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President Nursultan Nazarbayev (C) addresses the participants of the second annual Astana Club meeting on Nov. 14.

NATION
Toll Roads to Bring 33 Billion Tenge to 
National Treasury by 2020 A2
Prosecutor General Offers New Methods to 
Fight Sexual Violence A2

ECONOMY&BUSINESS
AIFC, Infrastructure Financing Facilitation 
Office to Cooperate in Infrastructure 
Investment A4
Kazatomprom to Allocate $231 Million to S. 
Kazakhstan Region A5

EDITORIAL
Ahead of 25th Anniversary of Independence, 
Int’l Stance Reflects Kazakhstan’s 
Achievements Well A6

OPINIONS
TOKAYEV: Global Agenda Requires New 
Approaches A7
YERMEKBAYEV: Why Kazakhstan Created 
the Ministry for Religious and Civil Society 
Affairs A6

NATION&CAPITAL
Kazakh Stuntman Lands Major Role in 
World’s Biggest Aquatic Show B1
APCO Worldwide to be Responsible for 
American EXPO 2017 Pavilion B6

US$ 1 = 338.99 KZT   € 1 = 360.38 KZT      1 = 5.28 KZT

Kazakh National 
Bank Lowers Base 
Rate to 12 Percent

By Kseniya Voronina

ASTANA – The National Bank 
of Kazakhstan has reduced the 
base interest rate to 12 percent 
with a corridor of plus or minus 1 
percentage points, according to its 
Chairman Daniyar Akishev.

The liquidity provision opera-
tions rate is now 13 percent with 
the liquidity withdrawal opera-
tions rate at 11 percent.

The Bank lowered the rate be-
cause of the downward trend of 
inflation, which is consistent with 
the National Bank’s forecast, said 
Akishev.

“Also, de-dollarisation of bank 
deposits and the decline in infla-
tion expectations continues. At the 
same time, we have a sufficiently 
balanced approach to the decisions 
on the base rate. Reducing the base 
rate is possible with a substantial 
improvement in the economic situ-

ation and persistent signs of stabil-
ity in the financial market,” he said.

“Increased uncertainties in the 
global markets, which may be 
followed by the slowdown in the 
process of reallocation of foreign 
currency assets into the national 
currency, as well as the sensibility 
of the economy and the financial 
sector to external shocks, require 
a cautious approach to further re-
duction in the base rate. Should the 
economic situation significantly 
improve and persistent signs of 
stabilisation in the financial market 
are present, further cuts are possi-
ble,” the National Bank’s Nov. 14 
press release said.

The base rate is the interest rate 
that is emerging in the financial 
market on overnight loans between 
market participants.

The National Bank had lowered 
its base rate to 12.5 percent on 
Oct. 3. The next decision will be 
announced Jan. 9.

Kazakh Farmers 
Adapting 

to Chinese Market
By Botagoz Baltabayeva

ASTANA – In order to seize the 
Chinese market, Kazakh farmers 
need to unite in cooperatives, said 
National Chamber of Entrepreneurs 
Atameken Deputy Chairperson 
Nurzhan Altayev during a briefing 
on promoting his nation’s products.

China currently ranks third in 
the world in food imports after the 
European Union and the United 
States. The country imports more 
than $115 billion in foodstuffs eve-
ry year, but Kazakhstan’s partici-

pation is only 0.1 percent. Adapt-
ing to the Chinese market is not an 
easy task and one Kazakh farmers 
cannot handle alone, he said.

“Do not think that as the Chinese 
market is now open we all should 
run there. There will be very seri-
ous checks of the quality of products 
and their certification. To do this, 
we primarily need to ensure that our 
farmers are united in cooperatives. It 
would be very difficult to enter this 
market with small deliveries; there 
should be appropriate packaging of 
the product and certain volumes. 

Continued on Page A5

Kazakh President Addresses Astana 
Club, Urges World Based on Justice

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – Some of the world’s 
leading economic, political and in-
ternational relations experts gath-
ered in Astana Nov. 14-16 for the 
second Astana Club annual meet-
ing to discuss the global economy 
and relations. The gathering was 
organised at the Nazarbayev Cen-
tre by the Foundation of the First 
President of Kazakhstan – Leader 
of the Nation.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev addressed experts 
from the United States, Russia, 
China, Turkey, Iran and the Eu-
ropean Union about Kazakhstan’s 
role in global and regional issues, 
including nuclear disarmament, 
reported the Akorda press service.

The world needs new approach-
es to national, regional and global 
development, Nazarbayev said, 
noting conflicts destabilise global 
and regional security.  He under-
line prospects for cooperation 
between the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU) and the European 
Union.

“It is important to jointly deter-
mine a route for the creation of a 
common economic space of the 
Big Eurasia. In my view, such a 
perspective is unavoidable. The or-
ganisations such as the [Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation] SCO, 
EAEU, EU and the Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt project should deeply 
interact. This vector of continental 
and world development is impos-
sible to ignore without damage to 
the progress, prosperity and secu-
rity of each Eurasian nation. That 
is my principal position,” he said.

Nazarbayev noted that emerging 
macro-regional trade associations, 
including the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership, the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership should target the crea-
tion of the single Eurasian trade 
and cooperation space.

In addition, Nazarbayev outlined 
the importance of creating a world 
based on the principles of justice, 
trust, cooperation and universal re-
sponsibility.

“Kazakhstan’s mission is to 
make our region of Central Asia a 
strong bridge with two-way traffic 
between East and West, between 
North and South. So that there is 
a territory of interaction and col-
laboration, a model of peace, trust 

and global security,” he said.
“I am convinced that by the 

means of dialogue and nego-
tiations, the world can solve any 
problems, overcome the contradic-
tions and develop a common glob-
al development strategy for the 
entire 21st Century,” Nazarbayev 
added.

The Kazakh President also an-
swered questions concerning SCO 
development, rebuilding the Silk 
Road, nuclear disarmament, re-
gional cooperation and economic 
diversification.

FC Astana Wins Kazakhstan Cup 2016
By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – The Kazakh capital 
club defeated Kairat Almaty 1:0 
Nov. 20 in Almaty in the final match 
of the Kazakhstan Cup 2016.

Many had expected Almaty to 
win in revenge for giving way to FC 
Astana in the race for the national 
championship title.

A heavy snowfall was a big chal-
lenge to the footballers. However, 
both teams managed to show inter-
esting, tactical play.

In the first half, Kairat was more 
active; however, it was the visi-
tors who had the better chance with 

Yuri Logvinenko’s effort hitting the 
woodwork. Shortly before the break, 
Kairat’s Gerard Gohou went head-
to-head with Astana’s goalkeeper 
Aleksander Mokin but his strike into 
the near corner was too weak.

Minutes into the second half, 
FC Astana took the lead. Nemanja 
Maksimović’s cross found Junior 
Kabananga near the goal and the lat-
ter was clinical – 0:1. After that, the 
visitors turned more into defence. 
Kairat was naturally attacking more 
but none of their efforts, most of 
them through crosses and volleys 
into the penalty box, beat Mokin.

Shortly before the final whistle, 
Astana were close to scoring their 

second in a counter-attack. Djordje 
Despotović went head to head with 
Almaty’s goalkeeper Stas Pokatilov 
but his low strike went astray. Kairat 
still had a couple of more chances to 
equalise. Yet the visitors survived, 
which meant Astana added the Cup 
to their recent Super League title.

“I am very glad that we secured 
a double this season. I congratulate 
my players, the club management 
and fans with this victory. Today, we 
faced tough weather but both teams 
tried to show their best,” FC Astana’s 
head coach Stanimir Stoilov said.

“I congratulate Astana on their 
win of both the Cup and the cham-
pionship. As for today’s game, the 

weather had its impact on it. There 
was less [real] football and more 
of struggle and of long crosses. … 
We created many good chances but 
were short of luck today. If we look 
at how many approaches to our 
goal they had we can count with 
the fingers of one hand. Unfortu-
nately, we failed to convert our own 
chances. In the game of football, 
this is rarely forgiven. In a sim-
ple situation we let the opponents 
score a goal. However, I told my 
players that they had nothing to be 
ashamed of, since they delivered a 
decent play. I believe we were sim-
ply unlucky,” Kairat’s head coach 
Kakhaber Tskhadadze commented.

Nazarbayev’s Visit to Hiroshima Highlights 
Joint Striving for Nuclear Disarmament

By Aiman Turebekova

HIROSHIMA – Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev has 
been awarded the title of special 
honorary citizen of Hiroshima.

