-
tional Olympiad.

“The student is very smart. He 
loves what he does; therefore, he 
is diligent and hard-working,” said 
Tekenov.

Kazakh Kurultai in Tyumen 
region brings 5,000 people together

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The Assembly of 
the People of Kazakhstan’s del-
egation from the country’s north-
ern region took part in a July 22 
Kurultai of Kazakhs in the Tyu-
men region.

The festive event, which gath-
ered about 5,000 individuals, was 
held in the Berdyuzhie district, 
where a significant number of eth-
nic Kazakhs live.

North Kazakhstan region assem-
bly secretariat head Nail Salimov 
read congratulations from regional 
governor Kumar Aksakalov, where 
he noted the region’s cooperation 
with the Tyumen region in the 
trade, economic, humanitarian and 
social spheres.

Salimov presented a dombra to 
Kazakhs living in Tyumen.

“It seems as if we did not leave 
Kazakhstan,” he said.

The Kurultai began with a parade 
of delegations of the region’s cities 
and districts and colourful presen-
tation on the unity of the Kazakh 
and Russian peoples. Berdyuzhie 
district head Viktor Rein and other 
honourable guests applauded the 
holiday’s participants.

In a video message, Tyumen re-
gion Governor Vladimir Yakushev 
called the Kazakh Kurultai a sig-
nificant event in the social life of 
the region.

“Tyumen land has hosted this 
wonderful holiday every summer 
for more than 20 years. It is im-
portant for everyone who respects 
the traditions of the Kazakh people 

and appreciates the value and di-
versity of Russian culture. This na-
tional and cultural project enjoys 
well-deserved popularity,” he said.

Yakushev expressed confidence 
that Kurultai 2017 will give a new 
impetus to the effective coopera-
tion between the Tyumen region 
and Kazakhstan.

Hosted by the region since 1997, 
Kurultai of Kazakhs is an official 
holiday of the regional govern-
ment which, along with Tatar Sa-
bantuy and Chuvash Akatuy, is 
held with financial support from 
the regional fund.

The status of Kurultai has sig-
nificantly increased in recent 
years, noted National and Cul-
tural Autonomy of Kazakhs of 
Tyumen region head Yessengali 
Ibrayev. The event has become a 
national holiday like the Day of 
the Region.

The holiday is becoming inter-
regional, thanks to the participa-
tion of Kazakh public associations 
from Russia’s Kurgan and Omsk 
regions.

Members of the regional au-
tonomy held meetings during 
Kurultai 2017 in the district ad-
ministration building. The repre-
sentatives talked about the results 
of the annual work, decisions of 
the latest World Kurultai of Ka-
zakhs in Astana, the autonomy’s 
participation in World Associa-
tion of Kazakhs projects and cur-
rent activities.

Sarbaz historical medieval warriors battle in Bayanaul
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The Sarbaz historical 
medieval battle became the high-
light of the Khan Koryk internation-
al youth festival, which attracted 
thousands of spectators to Bayanaul 
National Park. Knights with histori-
cally accurate 30-40-kilogram ar-
mour and arms came from the capi-
tal, Almaty, Pavlodar, Kostanai and 
Bishkek to determine the strongest 
among them.

With mountains, fresh air, a re-
freshing lake, beautiful nature and 
historic background, Bayanaul was 
an ideal place for the medieval-
themed event. The air temperature 
reached 35 degrees Celsius, yet the 
participants wore special clothes 
similar to quilted jackets or very 
heavy coats and armour. Even sit-
ting in armour was extremely hot, 
but they had to battle.

Medieval fighters are fanatic 
about the re-enactment. They are 
usually tall, heavy, tough guys able 
to fight and wrestle, because an 
armoured knight weights 120-160 
kilograms. The men are ready to 
travel several thousand kilometres 
by bus or train to any country and 
clash as soon as they arrive and 

their armour is unpacked, despite 
weariness, heat or cold. The Kyr-
gyz team travelled many hours 
from Bishkek and even didn’t ask 
for time to rest and eat.

Temir Tumen club chose the 
15th century for the activity, be-
cause the Kazakh Khanate was 
established during the period. The 
club’s armoured knights presented 
the origin of Kazakh history and its 
people. Such warriors stood up for 
the right of the Kazakh people’s in-
dependence.

“My first big battle was in Rus-
sia. I was standing on grass and 
my teammates were standing close 
to me in formation, shoulder to 
shoulder. I saw numerous enemies 
in front of me, watching for every 
movement. Everything around was 
medieval. Even spectators had me-
dieval clothes. I couldn’t believe 
that this was happening to me and 
I couldn’t believe that this was not 
real. I was sure that I was in the 
15th century and I was going to 
fight to the death,” said Temir Tu-
men member Yerbolat Zhakupov 
about his first battle.

He finds the events exhilarating.
“All my teammates will agree 

with me. We pack our armour and 
arms, get on our bus and go some-

where to forget about everything: 
work, family, heavy traffic, Inter-
net, news and problems. Everyday 
life becomes useless and uninterest-
ing; when we are together, we are 
going to fight!” he noted.

“People at such festivals are very 
friendly. Everybody hugs their op-
ponent after the battle. We usually 
live in one place. We share our food 
and drink with each other. Every 
club tries to organise at least one 
event per year and invite other 

clubs to their region,” he added.
Temir Tumen club member and 

individual combat champion Yuriy 
Chuguyevskiy talked about the 
thrill of the fight.

“It is never too late to stop fight-
ing or refuse to participate in the 
battle and I don’t find it dishonour-
able. Look at social media! There 
are hundreds of ex-champions of 
historical medieval battles there 
seeking financial aid. They have se-
rious health problems. Part of them 

became disabled! I have two little 
kids and I do help my old mom,” 
he said.

“I train myself every day at home 
and go to our club’s gym once 
a week. Every day I am prepar-
ing myself for such battles. I live 
anticipating one of them. It is my 
lifestyle: being a knight, a heavy 
armoured warrior who is ready to 
defend himself, his own family and 
country and face any challenges. 
This lifestyle really changes you, 

making you more confident, man-
ful and kind,” he added.

Despite the cost and time from 
home, Chuguyevskiy has support 
for his hobby.

“I have to spend a lot of money 
on it, but my wife isn’t against it. 
She is proud of me and cheers for 
our club,” he said.

Medieval re-enactors face some 
of the same challenges as the real 
warriors.

“I had a sneaky feeling before this 
battle. My wife and I aren’t religious 
or superstitious people, but we saw 
some writings on the wall and were 
sure that something really bad would 
happen to me. The battles are quite 
dangerous and all of them end with 
different traumas for some of the par-
ticipants. Fortunately, I came back 
home safe and sound. To be more 
exact, that was my first battle without 
any serious trauma,” said Zhakupov.

Every historical medieval fighter 
dreams of participating in the world 
championship Battle of Nations, 
but Kazakh teams currently com-
pete only against their counter-
parts from Kyrgyzstan, Russia and 
Ukraine. As the last ones are the 
best in the world, the local teams 
have good opponents in defending 
the honour of their country.
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Kazakh student promotes 
nuclear weapons-free world at 

Peace Foundation in New Zealand
Continued from Page A1

The organisation has special am-
bassadors that help set up the event 
at their schools. “For Schools’ 
Peace Week we have amazing 
ambassadors from Kazakhstan. 
They are very smart and talented 
young people who are actively en-
gaged in social and political life. 
They help hosting the event in the 
schools registered for [Schools’ 
Peace Week] SPW, spread the 
word through their social media 
pages and serve as good role mod-
els for every student involved in 
our projects,” noted Kubayeva.

People who promote change in 
the surrounding communities and 
at the same time strive to be the 
change they want to see inspire 
her.

“I am inspired by people who 
relentlessly give their energy into 
building a safe and peaceful soci-
ety based on democratic values; 
who truly believe in the change, 
but they also try to improve them-
selves to be this change,” she said.

Kubayeva has been active 
since childhood. Born in 1992 in 
the small village of Kulsary near 
Aktobe city, she and her family 
moved to Aktobe four years later 
to access “more opportunities in 
the future.”

“My family is quite an average 
Kazakh family, not very rich, but 
also not very poor. My mother is a 
very hard-working woman whose 
dream was to ensure her children 
get the best future in growing Ka-
zakhstan with so many opportuni-
ties,” Kubayeva said.

Her passion for reading is one 
of many things instilled by her 
parents. “My childhood was full 
of reading. I remember that my fa-
vourite department in every store 
was the book department and I 
could spend hours looking at book 
titles and going over the books. I 
never went out of a shop without a 
new book. I asked my relatives to 
bring me a book as a present. The 
internet did not exist at that time 
in Kazakh households,” Kubayeva 
recalls of her childhood.

She was also an active high 
school student, taking part in vari-
ous events. She starred in theatri-
cal performances, sang in a band 
and danced in a city dance club. 
She was also active in academics 
taking part in local Olympiads in 
such subjects as the history of Ka-
zakhstan, Russian literature and 
physics.

Freedom to do what you want 
taught her one important thing, she 
said.

“I have never thought that our 

dreams had borders. I grew up 
with a free mind and I preserved 
it. I think this is my best achieve-
ment throughout all these years,” 
Kubayeva commented.

Freedom of choice is what she 
particularly likes about the Peace 
Foundation. “I am so free in offer-
ing my own vision and my ideas 
are always welcome by the team. 
Everyone really wants to help in-
terns and they do not just want 
tasks to be completed. You feel so 
appreciated, as a very important 
part of the whole process,” she 
said.

