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The most anticipated event of the year launches on June 9. Nur Alem, the centerpiece pavilion of EXPO 2017 and the world’s largest ball of glass with a diametre of 80 metres, is lit up by spectacular fireworks. For in-depth coverage please check Section C.

Leaders of nations from around the world, from China and India to Russia and Spain as well as the UN Secretary General, attend the official launch  
of EXPO 2017 on June 9.
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Kazakhstan jumps 15 spots on IMD 
World Competitiveness ranking

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Kazakhstan climbed 
from 47th to 32th place in the IMD 
World Competitiveness ranking, 
evaluating business efficiency, 
public finance and domestic econ-
omy. The new ranking shows Ka-
zakhstan surpassing states such 
as Spain, Saudi Arabia, Poland, 
Portugal, Italy, Russia, Turkey and 
Ukraine.

“Kazakhstan has demonstrated 
the greatest progress on public 
finances and domestic economy 
indicators. The public finances 
indicator jumped from 51st place 
to 4th, the domestic economy im-
proved from 51st to 40th place. 
The country also significantly in-

creased in the business efficiency 
category in all positions,” said Al-
exander Zemlyanichenko, expert 
of RBK Russian media company.

Kazakhstan improved its posi-
tions for the year, rising 15 spots 
with an index of 76 points out of 
100. Thirty-second place also was 
achieved by Kazakhstan in 2014 as 
reported the IMD World Competi-
tiveness ranking 2014 yearbook, 
according to www.imd.org.

The World Competitiveness 
ranking evaluates 63 countries. 
This year Cyprus and Saudi Arabia 
were evaluated for the first time, 
according to the IMD Swiss busi-
ness school’s annual research.

Hong Kong took first place in 
the ranking for the second year in 
a row. Switzerland and Singapore 

are in second and third place. The 
U.S. fell from third to fourth posi-
tion, receiving the worst result in 
the last five years. The Netherlands 
rose in the latest ranking to fifth 
place from the eighth.

The IMD World Competitiveness 
Centre has also published a sepa-
rate report ranking countries’ digi-
tal competitiveness for the first time 
this year. Kazakhstan took 38th 
place, improving from 43th place 
last year. The new Digital Competi-
tiveness Ranking introduces several 
new criteria to measure countries’ 
ability to adopt and explore digital 
technologies leading to transforma-
tion in government practices, busi-
ness models and society.

The World Competitiveness 
ranking determines how coun-

tries, regions and companies man-
age their competencies to achieve 
long-term growth, generate jobs 
and increase welfare.

The ranking assesses competi-
tiveness using 20 indicators, divid-
ed into four categories. There are 
economic indicators, infrastruc-
ture, government and business ef-
ficiency categories. The indexes 
consist of 323 variables, such as 
the contribution to world GDP, 
gasoline prices, tax rates and the 
state policy transparency.

The IMD World Competitive-
ness Centre has been a pioneer in 
the field of the competitiveness of 
nations and the World Economy 
Ranking. The IMD Centre has 
published the rankings every year 
since 1989.

India, Pakistan join 
SCO; anti-extremism 

convention tops agenda 
at Astana summit
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The Kazakh capital 
hosted the 17th Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) summit 
June 8-9, with the accession of In-
dia and Pakistan and anti-extrem-
ism convention topping the agenda 
amid hopes of bolstering the or-
ganisation’s presence in Eurasia.  

While the world had its collec-
tive eyes on the Kazakh capital as 
it held the summit and launched 
EXPO 2017 June 9, President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev conducted a 
number of bilateral meetings with 

the heads of state who arrived in 
the run up to the summit.

During the meeting of the Coun-
cil of the SCO Heads of State, he 
noted the accession of India and 
Pakistan would give new impetus 
to the growing-in-numbers organi-
sation and raise its international 
status. Nazarbayev added this was 
the last time the heads of only the 
six states – China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, Tajik-
istan and Uzbekistan – would be 
seated at the negotiating table, as 
the next summit will include the 
two new member nations.

Continued on Page A3

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Visiting more than 
a hundred countries in one day is 
now possible thanks to world ex-
positions such as the one happen-
ing this year in the Kazakh capi-
tal. The long-awaited EXPO 2017 

kicked off June 10 with numerous 
pavilions open for public view.

For the 25-year-old country, the 
exhibition has become the most 
important event in its history. Ka-
zakhstan has had the experience of 
hosting large-scale events like the 
Organisation for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) sum-
mit in 2010 and the Asian Winter 
Games in 2011, but the expo su-
persedes all the others by its mag-
nitude.

Right after hosting the 17th 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion summit, Kazakh President 

Nursultan Nazarbayev greeted his 
guests June 9 – 17 heads of state 
and government who arrived for 
the show. They witnessed the daz-
zling opening celebration, concert 
and fireworks that went late into 
the night.

Continued on Page С1

AIFC well on track 
for successful launch, 

says governor
By Arsen Nurzhanov

ASTANA – One of the issues 
always facing organisers of major 
international events such as the 
Olympics or EXPOs is the use of 
new and large-scale purposefully 
built facilities afterwards. It is an 
issue Kazakhstan has been well 
aware of in the run-up to EXPO 
2017, resulting in President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev’s proposals to 
establish not one, not two, but 
three new institutions on expo 
premises. One is the Future En-
ergy international centre for the 
development of green technol-
ogy and investment projects to be 
supported by the United Nations, 
another one is the international 
hub of IT start-ups. Last but not 
least, there’s the proposal, argu-
ably the most ambitious out of 
the three, to turn Astana into a 
major financial hub in the heart 
of Eurasia by establishing the 

Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC).

In an exclusive interview with 
this newspaper, AIFC Governor 
Kairat Kelimbetov, spoke about 
the preparations for the launch 
of the centre in the near future, 
its main principles and priorities.

What are the main goals of 
establishing a new financial 
centre in Astana. Will it cover 
any specific areas and how will 
it be different from the rest of 
the local financial market?

There are several aspects of 
this project. First of all, AIFC 
is an important part of country-
wide economic and institutional 
reforms. In fact, AIFC is the part 
of the “100 Concrete Steps” pro-
gramme aimed at delivering five 
institutional reforms for the coun-
try. We are establishing brand new 
institutions to strengthen further 
the rule of law and governance. 

Continued on Page C2

Astana EXPO 2017 kicks off with 
dazzling show, concert and fireworks

Major events such as AEF 
and EAMF are coming up 
in June. Reports, opinions  
on pages A6, A8.
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NEWS IN BRIEFNazarbayev attends ALZHIR memorial site, 
Almaty unveils monument to famine victims

By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev took part 
May 31 in a wreath-laying ceremony 
at the ALZHIR memorial complex 
of victims of political repressions 
and totalitarianism. The same day, a 
monument to the 1931-1933 famine 
victims was unveiled in Almaty.

The wreath-laying ceremony 
was attended by relatives and 
friends of victims of political re-
pressions and totalitarianism.

Speaking before the media after 
the ceremony, Nazarbayev noted 
this day’s special role in Kazakh-
stan’s history.

“On May 31, we commemorate 
the Day of National Remembrance 
and Sorrow for the Victims of Po-
litical Repressions. In Kazakhstan 
alone, more than 103,000 people 
were arrested during those years. 
Twenty-five-thousand people were 
shot. The best of Kazakh intel-
ligentsia, all the leadership of the 
republic was destroyed,” said Naz-
arbayev.

The President recalled the camps 
for the repressed that were created 
at that time and spoke about their 
horrible conditions.

“People were dying from an-
guish and torture in 11 camps, 
which were built throughout 
Kazakhstan. More than a mil-

lion people served their sentence 
there. It was not only the politi-
cal figures, who were repressed, 
but their wives and children too. 
Some children were born in these 
camps,” Nazarbayev said.

He noted that during that dif-
ficult period, Kazakhstan became 
home to dozens of ethnic groups, 
which, after going through numer-
ous difficulties, have become one 
people.

“Our people must remember 
these tragic events. The future 
generation must know about this 
in order to prevent these horrors. 
Today, we have built a new legal 
state. The rights and freedoms of 
citizens in Kazakhstan are pro-

tected. We have no political per-
secution. We have chosen an evo-
lutionary development path,” said 
the President.

At the end of his speech, Naz-
arbayev called for the Kazakh peo-
ple to always remember their past 
and appreciate the present.

The official monument opening 
ceremony in Almaty was attend-
ed by the descendants of repres-
sion and famine victims, public 
figures, scientists, activists and 
youth.

Almaty Akim (Mayor) Bauyr-
zhan Baibek noted the monument 
was unveiled by direct order of 
the President. According to nu-
merous resources, more than three 

million people died in 1918-1933 
in Kazakhstan, including approxi-
mately 1.7 million dead from star-
vation in 1931-1933.

“Today, on the Day of National 
Remembrance and Sorrow for the 
Victims of Political Repressions, 
we are opening a monument for 
the victims of 1931-1933 fam-
ine, in order to perpetuate this 
lasting pain of our people. On 
behalf of the head of state, last 
year we announced a competi-
tion to create a draft of the future 
monument. By the decision of 
the state commission, the project 
of Dulat Usenbayev, Aidos Bur-
kitbaev and Kanat Beguliev, the 
sculpture named “Ana” (Mother) 
was selected from more than 20 
proposed works. The image of a 
mother holding her child exhaust-
ed from hunger reveals all the sor-
row of the Kazakh people. Mother 
is the origin of life, the foundation 
of the nation, the guarantee of the 
future,” Baibek said.

The monument for 1931-1933 
famine victims has been installed 
in Karagaily Square. It is at the in-
tersection of Kabanbai Batyr and 
Nauryzbai Batyr streets. The three-
metre-tall sculpture of a mother 
pressing her exhausted child to 
her breast is made of bronze and 
granite.

“At the sight of her weak and 
defenseless son her heart bleeds 
with grief and despair. The boy’s 
thin arms and legs are hanging, 
he cannot hold his mother, his 
eyes are closed. There is an emp-
ty cauldron turned upside down 
at the feet of the woman,” the 
sculpture’s authors explained.

Solar resources map introduced in Kazakhstan
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – Atlassolar.kz, an in-
teractive solar resources atlas pro-
viding free access to information to 
implement solar power ideas in Ka-
zakhstan, was launched in late May 
in the capital, according to the joint 
statement released by the Ministry 
of Energy and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).

The web-based resource con-
tains open data of solar resources 
space distribution. It allows re-
ceiving information on the intro-
duction and use of solar energy in 
the country and makes effective 
decisions to develop solar energy 
in various geographic locations.

The atlas data reflect the con-
stantly updated international cli-
mate bases. It also provides users 
with tools for analysis and calcu-
lations to increase the validity of 
management decisions on install-
ing solar power plants (photovol-
taic stations).

“The solar energy sector is grow-
ing 50 percent annually in the world. 
Despite the fact that the share of so-
lar energy is relatively low, it will 
turn into the major source of energy 
on the planet in the near future. It 
is attractive because it is inexhaust-
ible, independent of energy prices 
on world markets, ecologically 
clean and safe. The use of solar en-

ergy does not cause any greenhouse 
gas emissions into the atmosphere 
that will contribute to stopping 
climate change,” said UNDP Ka-
zakhstan Sustainable Development 
and Urbanisation Unit head Rassul 
Rakhimov.

The atlas will become one of the 
tools for attracting investors in the 
solar energy field and serve as a 

technical tool for energy-generat-
ing organisations, design stations 
and energy supply systems and 
companies engaged in selling and 
installing photovoltaic plants and 
solar water heating plants.

“The potential is varied accord-
ing to the conditions and the inten-
sity of solar radiation can be moni-
tored,” he added.

The data will also provide great 
benefits to solar energy and instal-
lation users and scientific organi-
sations. Graduate students can in-
tegrate the available information 
into studies to optimise managing 
solar power plants or develop new 
types of solar cells that can use less 
radiation to produce electricity.

“Investors can learn where and 
in what area, in what region it is 
expedient to put their own solar 
stations according to their eco-
nomic plan. The website will be 
of interest to government agencies 
including regional akimats (local 
executive bodies) and the Ministry 
of Energy,” said Rakhimov.

The project was developed by 
Sapa Pro&Tech, a company com-
posed of scientists, satellite mete-
orology and energy experts, geo-
information system specialists and 
web application developers.

The atlas was created under a 
project of Kazakhstan’s Ministry 
of Energy and UNDP “provid-
ing assistance to the Kazakh gov-
ernment to implement the Green 
Economy Transition Concept and 
institutionalise the Green Bridge 
Partnership Programme.”

It aims to assist the country in 
executing the concept for green 
economy transition by supporting 
law-making initiatives, technical 
prospects for developing the so-
lar energy sector, sustainable fish 
farming and aquaculture and sup-
porting and developing the Green 
Bridge Partnership Programme.

The UNDP is a long-standing 
partner of Kazakhstan and carries 
out a number of projects related to 
the issues of green economy and 
climate change.

Country’s population nears 18 million people
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s popu-
lation stood at 17.9 million people 
as of May 1, Chairperson of Statis-
tics Committee of National Econo-
my Ministry Nurbolat Aidapkelov 
announced at a June 5 government 
briefing.

However, the committee is not 
publishing open data on the popu-
lation base yet. When the number 
reaches 18 million people an an-
nouncement will be made, Vlast.
kz reports.

“As of May 1, the number 
amounted to 17,994,000 people. 
As a whole, the growth amounted 
to 241,000 people per one year. … 
We do not see 18 million yet but 
are expecting,” Aidapkelov said.

The population has increased 
1.45 percent in 2017 from 2016. 
Detailed information about the 
population base in separate re-
gions, birth rate, mortality and oth-
er figures has not been published 
from July of last year, a previous 
report by Total.kz stated.

First Vice-Minister of National 
Economy Ruslan Dalenov men-
tioned it has been a long time since 

the country’s population numbers 
were publicly available.

One can track the moment when 
the population reaches 18 million 

by visiting a website the commit-
tee on statistics will establish in 
July.

“We are now going to launch an 
online register. This means every 
citizen will see how many people 
are currently residing in Kazakh-
stan at an interval of several sec-
onds. We will be publishing this 
data and launching this project 
during the next month,” Dalenov 
added, according to Vlast.kz.

“We were not publishing un-
til that moment because we are 
clarifying methodology. Because 
we are introducing an electronic 
meter, we were clarifying all data, 
which has taken time. Now after an 
online register will be published, 
we will go back to the monthly 
publishing of ‘solid’ reports on 
the figure of our population,” he 
added.

More than seven million Kazakh 
residents were born in the past 25 
years. Approximately 3.59 mil-
lion were females and 3.77 million 
were males. South Kazakhstan has 
been setting birth rate records dur-
ing this period as more than 1.5 
million people were born there.

Kazpost has launched tickets.post.
kz, an online service for railway and 
flight ticket booking, according to 
the company’s June 7 press release. 
“Over 180,000 tickets were pur-
chased through the company’s of-
fices since the launch of the railway 
and air ticket sales service. We are 
launching a pilot project for railway 
and air ticket booking online to create 
more comfortable conditions for our 
customers. Our company is changing 
and our customers are changing ac-
cordingly. They prefer to get instant 
information and services online. Our 
service allows finding the best deals 
and cheap fares,” said the press ser-
vice representative. 

Professional management compa-
nies will be attracted for the effective 
development of special economic 
zones (SEZ), said Vice Minister for 
Investments and Development Yerlan 
Khairov at a June 5 briefing. “There 
are special economic zones focused 
on petrochemicals, metallurgy, logis-
tics development and tourism. It’s not 
an easy task to bring the big compa-
nies. It’s necessary to attract profes-
sional management companies to 
include foreign investors in these sec-
tors,” he said. Negotiations are under-
way to attract a United Arab Emirates’ 
company to the Aktau seaport devel-
opment and there are plans to attract 
leading Singaporean companies to the 
chemical and petrochemical cluster. 
An Irish management company also 
plans to begin work on SEZ develop-
ment in the Karaganda region.  

The first mobile post office with an 
autonomous power supply opened 
June 7 in Boraldai village in the Al-
maty region, according to the Kazpost 
press service. The office will pro-
vide the complete range of services, 
including receiving and delivering 
mail, newspaper subscriptions, retail 
sale of goods and financial transac-
tions. “Kazpost Company uses the 
latest technologies to improve the 
services provided and take care of the 
environment. Today, we are opening 
the first mobile office which operates 
with energy-saving technologies. We 
launched it in pilot mode. We will 
open similar branches in several re-
gions of the country by the end of the 
year,” said Kazpost head Saken Sarse-
nov. The new office is equipped with 
workplaces for operators and cus-
tomer service and reception rooms. 
Three containers provide long-term 
operation at no extra cost and with 
easy installation. A special heating 
system works as a ventilation system 
in summer and as a solar water heater 
providing hot water year round.

The Petrochemical Technopark 
project in the Atyrau region is en-
tering an active phase of construc-
tion, reported Khabar.kz. “The main 
equipment will be installed in the 
coming months. All the necessary 
conditions for work have been cre-
ated on site. We believe this power 
plant becomes a reliable supplier of 
electricity. The future production 
will be supplied by hydrocarbon 
deposits. We’ve concluded an agree-
ment with the company that is devel-
oping the Tengiz field,” said Kara-
batan Utility Solutions Company 
Board Chairperson Shamim Ahmad 
Syed. The special economic zone 
was created to implement investment 
projects for the petrochemical indus-
try development. The Atyrau region, 
with its rich hydrocarbon potential, 
should become the main supplier of 
petrochemical raw materials. 

The second stage of reconstruc-
tion at Kazakhstan’s sole enter-
prise producing ammonium nitrate 
is underway, reported Kazinform. 
“Reconstruction allowed increas-
ing output from 170,000 tonnes in 
2013 to 320,000 in 2016. The am-
monia production shop was basi-
cally reconstructed because it oper-
ates around the clock all year round. 
The building, structures and engines 
were also repaired. The second stage 
is aimed at increasing production 
efficiency and improving economic 
performance. The cost of produc-
tion and the number of consumables 
and coefficients including ammo-
nia, water and electricity should be 
reduced. We are also expanding the 
field. The Shagyrly-Shomyshty de-
posit is now located in the Khozbu-
lak field and we are conducting ex-
ploration to increase gas production 
in this area,” said KazAzot Deputy 
General Director and Chief Engi-
neer Vladimir Bashmakov.
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NEWS IN BRIEF India, Pakistan expand SCO’s borders, anti-extremism 
convention tops agenda at Astana summit

Int’l political, business leaders discuss One Belt, One 
Road initiative at St. Petersburg Economic Forum

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – International repre-
sentatives of political and business 
circles gathered at the June 1-3 
St. Petersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum (SPIEF). More than 
100 events were devoted to the 
main topic – the search for a new 
balance in the global economy. 
At least 12,000 people from 130 
countries participated.

“Last year, Kazakhstan chaired 
the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU). A key topic in the agen-
da of Kazakhstan’s chairmanship 
was the expansion of trade and 
economic cooperation with third 
countries and their regional associ-
ations. We have taken this track for 
all the coming years. Cooperation 
with the European Union (EU) is 
very important for us. More than 
half of our trade falls on the EU. 
However, our volumes of mutual 
trade are narrowing in recent years 

due to the complication of the geo-
political situation,” Minister for 
Integration and Macroeconomics 
of Eurasian Economic Commis-
sion (EEC) Tatiana Valovaya said, 
24.kz reports.

Discussions were organised 
around the One Belt, One Road 
(OBOR) initiative. According to 
analysts, Kazakhstan plays an im-
porting role as a key transit hub. 
Approximately 1,200 trains out of 
1,700 from China to Europe pass 
through Kazakhstan on an annual 
basis.“Formation of a big Eura-
sian partnership and its integration 
with the OBOR strategy are set to 
expand the integration path. This 
process would facilitate the devel-
opment of new technologies and 
realisation of global mega-projects 
in the EAEU,” EEC Minister in 
Charge of Industry and Agroin-
dustrial Complex Sergey Sidorsky 
said at a May 31 scientific and 
technological conference ahead of 
the SPIEF.

Event participants discussed the 
strategic priorities of the partner-
ship within the OBOR strategy, en-
ergy and environmental strategies, 
programmes and projects in the 
area of plasma technology, energy 
efficiency, environmental safety, 
the use of cross-sectoral multidis-
ciplinary platform for virtual de-

velopment and testing of next-gen-
eration products and other topics.

Sidorsky informed about the on-
going work of the EEC on the in-
tegration of state structures and the 
business of the union countries, 
the interaction of the EEC with 
the Eurasian Development Bank 
in financing joint projects and sci-
entific and innovative cooperation 
within the union.

According to him, the creation 
of the New Silk Road should go in 
line with the technological devel-
opment of existing enterprises and 
the formation of closed-loop value 
chains within the EAEU. Develop-
ment of digital technologies and 
creation of a single digital space 
in industry and agribusiness are 
believed to be promising areas of 
joint work.

Meanwhile, a number of joint 
projects are being implemented 
under the partnership. Thus, the 
Great Stone industrial park is now 
the largest joint project of Belarus 

and China designed for decades. 
Kazakhstan has developed initia-
tives on 50 major industrial pro-
jects in sectors such as metallurgy, 
light industry and radio electron-
ics. Russia is implementing the 
Krasnoyarsk technological valley 
project.

Sidorsky also stressed the im-
portance of connecting the lead-
ing scientific centres of the union 
countries to the systemic work 
on the integration of the EAEU 
and the Silk Road Economic Belt 
(SREB).

“The intensification of joint ef-
forts of science, business and states 
will converge in the industrial de-
velopment of our countries, create 
innovative production and bring the 
real sector of the union’s economy 
to a new level,” Sidorsky added.

The SPIEF has been held annu-
ally for 20 years. Since 2006, the 
forum is held under patronage and 
with the participation of the Rus-
sian President.

Kazakh, Chinese leaders discuss economic 
cooperation, mark 25 years of relations in Astana

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping discussed bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation and marked the 
25th anniversary of relations dur-
ing a June 8 meeting as part of the 
Chinese leader’s four-day official 
visit to Kazakhstan.

The sides also signed agree-
ments, including a joint statement, 
a tax exemption for certain types of 
income from the Silk Road Fund, 
an agreement to cooperate on film 
production, an agreement to co-
operate on the construction of the 

Chukurbulak protective dam in 
Khorgos and a memorandum to 
increase cooperation in transport 
infrastructure development.

The two leaders also launched 
the work of a new container ser-
vice in the Eurasian space – the 
Kazakh-Chinese terminal at the 
port of Lianyungang (China) and 

the dry port of the Khorgos – East-
ern Gate special economic zone.

Xi is in Astana for the June 8-9 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) Summit and the June 9 
official launch of EXPO 2017 in-
ternational specialised exhibition.

“A vivid example of such harmo-
nious work is our cooperation in 
the framework of the SCO. Tomor-
row, we will take part in a historic 
meeting of the organisation, which 
will expand due to the accession of 
India and Pakistan. After this meet-
ing, the SCO chairmanship will 
be transferred to China. We want 
to wish you success,” Nazarbayev 
said June 8, welcoming his guest at 

the Akorda and noting that China is 
a close strategic partner.

The Kazakh President also noted 
increases in bilateral trade and said 
the coordination of Kazakhstan’s 
programme Nurly Zhol and Chi-
na’s One Belt, One Road initiative 
also has the potential for success.

“I believe that our all-round dy-

namic interaction may serve as 
example for others. In spite of the 
positive dynamics, we cannot stay 
on this. We have the potential to 
deepen our cooperation in the pri-
ority areas. Mainly, we have to 
concentrate on the idea of the Silk 
Road, which has a part on the ter-
ritory of Kazakhstan. During four 
years, we built 1,500 kilometres 
of railways and 3,000 kilometres 
of highways. We have two rail-
way and six automobile crossings. 
Thus, Kazakhstan becomes a tran-
sit state due to the development of 
trade with China,” he said.

Xi thanked Nazarbayev for the 
warm welcome and noted the rapid 

development of the Kazakh capital.
“Over 20 years, Astana has expe-

rienced tremendous changes, which 
open up a great future for Kazakh-
stan. I am convinced that under 
the leadership of President Naz-
arbayev, Kazakhstan will achieve 
new successes in the matter of 
national revival and construction. 
During the period of our coopera-
tion, we have achieved consider-
able results in all areas. We have 
trustful political relations,” Xi said.

“The One Belt, One Road ini-
tiative has received wide support 
all over the world. This initiative 
corresponds to the modern general 
trends of world processes. In fact, 

this is our common initiative that 
meets the challenges of global eco-
nomic globalisation,” Xi added.

After the talks, the two Presi-
dents visited China’s EXPO 2017 
pavilion and took part in a pro-
gramme titled “Kazakhstan and 
China – The Transit Bridge of 
Eurasia.”

“The Chinese exposition is one 
of the largest at EXPO 2017. Chi-
na is a world leader in the field of 
renewable energy sources. I am 
confident that your country’s par-
ticipation will make a significant 
contribution to the development 
of technologies and cultural ties,” 
Nazarbayev said.

Continued from Page A1

SCO also has four observer 
countries – Afghanistan, Belarus, 
Iran and Mongolia.

The Kazakh President noted due 
to the SCO, China and the former 
Soviet states resolved border issues, 
managed to strengthen regional se-
curity and counter extremism.

Undoubtedly, the accession of mili-
tary and economic powers such as 
India and Pakistan will only enhance 
the organisation’s security agenda and 
presence in the Eurasian space, ac-
cording to Kazakh political experts.

In addition, many hope the move 
will break the ice in bilateral rela-
tions between India and Pakistan. 
India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi already met with his Paki-
stani counterpart Nawaz Sharif 
June 8 after a two-year cool-off 
and they had a brief chitchat.

“With India and Pakistan 
aboard, the SCO unites about 40 

percent of the planet’s entire popu-
lation,” Nazarbayev said June 7 at 
the Akorda presidential residence 
during a meeting with the SCO de-
fence ministers.

“The priority is to preserve the 
‘Shanghai spirit,’ which is based 
on the solution of all emerging is-
sues on the basis of consensus,” he 
added.

The President also stressed the 
need to strengthen the economic 
component within the organisa-
tion’s activities.

“The positive dynamics of the 

SCO are currently conditioned 
by the development of the New 
Silk Road programme. This pro-
gramme is supported by all mem-
bers of the organisation, first of all 
by Kazakhstan – China’s neigh-
bour,” he said.

The leaders of the SCO states 
expressed hope the organisation 
will solidify efforts in counter-
ing pressing issues and continue 
strengthening regional security.

Seventeen heads of state and 
government visited the Kazakh 
capital to either attend the sum-
mit or witness the historic, for 
Kazakhstan, event – the grand 
opening ceremony of the expo. In 
addition to the SCO members and 
observers, presidents of Armenia, 
the Czech Republic, Serbia, and 
Turkmenistan, the king of Spain 
and the prime minister of Luxem-
bourg attended the launch of the 
expo, along with the UN Secretary 
General.