Nazarbayev, who visited the city 
as part of his visit to Japan on Nov. 
9, thanked the Hiroshima authori-
ties and public for granting him 
this title and highlighted that it is a 
sign of solidarity between Kazakh-

stan and Japan in the anti-nuclear 
movement.

“Being here in Hiroshima, which 
experienced the horrible conse-
quences of the atomic bombing, 
I urge world leaders to renounce 
nuclear testing in order to prevent 

another nuclear tragedy,” stressed 
Nazarbayev, who also noted the 
damage to Kazakhstan’s land 
caused by the nuclear testing done 
at the Soviet Union’s Semipalat-
insk test site over four decades.

He visited Hiroshima to pay 
tribute to the tens of thousands of 
mostly civilian victims of the two 
atomic bombs dropped on Japan 
by the United States during World 
War II in 1945. “Visiting the Me-
morial Peace Park of Hiroshima 

once again reinforced my belief 
in the importance we place on the 
field of nuclear disarmament and 
nonproliferation initiatives,” said 
Nazarbayev.

“The song ‘Zaman-ai,’ sung to-
day by young Hiroshima residents, 

is a symbol of our nations’ spir-
itual closeness in an effort to rid 
the world of the nuclear evil,” he 
added.

Nazarbayev also noted that he 
had earlier reached an agreement 
with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
regarding the joint efforts of Ka-
zakhstan and Japan in building a 
world free of the threat of weapons 
of mass destruction.

On behalf of all the residents of 
the city, Mayor of Hiroshima Ka-
zumi Matsui thanked Nazarbayev 
for his visit and praised him for his 
leading role in building a nuclear 
weapons-free world. “On Aug. 
29, 1991, you closed the Semipa-
latinsk nuclear test site, based on 
the wishes of the people of Ka-
zakhstan. You took the initiative 
to create a nuclear weapons-free 
zone in Central Asia and to an-
nounce Aug. 29 as International 
Day against Nuclear Tests. You 
play a leading role in building a 
world without nuclear weapons,” 
Matsui said.

Before his flight to South Ko-
rea for the second leg of his trip 
to East Asia, Nazarbayev took part 
in a press briefing dedicated to his 
fourth official visit to Japan. “I be-
lieve that as a result of the visit, 
we have achieved all the goals we 
set for ourselves. A joint statement 
‘On the special strategic partner-
ship between Kazakhstan and Ja-

pan in the age of Asia’s prosperity’ 
defines our relations as strategic, 
in-depth and trusted,” emphasised 
Nazarbayev.

The President noted the impor-
tance of Japanese companies’ in-
volvement in Kazakhstan’s busi-
ness projects, pointing out the 
agreement in developing small and 
medium-sized businesses as well 
as the interest of Japanese entre-
preneurs in agriculture.

“I hope that Japanese companies 
will come to us. During a meeting 
with captains of Japanese busi-
ness, they expressed their interest 
in Kazakhstan. Members of our 
delegation informed our Japanese 
colleagues about the business cli-
mate in our country. Today the cri-
sis is everywhere and countries are 
trying to save their money. How-
ever, notwithstanding all these fac-
tors, the respect for our country 
that they showed during this trip 
is a good sign,” said the President.

He also noted that the anti-nu-
clear weapons theme has a special 
place in relations between the two 
countries. “The consolidation of 
the forces of Kazakhstan and Ja-
pan and our joint initiatives are 
very important. The manifesto 
‘The World. The 21st Century’ is 
designed to put an end to weapons 
of mass destruction,” concluded 
Nazarbayev.
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Serbian PM Visits 
Astana, Brings Along 

90 Companies 
By Aiman Turebekova

ASTANA – Serbian Prime Min-
ister Aleksandar Vučić and Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
discussed in Astana Nov. 15 bi-
lateral agreements reached during 
Nazarbayev’s visit to Serbia in Au-
gust.

Nazarbayev noted that Serbia 
is an important European busi-
ness partner and there’s potential 

to increase economic relations. 
“There are 24 Serbian companies 
registered in Kazakhstan, only 15 
of them are currently operating. 
At the same time, a good exam-
ple of the successful work of Ser-
bian businesses in Kazakhstan is 
a company that participated in the 
construction of the metro, offices 
and banks. 

Continued on Page A3
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Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev congratulated Don-
ald Trump on his victory in the 
United States presidential elec-
tion, the Akorda presidential press 
service reported. Nazarbayev 
congratulated Trump on behalf of 
the Kazakh people, noting 2016 
marks 25 years since diplomatic 
relations were established between 
the countries. “I believe that under 
your leadership the United States 
will remain a mainstay in the main-
tenance of stability, security and 
prosperity throughout the world,” 
the Kazakh president said in a let-
ter to the U.S. President-elect. The 
head of state added he was confi-
dent Kazakhstan’s non-permanent 
membership in the U.N. Security 
Council in 2017-2018 will be an 
important period for both coun-
tries. Nazarbayev wished Trump 
good luck and invited him to visit 
Kazakhstan.

As part of Turkey’s Culture Days, 
Khabar 24 news agency broadcast 
Kazakh national songs performed 
by Turkish singers and musicians 
as Astana hosted a concert dedi-
cated to the 25th anniversary of 
Kazakhstan’s independence. Turk-
ish artists Cidem Gyurdal, Mustafa 
Eke and the Turkic world ensemble 
congratulated Kazakhstan on the 
anniversary. Kazakh artists Dimash 
Kudaibergenov, the band Khanzada 
and kobyz player Akerke Tazhiba-
yeva performed at the concert, and 
a fashion show of Ottoman-era 
clothes made in the women’s tech-
nical-vocational school in Adana 
was also part of the celebration. 
The Ottoman Topkapi and Dol-
mabahce palace museums and the 
motives of ornaments of that time 
were explored before preparing 
the costumes. Kazakh-Turkish co-
operation has always been distin-
guished by high performance, with 
regular concerts, competitions and 
festivals strengthening the cultural 
ties between the countries.

Foreign tourists have a growing 
interest in Kazakhstan, according 
to Kazakh TV. Since the begin-
ning of 2016, tourist inflow has 
increased 4 percent compared to 
the previous year. According to 
the Ministry of National Economy, 
more than 320,000 foreign tourists 
visited the country in six months. 
Tourism industry revenues in the 
period from January-June totalled 
15.4 billion tenge (US$45 million), 
which experts attribute to Kazakh-
stan strengthening business and 
cultural ties and integration. Begin-
ning next year, citizens of Austria, 
Brazil, Germany, Poland and 44 
other nations will be able to visit 
the country without entry visas. Re-
search indicates the most frequent-
ly visited destinations are Astana, 
Almaty and the cities of the West 
Kazakhstan region, and authorities 
are conducting major work to make 
them comfortable for leisure. Pro-
fessionals have noted another inter-
esting trend is the development of 
Kazakh ecological ethno-tourism, 
where travellers have the opportu-
nity to get to know the history of 
the country, experience its culture 
and stay in rural villages; in other 
words, have the chance to become 
nomads for a short period of time. 
Market participants are optimis-
tic about the next year and hope 
EXPO 2017 will give impetus to 
further developing and attracting 
foreign tourists and investors.

The Kazakh agro-industrial 
complex is undergoing large-scale 
modernisation, reported Khabar 
24. The rational use of land and 
biological resources and the com-
petitiveness of domestic products 
in world markets depend on the 
agro-industrial sector, it noted. 
This, in turn, is aided by the trans-
fer of new technologies and im-
plementing innovations. Uralsk 
has been working in this area for 
decades. The breeders in the region 
have not only preserved the entire 
gene pool of the perennial grasses, 
but also multiplied them to a col-
lection of 1,500 species. Scientists 
tested and zoned over 250 varieties 
of grain and more than 40 potato 
hybrids. According to the director 
of the Uralsk experimental station, 
the institute has four patents on 
grasses: Taipak, Uralsk 109, mil-
let and alfalfa. There are also new 
varieties of wheat – Uralsk, Zhiger 
and Zhaik 2.

Prosecutor General Offers New 
Methods to Fight Sexual Violence

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – Kazakh Prosecu-
tor General Zhakip Asanov has 
recommended all male prosecu-
tors finish their current rape crimi-
nal cases and not take on similar 
ones. He feels female prosecutors 
are preferable for cases involving 
sexually violent crimes.