Studying abroad and immers-
ing herself in different cultures 
comes easily to Kubayeva, but the 
mixture of different identities chal-
lenged her.

“I easily can integrate into new 
conditions of different free socie-
ties, which is why some societal 
customs can become very close 
after some time spent in a coun-
try. That is why I feel like a person 
with many identities. Some may 
say it is a good thing, it is a result 
of globalisation and it is what we 
need to have. However, I feel the 
need to explore my very first cul-
ture, the Kazakh culture, to feel 
stronger and culturally more con-
fident to live truly a happy life,” 
Kubayeva said.
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Astana prepares rich cultural programme 
as EXPO 2017 passes halfway point

By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – EXPO 2017 may 
have passed its halfway point, 
but there are still numerous op-
portunities to enjoy the exhibi-
tion. A rich cultural programme 
of concerts and theatre perfor-
mances in August and early Sep-
tember awaits capital residents 
and visitors, offering everyone a 
chance to get the most out of the 
expo.

Limp Bizkit fans should mark 
Aug. 12 on their calendars, as their 
favourite band will arrive in Ka-
zakhstan to perform their popular 
hits at the Saryarka Cycle Track. 
Tickets are still available, with 
prices ranging from 10,000 tenge 
(US$30) to 28,000 tenge (US$85).

Italian music star Eros Ramaz-
zotti will give a concert Aug. 19 at 
the same venue. Tickets are avail-
able for 6,000 tenge (US$18.20) 
up to 28,000 tenge (US$85).

A world class MTV concert is 
scheduled Aug. 18 at the expo am-
phitheatre. Headlining the open-air 
show will be Akon, John Newman, 
R3wire & Varski, the Nova Twins 
and Kele Le Roc. Visitors need 
only purchase an expo ticket to en-
joy the great show.

The event is a unique one for 
Kazakhstan, as MTV International 
will be making its first visit to the 
Central Asian country. The concert 

will be streamed live on all MTV 
international channels.

Jazz fans are welcome to enjoy 
Jazzia 2017, an international festi-
val slated for Aug. 15-17 at Energy 
Hall. World-famous music groups 
including East Drive Band, Bill 
Evans Quartet, Shai Maestro Trio, 
Billy Cobham Band, Lee Ritenour 
Band and Marcus Miller, are ready 
to rock the stage. Tickets are 1,000 
tenge (US$3) and visitors will also 
need to purchase an entrance ticket 
to the expo.

Classic art lovers will appreci-
ate the cultural programme, as the 
Kurmangazy State Academic Or-
chestra of Folk Instruments contin-
ues its concert series. Founded in 
1934 by famous Kazakh composer 
Akhmet Zhubanov, the orchestra 
led by talented young conductor 
Arman Zhudebayev will present 
The Songs of the Great Steppe. 
Tickets for the Aug. 13 programme 
can be purchased for 1,000 tenge 
(US$3) up to 3,000 tenge (US$9).

The musicians will also perform 
Aug. 14-15 at Ethno Aul complex. 
Entrance is free of charge.

Capital residents and visitors 
have yet another opportunity to 
witness a bright collaboration of 
talented musicians from the State 
Woodwind Quintet, whose con-
cert is scheduled for Aug. 15 at the 
Astana Opera House. The perfor-
mance will feature compositions 
pertaining to different styles and 

epochs. Tickets are 2,000 tenge 
(US$6) and a very small number 
remain.

The London Contemporary Or-
chestra will visit the city Aug. 12 
to present Under the Skin: Live in 
collaboration with Kazakh musi-
cians at the Kazakhstan Concert 
Hall. The concert will present 

soundtracks composed by Mica 
Levi.

The movie was not distributed 
in Kazakhstan, so it is a chance 
to experience harmonic orchestra 
tones led by British conductor and 
violist Robert Ames. Ticket prices 
range from 2,000 tenge (US$6) to 
5,000 tenge (US$15).

The capital will also welcome 
soloists, the chorus and symphony 
orchestra of the world-renowned 
La Scala. Members of the opera 
company visited the city in 2014 
to participate in Astana Day cel-
ebrations.

Giuseppe Verdi’s comic opera 
“Falstaff” is scheduled for Sept. 

1, 4, 6 and 8, followed by Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 
on Sept. 7 and 9. Tickets are avail-
able from 1,000 tenge (US$3) to 
30,000 tenge (US$91).

All tickets may be pur-
chased online at tickets.ex-
po2017astana.com or at official 
ticket offices.

Plácido Domingo’s Operalia
winners announced

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – Romanian soprano 
Adela Zaharia and South African 
tenor Levy Sekgapane won first 
prize at the 25th Operalia, Pláci-
do Domingo’s annual opera com-
petition held July 24-29 as part of 
EXPO 2017 cultural programme.

Russian soprano Kristina Mkh-
itaryan and Italian tenor Davide 
Giusti received second prize. Ka-
zakh soprano Maria Mudryak and 
Korean baritone Leon Kim took 
third place and were named the 
audience’s favourite female and 
male finalists.

“Many singers can work hard 
and be well-prepared, but who 
knows when their names would 
become known to the world if it 
were not for Operalia. This is Op-
eralia’s main mission – to show 
the world the new artists, to make 
them famous,” said Domingo.

More than 1,000 applications 
were received and 40 contestants 
from 17 countries, including four 
from Kazakhstan, participated in 

the event. People’s Artist of the 
USSR Bibigul Tulegenova was 
the guest of honour.

“It is a great honour and a great 
sense of pride for us that the Op-
eralia competition took place in 
Kazakhstan, in the city of Asta-
na,” he said.

Soprano Oksana Sekerina from 
Russia and bass-baritone Boris 
Prýgl from the Czech Republic 
were awarded the Birgit Nils-
son prize for best performance in 
the Richard Wagner and Richard 
Strauss repertoire. Korean sopra-
no Sooyeon Lee received the Cul-
turArte prize chosen and offered 
by Bertita and Guillermo Martinez 
from CulturArte de Puerto Rico.

The competition is hosted by 
a different city every year. Do-
mingo does not participate in the 
voting process, but he is actively 
present throughout the competi-
tion, offering artistic and career 
guidance to each of the partici-
pants. Singers in the earlier stag-
es of their careers may also be 
chosen to join one of the Young 
Artist programmes launched by 

Domingo in Los Angeles and Va-
lencia.

According to tradition, Do-
mingo took his place on the con-
ductor’s podium after the official 
opening of the competition’s 
final round. The participants 
performed two arias in previous 
rounds and 14 contestants pre-
sented one aria in the final round. 
Five candidates for the Zarzuela 
section of the competition also 

performed one zarzuela aria, a 
Spanish lyric-dramatic genre 
similar to operetta.

Domingo, Latvian opera singer 
Marina Rebeka and Astana Opera 
principal soloist Medet Chota-
byaev also performed Aug. 1 and 
3 in the production of Giuseppe 
Verdi’s “La Traviata.”

Operalia was founded in 1993 
to discover young talent and help 
them launch their careers.

Arabic calligraphy 
exhibition opens at 
National Library

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – An exhibition of 
Arabic calligraphy opened in the 
National Academic Library initiat-
ed by the Kazakh Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports and the Research 
Centre for Islamic History, Art and 
Culture (IRCICA). Until Aug. 17, 
visitors can view 30 works of cal-
ligraphy, including masterpieces 
of famous calligraphy masters.

“These are the selected works 
of the winners of the IRCICA in-
ternational competitions on cal-
ligraphy, held between 1986 and 
2016. These works represent dif-
ferent handwriting and they are 
the best of them. In ancient times, 
Kazakhstan was also the centre 
of the world civilisation; Islamic 
art was developed here, including 
calligraphy. A lot of Kazakh sci-
entists, theologians and calligra-
phers are well known and our task 
is to revive the forgotten heritage 
in Kazakhstan and other countries 
of Central Asia. This is the first 
step,” said Doctor of Historical 
Sciences, IRCICA Spokesman in 
Kazakhstan Ashirbek Muminov, 
expo2017culture.kz reports.

“IRCICA wants to continue 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Culture and Sports. We intend to 
open the IRCICA cabinet on Is-
lamic culture in the building of 
the library. We want to bring more 
than 200 publications to Astana. In 
addition, a centre will be equipped 
here, where our scientists will be 
able to study digitised copies of 
books from the IRCICA library 

fund, counting approximately 
80,000 books, historical photo-
graphs and documents. They too 
can be made available to local 
readers,” he added.

According to him, the exhibi-
tion features works of the authors 
of our time. At present, calligra-
phy attracts growing interest in all 
countries of the Muslim world, as 
well as in the European countries.

“These works contain quotes 
from the Quran, the Prophet Mu-
hammad’s sayings, wise utterances 
having a sacred meaning. Callig-
raphy is a merger of the spiritual 
and the beautiful. It unites talented 
people of art, who are representa-
tives of different calligraphic 
schools in the world, for example, 
from Arab countries, Iran, Indone-
sia and Turkey. These are the larg-
est powers, where there are several 
calligraphic schools,” Muminov 
added.

He highlighted the importance 
of this exhibition for Kazakh resi-
dents and the young generation.