Members of Nur Otan, Kazakh-
stan’s leading political party, re-
cently visited South-East Asia and 
Japan in an effort to learn about 
and adopt best practices from the 
most advanced states in the re-
gion. During the trip, party First 
Deputy Mukhtar Kul-Muhammed 
met with Japanese Prime Minister 
Shizo Abe and Singaporean Peo-
ple’s Action Party Secretary-Gen-
eral and the country’s Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong to discuss 
Kazakh President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev’s new initiatives on eco-
nomic and political modernisation. 
Abe noted he was grateful to the 
head of state for condemning the 
recent missile launches by North 
Korea. Japanese officials pre-
sented several unique technologi-
cal solutions to Kul-Muhammed 
that allow identifying people and 
objects with the help via artificial 
intelligence. A similar system has 
been applied at airports in Brazil, 
Singapore and the U.S. Lee said he 
was eager to visit EXPO 2017. Ac-
cording to city-state officials, their 
pavilion will be titled “Small city, 
big ideas” and is set to be one of 
the most spectacular displays at 
the international exposition.

Kazakh cheese from mare’s milk 
has been exported to Russia for the 
first time, reported Kazakh TV. 
“This unique product evoked great 
interest in the neighbouring coun-
try. All of the products are made by 
special recipes and it’s true crafts-
manship,” noted the media. The 
company has different types of 
cheese, such as forest mushroom, 
mares’ milk and rosemary, and the 
products are in high demand, ac-
cording to Kazakhstan’s creamery 
in Moscow spokesperson Pyotr 
Pronin. “There are no cheese mak-
ers that would produce this type of 
cheese in Russia,” he said. “People 
in Moscow or Saint Petersburg are 
very fond of this cheese and this 
is an unusual taste for them. We 
brought up to 60 kilogrammes to 
the cheese festival and we sold it 
in just two days.”

Kazakh street artist Askhat Aky-
lbayev paints his works in the 
middle of New York City’s Times 
Square, according to Khabar 24. 
“The Kazakh citizen mastered the 
art of spray painting several years 
ago and now paints in front of 
millions of tourists passing Times 
Square, the main U.S. attraction,” 
reported the new agency. Akylb-
ayev, who learned the technique 
when he was a student, can create 
individual masterpieces in front 
of the crowd in just five minutes. 
The young artist is curious about 
his background, so he often meets 
with his countrymen and cele-
brates Kazakh holidays and each 
of Gennady Golovkin’s victories.

A historical Kazakh expedition 
arrived in Azerbaijan, as a gather-
ing of scientists from both countries 
served as a platform for dialogue 
about ethnographic and cultural 
issues in the history of the Tur-
kic people. The expedition found 
traces of Kazakh ancestors in 40 
countries and scientists highlighted 
the importance of genetics in re-
vealing ethnic commonness. This 
is a new stage, they added, in the 
study of the Turkic people and their 
connections in a large geographical 
area. Scientists noted modern stud-
ies should be applied to discover 
more about the ancient cultures of 
the Scythians and Saks. Azerbaijani 
researchers are willing to cooperate 
with their Kazakh counterparts in 
this matter as well as participate in 
archaeological excavations.

Hospitality and respect for el-
ders are distinct features of the Ka-
zakh culture, reported Kazakh TV. 
These and other traits were pre-
sented to the British public in the 
town of Romsey when more than 
150 local residents, including chil-
dren and grandchildren, took part 
in an improvised feast. Kazakh 
Ambassador to the U.K. Erlan 
Idrissov told the townsfolk about 
state programmes launched re-
cently in the country and the mod-
ernisation of the nation’s economy, 
political system and public con-
sciousness. Romsey Mayor John 
Parker noted Kazakhstan is global-
ly recognisable today, thanks to the 
country’s foreign policy initiatives 
and cultural accomplishments.

EEC Minister in Charge of Industry 
and Agroindustrial Complex  
Sergey Sidorsky.
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NEWS IN BRIEFNB launches sale of gold bars

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Chairperson of 
National Bank Daniyar Akishev 
announced May 31 that Kazakh 
citizens can buy gold bars weigh-
ing 10, 20, 50 and 100 grams. The 
price starts from 126,000 tenge 
(US$403). The most expensive 
100-gram bar will cost 1.26 mil-
lion tenge (US$4,032).

“Our main idea is to launch a 
liquid and active market. The gold 
ingots can be quickly purchased 
and sold. Banks will be obliged 
to buy these bars from citizens on 
demand without any restrictions,” 
Akishev said.

In the future, the National Bank 
plans to allow the purchase and 
sale of gold bars through the ex-
change offices of non-bank legal 
entities after corresponding legis-
lation will be amended.

The chairperson highlighted that 

the first person to buy the bars was 
Kazakhstan President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev. The President has 
bought all four types of gold ingots.

Akishev explained prices de-
pend on the situation on world 
exchanges. He also said that the 
ingots are specially produced and 
measured in grams, not in ounces, 
because Kazakhstan citizens are 
used for this type of measure.

According to him, the first par-
ticipants of the project are Halyk 
Bank and Eurasian Bank. Gold 
ingots can be bought in Astana, 
Almaty, Ust-Kamenogorsk and 
Atyrau. In the future, the geog-
raphy of gold ingots sales will be 
expanded, as well as the number of 
participating banks.

The gold bars are produced in a 
special vacuum package.

Akishev explained it is neces-
sary to keep the integrity of the 
package to avoid any examina-
tions.

Approximate prices for gold in-
gots are as follows:

10 grams – 126,000 tenge, 
(US$403).

20 grams – 254,000 tenge, 
(US$813).  

50 grams – 635,000 tenge, 
(US$2,032).

100 grams – 1.26 million tenge, 
(US$4,032).

“The gold bars are 100 percent 
made in Kazakhstan. The National 
Bank guarantees the high quality 
of gold ingots with a breakdown 
of four nines. As the programme 
is being implemented and popu-
larised, we are ready to produce 
ingots with a larger mass in case of 
need,” Akishev said.

A gold bar is a quantity of re-
fined metallic gold which is pro-
duced according to special stand-
ards. They have special labelling. 
Small bars are usually manufac-
tured by minting or stamping from 
appropriately rolled gold sheets.

Information satellite system saves Kazakhstan $45 million
By Zhaniya Urankayeva

ASTANA – Space technology 
development contributes to the 
increase of domestic content in 
space system production for for-
eign customers, said Minister of 
Defence and Aerospace Industry 
Beibut Atamkulov at a June 5 
government meeting.

The KazSat system ensured the 
import substitution in the amount 
of 27 billion tenge (US$86.3 mil-
lion) due to the reduction of the 
use of foreign satellites resources 

and brought in 14.7 billion tenge 
(US$46.9 million) during the pe-
riod of its operation.

“Our consumers would annual-
ly pay $45 million for services of 
foreign satellites if there wasn’t 
a KazSat satellite. The income 
from commercial sales amounted 
to 760 million tenge (US$2.4 mil-
lion) in Kazakhstan and 143 mil-
lion tenge (US$457,171) abroad 
during the years of KazEOSat-1 
and KazEOSat-2 space probing 
system operation,” the minister 
said.

Space images of more than 

22.3 million square kilometres of 
space with a cost of 12.2 billion 
tenge (US$39 million) were pro-
vided from the beginning of last 
year to the present day.

“These space images would 
cost us more than 23 billion tenge 
(US$73.5 million) according to 
the tariffs of foreign operators. 
The space images do not solve 
the tasks of state bodies, they 
need appropriate decoding. This 
is thematic processing in a certain 
direction in the industry,” he said.

The minister said that the state 
bodies have difficulties with the-

matic processing of remote sens-
ing data due to lack of personnel, 
technical and financial resources. 
Creation of sectoral geoportals, 
subsystems of space monitoring 
and control based on the space 
system for remote sensing of the 
Earth will solve these issues ef-
fectively.

“The geoportal of the Prosecu-
tor General’s Office for monitor-
ing land was created as part of 
the Land by Law – Prevent Self-
Seizure project. This geoportal 
is designed to identify squatting 
open land and the irrelevance of 

the database of land cadastre,” he 
said.

A Kazakh-British team of en-
gineers planned to launch two 
satellites of the space system of 
scientific and technological des-
ignation in early 2018.

Last year, the parliament 
adopted a law on space activities, 
which allows creating a legal 
mechanism for the effective use 
of space infrastructure, practical 
implementation of the results of 
space monitoring and technology 
in public administration of vari-
ous areas of the economy.

NB: inflation remains 
stable, base interest 
rate to decrease

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The annual inflation 
rate was 7.5 percent in May and 
slowed its decline. The expecta-
tions of citizens regarding the fu-
ture level of inflation remain stable 
and the National Bank lowered the 
base interest rate from 11 percent 
to 10.5 percent June 5.

“In May, as in April, the annual in-
flation totalled 7.5 percent. Inflation 
slowed down due to the shock of the 
offer. It was coincided with the sea-
sonal rise in prices for certain types 
of food, in particular, vegetables and 
meat. At the same time, the growth 
is partly offset by a decline in world 
food prices for the past three months. 
Therefore, there are no significant 
changes in food inflation, and infla-
tion continues to be within the target 
range,” National Bank Chairman 
Daniyar Akishev said.

According to the National 
Bank’s polling, the population’s 
perception of price increases is im-
proving. Certain fluctuations are 
not significant and do not affect 
the overall trend. The results of the 
prediction analysis shows the an-
nual inflation will be in the target 
corridor during 2017 and 2018.

“We expect a seasonal increase in 

the food products supply, which will 
contribute to the deceleration of an-
nual inflation to the end of the third 
quarter. The annual inflation may 
slowly rise in the fourth quarter for 
a short period,” Akishev added.

There is also a gradual resump-
tion in growth of consumer de-
mand. The real income of the 
population increased 2.4 percent 
at the cost of the growth of social 
payment and pensions in January-
March period. World oil prices 
($48-54 per barrel) supported the 
growth of Kazakhstan economy.

The National Bank of Kazakh-
stan has reduced the base inter-
est rate from 11 percent to 10.5 
percent with a corridor of plus or 
minus 1-percentage points. It also 
decided to decrease liquidity pro-
vision operations to 11.5 percent 
and liquidity withdrawal opera-
tions to 9.5 percent.

The currency preferences of de-
positors continue to change in fa-
vour of the tenge. The volume of 
purchase of foreign currency fell 
more than three times to $88.4 
million in April. Therefore, Ka-
zakhstan citizens and participants 
of foreign exchange market have 
stable expectations regarding the 
tenge exchange rate, the state lend-
er believes.

Worst times gone for Kazakhstan, says  
PwC tax and legal leader for Eurasia

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Long-time expat, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Tax 
& Legal Services leader for Eurasia 
Michael Ahern believes the worst 
times of economically tough 2015-
2016 are over for Kazakhstan.

“We will not return to the boom 
times of high oil prices, but the trend 
is up,” he told The Astana Times in 
an exclusive interview.

“In 2015-2016, we’ve been at the 
lowest point – currency devaluation, 
low oil prices. The significance of 
[the launch of] Tengizchevroil’s Fu-
ture Growth Project cannot be over-
emphasised and the Astana EXPO 
will bring a lot of visitors to the 
country,” he added.

Originally from South Arica and 
an expat since 1998, Ahern lived 
three years in Poland. He moved 
to Belgrade, Serbia, in 2001, where 
he lived another three years, then 
moved back to Poland in 2006. 
While there, he worked on many 
transactions and became familiar 
with almost all countries in Central 
Europe – from the Baltic States all 
the way down to Albania.

“I have a pretty good knowledge 
of these countries and their people,” 
he told the paper. He believes “the 
impact of China is significant for 
Kazakhstan” in speaking about the 
forecast for latter’s economy for the 
near future.

“Kazakhstan is a part of the route 
connecting China and Europe, rather 
than Chinese investments in the Ka-
zakh oil and gas industry. This will 
help to significantly develop the 
country’s infrastructure. Something 

to think about is the impact on Ka-
zakhstan as Uzbekistan opens up, 
given the relative size of the Uzbek 
market. Kazakhstan needs a re-
sponse even though it is significant-
ly ahead in terms of development,” 
he said.

Ahern admits he knew close to 
nothing about the Central Asian 
country before moving and it was 
quite challenging despite his ex-
tensive relocating experience in the 
past.

“In fact, I did not know much be-
fore moving to Kazakhstan in 2014. 
I was lucky to come to Kazakhstan 
once in 2011 for a large multina-
tional corporation based in a fairly 
remote location. I saw something 
in three days, but not much. I also 
had some knowledge from a regu-
lar PwC tax leaders’ meetings for 
Central and Eastern Europe and in 
particular from one of the early lead-
ers of the practice, Courtney Fowler, 
who lived in Almaty for 12 years. I 
had the impression of a country with 
big spaces and horses a long way 
from anywhere,” he said.

One of the reasons Ahern encoun-
tered difficulties was his age, he ad-
mitted.

“I was 16 years older than when 
I first became an expat and I wasn’t 
as flexible in my ways. The second 
thing is I never really worked in true 
post-Soviet countries. I saw an enor-
mous difference between Poland 
and Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) countries. Here, peo-
ple seemed more hesitant to make 
decisions or step out of line and do 
something different. This is not good 
or bad, simply different,” he noted.

He didn’t hesitate, however, to 
quickly learn about his new sur-
roundings.

“An enormous plus is that Ka-
zakhstan is at a crossroad between 
Europe and Asia – I had never had 
Asian experience. So, one of the 
things I’ve enjoyed the most is an 
opportunity to look to and learn 
from the East,” he said.

“I really find Kazakhstan and its 
people very interesting. People are so 
friendly, genuinely want to help, have 
time for you, remember your name. 
People smile and despite the fact that 
I don’t speak Russian, they commu-
nicate with me and are always ready 
to help. Kazakh people are friendly, 
they engage, they are helpful, much 
more caring than in the western 
world, where people seem to be more 
in a rush, and are much focused on 
their own life and work. In Kazakh-
stan, people quickly remember you; 
they are very attentive, hospitable 
and respectful. You end up with the 
feeling that people care,” he added.

PwC global and 
operations in Kazakhstan

PwC opened its first office in 
Kazakhstan in 1993 and today the 

company has more than 500 staff 
in three fully operating offices in 
Almaty and Astana. The company’s 
expansion didn’t stop just in Ka-
zakhstan or the Central Asia region. 
PwC established offices in Baku 
(Azerbaijan), Tbilisi (Georgia), 
Yerevan (Armenia), Bishkek (Kyr-
gyzstan), Tashkent (Uzbekistan), 
Ashgabat (Turkmenistan) and Ul-
aanbaatar (Mongolia).

“We do very traditional tax con-
sulting for many oil and gas com-
panies, companies in the retail and 
consumer sector and companies 
providing services in both of those 
areas,” he said.

“Tax disputes and litigation are 
an important part of our practice. 
There is a positive trend in that 
while there are a lot of disputes, we 
see more of them being resolved in 
favour of taxpayers.  Transfer pric-
ing is possibly the ‘hottest’ tax topic 
globally, and it’s no different here. 
There is a big focus on how com-
panies in a group price the transac-
tions between themselves. We do 
more and more outsourcing work 
– tax compliance, tax returns, ac-
counting services and immigration 
support. This is for companies as 
well as individuals. Legal services 
are an increasingly important part of 
our practice, dealing with corporate 
matters, financing, employment and 
intellectual property. Legal is ex-
tremely complementary to our tax 
and advisory work,” he added.

Human resource consulting is 
crucial, too.

“Everything has a dimension re-
lated to people. We cover most mat-
ters related to people looking at re-
cruitment, career paths, remuneration 

structures, job grading, leadership 
development and motivation. We 
provide this range of services consist-
ently across Eurasia. So, our practice 
is comparable with a PwC practice 
anywhere in the world,” he said.

“Definitely, we are not changing 
our strategy, i.e. to build trust in 
society and solve important prob-
lems,” he added.

PwC to participate in 
EXPO 2017

“We are very supportive of EXPO 
and we are certainly going to par-
ticipate in different events – meet-
ings with trade delegations, national 
days, Astana Economic Forum, in-
novation summit, 30th plenary ses-
sion of the Foreign Investors’ Coun-
cil chaired by the President, etc.,” he 
said.

“We will bring leading colleagues 
to participate in different events 
during the EXPO. For instance, 
Michal Mazur, a partner of PwC’s 
drone consultancy who is one of 
100 Europe changemakers accord-
ing to the Financial Times 2016, and 
Rahul Gupta, an expert on smart cit-
ies and cybersecurity, will come to 
Astana in June. More generally, we 
are moving about the country, shar-
ing our experiences over the last 20 
years and encouraging investors in 
Kazakhstan,” he said.

“We wish EXPO 2017 great suc-
cess and all guests and participants a 
most rewarding and enjoyable time 
in Astana. The new infrastructure, 
new airport, Congress Hall and ex-
hibition centre, top brand hotels – 
all are good for the country for the 
long term,” he added.

Michael Ahern

Approximately 36 billion tenge 
(US$114.7 million) was not dis-
bursed in the country last year, 
Accounts Committee Chairman 
Nurmukhambet Abdibekov said, 
24.kz reports. Income of 7.7 tril-
lion tenge (US$24.5 billion) was 
reported in 2016. In comparison 
with 2015, expenses exceeded this 
figure by 1 trillion tenge (US$3.18 
billion). Half of the spent budget 
funds were sent for the implemen-
tation of social projects, said Min-
ister of Finance Bakhyt Sultanov. 
Overall, the economy grew 1 per-
cent, which drove the growth of na-
tional budget revenue, the minister 
explained. “We all have one com-
mon goal. We need to ensure the ef-
fective disbursement of budgetary 
funds. Achievement of the tasks set 
by President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
on ensuring economic growth and 
improving the standard of living 
of Kazakhstan citizens depends on 
how these funds are used,” said 
Nurlan Nigmatulin, chairman of 
Mazhilis (lower chamber) of the 
Kazakh Parliament.

Prime Minister of Kazakhstan 
Bakytzhan Sagintayev instructed 
the government to take action to 
improve the activities of the coun-
try’s Special Economic Zones 
(SEZ), according to 24.kz. The ef-
fectiveness of SEZs and industrial 
zones directly depends on the work 
of their management companies. In 
this regard, Sagintayev instructed 
the responsible state agencies to 
carefully approach the selection of 
such organisations and effectively 
monitor their work. The Ministry of 
Investment and Development and 
the Ministries of Finance, National 
Economy and Agriculture were in-
structed to optimise the mechanism 
of tax administration of SEZ par-
ticipants, to simplify the procedure 
for expanding priority activities 
and to develop a separate simplified 
procedure for issuing land plots in 
SEZs.

According to the Ministry of Na-
tional Economy, the inflation rate 
was 7.5 percent in May, khabar.
kz reports. Meanwhile, the World 
Bank has published the forecast for 
other macroeconomic indicators in 
Kazakhstan. Experts at the interna-
tional financial organisation slight-
ly increased the forecast for gross 
domestic product growth in Ka-
zakhstan this year and noted the ac-
celeration of the pace of economic 
recovery, crediting fiscal stimulus 
measures and rising oil prices for 
both positive developments. In this 
context, the economy of Kazakh-
stan is expected to grow 2.4 percent 
this year and 2.6 percent next year.

More funds are being transferred 
to Kazakhstan from abroad, with 
311,600 transactions made between 
January and March, according to 
ranking.kz. Compared with the lev-
el for the same period last year, the 
number of transactions increased by 
19.8 percent or 51,600. The amount 
of money transferred to Kazakhstan 
from abroad for the reporting period 
was 56.2 billion tenge (US$179.16 
million), which is 26.9 percent or 
11.9 billion tenge (US$37.9 mil-
lion) more than last year. The aver-
age transfer amount per transaction 
increased by 5.9 percent or 10,000 
tenge (US$31.88) and reached 
180,500 tenge (US$575.4)

According to the results of the first 
quarter, the average monthly salary 
of Kazakhstan citizens was 140,300 
tenge (US$447.2), which is 5.6 per-
cent higher than in the same period 
a year earlier, ranking.kz reports. 
At the same time, for employees of 
large and medium-sized enterprises 
this indicator reached 155,400 tenge 
(US$495.4) with a 6.6 percent in-
crease compared to a year earlier. 
The salary of employees of large 
companies in the reporting period 
was 10.8 percent higher than the 
country’s average salary. For com-
parison, a year earlier, the gap was 
9.8 percent. Across the country, the 
highest wages are traditionally ob-
served in the oil regions and in the 
capital. In Atyrau region, this figure 
reached 256,200 tenge (US$816.76), 
declining 0.4 percentage points 
over a year. Mangistau workers re-
ceive on the average 247,300 tenge 
(US$788.4), increasing 0.4 percent-
age points over a year. The average 
salary in Astana grew 7.6 percent to 
203,500 tenge (US$648.7).

ECONOMY
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BUSINESS
NEWS IN BRIEF AIFC, NASDAQ ink technology 

agreement for AIFC Exchange
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The Astana Interna-
tional Financial Centre (AIFC) and 
NASDAQ Inc. signed a technolo-
gy agreement May 29 that will al-
low the AIFC Exchange to use the 
NASDAQ matching engine.

“The matching engine will be 
implemented and go through sev-
eral rigorous testing and accept-
ance stages before official deploy-
ment,” note NASDAQ officials on 
its website.

“The NASDAQ machine engine 
is the most widely-used matching 
engine in the world that combines 

extraordinary performance with 
extensive functionality to cost-
effectively meet current and future 
business and performance require-
ments. Once the AIFC Exchange 
goes live, NASDAQ will provide 
continual maintenance and techni-
cal support.”

The AIFC Exchange is sched-
uled to launch close to the end of 
this year, according to Managing 
Director Sayasat Nurbek, and “will 
initially trade equities and fixed in-
come with other asset classes for 
future phases.”

“NASDAQ’s matching engine 
is considered the best trading plat-
form globally and is differentiated 

by the breadth and depth of its of-
fering, security and functionality. 
The AIFC authority is pleased to 
cooperate with NASDAQ in creat-
ing the country’s exchange infra-
structure,” said AIFC head Kairat 
Kelimbetov.

The AIFC intends to become a 
leading international financial hub. 
The centre will be guided by Eng-
lish common law, while adopting 
English as the official language.

The institution has been formed 
to attract foreign investment into 
the country through the “establish-
ment of an attractive environment 
for investment in the financial 
services, to develop local capital markets, to ensure their integra-

tion with the international capital 
market and to develop markets for 
insurance and banking services 
and for Islamic financing in Ka-
zakhstan,” according to the AIFC 
press service.

“NASDAQ is honoured to con-
tribute to the new ‘state-of-the-art’ 
exchange infrastructure being built 
by AIFC authority for the Kazakh-
stan and related international mar-
kets,” said NASDAQ Executive 
Vice President of Market Depart-
ment Lars Ottensgard.

“By leveraging our NASDAQ 
financial framework, the AIFC 
Exchange will be running on 
ground breaking technology, 
which will allow for standardised 
and unified operations coupled 
with robust flexibility to boost 
its competitive proposition in a 
rapidly evolving international 
marketplace. We look forward to 
partnering and supporting AIFC 
in this exciting new develop-
ment,” he added.

NASDAQ is a leading provider 
of trading, clearing, exchange 
technology, listing, information 
and public company services 
across six continents, accord-
ing to its official description. 
“Through its diverse portfolio 
of solutions, the exchange ena-
bles customers to plan, optimise 
and execute their business vision 
with confidence, using proven 
technologies that provide trans-
parency and insight for navigat-
ing today’s global capital mar-
kets,” it notes. As the creator of 
the world’s first electronic stock 
market, its technology powers 
more than 70 marketplaces in 50 
countries and one in 10 of the 
world’s securities transactions. 
NASDAQ is home to more than 
3,600 listed companies with a 
market value of approximate-
ly $9.6 trillion and more than 
10,000 corporate clients. It pro-
vides information, such as free 
stock quotes, including official 
open and close prices.

Kazpost showcases services provided at offices of future
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – A new digital office 
featuring Kazpost services such as 
hybrid ATMs, an electronic cash-
ier, post office and parcel super-
market, drones and post.kz capa-
bilities was opened in the capital 
May 30 as part of the Green Quar-
ter construction complex presenta-
tion.

Self-service offices will work 
in the future in round-the-clock 
mode. They will be located not 
only in Kazpost branches, but 
also in shopping centres or of-
fices, according to the company’s 
release.

“Our main goal now is to 
make Kazpost a dynamic and in-
novative company that uses the 
most modern technologies in its 
activities, which allows us to 
serve customers promptly and 
efficiently. The development of 
e-commerce in the country grew 
by 43 percent compared to last 
year and we fully support this 
trend. Now we are actively de-
veloping e-commerce, modern-
ising offices and transforming 
most of the services into an on-
line format,” said Kazpost head 
Saken Sarsenov.

Six digital offices with biometric 
control will be installed at Kazpost 
offices by the end of this year. In 
addition to standard ATM func-
tions, these offices will also pro-
vide video consultations, mobile 
wallet, issue cards and exchange 
currency. One digital office can re-
place the work of a whole post of-
fice with up to 20 employees. Two 
experts will monitor and demon-

strate the services to clients during 
the introductory period.

Electronic cashiers will be in-
stalled in the regional offices. They 
are convenient for rural entrepre-
neurs who will be able to store or 
transfer money to their accounts 
without going to the bank branch. 
The electronic cashier accepts up 
to 100 million tenge (US$319,900) 
at a time and the incoming money 
can be issued immediately. Self-
serve offices can work in autono-
mous mode without cash collec-
tion for four-five months.

“We will be the first company in 
Kazakhstan to launch a customer 
verification system in June based 
on face biometrics to exclude 
fraudulent cases when issuing and 
receiving a second-tier bank loan 
for agency services. Verification is 
carried out by comparing the cli-
ent’s photo online with a photo on 
the identity card. Now, we are test-
ing the pilot programme in five of-
fices,” said Sarsenov.

Delivering post items and small 
shipments by drone is Kazpost’s 
next innovative project.

“Currently, delivery is carried 
out by air, railway and motor trans-
port, but there are difficulties in 
delivering to remote hard-to-reach 
areas, especially during difficult 
weather conditions, and drones 
can be used there,” he added.

Paying and verifying fines can 
be done beginning in June through 
post.kz and the post.kz app. POS 
terminals for unpaid penalties to 
lift the ban of overseas travel will 
also be installed near the passport 
control zones in the Aktau, Almaty, 
Astana, Karaganda and Shymkent 
airports.

The European Bank for Re-
construction and Development 
(EBRD) will provide a $350 
million syndicated loan to the 
Shalkiya Zinc mining company 
to expand mining operations at 
the existing lead-zinc mine Shal-
kiya in the Kyzylorda region, as 
well as building facilities at the 
enrichment plant, according to 
bank’s press release. The project 
will contribute to the overall eco-
nomic growth of the region and 
an increase in the level of educa-
tion and career opportunities for 
women and youth, according to a 
statement. The project aims to in-
troduce the world’s best practices 
and to address key sustainability 
issues, to support the technologi-
cal development of Kazakhstan’s 
mining sector and ensure further 
transition to a green economy.

Kazakhstan’s online service 
for finding and selling air tick-
ets, Santufei.com, has attracted 
$300,000 in investments from 
several individuals, according 
to Kapital.kz. The funds will be 
used to expand the project, in-
crease the team and develop new 
products. A significant portion of 
the funds will be spent on mar-
keting. “Taking into account the 
needs of our users, we decided 
to add the possibility of buying 
railway tickets, also obtaining in-
surance, as well as making hotel 
bookings,” said head of the com-
pany Askhat Omarov. Santufei.
com was launched in 2014. The 
current turnover of the service 
has exceeded 300 million tenge 
(US$954,600) per month, accord-
ing to the statement.