“We sit here and know nothing 
that’s going on the ground and the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs does 
not know. No one from the chiefs 
in the ministry or chief prosecutors 
from the regions will call and say 
about these problems. [We need 
to] develop recommendations on 
how victims can defend them-
selves. Let’s start from these kinds 
of crimes and then in the future we 
will necessarily activate the work 
to help people, to inform them how 
competently defend their rights, 

and let us appoint a female pros-
ecutor for such a case,” he said, 
reported Tengrinews.kz.

Asanov emphasised law en-
forcement authorities have little 
knowledge of what is happening 
in the country in terms of violence 
and paedophilia.

“We have enough female pros-

ecutors. If we don’t, it is necessary 
to hire them. This is an urgent is-
sue which can be done quickly. We 
don’t need to spend either money 
or efforts,” he added.

He asked all regional chief 
prosecutors to charge their male 
prosecutors with finishing their 
rape criminal cases in a week and 
not to work on such cases in the 
future.

Deputy Prosecutor General An-
drei Kravchenko offered to create 
special websites which will help 
find paedophiles and rapists. He 
cited the experience of the FBI, 
which controlled a porn site for 
two weeks and found out more 
than 5,000 criminals. He also 
spoke about the Red Button online 
system in Norway, which allows 
an individual to quickly complain 
about suspicious dating attempts 
and grooming.

“Why not to do the same in our 

country? Is it a big problem to cre-
ate phishing websites for our law 
enforcement bodies? No, of course 
it is not a problem and it can be 
done in a short time,” he said at 
the board for preventing offenses 
against the sexual inviolability of 
minors.

“Today, there are 1,229 rapists in 
our prisons. Eventually, they will 
be released. But any clear, mean-
ingful prevention work is not car-
ried out. Therefore, we propose 
to conduct a special psychiatric 
examination to identify sexual de-
viations for every such criminal. 
As a result, we need to develop a 
treatment programme and recom-
mendations for the period of the 
sentence,” he said.

Representatives from the Pros-
ecutor General’s Office also rec-
ommended improving surveillance 
for all released criminals, increas-
ing the number of meetings with 

policemen and making the rules 
more severe. Annual special medi-
cal examinations of pupils to de-
termine sexual violence acts were 
also offered.

Kravchenko discussed cooperat-
ing with a civil movement headed 
by Dinara Ismailova and suggested 
the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence cooperate with the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs and train 300 
teachers from different regions 
who can instruct others on ways to 
fight against sexual violence.

“In Kazakhstan, 183 children 
suffered from rapists this year. This 
number is much less than last year 
(292 cases). Of course, it is impos-
sible to assess the situation using 
only figures. Every incident is a 
tragedy for a family, the whole so-
ciety; an open wound in the heart 
of a child. This year, 111 people 
were convicted for sexual offenses 
against children,” said Asanov.

Kazakh Researchers Make 
Advances in Design 

of Military Robot

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Kazakh military 
developers have created an ex-
perimental model of a terrestrial 
military robot that can operate as 
a scout during military actions in 
a city.

Experienced specialists of the 
Military Science and Research 
Centre of Kazakhstan’s National 
Defence University have been 
working to develop this robot. The 
robot is in the test phase to reveal 
its strength and weaknesses.

“This model is only experimental 
now. It allows revealing weak and 
strong sides on electronics, running 
gear and deployment. All tactical 
and technical characteristics an-

nounced belong to this sample. If 
we will be making an experimental 
sample on another platform as well, 
in that case all indicators – load ca-
pacity, throughput and control range 
– will increase,” one of developers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Temirzhan Kar-
bayev said, Sarbaz.kz reported.

The land scout robot can build 
a 3D model of terrain and spot 
safe pathways for military equip-
ment. Recognising firing points of 
an enemy, detecting mine studded 
areas and transmitting operational 
scenarios to a mobile command 
control centre are also among its 
capabilities. Additionally, it can 
evacuate wounded, sow mines and 
help put out fires.

Its communication and control 

transmission range is up to four 
kilometres, considered efficient 
for a terrestrial robot. This robot 
has more specific tasks than an 
unmanned aerial vehicle where a 
50-to-200-kilometres range is usu-
ally applied.

“Such a robot definitely does not 
go far away from troops, it moves 
in front to detect mine obstacles, 
weapon emplacements of an en-
emy, while an air drone determines 
the overall situation, aligns a gun-
ner for firing, locates an enemy. 
That is, the land robot may even 
cause firing on itself at some point, 
photograph a situation, it sees 
what an air drone will not see,” 
Karbayev noted, according to the 
news website.

As of today, the 24-kilogramme 
robot can reach a speed up to 60 
kilometres per hour in all weather 
conditions and seasons. Payload is 
75 kilogrammes.

Various equipment, such as 
video and audio system, sensors 
that identify obstacles, infrared 
camera or thermal imaging cam-
era, equipment for mine laying 
and blasting terrain and machin-
ery and trailed cart with winch 
(to transport wounded), can be 
placed on it.

If the nation’s military-industrial 
complex becomes interested in this 
new development, Karbayev says, 
then in about one and half years 
they will switch to a new expanded 
platform plus about a year on troop 
tests. A small batch sample might 
be completed in two years.

Mazhilis Approves 
Law on LEU Bank 

Staff Report

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s Mazhi-
lis (lower chamber of Parliament) 
approved Nov. 2 the draft law “On 
ratification of the agreement be-
tween the Kazakh government and 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) on establishing the 
low-enriched uranium (LEU) bank 
in Kazakhstan.”

Minister of Energy Kanat Bo-
zumbayev said that the IAEA LEU 
Bank will provide a supply of nu-
clear fuel to IAEA member states 
for use in civil nuclear power plants. 
The bank itself will be a reserve of 
low-enriched uranium, the starting 
material for the production of fuel.

The decision to establish an IAEA 
LEU Bank was adopted in 2006.

The IAEA set requirements for 
the country to host the LEU reserve: 
that it should have technologies and 
experience in this area, an effective 
system of export controls and be a 
nuclear-weapons-free zone.

“Kazakhstan, as the largest pro-
ducer of uranium, has an ability to 
process highly enriched uranium to 
low-enriched and intends to contrib-

ute to the development of peaceful 
nuclear energy. President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev announced the pos-
sibility of considering the bank’s 
placement in Kazakhstan in 2009. 
This intent was also confirmed by 
his statements at nuclear security 
summits,” said Bozumbayev while 
presenting the bill to the deputies.

The LEU Bank will be located at 
the Ulba Metallurgical Plant in Ust-
Kamenogorsk.

“It is the oldest nuclear industry 
enterprise and has been operating 
with similar material for more than 
45 years. The low-enriched ura-
nium will be stored in the form of 
hexafluoride in containers. The gov-
ernment approved the agreement 
between Kazakhstan and the IAEA 
April 27, 2015 and it was signed 
Aug. 27, 2015,” said the minister.  

The bank is to be an inviolable 
reserve to be accessed only in case 
of a crisis on the world uranium 
market.

Bozumbayev said that the prepa-
ration of security systems to ac-
commodate the IAEA nuclear ma-
terial in Kazakhstan is currently 
underway. To that end, more than 
20 IAEA technical missions with 
the participation of international ex-
perts specialising in various aspects 
of nuclear safety have been held.

“Recommendations to improve 
the legislation, the regulatory 
framework, public infrastructure 
and to control security in the use of 
nuclear energy were made as part 
of these missions. The purpose of 
these guidelines is to meet the pro-
visions of the agency’s safety stand-
ards, its nuclear safety and security 
documents, which ensures the high-
est level of security both for the en-
vironment and for the population,” 
said Bozumbayev.

Toll Roads to Bring 33 Billion Tenge 
to National Treasury by 2020

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – The gradual introduc-
tion of toll highways in Kazakhstan 
is projected to reduce the burden on 
the state budget and ensure self-suf-
ficiency for road maintenance. The 
toll system is planned on all roads 
which passed reconstruction and 
modernisation, said Minister for In-
vestment and Development Zhenis 
Kassymbek at the Nov.1 govern-
ment meeting dedicated to transport 
and logistics infrastructure develop-
ment.

The measures will increase the 
volume of fees under the current 
toll roads tariffs to 33 billion tenge 
(US$97 million) by 2020, he added. 
The length of toll roads is expected 
to reach up to 7,000 kilometres by 
2022. Roads of national significance 
are being constructed and renovated 

and maintenance quality and safety 
issues will become relevant.

In a five-year period, about 5,000 
traffic roads were renovated, more 
than 1,700 kilometres of rail roads 
constructed and the Aktau airport 

and sea port upgraded, reported the 
ministry’s press service.