“We hope that the youth will 
be interested. This exhibition is 
a kind of education of young cal-
ligraphers, who will be able to 
comprehend the secrets of callig-
raphy through examples of the best 
works. I reiterate that Kazakhstan 
was one of the centres of Islamic 
civilisation. Calligraphy was de-
veloped here. Unfortunately, dur-
ing the Soviet period, traditions 
were lost. Now these traditions are 
reviving. As President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev noted, spiritual re-
vival and national identity are now 
especially important,” he said.
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Maria Mudryak of Kazakhstan receives her prize for the third place. 

A scene from “La Traviata” opera
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The project, 
implemented by 
the Samruk Kazyna 
Sovereign Wealth Fund 
and Almaty’s Akimat 
(city administration), 
intends to make it easier 
to cycle in the city.

Social health insurance fund accumulates 
$2.4 million in July

Staff Report

ASTANA – The Social Health 
Insurance Fund received 800 mil-
lion tenge (US$2.4 million) in pay-
ments in July, according to Fund 
Chairperson  Yelena Bakhmutova.

“According to the preliminary 
data, the total volume of contri-
butions exceeded 800 million 
tenge (US$2.4 million), so this 
means that the number of peo-
ple that got insured went above 
384,000. We expect around 4.5 
billion tenge (US$13.4 million) 
in August. In general, the dynam-

ics that we observed in July match 
what we expect to accumulate un-
til the end of this year – 27 billion 
tenge (US$80.3 million),” noted 
Bakhmutova.

The funds will be accumulating 
until January 2018, said Kazakh 
Minister of Healthcare Yelzhan 
Birtanov.

“This sum will be accumulated. 
It will be allocated starting January 
next year to pay for medical servic-
es for insured citizens,” added he.

The amount of contributions 
in the fund varies across regions. 
“Leaders in terms of contribu-
tions are East Kazakhstan, Kara-

ganda, Kostanai and Almaty re-
gions, which together contributed 
49 percent of all payments in the 
fund. This amount covers 234,000 
people,” said Bakhmutova.

The compulsory health insur-
ance system has been on top of the 
agenda of the healthcare ministry 
and other competent bodies since 
2015, when Kazakhstan President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev first an-
nounced the introduction of social 
health insurance scheme in the 100 
Concrete Steps programme, along 
with other institutional reforms.

The World Bank provided an 
$80 million loan to Kazakhstan for 

that purpose. The agreement was 
signed in May.

The loan payments will come 
from the budget of the Ministry 
of Finance, not the fund savings, 
Birtanov assured.

“The loan term is five years. This 
means that nearly six billion tenge 
(US$17.9 million) will be allocated 
annually to enhance the social health 
insurance fund and the system in 
general. Six billion tenge a year 
compared to approximately 1 trillion 
tenge (US$2.98 billion) and more of 
the fund savings. This is a very small 
percentage from what the fund will 
have in control,” added Birtanov.

Thirty-one bicycle share stations open in Almaty
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The public bicycle 
system of the Almaty Bike pro-
ject recently expanded its service, 
making available for shared use an 
inexpensive means of transporta-
tion.

The project, implemented by the 
Samruk Kazyna Sovereign Wealth 
Fund and Almaty’s Akimat (city 
administration), intends to make it 
easier to cycle in the city. The bike 
share system encourages the pub-
lic to engage in a healthy form of 
transportation that also benefits the 
environment. The system provides 
an alternative to public and private 
automobile transportation and is 
intended for short trips.

“There are 50 bicycle stations 
with 270 bicycles around the city. 
On July 31, the team of the Al-
maty Bike social and innovation 

project launched 31 new bicycle 
stations under the second phase of 

the project. They will be located in 
the streets of Tole bi, Raiymbek, 

Mametov, as well as in the Cen-
tral Park of Culture and Sports,” 

the press service of Almaty bike 
reported.

The second phase of the project 
provides for installation of an ad-
ditional 150 bicycle stations with 
1,460 bicycles, which will cover 
the main business part of the city. 
The phased launch of additional 
bike stations will be carried out 
during the July-September period. 
The area of coverage is about 98 
square kilometres.

At the third stage, an additional 
100 bicycles will be installed and 
680 bicycles will be purchased, 
which will cover almost all the 
busy parts of the city. Next year, 
Almaty is expected to have 300 bi-
cycle stations with 2,410 bicycles.

Any Almaty citizen and guest of 
the city, having registered in the 
system and having added money to 
his or her account, can rent a bicy-
cle at any bike rental station, make 

a trip and return the bicycle to any 
other station.

The operation of the system does 
not require connection to the city 
communications, since it operates 
on solar energy.

Similar systems are available in 
Shymkent and Astana.

Continued from Page B1

“People still want to participate in 
the clean-up events. There must al-
ways be an example and I think we 
showed a positive example to fol-
low. Such activities are very impor-
tant; they should become a socially 
recognised norm of life. Still, it is 
100 percent about communication. 
People from different spheres come 
to charity events, get acquainted and 
make friends. Club Dobryakov is 
connecting people,” she added.

Kosshi is a popular picnic spot 
among locals, a place to spend time 
with family and friends in the fresh 
air. Unfortunately, as a rule, people 
tend to leave a lot of waste after such 
events.

“While we were cleaning up 
in Kosshi, I saw a young woman 
throwing a used diaper from her 
baby into the river. Therefore, the 
problem with garbage is much deep-
er. It is about education in the fam-
ily,” said Abdrasheva.

“I see two ways out of the situa-
tion. They are huge fines for rubbish 
and a switch to environmentally 
self-destructive products. These are 

packages and utensils. Of course, 
we need social media, banners and 
more garbage cans, but the most im-
portant is upbringing and love of our 
land,” she added.

Abdrasheva has been included in 
the list of candidates for “100 new 
faces of Kazakhstan.” Volunteers 
believe the whole country will know 
about them.

The project will tell the story of 
100 people, representing different 
regions, ages and ethnicities, who 
have succeeded during the years of 
independence. In his article “Course 
towards the Future: Modernisation 
of Kazakhstan’s Identity,” President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev offered to 
draw citizens’ attention to the stories 
of the nation’s contemporaries and 

create a new multimedia platform 
where everyone can get to know 
them.

The project aims to find and show 
the true stories of people who have 
achieved success through hard work, 
knowledge and talent. Implementa-
tion will consist of several stages, 
beginning with collecting applica-
tions. All are welcome to participate.

Digitalisation, single 
window system to 

ease export-import 
documentation

By Inga Selezneva

ASTANA – The digitalisation 
of customs declarations and a sin-
gle window principle for export-
import transactions will be intro-
duced in the country, said Vice 
Minister of Finance Ruslan Beket-
ayev at an Aug. 2 press conference 
at the Kazakh government.

The mechanism for simplifying 
customs procedures is provided for 
in the new Customs Code. Elec-
tronic versions of documents take 
priority over paper documents, ac-
cording to the regulations.

“Currently, the processing of 
documents takes an average of 
two hours. The customs declara-
tion will be issued automatically 
getting into the green corridor with 
the introduction of the Astana -1 
system,” said Beketayev.

According to the official, a sin-
gle window principle for export-
import operations is planned to be 
launched from the beginning of 
2019.

“A participant of the foreign 
economic activity will receive all 
the necessary permits from the 
state bodies through the unified 

access point in the process of cus-
toms clearance of goods. Business 
people will no longer need to pro-
vide paper documents to the cus-
toms office,” he noted.

It will be possible to apply and 
receive all required permits and 
certificates as a certificate of con-
formity in electronic form through 
the information website. Partici-
pants of the foreign economic ac-
tivities will be able to receive a 
month’s delay on customs duties 
and taxes, and for certain catego-
ries of goods – up to six months.

Kazakhstan will also introduce 
the Postfactum, a customs clear-
ance regime, next year.

“Postfactum is an opportunity 
for all participants of foreign eco-
nomic activity to use the goods 
immediately after crossing the bor-
der. The customs declaration can 
be filled within 10-40 days after 
the import of the goods,” he said.

The Ministry of Finance will 
launch the Virtual Warehouse pro-
ject in October.

“In this case, sales of goods 
will not be possible without post-
ing goods at the warehouse. This 
allows avoiding fraudulent opera-
tions and false e-invoices,” he said.

Kazakh farmers 
produced $2.7 billion 
in goods in six months

Staff Report

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s gross 
agricultural output increased more 
than 3 percent to 887.5 billion 
tenge (US$2.7 billion) in the first 
six months of the year, according 
to a report by Vice Minister of 
Agriculture Gulmira Issayeva at 
a recent Central Communications 
Service briefing.

“During the first half of the 
year, the gross agricultural output 
increased by 3.1 percent to 887.5 
billion tenge,” she said. “Produc-
tion of livestock increased by 3.1 
percent; plant production, by 2.2 
percent.”

During the same period, agricul-
tural investment increased 56 per-
cent, while the gross output in the 
agricultural processing industry 
increased 7.5 percent, she added.

As of July 20, exports of grain 
crops and flour reached 4.056 mil-
lion tonnes, according to state rev-
enue committee operative data and 
Kazakhstan Temir Zholy. Wheat 
and flour remain the country’s 

export leaders; export of wheat 
was 2.143 million tonnes. In com-
parison, only 4.5 million tonnes of 
wheat were exported last year.

Authorities are working to reduce 
imports of basic food products for 
domestic consumption, said Is-
sayeva, and imports of 11 major 
food products decreased this year 
compared to Jan.-May 2016.The 
list is comprised of 29 items, in-
cluding mutton (65 percent), onions 
(46 percent), cabbage (22 percent), 
cereals (20 percent), dairy products 
(18 percent), butter (17 percent), 
wheat flour (14 percent), processed 
milk (13 percent), vegetable oil, 
cheese and cottage cheese (10 per-
cent) and beet roots (5 percent). 
The figures represent 38 percent of 
consumed food products.