Carrefour Kazakhstan has an-
nounced its hypermarket will 
close on July 2. The reasons have 
not been made public. Carrefour, 
a French network of stores second 
only to Wal-Mart in size, set up 
shop in Kazakhstan in February 
2016. 

Foreign businesses have 
strengthened their position in Ka-
zakhstan. During the past year, 
the number of enterprises owned 
by foreigners or operating with 
foreign participation has risen 
sharply, by 25 percent or 3,400 or-
ganisations, according to finprom.
kz. (The total increase in the num-
ber of all operating enterprises in 
Kazakhstan from April 2016 to 
April 2017 was 7 percent.) As a 
result, the share of foreign compa-
nies in the business environment 
of Kazakhstan increased to 6.9 
percent from 5.9 percent a year 
earlier. In 2016, gross inflow of 
foreign direct investment rose 40 
percent to $20.6 billion. The num-
ber of foreign companies in trade 
increased the most over the past 
year, 24 percent. Another top two 
fields are manufacturing and con-
struction.

Halyk Bank has sold 60 per-
cent of its stake in Altyn Bank 
to Chinese investors, according 
to inform.kz. The bank signed 
an agreement with China CITIC 
Bank Corporation Limited and 
China Shuangwei Investment 
Company. The completion of the 
transaction is expected during the 
second half of 2017. Halyk Bank 
will continue to own 40 percent of 
the company and reserves certain 
rights in accordance with their 
shareholder agreement with cus-
tomers. “As part of the One Belt 
One Road initiative we see the 
interest of Kazakhstan’s compa-
nies to develop their business in 
China and we follow the needs of 
our customers. China is a promis-
ing market for Kazakh business, 
it offers great opportunities as a 
market for goods and services. 
Altyn Bank will be able to offer 
its Kazakh customers the neces-
sary banking support, such as 
direct conversion from tenge to 
yuan, trade financing, treasury op-
erations and lending. CITIC Bank 
will play the role of strategic part-
ner for Altyn Bank, expanding its 
opportunities due to its status as a 
significant international financial 
institution and the size of its busi-
ness. Altyn Bank will also be able 
to strengthen its positions in the 
market through access to CITIC 
Bank technologies,” said Chair of 
the Board of Halyk Bank of Ka-
zakhstan Umut Shayakhmetova.
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The presence of 
the legally binding 
document will put 
significant pressure 
on nuclear powers. 
This convention 
is undoubtedly a 
considerable step 
towards a nuclear-
weapon-free world.

Astana Economic Forum 
puts Kazakhstan at the 
heart of global debate

Kazakhstan prides itself at being at the 
centre of Eurasia. But with EXPO 2017, 
the Eurasian Media Forum and the an-
nual Astana Economic Forum all taking 

place here this month, there is a case for suggest-
ing that our country is – at least for a short while 
– at the heart of global debate.

Nearly 4,000 experts have registered to attend 
this year’s 10th Astana Economic Forum held 
under the title “New Energy – New Economy”. 
They have been attracted by an agenda which 
promises to examine the drivers and obstacles to 
regional and global prosperity. Among the topics 
they will debate are how sustainable growth can be 
achieved, how innovation can be encouraged and 
the role of green energy in the world’s future. 

The delegates from countries around the world 
will arrive in Astana at a time of continuing un-
certainty for the global economy. Productivity in 
many economies is under pressure, investment is 
falling and there are concerns that the innovative 
advances we need to power growth and rising liv-
ing standards may suffer. 

It is also hard to think of a period in the recent 
past when the benefits of globalisation and even 
international trade have been so widely doubted. 
These concerns are shared not only by ordinary 
citizens but also by national leaders. 

As the economic forum will discuss, Kazakhstan 
is standing out against this worrying trend. While 
others are becoming more inward looking, Ka-
zakhstan is increasing cooperation with its neigh-
bours to expand opportunities, employment and 
spread prosperity. This is based on the evidence 
which shows that we all benefit if trade can be 
encouraged. 

The country is now a vital link in China’s New 
Silk Road initiative and is an active member of the 
Eurasian Economic Union. Transport links have 
been improved not only to the major markets to the 
east and west but also to the south. At a time when 
some countries are lowering their sights, Kazakh-
stan has shown its confidence in the future. 

This has been coupled with continued reforms 
and investment to strengthen its economy. A 
far-reaching domestic programme of modernisa-

tion has been put in place. Privatisations of major 
sectors are being accelerated to introduce new 
funding and new ideas. The establishment of the 
Astana International Financial Centre is designed 
to secure Kazakhstan’s position as a key regional 
hub in the global economy but also to attract new 
investment to Central Asia as a whole. 

These steps have already been reflected in the 
positive way our country and economy is viewed 
globally. Kazakhstan was one of the biggest risers 
in the World Bank’s 2017 Ease of Doing Business 
report, jumping six places to 35th in the league 
table. 

This significant improvement follows a series 
of concrete steps to remove barriers to invest-
ment. They include making it easier to set up new 
businesses, to obtain a building permit and export 
goods. 

Shareholders’ and investors’ rights have also 
been strengthened, propelling Kazakhstan into the 
top five countries for protecting minority investors, 
according to the World Bank. There is more to do 
but Kazakhstan is moving in the right direction. 

Among the areas where there is great potential 
is in renewable energy which is also an impor-
tant topic for discussion at the Astana Economic 
Forum. Last month, a unique atlas, drawn up by 
the Ministry of Energy and the United Nations 
Development Programme, enabled the public for 
the first time to examine online the country’s solar 
energy potential. 

It is potential which is already being acknowl-
edged outside our country. The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development recently ap-
proved a framework to invest up to €200 million 
($224 million) in the development of renewable 
energies within our borders. 

It is a practical example of the international part-
nerships which will help improve living standards 
while protecting our planet. If we achieve these 
ambitions, we need more, not less, international 
cooperation on economic challenges. 

Now is not the time to lower our sights but to 
work together more closely. Finding this common 
ground is exactly the aim of the Astana Economic 
Forum.

Eurasian Media Forum 
to focus on today’s most 

pressing issues 
Frank and open dialogue has never been 

more important in today’s world. The chal-
lenges we face are ever more complex and 
no longer affect only individual states or 

societies but ripple across the globe. Climate change, 
international terrorism, migration and the strains – 
and benefits – from globalisation are just some of the 
most pressing topics requiring the widest possible 
discussion to help us reach the right solutions. 

Providing the platform for these informed con-
versations is the aim of the Eurasian Media Forum, 
which will again take place in Astana on June 22-24. 
Approximately 600 delegates from 60 countries will 
gather in Kazakhstan’s capital to join in the important 
debates. 

The agenda goes to the heart of the foreign policy 
challenges faced by the international community if 
we are to spread peace and prosperity. Delegates, for 
example, will discuss the big changes in the world 
order and what this means for how countries can 
work together. 

It recognises that the last few years have seen 
a major transformation in the international order. 
There are now many more countries and regions with 
influence on the global stage and whose views and 
interests must be carefully considered when decisions 
are made. 

Asia is now a continent of serious economic and 
political power. India seems set to join China in 
global influence. In its own way, too, Kazakhstan’s 
growing stature shows the increasing role of fast-
developing nations in international affairs. 

How the global economy can grow in a sustainable 
way is another challenge for which  we must collec-
tively find answers. Green energy must be a central 
part of any solution. This year the Eurasian Media 
Forum is being held as part of EXPO 2017 with its 
theme of “Future Energy.” Kazakhstan’s decision to 
make this topic the focus of the prestigious interna-
tional event reflects the country’s desire to promote 
sustainable development. 

Kazakhstan is fortunate to have large fossil fuel 
reserves which have, up to now, been the springboard 
for the country’s development. But the government, 

with a clear eye on the future, is determined that 
Kazakhstan helps lead the move to a green economy. 
The forum will hear from Kazakh and outside experts 
how oil-rich states can best manage the switch to a 
green economy smoothly. 

The forum is, of course, international in its scope 
and will focus as well on immediate challenges to 
global stability and security. None is more pressing 
than the continuing Syrian crisis which has caused 
human suffering on a devastating scale and has 
fuelled extremism and terrorism.

Kazakhstan is already playing its part in helping 
to resolve this terrible conflict. The Astana Process 
has already seen the capital host four rounds of talks, 
with the next scheduled for July. Despite progress, 
there remains a great deal of work to, first, end the 
violence and, second, reach a political solution to the 
crisis. 

The discussions on Syria during the media forum 
won’t themselves, of course, lead to the breakthrough 
needed. But any dialogue can only help by increas-
ing understanding of the fears and ambitions of all 
sides. It will be especially interesting to hear from the 
experts how the Astana Process can continue to help 
the international community edge towards a fair and 
lasting resolution of the conflict. 

The forum also provides the opportunity to 
consider how best to spread the benefits – and 
manage the risks – from the digital revolution. This 
has already had a huge impact on our lives but we 
are only at the beginning of the opportunities this 
will bring in everything from economic progress to 
individual health. President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
has already called for his country to be in the fore-
front of the adoption of this technology to cultivate 
new industries and improve the performance of 
existing sectors. 

Dr. Dariga Nazarbayeva, the chair of the forum’s 
organizing committee, said it aims “to seek solutions 
to the most significant issues affecting the Cen-
tral Asian region.” But the agenda also shows that 
themes reflect the challenges faced by every region 
and country. This is an event staged in Kazakhstan 
but increasingly with a true global significance.

Historical milestone on the 
road to nuclear disarmament

By Alimzhan Akhmetov

On May 22, President of the 
UN Conference on negotiating a 
nuclear weapons ban, Ambassa-
dor Elayne Whyte of Costa Rica 
presented a historical draft of the 
Convention on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. Out of the three 
types of weapons of mass destruc-
tion – nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical – only nuclear are currently 
not legally banned.

Moreover, the status of the 
five nuclear weapon countries – 
the United States, Great Britain, 
France, Russia and China – has 
been legalised in accordance with 
the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera-
tion of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
signed in 1968. Four more nations 
are known to have developed and 
tested nuclear arsenals – India, 
Pakistan, North Korea, and Israel 
(although Israel has not confirmed 
this).

According to Article 6 of the 
document, each of the parties un-
dertakes “to pursue negotiations in 
good faith on effective measures 
relating to cessation of the nuclear 
arms race at an early date and to 
nuclear disarmament and on a trea-
ty on general and complete disar-
mament under strict and effective 
international control.”

In 2020, the global community 
will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty’s entry into force. How-
ever, one of its fundamental pro-
visions – gradual disarmament of 
the nuclear powers in exchange for 

renouncement by other states to 
attempt to obtain military technol-
ogy – remains unfulfilled, and the 
logical completion of the negotia-
tions relating to this commitment 
does not yet exist.

In this regard, it is very difficult 
to overestimate the UN General 
Assembly resolution 71/258, ap-
proved Dec. 23, 2016, on “Tak-
ing forward multilateral nuclear 

disarmament negotiations,” in 
accordance with which the nego-
tiations on the development of a 
nuclear weapon ban treaty were 
launched.

The first round of the negotia-
tions was held March 27-31, 2017 
in New York, which resulted in the 
abovementioned presentation of 
the draft Convention on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons.

From June 15 to July 8, more 
than 100 UN member states will 
gather in New York to hold the 
second round of negotiations on 
the harmonisation and approval of 
the text of the draft convention.

Nuclear powers and their allies 
are boycotting this process and 
doing everything to sabotage or 
weaken the negotiations.

The vast majority within the inter-
national community have been mak-
ing a serious effort to ban and destroy 
this inhumane weapon from the 
moment it was first used in August 
1945. After 72 years, this is no longer 
a deadlock issue. Nevertheless, hard 
and strenuous work lies ahead.

Even if the Convention on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is 
signed and enters into force, it cer-
tainly does not mean that nuclear 
powers will voluntarily destroy 
them. However, the presence of 
the legally binding document will 
put significant pressure on them. 
This convention is undoubtedly a 
considerable step towards a nucle-
ar-weapon-free world.

The author is the Director of 
the Centre for International Se-
curity and Policy in Astana.
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The relationship 
between Kazakhstan 
and the United 
Arab Emirates is 
underpinned by a 
shared desire to 
uphold principles that 
both our countries 
hold dear. 

Kazakhstan – UAE: together for a quarter of a century
By Sheikh Abdullah bin  

Zayed Al Nahyan

This year, we celebrate 25 years 
of friendship and diplomacy be-
tween Kazakhstan and the United 
Arab Emirates. This celebration is 
a landmark one for our bilateral re-
lations and my visit to Kazakhstan 
in late May presented an opportu-
nity to reflect on the status of our 
partnership and on what steps we 
can take to further strengthen links 
between Kazakhstan and the UAE.

The relationship between Ka-
zakhstan and the United Arab 
Emirates is underpinned by a 
shared desire to uphold principles 
that both our countries hold dear. 
We stand united in our resolve to 
build on the warm and multi-facet-
ed relations that exist between our 
countries, embrace opportunities 
and confront challenges in a fast 
changing world.

The United Arab Emirates and 
Kazakhstan share a solid commit-
ment to promoting a positive and 
constructive sustainable develop-

ment agenda and a vision for ad-
vancing cooperation in the develop-
ment of clean energy technologies. 
Future Energy will be the theme 
of the Astana EXPO 2017, which 
is scheduled to begin in June. The 
UAE believes the EXPO 2017 in 
Astana will mark a milestone in the 
development of clean and renew-
able energy and is very pleased to 
have the largest pavilion at the ex-
hibition, spread over 980 square 
meters and featuring a presence 
from major UAE organisations.

Kazakhstan’s participation in the 
World EXPO in Dubai in 2020 is 
also an important manifestation of 

the strength of our relationship. I 
would like to extend my sincere ap-
preciation to Kazakhstan for being 
one of the first countries to official-
ly announce its participation, and I 
look forward to welcoming Kazakh 
visitors to the first World EXPO in 
the Middle East in 2020. Our EXPO 
teams are working closely together 
to share expertise and assist each 
other, and formalised their coop-
eration earlier this year through a 
memorandum of understanding.

Economic ties are a core area of 
focus in our bilateral relations. With 
a non-oil volume of trade of close 
to $250 million in 2016, the UAE is 
Kazakhstan’s largest Arab trade part-
ner. Over the last decade, the UAE 
has made substantial investments 
exceeding $2 billion in a wide array 
of economic sectors in Kazakhstan. 
These include establishing the Al 
Falah Fund in Kazakhstan, which 
helps finance projects in strategic 
areas, such as oil and gas, and food 
security. Currently, there are ap-
proximately 200 Emirati companies 
operating in Kazakhstan, including 
Al Hilal, an Abu Dhabi-based bank, 

which established the first Islamic 
bank in Kazakhstan and Al Dar, a 
leading UAE real estate developer, 
which is building the Abu Dhabi 
Plaza in Astana.

UAE companies remain interest-
ed in investing in Kazakhstan and 
in order to facilitate these invest-
ments, we have agreed to make pro-
gress on several important bilateral 

agreements, which will be signed 
during my visit. These include an 
agreement on the establishment of 

a Kazakh-Emirati Business Coun-
cil and an agreement related to the 
establishment by Mubadala and 
the Kazakh Government of a petro-
chemical complex in Kazakhstan.

The UAE also looks to Kazakh-
stan as a friend on the international 
stage, where we are like-minded 
partners on pressing global and re-
gional issues, including non-prolif-
eration and the urgent need to fight 
extremism. Over the last years, the 
UAE has supported a number of 
Kazakh initiatives, including the 
establishment of the Islamic Organ-
isation for Food Security in Astana 
and the establishment of the first-
ever Low-Enriched Uranium Bank 
in Kazakhstan. We have also sup-
ported Kazakhstan’s successful bid 
for a non-permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council in 2017–18, and 
we look forward to working with 
Kazakhstan during its term on the 
UN Security Council to advance is-
sues related to peace and security.

Furthermore, both our countries 
focus on investing in human capital 
and in a foreign policy that strongly 
emphasises soft power. There are 

strong cultural and people-to-people 
links between the UAE and Ka-
zakhstan, which were reaffirmed by 
the recent signing of an agreement 
between the Emirates Diplomatic 
Academy and the Kazakh Academy 
of Public Administration. I trust that 
our increased dialogue on education, 
training and research will help us 
strengthen our important relation-
ship in a constructive way. I am also 
confident that our countries will con-
tinue to expand their ties in a wide 
array of sectors in the years to come.

On the occasion of my visit to 
Kazakhstan, I reaffirm the com-
mitment of the UAE to continue 
strengthening our relationship, and 
I look forward to working with 
our Kazakh partners to deepen the 
bonds between our people and cre-
ate new opportunities for the fu-
ture. I believe it is in the mutual in-
terest of both countries to continue 
to strengthen these ties.

The author is the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation of the United 
Arab Emirates.

New Astana-Delhi flight will assist Astana’s 
development as transit hub in centre of Eurasia

By Bulat Sarsenbayev

I am very glad to note that we 
managed to agree on opening a 
direct flight between the capitals 
of our two countries during the 
significant year of celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of Kazakh-Indian diplomatic 
relations.

Starting July 2, Air Astana will 
operate a direct Astana-Delhi flight 
three times a week to complement 
the already existing Almaty-Delhi 
daily flights. The activities estab-
lishing the flight were carried out in 
accordance with the Plan of the Na-
tion – 100 Concrete Steps to imple-
ment the Five Institutional Reforms 
proposed by Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. In particu-
lar, it will help develop Air Astana 
into a major international operator; 
turn Astana into Eurasia’s business, 
cultural and scientific centre; attract 
researchers, students, businessper-
sons and tourists from all over the 
region and provide international 
transport accessibility to the finan-
cial centre of Astana.

Relations between our countries 
and people are rooted in ancient 
times when migration took place 
from Eurasia to South Asia. This 
period is linked to the Indian ruler 
Kanishka, known in Kazakhstan’s 
history as Khan Yerke, and to the 
Scythians (Saks), who were known 
in India as Saka people. In the mid-
dle ages, our people and cultures 
were linked during the times of such 
historic personalities as Qutubuddin 
Aibak, Ghiyas-ud-din Balban, Amir 
Timur, Babur and Muhammed 
Haider Dughlat. In modern times, 
even before Kazakhstan attained in-
dependence, the links between our 
countries were manifested through 
the love of Kazakh people for In-
dian culture and through the visit of 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gan-
dhi to Kazakhstan in 1955.

Twenty-five years is a very 
small period considering the cen-

turies-old history of our relations. 
However, representatives of both 
countries generally agree that over 
these 25 years, our ties of friendly 
and mutually beneficial coopera-
tion have stood the test of time 
and our people have retained their 
warm relations.

India was the first country Presi-
dent Nazarbayev visited outside 
the post-Soviet area. He always 
maintained the path of practical 
improvement of mutually benefi-
cial ties. He has visited India sev-
eral times since Kazakhstan gained 
independence (in 1992, 1996, 2002 
and 2009). Furthermore, the estab-
lishment of a strategic partnership 
was announced during his January 
2009 visit as chief guest at the Re-
public Day celebrations. This also 
showed the sincerity of the two 
nations and people to strengthen 
partnership and open new coopera-
tion vistas.

The fact that there are no prob-
lems in bilateral or multilateral 
cooperation between our countries 
is a matter of special pride and a 
great achievement. Effective po-
litical cooperation between our 
countries has been ensured due 
to the similarity of our positions 
on basic international issues. The 
leaders of the two countries make 
use of all the opportunities and 
multilateral platforms to exchange 
views on global and regional pro-
cesses and develop cooperation. 
Undoubtedly, the foreign minis-
tries of the two countries and their 
leadership are playing a major co-
ordinating role in this multifaceted 

cooperation between Kazakhstan 
and India.

Such a high level of political 
cooperation is also a good base 
for developing mutually-benefi-
cial trade and economic relations. 
Right now, Kazakhstan is India’s 
main trading partner in Central 
Asia and the second largest partner 
in the entire post-Soviet region. 
Despite that, the trade and eco-
nomic cooperation does not match 
the potential and the capabilities of 
our countries.

It is my considered view that 
thanks to the political will, desire 
and clear understanding of the 
importance of developing coop-
eration between Kazakhstan and 
India as not only major countries 
but also leaders in their regions, 
the leadership of both countries 
wishes to do its best to strengthen 
friendship and stable partnership 
in all areas of cooperation.

When appointing me as Ambas-
sador to India in November 2014, 
President Nazarbayev assigned me 
with a number of specific tasks 
for expanding partnership rela-
tions between our countries. I was 
tasked to strengthen strategic co-
operation, take trade and economic 
relations to new heights and or-
ganise the Indian Prime Minister’s 
visit to Kazakhstan for setting new 
aims to be achieved by our coun-
tries in the near future.

Over the last two-and-a-half 
years, the Kazakh Embassy in India 
has tried to do its best to achieve 
the tasks assigned by the President. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited Kazakhstan in July 2015, 
which made it possible to sign a 
number of important agreements. 
An investment roadmap that in-
cluded 26 business projects was 
adopted and a contract for the sup-
ply of 5,000 tonnes of uranium 
to India was signed, as well as an 
agreement on defence and military-
technical cooperation, etc.

Our strategic partnership has 
acquired a clearer shape. Kazakh-
stan’s intention to support India’s 

candidature for permanent mem-
bership on the UN Security Coun-
cil is a testimony to the strong po-
litical ties between our countries. 
This was included in the joint 

statement at the end of President 
Nazarbayev’s 2002 visit to India. 
Of equal significance is India’s 
support for Kazakhstan’s mem-
bership on the UN Security Coun-
cil for 2017-18, which was also 

included in the Tez Kadam joint 
statement during Prime Minister 
Modi’s visit to Kazakhstan in July 
2015.

Another confirmation of strong 

partnership is India’s serious ap-
proach to its participation in the 
EXPO 2017 international special-
ised exhibition. Despite the fact 
that India is not a member of the 
International Bureau of Expositions 

(BIE), it not only decided to take 
part in the expo because of the level 
of cooperation between our coun-
tries, but also made a request for a 
pavilion with the largest space.

Two of Kazakhstan’s honorary 
consulates have been opened: in 
Mumbai (for Maharashtra) in 2015 
and in Chennai (for Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Kerala) in 2017.

Over the past two years, the flow 
of Indian citizens to Kazakhstan 
has more than doubled from 5,000 
to nearly 11,000 people. During 
the same period, the number of 
visitors from Kazakhstan to In-
dia increased almost threefold to 
18,000 in 2016.

I am confident that the direct flight 
between the capitals along with the 
already successfully functioning 
Almaty-Delhi flight will contribute 
significantly to the implementation 
of President Nazarbayev’s vision, 
including increasing the number of 
foreign visitors to EXPO 2017 and 
making fuller use of the economic 
and investment potential of busi-
ness representatives and tourists 
from India.

The author is Kazakhstan’s 
Ambassador to India.

Investments in Kazakhstan are welcome
By Maxat Kabashev

What makes a country attractive 
for investments? A transparent 
legislation, a clear and an effective 
taxation and customs regulation 
system, developed infrastructure 
and high quality human resources. 
Kazakhstan is ready to offer all of 
these to its partners now.  

Attracting foreign capital be-
longs to the strategic objectives 
of the development of the Ka-
zakh economy. Foreign direct 
investments that provide access 
to financial resources, modern 
technologies, management skills, 

innovative goods and services and 
directly boost the competitiveness 
of domestic economy, its sustain-
able growth and contribute to im-
proving living standards of citi-
zens are essential in this process. 

In this regard, creating favourable 
conditions for increasing an inflow 
of funds from foreign investors is 
one of the priority guidelines of 
state economic policy.   

Today, comprehensive work is 
carried out in the country to im-
plement the instruction of Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev for 
creating a more favourable in-
vestment climate in Kazakhstan 
and for achieving the developed 
economy status. 

For example, in 2016 Kazakh-
stan moved up from rank 41 to 
rank 35 in the World Bank’s Doing 
Business rating. According to the 
National Bank of Kazakhstan, the 

gross inflow of foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) amounted to more 
than $20 billion and increased by 
40 percent compared to 2015.

Kazakh Invest acts as a com-
mon negotiator from the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan by ensuring 
full support for investors under “a 
one window” principle. The board 
of directors includes heads of rel-
evant ministries and authoritative 
foreign consultants. It is led by the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. This suggests that at-
tracting and supporting investors 
is a top priority for Kazakhstan.  

Together with the World Bank, 
a National Investment Strategy 

is being developed. It will give a 
comprehensive vision and define 
clear coordination mechanisms for 
all state bodies and national com-
panies, sequence and an algorithm 
of their interaction, target sources 
of investments and measures to 
further improve the investment 
climate in our country. Investing 
in Kazakhstan is easy and profit-
able.

The main functional duty of Ka-
zakh Invest is to provide full sup-
port for foreign investors – from 
the development of idea to the 
commencement of production in 
Kazakhstan and the subsequent 
export. In other words, invest-

ment project support is not limited 
to consulting activities only, but 
extends up to the release and dis-
patch of products to consumers. 
Such a comprehensive approach 
allows us to work with each of 
our partners more efficiently and 
rationally, establishing productive 
cooperation.

We are open for constructive 
dialogue and are ready to provide 
the most favourable conditions for 
your business. Your success is in 
our interests.  

The author is the Chairman of 
the Board of Kazakh Invest na-
tional company.

“India had never been a far-off country for 
the Kazakh people. Historical and geographic 
proximity gave us the opportunity to closely 
follow events in the Indian peninsula and 
democratic transformations taking place there 
found a vivid response in the hearts of the people 
of Kazakhstan.” 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, New Delhi, February 1992
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Eurasian Media Forum to debate global 
interaction patterns, security strategy, 
focus on country branding

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – How should coun-
tries operate in an era of grow-
ing multipolarity? Is there any 
chance of eradicating terrorism? 
What contributes to strengthen-
ing the role of Asia? What is the 
secret of the Asian economic 
miracle? Is it possible to discon-
nect from the information flow? 
What does life look like in the 
simplified world?

These and many other ques-
tions will be dealt with as in-
fluential leaders and pundits, 
open and earnest discussions and 
fascinating talks are expected at 
the 14th Eurasian Media Forum 
(EAMF) this month.

“We support the energy of the 
future initiative and try to get 
more media coverage on this 
topic. The programme includes 
the most relevant events that 
have taken place worldwide over 
the past period,” EAMF General 
Director Ruslan Zhemkov told 
The Astana Times.

This year, the forum will take 
place June 22–24 at the EXPO 
area. More than 600 delegates 
from 60 countries, including 
significant figures in the global 
media space, opinion leaders and 
recognised professionals in dif-
ferent fields, are expected to at-
tend the event.

Eight panel sessions are sched-

uled featuring approximately 
50-55 foreign speakers. A series 
of thematic master classes from 
world media experts and a round-
table dedicated to the upcoming 
meeting of the International Fo-
rum of Sovereign Wealth Funds 
(IFSWF) will be held.

“Delegates will discuss the 
scenarios of the global interac-
tion and transformation of the 
world map. They will have a 
chance to speak about the con-
cept of a green economy, eco-
nomic topics and topics on new 
frontiers in information. There 
are also interesting topics about 
the digital revolution, the con-
cept of digital reform, safety 
strategy and blockchain as a new 
algorithm of technological capa-
bilities and solutions,” he added.