Transport infrastructure devel-
opment is one of the important in-
dicators which directly affects the 
annual Global Competitiveness In-
dex assessment. In the latest figures, 
Kazakhstan lost 11 positions in this 
category, but has improved its posi-
tion by 19 points over the past five 
years.

“There are about 8,000 vehi-
cles per day passing the Astana–
Schuchinsk highway today. Thirty 
percent of this number are passen-
ger cars with the rate of one tenge 
(US$0.002) per kilometre. Lorries 
account for 70 percent with 15 tenge 
(US$0.044) per kilometre. The cur-
rent rate is lower than that of neigh-
bouring countries. In particular, this 
tariff rate for cars (converted to the 
national currency) totals five tenge 
(US$0.014) in Russia and 15 tenge 

(US$0.044) per kilometre in China. 
The average tariffs for freight trans-
port are 50 tenge (US$0.14). We 
will collect around 1.2-1.3 billion 
tenge (US$3.5-3.8 million) per year, 
which fully covers the road mainte-
nance costs,” said Kassymbek.

In the first phase, nearly 260 ser-
vice facilities are expected to be put 
into operation on the main roads by 
2020 as part of the Nurly Zhol pro-
gramme.

“The location map of objects was 
approved in agreement with the lo-
cal akimats (regional administra-
tions). Ninety-one facilities out of 
260 will correspond to the A and B 
categories, in which the entire range 
of services will be provided includ-
ing hotel services and shopping cen-
tres. Other facilities in the C catego-
ry will provide parking, food items 
and retail trade,” he added.

The existing 2,467 disparate ob-

jects of roadside service do not meet 
the national standard’s require-
ments.

“About 2,500 service facili-
ties currently do not meet those 
standards. We plan to do inven-
tory auditing for compliance with 
the requirements of the B, C and 
D categories in cooperation with 
local authorities at the end of the 
year. We will develop the measures 
to assist roadside service owners to 
conform to the minimum require-
ments of the approved standard 
and introduce the proposals to the 
government. The concessional 
lending opportunities are needed 
as part of the Business Road Map 
2020. We will work to address is-
sues connecting utilities networks 
(electricity, water and sewage) to 
these objects in cooperation with 
the local executive bodies,” said 
Kassymbek.
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NEWS IN BRIEF Nazarbayev Visits South Korea, 
Talks Business, Nuclear Security

By Malika Orazgaliyeva 

ASTANA  – During a Nov. 9-11 
state visit to Seoul, South Korea, 
President of Kazakhstan Nursultan 
Nazarbayev met with President 
Park Geun-hye, held talks with 
Korean business circles and vis-
ited symbolic places, reported the 
Akorda press service.

Nazarbayev and Park discussed 
economic, financial, investment, 
transport, communications, sci-
entific and technical cooperation. 
They also discussed international 
and regional issues, including nu-
clear disarmament and non-pro-
liferation, as well as global cyber 
security.

The two agreed to work to ex-
pand mutual trade turnover and 
bilateral relations.

Park expressed hope that the 
anti-nuclear weapons initiatives of 
Nazarbayev will receive intensive 
promotion as part of Kazakhstan’s 
non-permanent membership on the 
UN Security Council in 2017-2018.

The Korean side noted big inter-
est in cooperating in transit and 
transport. In this connection, Naz-
arbayev reminded that construc-
tion of Kazakhstan’s terminal at 
the port of Lianyungang on the Pa-
cific coast of China has been  com-
pleted.

“The terminal already trans-
ported about one million contain-
ers,” he said. “Also, a railway 
connecting Khorgos Dry Port 

with the sea port of Aktau on the 
Caspian Sea, as well as a railway 
through Turkmenistan and Iran to 
the Persian Gulf, were built. All 
of these directions could be used 
by Korean businesses,” Naz-
arbayev added.

Park said she was pleased to 
meet Nazarbayev on the eve of the 
celebration of 25 years since the 
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Korea and Kazakh-

stan. Kazakh-Korean relations are 
developing rapidly, she noted.

The parties also signed docu-
ments, including the joint decla-
ration on deepening the strategic 
partnership, joint plan of actions 
between the Kazakh Ministry 
of Investment and Development 
(MID) and the Korean Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Energy, 
memorandum between MID and 
the Korean Ministry of Land, In-
frastructure and Transport on the 
support of investment and innova-
tion projects in the field of trans-
port.

As part of his visit, Nazarbayev 
met with representatives of major 
Korean companies. He noted that 
Korea is one of the key partners 
of Kazakhstan in East Asia, men-
tioning that since Kazakhstan’s in-
dependence Korea invested about 
nine billion dollars.

According to Nazarbayev, areas 
of cooperation such as energy, ag-
riculture, engineering, construc-
tion, finance, investment, transport 
and logistics system are promising.

There are 465 joint ventures 
with South Korean capital in Ka-
zakhstan, Nazarbayev underlined. 
In the last three years, 14 invest-
ment projects worth over $160 
million had been implemented.

“We consistently improve our 
investment climate and business 
environment. The state programme 
on industrial and innovative devel-
opment is being implemented. In-
vestors of priority sectors receive 
tax breaks, special measures of 
support for small and medium-
sized businesses,” Nazarbayev 
said.

He reminded that a visa-free re-
gime and direct flights are avail-
able for citizens of the two coun-
tries. In addition, Nazarbayev 
invited Korean companies to par-
ticipate in EXPO 2017 in Astana.

“We are ready to cooperate with 
Korean companies in all economy 
sectors. I hope today’s meeting 
marks the opportunities and pros-
pects of mutually beneficial coop-
eration between business circles of 
our countries,” Nazarbayev con-
cluded.

Following the talks, Nazarbayev 
participated in a ceremony of lay-
ing flowers at the War Memorial of 
Korea and left a note in the Honor-
ary Guests Book. He also visited 
Yonsei University where he re-
ceived an honorary doctorship.

Czech Foreign Minister Visits Kazakhstan, 
Promotes Economic, Political Ties

By Aiman Turebekova

ASTANA – Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev and 
Czech Republic Foreign Minister 
Lubomir Zaoralek discussed Nov. 
21 at the Akorda Presidential Resi-
dence bilateral cooperation and 
agreements.

Nazarbayev noted the friendly 
relations with the Czech Republic 
and Czech President Milos Ze-
man’s 2014 visit. He also pointed 
out the two countries’ similar paths 
to independence.

“A painless process of state for-
mation of the Czech Republic is 
unique itself. Nowadays, despite 
economic challenges in Europe, 
your country has been develop-
ing at a positive pace, becoming 
a member of the European Union 
and the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganisation,” Nazarbayev said.

Zaoralek gave Nazarbayev a 

letter from the Czech president 
and said President Zeman is look-
ing forward to Nazarbayev’s next 
visit and participating in the EXPO 
2017.

The Czech minister also met 
with Nurlan Nigmatullin, chairper-
son of the Mazhilis (lower house 
of Parliament) and expressed a 
desire to continue the countries’ 
23-year history of good relations. 
They identified agriculture, engi-
neering, energy, pharmaceuticals 

and tourism as spheres for coop-
eration and said conditions will be 
created in both countries to foster 
new businesses.

Nigmatullin and Zaoralek also 
agreed to share their experience 
in dealing with international is-
sues. Nigmatullin also invited Jan 
Hamacek, chairman of the Czech 
Chamber of Deputies, to visit Ka-
zakhstan.

The foreign minister also met 
with his counterpart Erlan Id-

rissov, while more than 30 Czech 
entrepreneurs participated in a 
business forum that took place that 
same day.

“The main focus of our joint 
work should be actively promot-
ing direct dialogue and partnership 
between the business circles of the 
two countries,” Idrissov said.

Idrissov noted the Czech Repub-
lic is one of the most popular desti-
nations among Kazakh tourists and 
students. More than 2,000 Kazakh 
people study in higher education 
institutions of the Czech Republic, 
and about 100,000 Kazakh tourists 
annually visit the country.

“The [2014] meeting of our 
presidents has provided new im-
petus for the relationship between 
the countries. We have had rapid 
intensification of our cooperation. 
We decided to support Kazakh-
stan’s bid for the non-permanent 
membership in the United Nations 
Security Council; we became the 

fourth country of the EU that rati-
fied the Enhanced Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement between 
Kazakhstan and the EU. We also 
decided to participate in EXPO 
2017, as you might be aware, the 
Czech Republic has never partici-
pated in any specialised exhibition 
before. That shows our special re-
spectful attitude towards Kazakh-
stan,” Zaoralek highlighted at a 
joint press briefing with Idrissov.