Decreases were also seen in the 
same category in import share. 
Butter reduced by 5.7 percent, fish 
(5.6 percent), vegetable oil (3.4 
percent), poultry meat (2.7 per-
cent), cereals (2.4 percent), dairy 
products (2.3 percent),cheeses and 
cottage cheese (0.7 percent) and 
processed milk (0.1 percent).

Volunteers clean up Astana suburbs
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EBRD, government to finance modernising 
heat supply facility in Ust-Kamenogorsk

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – The European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) signed a memo-
randum with the East Kazakhstan 
region akimat (administration) 
Aug. 2 to provide a 3 billion tenge 
(US$9 million) senior loan to 
modernise the district heating sys-
tem in Ust-Kamenogorsk.

The investment is aimed at im-
proving energy efficiency, reduc-
ing heat loss and optimising opera-
tions. The Kazakh government is 
expected to allocate an additional 
investment grant of 1.8 billion 
tenge (US$5.4 million) as part of 
the Enhanced Partnership Frame-

work Arrangement between the 
bank and Kazakhstan. The city will 
also earmark 200 million tenge 
(US$604,400) from its budget.

“I am pleased to say that the East 
Kazakhstan region has become the 
most active in the country in attract-
ing EBRD financing for its public 
utilities. The loan we are signing 
today is one of several investments 
we are working on. The EBRD is 
the largest international investor in 
the regions of Kazakhstan. We are 
committed to creating new enter-
prises and jobs in remote regions as 
well as improving essential public 
services,” said EBRD Director for 
Infrastructure in Russia and Central 
Asia Ekaterina Miroshnik.

Plans include replacing the 2.2 

kilometres of transmission net-
work, modernising the power 
supply and automation system at 
pumping stations and heat sup-
ply units and purchasing special 
equipment to repair and maintain 
the heat supply facilities.

Cooperation with the bank pro-
vides tangible results and offers 
optimism about the future, said 
East Kazakhstan region Akim 
(Governor) Daniyal Akhmetov.

“We need to shift financing in-
frastructure facilities to the pri-
vate sector. We have developed 
several interesting projects in the 
field of mineral extraction and this 
is another area of work with the 
EBRD,” he added.

A senior loan of up to 3.6 bil-

lion tenge (US$10.8 million) was 
also signed to finance updating 
the street lighting systems in Ust-
Kamenogorsk and Semey in June.

Kazakhstan became the second 
largest EBRD market in 2016 with 
more than 1.05 billion euro (US$1.24 
billion) in annual investments due 
to the 2014 Enhanced Partnership 
Framework Arrangement, in which 
the government co-finances moderni-
sation projects with investment grants.

The EBRD has invested more 
than 7.3 billion euros (US$8.6 
billion) in various sectors of the 
Kazakh economy with a focus on 
non-oil and gas areas and approxi-
mately 1.65 billion euros (US$1.94 
billion) in sustainable energy and 
resource projects.



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2017

NATION&CAPITAL

EXPO 2017
B5

L - R: Ambassador of France to Kazakhstan Francis Etienne, France’s  
Commissioner for EXPO 2017 Pascal Lorot and Astana EXPO 2017 Board 
Deputy Chairperson Yerbol Shormanov.

France’s pavilion sets event records, 
displays energy saving technologies

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – France is using 
EXPO 2017 to showcase innovative 
approaches to meeting future energy 
demand. The country is the owner 
of one of the largest pavilions at the 
exhibition, measuring 1,084 square 
metres, and is hosting major sub-
ject-related panels and discussions. 
Through the end of July, 300,000 
people have visited the pavilion.

The Astana Times spoke with 
French National Commissioner Pas-
cal Lorot to learn about the country’s 
participation in the expo, its partners 
and programme.

Pavilion
France is presenting three key 

themes, including renewable energy 
sources, to provide information and 
present new eye-opening technolo-
gies, smart cities, smart buildings 
and eco-mobility.

A portrait of Marianne, the nation-
al symbol of liberty, was created by 
street artist Yann Dalon to welcome 
visitors to join in the festive and en-
ergetic atmosphere of the pavilion.

“We were one of the first countries 
in the European Union that signed a 
strategic partnership agreement with 
Kazakhstan many years ago. Our 
country has always actively support-
ed Kazakhstan,” said Lorot.

The pavilion is set up in eight dif-
ferent spaces, conceived and created 
by its partners under the supervision 
of the French High Commissariat.

“Many visitors coming to the pa-
vilion are quite surprised because 
there’s a lot of innovation. It’s not 
only a mix of know-how technolo-
gy, but also art and culture. We have 
put some cultural background and 
cultural figures who contributed to 
the advancement of the human be-
ing on the world scale between inno-
vative and technology tools. France 
is a land of culture and history and 
we want to bring a small piece of 
culture and history to a broad envi-
ronment which is mainly dominated 
by energy innovation,” he added.

Companies and partners 
at expo

Pavilion partners include well-
known French companies and or-
ganisations including Total, Syctom, 
Agency for Environment and En-
ergy Management (ADEME), Veo-
lia, Peugeot, Vicat, Saint-Gobain 
and ITER. Each provides different 
sources of energy to reduce energy 
consumption and draw the attention 

of the international community to 
the process of climate change.

“Most of our partners brought 
some new concepts, design and in-
novative ideas. Vicat presents a 
translucent concrete which opens a 
large room of innovation for archi-
tects and urbanism. It is exclusively 
presented here. There is also a veg-
etalised wall and solar panels encap-
sulated in concrete,” said Lorot.

Total uses interactive wheels with 
animation and pictures to convey 
information on future energies, bio-
energies and solar energies. The sec-

tion devoted to Saint-Gobain shows 
how different isolation materials 
can lead to variations in comfort 
and energy optimisation. Syctom 
proposes different forms of waste 
retreatment, including producing 
heat and electricity from waste in-
cineration.

“ITER is a big international or-
ganisation which is based in the 
south-east of France. They show 
what the energy revolution will be 
within three or four decades,” he 
said.

The pavilion has been designed, 
developed and managed by team of 
five, including the commissioner.

“We have some trainees coming 
from France and Kazakhstan who 
support us and participate in the life 
of the pavilion,” he added.

France’s commitment to 
renewable energy

“The exhibition is an opportunity 
to meet people and to talk about in-
novative subjects. Future energy is 
the important theme as well as new 
technologies, environment preserva-
tion and other issues. It is a broad 
theme which is strategic for the fu-
ture of humankind. I’m confident 
that this will have some outcomes 
after the exhibition. It is a tradition 
of Kazakhstan to gather people from 
different places to start talking in or-
der to make a more peaceful world,” 
said Lorot.

France adopted a law for energy 
transition towards green growth in 
August 2015, which states that more 
than one-third of all the energy pro-
duced will come from renewable 
sources by 2030.

“We are not only focusing on the 
main renewable energy issues, but 
we also need to find new processes 
so we focus a lot on small and me-

dium-sized enterprises (SMEs). We 
have many projects in France to 
support SMEs working in the field 
of renewable energy. As an example, 
ADEME has a special project which 
is named Investments for the Future 
and in terms of renewable energy, 
since 2010 till now we have given 
more than 2.5 billion euros to sup-
port small projects,” he said.

Event schedule
Whether it’s a celebr ation of 

World Music Day (Fête de la Mu-
sique), Bastille Day or thematic 
seminars, a diverse programme of 
events is attracting an audience to 
the pavilion.

“Between June 10 and the end 
of July, we have organised events 
on average every two days. We or-
ganised seminars on reorganisation 
of housing in terms of noise, heat, 
safety and efficient and professional 
waste retreatments. We plan to con-
tinue a series of economic seminars 
as we try to develop cooperation 
between French and Kazakh compa-
nies and institutions. All the events 
were organised in partnership with 
local partners,” said Lorot.

The agreement between Pavlodar 
Oil Chemical Plant and Air Liquide 
Munay Tech Gases strengthening 
relations between Kazakhstan and 
France was also signed at the pavil-
ion.

“Our mission is to show the best 
of technologies of France in regards 
to the theme of future energy. We 
are fully committed to a complete 
success of the exhibition because 
we know it’s very important for Ka-
zakhstan. I would like to stress that 
the expo in Kazakhstan is very well 
organised. Consultations and posi-
tive discussions held here have been 
shown to have a higher chance of 
success,” he said.

Italy’s pavilion 
showcases nation’s 

history, achievements
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The nearly 
900-square metre Italian pavilion 
is one of the largest at EXPO 2017. 
The average visit lasts about 20-30 
minutes, which top Italian officials 
assure is enough time to study the 
country’s ancient history and many 
achievements.

The expo in the Kazakh capital 
recently crossed the mid-point and 
keeps amassing dozens of thou-
sands of visitors daily in spite of 
heat interchanging with swift rains. 
More than 4,500 Kazakh staff from 
every corner of the country and 
international volunteers are self-
lessly and happily accommodating 
local and foreign guests.

The Italian pavilion is relying on 
more than 40 locals to demonstrate 
the full potential of its display. In 
particular, it focuses on the time-
line and achievements of 15 Italian 
provinces in energy technology in 
the 1940s, which have subsequent-
ly become obsolete and replaced 
with new inventions, according to 
Pavilion Commissioner and Italy’s 
Ambassador in Kazakhstan Ste-
fano Ravagnan.