This year, the list of speakers 
includes former European com-
mission president José Manuel 
Barroso, Lee Kuan Yew School 
of Public Policy senior research 

fellow Parag Khanna, 11th Presi-
dent of Turkey Mr.Abdullah Gul, 
director of Energy ConsenSys 
Tyler Smith, former U.S. Am-
bassador to the U.N. and former 
Energy Secretary Bill Richard-
son, Skolkovo Foundation Presi-
dent Viktor Vekselberg, New-
seum Vice Chair Shelby Coffey 
and others.

“One of the most urgent top-
ics, the Syrian issue, is on the 
agenda. We want to stress in 
every possible way that the Syr-
ian issue is a crisis and there are 
political processes in conflict 
resolution. We should note the 
role of President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev in bringing the conflict-
ing sides to settle this conflict. 
Astana has become a platform 
for peaceful concepts. States 
should unite in the fight against 
terrorism and put an end to the 
war. All the topics are united by 
one general idea of a ‘win-win 
scenario,’” said Zhemkov.

The organisers will try to ob-
serve recent trends and the needs 
of the audience and the format 
will be one that is convenient 
for participants and attendees, 
including the configuration, cof-
fee zone, networking areas and 
rooms for business meetings.

“We use the latest technology 
and standard instruments. We 
want to become a base for train-
ing and development of our me-
dia representatives. Our platform 

provides exclusive news and 
statements from various repre-
sentatives of the expert commu-
nity and politicians. A creative 
synergy is of great importance 
for us. A vibrant business atmos-
phere is combined with cultural 
activities, media attention and 
entertainment business at the 
event,” he said.

The organising committee is 
to launch a mobile studio, which 
all local and international media 
can pre-book to record their in-
terviews.

“As a foundation, our priority 
is to promote the country and its 
achievements. We have all the 
preconditions for this, starting 
from the platform itself, which 
forms an open dialogue, ending 
with the geopolitical position 
and the development strategy 
of the country. Our platform de-
termines a certain public mood 
and creates an opinion on differ-
ent issues. We are some kind of 
trendsetters in certain areas. We 
are open to new initiatives,” he 
said.

In its 15 years of existence, the 
EAMF has become an authori-
tative dialogue platform in the 
Eurasian space. More than 6,000 
foreign participants and 1,500 
representatives of foreign me-
dia have visited Kazakhstan as 
part of the forum throughout the 
years of its activities.

Kazakhstan exceeds expectations, says Dominican FM
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – In an exclusive in-
terview with The Astana Times 
following his June 5-6 visit to 
Kazakhstan, Dominican Republic 
Foreign Minister Miguel Vargas 
said he saw many opportunities for 
cooperation, particularly in human 
resources, education and business.

“You have great universities 
here. But mainly our cooperation 
focuses on trade and commerce. 
We will also look for ways to facil-
itate business processes between 
the businesspeople from Kazakh-
stan and the Dominican Republic,” 
he said.

Though bilateral trade numbers 
are lower than with some other 
trading partners, trade numbers 
increased significantly in the last 
few years. According to the sta-
tistics provided by Kazakh Cus-
toms, trade last year reached a 

record $890,300, which is up from 
$659,100 in 2014. The main goods 
of trade were medical equipment, 
medicine and cigars from the Do-
minican Republic and chemicals 
from Kazakhstan.

During the visit, Vargas met with 
Kazakh Foreign Minister Kairat 

Abdrakhmanov and the two signed 
a political declaration. It also 
touched upon cooperation regard-
ing EXPO 2017 and in internation-
al organisations. And they have 
agreed to facilitate the visa regime 
further and to explore possibilities 
for improving air links.

“Presently Kazakh nationals 
can enter the Dominican Republic 
without a visa by purchasing a $10 
card upon arrival,” Vargas told The 
Astana Times. “After formalising 
the new visa regime agreement, 
Dominicans will also be able to 
travel to Kazakhstan, without a 
visa. Also, the agreement will re-
lieve Kazakhs from buying the 
10-dollar card upon arrival. This 
will be signed in the next couple 
of weeks.”

With the air links, the minister 
said he wished to establish “con-
nection” hubs for Dominicans and 
Kazakhs.

“Most Kazakh nationals use 
the gateway of Moscow or Saint 
Petersburg or chartered flights 
when traveling to the Dominican 
Republic. Right now, we have 
14 flights a week from Russia to 
the Dominican Republic. We are 
looking forward to increasing the 
flights from Moscow to our coun-

try, however, we also suggested 
to formalise the air agreements 
between Kazakhstan and the Do-
minican Republic, so that the Ka-
zakh airlines would use a third 
country, like Spain for instance, 
to reach the Dominican Republic 
and also use the country as a con-
necting hub to other countries in 
the region. We would like to for-
malise this air service agreement 
between Kazakhstan and the Do-
minican Republic to facilitate the 
people-to-people contact.”

The Dominican delegation also 
focused on other areas of coopera-
tion, in particular natural resources 
and energy, the minister said.

“We signed an agreement of 
cooperation in the energy field,” 
Vargas said referring to a memo-
randum of understanding with the 
Ministry of Energy. “As a matter 
of fact, we came to Kazakhstan 
because of the expo, our participa-
tion in the exhibition was what got 

our interest in coming to Kazakh-
stan. And it shows the importance 
Kazakhstan places [on this issue], 
given the amount of energy re-
sources that you already have but 
making sure it is respectful to the 
environment and taken over to the 
50-50 programme, where renew-
able energy is used. I am very 
impressed by how Kazakhstan is 
looking forward to the future and 
we want to cooperate and learn 
from each other’s good practice.”

The minister said his personal 
impressions of the country also ex-
ceeded his expectations.

“Astana is not only a beautiful 
but a well-developed city, a city 
looking towards the future. My 
impression was highlighted by the 
hospitality of the Kazakh people 
and the host, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Kazakhstan, and 
everybody we have met during our 
visit, they all have impressed us 
even more.”

LEU Bank in focus 
at Oslo nuclear security 

conference
By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – Low Enriched Ura-
nium Bank (LEU Bank), being 
established in Kazakhstan under 
the auspices of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
was a primary topic at the June 
8-10 high-level nuclear security 
and nonproliferation conference in 
Oslo, Norway.

 “This will serve as a last-resort 
mechanism to provide confidence 
to countries that they will be able 
to obtain LEU for the manufacture 
of fuel for nuclear power plants in 
the event of an unforeseen, non-
commercial disruption to their sup-
plies. As you can imagine, this is a 
very complex project. I am grateful 
to the Government of Kazakhstan 
for hosting the LEU Bank,” IAEA 
Director General Yukiya Amano 
told a conference panel.

The Norwegian Atlantic Commit-
tee, the Norwegian Nobel Institute 
and the Nobel Peace Centre organ-
ised the conference. It was attended 
by international nuclear experts, 
international organisation heads 
and government officials, includ-
ing Amano, former Kazakh Foreign 
Minister and the incumbent Ambas-
sador of Kazakhstan to the United 
Kingdom Erlan Idrissov and Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Preparatory 
Commission of Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organisa-
tion (CTBTO) Lassina Zerbo.

Amano briefed attendees on 

IAEA activities to promote co-
operation in the peaceful use of 
atomic energy and praised Ka-
zakhstan’s contribution to nuclear 
nonproliferation as it relates to 
issues such as cyber threats, com-
puter and information security, nu-
clear technology and radioactive 
material safety.

Idrissov also briefed a confer-
ence panel on the creation and ob-
jectives of the LEU Bank and Ka-
zakhstan’s peace initiatives since 
the country gained independence.

“We are very young, we are 25 
years old. But we, at the start of 
our independence back in 1992, 
were the fourth-largest nuclear 
power in the world,” he said.

Kazakhstan voluntarily de-
stroyed the 1,400 nuclear weap-
ons it inherited from the Soviet 
Union.

“And we have destroyed other 
means of the nuclear threat, the in-
frastructure for the delivery of nu-
clear weapons, the infrastructure 
for testing nuclear weapons. Ka-
zakhstan was the first to close, at 
the end of Soviet days, the largest 
nuclear test site in the world, the 
Semipalatinsk test site, where 500 
nuclear explosions took place,” he 
said, adding the LEU Bank is an-
other example of Kazakh efforts to 
address the nuclear weapons issue.

“This is an important tool, a 
practical step in making sure that 
the world is a little bit safer in 
terms of the nuclear threat,” he 
said.

Ruslan Zhemkov

Kazakh-Georgian Presidents Discuss Bilateral Cooperation
By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and Georgian Presi-
dent Giorgi Margvelashvili dis-
cussed bilateral cooperation dur-
ing the Georgian leader’s official 
visit to Kazakhstan June 13.

Greeting Margvelashvili at the 
Akorda presidential residence, 
Nazarbayev noted that Margve-
lashvili’s visit marked the 25th an-
niversary of relations and opening 
of EXPO 2017 in Astana.

“We are grateful for your visit and 
Georgia’s participation in the exhi-
bition. Our relations have always 
been good. Since the first years of 
independence, our countries pro-
vided comprehensive assistance to 
each other. Kazakhstan is one of 
the main investors in the Georgian 
economy. I do not see any obstacles 
to further improving bilateral rela-
tions. In this regard, your visit is 
very important,” Nazarbayev said.

Margvelashvili said he had wished 
to visit Kazakhstan for a long time, 
noting the interesting dynamics of 
the country’s development.

“Now I personally see the results 
of your and Kazakhs’ efforts dur-
ing these very difficult years. The 

people of Georgia appreciate the 
support provided by Kazakhstan 
and you personally. I think Geor-
gia’s participation in EXPO 2017 
is very important. It gives us an 
opportunity to demonstrate our 
achievements in economy and sup-
port our traditional good-neighbor-
ly relations,” Margvelashvili said.

He also stressed that Georgia 
participates in economic coopera-
tion and dialogue between nations.

“I know that you are doing a 
great job in this direction. This is 
the way our countries developed 
from the moment of gaining inde-
pendence,” Margvelashvili said.

Margvelashvili thanked Naz-
arbayev for many years of support, 
as well as stressed that he has a 
pleasant impression from staying 
in Astana.

Speaking to media representa-
tives after the meeting, Naz-
arbayev noted stable relations 
between Kazakhstan and Georgia 
and that Margvelashvili’s visit is 
connected to opening of EXPO 
2017 and the ceremony of opening 
the Georgian pavilion.

The leaders discussed a wide 
range of issues, including coopera-
tion on the Chinese One Belt, One 
Road initiative.

“There is an opportunity to make 
Georgia a transit state like Ka-
zakhstan, as well as provide access 
to Europe through the Black Sea. 
In addition, there are transport cor-
ridors of gas and oil that also pass 
through Georgia. In this regard, 
we talked about the capabilities of 
the Batumi oil terminal and port, 
which belong to Kazakh compa-
nies,” Nazarbayev said.

He noted that this path would be 
beneficial for all interested coun-
tries and would increase the tran-
sit potential of Kazakhstan. Naz-
arbayev also stressed the need for 
trade cooperation.

The Kazakh President also men-
tioned humanitarian and educa-
tional cooperation.

“Our cultural and humanitar-
ian relations have always been at 
a high level. We need to continue 
this trend. We discussed the pos-
sibility of exchanging students 
between our universities so that 
young people would continue the 
traditions and develop our relations 
in the future. I believe that the visit 
of President Margvelashvili to Ka-
zakhstan will give impetus to the 
two governments’ cooperation in 
solving important issues of bilat-
eral relations,” Nazarbayev said.
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Astana Arlans revenge Brits  
for last year’s WSB defeat,  
to meet Cubans in final

CULTURE

Astana to host open air  
production of ‘Aida’ opera

PEOPLE

Some Kazakh elementary schools 
introduce chess classes

B

ASTANA OPERA
June 17 at 6 p.m. Manon, Ballet
June 22 at 7 p.m.  Kyz Zhibek, Opera
June 23 at 7 p.m. Astana Ballet EXPO GALA, Ballet 
June 21 at 7 p.m. Schubert’s masterpieces, Concert
June 25 at 10 p.m. Don Quixote, Ballet 
June 24 at 6 p.m. Piano Concert 

NATIONAL MUSEUM
June 23 at 10 a.m. Monuments of Ancient Egypt, Exhibition

EXPO 2017
June 17 at 8 p.m. Cirque du Soleil, Reflekt Show

  NURZHOL BOULEVARD
June 23-24 at 5 p.m. Spirit of Astana, 
 Ethnic Music Festival 

THINGS TO WATCH & 
PLACES TO GO

New terminal officially opened at capital’s airport

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – The new $256 mil-
lion terminal at the capital’s air-
port had an official opening May 
31 attended by President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev.

The terminal was implemented 
within the Nurly Zhol programme 
and its construction began in 2014, 
noted Astana International Airport 
Director General Radilbek Adi-
molda.

“The airport was launched in 
2004 with a throughput capacity 
of three million passengers. We ex-
ceed this figure today; there were 
3.6 million passengers last year… 

The operating terminal is 25,000 
square metres. We are putting an 
additional 47,000 square metres 
into effect. Throughput capacity 
will be increased from three million 
to 8.2 million passengers accord-
ingly. Therefore, passengers of both 
international and domestic flights 
will feel comfortable,” he said in an 
interview with journalists.

The terminal was built in line 
with modern standards and has a 
VIP area, six new airport ramps 
and an up-to-date security system. 
The upper floor includes an office 
area with laptops and Wi-Fi, six 
different seating areas and restau-
rants.

“There are even some capabili-

ties in baggage processing… A 
system reclines any suspicious 
baggage by itself and puts it in an-
other section of our terminal and 
the baggage is to be checked right 
away. A lot of attention goes to 
safety. It is a pressing issue nowa-
days,” he stressed.

In Kazakh currency, the cost of 
construction was more than 80 bil-

lion tenge and about 1,000 profes-
sionals were involved in the process.

“We are currently servicing from 
10,000-12,000 passengers per day. 
New flights are being added now 
and traffic will be growing accord-
ingly and we hope for a good fu-
ture for us,” he added.

The terminal was launched in 
test mode June 1. Five-six days 

are needed for certain procedures, 
which are a requirement by airline 
companies, and then the facility 
will be placed into operation.

Approximately 400 people, in-
cluding border and customs ser-
vice, police, airport services and 
airline personnel, will be working 
in the new terminal, reported Ten-
grinews.

“Our bridges that have two mov-
able gates are a uniqueness of the 
project. Meaning two gates will be 
used at the same time… This was a 
hard thing to do before, but servic-
ing two aircraft simultaneously is 
now possible any time,” said air-
port managing director Kuandyk 
Ryspayev, according to the news 
report.

Diverse economic 
development key to Astana 
growth, says city official
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Investments play a 
vital role in the development of 
any country. Much has been done 
to attract investors to Kazakhstan, 
but plenty of tasks are ahead. In an 
interview with The Astana Times, 
the capital’s Department for In-
vestments and Development head 
Alisher Abdykadyrov talked about 
the results and future goals in that 
direction.

The department is the division 
of the akimat (city administration) 
which manages investments, con-
cessions and activity coordination 
in the Astana – New City special 
economic zone, as well as other 
regulated types of investment ac-
tivities in all sectors of the city’s 
economy.

“The main goals of the depart-
ment are contributions to the so-
cial and economic growth of the 
capital through the development 
and implementation of strategic 
initiatives, as well as attraction, 
support and development of the 
investments in all sectors of the 
economy, including the industrial 

and innovation sector and the tour-
ism sector,” said Abdykadyrov.

The department’s main objective 
is Astana – New City, which has 
been functioning since 2002 and 
has repeatedly expanded its terri-
tory since its creation. Today, the 
total area is more than 7,600 hec-
tares, including Industrial Park No. 
1 (598.1 hectares), Industrial Park 
No. 2 (433.1 hectares) and a city 
light rail line (72.41 hectares).

“The free economic zone Astana 
– New City targets an accelerated 
development of Astana, which is 
reached by attracting investments 
and using advanced technologies 
in construction, as well as creation 
of a modern infrastructure. Also 
it aims to create highly efficient 
development, including high-tech 
and competitive production, of 
new types of products,” he added.

The zone’s main advantages are 
exemption from paying taxes and 
customs duties, infrastructure con-
struction through public funds, sin-
gle customs space, favourable geo-
graphic location, business climate 
and protection of investors’ rights, 
as well as full support of projects.

Continued on Page B8

Central Asia’s largest 
marine park opens in Astana

By Chris Stanton

ASTANA – The marine park 
opened recently in Happylon, the 
amusement park in Mega Silk 
Way centre. Residents and guests 
can now enjoy the indoor water 
park, which also intends to cre-
ate an inclusive development pro-
gramme for children with special 
needs.

Opening the largest marine park 
in Central Asia is a cultural and 
historical event and was part of 

the run-up to EXPO 2017. A gran-
diose show was prepared for 400 
children. Capital resident Lyazzat 
Bersebayeva, who attended with 
two youngsters, noted she was 
enjoying such a family entertain-
ment park for the first time. 

“We saw joy in the eyes of the 
children after the charity show. 
This is a great reward for us, be-
cause our main idea is to give chil-
dren love,” said organiser and Nur 
Otan Party Deputy Chairperson 
Vladislav Sergeev. 

The spectacular show includes 

more than 40 different elements. 
Children and adults delighted in 
the performance by four dolphins 
and three fur seals. The oldest dol-
phin, Danya, is 12 years old and 
the youngest, Deison, performs 
with his parents. 

Happylon measures 7,190 
square metres and the area of the 
marine park is more than 1,300 
square metres. The latter includes 
a huge pool for performances sur-
rounded by 400 seats, including 
special lifts for the disabled and 
other technical facilities for show 

organisations, and two additional 
pools for quarantine and animals.

The five-level purification sys-
tem minimises the chlorine in the 
water, according to the adminis-
tration. The treatment equipment 
is located under the delphinarium. 
All the necessary conditions have 
been created for the floating art-
ists. The trainers watch the ani-
mals 24 hours a day and their nec-
essary diets are kept in strict order. 
Capelin, herring and humpback 
salmon are the favourite items on 
their menu.

Young man overcomes tragedy, gets 
inspired to help people with disabilities

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – A car accident left 
19-year-old Yeldos Bayalysh-
bayev disabled years ago. He had 
a neck bone fracture, paralysis of 
limbs and a bedridden life. At least 
that was what doctors told him. 
But persistence, family support 
and care not only got Bayalysh-
bayev up on his feet again but also 
inspired others like him to do the 
same at a rehabilitation centre he 

built and has been successfully 
running.

“Motivation happens when you 
make your ideas come to life and 
it helps people, makes their life 
easier. When I see happy looks 
on their faces, this is the strongest 
motivation for me and I want to 
work even more,” Bayalyshbayev 
said in an interview for this story.

After years of daily trainings, he 
was able to sit down, then crawl 
on all fours and finally get up and 
walk small distances with help. 

Bayalyshbayev held strong and 
optimistic in spite of difficult and 
traumatic moments.

“When Yeldos sat down in a 
wheelchair, we believed we had a 
real chance he will be able to walk. 
We were convinced that exercises 
give efficient results. We took all 
seating furniture out of the living 
room and placed parallel bars and 
bolsters. We started teaching him 
to crawl but this wasn’t easy. Two 
and half hours went to make it 
from one side of a room to anoth-

er. He would start over and go on 
until late night,” Bayalyshbayev’s 
parents said in an interview on 
365info.kz.

Bayalyshbayev decided he 
wants to help others get up on their 
feet and opened a sports rehabili-
tation centre for people with dis-
abilities. Back then Akim (Mayor) 
of Taldykorgan Yermek Alpysov 
supported this idea and allotted 
more than 300 square metres of 
premises for this purpose.

Continued on Page B2
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GRISCHENKO: “The project psychologists 
will check the development of attention and 
memory, thinking and other parameters at the 
beginning, in the middle and at the end of the 
school year. They will draw conclusions based 
on the results.”

Kazakhstan improves 
on key indices of 
latest UN Human 

Development Report

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Kazakhstan im-
proved on key indices over 2015 
in latest United Nations Global, 
Regional and National Human De-
velopment report.

Compared to 2015, life ex-
pectancy increased to 69.6 years 
from 69.4 years, average years in 
education rose to 11.7 compared to 
11.4 and per capita gross national 
income reached $22,093, up from 
$20,876, according to a June 8 
press release from the UN office in 
Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan’s overall ranking as 
a high human development status 
country remained at 56.

The findings of the latest report 
were presented June 8 at Naz-
arbayev University by UN rep-
resentatives and the Istanbul Re-
gional Hub of the United Nations 
Development Programme.

“All three of these reports fo-
cus on ensuring that the benefits 
of human development are fairly 
distributed, and that no one is left 
behind. Such a focus is critically 
important, both in the world in 
general and in upper middle-in-
come countries like Kazakhstan,” 
Cihan Sultanoglu said, the June 8 
press release of the UN office in 
Kazakhstan reported.

Sultanoglu is the UN Com-

missioner-General for EXPO 
2017, Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral, UNDP Assistant Admin-
istrator and Director of the Re-
gional Bureau for Europe and the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States.

According to the report, the sig-
nificance of opportunities for the 
development of people and their 
well-being is the vital element of 
the human development concept 
and not the Gross National Prod-
uct.

Each year, UNDP experts calcu-
late the index to track and measure 
changes in the living standards be-
tween countries by comparing life 
expectancy, level of education and 
level of living.

In light of the growing impor-
tance of the human development 
concept, reports cover more areas 
of sustainability, such as inequal-
ity and empowerment in a broader 
sense.

Experts also say the Human 
Development Index indicates the 
course of political reforms and that 
it could become a tool for policy-
makers.

“In this regard, the presentation 
of the reports served as a platform 
for comprehensive discussion in 
the field of human development 
and its issues on global, regional 
and national levels,” the press re-
lease mentioned.

Some Kazakh elementary schools 
introduce chess classes

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Some students in Al-
maty, Kyzylorda and Pavlodar will 
start studying chess as a school 
subject from Sept. 1.

“Chess playing instruction will 
take one hour a week in the second 
grades of 42 schools in Almaty, 
Kyzylorda, Pavlodar and the Pav-
lodar Region. We provided text-
books and manuals in the Kazakh 
and Russian languages. The au-
thors of the books are famous Ka-
zakh chess players such as Flyura 
Khasanova and Gulmira Daule-
tova,” explained Executive Direc-
tor of the Science and Education 
Foundation Aiganym Malisheva.

According to the Kazakhstan 
Chess Federation, 1,500 students 
will begin receiving chess instruc-
tion.

The instruction is part of an ex-
periment – to see how students 
who study chess develop com-
pared to those who don’t. Schools 
participating in the project had to 
agree to teach chess to only one of 
two second grade classes, so stu-
dents can be compared at the end 
of the year.

“The project psychologists will 
check the development of atten-
tion and memory, thinking and 
other parameters at the beginning, 
in the middle and at the end of the 
school year. They will draw con-
clusions based on the results. After 

that, we will consider expanding 
chess studying to other schools 
in Kazakhstan,” said Kazakhstan 
Chess Federation Chief Executive 
Officer Irina Grischenko.

Every school participating in 
the project will receive 20 sets of 
chessboards and figures, a dem-

onstration board, a projector and a 
screen, speakers and printers. The 
36 teachers and 20 psychologists 
who will work in the pilot project 
will be trained ahead of time in Al-
maty.

Psychologists from Kyzylorda 
and Almaty will be taught by Al-
magul Ayaganova and Sholpan 
Imangaliyeva, teachers at Korkyt 
Ata Kyzylorda State University. 
They have developed tests for the 
project and will provide a method-
ology for research in schools.  Dr. 
Adil Samekin of Pavlodar State 
University will teach psycholo-
gists in Pavlodar schools.

World Chess Federation Presi-
dent Kirsan Ilyumzhinov proposed 
including the study of chess in Ka-
zakhstan’s schools last year.

“Chess has been introduced into 
school programmes in many coun-
tries of the world. Today, chess is 
played by 600 million people in 
the world. FIDE set a task to teach 
chess to 1 billion people in the 
world until 2020. We have a slo-
gan: 1 billion chess players: 1 bil-

lion smart people. I think we will 
achieve that with the help of teach-
ers and parents,” he said.

Continued from Page B1

“I took part in the Business Road 
Map 2020 programme and won a 
three million tenge (US$9,582) 
grant. We produced rehabilitation 
exercise equipment, but they are 
copies of Swedish rehab training 
equipment. All training devices 
were handmade,” Bayalyshbayev 
said.

“At our Asar Centre for people 
with special needs, we try to make 
everybody get up on their

feet and become independent. 
Thanks to special training equip-
ment that we made in three years, 
more than 280 people from the en-
tire Kazakhstan have gone through 
rehabilitation at our centre,” he 
noted.

Colossal results took place with-
in this period of time, according to 
Bayalyshbayev. Fifty-five attend-
ees stood up and began walking 
with the help of a walking frame, 

50 learned crawling, 60 to 70 peo-
ple were able to work with training 
machines on their own.

Apart from improving their 
health, many were developing 
their creative skills too.

“We began arranging perfor-
mances. While during trainings, 
we had our own team formed and 
we began performing on concerts. 
Turned out, our centre had many 
talents, someone can sing well, an-
other person composes poems and 
some can dance. We even have 
our own KVN [comedy and game 
show] team and they had already 
placed high on a regional level and 
are at a national level now,” Bay-
alyshbayev states.

He has been involved with 
swimming from early childhood. 
Bayalyshbayev was travelling to 
Lake Alakol every year after his 
trauma as he believes

the lake and its famous curative 
mud have health benefits; salty wa-

ters are good for joints and muscu-
loskeletal system recovery and wa-
ter rich with minerals has a whole 
Mendeleev periodic table in it.

“Having visited the lake I no-
ticed one can rarely meet people 
with disabilities resting on the 
shore and I fell to thinking ‘what 
is the matter?’ The issue was that 
there wasn’t an access to the shore. 
Platforms are needed for people 
on wheelchairs to get around with 
ease. Many boarding houses for 
tourists are available there but not 
one of them fits people with dis-
abilities,” Bayalyshbayev said.

He had an idea at that moment to 
make it more accessible and have 
a specialised boarding house. To 
make that happen, Bayalyshbayev 
prepared a business plan and ap-
plied for the Startup Bolashak 
contest. He landed 2nd place after 
beating thousands of other contest-
ants and made his plan come to 
life.

“Not just people with disabilities 
used this platform but also retired 
people. All were thankful,” the 
young man mentioned.

One of the biggest wins was 
a grant contract for $82,818 at 
an international contest in 2017. 
The money went to purchasing 
advanced training equipment for 
rehabilitation from Italy, Poland, 
Germany, the U.S. and China. 
This, according to the entrepre-
neur, moved the rehabilitation pro-
cess up to a new level and quality.

“My motto is one does not need 
to wait when someone will do it but 
take matters in own hands, solve 
this problem and help the gov-
ernment to contribute to society! 
Many opportunities are available 
now to realise your idea. There are 
grants, contests and so on. Only 
don’t sit still at one place or take 
pot luck especially at a young age 
but work on your goals!” Bayaly-
shbayev added.

Young man overcomes tragedy, gets 
inspired to help people with disabilities

Compared to 2015, life expectancy increased 
to 69.6 years from 69.4 years, average years 
in education rose to 11.7 compared to 11.4 
and per capita gross national income reached 
$22,093, up from $20,876, according to a 
June 8 press release from the UN office in 
Kazakhstan.
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Astana to host open air production of ‘Aida’ opera

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – Giuseppe Verdi’s 
masterpiece “Aida” will be staged 
under the open sky near the Palace 
of Peace and Harmony, Astana’s 
famous pyramid as part of the 
EXPO 2017 cultural events June 
15.