He also congratulated the Ka-
zakh people on the country’s up-
coming anniversary of independ-
ence. “I really admire what you did 
during these 25 years. I am con-
vinced that it is something extraor-
dinary in the whole world around. 
I really admire what you have built 
in your country,” the head of the 
Czech foreign ministry said.

On Nov. 22, Zaoralek visited 
Almaty where another business fo-
rum was also to take place.

Kazakhstan, Turkey to Cooperate on Radio 
Communications Equipment Production

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – A Kazakhstan plant 
for production of defence electro-
optical products, also known as 
KAE (Kazakhstan Aselsan En-
gineering) and Turkish company 
ASELSAN agreed Nov. 10 to share 
technology to produce APC025 
Standard professional radio com-
munications equipment, according 
to a Kazakhstan Engineering Na-
tional Company’s press service.

The equipment will provide se-
cure communications for govern-

ment authorities and the Armed 
Forces of Kazakhstan. The compa-
nies hope to produce the first radio 
stations in the first quarter of 2017.

KAE is a structural division of 
Kazakhstan Engineering National 
Company with 50 percent of the 
shares, while 49 percent belong to 
ASELSAN and 1 percent belongs 
to the Turkish Republic’s Under-
secretariat for Defence Industries.

“It is gratifying to emphasise that 
our agreement was signed in the pe-
riod of celebrating of the 25th an-
niversary of Independence of Ka-

zakhstan. This is a significant event 
for the local enterprise KAE, which 
will contribute to the production 
diversification and development of 
Kazakhstan content,” said Chair-
man of the Board of Kazakhstan 
Engineering National Company Er-
lan Idrissov at the event.

He also noted the relevance of the 
proposed project within the modern 
requirements to the level of infor-
mation security.

Under the agreement, Kazakhstan 
will be launching the production of 
various models of radio stations with 

localisation levels from Semi-Knock 
Down assembly to high-technology 
production connected with the as-
sembly of the electronic circuit 
boards, states the press release.

“KAE LLP was formed back in 
2011 to meet the needs of the Ka-
zakhstan defence industry for elec-
tro-optical products,” according to 
its website. In December 2013, the 
company launched the plant, the 
opening of which was visited by 
Kazakh President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev. At that time, he talked 
about the importance of the crea-

tion of such high-tech industries in 
Kazakhstan.

Two years later, KAE was recog-
nised as a Leader of Innovations at 
the Astana Invest 2015 Internation-
al Invest Forum.

Currently, the company produces 
scopes, night vision monoculars and 
binoculars, thermal weapon sights, 
day vision sights, reconnaissance de-
vices, laser target designators, target 
locators, stabilised advanced remote 
weapon platforms. It also works with 
configuration of electronic circuit 
boards and production of IR lenses.

A Serbian delegation headed 
by Prime Minister Aleksandar 
Vučić visited Astana Nov. 14-16. 
The delegation included about 90 
representatives of different Ser-
bian companies who met with 
Kazakh companies at a business 
forum. Kazakh Prime Minister 
Bakytzhan Sagintayev discussed 
the prospects of a partnership 
with his counterpart. Kazakhstan 
and Serbia currently have a visa-
free regulation and free trade. As 
a result of the meeting, the prime 
ministers oversaw the signing of 
several documents including the 
two-year road map for coopera-
tion development and supply of 
Serbian fire trucks and other ve-
hicles. According to the Serbian 
Chamber of Commerce, the pro-
ject exceeds $3 million. Entrepre-
neurs from both sides also agreed 
to implement two major construc-
tion projects with a total value of 
$520 million and launch direct air 
flights next year that will connect 
the capitals of Astana and Bel-
grade.

A sturgeon farm from the Man-
gystau region will export fish to 
Georgia, as Kazakhstan is seeking 
ways to enter new markets abroad. 
The company’s management 
wants to go further, however, and 
is planning to enter the Chinese, 
Azerbaijani and Russian markets. 
The farm is currently cultivating 
sturgeon and will also produce 
caviar. The farm was launched in 
2014 as part of the Business Road 
Map 2020 programme. The in-
vestment totaled 650 million tenge 
(US$1.9 million) with an annual 
production capacity of 60 tonnes 
of fish. The first batch of produce 
was supplied to the local market 
in December. The Atameken Na-
tional Chamber of Entrepreneurs 
is providing local producers with 
the necessary aid for them to be 
able to export to markets abroad. 

One of the major achievements 
in Kazakhstan’s 25 years of inde-
pendence is the country’s election 
to the UN Security Council – the 
event that has drawn the attention 
of many politicians and experts, 
reported Kazakh TV. “According 
to the Russian diplomats, Kazakh-
stan’s election as a non-permanent 
member of the body is a sign of 
trust of the international commu-
nity and recognition of the impor-
tance of the initiatives proposed 
by Kazakhstan, particularly the 
anti-nuclear-weapons measures,” 
it stated. “We are confident that 
Kazakhstan will be able to carry 
out its responsibilities in the Se-
curity Council with dignity,” said 
Petr Iliichev, Russia’s first deputy 
permanent representative to the 
UN. “We highly value the initia-
tives and active role of Kazakh-
stan on the international arena. 
For instance, Kazakhstan’s initia-
tive on Interaction and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia and the 
International Day against Nuclear 
Tests couldn’t go overlooked. 
Thanks to President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, we support and con-
tinue the initiative of the world 
free from nuclear weapons tests.”

Industrial enterprises in the 
country are expanding their export 
capacities, according to Khabar 
24 news agency. Kazakh compa-
nies are now supplying produce 
to markets in Russia, Belarus, Uz-
bekistan, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, 
Iran and China. With this in mind, 
the management of Stepnogorsk 
Bearing Plant has begun large-
scale modernisation in an effort 
to further expand its export line. 
The project capacity of the plant 
is 72,000 bearings per year and 
production totals 1.8 billion tenge 
(US$5.2 million). 

Art as well as the works of great 
personalities bring people togeth-
er, reported Kazakh TV, referring 
to renowned Kazakh writer, poet 
and enlightener Abai Kunanbayev. 
More often referred to simply as 
Abai, he inspired many famous 
people with his written works and 
his poems have been translated 
into Russian, Tatar, Arabic, Mon-
golian, English, Chinese, Korean 
and German. Well-known German 
writer and literary critic Leonard 
Kossuth noted Abai’s poeticism 
and philosophy have a special and 
unique spiritual power.

Continued from Page A1 

It is obvious that it is necessary to 
continue to strengthen economic co-
operation,” the Kazakh head of state 
said referring to a company called 
Energo-Proekt which built a new 
office for Forte Bank in the Astana 
and a metro station in Almaty. 

The President said he hoped the 
meeting and Serbia’s participation 
in a business forum that took place 
the same day would strengthen bi-
lateral relations.

Nazarbayev invited Serbian 
companies to take part in the im-
plementation of Nurly Zhol, which 
is a programme of industrial-inno-
vative development.

“You will visit Nazarbayev Uni-

versity that brings together the best 
traditions of education and strong 
teachers from around the world. 
The university students are provid-
ed with the most modern material 
and technical resources for train-
ing, the primary task of this institu-
tion is to train high-level personnel 
for the effective implementation 
of public tasks,” Nazarbayev told 
Vučić at the start of their meeting 
according to Akorda.

Vučić thanked the Kazakh leader 
for the hospitality and noted Naz-
arbayev’s contributions to devel-
oping the country and its capital. 
He also stressed that Kazakhstan’s 
experience in various fields is use-
ful to Serbia. 

The Serbian Prime Minister also 

met with his counterpart Prime 
Minister Bakytzhan Sagintayev to 
discuss cooperation in trade and 
economic, agricultural and indus-
trial, logistics and transport, cul-
tural and humanitarian fields.

“We discussed many issues in 
the narrow format that need to 
be discussed in the framework of 
these orders by the heads of our 
states. The plan of activities has 
been set up, and our colleagues 
from ministries, national compa-
nies are working on it in order to 
comply with all these requests,” 
Sagintayev stressed.

The sides also signed a road map 
for Kazakh–Serbian cooperation 
for 2017-2018, as well as the proto-
col of intent between Astana may-

or’s office and Belgrade City Hall.
Astana hosted the Kazakh-Ser-

bian business forum with the par-
ticipation of more than 90 Serbian 
companies.

“We do not have a visa regime 
between our countries. Today, 
during a joint business forum, we 
will sign many documents; it will 
start in the areas that are await-
ing our business community,” said 
Sagintayev. 