Each region has developed hun-
dreds of promising projects for the 
future aimed at developing new 
ways to obtain and use energy 
with greater environmental friend-
liness and efficiency, he said, and 
each province chose an aspect 
typical for its area. The Veneto re-
gion highlights Murano glass, the 
Tuscany region presents its fine 
ceramics and the Lazio region and 
Rome showcase models of Roman 
ruins.

The pavilion is divided into four 
ovals, each named for a prominent 

Italian scientist – Leonardo da 
Vinci, Enrico Fermi, Antonio Pa-
cinotti and Alessandro Volta – and 
portraying a different theme. The 
“talking” walls provide informa-
tion about the country’s breath-
taking scenery and milestones.

“Some 4,000 companies are 
working in Italy to obtain energy 
from alternative sources,” Pavil-
ion Coordinator Stanislao Cantono 
told the local media. “Our coun-
try’s energy is already produced 
from water, sun and heat. We plan 
to learn how to receive energy 
from waves. You can find scien-
tific implementations of Italian 
scientists in our pavilion during 
the exhibition.”

“Italy has a very rich history and 
culture that we know to this day 
since the ancient times,” pavilion 
guest Berik Amanzholov, an ac-
countant from the capital, told The 
Astana Times. “I think I say this on 
behalf of millions of people around 
the globe that Italy is admired and 
loved in the whole world and espe-
cially for their beautiful language, 
culture and football! We all en-
joy Italian pizza and spaghetti, so 
there is no need to accentuate on 
their image.”

“I would say Italy is on my top 
five list of pavilions at the expo; 
of course, the Kazakh pavilion 
Nur Alem is on the top,” he added, 
noting the Italians impressed him 
with their decorations and histori-
cal knowledge.

The expo, Kazakhstan’s largest 
international event to date, will 
run through Sept. 10. Organisers 
were originally expecting approxi-
mately five million guests; on July 
30, officials announced nearly 1.8 
million people have visited the ex-
hibition since June 10.

What to see in Kazakh National Museum during EXPO 2017
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – The National Muse-
um of Kazakhstan is hosting several 
exhibitions within the EXPO 2017 
cultural programme. Most will last 
until Sept. 10 – so don’t miss the 
chance to visit the exclusive dis-
plays.

Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s Terra-
cotta Army, which opened in June, 
is a display of four terracotta statues, 
as well as different weapons, house-
hold items and jewellery. He was 
China’s first emperor and the army 
is composed of sculptures depict-
ing his warriors and horses. Built 
in the third century BC, each of the 
8,000 statues has its own features. 
All were buried with the emperor to 
accompany him in the afterlife and 
discovered in the 1970s. The Terra-
cotta Army is part of the UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization) 
World Heritage List.

Sultan Baybars and His Epoch 
gives visitors a peak at the life and 
history of one of the most eminent 
sultans of Egypt and Syria, where 
he ruled from 1260-1277. Known 

for his military campaigns and ad-
ministrative reforms, Baybars, who 
was of Turkic descent and hailed 
from the steppes of what is today 
Kazakhstan, was largely responsi-
ble for establishing the Mamluk dy-
nasty that ruled the region for sev-
eral centuries and made Egypt the 
political and religious centre of the 
Muslim world. The display, which 
features the collection of the Mu-
seum of Islamic Art in Cairo, will 
close Aug. 10.

Another must-see exhibit is East 
and West: Old Weapons from the 
Collection of the State Hermitage, 
which will be showcased in the na-
tional museum until Sept. 20. The 
display contains approximately 
80 battlefield and hunting imple-
ments, parade arms and armour 
from France, Germany, India, Iran, 
Italy, Japan, Spain and Turkey. The 
oldest exhibit is a set of 16th-cen-
tury German tournament armour; 
the youngest, a sabre made by Ku-
bachi craftsmen in Daghestan in the 
early 20th century, according to the 
Hermitage website. The collection 
also includes items that belonged 
to Napoleon and Russian Emper-
ors Alexander I and Alexander II. 

The exhibits offer an opportunity to 
evaluate the contribution made by 
weapon makers in the development 
of decorative and applied art, as 
well as demonstrate their technical 
perfection. While the items no long-
er serve their original purpose, their 
characteristics show the talent and 
skills of the armourers of the past.

A unique international exhibition 
of original Scythian gold artefacts 
presents more than 200 of the arti-
facts of the Scythian culture of the 
7th-11th centuries BC from the col-
lections of the National Museum 
of Kazakhstan and Orenburg Gov-
ernor’s Regional History Museum, 
as well as the findings of Kazakh 
archaeologist Krym Altynbekov. 
The exhibit represents the treasures 
of the artistic culture of the ancient 
nomads and gives an opportunity 
to feel the spirit of the past, noted 
the national museum’s website. The 
display will be held until Sept. 1.

For the first time, Kazakhstan is 
hosting Masterpieces of Russian 
Art from the Collections of the 
United States. Visitors can view 35 
masterpieces, including the works 
of world-famous painters such as 
Aivazovsky, Burliuk, Ekster, Gon-

charova, Harlamoff, Korovin, Lari-
onov, Makovsky and Shukhaev. 
Each played a significant role in the 
history of 19th-20th art and the ex-
hibit is being held through the ABA 
Gallery in New York with the sup-
port of the Kazakh Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports, sponsors and U.S. 
private funds.

In Search of Shambala: Master-
pieces from the Nicholas Roerich 
Museum New York, on display 
in Kazakhstan for the first time, 
includes 37 works created by the 
artist from the 1920s through the 
1940s. Roerich travelled frequent-
ly and hundreds of his works were 
painted during the Central Asian 

expedition to Chinese Turkestan, 
Mongolia, India, Tibet and Al-
tai, including a 1926 trip to East 
Kazakhstan. Throughout his life 
Roerich created about 7,000 paint-
ings, many of which are presented 
in well-known galleries of the 
world. The display will be avail-
able through the end of the expo.
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Alipbek Usserbayev

Arnasai – eco-friendly weekend 
getaway for leisure and knowledge

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The Arnasai Green 
Technology Centre, also known 
as the “Eco-friendly village,” pro-
motes organic agriculture and 
spreads the culture of conserving 
and preserving natural resources.

The summer season in the city 
is too short to spend at home on 
the weekends. If Borabai has been 
fully explored and one is looking 
for a short trip out of town, the 
eco-village might just be the place 
to visit. The local media labelled it 
“mini EXPO 2017,” as the centre 
has been endorsing innovative and 
environmentally-friendly methods 
of agriculture as part of its green 
technology ethos.

Arnasai village is located 32 kilo-

metres from the city, according to 
the directions on its website. After 
grabbing snacks and making sure 
there is enough drinking water for 
the several-hour weekend getaway, 
visitors should drive the Astana-
Karaganda Highway, Karaganda-
bound.

Renamed from Vyacheslavka in 
2007, Arnasai has a little more than 
1,000 people – half male and half 
female.

“Welcome,” reads the sign in Ka-
zakh, Russian and English attached 
to the top part of the two-storey 
green building. It sticks out from 
the rest, as the greenhouse has solar 
panels on the roof and its wall flash-
es the logos of its multiple sponsors.

At first sight, the greenhouse 
doesn’t seem to be very impressive: 
a Soviet-style facility with long, 

dim corridors. Its functions, how-
ever, do impress.

A man in one of the offices, who 
volunteered to act as a guide but pre-
ferred to remain anonymous, agreed 
to speak with The Astana Times.

“There is a greenhouse at the side 
of the building,” he said. “There are 
also a phyto-diode greenhouse in 
the basement as well as a lit fishing 
tank; all in all, 35 green technology 
projects from both Kazakh and for-
eign inventors.”

The mini-greenhouse in the base-
ment uses phyto-diodes as its source 
of light, which serve as an alterna-
tive to costlier heating equipment.

“Next are the fish tanks with the 
reclaimed water system,” he said as 
he opened the door to the adjoining 
room.

“There are over 1,000 African 

catfish, sturgeon and tilapia fish be-
ing grown in these tanks,” he added, 
noting the reclaimed water is circu-
lated and used to irrigate vegetables 
in the greenhouses.

In the backyard, the house offers a 
summer expo camp for Boy Scouts 
ages nine-18.

“Hundreds of them arrive here 
from Monday-Friday and spend 
the nights in the tents. They have a 
climbing wall, yurts, try different ac-
tivities and learn survival skills. This 
is a good school for them,” he said.

Across the street, organisers 
are building a small expo park 
where visitors and locals can 
stroll along the cemented pave-
ment and enjoy the shade from 
tall, hundred-year old trees – a 
rare view in the steppes near the 
capital.

The village is located next to the 
Vyacheslavkoye water reserve that 
was once and still is a favourite fish-
ing and leisure getaway for city resi-
dents. Now, however, getting there 
has become a bit more complicated.

There are no road signs for the 
Arnasai exit, as parts of the Astana-
Karaganda Highway are still under 
construction. Drivers need to note 
the 22-kilometre mark from the 
capital border and take a left turn 
toward Babatai. After crossing the 
railway, make a right after the Ar-
nasai – 9 kilometres sign, continue 
to the end and then take another left. 
At the end of the horizon one will 
see the military base and Arnasai. 
Taking a left from that point will get 
one to Arnasai Village.