The opera will be performed by 
the Astana Opera House soloists 
with the support of the Ministry 

of Culture and Sports and Kazakh 
Auenderi Company, according to 
the theatre’s press service.

“The opera is included in the 
programme of events dedicated to 
the EXPO 2017 exhibition. Opera 
performance under the open sky is 
a new genre for local audiences as 
they used to enjoy performances at 
the theatre hall. We aim to attract 
young people and popularise high 
art by changing the location. The 
square near the Palace of Peace 

and Harmony will be transformed 
into an opera house under the open 
sky. The stage decoration was 
made according to the sketches 
of outstanding stage designer and 
contemporary director Franco Zef-
firelli,” the theatre said in a state-
ment.

Honoured Worker of Kazakh-
stan Zhupar Gabdullina will per-
form the title role of Aida and Bul-
garian tenor Kamen Chanev will 
act as Radamès. The cast also in-

cludes Bolat Yessimkhanov as the 
king of Egypt, Honoured Worker 
of Kazakhstan Dina Khamzina as 
Amneris (daughter of the phar-
aoh), People’s Artist of Armenia 
Barsegh Tumanyan as Ramfis and 
Honoured Worker of Kazakhstan 
Talgat Mussabayev as Amonasro.

The Astana Opera symphony 
orchestra will perform under the 
leadership of the Honoured Worker 
of Kazakhstan Abzal Mukhitdinov.

The “Aida” opera has gained 

worldwide fame. A spectacu-
lar and large-scale performance 
shows a human drama full of acute 
collisions with mass scenes, lavish 
processions, dances and hymns.

The composer elevated the spir-
itual beauty and passion of Aida 
and Radamès through his music. 
The opera is a hymn to human’s 
highest ideals. The love between 
main characters Aida and Radamès 
stands all the obstacles even before 
death.

The opera premiered on the 
stage of the Astana Opera Nov. 19, 
2014. Last year, it was held under 
the open sky for the first time as 
part of the Astana Day celebra-
tions.

“Kyz Zhibek,” a great op-
era project created by Yevgeny 
Brusilovsky and Gabit Musre-
pov in a modern version, is also 
scheduled as an outdoor perfor-
mance produced by the Astana 
Opera July 5.

Astana Opera House 
to stage Kazakh and world 

masterpieces in June
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The Kazakh capital 
is turning into the world’s largest 
performance venue this summer. 
During the more than 90 days of 
EXPO 2017, the city will offer 
a rich cultural and entertaining 
programme featuring local and 
foreign artists. The Astana Opera 
House and Astana Ballet Theatre 
have unveiled the upcoming per-
formance schedule.

“Abai,” the national production 
of one of the outstanding operatic 
achievements of Kazakh musical 
art created by composers Akhmet 
Zhubanov and Latif Khamidi, was 
staged June 11.

Abai was a great poet, educator 
and philosopher who will always 
remain a spiritual master of the na-
tion. The opera unveils the depth 
of experience and thoughts of this 
powerful personality.

“Abai is very important to the 
Kazakh people. He carried out a 
creative, social, political and cul-
tural mission. He always looked to 
the future, thought about the peo-
ple and was with the people,” said 
Production Director Giancarlo del 
Monaco.

“Manon,” a dramatic ballet from 
the repertoire of London’s Royal 
Opera House, will be performed 
June 17 at the capital’s opera 
house. The presentation will be 
staged with the design of the late 
renowned British choreographer 
Sir Kenneth MacMillan and to the 
music of Jules Massenet.

The ballet tells the tragic love 
story of Manon Lescaut and the 
Chevalier des Grieux, with the 

heroine facing a difficult choice be-
tween wealth and love. The pas de 
deux of the main characters is the 
dramatic centre of the narrative.

“Vechernyaya Serenada” (“A 
Night Serenade”), a concert of 
chamber and instrumental music 
dedicated to the 220th birth an-
niversary of Austrian composer 
Franz Schubert, will be held June 
21. The programme will feature 
chamber and instrumental music, 
as well as vocal works of the great 
romantic.

The Kazakh masterpiece opera 
“Kyz Zhibek” by Yevgeny Brusi-
lovsky will be staged June 22.

Astana Opera is preparing “Verdi 
reads Verdi,” a magnificent show 
with the participation of outstand-
ing Italian playwright, actor and 
filmmaker Massimiliano Finazzer 
Flory, for June 23. Flory will offer 
viewers an original interpretation 
of the key moments of Giuseppe 
Verdi’s biography. On stage, Verdi 
will speak in detail about his life 
from early childhood to excerpts 
from his will. The audience will 
learn about his relationship with 
music, composer Richard Wagner 
and librettist Arrigo Boito, listen 
to advice for young composers and 
singers and reflections on art, thea-
tre, music and culture.

A concert of Italian classics will 
be organised June 24 as part of the 
expo cultural programme with the 
participation of young Italian pia-
nist and winner of the 2016 FVG 
International Piano Competition 
Stefano Andreatta and the Astana 
Opera symphony orchestra con-
ducted by Eddi De Nadai (Italy).

The Kazakh Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports, Kazakh Auenderi 

Company and the theatre will pre-
sent Ludwig Minkus’ ballet “Don 
Quixote” staged in the open air 
by the People’s Artist of Russia 
and Astana Opera art director and 
head of the Kazakh National Acad-
emy of Choreography Altynai As-
sylmuratova. The choreographic 
masterpiece will be held June 25 
in front of the Palace of Peace and 
Harmony as part of the expo cul-
tural programme.

“Our team sets task to dance 
well everywhere, whether it’s an 
open area or a theatrical stage. 
Initially, the production involves 
changes in scenery and the use of 
various techniques possible due to 
the stage equipment in the theatre. 
Therefore, the performance will 
be adapted for presentation in the 
open air. The festive atmosphere 
of noisy Barcelona will be created 
at the foot of the palace. We also 
invite all the guests to the theatre, 
where they will be able to watch 
this temperamental, virtuosic bal-
let in full, in its entire splendour,” 
said Assylmuratova.

The magnificent scenery of fa-
mous stage designer Ezio Frigerio, 
colourful costumes of Oscar-win-
ner Frank Squarciapino and skilful 
use of 3D effects and animation of 
projection designer Sergio Metalli 
will please the capital’s residents 
and guests, note the organisers.

Astana Ballet Theatre will pre-
sent the Astana Ballet EXPO 
GALA programme June 23-24, 
including the best performances 
from the team’s repertoire created 
by domestic and foreign choreog-
raphers. The programme focuses 
on contemporary Kazakh ballet art 
and reflects modern dance trends.

Kazakh pavilion presents 
country at Cannes Film Festival

By Chris Stanton

ASTANA – Kazakhstan had a 
pavilion at the May 17-28 70th 
Cannes Film Festival for the first 
time. It represents the film indus-
try of the country on the Village 
International, one of the main 
world platforms of the film mar-
ket. The opening is a rare oppor-
tunity for domestic filmmakers, 
distributors, owners of rental stu-
dios and representatives of film 
networks to interest and attract 
new partners come to Kazakh-
stan. 

“The festivals are searching for 
new names worldwide. And how 
they will know about you, about a 
new and up and coming name, if 
you do not communicate and do 
not talk about your films and your 
vision of cinema, about the film 
language and history you want to 
portray? All this is a part of the ac-
tive work that is done in the back-
ground, not only being on the set,” 
said President of the Kazakhstan 

Academy of Cinematography Arts 
Rashid Nugmanov.

This year, 18 films took part 
from different countries in the 
main competition of the festival. 
Kazakh cinema was represented 
in the programme of short films by 
seven domestic movies made by 

young directors about life in Ka-
zakhstan.

“It is very important.  We see 
more and more of these films every 
year and want to present them here. 
We would like Kazakh films to be 
watched worldwide,” said Director 
of Kazakh pavilion Anna Kachko.

Operalia 2017 
to be held in Astana 

By Chris Stanton

ASTANA – Four Kazakh sing-
ers, including the laureate of 
many international competitions 
and well-known Astana Opera 
Theatre soloist Maria Mudryak, 
will participate in Placido Do-
mingo’s Operalia 2017, the world 
opera contest to be held in the 
capital. The 25th season of the 
event will involve 40 participants 
from 17 different countries com-
peting for the title of best opera 
singer. 

By tradition, the competition 
will take several days. The quar-
terfinal and semi-final rounds 
will be held as auditions on July 
24, 25 and 26, when the partici-
pants will perform their chosen 
arias. On July 29, 10 finalists 
will perform in a gala concert 
format under the accompani-
ment of the Astana Opera Sym-
phony Orchestra directed by 
Maestro Domingo himself. All 
stages of the competition will 

be held publicly for the view-
ers’ delight. 

“Kazakhstan met us with great 
enthusiasm. We are warmed by 
all of it. This year, we received a 
number of invitations where we 
could host the Operalia. Among 
them was an invitation from the 
Ministry of Culture and Sports 
of Kazakhstan. When we consid-
ered the invitation, we took into 
account many factors, including 
the expo and the conditions that 
are presented here. And what we 
found here is amazing. The per-
formance on the stage of your 
Astana Opera Theatre will be an 
excellent professional experience 
for young singers,” said Operalia 
Vice President Alvaro Domingo.

Residents and guests of the city 
will be able to follow the fate of 
the contestants, not only by buy-
ing a ticket, but also by watching 
the live broadcast on the coun-
try’s main TV channels. The na-
tion’s main opera house plans to 
surprise visitors with an interest-
ing programme throughout the 

international exhibition. Tickets 
for Operalia 2017 are already on 
sale at the Astana Opera ticket of-
fices. 

“There will be open air events, 
such as the ‘Kyz Zhibek’ and 
‘Aida’ operas, and the ballet ‘Don 
Quixote.’ We are going to hold 
the Astana Ball on July 1 for the 
first time. There will be a grandi-
ose event in the marble hall; there 
will be about a hundred pairs 
here. It will be like the Vienna 
Ball. Also, we plan to show an 
open air performance of Mahler’s 
8th Symphony, where more than 
a thousand people will take part. 
Astana is the epicentre of world 
culture now,” said Astana Opera 
Director Galym Akhmediyarov.

Known as the King of Opera, 
Domingo is one of the most fa-
mous tenors of all time. He has 
always taken a special interest 
in promising young singers, as 
he knows the difficulties they 
face at the beginning of their ca-
reers. The prize fund for Operalia 
stands at $180,000.
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Rehabilitation centre for people with 
disabilities opens in Karaganda region

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – A rehabilitation cen-
tre for people with disabilities was 
opened in Karkaralinsk, a town in the 
Karaganda region. The centre was de-
signed and built in consultation with 
those who will use the facility and in 
line with international standards.

“Inpatient social and medical care 
is as close to home conditions as 
possible … Creation of comfortable 
conditions for people with disabili-
ties is a priority in the social policy 
of the state in accordance with the 
law on ratification of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disa-
bilities,” said Deputy Akim (Gover-
nor) of the Karaganda region Zhan-
dos Abishev, Kazinform reports.

The three-story building of the 
centre, which can treat up to 64 
patients, was using daily consulta-
tions with people with disabilities 
who came to the construction site 
to consult with builders.

The project cost 703 million 
tenge (US$2.2 million), including 
the repair and purchase of medi-

cal equipment. At that, 447 million 
tenge (US$1.4 million) was allo-
cated from the state budget for the 
construction. The remaining 225 
million tenge (US$717,000) was 
given by a sponsor.

For visually impaired people, in-
formation is presented in Braille. The 
facility also includes two hairdressing 

salons, a room for social and domes-
tic rehabilitation, a kitchen where 
people with disabilities can cook their 
own meals if they wish. In the medi-
cal building, there are double and sin-
gle rooms. There is a separate block 
with beds for spinal patients. There 
are offices of traumatologist-orthope-
dist, rehabilitologist, neurologist and 
surgeons on the first floor.

“The institution is ready to pro-
vide services to more than 500 
persons with disabilities per year. 
In total, nearly 16,000 people with 
disabilities live in the Karaganda 
region. The rehabilitation period 
lasts two-six weeks,” said Maxim 
Galiullin, acting head of the depart-
ment for coordination of employ-
ment and social programmes of the 
region.

Kazakhs increasingly buying more euros
Staff Report

ASTANA – The demand for euros 
has been growing in the exchange 
offices since the beginning of the 
year. Approximately 400 million 
euro (US$449 million) were sold, 
increasing 70.4 percent. Almaty and 
Astana are leading in buying euros.

Astana and Almaty residents 
purchased 61.6 percent euro in 
April. The U.S. dollar losses its 
own positions as its sales fell 25.6 
percent. The country’s exchange 
offices sold about $3 billion in four 
months. Demand for the Russian 
ruble fell 4 percent as well.

The foreign currency sale in April 
decreased in the exchange offices 
as the sale of dollars fell 25.6 per-
cent (US$562.5 million), euro 0.5 
percent (106.8 million euro) and 
Rubles sales decreased 4 percent 
(11.4 billion Rubles) this month.

Kazakhstan citizens have bought 
386.2 million euro (US$434 mil-
lion) for four months since the be-
ginning of the year, which is 70.4 
percent more than a year ago. At 
that, 44.8 billion Rubles were sold, 
which is 5.3 percent more than in 
Jan-April 2016. Also $2.7 billion 
was bought, which is only 0.7 per-
cent more than during the first four 
months of 2016.

Residents of Almaty bought 
most of all dollars in April ($276.5 
million, 24.1 percent less than 
in the previous month, and 8.5 
percent more compared to April 
2016). The exchange offices of 
Astana are second sellers of dol-
lars and sold $67.3 million, which 
is 22.2 percent less than in March 
and 24.3 percent less than in April 
last year. Actually, the two mega-
lopolises purchased 61.1 percent 
of all dollars, sold by exchange 
services of Kazakhstan.

South Kazakhstan came in third 
place with $38.5 million sold, 
which is 6.8 percent of the coun-
try’s sales. The decline for the 

month is 38.9 percent, but the 
number increased 51.2 percent in 
comparison with April 2016.

Astana and Almaty are also lead-
ing in sales of euro. Approximate-
ly 61.6 percent of the state’s sales 
was made in these cities in April. 
Almaty residents bought 9.4 per-
cent less than in March and 47.1 
percent more than in April 2016. 
Astana residents bought 21.7 mil-
lion euro (US$24.4 million) and 
the growth reached 16.4 percent 
in April and 97 percent year-on-
year. Inhabitants of the South Ka-
zakhstan region bought 7.5 million 
euro (US$8.4 million), which is 
7.1 percent of the country’s sales.

New road emergency response 
system expected to save 

hundreds of lives per year
By Zhaniya Urankayeva

ASTANA – The government will 
adopt by the end of 2018 a notifica-
tion system to emergency services 
for road accidents that is expected to 
reduce emergency response times by 
30 to 40 percent and save hundreds 
of lives per year, Minister of De-
fence and Aerospace Industry Beibut 
Atamkulov said during a June 7 gov-
ernment hour in the Mazhilis (lower 
chamber of Parliament).

The system will be used to call 
emergency response services, mon-
itor vehicles on the road and fore-
cast emergency situations.

“Thanks to this system, relief aid 
will be delivered over a period of 
the so called ‘golden hour,’ this will 
allow to reduce mortality on roads 
to a significant degree. The system 
functions in pilot mode now from 
Jan. 1 of this year, as foreseen by 

Kazakhstan’s obligation within the 
Customs Union. The works on this 
continue and will be completed 
next year,” Atamkulov said, add-
ing that 50 percent of all this occur 
because emergency services did not 
respond in time.

The system will involve a signal 
for assistance that will pass to a data 
processing centre, which will deter-
mine the coordinates of a road ac-
cident and which cars are involved.

The signal will pass from the 
centre to an operator who in real-
time mode will contact the person 
sending out the call for help to clar-
ify whether medical aid is needed, 
the number of victims and that in-
formation is passed to emergency 
agencies.

A programme of support was 
developed for the system’s data 
centre in all 14 regional emergency 
departments with system operators 
and automation.

KIOGE turns 25, looks to further successes
By Dana Alibekova

ALMATY – The Kazakhstan 
International Oil & Gas Exhibi-
tion and Conference – KIOGE 
– is celebrating its 25th anni-
versary this year. Since its first 
edition, it has been attended by 
heads of government and minis-
ters from various countries. In its 
initial years, the exhibition was 
opened personally by the Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev.

In fact, KIOGE was the first 
international industry event in 
Kazakhstan. Participants over the 
years have included leading glob-
al giants such as Chevron, BG, 
Shell, NCOC, KPO, ExxonMo-
bil, Total, Tengizchevroil, Lukoil, 
Statoil, OMV, Gazprom and, of 
course, KazMunayGas National 
Company. Many participants have 

remained faithful to the project 
for many years and are ready to 
present their stands at the 25th an-
niversary edition, takes place Oct. 
4-6 in Almaty.

Since its creation, the KIOGE 

exhibition and conference has re-
ceived support from the Ministry 
of Energy of Kazakhstan, the city 
administration of Almaty, Kaz-
MunayGas, the Union of Service 
Companies of Kazakhstan, and 

diplomatic missions from partici-
pating countries.

The business programme of the 
conference will include a two-day 
event full of sessions, round tables, 
and official document signing cer-
emonies.

The conference’s plenary ses-
sion will be dedicated to review-
ing the formation of Kazakhstan’s 
oil and gas industry and assessing 
its current state, while experts will 
share their vision for the future of 
hydrocarbons. The conference will 
continue with meetings on more 
specific topics, for participants to 
discuss exploration and produc-
tion issues in terms of technologi-
cal innovations and their economic 
impact. The issue of oil and gas 
transportation as a dynamically de-
veloping industry with great pros-
pects will also be touched upon.

The conference programme 
provides for a special anniversary 

session: National Treasure: Ka-
zakhstan’s Oil and Gas Industry 
in Faces. The successful develop-
ment of the hydrocarbon sphere 
was achieved by professionals at 
all levels, from the senior politi-
cians to local producers. Due to 
the authority and purposeful de-
cisions of many local community 
leaders, the industry received for-
eign investments and opportunities 
to develop Kazakh companies and 
staff. The session will serve as a 
platform to meet industry legends, 
who will talk about how independ-
ent Kazakhstan’s oil and gas in-
dustry was created.

Special events for exhibitors and 
visitors will be put on in the pavilions 
– presentations and media events by 
KIOGE partners and exhibitors. The 
Children Draw the World display 
has been organised in collaboration 
with the Kazakh National Federa-
tion of UNESCO Clubs.

The exhibition sectors will re-
main consistent, covering more 
than 10 industry sectors from geol-
ogy and exploration to processing 
and consulting services.

The anniversary edition of KI-
OGE will have a celebratory at-
mosphere, whilst remaining a 
universal industry platform for 
customers and service providers 
for Kazakhstan’s main industry to 
meet.

The KIOGE Conference 2017 
will take place Oct. 4-5 at the In-
tercontinental Almaty Hotel, while 
the exhibition will take place, as 
per tradition, at the Atakent Ka-
zakhstan Business Cooperation 
Centre Oct. 4-6.

KIOGE 2017 is organised by 
Kazakhstan exhibition company 
Iteca and its international partners: 
ITE Group (the U.K., Germany, 
China, Russia, Turkey, the UAE 
and Malaysia).

Building world without violence to be key focus of 6th 
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Religious leaders 
for a safe world will be the key 
topic at the 6th Congress of Lead-
ers of World and Traditional Reli-
gions Oct. 10-11, 2018.

“This theme symbolises the 
commitment of religious leaders 
to a safe, conflict-free world where 
harmony, justice and compassion 
reign. There is a need to prompt 
societies and countries to take a 
more decisive part in building a 
world without war and violence 
and safe for all people,” said Ka-
zakh Vice-Minister for Religious 
Affairs and Civil Society Berik 
Aryn in an interview for this story.

The list of panel session themes 
includes President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev’s manifesto “The World. 
The 21st Century” as a concept 
of global security and religions in 
changing geopolitics; new oppor-
tunities for the consolidation of 
humanity, religion and globalisa-
tion; challenges and answers for 

religious leaders and politicians 
and overcoming extremism and 
terrorism.

“Our country has supported 
international efforts aimed at 
strengthening peace and security, 
promoting interreligious dialogue 
and harmony and fighting against 
religious extremism and terrorism 
in all their forms and manifesta-
tions from the first days of its in-
dependence. Counteraction to 
present-day threats and challenges 
requires the joint efforts of leaders 
of world and traditional religions,” 
he said.

Aryn noted the role of the Secre-
tariat of the Congress of Leaders of 
World and Traditional Religions. 
Its 16th session took place May 
18 in the Kazakh capital and rep-
resentatives of Islam, Christianity, 
Judaism, Buddhism, Taoism, Shin-
to and Hinduism, leaders of inter-
national organisations and guests 
participated in the meeting. The 
delegates agreed and approved the 
agendas of the third meeting of the 
Council of Religious Leaders and 
the sixth congress.

Initially, the secretariat was cre-
ated to effectively organise the 
work of the participants of the 
interreligious summit, develop 
conceptual documents and mate-
rials for the global agenda of the 
next congress and seek solutions 
for security issues of societies and 
states.

“The secretariat has become an 
authoritative institution of the con-
gress with prospects for the growth 
and development of this unique 
global interreligious dialogue plat-
form. The core values of the secre-

tariat – tolerance, respect for each 
other’s interests and opinions, mu-
tual understanding and interested 
and voluntary agreement to im-
plement the agreements reached – 
have contributed to the productive 
activities of the congress over 14 
years,” said Aryn.

A great deal of work must be 
done to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the sixth congress 
and strengthen its status in the 
global world.

Kazakhstan’s priorities on the 
UN Security Council were also 
presented as part of the event. The 
protocol of the 16th secretariat, 
providing the conceptual and sub-
stantive basis for the upcoming 
sixth Congress, was adopted. All 
the issues on the agenda have been 
considered and discussed and the 
relevant decisions taken were in-
cluded in the protocol.

“The large-scale preparation 
for the interreligious summit has 
been planned, including the de-
velopment of the sixth congress’ 
concept. The key provisions of 

the declaration are currently under 
consideration,” he said.

Aryn also spoke about the plan 
to adopt the Concept of State Pol-
icy in the Religious Sphere up to 
2020, an important strategic docu-
ment for the nation.

“It provides approaches on im-
proving state-confessional and in-
ter-confessional relations, strength-
ening the secular foundations of 
the state and preventing the use of 
religion for destructive purposes. 
The document is based on an analy-
sis of the main trends and features 
in the religious sphere and defines 
the strategic goals and main direc-
tions of state policy in the religious 
sphere. It has been developed as 
part of the Kazakhstan 2050 strat-
egy and ‘Course towards the future: 
modernisation of Kazakhstan’s 
identity’ policy set by President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev,” he added.

The draft of the document has 
been widely publicised and coordi-
nated by state bodies, after which it 
was approved by the government.

“The concept is aimed at the 

need to create a new model for 
the unity and consent of citizens 
regardless of their religion and 
ethnicity, whose consciousness is 
a complex palette from deep be-
lievers to atheists. Accounting for 
this factor is certainly an important 
condition for the effectiveness of 
public policy,” he said.

The state policy concept is the 
basis for further developing policy 
in the religious sphere to improve 
the system of normative legal acts 
and socio-economic, political and 
administrative measures and regu-
late the religious sphere.

“The religious vector has always 
been and remains one of the most 
important priorities of Kazakh-
stan’s domestic policy. Ensuring 
peace and security, strengthening 
the political stability of secular so-
ciety, the social well-being of the 
citizens and countering religious 
extremism and terrorism are sim-
ple but urgent tasks in the religious 
sphere,” he said.

Berik Aryn
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Expert presents book about Central Asian militants in Syria
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – “Between ISIL and 
Al-Qaeda: Central Asian militants 
in the Syrian war,” written by Ka-
zakh political scientist Yerlan Ka-
rin, was presented May 30 in Al-
maty, reported Tengrinews.kz. The 
co-author of the book is American 
expert Jacob Zenn.

 “I have been studying the topic 
of terrorism since the 1990s. After 
the events of 2011 in Kazakhstan, 
this topic touched me even deeper 
and I decided to find out what was 
happening. Everyone remembers 
the sensational video about 150 of 
Kazakhstan’s citizens who left to 
fight in Syria. The video was also 

showing babies, wives and chil-
dren. It shocked even us, experts. 
… I monitored and researched the 
topic of extremism; I went right 

to the spot, to the regions of Ka-
zakhstan, as well other countries, 
including the United States and 
Turkey,” he said.

According to various sources, 
about 30,000-40,000 people from 
80 countries are at war in Syria. 
Karin came up with the idea of 
the book after visiting the United 
States, where he met Zenn, an 
analyst of African and Eurasian 
Affairs for the Jamestown Founda-
tion and consultant on countering 
violent extremism, international 
law of freedom of association and 
socio-cultural analysis for geospa-
tial visualisation.

“This book consists not of the-
ory, but of practice,” said political 
scientist Dosym Satpayev, who 
published the title and wrote the 
foreword.

“This is one of the first serious 
analytical works in our region 

which is based on strict scientific 
systematisation of the received 
data. The last decades have shown 
that in most countries of the re-
gion, there was a transformation of 
individual protest groups towards 
greater radicalisation a long time 
ago. A serious threat was repre-
sented by the fact that for a long 
time, the reasons for this radicali-
sation at the official level were 
considered to be in the external 
influence of the international ter-
rorist, while the roots of radical-
ism lay within Central Asia itself,” 
he said.

Karin also talked about the peo-
ple imprisoned for extremism, 
who can “infect [other convicts] 
with this virus,” noting he and his 

colleagues spoke five-six hours 
with each person. He added every 
issue has a downside. For some 
time, all the individuals inter-
viewed for the book were held in 
one of the country’s prisons. The 
authors observed the concentra-
tion of radicalism has increased in 
this region, since relatives came to 
visit the convicts.

The book is not Karin’s first; his 
previous title, “Soldiers of the Ca-
liphate: Myths and Reality,” was 
presented in 2014. He is a former 
head of the Kazakhstan Institute 
of Strategic Studies, the country’s 
major think tank, and is now the 
chairperson of the Kazakh Repub-
lican Television and Radio Corpo-
ration.

Kazakh high school 
students to be 

taught in English
Staff Report

The Kazakh Ministry of Edu-
cation recently approved new 
standards requiring a minimum 
of 50 to 90 minutes of home-
work, depending on a specified 
class. At the same time, assign-
ments will not be given on holi-
days, weekends and after control 
tests. First-graders will no longer 
have the assigned homework.

A portion of Kazakh high 
school students will also study 
English in the new academic year, 
Minister of Education and Sci-
ence Yerlan Sagadiyev reported.

“This year we allowed the 
pilot classes to be taught in 
English. I think, there will be 
many students as more than five 
hundred students have already 
signed up. We will conduct 
classes using the methodology 
of former Kazakh Turkish ly-
ceum since September. Their 
books will be used for transi-
tion to the English language in 
pilot mode. The transition will 
be implemented for a year with 
parental consent,” Yerlan Sa-
gadiyev said.