President of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Serbia Marco Cha-
dezh also addressed the investment 
and economic attractiveness of his 
country. “We have a relatively 
good level of value-added tax that 
is 15 percent. This is less than in 
other countries,” he said.

Chadezh added that Serbia and 
Kazakhstan are interested in coop-
eration. “Kazakhstan is interested 
in the seeds, planting material, and 
this area is covered by two Ser-
bian companies, which carry out 
a large export to different markets. 
We hope that after negotiations 
with the Kazakh side, the volume 
of transactions will increase,” he 
concluded.

The Serbian side supported all 
of Kazakhstan’s proposals and 
expressed readiness to establish a 
free trade relationship.

At the business forum, the 
parties signed agreements and 
memoranda, including the one on 
opening direct air communication 
between Astana and Belgrade.

Serbian PM Visits Astana, Brings Along 90 Companies
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Green Technologies Learning Centre Kicks off 
to Support Transition to Green Economy

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov 

ASTANA – The Green Technolo-
gies Learning Centre, which com-
plies with Kazakhstan’s green en-
ergy concept, opened Nov. 8 in the 
capital. The centre is supported by 
the European Union (EU), United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and United Nations Eco-
nomic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), which are assisting the 
nation’s transition to a green econ-
omy model.

“This pilot project demonstrates 
in practice the examples of green-
ing of the existing business sector 
via integration of efficient technol-
ogies. Certainly avoiding pollution 
at all would be ideal for the ecol-
ogy, but we are working with the 
realities that we have now. When 
the business sector sees the profit-
ability, benefits and sustainability 
of such projects, it might motivate 
them to move towards green busi-
nesses,” said UNDP Deputy Resi-
dent Representative in Kazakhstan 
Munkhtuya Altangerel.

She added she hopes the project 
will be a bright example of imple-
menting green economy principles 
in the business sector.

“The urban agriculture helps cit-
ies to become smarter and greener. 
It helps countries on their pathway 
towards an inclusive green econ-
omy, which is a key feature of the 
green economy agenda both in the 
EU and in Kazakhstan,” said EU 
cooperation section head in Ka-
zakhstan Jean-Louis Lavroff.

Kazakhstan’s concept on transi-
tioning to a green economy aims 
to improve the country’s ecologic, 
economic and social development 
through responsible consumption 
of natural resources. The nation 
demonstrated its commitment to 
move towards sustainable devel-

opment and reduce carbon diox-
ide emission by signing the Paris 
Agreement, and educating local ex-
perts in green economy is an impor-
tant factor in its development.

The learning centre will train with 
new progressive methods which can 
be used in agriculture and implement 
advanced and resource-saving tech-
nologies. The centre will also provide 
opportunities for students at Kazakh 
Agrotechnical University, farmers, 
entrepreneurs and public organisa-
tion representatives to gain practical 
skills in the agrarian sector. Trainees 
will also study elements of the most 
advanced energy and resource-saving 
technologies that will help to improve 
ways of growing vegetables by effec-
tively using heat and energy.

At the opening ceremony, Min-
istry of Agriculture committee of 
water resources deputy chair Dau-
letiyar Seitimbetov highlighted the 
importance of developing the agrar-
ian sector and its contribution to the 
country’s food security.

The сentre, free of charge for 
university students, is located near 
up-to-date greenhouses using certi-
fied green technologies in their veg-
etable growing operation. A thermal 
power station allows creating a 
unique micro-climate and the green-
house structure isolates all crops 
from environmental impact, thus 
making them ecologically-friendly.

Investing in education helps to 

share knowledge between gen-
erations standing at the crossroads 
between the old “carbon” and new 
“low-carbon” economy. It is critical 
not to leave anyone behind in the 
process, said Lavroff.

“The EU supports the development 
of urban agriculture as it provides 
employment opportunities, enhances 
social inclusion, creates opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurship, alleviates 
food insecurity, diversifies the pro-
cess of teaching agronomy and biol-
ogy through interactive, experimental 
methods and develops skills to imple-
ment sustainable development ideas 
in practice,” he added.

Lavroff is a strong supporter of 
the programme.

“It also develops short supply 
chains, reducing costs for transport 
and emission of transport. Diversi-
fies local economy. Utilises organic 
wastes that can be applied as energy 
production and land fertilizer. Cre-
ates green infrastructure and land-
scapes. Preserves biodiversity and 
prevents from soil erosion. All of 
these are part of the green economy 
agenda,” he said.

Pilot projects similar to the centre 
in different Kazakh regions demon-
strate opportunities for gradual tran-
sition to a green economy through 
reducing pollution, saving the envi-
ronment and achieving a sustainable 
economy. The projects are finan-
cially supported by the EU, which 

will be spending 7.1 million euro 
(US$7.8 million), and the Ministry 
of Agriculture committee for water 
resources, UNDP and UNECE are 
partners in the programme.

Kazakhstan’s green economy 
concept policy, adopted in 2013, 
aims to diversify the economy 
through careful use of natural re-
sources. Effective water use is spec-
ified as the key pillar of the national 
concept and the programme goal is 
to contribute to the nation’s long-
term, environmentally-sustainable 
economic development, integrating 
the best environmentally-friendly 
practices and technologies in that 
sector. The project, which began in 
2015, will continue through 2018.

AIFC, Infrastructure Financing Facilitation 
Office to Cooperate in Infrastructure Investment

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – The activities of 
the Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC) were presented 
Nov. 8 at a high-level business 
seminar on Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank’s (AIIB) opera-
tions and projects in Hong Kong. 
The event was organised by the In-
frastructure Financing Facilitation 
Office (IFFO) of the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority.

AIFC Managing Director Saya-
sat Nurbek said during a meet-
ing with representatives of the 
economic and financial circles of 
Hong Kong that Kazakhstan and 
Central Asia have the potential 
to develop infrastructure invest-

ments. In this context, the Kazakh 
financial centre is interested in 
studying the experience of Hong 
Kong’s infrastructure investments 
and financial flows.

“This area is designed for the de-
velopment of infrastructure invest-
ment and financing and may also 
be of interest to potential investors 
to develop infrastructure projects 
in Kazakhstan,” Nurbek said.

The event attracted more than 
300 industry leaders among them 
about 40 IFFO partners, including 
multinational development banks 
and financial institutions, public 
sector investors, project devel-
opers, commercial banks, asset 
managers of financial firms from 
China, Hong Kong and foreign 

countries, according to Inform.kz.
The AIFC is currently collabo-

rating to develop interaction with 
the Hong Kong Monetary Author-
ity. Large-scale financing is sched-
uled to provide a platform for 
comprehensive financial services 
to businesses and corporations that 
invest in infrastructure projects 
along the Silk Road Economic 
Belt as part of the One Belt, One 
Road global initiative.

The AIFC adopted a Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority proposal on the 
development of a partnership with 
the newly created IFFO platform. 
The partnership with the AIFC was 
announced at the Private Participa-
tion in Infrastructure Project Fi-
nance in Emerging Markets seminar 

held Oct. 26 this year with the par-
ticipation of heads of international 
financial institutions in Hong Kong.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev signed the constitu-
tional law “On the Astana Inter-
national Financial Centre” Dec. 
7, 2015. The law supports the 
establishment of a leading inter-
national financial services centre. 
The AIFC is set to follow English 
law principles and standards with 
English as the official language of 
the centre.

The AIFC aims to create favour-
able conditions for investment and 
finance and develop the securities 
market, ensuring its integration 
with international capital markets. 
The AIFC also intends to develop 

insurance, banking and Islamic fi-
nance markets in the country.

The IFFO is a platform estab-
lished by Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority to facilitate infrastruc-
ture investments and their financ-
ing July 4. It is a growing platform 
that provides an opportunity to 
strengthen cooperation, research 
infrastructure investment and fi-
nancing opportunities.

The IFFO functions are to create 
a platform for the exchange of in-
formation and experience, increase 
capacity building and knowledge 
about investments in infrastructure 
and funding, promote market and 
development of new products, and 
facilitate investment in infrastruc-
ture and regulate financial flows.

Competition in the trade sector 
is escalating and businesses are 
relying on online sales, finprom.
kz reports. The volume of trade 
through online stores has grown 
by a factor of 3.5. Companies in 
the sector are increasing invest-
ment in their development against 
the backdrop of falling physical 
trade volumes. Active trade has 
dropped and as companies within 
the industry are trying to return to 
a high turnover they are increas-
ing investment in development. 
At the end of the first quarter of 
this year, the physical volume 
of goods and services in trade 
decreased 5 percent compared 
with the same period last year. 
The trade sector’s contribution 
to Kazakhstan’s gross domestic 
product decreased to 15.8 percent 
from 16.3 percent a year earlier. 
Despite the falling volumes, trade 
enterprises increased their invest-
ments by 38 percent, or 30 billion 
tenge (US$87 million) in the peri-
od from January to September this 
year. The total investment in fixed 
assets of enterprises amounted to 
109.5 billion tenge (US$317 mil-
lion).