Air Astana’s international traffic 
increases 22 percent

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Thanks to steady 
economic growth, Air Astana’s in-
ternational passenger traffic posted 
significant improvement in the first 
half of the year.

“The economy of Kazakhstan 
is showing a slight recovery af-
ter two difficult years and we 
expect that the recovery process 
will accelerate in the process of 
economic diversification,” com-
pany president Peter Foster told 
the media.

The growth of international pas-
senger traffic is “encouraging, es-

pecially in terms of business trav-
el,” he noted.

“Such factors as the international 
specialised exhibition EXPO 2017 
with facilitated visa procedures, 
the new terminal at the Nursultan 
Nazarbayev International Airport 
in Astana and constant work on the 
development of the airline favour-
ably influenced the restoration of 
passenger traffic,” he said.

“Despite high prices for aviation 
fuel in Kazakhstan, the unit cost 
remains competitive, which allows 
us to increase our share in the seg-
ment of long-haul international air 
transportation. This is promoted by 
our reputation as the airline with a 

high quality of service in foreign 
markets. Our yet another Skytrax 
award in the nomination Best Air-
line of Central Asia and India is a 
confirmation of that reputation,” he 
added.

Foster noted the airline contin-
ues working to improve its servic-
es, recently introducing onboard 
Internet access and acquiring new 
aircraft.

“We recently signed an agree-
ment to purchase five new Em-
braer E190-E2 aircraft in the fall of 
2018. The new Embraer E190-E2 
airliners, together with the Airbus 
A320neo planes, have already been 
delivered to us. These are aircraft 
with low fuel consumption. All our 
steps will further enhance the effi-
ciency of our business and improve 
the quality of the product,” he said.

The national airline transported 
1,894,391 passengers from Janu-
ary-June, according to its Aug. 1 
press release.

“The airline has carried 
1,007,413 passengers via domes-
tic routes and 886,978 passengers 

via international routes. The total 
passenger flow increased 12 per-
cent compared to the same period 
last year. The increase of passenger 
traffic on domestic routes was 4 
percent, while international traffic 
grew 22 percent due to an increase 
in the number of transit passengers 
travelling with a stop at the airports 
of Astana and Almaty,” it added.

Air Astana currently has itinerar-
ies of more than 60 international 
and domestic flights operated from 
the Almaty and Astana airports. 
The fleet consists of 31 aircraft 
such as Boeing 767-300ER, Boe-
ing 757-200 and Airbus A320, 
including A320neo, and Embraer 
E190.

The airline became the first car-
rier among the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) countries 
and Eastern Europe to be awarded 
a prestigious four-star rating by the 
international agency Skytrax in 
2012 and the title of Best Airline in 
Central Asia and India. Air Astana 
repeated both awards for the next 
five years.

National concept provides 
positive indicators for 

South Kazakhstan’s 
tourism development

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Approximately 
700,000 tourists have visited 
Turkestan this year, said Akim 
(Mayor) of the city Alipbek Usser-
bayev at a July 24 press conference 
in the regional capital of Shym-

kent. The pleasant tendency keeps 
growing and the region, rich with 
ancient cities, natural reserves, 
museums and temples, is hosting 
more sightseers every year.

“The number of tourists was 
618,000 people four years ago. 
Over 1.6 million people, includ-
ing 24,000 foreign tourists, vis-
ited the city in 2016. Approxi-
mately 700,000 tourists visited 
the city this year and this exceeds 
the figures for the same period of 
last year by 92,291 people,” said 
Usserbayev.

The six-month revenue from the 
tourism sector totalled 1.496 bil-
lion tenge (US$4.5 million).

The Kone Turkestan (Ancient 
Turkestan) concept was adopted 
to reconstruct and preserve the ob-
jects near the Khoja Ahmed Yas-
sawi Mausoleum in the territory of 
the Khazrat Sultan State Historical 
and Cultural Reserve Museum as 

part of Madeni Mura, the Cultural 
Heritage programme. The project 
will cover 99.6 hectares and will 
be implemented in three stages.

Tourist facilities will be con-
structed on 12.8 hectares near 
the Khoja Ahmed Yassawi Mau-
soleum. Plans are also underway 
to build a 45-hectare ethno-park, 

restore the ancient historical lake 
and create an open-air museum.

A leisure zone, including the 
Kazakh Khandy memorial com-
plex, an ethno and multimedia 
centre, park, bazaar, canteens and 
hotel, will be located on the cen-
tral streets. The total value of the 
project is about 7.8 billion tenge 
(US$23.8 million).

Development of the site as a 
historical and cultural centre of 
Turkestan is a priority for the en-
tire South Kazakhstan region. His-
torical and cultural tourism is a key 
product for the Heart of the Great 
Silk Road cluster and the concept 
will help promote the region as 
part of the Tourism Industry De-
velopment 2020 initiative.

Medical and recreational tour-
ism is regarded as one of the most 
promising areas.

“Turkestan is located on a huge 
network of underground thermal 
waters. The thermal water of the 
Shipa-su sanatorium is identical in 
its properties to the waters of the 
Novo-Izhevskaya sanatorium in 
Udmurtia, Vytautas in Lithuania 
and Truskavets in Ukraine,” said 
Usserbayev.

The Khoja Ahmed Yassawi 
Mausoleum, included on the 
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) World Heritage List, 
is considered the most visited at-
traction regionally. The ancient 
settlement of Sauran, burial site 
of Ukash Ata and mausoleums of 
Gaukhar Ana and Alhozha Ata are 
also of great interest to tourists 
and pilgrims.

2,000-year-old settlement to open in Shymkent
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – An archaeological 
open-air museum will open in the 
ancient settlement of Shymkent, 
the regional city administration 
press service reported in late July.  

The remains of an ancient set-
tlement in the centre of the city, 
which were almost demolished, 
have been preserved due to the ef-
forts of scientists, archaeologists 
and reporters. The project will in-
clude demolishing the market and 
houses constructed around the cit-
adel in the last decades, restoring 
the walls of the ancient city and 
the anticipated construction of a 
stylised fortress corresponding to 
the one that once surrounded the 
city wall. Architects and builders 
will collaborate with local histori-
ans and researchers.

“This historical site is of special 
importance. The design work and 
estimated documentation, modern 
building cleaning and construc-
tion of walls will take about four 

years. A leisure zone with artisans’ 
quarter will also be located there,” 
noted the statement.

“The Kazrestavraciya Company 
will develop the design and esti-
mate the documentation of the 
project to keep a scientific ap-
proach to this facility,” said Shy-
mkent Akim (Mayor) Gabidulla 
Abdrakhimov.

Construction work will start in 
2018 and will be completed two 
years later. Celebratory events 
dedicated to the 2,200th anniver-
sary of the city’s foundation will 
be hosted at the citadel, as the age 
was confirmed by archaeological 
research conducted in the area.

“Scientific restoration only can 
be carried out on the ancient set-
tlement area, then it can be in-
cluded in the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) heritage 
list. All the works must be carried 
out in accordance with the UN-
ESCO Convention, as Kazakhstan 
has adhered to the World Heritage 
Convention. If the ancient settle-

ment of Shymkent and Sairam is 
included in the heritage list, they 

will join the range of unique mon-
uments of world architecture,” 

said academician Bauyrzhan 
Baitanayev.

The presence of modern hu-
mans on the Shymkent territory is 
evidenced by occasional finds of 
ceramic vessels from the Bronze 
Age related to the Andronov cul-
ture. The artefacts were unearthed 
near the oil and fats plant, includ-
ing the accidental discovery in 
the area of the chemical plant of 
a Scythian bronze knife dagger 
dated to the 1st millennium BC.

Many other objects have been 
located. Clay funerary urns with 
human bone remains dating from 
the 8th-10th centuries were found 
in 1881 on Alva-Kent hill on the 
right bank of the Badam River. 
Items relating to the 15th-18th 
centuries were uncovered in the 
1970s-1980s on the territory of 
the old fortress near the citadel 
and the Shymkent bus station. The 
19th century fortification walls 
and other materials were found 
in the early 2000s at the medieval 
fort site.

Excavations at the ancient set-
tlement conducted in 2012 also 
provided interesting results.
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The Khoja Ahmed 
Yassawi Mausoleum, 
included on the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) World 
Heritage List, is 
considered the most 
visited attraction 
regionally. 
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Ironman 70.3 triathlon race to be held in Astana in 2018
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The Ironman 70.3 
world race will be held in Astana 
next year, President of the Kazakh 
triathlon federation Karim Massi-
mov told the media during the July 
29-30 Astana Asia Cup Open 2017 
event.

“On behalf of the Kazakh Tri-
athlon Federation, I would like 
to welcome all participants, and 
congratulate organisers and spec-
tators on the opening of the first 
national open championship. 
Long distance triathlon is becom-
ing more and more popular all 
over the world and our country 
is no exception. Just yesterday, 
here at the capital’s triathlon 
park, you could all see the stage 
of the Asian Triathlon Cup, which 
is held under the auspices of the 
International Triathlon Union 
(ITU). The further stage of devel-
opment and popularisation of this 
sport in the country could be only 
holding competitions under the 

auspices of the Ironman race,” 
Massimov said at the opening of 
the event on July 29.

According to Massimov, the 
long-term agreement was recently 
signed with the World Triathlon 
Corporation (WTC) to conduct the 
Ironman race series in the Kazakh 
capital.