Nazarbayev Intellectual 
schools and Bilim Innovation 
lyceums will be encouraged to 
develop English language text-
books. Bilim Innovation is pre-
paring two pilot types of text-
books, which will be given to 
students, according to the minis-
ter. The first book is entirely in 
English and the second is mixed 
in 25 and 50 or 75 percent. The 
History of Kazakhstan, Chemis-
try, Biology, Physics and IT dis-
ciplines are going be transitioned 
into English.

Therefore, about 12,000 teach-
ers will be taught how to teach 
in English. The pilot project 
demands the figure of around 
16,500 teachers, who will teach 
four subjects in 10th and 11th 
grades. The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science planned that 
5,000 teachers will undergo 
preparations, but 12,000 have al-
ready registered for the courses. 
There are different types of train-
ing, among which the maximum 
goes up to nine months. Salary 
and payment of business trips are 
paid out during the duration of 
studies.

Kazakh banks 
launch housing 

subsidy programme
Staff Report

ASTANA – The country’s seven 
banks have begun issuing mort-
gage loans at 10 percent for resi-
dents as part of the Nurly Zher 
Housing Construction programme 
supported by the Kazakhstan 
Mortgage Company.

“Subsidising mortgage loans as 
part of the Nurly Zher programme 
provides loans at 10 percent per 
annum to purchase housing, 
while the maximum pre-subsidy 
banking rate should not exceed 
the level of the base rate of the 
National Bank of Kazakhstan by 
more than 5 percent on the day of 
making a decision on subsidies. 
Subsidy assistance will be pro-
vided for up to 10 years with 30 
percent of the initial contribution 
from the value of the property. 
There are limits on the amount 
of subsidies primarily due to the 
task of reaching the largest part 
of the population within the allo-
cated funds. The maximum sub-
sidised loan amount is 20 million 
tenge (US$63,980) in Almaty 
and Astana and 15 million tenge 
(US$47,985) in the regions,” the 
company said in a statement.

Kazakhstan Mortgage Compa-
ny Board Chair Adil Mukhamed-
zhanov said the programme is 
meant to revive the mortgage 
market.

“The bank rates for housing pur-
chase are very high, and the role of 
the government is to make mort-
gages affordable. The Kazakhstan 
Mortgage Company as a financial 
operator of the programme in-
cludes subsidising the bank rate,” 
he said.

Subsidy assistance will be ben-
eficial both for banks and for the 
population. The negotiations are 
currently underway with the coun-
try’s banks on granting subsidised 
loans as part of the initiative. The 
Kazakhstan Mortgage Company 
has reached agreements with Bank 
Centre Credit, ATF Bank, Sber-
bank, RBK Bank, Tsesnabank, 
Zhilstroysberbank and Tengri 
Bank.

“Ten billion tenge (US$32 mil-
lion) will be allocated annually 
to subsidise the rate of interest on 
mortgage loans issued by banks to 
the population. It will cover about 
8,000 loans for the amount of about 
120 billion tenge (US$383.88 mil-
lion) for real estate purchase. The 
programme will give additional 
opportunities for the development 
of housing construction in the 
country,” the company’s repre-
sentative said.

Housing authorities also plan to 
commission 190,000 square me-
tres of housing or more than 3,000 
apartments for the local executive 
bodies as part of the rental housing 
initiative.

WeAlmaty project to encourage and 
support citizens in developing city

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – The EU-funded 
WeAlmaty project aims to encour-
age and support residents to engage 
in evolving their city into a smart, 
safe, comfortable, socially-orient-
ed and economically-sustainable 
urban area, said Rowan Kennedy, 
Deputy Director, British Council 
Kazakhstan, in an interview with 
The Astana Times.

Natalya Livinskaya, Head of Ur-
ban Geography centre at Almaty 
Development Centre and Rowan 
Kennedy, Deputy Director of Brit-
ish Council Kazakhstan at April 
28 presentation of the project in 
Almaty.

The British Council, Almaty 
Akimat (city administration), Al-
maty Development Centre and Ka-
zakh-British Technical University 
launched the project in April.

“Almaty – like Kazakhstan – is 
at a key stage in its journey to de-
veloping a sustainable, equitable 
and ‘smart’ economy. The Al-
maty 2020 Strategy summarises 
the city’s ambitions to become 
a modern, international hub that 
is ‘comfortable for the life and 
work of citizens,’” said Kennedy.

 The 2020 strategy also calls 
for the highest involvement of civil 
society as a “key principle for ac-
tion – support for a ‘city of active 
citizens,’” he added. The project 

will help Almaty put the develop-
ment vision into action.

“We hope that it will strengthen 
the capacity of civil society or-
ganisations and local government 
to work together to increase citizen 
involvement in the development of 
the local economy in Almaty and 
collectively find solutions to some 
of the main challenges facing the 
city as it continues to develop. 
These can then be shared with 
other cities in Kazakhstan,” said 
Kennedy.

WeAlmaty is a three-year pro-
ject; therefore, a range of activities 
built around four main components 
will be organised from 2017-2020.

First is a dialogue platform, a se-
ries of public forums to facilitate 

conversations about urban devel-
opment among civil society, the 
private sector and local authorities. 
The second is a capacity-building 
programme.

“A capacity-building pro-
gramme is a series of workshops 
and study visits that aims to build 
the skills of representatives from 
civil society and local govern-
ment to help them engage with 
each other and also share best 
practices in collaborative urban 
development from the U.K.,” said 
Kennedy.

A challenge fund providing 
small grants to support citizen-led 
initiatives offering social and eco-
nomic benefits for Almaty is third 
on the list. Kennedy mentioned the 

grants would support projects fo-
cusing on the city’s main econom-
ic and social priorities, such as lo-
cal area regeneration and creating 
new business incubators, digital 
technologies, public performance 
spaces, creative hubs and social 
enterprises.

The final component, organ-
ised in the last year, will be a dis-
semination programme that will 
share the experience gained from 
WeAlmaty with other regions of 
Kazakhstan interested in smart 
cities development. Working in 
partnership with other organisa-
tions in Almaty will be one of the 
most important success factors for 
the project.

Almaty has a lot of creative and 
entrepreneurial talent and Kenne-
dy expressed excitement about the 
prospect of working with residents 
“to harness this talent to support 
the development of the city.”

“The WeAlmaty project in itself 
represents a unique collabora-
tion between local authorities, the 
education and research sector and 
international organisations. But 
we’re also very much looking for-
ward to working with other part-
ners in Almaty to build on some 
of the fantastic existing initiatives 
around civic engagement and lo-
cal economic development, such 
as Urban Forum Almaty, the Al-
maty Impact Hub and many, many 
more,” he noted.

International Rotary Club launches in capital

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Astana Internation-
al Rotary Club (AIRC) held its 
official charter ceremony on May 
26. The newly-formed club aims 
to serve humanity and local socie-
ty by focusing on different issues, 
including education and health. 
On that day, around two dozen 
new Rotarians made solemn vows 
to follow the organisation’s motto 
– Service Above Self.

“Taking charge of the common 
challenges we are faced with as a 
society, as humankind, is a proac-
tive and mature way of approach-
ing life. The idea that professional 
leaders and enthusiasts come to-
gether to take action on sustaina-
ble projects to improve our world 
resonates with me. With Rotary, 
I hope that the club members 

can jointly create a healthy and 
safe space where we can engage 
in addressing societal and com-
mon challenges in constructive 
and meaningful ways,” AIRC 
Secretary and member Lyazzat 
Shatayeva told The Astana Times.

“Rotary is an internationally-
acclaimed organisation aiming 
to serve the public,” she added. 
“So, I see an additional value in 
opening local Rotary clubs as a 
way of integrating with the glob-
al community through positive 
change.”

Rotary unites more than 1.2 
million individuals around the 
world and its clubs are present 
in almost every country, gather-
ing prominent members of local 
society to coordinate charitable 
and humanitarian projects. The 
organisation is also known for 
the End Polio Now campaign in 

cooperation with the Gates Foun-
dation, which with only a few 
countries remaining has almost 
eradicated the virus worldwide.

The club is not the first in the 
capital, as Astana’s Rotary Club 
launched in April 2015, and Ka-
zakhstan’s initial club opened in 
Almaty in 1995. The focus of the 
clubs can differ and change with 
time. The first club in the capital 
helped children with limited abil-
ities and foster homes, said AIRC 
President Taylan Karamanli.

“The Almaty Club did a pro-
ject to help elderly people who 
lost their houses. In Bishkek, for 
example, cows were bought in 
order to help villagers maintain 
their lives,” he noted.

Karamanli added the new club 
is planning to start scholarships 
for smart youth in the city.

“There are so many brilliant 
children who have no financial 
access to the best education. 
We can help them. We can raise 
funds. For us money is not the is-
sue, because it is not a tool for us. 
Network and heart are what we 
are willing to approach,” he said.

Since AIRC was just chartered, 
the main focus has yet to be de-
fined, said Shatayeva.

“Most of our club members are 
passionate about empowering 
young people and creating equal 
opportunities for youth from un-
derprivileged backgrounds. Thus 
we will work on creating Ro-
taract Clubs, bringing together 
people aged 18-30 to provide 
them the necessary professional 
mentorship and exchange ideas 

with them. Other than that, our 
target will be increasing our 
membership. The more people 
we can involve in our social pro-
jects, the bigger impact we can 
make. This is a very exciting un-
dertaking. Hopefully, in a year’s 
time, we can have the first results 
of our joint work,” she said.

The club is invitation-only and 
has some requirements for its 
members.

“You don’t need to be rich to be 
a Rotarian. It is about knowledge 
and experience. That’s why you 
have to be a minimum 30 years 
old with a background in some-
thing. You have to be somebody. 
We are recruiting people like us 
to attract others. Networking is 
very important for us. We have 
lawyers, doctors, businessmen 
and others,” said Karamanli.

Rotary International was 
founded more than one hundred 
years ago and currently has in ex-
cess of 500 clubs throughout the 
world.

“Rotary giving is serving hu-
manity. All of these clubs have 
different talents, because all 
members and clubs are different 
from each other. Each country 
has different issues, but the main 
problem is the same everywhere. 
It is health, education, water and 
sanitation, peace and conflict 
resolution. Rotarians are trying 
to find some ways to solve these 
problems. All of the members are 
working on it,” said district 2430 
governor Guner Inci, the largest 
district, who came to the charter 
ceremony.
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LOT Polish Airlines launches 
direct Warsaw-Astana flight

By Aigerim Seisembayeva

ASTANA – LOT Polish Airlines 
conducted its first flight from War-
saw to Astana, Poland’s first ever 
air link to Kazakhstan, and held a 
flight presentation ceremony May 
30 in Astana.

LOT’s Boeing 737-800 NG will 
operate four weekly return servic-
es. The first flight from Warsaw to 
Astana took off at 10:50 pm, and 
after five hours, having covered a 
distance of 3,500 km, landed in the 
Kazakh capital. This is the longest 
LOT’s B737 route.

“This direct flight will connect 

a country located in the centre of 
Europe with a country that is locat-
ed in the centre of Asia. I believe 
that this step will be good for ex-
panding cooperation between our 
two countries,” said LOT Polish 
Airlines Chief Executive Officer 
Rafał Milczarski at the presenta-
tion ceremony.

The flights will also provide 
increased convenience for travel 
from Kazakhstan to other Euro-
pean countries and North America. 
Astana is the seventh new destina-
tion for LOT Polish Airlines this 
year and the first in Central Asia.

“We did not have a direct link 
between Poland and Central Asia. 

Today, Kazakhstan is the most dy-
namically developing economy in 
the region. Export to the Republic 
of Kazakhstan plays an important 
role in Poland’s foreign trade, 
making it a strategic economic 
partner for Poland in Central 
Asia. The Polish-Kazakh trade is 
at a stable high level; in 2016, it 
amounted to $759.4 million. I am 
sure that thanks to direct flights 
between Warsaw and Astana, this 
figure will grow soon,” said Mil-
czarski.

He also presented free Astana-
Warsaw-Astana roundtrip tickets 
to three finalists of a ticket lottery 
sponsored by the airline.

UNESCO and ISESCO national 
commission holds annual meeting

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s na-
tional commission for the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN-
ESCO) and Islamic Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion (ISESCO), dedicated to the 
25th anniversary of the nation’s 
accession to the international or-
ganisation, met at the end of May 
at the country’s national museum.

“Kazakhstan is happy to cel-
ebrate such a great event,” said 
Kazakh Minister of Culture and 
Sports and commission chairper-
son Arystanbek Mukhamediuly. 
“The head of state, Nursultan Naz-
arbayev, repeatedly spoke with 
great initiatives at UNESCO ses-
sions that really lead to positive 
responses in the development of 
world civilisation.”

He also thanked those in Ka-
zakhstan who contributed to de-
veloping relations with UNESCO.

“I would like to express my deep 
gratitude to the people who stood 
at the origins of the formation of 
the national commission. These 
are Olzhas Suleimenov and Murat 
Auezov. The present Ambassador 

of Kazakhstan to Russia Imangali 
Tasmagambetov also made a huge 
contribution to the promotion of 
the idea of UNESCO and he was 
the initiator of magnificent events, 
which we, Kazakhstan, happily 
held,” he added.

Mukhamediuly noted that dur-
ing the 25 years of cooperation 
Kazakhstan has promoted such 
initiatives as the 2010 Year for 
Rapprochement of Cultures and 
the International Decade for Rap-
prochement of Cultures in 2013-
2022. The country is an active 
participant in the activities of UN-
ESCO’s working bodies.

“In the past year, significant 
work was carried out regarding 
ISESCO. The main event in the 
framework of our cooperation was 
holding the Asian intergovernmen-
tal forum on science, technology 
and innovation in Astana in Sep-
tember, which was organised at the 
initiative of ISESCO with the sup-
port of the Mazhilis (lower house 
of parliament) of Kazakhstan. As 
a result of the forum, the Astana 
declaration on strengthening inter-
parliamentary Islamic cooperation 
in the fields of science, technology 
and innovation was developed and 
adopted,” he said.

During the plenary part of the 
meeting, the national commission 
summed up the results of the last 
year, as well as set priority direc-
tions for 2017.

The 5,000-kilometre section of 
the Great Silk Road entered the 
UNESCO World Heritage List in 
2014.

“Next in line is the Syr Darya 
section [of the Great Silk Road] 
and it has our legendary cities of 
Otyrar, Turkestan, Syganak and 
Sauran. It should be said that it 
took nine years for the nomina-
tion, research and preparation 
of the first section. We have al-
ready acquired experience and we 
have very good experts. We work 
closely with UNESCO. I think 
that the most important thing is 
the completion of the list of UN-
ESCO. Since Kazakhstan is the 
ninth country in the world by its 
territory, we do not accidentally 
call it a huge open-air museum. 
Mangystau, Semey, Zhetysu, 
South Kazakhstan – all of them 
have outstanding monuments of 
cultural heritage,” said Doctor of 
Historical Sciences and Professor 
Karl Baipakov at the event, ac-
cording to informburo.kz.

Tourism company offers double-
decker bus sightseeing tours

Staff Report

ASTANA – The private compa-
ny Visit Astana with the support of 
the city’s akimat (administration) 
is providing city sightseeing tours 
on double-decker buses, according 
to the akimat’s press service.

The Hop-on, Hop-off double-
decker buses pass the city’s main 
attractions, including the terri-
tory of EXPO 2017. Buses are 
equipped with audio guides with 
the six available languages, in-
cluding Kazakh, Russian, English, 
Chinese, Turkish and German.

Tickets cost 3,000 tenge (US$9) 

for adults, 2,000 tenge (US$6) for 
students and pensioners, 1,000 
tenge (US$3) for children 6-14 and 
free for youngsters under five. The 
bus ticket is valid for 24 hours. 
Tourists can get off at any stop to 
walk around and get on the next 
bus. The interval between buses is 
30-35 minutes.

The starting and ending point 
of the route is a stop in front of 
the Duman entertainment centre 
along the Kurgaldzhin Highway. 
The route includes the Duman en-
tertainment centre, Khan Shatyr 
Entertainment Centre, Mangilik 
Yel Arch, Mega Silk Way Shop-
ping Mall, the National Museum 

of Kazakhstan and the Baiterek 
monument.

The project was launched last 
year.

“As the evenings are becoming 
colder, we offer plaid blankets for 
our guests. We also provide servic-
es for wedding catering. The wed-
ding tours in our buses are now 
gaining popularity. There are a lot 
of tourists and visitors from Russia 
who are interested in the city’s de-
velopment and architecture,” said 
Project Administrator Larissa Vos-
trova in an interview last year with 
The Astana Times.

Additional information is avail-
able at sightseeing-tours.kz.

Wizz Air now connects 
Budapest and Astana

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Wizz Air, the larg-
est low-cost airline in Central and 
Eastern Europe, has launched a 
new route between Budapest and 
Astana , according to the press 
service of Kazakh Ministry for In-
vestments and Development.

The flights are carried out two 
times per week on Thursdays and 
Sundays by an Airbus A320. The 
first flight on June 8 brought a 
Hungarian delegation headed by 
the country’s Minister of National 
Economy Mihaly Varga.

The opening of the new route 
is significant, particularly within 
EXPO 2017, which will contribute 
to strengthening international co-
operation, diplomatic and business 
relations between Kazakhstan and 
Hungary, according to the state-
ment.

Last November, following the 
results of negotiations between 
aviation authorities, both countries 
received the right to carry out up 
to seven flights per week along the 
Astana-Budapest route. One-way 
tickets start at 40 euros, including 
a carry-on bag. Additional bag-
gage is extra.

Officially the launch of the route 
was announced in early April.

“This became real thanks to 
many years of painstaking work 
by the governments of the two 
countries and it is timed to the 
25th anniversary of establishing 
diplomatic relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Hungary,” Nurbakh 
Rustemov, ambassador of Kazakh-
stan to Hungary said at an April 3 
press conference.

The new route is Wizz Air’s lat-
est destination network expansion, 
according to Tamara Vallois, head 

of Communications at Wizz Air 
Hungary Ltd.

“The low cost of the airline’s tick-
ets on the Astana-Budapest route 
establish a potential to encourage 
trade, business and tourism between 
the two countries. Budapest is also 
a natural connection point for Ka-
zakhstan passengers who wish to 
explore alternative destinations 
with a very low rate,” Vallois said at 
a briefing in the Central Communi-
cations Service in Astana on April 3.

She believes the opening of the 
Astana-Budapest route is signifi-
cant for Wizz Air.

“This is a debut of our airline com-
pany in Kazakhstan. This route also 
ensures the first low-cost service with 
the European Union for Kazakhstan 
by offering a total of 62 destinations 
from Budapest, which makes availa-
ble more than four million passenger 
seats in 2017,” she said.

(L-R) Johan Eidhagen, Chief Marketing Officer, Wizz Air; Mihály Varga, Hungary’s Minister of National Economy;  
and Jost Lammers, CEO, Budapest Airport during the Budapest’s first link to Kazakhstan in the Hungarian capital,  
on June 8. 
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Team Kazakhstan loses to Denmark in 
FIFA World Cup 2018 qualification

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ALMATY – Kazakhstan’s na-
tional football team lost to Den-
mark 3-1 in the qualifying match 
for the FIFA World Cup 2018. The 
match took place in Almaty, where 
the host team had not played for 
more than a year, so the game 
aroused great interest in the south-
ern capital.

Even before the beginning of 
the match, local fans understood 
it would be very difficult to beat 
Denmark, which currently features 
such star players as one of Eng-
land’s Premier League best play-
ers Christian Eriksen of Tottenham 
Hotspurs FC. As the Kazakh team 
managed surprising home draws 
last fall against higher-ranked Po-

land and Romania, however, there 
were hopes something similar 
could happen in Almaty.

It was clear from the first min-
ute that the hosts were determined 
to show their best. They kept the 
ball for long periods and the visit-
ing team’s goalkeeper on his toes. 
Azat Nurgaliyev had a good scor-
ing chance, but the midfielder shot 
at an acute angle and the ball hit 
above the net. Georgi Zhukov then 
made an inaccurate long-range 
shot.

Unfortunately, the initial domi-
nation brought no benefits to the 
Kazakhs. The situation was quite 
the opposite for Denmark, which 
got the most from the least. The 
first goal to hit the net behind 
host goalkeeper David Loria was 
scored by the visitors in the 27th 

minute, when, with a pass from 
Yussuf Poulsen, teammate Nicolai 
Jorgensen completed the attack. 
Shortly before the end of the first 
half, Team Kazakhstan was left 
short-handed when Bauyrzhan Is-
lamkhan hit William Kvist with an 
elbow in a dog-fight and saw red.

At the beginning of the second 
half, the referee awarded a penalty 
for Denmark. Eriksen, the visi-
tors’ captain, was accurate and in-
creased the difference in the score. 
While it was hard to expect a good 
result in this situation, the Kazakh 
team kept playing and in the 76th 
minute managed to win back one 
goal. Islambek Kuat went one-
on-one with the goalkeeper and 
scored, making it 2-1 and giving 
some hope that the game could be 
saved. 

Only a few minutes later, how-
ever, the Danes scored the third 
goal. Forward Kasper Dolberg 
made a well-placed shot, setting 
the final score for Denmark.

The win was the third for Den-
mark in the qualifying round. 
With 10 points, the team is now 
ranked second in Group E behind 
Poland. Team Kazakhstan, which 
suffered its fifth defeat, is on the 
bottom in sixth place, with only 
two points.

“Our guys played well and 
showed grit. As for the red card 
for our captain, it was a [regular] 
collision and I do not understand 
why the referee made such a deci-
sion. Of course, there were very 
few chances when playing in the 
minority, but our guys kept on [do-
ing their job] and I want to thank 

them for that. We still have a lot 
to do; we will have to correct our 
mistakes, but the game showed 
that our team has character and 
hence the future. I want to thank 
all the fans who came to the match 
and created an excellent atmos-
phere,” said Team Kazakhstan’s 
head coach Alexander Borodyuk 
after the match.

“The game was tough. I don’t 
know what to say and I cannot 

understand why the red card was 
shown [to Islamkhan]. The guys 
played 200 percent. After the red 
card they showed grit, but lacked 
strength. We tried our best for 
our fans. They came to support 
us and we wanted to please them. 
I think we have the desire, so we 
will achieve a positive result. 
Once again, I want to thank the 
fans who supported us,” said Lo-
ria.

Astana Arlans revenge Brits for last year’s 
WSB defeat, to meet Cubans in final

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – The Astana Arlans 
boxing team claimed a solid 7-3 
victory over the British Lionhearts 
in the semifinals of the World Se-
ries of Boxing (WSB). As the Brit-
ish team prevented the Kazakh 
boxers from reaching the finals 
last season, the Arlans were deter-
mined to take revenge against their 
opponents.

The first leg was held in the 
northern Kazakh city of Kosta-
nai and it was clear from the first 
bout the Astana team intended to 
gain an advantage before the trip 
to London. Temirtas Zhussupov 
(49 kg) overwhelmed Kieran Mc-
Donald, then Ilyas Suleimenov did 
not give his opponent Christopher 
Bourke any chance, forcing a cor-
ner retirement.

The outcome of the match was 
decided in the third bout, when 

Dilmurat Mizhitov beat Conor 
Loftus, giving the Arlans an ahead-
of-time win.

The 75 kg fourth bout brought to-
gether home team boxer Abilkhan 
Amankul against Brit Nikita Aba-
biy. Amankul, called by some spe-
cialists one of Kazakhstan’s most 
talented young boxers, had a con-
fident win over his opponent.

The hosts failed to win just one 
bout that evening, as heavyweight 
Anton Pinchuk lost to David Ki-
eran Nyika. Pinchuk was injured 
in the quarterfinals, however, and 
have not made a full recovery.

“We were pleased with the way 
our boxers fought. All bouts turned 
out to be tough, but the guys coped 
and showed grit. As for Pinchuk’s 
loss, there is nothing to blame 
him for, because despite the in-
jury he got last time, he decided 
to box and did his best to help the 
team. I’m very grateful to the fans 
who helped the Kazakh boxers 

in all bouts. We have laid a good 
groundwork and almost made it to 
the finals, but away fights are al-
ways hard, so we will get ready for 
the return match to confirm our su-
periority in London,” said Nurlan 
Akurpekov, the Arlans head coach.

Based on the first round results, 
Team Kazakhstan needed to win at 
least two of the five fights in the 
June 8 return match to go to the 
finals. The Arlans won more than 
needed, claiming a 3-2 away vic-
tory in London to secure tickets to 
the WSB finals.

Rio Olympics’ participant 
Olzhas Sattybayev (52 kg) topped 
Dean Farrell, thus scoring the first 
point for the Arlans. One of the 
club’s most experienced boxers, 
Zakir Safiullin, showed his great 
skills, knocking down New Zea-
lander Chad Milnes two times and 
forcing the home team’s boxer to 
stop the fight. In the 69kg catego-
ry, Aslanbek Shymbergenov beat 

Kumar Manoj by unanimous deci-
sion. Arman Rysbek (81 kg) lost to 
Thomas Whittaker-Hart. Thus, af-
ter two matches, the Astana Arlans 
defeated the British Lionhearts by 
a score of 7-3.

In the finals, Team Kazakhstan 
will challenge the Cuba Doma-
dores who reached by defeating 
WSB’s Colombian franchise.

The final will be the fourth for 
the Arlans in the past seven years. 
The team took silver in 2011, then 
became WSB champions in 2013 
and 2015. With two titles each, the 
Arlans and Domadores lead the 
league.

WSB is a league that sees the 

world’s best amateur boxers com-
peting in teams without headgear 
and using the scoring system of 
the International Amateur Boxing 
Association (AIBA). According to 
the WSB website, the appearance 
of the league “reunited the broader 
boxing world and its grassroots 
amateur foundation by providing 
a bridge between Olympic Box-
ing and a future professional pro-
gramme within the AIBA family.”

AIBA wholly owns WSB. All 
WSB boxers are registered with 
AIBA and all referees and officials 
working WSB matches are specifi-
cally certified for the competition. 
Franchises have a national identity 

and are formed by national federa-
tions. Teams are allowed a quota 
of overseas boxers: a maximum of 
eight and no more than three of the 
same nationality.

Teams compete in the 10 AIBA 
standard weight categories. The 
regular season takes the form of a 
league phase, with the teams fac-
ing each other home and away in 
alternating weight categories. The 
top teams continue to the playoff 
stages. Teams representing fran-
chises across the globe compete in 
a league format leading to playoffs 
and a final. The boxers compete in 
five three-minute rounds and five 
bouts per match.

Kazakh boxers win 
President’s Cup in Astana

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – The Kazakh nation-
al boxing team won the June 5-10 
Fifth International Boxing Tour-
nament for the President’s Cup of 
Kazakhstan in Astana. The event 
included teams from 10 countries, 
consisting of 31 women and 82 
men. In the women’s 51kg catego-
ry, first place went to the two-time 
world champion Nazym Kyzaibay. 
Olympic medallist Dariga Shaki-
mova in the 75kg took a win over 
strong opponent from Russia Da-
rima Sandakova.

The strongest boxer in the men’s 
49kg was Filipino Paalam Carlo. 
The champions’ titles in all other 
weight categories went to Kazakh 
boxers. Among all the finals, fans 
and pundits alike noted the inten-

sity of the bout in the 69kg catego-
ry between Sadriddin Akhmedov 
and Uzbek Bobo-Usmon Baturov, 
which was narrowly claimed by 
the host boxer.

Rio Olympics’ silver medallist 
Vasily Levit defeated his opponent 
from India Chauhan Gaurav. At 
the final awards ceremony, Team 
Kazakhstan handed the President’s 
Cup they won to Levit as recogni-
tion of his status as the national 
team’s informal leader.