According to Khabar 24, light 
industry in Kazakhstan is increas-
ing its production capacities. 
One of the show factories in the 
Zhambyl region, for instance, is 
going to double production vol-
umes. For each new season, the 
factory receives thousands of 
orders. Using domestic raw ma-
terials, the company processes 
leather at tanning and dyeing 
workshops. According to the head 
of the workshop, the company 
produces shoes of all sizes, us-
ing a shoe sole injection molding 
method. The manufacturers also 
use chrome provided from the 
local chrome plant. Another ex-
ample is a northern Kazakhstan 
garment factory that has already 
started to design sketches of out-
erwear from drape and cashmere. 
German designers are providing 
assistance in the implementation 
of the first women’s collection 
within the special programme. 
The management promises that 
domestic coats will be cheaper 
than imported products by 20 to 
30 percent.

In October, Kazakh consum-
ers spent some 667 billion tenge 
(US$1.9 billion) on shopping, ac-
cording to ranking.kz. That’s 10.2 
billion tenge (US$29.5 million) 
more than in September. Accord-
ing to the website, the volume of 
retail sales this October was 20.4 
percent higher than in 2015. The 
largest increase of retail sales per 
month was recorded in the West 
Kazakhstan region: 22.1 billion 
tenge (US$64 million) or 16.6 
percent more than in September. 
Second ranked is the Kyzylorda 
region: 15.2 percent more on the 
month or up to 18.9 billion tenge 
(US$54 million). Almaty residents 
as usual spent the most: Kazakh-
stan’s main financial centre re-
corded a whopping 187.4 billion 
tenge (US$543 million), which 
was 28.1 percent of total sales – 
27.4 percent - in September and 
26.8 percent in October last year.

In 2017, inflation in Kazakh-
stan will amount to 6 to 8 percent, 
the National Bank of Kazakhstan 
stated in its economic forecast for 
the next year – provided that oil 
prices are in the range of about 
$40 per barrel. “An inflation 
slowdown will occur as a result 
of stabilisation of the situation on 
world commodity markets, of a 
neutral fiscal policy, weak domes-
tic demand and savings behaviour 
of economic agents, including the 
moderately restrictive monetary 
policy in 2016. The main risk for 
accelerating inflation is a sharp 
drop in oil prices, below $30 per 
barrel, and if the prices stay at that 
level until the second quarter of 
2018. With this risk annual infla-
tion will exceed the target corridor 
in 2017 and in the first quarter of 
2018. Under these circumstances, 
the National Bank of Kazakhstan 
will adhere to a ‘rigid’ monetary 
policy until the second quarter of 
2018. The additional risk may be 
an increase in the non-oil deficit 
of the state budget in comparison 
with the planned targets in 2017 to 
2018,” the National Bank stated.

Nation’s Largest Online Sales Platform: Kazakh 
Auto Industry in Difficult Situation

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Kolesa.kz, Ka-
zakhstan’s largest online vehicle 
marketplace, recently completed 
a survey to determine why cars 
assembled in the country are not 
popular among citizens. Respond-
ers indicated price, concerns about 
quality and prejudice among the 
top reasons why potential buyers 
do not purchase locally-assembled 
cars, according to the research.

“It must be acknowledged that 
the Kazakh auto industry is in a dif-
ficult situation. Unpopular models 
are standing on the conveyor belt, 
which for some reason have to 
please everyone and meet the needs 
of the population, and unfortunately 
the prices are not competitive. The 
automotive industry will soon be 13 
years old and the balance still has 
not been found. Steps in the right 

direction, however, are still being 
made,” according to the source. 

The poll was conducted among 
1,200 people aged 18 and over. The 
results showed 35.7 percent worry 
about the quality of assembly, 30.1 
percent are not satisfied with the 
price and 14.2 percent said the Ka-
zakh auto industry does not have 
any cars that suit them. In addition, 
7.2 percent stated they will not be 
able to resell the vehicle for the 
same price and 5.6 percent heard 
about bad service and guarantee ob-
ligations which were not fulfilled. 
Only 4.1 percent said they currently 
own a car made in the state.

The main motivation when 
choosing any product is the value 
for the money, as well as compe-
tition from more affordable im-
ported goods, and cars are no ex-
ception. Therefore, the search for 
the problems in the domestic auto 

industry should start here, accord-
ing to Kolesa.kz. 

Many drivers believe cars as-
sembled locally should be cheaper 
than imported ones, but a variety 
of reasons prevent this from be-
coming a reality. 

“The price difference of similar 
competing models, for example im-
ported from Russia and local ones, 
can reach several hundred thousand 
tenge and the comparison is not in 
favour of domestic cars. In this situa-
tion, there are plenty of reasons to ac-
cuse manufacturers and dealers of the 
desire to get a profit, but actually the 
product becomes cheaper only with 
the very larger volumes of production 
and a more solid share of localisation 
than the Kazakhstan automotive in-
dustry can present today. For many 
years, our factories have served as 
packing workshops at stores. The 
product and packaging come sepa-

rately from abroad and are being as-
sembled there,” noted the website. 

The assembling plant receives a 
special kit from the original plant 
at a price lower than the finished 
car and obtains different privileges 
from the state. Such projects are 
more long-term ones, stated the re-
port. Plants do not make a profit in 
the first five years due to the need 
for numerous investments. 

The chief problems in the in-
dustry are that buying an imported 
car is cheaper than purchasing one 
assembled in Kazakhstan and the 
fact it depends on the exchange 
rate of the dollar and euro. 

Kolesa.kz also named the least 
popular among the Made in Kazakh-
stan cars – KIA Mohave, Grand Car-
nival and Quoris, Hyundai Grandeur 
and Genesis, SsangYong Chairman, 
Rexton and Actyon Sport, Jac M5, 
Chevrolet Malibu and Peugeot 3008. 

No more than 10 units of each were 
sold in the first six months of 2016. 

Sales of last year’s hit Hyundai 
Accent fell by 78 percent due to 
introducing the recycling collec-
tion, which significantly affected 
the market. Unfortunately, Toyota 
Fortuner has not met expectations 
due to the high price. 

The most popular cars assem-
bled in Kazakhstan are LADA, 
Hyundai and KIA. The biggest 
problem, however, is their most 
popular models are all imported 
from neighbouring Russia. 

The government is trying to solve 
the issues by introducing different 
privileges such as the concessional 
lending programme, which has im-
proved the situation. In 2015, only 25 
percent of auto loans were for vehi-
cles assembled in the country, while 
this year the number has reached 62 
percent.

Munkhtuya Altangerel
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Farm Loans to Reach up to 16 Million Tenge
By Zhaniya Urankayeva

ASTANA – Micro loans for rural 
entrepreneurs will be increased up 
to 16 million tenge (US$46,912), 
announced Minister of Healthcare 
and Social Development Tamara 
Duissenova at the Nov.7 govern-
ment meeting.

Last year, 11 billion tenge (US$32 
million) was allocated from the Em-

ployment Roadmap 2020 funding 
for preferential micro loans as part 
of the memorandum between the 
Agriculture Ministry and Ministry of 
Healthcare and Social Development.

“The Nur Otan Party initiated co-
lossal work on job creation and micro 
loans in rural areas. Unfortunately, 
there is very little advertisement. It is 
necessary to tell people about these 
instruments. I have a question if the 
increase of the loan amount has been 

discussed. I consider that three million 
tenge (US$8,796) for business devel-
opment in rural areas is not enough,” 
said Mazhilis (lower house of Parlia-
ment) Deputy Mukhtar Tinikeyev.

Six million tenge (US$17,592) for 
loans was already approved this year, 
noted Duissenova.

“We are collaborating together 
with the Ministry of Agriculture to 
increase the loan amount to 16 mil-
lion tenge (US$46,912) with a credit 

period of up to seven years. This is-
sue is currently under consideration 
and I believe it will be resolved fa-
vourably,” she said.

Duissenova added 6,834 micro-
credits were already issued in 2016, 
89 percent of which were allocated 
for agriculture, and 30.8 billion 
tenge (US$90 million) is expected 
to be provided for small loans this 
year. Previous practice has shown 
state programme participants use 

agriculture loans for livestock de-
velopment, as it is the most afford-
able business for farmers.