“Congratulations to all partici-
pants of today’s event! You have 
the rare chance to race along the 
route where the Ironman 70.3 will 
take place next year,” he said.

Some 200 athletes from more 
than 10 countries took part in the 
weekend event in Astana, accord-
ing to the federation.

The Ironman 70.3, otherwise 
known as Half Ironman, is a long-
distance, three-part triathlon race 
where 70.3 is the distance of the 
overall race in miles, which con-
verts to 113 kilometres. The three 
parts are the swimming with 
1.9-kiometre distance, cycling – 
90 kilometres and running – 21 
kilometres.

London 2012 Olympic Cham-

pion in cycling Alexandre Vinok-
ourov, currently the general man-
ager of the Astana Pro Team, also 
took part in the race.

“The Half Ironman race is being 
held for the first time in Kazakh-
stan, so it was interesting to take 
part in it and support the sport in 
Kazakhstan,” he said as quoted by 
tengrinews.kz. “I gave it all I had. 
Swimming, of course, was hard for 
me, and, well, we [cyclers] seldom 
swim, so it went as it went. Cycling 
is my distance, it was easier, well, 
and running, we just ran. I finished 
the race in four hours and 23 min-
utes. For me, it is a good result,” the 
former Olympic champion added.

Vinokourov said it was his sec-
ond triathlon race this year.

“My first race was in Dubai, to-
day – here. I am glad for Kazakh-
stan, for Astana, that this move-
ment is developing. Next year, 
we will already host the Ironman, 
so it’s great. My congratulations 
to the Triathlon Federation and 
Karim Massimov, they are really 
working hard. What’s more – no 

other Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) has the Iron-
man status. I think next year there 
will be a big celebration and a lot 
more participants. This encourages 
young people to do sports. We sup-

port this sport. I am always happy 
to support any kind of sporting 
event in Kazakhstan, especially 
triathlon. In the future, maybe, it 
will turn out to be a complete dis-
tance, but so far it’s only a dream.”

Ivan Tutukin from Russia won 
the race among professionals. 
The second to finish was Maxim 
Kryat from Kazakhstan and Vik-
tor Zemtsev from Ukraine came 
in third.

L-R: Maxim Kryat, Ivan Tutukin and Viktor Zemtsev.
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Kairat Boranbayev

Almaty’s FC Kairat 
to undergo significant 
changes, says team’s 

chairman
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – In a recent interview 
on the FC (Football Club) Kairat 
website, supervisory board chair-
person Kairat Boranbayev lam-
basted the recent unsatisfactory 
results of the team and pledged to 
introduce changes for improve-
ment.

“Speaking about the attitude of 
players in the club and the results 
achieved, we can say that it was a 
‘one-sided game’ in the last few 
years. From the club’s perspective, 
in the past four years all infrastruc-
ture conditions have been created 
for the improvement of skills and 
development of the players of the 
main team and academy; all ob-
ligations are clearly and honestly 
performed, but the result remains 
the same,” he said.

“It is quite obvious that such 
a development of events should 
end some day. It is clear that seri-
ous changes in football clubs usu-
ally occur in the off-season, but 
the current results have prompted 
the club’s management to change 
these traditions and begin to make 
changes right during the season,” 
he added.

The management was complete-
ly dissatisfied with the team’s per-
formance and game plans in recent 
matches, noted Boranbayev.

“Secondly, there is the question 
of the appropriateness of serious 
economic infusions with chronic 
failure to fulfil the tasks that are 
set. It seems the team is infected 
with the ‘virus of defeat.’ Being 
recruited by Kairat, players think 
they’ve done well and relax but, as 
they say, ‘all good and free things’ 
end some day,” he said.

“So, we decided that it’s time 
to make more fundamental and 
serious decisions. We can’t con-
tinue playing this way – this type 
of management has to stop. This 
remaining part of the season will 
be the indicator that will show the 
attitude of the players to the club 
and who is worth what. Initially, in 
building all the infrastructure, we 
did not mean to create an unmo-
tivated, unambitious and compla-
cent team,” he added.

In the future, the management 
will select only players who strive 
to play for Kazakhstan, the city 
and the club’s emblem.

Boranbayev labelled the results 
of the recent matches as “extreme-
ly unsatisfactory.” He also made it 
clear the domestic championship’s 
trophy and achievements are not to 
be the final objectives.

“Whoever thinks that is on a 
completely different page from 

us,” he said. “Football players 
must clearly understand that they 
are, just as their coach, respon-
sible for the results. The remain-
ing matches of the season will be 
an opportunity for rehabilitation 
for those players who really want 
to connect their future with our 
team.”

“The vector of the club’s devel-
opment will change very seriously; 
we will definitely part with those 
who don’t fit on the team. We 
have grown tired of investing in 
such ‘pseudo-players’ without the 
slightest impact and, at the same 
time, a negative atmosphere has 
developed around the team and the 
fans are unhappy with the results,” 
he added.

FC Kairat is in the process of re-
viewing its development strategy.

“We need footballers and per-
sonalities who want and are able 
to play football and not the ‘busi-
ness people in football.’ Perhaps, 
and most likely, we will keep very 
few players, but only those around 
whom a new team will be built and 
made of passionate personalities 
who want to achieve something 
meaningful in football and not just 
wanting to stuff their pockets with 
cash,” said Boranbayev.

The club will focus on develop-
ing and training young players and 
Boranbayev indicated the club has 
already created all the proper con-
ditions.

“We will give the opportunity to 
young Kazakh players in the first 
team to grow, which will be an in-
centive for their development and, 
as a result, will further improve the 
quality of the players of the nation-
al team,” he said.

For more than a year, the club 
has been looking for a head coach 
with experience working with 
young teams.

“Of course, we continue to count 
on the support of our fans and are 
convinced these changes will lead 
the club to systemic changes and 
qualitative achievements,” said 
Boranbayev.

FC Astana secures European autumn, 
will seek revenge from Celtic in UEFA 
Champions League playoffs

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

WARSAW – FC Astana sur-
prised many by beating Legia 
Warsaw 3:2 on aggregate in the 
UEFA Champions League’s third 
qualification round. The vic-
tory means that the Kazakh club 
will next play in the Champi-
ons League qualification play-
offs with a chance to reach the 
tournament’s prestigious group 
stage, or, if eliminated, the Eu-
ropa League. Either way the local 
fans will enjoy at least eight more 
international matches before the 
end of the year, four of them at 
the Astana Arena.

In the entertaining first match 
on July 26, FC Astana secured an 
impressive 3:1 home victory over 
the Polish champions. Junior Ca-
bananga and Ivan Maevski both 
scored with low shots late in the 
first half, before Legia’s second-
half substitute Armando Sadiku 
reduced the deficit and Patrick 
Twumasi restored a comfortable 
lead for the Kazakhs in the dying 
minutes of the match.

At the Polish Army Stadium 
a week later, the main task for 
Astana was to safeguard its well-
deserved advantage. However, 
the coaches and the squad real-
ised it would not be an easy task 
in the face of such a strong oppo-

nent as Legia, especially with the 
incredible support the Warsaw 
club enjoys on its historical home 
ground.

The game started with the trib-
ute to the memory of the victims 
and participants of the Warsaw 
Uprising against the Nazi occu-
pation that broke out on August 
1, 1944. Those tragic events have 
a very special place in the his-
tory of Poland. The Legia fans 
prepared a special banner, which 
would not leave anyone indiffer-
ent. A phrase on the banner below 
the image reminded viewers that 
160,000 people died in the upris-
ing, including many children.

Despite full stands occupied by 
Polish fans, Kazakhstan’s cham-
pions had some support as well. 
About 100 Kazakhs who arrived 
at the stadium cheered for Astana.

The home team went on the 
offensive from the very first 
minutes. Sadiku earned himself 
some operating space again and 
shot into the near corner of Al-
exander Mokin’s net, but Astana’ 
goalkeeper neutralised the threat. 
The Kazakhs’ response was dan-
gerous too, but Mayevski’s shot, 
completing a combination started 
by a corner kick, failed to hit 
the net. Throughout the first half 
Astana was good both in defence 
and attack. Meanwhile, Legia 
created a few more chances of its 

own and in one of them Mokin 
deflected well the shot by Michal 
Kucharczyk.

In the second half, Legia in-
tensified its offensive on the 
visitors’ goal. That was probably 
why Astana’s manager Stanimir 
Stoilov decided to strengthen the 
defence, substituting forward Ro-
man Murtazayev with midfielder 
Abzal Beisebekov. A couple of 
minutes later, Astana was forced 
to make an emergency substitu-
tion. Yevgeny Postnikov went in 
instead of Marin Anicic, who got 
injured.

In the 75th minute, the Pol-
ish team finally got its way and 
scored. After a corner, Jakub 
Czerwinski made a shot, adding 
some drama to the final minutes 
of the game. FC Astana tried their 
best until the end of the match 
and did not let the Poles score an-
other goal. The match ended with 
a 1-0 victory for the Polish club 
but the result meant that it was 
the Kazakhs who went through 
to the next round of the Europe’s 
main club tournament.

“It was not our best match, but 
our players did their best. There 
was great atmosphere in Poland. 
Legia is a strong team, and defeat-
ing them is a big success. I want 
to congratulate our entire club. 
This is a good achievement for 
the whole Kazakhstan. We knew 

it wouldn’t be easy. I always said 
that when the level of Kazakh-
stan’s championship improves, 
and every match is as difficult [as 
the one we had] with Legia, then 
it would be easier for us to play in 
Europe. Once again, I would like 
to thank all fans of our team who 
cheered for us. FC Astana is quite 
a new and young team, but over 
these years we have made sig-
nificant progress in the European 
football,” said Stoilov.