“I had a good opponent in the fi-
nals. I changed my tactics a bit in 
the first round. The coaches made 
some adjustments in the second 
round. Everything turned out well. 
The main objective at this tourna-
ment for me was to gain practical 
experience. Now we will be train-
ing for the World Championship,” 
said Levit.

The AIBA World Boxing Cham-
pionships are scheduled to take 
place Aug. 25 to Sept. 3 in Ham-
burg, Germany.

“This tournament is important, 
first of all, for our boxers, who will 
be travelling to Germany. This is 
another opportunity to test their 
strength before the [bigger] tour-
nament, pay attention to their mis-
takes and try to correct them. This 
will also help gain some competi-
tive practical experience. This year 
several European countries could 
not take part in the President’s 
Cup, but those teams that came put 
up a good competition too. We saw 
representatives of various boxing 
schools such as the Philippines, 
Iran, and Uzbekistan, so all bouts 
were tense,” said Myrzagali Aitzh-
anov, head coach of Kazakhstan’s 
national boxing team.
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Fitness Park Astana opens new 
season for open-air workouts

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – It is that time of the 
year again when the residents of 
the capital can get outside and en-
joy having open-air exercises with 
fitness professionals. Fitness Park 
Astana has opened a new season 
of weekly workouts at Astana’s 
parks.

One can go for CrossFit, Bra-
zilian jiu-jitsu, Zumba, Combat 
battle or yoga sessions led by the 
best fitness instructors in the city. 
Trainings are then followed by 
cool down exercises and music.

Exercises are from 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m. every Sunday during the 
summer at Stolichniy (Capital) 
Park, Zheruyik and Studencheskiy 
parks.

“From the bottom of my heart, I 
congratulate all on the opening of 
this project. Because the projects 
that promote sports are very im-
portant. I recommend all to engage 
in sports and support its develop-
ment,” Olympic champion Dani-
yar Yeleussinov said in an earlier 
interview, according to Olympic.
kz.

Fitness Park Astana has become 
a well-loved activity for many, 
including many beginners. From 
businessmen to stay-at-home par-

ents people come to cross fit train-
ings.

“There are many new beginners 
this year. Considering cross fit is 
quite a complex type of sport ac-
tivity, people with completely dif-
ferent levels of physical training 
started coming to our trainings. 
And this is good news as striving is 
the main thing here. We are hold-
ing exercises at all three parks and 
hope it will be so every Sunday,” 
said one CrossFit coach, Total.kz 
reported.

Yeleussinov along with Olym-
pic athlete Georgiy Tsurtsumia 
thanked organisers for a great ini-
tiative and wished them good luck 

during the second season of Fit-
ness Park Astana.

The capital’s Akimat (city ad-
ministration) is an organiser while 
the National Olympic Committee 
of Kazakhstan supported the pro-
ject this year.

“I really liked open-air train-
ings. Even kids are thrilled to bits 
even though we came here early. 
You know there is some kind of a 
special energy here. We will surely 
come back next Sunday,” one of the 
mothers who came to combat-battle 
training with her children noted.

Exercising at a park is far more 
pleasant than at a gym, according 
to her.

Botanical garden to 
open in December

Staff Report

ASTANA – The construction of 
the botanic garden along Kabanbai 
Batyr Avenue will be completed in 
December, according to the city 
akimat (administration) press ser-
vice. The garden will be open to 
the public throughout the year.

“The arboretum will be spread 
over a hundred hectares on the 
left bank of the city. Visitors will 
find an indoor greenhouse, arti-
ficial pond, running and cycling 
paths there. Exotic plants and 
about 55 species of palm trees 
will appear in the greenhouse. 
Another 600 species of trees that 
never grew in Kazakhstan will 
be brought from Europe,” said 
Astana-Zelenstroi Deputy Chair-
person in charge of production 
Bibigul Bektemisova.

The administration of botanic 
garden plans to plant approximate-
ly 35,000 trees until the end of the 
year, added Bektemisova.

The botanic garden will also be-
come a scientific laboratory, where 
educational, environmental activi-
ties and experiments on the cul-
tivation and maintenance of new 

species of trees and shrubs in the 
climatic conditions of Astana will 
be held.

The energy supply of botanic 
garden greenhouse will be pro-
duced by innovative technologies 
with air humidity regulation.

Alleys, zones of water devices, 
public parking and catering facili-
ties will be provided for the con-
venience of guests. The designers 
of botanic garden wanted to make 
not just a place of demonstration 
plants and scientific works, but 
also a unique natural complex 
based on a principle of unity with 
nature. Their idea reflects the inter-
dependence of living creatures and 
the environment.

The conditions of the natural 
habitat will be recreated for plants. 
As for visitors, they will be in the 
habitat of plants that copies the 
natural environment. The forma-
tion of artificial relief will be used 
to transform inconvenient terri-
tories in all climatic zones of the 
Botanic Garden.

A working group monitored in 
February the growing and keeping 
tropical and subtropical plants in 
the climatic conditions of Kazakh-
stan in the Petropavlovsk Botani-
cal Garden . Ravil Ryazapov, the 
honoured agronomist of Kazakh-
stan, professor and the creator of 
greenhouse in Petropavlovsk, was 
invited to help as an expert and sci-
entific consultant.

“The exposition of the Petropav-
lovsk Botanical Garden surprised 
the representatives of the work-
ing group and we were asked how 
we managed to save plants in the 
conditions of northern Kazakh-
stan,” said Ryazapov, according to 
pkzsk.info.

New Nurly Zhol railway station is open for business
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The new Nurly Zhol 
railway station had its first pas-
sengers June 1 and a visit from 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
according to akorda.kz.

In the run-up to EXPO 2017 in 
the capital, the whole city is under-
going a make-over – new build-
ings, hotels and services are being 
launched – all to accommodate 
guests during the three-month ex-
hibition.

Nazarbayev, who met with the 
station’s staff and had the chance 
to assess some of the surrounding 
infrastructure, told the press he was 
impressed.

“Soon, the opening of the expo 
exhibition will kick off; this is 
why today I’m checking the new 
facilities of the capital, which are 
the new pride of Astana. New air 
routes are being launched cover-
ing the whole of Europe and Asia. 

These objects show the new look 
of the capital. The Nurly Zhol rail-
way station is one of a kind, as 

there is no such station in the entire 
post-Soviet region,” he said.

The head of state also stressed 

the dynamic pace of infrastruc-
ture and transport development 
in the entire country; for exam-

ple, the launch of the high-speed 
Talgo trains from Astana to all 
regions.

“All this is being built for the 
future of our state,” said the Presi-
dent. “These projects were erected 
within the framework of the Nurly 
Zhol programme. Only by launch-
ing the new terminal will the air-
port’s capacity increase from three 
to eight million passengers per year. 
All the expo visitors will arrive in 
Astana via these new facilities.”

The Nurly Zhol station complex 
consists of six levels with an area of 
126,000 square metres connecting 
six receiving and sending routes. 
Passengers get on and off the trains 
on the third floor. The station is 
equipped with cutting-edge intel-
ligent control and monitoring sys-
tems for passenger traffic, queue-
ing, security and e-ticket sales.

The station’s management said 
it expects a passenger flow of ap-
proximately 12 million people a 
year. The facility, built according 

to the latest advanced technologies, 
has a staff of more than 1,000 peo-
ple. Trains will now arrive inside 
the station to ensure passengers are 
warm during the winter and com-
fortable in summer’s heat. The new 
station was constructed according 
to all international and modern 
standards and will include energy-
saving elevators and escalators to 
follow the future energy concept.

The expo exhibition will offi-
cially launch June 10. The grand 
opening ceremony, scheduled for 
June 9, will include parades and 
theatrical shows with foreign and 
local stars and celebrities.

The organisers are expecting 
about five million visitors in the 
span from June 10-Sept. 10. Ap-
proximately 85 percent of the 
guests will be Kazakh residents, 
while the remainder will be for-
eign citizens, the majority from 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States (CIS) countries and 
China.

Continued from Page B1

“I think several projects are 
worth mentioning among the com-
pleted ones in Industrial Park No. 
1, such as Lokomotiv Kurastyru 
Zauyty, a plant for the production 
of locomotives with the capacity 
of 100 diesel locomotives per year, 
or Electrovoz Urastyru Zauyty, a 
plant for the production of elec-
tric locomotives which assembles 
around 50 electric locomotives a 
year. Another big project is Tul-
par-Talgo plant, which makes 150 
passenger cars per year. Also [I 
should mention] Kazakhstan Para-
mount Engineering, an armoured 
wheeled vehicle production plant, 
and Kazakhstan Aselsan Engineer-
ing with a GLB precast plant and 
plant for production of defence 
electro-optical products,” he said.

In 2016, 10 projects worth a to-
tal of 37 billion tenge (US$118.4 
million) were put into opera-

tion within the industrialisation 
programme, including projects 
involving foreign investors and 
multinational corporations. The 
biggest projects include Selena In-
sulations, which produces building 
materials and was implemented by 
the Polish multinational corpora-
tion ranked as one of the top three 
producers of polyurethane foam in 
the world. The cost of the project 
is one billion tenge (US$3.2 mil-
lion).

Another huge success was the 
launch of a paper products manu-
facturer with the participation of 
the Turkish company Ipek Kagit, 
which has a capacity of 4,400 
tonnes of product per year. The 
project cost is 3.4 billion tenge 
(US$10.8 million). Swissgrow 
produces fertiliser based on a 
Swiss technology with the partici-
pation of a Turkish investor. The 
capacity is 150,000 tonnes of fer-
tiliser per year and the project cost 
is 460 million tenge (US$1.4 mil-
lion)

“Considering the great work 
and role of the state, as well as the 
adopted 100 Concrete Steps Pro-
gramme of the head of the state, 
the capital and the country as a 
whole have great potential and 
everything necessary for the im-
plementation of investment pro-
jects,” said Abdykadyrov.

Taking into account the existing 
advantages, the akimat identified 

ten priority sectors, including five 
key and five supporting areas.

“The first key priority is tour-
ism. Due to the world-class sports 
and cultural facilities created in 
the capital, as well as the medi-
cal cluster, Astana will become 
an international centre for event, 
business and medical tourism. The 
second one is a construction clus-
ter, including new technologies in 
construction, new materials and 
engineering, which will ensure a 
favourable growth of the capital, 
both on a territorial and economic 
scale. The third is development 
of the financial centre. Astana In-
ternational Financial Centre will 
have a special set of conditions 
for world investors, such as an in-
dependent legal system based on 
the principles of English common 
law, tax incentives, a simplified 
visa and labour regime, the mod-
ern infrastructure of the EXPO 
international exhibition and com-

munication with major world fi-
nancial centres via direct flights,” 
Abdykadyrov explained.

“Number four is modern pro-
duction, including solutions for 
smart cities. The fifth one is public 
services and international organi-
sations, which means attraction 
of regional headquarters of inter-
national organisations to Astana 
and formation of proposals on 
improving national regulation in 
the sphere of non-profit organisa-
tions,” he said.

Abdykadyrov noted the support-
ing sectors are vocational educa-
tion, health (medical tourism), 
trade and logistics and creative 
divisions, as well as culture and 
sport.

Assessing the last year, the re-
sults were decent despite the eco-
nomic challenges.

“Over the past year, the vol-
ume of investments in fixed assets 
amounted to more than 837 billion 

tenge (US$2.67 billion). For three 
months of 2017, according to sta-
tistical data, investments in fixed 
assets amounted to 122.7 billion 
tenge (US$392.3 million),” he said.

“In general, the akimat is doing 
a lot of work in the field of invest-
ments; new potential investors are 
being searched on a regular ba-
sis. Active work is underway on 
public-private partnership projects 
that will reduce the burden on the 
local budget. This year, 10 indus-
trial projects are planned to be put 
into operation, including the NYK 
Line (transportation) and logistics 
terminal (Japan),” he added.

A great deal of attention is paid 
to the companies that addressed 
possible investments following 
visits by the head of state and capi-
tal’s mayor to foreign countries.

“For example, we are cooperat-
ing with Calatrava Grace Corpora-
tion, with United Arab Emirates’ 
companies, Dubai Investments 
and Sabis International School,” 
he said.

The department hopes EXPO 
2017, taking place from June 10 
to Sept. 10, will also give new im-
petus to existing businesses and an 
influx of domestic and foreign in-
vestment into the capital.

Diverse economic development 
key to city growth, says official

Alisher Abdykadyrov
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Green Energy Development Centre, Massive Solar Power Investment 
Announced at Sustainable Energy Ministerial Conference

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova   

ASTANA – Among the an-
nouncements at the June 11 Meet-
ing the Challenge of Sustainable 
Energy Ministerial Conference in 
Astana was an official declaration 
to build a UN-backed sustainable 
energy centre at Astana’s EXPO 
2017 site and a nearly $45 million 
investment in solar power in Ka-
zakhstan. 

The Future Energy interna-
tional centre for the development 
of green technology and invest-
ment projects is to be created and 
housed within infrastructure built 
for EXPO 2017 in Astana. The 
centre will be supported by the 
UN, the conference said in the dec-
laration it adopted.  

The mission of the centre is to con-
tribute to global sustainable devel-
opment by supporting green growth 
and the principles of the Green 
Bridge partnership programme. 

The international centre will 
cover seven main activities: trans-
forming the energy sector, creating 
sustainable urban development, 
supporting green business devel-
opment, facilitating the transfer 
and adaptation of green technolo-
gies and best practices, developing 
green financing, developing re-
newable energy sources and build-
ing green growth capacity. 

In turn, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) announced plans to invest 
$44.5 million in solar power plant 
construction in the country. 

“Burnoye Solar 2 is a very signif-
icant project for us. We were proud 
to support Burnoye 1, the first 
large-scale solar plant in Kazakh-
stan … It works, it wins awards 

and now we are doubling it. It 
shows that renewable energy is not 
just a dream but a reality now for 
Kazakhstan. The Burnoye project 
will be co-financed with the Clean 
Technology Fund, a multilateral 
fund that supports development of 
renewables and the enabling en-
vironment. We hope a real viable 
market of renewable energy will 
soon emerge in Kazakhstan and in 
the region,” said EBRD Managing 
Director for Energy and Natural 
Resources Nandita Parshad. 

Kazakhstan’s green energy sec-
tor will boost the country’s gross 
domestic product by 3 percent by 
2050, said Kazakh Prime Minister 
Bakytzhan Sagintayev in his re-

marks at the opening of the confer-
ence. 

“The government is currently 
working on the implementation 
of the third modernisation. Green 
economy reform will increase 
Kazakhstan’s GDP by 3 percent 
by 2050 and create more than 
500,000 new jobs. New sectors of 
industry and services will be es-
tablished and quality of life will be 
improved,” said Sagintayev. 

The prime minister noted that 
the international community must 
continue to discuss the current 
situation and understand what ac-
tions need to be taken by the gov-
ernments of different countries 
and international organisations to 

ensure sustainable development in 
the energy sector. 

“We need new models for the 
global energy market, which should 
give an impetus to the development 
of the world economy and find a 
balance between economic devel-
opment and the preservation of the 
ecosystem of the planet. This is our 
responsibility to the future and fu-
ture generations,” he said. 

Minister of Energy Kanat Bo-
zumbayev said Kazakhstan intends 
to reduce the energy intensity of its 
gross domestic product by 25 per-
cent by 2020 and by 50 percent by 
2050. The share of alternative and 
renewable energy sources in the 
country’s energy balance will be 

3 percent by 2020 and 50 percent 
by 2050.

“The total reserves of primary 
energy resources of Kazakhstan, 
including oil, gas, coal and ura-
nium, are estimated at the equiva-
lent of about 32 billion tonnes of 
oil, which is about 4 percent of 
the world’s energy resources. The 
country ranks 12th in terms of hy-
drocarbon reserves. Kazakhstan is 
the world leader among countries 
having uranium reserves,” the 
minister said. 

Approximately 15 percent of the 
country’s GDP today comes from 
revenues from the sale of hydro-
carbons, but Kazakhstan intends to 
develop a low-carbon model for its 

future economic development, and 
to reduce emissions of sulphur ox-
ide, nitrogen oxide and solid parti-
cles to the European level. 

“Kazakhstan, as a reliable and 
responsible participant in provid-
ing an energy security system, 
calls for sustainable political 
and economic development. We 
joined efforts and interests of rep-
resentatives of 15 countries and 
16 nongovernmental international 
organisations to stimulate green 
economic growth by promoting 
the Green Bridge partnership pro-
gramme,” he said.

The International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA) plans to 
collaborate with the Central Asian 
countries to capitalise on substan-
tial renewable energy potential. 
Six key areas to facilitate the up-
take of renewables and help diver-
sify the region’s energy mix were 
identified in a regional action plan. 

“Covering over 4 million square 
kilometres, the countries of Cen-
tral Asia are endowed with rich 
renewable energy sources that can 
drive sustainable economic devel-
opment and growth. With renew-
able energy targets in place for 
2020 and beyond, the region can 
now seize this transformative op-
portunity for a sustainable energy 
future, and the new Action Plan 
will help boost efforts of renew-
able energy uptake,” said IRENA 
Director General Adnan Amin.

Countries identified areas in-
cluding resource assessments, in-
tegration of variable renewable en-
ergy into power grids, policies and 
regulations for renewable energy 
deployment, renewable energy sta-
tistics and data collection, project 
facilitation, and awareness raising 
for collaboration with IRENA.

Continued from Page A1

The fair officially opened to 
the public the next morning 
with a contrast of African jazz, 
Russian stilt walkers and Asian 
dancers just to name a few – all 
nearly at the same time and leav-
ing little chance for one person 
to cover everything.

The Kazakh pavilion, repre-

sented by an eight-storey sphere, 
is certainly the main attraction 
and The Astana Times recom-
mends starting one’s tour there. 
The pavilion tells the story of the 
young country, including its an-
cient history through unique art 
installations, and enigmatic 3D 
shows and video clips unveiling 
future energy.

After the Kazakh pavilion, it’s 

a personal preference where to 
visit next. It’s nearly impossi-
ble to finish the tour in one day; 
we suggest buying an unlimited 
ticket (tickets can be purchased 
via the official website tick-
ets.expo2017astana.com) and 
spending at least a few days. 
Make sure to wear sneakers or 
other comfortable shoes to walk 
the distance.

Each pavilion offers a unique 
concept about future energy, an 
idea each country interprets in 
a different way. For instance, 
the U.S. pavilion sees it as the 
source of infinite energy that’s 
within all of us.

“It’s imagination, innovation; 
it’s invention that has driven 
America and that drives other 
countries that we see here gath-

ered in Astana for EXPO 2017,” 
pavilion director of communica-
tions Anthony DeAngelo told the 
paper. 

“We are focused on the power 
that lies within all of us as in-
dividuals, as nations, to power 
the future. We are also focused 
on our student-ambassadors,” he 
added. 

Nearly 40 undergraduate and 
graduate students from 33 Amer-
ican universities are in the capi-
tal for the event. They all speak 
either Russian or Kazakh and 
have a deep affection for this 
part of the world, he said.

“They have come for three 
months for the expo not only to 
meet the Kazakhs, but also to 
give them and the people around 
the world an opportunity to re-
ally meet the future of America 
and that source of infinite energy 
that is going to power the future 
energy,” added DeAngelo.

The Russian pavilion, focusing 
on the Arctic, nuclear power and 
renewable energy sources, fea-
tures a real iceberg brought from 
the Arctic.

“This iceberg is over four me-
tres in height,” said Russian pa-
vilion guide Aigul. “This is only 
a small fragment transported in a 
container and it was broken off 
by a Russian icebreaker ship. 
With the help of such icebreakers 
like the Russian Leader that will 
be finished in 2025, Russians 
want to research the Arctic.” 

The South Korean pavilion 
boasts the longest lines, as the 
average visit takes about half an 
hour. It features the concept “En-
ergy of the future. Smart life.” 

The Japanese pavilion, the big-
gest in size, is named Smart mix 
technology and focuses on re-
search to develop areas of future 
energy.

“Among our favourite pavilions 
was the Israeli pavilion,” said 
Russian IT technologist Sergei 
Andreichenko. “It was a spectacu-
lar show, very artistic and beauti-
ful. We also enjoyed the Egyptian 
pyramid and the Thai pavilion. 
But I think everyone will find 
something for him or herself.” 

Small food kiosks are located 
in front of each pavilion and 
there are restaurants on the expo 
grounds, although some are still 
under construction. A first-floor 
international bar and second-
floor food court are open near 
the exit from the Kazakh pavil-
ion. 

The more than 1,500 volun-
teers at the site every day, most 
of whom speak English to ac-
commodate foreign guests, will 
make sure no one gets lost. 

Each pavilion offers its own 
solutions for future energy and is 
worth checking out. In addition, 
every week organisers are offer-
ing various concerts, shows and 
entertainment. For more infor-
mation, visit the official website 
www.expo2017astana.com.

Astana EXPO 2017 kicks off with 
dazzling show, concert and fireworks
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AIFC well on track for successful launch, says governor
Continued from Page A1

Secondly, the idea is to give mo-
mentum to the non-banking financial 
sector and create new instruments 
to finance the economy. This will 
complement the existing banking 
financial sector, which is also going 
through reforms. 

At the same time, Kazakhstan now 
has a rare opportunity to become a 
significant regional player. I firmly 
believe that the timing for this new 
ambitious project is just right: China 
is expanding westward, the Russian 
economy is still recovering from re-
cent slowdown, global markets are 
experiencing low and even negative 
interest rates, while Kazakhstan it-
self is abandoning its old model and 
launching new reforms. This is why 
we have such an aggressive timeline. 

We are at the final stage of estab-
lishing the main AIFC bodies only 
two years after the idea of financial 
centre was first proposed by the 
President Nazarbayev. By Jan. 1, 
2018 we will have a fully functional 
financial centre with world-class ex-
change infrastructure, independent 
financial court and arbitration centre, 
regulator and other key bodies. The 
court and arbitration centre are very 
important features of Astana IFC: we 
will be working in an independent 
legal framework based on the princi-
ples of English common law.

So, our formal objectives include 
promotion in attracting investment 
into the state’s economy through 
enabling environment in the field 
of the financial services; develop-
ment of stock and bond market in 
Kazakhstan with further integration 
into international capital market; im-
provement of the insurance market, 
banking services and Islamic finance 
in the country. 

We have, however, identified five 
strategic directions of development 
or pillars based on the importance for 
the advancement of the financial sec-
tor and the specific demand for these 
services on our market: development 
of capital markets, asset management, 
private banking, Islamic finance and 
promotion of financial technologies 
or fintech. For each of them, we are 
targeting specific anchor projects, 
which will drive them forward.

For example, the Astana Interna-
tional Exchange (AIX) will serve as 
a platform for the large privatisation 
programme of the state-owned com-
panies. We are talking about largest 
companies in the Samruk Kazyna 
Sovereign Wealth Fund: starting 

with Kazakhstan’s national oil and 
gas company, railways operator, 
postal operation, air carrier, power 
producer, mining company and ura-
nium producer, the world’s largest, 
by the way. 

Global asset managers will be 
competing for access to local sov-
ereign funds. We see the increasing 
demand for Islamic financial instru-
ments. The local market – both Ka-
zakh and that of Russia and other 
neighbouring countries, – has a 
significant number of wealthy indi-
viduals who need to manage their 
portfolio. With the tightening of 
international regulations, there is a 
demand for a local private banking 
services centre. Last, but certainly 
not the least, there is a great demand 
for new tech solutions, which calls 
for the support of this industry: we 
are already working with a number 
of institutions on creating the right 
fintech ecosystem.

AIFC will also serve as the gate-
way to the whole region, in particu-
lar, the Eurasian Economic Union, 
and will serve as a delivery unit for 
the One Belt, One Road programme 
supported by the Chinese govern-
ment and financial institutions. It has 
already attracted new infrastructure 
investments in the country and now, 
with the establishment of the AIFC, 
investment will be facilitated. This 
project needs a local finance office, 
and Astana fits this role perfectly. 
This is why the importance of local 
capital market is highlighted.

You’ve just mentioned English 
common law. It’s fairly new to the 
region. Why do you think it is im-
portant for Astana?

Our financial centre must become 
a part of the global financial system. 
There are many risks that foreign 
investors, especially Western, as-
sociate with the post-Soviet institu-
tions. This is largely due to the lack 
of familiarity and also non-accurate 
perception of Kazakhstan. I don’t 
think that this is the question of what 
system is better, however, investors 

are used to certain “game rules” and 
most major financial centres operate 
under the principles of common law. 
And we see support and appraisal for 
our efforts wherever we go.

In short, we pay more attention to 
shareholders and investors’ rights, 
we provide flexible regulation for 
new tech solutions, and we even are 
inviting globally recognised judges 
to avoid any misperceptions. 

On another hand, this also gives 
us a unique opportunity; as you see, 
there is no other place in the vast re-
gion of Central Asia and Eastern Eu-
rope with such legal and regulatory 
framework – we also count it as an 
advantage.

You said the centre will be 
launched officially in January 
2018; how prepared are you and 
what important milestones have you 
achieved already?

Let me first give you some histori-
cal background. The idea of creating 
AIFC was first proposed by the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
in May 2015. In December 2015, the 
President signed the Constitutional 
Law on establishment of the AIFC 
which will be based on the English 
Law with preferential tax treatment 
and independent financial court. 
We’ve established the highest col-
legial body of the AIFC – the Man-
agement Council, – which is headed 
by the President of Kazakhstan and 
comprises key government officials 
and renowned global experts. One 
of the most important milestones is 
the amendments to the Constitution, 
which now mentions the Astana In-
ternational Financial Centre in the 
opening chapters.

Today, we have already defined the 
structure of the key bodies and are 
working on the establishment. Just a 
few days ago, we signed a sharehold-
ers’ agreement with Shanghai Stock 
Exchange, which will acquire a quar-
ter of the new Astana International 
Exchange. We signed an agreement 
with Nasdaq, which will provide its 
matching engine, and looking for-
ward to finalising the deals with our 
post-trade partner. 

The AIFC Court and Arbitration 
centre will be ready by January; we 
work closely with the Dubai IFC 
Court and with leading British law-
yers, including the former Chief 
Justice of England and Wales Lord 
Woolf. We have established the 
Astana Financial Services Author-
ity, which will register and regulate 
AIFC participants. Earlier this year 

we launched our own training facil-
ity: the Bureau for Continuous De-
velopment Programmes which part-
ners with international certification 
and academic institutions and has al-
ready completed its first training pro-
gramme. To provide best services for 
foreign experts we started to work 
on the special visa centre, which we 
decided to enhance and expand to 
a more functional Expat Centre – it 
will also be ready in January.

So, I firmly believe that we are on 
the right path and will be 100 per-
cent ready on the opening day. This 
doesn’t mean, however, that we are 
not open to new initiatives and pro-
jects; my team is always coming up 
with interesting ideas, which will 
support the AIFC.

You’ve mentioned the stock ex-
change several times. How do you 
plan to develop the local capital 
market?

I sincerely believe it is vital for the 
economy to put significant effort to 
develop its capital markets, as they 
provide a healthy alternative to bor-
rowing from banks. When it comes 
to national companies, we need not 
only to attract capital, but also good 
governance, and what Samruk Kazy-
na is doing is one of the most impor-
tant reforms currently in our coun-
try. The privatisation programme 
of Samruk Kazyna companies will 
become the key driver behind the de-
velopment of the local capital mar-
ket. Why is it important? Having a 
local trading platform will decrease 
the costs for both issuers and buy-
ers and, most importantly, develop 
the market so that other companies, 
state-owned, private Kazakh or even 
companies from neighbouring coun-
tries, will have access to such instru-
ments.

We are also planning on launching 
bond instruments, which are becom-
ing increasingly important with the 
development of the One Belt, One 
Road infrastructure projects. We are 
working with multilateral institu-
tions to issue first green bonds and 
Islamic finance instruments. We 
will soon be ready to support traded 
funds and depositary receipts. In the 
future, our goal is to enhance the 
toolset and provide other instruments 
like derivatives and commodities.

You have clearly defined plans. It 
seems you’ve done quite a compre-
hensive analysis before launching 
new initiative. What kind of models 
did you find useful? Do you bench-

mark Astana against other global 
financial centres?

I think it is very naïve to think that 
we can ever compete with London or 
New York or Hong Kong. Our idea 
was not to try to replicate New York 
and London of 1970s or Dubai of 
the 2000s. Having said that, we have 
studied the examples of London, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Dubai and 
many other financial centres. A good 
institutional framework as provided 
by the Dubai IFC: we also followed 
their model in creating and inde-
pendent legal and regulatory frame-
work. The Dubai IFC is our key part-
ner and their teams are helping us 
setting up our institutions, while the 
top management shared very useful 
recommendations. 

So, in our case, as I mentioned 
earlier, we cover a large region and 
the geographical location provides 
unique opportunities. We are con-
necting East and West, just as in the 
example of our stock exchange: we 
brought together two global stock 
exchanges from the U.S. and China. 
There aren’t many examples like this 
anywhere else. Furthermore, with 
regards to the development of new 
instruments, so-called, fintech, we 
follow the recent advances in Lon-
don, Singapore, Hong Kong and Abu 
Dhabi, but also less developed coun-
tries, which have made recent break-
through, such as Kenya or Myanmar.

But why Astana and not Almaty, 
which has already established itself 
a local financial centre?

From the very beginning, the idea 
of AIFC was to introduce new finan-
cial instruments and develop a non-
banking financial sector, which to 
this day is underdeveloped and rather 
dominated by strong commercial 
banks. The expertise and historical 
concentration of financial services in 
Almaty also come with the legacy of 
the banking industry, which now also 
requires improvement and reforms. 
As we build new services and want to 
provide best investment and business 
climate for foreign partners, current 
legacy and regulation don’t prove to 
be beneficial. Indeed, what makes the 
Astana financial centre different from 
previous attempts is its strong institu-
tional framework. Unprecedented in 
our regional case with an independent 
jurisdiction based on the principles of 
common law, flexible regulation, tax 
incentives, even English as the main 
working language – we needed a new 
platform to implement all of these. 
Astana seemed perfect as it is a new 

city and rising regional leader with 
big ambitions. The financial centre is 
an organic part of the young capital.

Will you rely on foreign experts or 
on local talent? The issues you’ve 
raised require a lot of expertise and 
good skills; how ready are you in 
these terms?

Undoubtedly, foreign expertise 
will play an important role. There 
are certain aspects, which just can-
not be covered by local expertise. 
Take for example our legal system 
– we need judges and lawyers who 
have experience in working in an 
Anglo-Saxon jurisdiction. We also 
expect international participants 
in our financial market which will 
bring their expertise and transfer 
their know-how to the local pool. 
At the same time, I regard our talent 
pool as one of the advantages of the 
AIFC. We have thousands of well-
educated multilingual professionals, 
who would relish an opportunity to 
work with these global firms and 
experts. I believe that AIFC is the 
natural partner for the Bolashak pro-
gramme and Nazarbayev Univer-
sity, while our Bureau for Continu-
ous Development Programmes will 
train thousands of people using Edu-
Tech facilities and our own mentors. 
The bureau has already launched a 
number of programmes, they coach 
young professionals seeking certifi-
cation like CFA or CIMA, and they 
work with local HR companies to 
create a sophisticated database with 
online courses. The work is already 
in progress.

Astana is hosting the internation-
al exhibition EXPO 2017 and the 
anniversary 10th Astana Economic 
Forum as well as launching finan-
cial centre next year. Don’t you feel 
overwhelmed with all the different 
events happening at the same time?

Not at all, I think large interna-
tional events are a part of the estab-
lishment of Astana as a truly global 
city and the Astana International 
Financial Centre is the key driver of 
this process. EXPO 2017 gives us an 
opportunity to offer our platform to 
foreign visitors and potential partici-
pants. The theme of EXPO – Future 
Energy – complements our efforts on 
promoting green finance and sustain-
able development. Even the physi-
cal infrastructure, which was built 
for the EXPO will then find its pur-
pose as the core of financial centre. 
We will establish our offices at the 
EXPO site and provide this modern 
infrastructure to the future partici-
pants of the centre. So, I would sug-
gest to the participants of the Astana 
Economic Forum and EXPO to liter-
ally, not figuratively, drop a coin here 
to return next year!

Sustainable energy: the world is no longer in the dark 
By Cihan Sultanoğlu

There can be no development 
without energy. Energy allows hos-
pitals to function, helps children 
study at night, irrigates cropland and 
powers the global internet.

Energy is vital and essential to re-
alising the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), the 17 international-
ly-agreed goals to eliminate poverty, 
protect the planet and leave no one 
behind by 2030.

Yet around the world, 1.3 billion 
people lack access to it. The places 
where power is lacking are immedi-
ately visible on night-time satellite 
images. These include 300 million 
people in India, more than 600 mil-
lion in Sub-Saharan Africa. These 
include places such as Tajikistan 
where the cover is much higher but 
power cuts are all too frequent.

And the energy we use is from far 

too many sources that contribute to 
climate change, like coal, gas and 
oil. Last year was, again, the hot-
test year on record. Thus, tackling 
climate change and boosting energy 
access are inextricably linked.

But high costs, lack of knowledge 
and unfavourable business environ-
ments have stymied efforts to build 
up renewables such as solar, wind, 

small hydro, geothermal, and bio-
mass, and achieve a broader shift to-
wards energy efficiency. In order to 
boost those kinds of energy, coun-
tries and businesses face important 
upfront investments.

That has been changing rapidly. 
Last year, solar power across the 
world grew 50 per cent, with China 
and the United States in the lead, 
while in India solar is now cheaper 
than coal.

Not only have 195 countries signed 
up to the Paris Agreement, it is also 
encouraging to see that local actors 
are leading the global shift to sus-
tainable energy. In 2016, cities came 
together and founded the Global 
Compact of Mayors. 650 cities, rep-
resenting 487 million people world-
wide, are now pushing aggressively 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through cleaner energy and transport.

Major oil producers are also see-

ing the future and diversifying their 
economies. One of the world’s larg-
est coal, oil and gas producers, Ka-
zakhstan, the host of the EXPO 2017, 
themed “Future Energy”, says it will 
aim to meet 50 percent of its energy 
needs from alternative and renewable 
sources by the middle of the century.

If right now, Kazakhstan decided 
to create a 10MW installation in the 
South, which might cost something 
like US$2million in upstart invest-
ment, it could recover these costs 
within 5 years. Meanwhile, energy 
efficiency upgrades, in residential 
and public buildings, have consist-
ently delivered huge social, environ-
mental and economic benefits. They 
have bolstered energy security, cre-
ated jobs and reduced poverty, but 
also improved health and reduced 
emissions dramatically.

In cooperation with the UN, Ka-
zakhstan has already achieved a 45 

percent annual reduction in energy 
consumption for heating pilot munic-
ipal buildings over the past five years.

So what will it take to achieve uni-
versal access to sustainable energy 
by 2030? How can the world triple 
its investment in sustainable energy 
infrastructure per year, from around 
$400 billion now to $1.25 trillion by 
2030, be met?

For one, business environments 
need to become much more condu-
cive to achieving the transition. As 
a recent study shows, investing in 
“de-risking measures” and bringing 
down the financing costs of renew-
able energy will only be cost-effec-
tive when measured against paying 
direct financial incentives to com-
pensate investors for higher risks.

Gradually eliminating fossil fuel 
subsidies will also play a major role 
in the transition. That will increase 
the market cost of fossil fuels and 

encourage producers and consumers 
to move away from carbon-inten-
sive energy.

Finally, we must prioritise clean 
energy for the poor and make sure 
energy access becomes part of every 
development plan. It is the only way 
we will achieve SDG7 and the rest 
of the goals. Combining access to 
clean energy services with measures 
that generate cash incomes and im-
prove living conditions, is a surefire 
way to accelerate achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals in 
general.

At the EXPO, I have not only seen 
cutting-edge technology – such as 
solar atlases, installations that show 
how to power and irrigate oases, 
and smart grid systems – what I see 
above all is a tremendous amount 
of determination to make access to 
clean energy for everyone on this 
planet a reality.

The author is UN Commission-
er-General at the Expo 2017 in 
Astana

Welcome to a tradition of progress: the USA pavilion at EXPO
By Joshua W. Walker

Ever since I had the honor of being 
appointed President of the USA Pa-
vilion at this year’s World EXPO in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, I’ve been struck 
by the rich history of the World’s 
Fairs and the importance these events 
have had across the globe for over a 
hundred years. However, despite my 
appreciation and respect, I still didn’t 
quite realize the magnitude of the 
historic event until a recent trip to 
Disneyworld with my family.

While exploring Magic Kingdom 
Park, I stumbled upon the famous 
Carousel of Progress. Built by Walt 
Disney himself for GE, the Carou-
sel unveiled state-of-the-art Audio 
Animatronics at the 1964-65 World’s 

Fair in New York. The Carousel of 
Progress is still iconic among the 
Expo community, and has the legacy 
of being Walt Disney’s favorite ex-
hibit ever.

The Carousel of Progress is yet an-
other reminder of the impact World’s 

Fairs have had throughout the world 
in not only inspiring the minds of 
their guests, but our very landscapes. 
From the iconic Crystal Palace at the 
very first Expo in London of 1851 to 
the world-renowned Eiffel Tower in 
the heart of Paris to the historic Chi-
cago Ferris Wheel, the World’s Fairs 
have proven time and time again to 
be the epicenter for the creation of 
legends.

The United States has a long his-
tory of not just Expo participation, 
but the hosting of Expo’s, having 
hosted the World’s Fair over 30 times 
across the country. Each city that has 
hosted the Expo has only deepened 
the heritage of American innovation 
for World’s Fairs, as they have often 
been the venue of the community’s 
greatest accomplishments. For ex-

ample, it was at the 1876 World’s 
Fair in Philadelphia that Alexander 
Graham Bell first demonstrated the 
telephone and the 1964 Expo in New 
York even displayed the first jetpack 
along with the Carousel of Progress.

The World’s Fair most significant 
attractions usually aren’t the physical 
constructions; it’s the opportunity to 
meet with brilliant, innovative peo-
ple from across the world to share 
ideas in-person. Expo 2017 in Astana 
will be the single biggest internation-
al event this year, drawing in people 
and their respective perspectives for 
every corner of the globe who will be 
eager to both hear and share the most 
innovate concepts the world has to 
offer. Given that this is Central Asia’s 
first World’s Fair its significant that 
the United States will be well-rep-

resented with our USA Pavilion that 
seeks to tell the story of America’s 
own innovations and source of ener-
gy from our businesses, people, and 
society at large.

Moving forward, I’m confident 
this years and every future year’s 
Expos will only continue to feature 
groundbreaking innovations, and 
provide incredible opportunities for 
people across the world to come 
together and share their ideas in per-
son. This historic tradition does not 
end with Astana, but rather is just 
beginning. Expo 2020 in Dubai is al-
ready on the horizon, we are hopeful 
that the Expo returns to the United 
States in 2023 to continue marking 
its place in the history of American 
innovation.

I’m not predicting that our pavil-

ion will be an attraction at the Magic 
Kingdom over a half-century from 
now when my son is old enough to 
take his family. However, I am confi-
dent that the USA Pavilion will serve 
as a powerful reminder and a lasting 
symbol of how important the United 
States-Kazakhstan bilateral relation-
ship is by expressing our support for 
Central Asia’s first World’s Fair.

We at the USA Pavilion look for-
ward to seeing you in Astana and 
being part of the 2017 World EXPO 
that follows in the proud tradition of 
World’s Fairs.

The author is CEO and President 
of the USA Pavilion at EXPO 2017. 

This opinion was first published 
by the Huffington Post and re-
printed with the author’s permis-
sion.

Kairat Kelimbetov
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‘Smart City’ technology will be first of its kind in capital
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Cutting-edge 
technology will be used to de-
crease energy usage throughout 
the EXPO 2017 facilities, said 
Vladimir Sobolev, the Astana 
EXPO 2017 national company’s 
managing director and director 
of New Technologies and IT, the 
press service of the company re-
ported.

“Smart Grid system will be one 
of the projects used on the exhi-
bition area. This system com-
bines 42 substations into a single 
network with a unified control 
centre which will allow making 
the time of eliminating accidents 
shorter, automatically redistrib-
uting load and reducing losses 
on an electric grid for up to 30 
percent during transportation of 
electric power,” Sobolev said, 
according to expo2017astana.
com.

The Smart Lighting project 
will cover 1,200 lamp posts with 
LED lamps. Energy will also be 
saved by decreasing the intensity 
of lights at night by 10 to 20 per-
cent, but increasing them to full 
power when necessary.

Sobolev also mentioned that 
“Smart Building” technologies 
are being introduced at expo pa-
vilions and offices. Ventilation 
system will be automatically ad-

justing air delivery depending on 
the number of visitors who are in 
a room simultaneously.

“A lot of guests plan to visit the 
exhibition, therefore, ventilation, 
air conditioning and lighting are 
very urgent issues. For their reso-
lution, we are introducing a cen-
tralised control of all engineering 
systems of buildings and pavil-
ions. Energy efficient modes of 
engineering systems control al-
low the optimisation of consump-
tion for conditioning, ventilation 
and heating,” Sobolev added, the 
website of the exhibition reports.

Arranging mobile communi-
cation in the exhibition’s office 
building is an example of effec-
tive cooperation with service 
providers. For the first time in 
Kazakhstan, cellular communi-
cation operators, with assistance 
from Kazakhstan’s Communica-
tions and Information Committee 
established a joint use of equip-
ment. This allowed decreasing 
the amount of equipment and 
network deployment as well as 
lower costs on energy consump-
tion and exploitation.

Exhibition organisers are con-
fident the exhibition’s facilities 
will become the most striking in-
stance of using renewable energy 
sources, energy-saving technol-
ogy and will prompt their devel-
opment in Kazakhstan.

Italy presents details of its EXPO pavilion
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Italian officials 
revealed a few details of Italy’s 
EXPO 2017 pavilion during 
a June 2 press conference in 
Astana devoted to Italy’s Na-
tional Day. Among the details 
revealed was that the pavilion’s 
walls will include visual and au-
dio effects.

“As a designer, I chose to cre-
ate the physical squares that 
would represent the cities of It-
aly, historic cities based on their 
resources as a first theme. In our 
pavilion, the historic cities of 
Italy will speak via walls. Walls 
will talk due to our visual con-
tent. And there will be a constant 
broadcast,” said pavilion architect 
Paolo Desideri.

Translations will be provided, 
as well as English and Russian 
subtitles.

“This is done for visitors to hear 
the music of our language. The 
catalogue with information is al-
most done, it will be presented in 
three languages: Russian, Kazakh 
and English,” the designer said.

The pavilion is 900 square me-
tres and its four main halls are 
named after prominent Italian 
scientists, such as Leonardo da 

Vinci, Alessandro Volta, Enrico 
Fermi and Antonio Pacinotti.

The pavilion concept is based 
on the question ‘What is energy 

and what does it serve?’ Moving 
from one room to another, visi-
tors will plunge into the history of 
Italy and see the future for which 

the homeland of poets and sea 
travellers is striving today, says 
the press release.

According to Ambassador of 

Italy to Kazakhstan and Italy’s 
EXPO 2017 Commissioner Stefano 
Ravagnan, a fascinating journey to 
the natural places and cultural and 
historical places of Italy is awaiting 
visitors to the pavilion. Guests will 
see technologies, which were devel-
oped and applied by Italian innova-
tors. All that will be possible due to 
a unique 360-degree panorama.

During the press conference, 
Italian officials gave a video pres-
entation noting that Italy’s 15 re-
gions, 11 private companies and 
five national institutes will par-
ticipate in the expo.

“Our regions have developed 
hundreds of promising projects, 
turned to the future, and are aim-
ing to develop new ways of ob-
taining and using energy with 
greater environmental friendliness 
and efficiency,” said Ravagnan.

He added that each region will 
also showcase its unique offer-
ings. For instance, the Veneto re-
gion will bring Murano glass. The 
region of Tuscany will present ce-
ramics. The region of Lazio and 
the city of Rome will show mod-
els of Roman ruins. Also, there 
will be 15 objects of art.

China honours EXPO 
with issuance of 

special bank note
By Staff Report

ASTANA – With permission 
from the Astana EXPO 2017 na-
tional company, Chinese com-
panies Wanbo and Zhangdao 
Wenhua have issued memorable 
banknotes and a postage stamp 
dedicated to the EXPO 2017 in-
ternational specialised exhibition 
in Astana and the 25th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Kazakh-
stan and China.

The banknotes and stamp were 
presented at a recent press con-
ference in the Pudong area in 
Shanghai. Representatives of 
the Kazakh Consulate General 
in Shanghai, the promotion and 
tourism department of the Astana 
EXPO 2017 national company, the 
Committee for the Promotion of 
International Trade of China, the 
Foreign Affairs and Trade Cham-
ber of Shanghai, the party leader-
ship of the exhibition area of the 
Shanghai Free Trade Zone and 

approximately 50 large Chinese 
enterprises, as well as collectors 
of rare bills and representatives of 
the media attended.

This was the first issue of com-
memorative currency for an expo 
since 1851. The bank notes (with-
out denomination) are issued in 
the amount of 5,000 sets, each of 
which has two bank notes showing 
Kazakhstan – with the Baiterek 
Tower on a blue background and 
the National Pavilion of Kazakh-
stan at the expo; and China – the 
Great Wall and the Temple of 
Heaven on a yellow background.

Consul General of Kazakhstan in 
Shanghai Zhoshykhan Kiraubayev 
noted during the unveiling that this 
year has been declared the Year of 
Chinese Tourism in Kazakhstan 
and that the Chinese president was 
about to visit Astana. He also invit-
ed the Chinese public to take part 
in expo activities.

Participants of the press confer-
ence were shown a video and were 
provided booklets about the exhi-
bition.



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017

EXPO 2017 SPECIAL
C4

British programme focuses on creativity as source of energy

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – The British Council 
will present the Future Creative pro-
gramme to bring U.K. contemporary 
culture to Kazakhstan and to promote 
cooperation between cultural leaders 
of Kazakhstan and the U.K. as part 
of the EXPO 2017. The programme 
will focus on the U.K.’s economy 
and feature a package of innovative 
projects in music, theatre and crea-
tive leadership designed to engage 
citizens in the life of smart cities.

“The theme of the U.K.’s cul-
tural programme Future Crea-
tive is closely connected with the 
theme of EXPO 2017 Future En-
ergy and the U.K. Pavilion theme 

We Are Energy, which is focused 
on the power of the individual to 
regenerate energy and change the 
world. Future Creative programme 
will show that creativity is an im-
portant source of energy inspiring 
and enabling people to change the 
world for the better,” said the rep-
resentative of the British Council.

The City Nomads 2.0 exhibition 
will be held from June to August. 
All the exhibits within the exhibi-
tion are united by a common search 
for unique cultural codes, typical 
for the modern urban nomad.

It will display works created 
jointly by Kazakh designers and 
artisans. This exhibition symbol-
ises a dialogue between these two 
groups: artisans, who protect the 

cultural heritage and follow tradi-
tions, and designers, who experi-
ment and create new forms.

“The display is an attempt to pre-
sent an environment that will sur-
round modern urban nomads. How 
will their way of life change? What 
city nomads will take with them, 
traveling from city to city, from 
country to country? What will their 
belongings consist of: modern ob-
jects from concept stores or sym-
bols of the past? What is more im-
portant for a modern urban nomad: 
convenience and utilitarianism or 
authenticity and uniqueness?” the 
representative said in a statement.

The Playable City, interactive 
urban installations will be organ-
ised in August. The international 

project uses urban architecture and 
smart city technologies to create 
new connections between people 
and the city. Through interactive 
and creative installations in urban 
spaces, the Playable City involves 
the city and residents in a dialogue 
with each other. The project was 
presented on five continents, from 
Bristol to Tokyo. It will be present-
ed for the first time in Astana.

Bring the Happy, a multidisci-
plinary project will be held July-
August. The project consists of two 
components. The first is an interac-
tive map of the city, where during 
the month everyone will be able to 

mark the places where they were 
happy, leaving a small comment, 
why this place is important for them. 
The second component is a theatrical 
performance, which is created on the 
basis of collected happy memories. 
The project was created by the Invis-
ible Flock, the British interactive art 
studio, known for unusual creative 
works using the latest technology.

The conference of cultural lead-
ers of Kazakhstan and U.K. will 
be Aug.12. The conference aims to 
facilitate dialogue for cultural lead-
ers from the U.K., Kazakhstan and 
other countries of Central Asia and 
to discuss prospects and opportuni-

ties for the development of creative 
economy in the region in coopera-
tion with authorities and business 
representatives.

The London Modern Orches-
tra (LMO) plans to stage a per-
formance in August. Founded in 
2008, the orchestra is considered 
one of the most innovative and 
respected music bands in the U.K. 
They will perform in collaboration 
with local musicians.

The events will be held at multi-
ple venues, including concert halls, 
shopping centres, on the streets of 
Astana and the British pavilion at 
the expo.

Cirque du Soleil gives sneak 
peek before EXPO 

performance

By Chris Stanton

ASTANA – The world-famous 
Cirque du Soleil has prepared the 
exclusive REFLEKT show based 
on nomadic culture for EXPO 
2017. A seven-minute portion, cre-
ated by the team 45 DEGREES of 
Cirque du Soleil, was presented to 
journalists.

The mythical story reflects the 
idea of renewable energy sources 
and the desire of humankind for 
the future. The main character is 
Arman, an archaeologist who re-
veals the miracles of the seven 
elements of Kazakh culture: hap-
piness and fortune, wisdom and 
prosperity, speed, growth and 
blessing. This role is based on the 
image of the Golden Man. Arman 
means “a dream” in Kazakh.

“We have developed a cultural 
and entertainment programme to 
demonstrate the diversity of Ka-

zakhstan’s culture. Our orchestras, 
creative groups and our pop sing-
ers are thoroughly represented,” 
said Astana EXPO 2017 national 
company’s director of content and 
event organisation Marat Omarov.

Cirque du Soleil is including 
elements of Kazakh culture in its 
performance for the first time. The 
programme contains national or-
naments tied to costumes, national 
dance choreography and a national 
instrument.

“The dombra will also be in mu-
sical accompaniment along with 
classical instruments. All the cos-
tumes of the artists will feature 
Kazakh ornaments. The Golden 
Man, archaeologist and golden ea-
gle are the main characters. We are 
going to demonstrate the biggest 
show-jump with 38 participants. 
It is one of the interesting parts of 
the show and lasts seven minutes,” 
said REFLEKT general director 
Bernard Poyry.

According to Cirque du Soleil rep-
resentatives, REFLEKT will only 
be presented in Kazakhstan. Nearly 
two years were devoted to the design 
of the programme and its numbers 
have not yet been presented to the 
public. Noiseless motorcycles also 
will be used for the first time.

The organisation of the show in-
volves approximately 120 people, 
but only about 80 individuals will 
be performing for three months. 
The specially-created 75-min-
ute performance will be shown 
71 times from June 16-Sept. 9 in 
a separate circus pavilion on the 
expo grounds.

Cirque du Soleil, the largest the-
atrical entertainment producer in 
the world, was founded in Canada 
in 1984 by former street perform-
ers Guy Laliberté and Gilles Ste-
Croix. Each show, with its own 
central theme and storyline, is a 
synthesis of circus styles from 
around the world.

National Museum to hold 
several exhibits within EXPO

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Exhibits featuring 
Kazakhstan’s honoured art workers, 
the Terracotta Army, ancient Egyp-
tian monuments and weapon arts 
will be held by the country’s nation-
al museum as part of EXPO 2017.

The June 6-July 10 solo exhibit 
will highlight Yerbolat Tolepbay, 
the country’s honoured art worker 
and state prize laureate, according 
to Tengrinews.

“Yerbolat Tolepbay’s inimitable 
style goes on the path of French 
post-impressionists. Vibrant col-
ours, plain eloquent forms and the 
plastic arts of evocative portrayal 
recall experiences of Henri Ma-
tisse [French artist] and Wassily 
Kandinsky [Russian painter and art 

theorist]. That said, his paintings 
maintain a national flair, balancing 
European and Asian perception 
of the environment,” reported the 
news agency.

Tolepbay’s works are kept at the 
Tretyakov Gallery, Russian state 
museums, Kasteyev State Museum 
of Arts in Almaty, Kazakh regional 
museums and private collections in 
CIS (Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States) and other countries.

The Terracotta Army of Qin Shi 
Huang (the first Emperor of China) 
exhibit will be held at the museum 
June 9-Sept. 10. The display is a 
collection of thousands of terracot-
ta sculptures depicting his armies.

The figures vary in height ac-
cording to their roles; the tallest 
are the generals and also include 
warriors, chariots and horses. Ap-

proximately 50 archaeological ob-
jects will be exhibited, including 
statues of warriors, weapons and 
utensils. The First Qin Emperor 
mausoleum is a United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organisation (UNESCO) World 
Heritage Site.

The museum also plans to or-
ganise “Sultan Beibars and his 
era” from June 10-Aug. 10. The 
exhibit aims to introduce visitors 
to the life and history of the rule 
by the Sultan of Egypt and Syria 
in the 13th century who hails from 
the steppes of modern-day Ka-
zakhstan.

“Ancient Egypt Monuments” 
will be held June 23-Sept. 3, fea-
turing exhibits from the collection 
of Tutankhamun, the Egyptian 
pharaoh of the 18th dynasty. The 
display includes his gold-plated, 
wooden chariot encrusted with 
semiprecious stones, throne and 
other items, noted Tengrinews.kz.

The second (June 30-July 31) 
solo exhibit on the list is Kazakh-
stan honoured art worker Batima 
Zaurbekova, whose works are also 
preserved at the national museum, 
Kasteyev Museum, Kazakh region-
al museums and private collections 
of in CIS (Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States) and other countries.

The July 3-Sept. 10 exhibit of 
arms from the Hermitage aims to 
showcase the advancement stages 
of weapons and arts, featuring 

items made by the work and tal-
ent of craftsmen from the past, 
shedding light on their unique fea-
tures and demonstrating numer-
ous forms and types of weapons. 
Nearly 70 pieces of Eastern and 
Western warfare will be presented.

Yerbolat Tolepbay’s 
inimitable style goes 
on the path of French 
post-impressionists. 
Vibrant colours, plain 
eloquent forms and 
the plastic arts of 
evocative portrayal 
recall experiences of 
Henri Matisse and 
Wassily Kandinsky.