The draw for the UEFA Cham-
pions League playoffs took place 
Aug. 4. According to it, FC Asta-
na will now play Celtic Glasgow. 
The opponents are well known to 
Kazakh fans in recent years, as 
FC Shakhter Karaganda and FC 
Astana both failed to eliminate 
the Scottish champions from the 
tournament’s qualification rounds 
in 2013 and 2016 respectively.

The first match will take place 
Aug. 16 at Celtic Park while the 
return leg is scheduled for Aug. 
22 at Astana Arena. The Kazakh 
fans’ hope is that the capital city 
club will be victorious once again 
and see the team’s return to Euro-
pean football’s most prestigious 
club tournament following their 
debut in it two years ago. In the 
worst-case scenario, FC Astana 
will head to the UEFA Europa 
League where the club played 
last year.
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City of Occupations to help children choose professions
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov 

ASTANA – In cooperation 
with Community International 
magazine, the capital admin-
istration will implement City 
of Occupations, a large-scale 
career project. The publication 
has been successfully executing 
the concept in Ukraine for four 
years and the programme will be 
controlled by the capital mayor.

“I really wanted that everyone 
who chooses his or her own way 
could do so since childhood with 
understanding and fanaticism. 
Because when a person does 
what he or she likes, I am sure 
that he or she does it very well. 
The main goal is to have more 
such people. Thanks to such 
projects, I think the quality of 
life will be much higher,” said 
project manager Tatyana Lyul-
ka, according to astana.gov.kz.

Last year, the project involved 
326,675 Ukrainian children in 
25 cities. Parents pay for their 
child to visit the special town, 
where he or she can test various 
vocations. The local City of Oc-
cupations will be a social rather 
than commercial undertaking; 
a commercial analogue can be 
found in Dubai.The project has 
three main goals. Vocational 

guidance will give children 
an opportunity to choose their 
specialty, followed by teach-
ing them the importance of la-
bour and the value of the money 
earned. The final objective is re-
lated to statistics, which indicate 
most people today do not work 
in their profession, a trend seen 
throughout the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS).

The interactive town will be-
gin operation 11 a.m., Aug. 19, 
in Arai Park. At the entrance, 
each child will receive a pass-
port specifying his or her profes-
sion, then he or she will be able 
to get a job and test the adult 
role. The children will pass a 
workshop and their mentors will 
be professionals from different 
fields.

More than 100 occupations 
will be represented, including 
rescuer, firefighter, dog breed-
er, doctor, teacher, criminalist, 
agronomist, builder, hairdresser 
and banker.

Each child will have three-
four hours to test his or her abili-
ties in a wide range of activities. 
Organisers note the project is an 
excellent opportunity for parents 
to discover fields where their 
children have a predisposition. 
The identified abilities will help 
to develop existing interests, 

which in the future may aid in 
making the right career choice.

The diligent employees will 
receive a salary, which can be 

spent on goods and sweets in the 
souvenir shop. Children must 

try 15-20 occupations to make a 
purchase.

Astana, Singapore to cooperate 
in green construction technology

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The Kazakh and 
Singaporean delegations signed 
agreements on joint cooperation 
in Astana as part of the Singapo-

rean visit to the EXPO 2017 for 
the National Day of Singapore, 
the Astana akimat (city admin-
istration) reports.

The Kazakh delegation was 
represented by Akim (Mayor) of 
Astana Asset Issekeshev and the 

guests were represented by Sen-
ior Minister of Trade and Indus-
try of the Republic of Singapore 
Koh Poh Koon.

During the meeting, the akim 
presented the delegation a pro-
gramme of be capital’s develop-
ment as tasked by the head of 
state until 2020. The akim told 
the gathering about the transfor-
mation of the capital to a “smart 
and safe city” concept. Astana, 
according to the akim, is also 
to become a Eurasian and in-
ternational hub for investors 
and innovations, taking into ac-
count the creation of the Astana 
International Financial Centre 
(AIFC).

The Kazakh delegation pro-
posed projects in areas such as 
the introduction of smart tech-
nologies into city planning and 
management systems in the ar-
eas of public transport, health, 
education, security, and trans-
parent workflows of the akimat 
and city services.

Following the meeting, the 
sides agreed to implement pro-
jects in three areas.

The first is to study Singa-
pore’s experience, regulations 
and organisation of work on 
smart infrastructure, digital en-
gineering, green construction, 
using Building Information 
Modeling technology in design, 
building permits, construction 
and building management.

The issue of green construc-
tion and the use of energy-effi-
cient technologies was consid-
ered separately. Singapore has 
developed its own green stand-
ard and the number of buildings 
that meet the green standard is 
33 percent.

The second agreement deals 
with cooperation regarding pub-
lic transportation systems, road 
construction planning, parking, 
the introduction of informa-
tion technologies in passenger 
transport and the creation of an 
integrated model of passenger 
transport management, among 
others.

As for the third area, the sides 
agreed to cooperate to introduce 
more technologies in public 
healthcare.

Astana featured in 
National Geographic’s 

Megastructures
television series

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The new “Astana, 
City of the Future” film about the 
architectural wonders of Astana 
debuted Aug. 8 at EXPO 2017 in 
Astana.

The film is a new episode of 
National Geographic’s iconic 
TV series Megastructures, which 
shows high-tech innovations used 
in the construction of some of the 
world’s most impressive build-
ings. The film on Astana shows 
the story of Kazakh capital’s 
construction and modernisation 
using up-to-date computer graph-
ics.

“Astana, City of the Future” 
was produced by the Off The 
Fence production company. Its 
crew visited Astana in April to cap-
ture its unique architecture with a 
focus on the EXPO 2017 campus. 
The most important point of the 

film is the construction of the key 
element of the expo,  Nur Alem, 
which is considered the largest 
spherical building in the world.

The documentary also includes 
interviews with Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev, head 
of the Astana EXPO 2017 national 
company Akhmetzhan Yessimov, 
architects Gordon Gill and Nor-
man Foster, who took part in Asta-
na’s design.

The film will be shown on Na-
tional Geographic’s international 
channels till the end of August. 
Before the unveiling of the docu-
mentary, the film crew will hold 
a press conference at the EXPO 
Media Centre Aug. 9 at 2:30 pm. 
National Geographic’s Executive 
Vice President in Europe & Africa 
Deborah Armstrong and Executive 
Producer of the film and CEO of 
Off The Fence Ellen Windemuth 
will participate in the press confer-
ence.

Wheelchair repair 
centre opens

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – A wheelchair re-
pair and maintenance centre has 
opened in Astana. The Inva pro-
ject, created at the Public Associa-
tion of People with Limited Abili-
ties DOS Independent Life Centre 
provides services for the repair and 
maintenance of special means of 
transportation for people with lim-
ited abilities.

The centre provides troubleshoot-
ing and routine maintenance in a spe-
cialised service centre with special-
ised equipment to provide wheelchair 
maintenance and repair services.

“The project implementation 
ensured timely maintenance of 
the special equipment. It allows 
detecting and eliminating a break-
down in time. As a result, people 
with special needs got an opportu-
nity to lead an active life,” repre-
sentatives of the public organisa-
tion noted.

Eighty percent of the centre staff 
are people with physical challenges.

Wheelchairs are issued by the 
state for five to seven years. Dur-

ing this time, a person with a dis-
ability does not have information 
on how to maintain the equipment 
or whom to turn to in case of a 
breakdown. According to statis-
tics, there are approximately 1,000 
people with musculoskeletal disor-
ders in Astana.

For wheelchair repairs, one can 
call +7 (7172) 46-65-68.

Numerous organisations in Ka-
zakhstan run projects and cam-
paigns to involve people with spe-
cial needs in social life. According 
to organisers, such programmes 
allow persons with physical chal-
lenges to live independently and 
to participate fully in all aspects of 
life. The state also works to ensure 
people with disabilities are on an 
equal basis with others.

For example, the Damu-
Komek programme supports en-
trepreneurs with disabilities by 
raising awareness of their prob-
lems and the resources they need 
(financial assistance, property, 
consulting support, other servic-
es) and encouraging and helping 
people with special needs to start 
business.
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Country’s largest Ferris wheel unveiled
By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – A 65-metre Ferris 
wheel opened July 31 in Astana. 
It is the largest in Kazakhstan and 
the second largest in the Common-
wealth of Independent States space 
after Moscow’s 75-metre wheel.

It offers 36 cabins, each de-
signed for six people, with air con-
ditioning and heating. Most impor-
tantly, the wheel offers spectacular 
panoramic views not only on the 
left bank of the city, but also on the 
right bank with its old, but beauti-
ful houses and streets.

The construction of the Ferris 
wheel was launched as part of the 
comprehensive renovation of the 
Duman cultural and entertainment 
complex – one of Astana’s most 
popular attractions. Along with the 
Ferris wheel, the facility will also 
have an aqua park.

The wheel is designed to with-
stand harsh winter conditions 
in Astana. Yet, the temperature 
should not go below minus 15 de-
grees Celsius and the wind speed 
should not exceed 20 metres per 
second for it to operate.

One ride costs 1,200 tenge 
(US$3.6) for adults and 1,000 
(US$3) for children. There are also 
special discounts for students and 
elders. Ph
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