Rural entrepreneurs are current-
ly able to get a loan up to 6 million 
tenge (US$17,592) on favourable 
terms as part of the Employment 
Road Map 2020 initiative. The 
state programme assists in de-
veloping business in the Akkol, 
Bulandy, Shortandy and Zerenda 
districts.

Continued from Page A1

We, the National Chamber 
Atameken, are ready to help, to 
assist in this work; to accompany, 
almost by hand, all these entrepre-
neurs so they could enter the Chi-
nese market,” he added.

Altayev noted the chamber has 
been successful in its efforts to 
connect small honey farmers.

“For example, in the East Ka-
zakhstan region we have united 
1,500 farmers on honey production 
in a cooperative. By joint efforts 
and resources, they were able to 
organise a recycling and packaging 
plant and now with the volume of 
honey they produce together, they 
will be able to enter the Chinese 

market. A veterinary inspectorate 
was invited by China; they checked 
the quality of honey and were sat-
isfied with it and saw there were 
no additives or antibiotics. In the 
near future, a certificate will be is-
sued and, accordingly, the Chinese 
market will open for Kazakhstan’s 
honey,” he said.

The chamber intends to work 
on each product which domestic 
farmers are ready to supply, add-
ing the assistance is open to any 
Kazakh agrarian. The detailed step 
by step instructions are available at 
www.palata.kz in the special sec-
tion “Export to China.” Applicants 
need to complete a questionnaire 
providing specific details about the 
product and planned exports. Chi-

nese officials will read the docu-
ment first and if there is interest in 
the proposal, a veterinary inspector 
will be sent to check the products. 
Should the review be successfully 
completed, the appropriate certifi-
cate will be issued.

For more information, entrepre-
neurs can contact the call centre at 
8-800-080-80-10 or send a request 
to export@palata.kz.

Kazakhstan has every chance 
of entering the top ten countries 
exporting agricultural products to 
China, said Altayev.

“Our products are environmental-
ly friendly and globally marketed as 
organic in many countries, includ-
ing China. Kazakhstan’s products 
are in great demand and the prices 
are very, very different from the 
prices in the country. We looked at 
many types of products. Prices are 
five-seven and in some cases and 10 
times higher than in the domestic 
market of Kazakhstan,” he noted.

Altayev added changes have also 
been made in the meat industry. 
For many years, restrictions existed 
on Kazakh beef because it was be-
lieved there are certain risks of vari-
ous diseases. The restrictions have 
been lifted in nine regions and the 
National Chamber of Entrepreneurs 
is actively working jointly with the 
Ministry of Agriculture to remove 
similar barriers on other types of 
products.

Modern Nomad Creates Silicon 
Valley-Based Luxury Fashion Brand

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Nazim Paltachev, 
a 36-year-old businessman and 
modern nomad, has created the 
Silicon Valley-based luxury cloth-
ing brand Soul of Nomad. Current-
ly available only online at www.
soulofnomad.com, the company’s 
client base already includes people 
like Mark Cuban, Kenji Yamamo-
to, Craig Ziering, top level govern-
ment officials from several nations 
and valley executives.

The brand name is very strategic 
and at the same time emotional, 
said the Kazakh native.

“I have lived in many great 
countries and I truly feel that part 
of me is Kazakh, part of me is 
Russian and part of me is Ameri-
can. Throughout my childhood 
and adult life, I was always on the 
move between civilisations, coun-
tries, cities and most importantly, 
people. We wanted to capture in 
our brand Soul of Nomad the no-
madic heritage of my motherland, 
but at the same time reflect the 
modernity and mobility of people 
around the world,” he told The 
Astana Times.

Soul of Nomad is about being 
true to the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship, bravery and personal deter-
mination. The brand reflects the 
nature of Silicon Valley, where 
“people always strive for progress 
and reaching and stepping into 
new horizons,” he added.

The idea for Soul of Nomad was 
born during one of Paltachev’s 
transatlantic flights.

“I saw businessman and entre-
preneurs struggled to feel com-
fortable and look sophisticated. At 

the same time I wanted to create 
something that would be relevant 
to the Silicon Valley, where we are 
always on the move in our efforts 
to create great products, compa-
nies and technology. We are mod-
ern nomads. In order to achieve 
our goals we travel from place to 
place; in our determination to ide-
as, we are restless till we reach a 
set goal. Soul of Nomad is a luxury 
fashion brand with the main focus 
on travel and business. Our brand 
is about true entrepreneurial spirit, 
about a dedicated individual who 
is self-made, a person who leads 
others, person of strong character, 
person who has a true soul – Soul 
of Nomad,” he said.

The decision to choose a luxury 
segment was deliberate.

“It was shaped on the sugges-
tions of advisors and veterans 
of the U.S. fashion industry and 
professors from my alma mater, 
Pepperdine University. The main 

reasons were ease of entry, high 
margins, lower competition and 
ability to carve your own share of 
the market with our unique prod-
uct offerings,” he said.

The company is presently work-
ing on expanding its distribution 
network and the first stores are 
slated to open in the near future in 
major cities such as Los Angeles, 
New York and San Francisco. For 
international customers, world-
wide shipping is available.

“Right now we employ 10 peo-
ple, excluding numerous subcon-
tractors from the United States and 
Italy. Most of the fabrics we source 
from Italy, as well as hardware and 
labels. We have a team of talented 
designers,” said Paltachev.

The company pays specific at-
tention to details like fit engineer-
ing, craftsmanship, advanced fab-
rics, unique hardware and zippers 
and quality control.

As for the future of the Soul of 

Nomad, plans include growth in 
major metropolitan areas in the 
United States, Europe, and Asia 
via boutique mobile vans similar 
to Mercedes Sprinters and opening 
brick and mortar shops.

“In term of collections, we are 
planning to present our new col-
lection during spring New York 
Fashion Week, launch our luggage 
and accessories collection and of-
fer our clients unique and versatile 
wardrobe choices for travel and 
business,” he added.

Paltachev was born in Almaty 
and lived in Kazakhstan until 1990 
when his family moved to St. Pe-
tersburg, because his father, scien-
tist Timur Paltachev, was getting 
his PhD.

“I am an ethnic Uighur, but I 
was born on Kazakh soil; I think 
it would be fair to say that I feel 
Kazakh by spirit. I grew up with 
Kazakhs, Russians, Ukrainians 
and many other nationalities that 

populate Kazakhstan. Then I went 
to school in St. Petersburg and in 
1995 my family moved to Utah 
and then to South Dakota, where 
my father was teaching electrical 
engineering,” he said.

After finishing high school and 
enrolling in the university, Pal-
tachev’s family moved to Califor-
nia in 2000 where the future busi-
nessman continued his industrial 
engineering major at California 
State University, East Bay.

“After I got my degree, I was in-
vited to work for Financial Indus-
trial Group in Kazakhstan. From 
2005-2012, I worked in Kazakh-
stan on various engineering and 
commercial real estate projects. 
In 2012, I returned to the United 
States to continue my higher edu-
cation and received my executive 
MBA from Pepperdine Univer-
sity,” he said.

Paltachev added he decided to 
stay in the United States after earn-
ing the advanced degree, first of all 
for personal reasons.

“My father is a leading fellow in 
Advanced Micro Devices (AMD) 
and the main reason was that I 
didn’t want to separate my parents 
and my kids. It was important that 
my kids would be close to their 
grandparents and it was a major 
decision point. At the same time, 
due to regular travel I felt that 
there was the potential to create 
a fashion brand that would reflect 
Silicon Valley spirit and satisfy the 
needs of the discerning man with a 
modern nomadic spirit and to pro-
vide modern looks and elegance 
without diminishing comfort and 
versatility,” he said.

According to finprom.kz, Ka-
zakhstan’s railway carriers have 
become more active: this year 
their income from operations 
increased by 29 billion tenge 
(US$84 million). The industry 
is in a sweeping transition mode 
and carriers are trying to compen-
sate for the losses of the previous 
year. From January to September 
of this year income from freight 
and passenger traffic on the rail-
ways amounted to 530 billion 
tenge (US$1.5 billion), 6 percent 
more than in the previous year. 
The revenue growth was due 
to an increase in revenue from 
freight traffic. For the year, cargo 
revenue rose by 35 billion tenge 
(US$101 million), while revenue 
from the transportation of passen-
gers decreased by 6 billion tenge 
(US$17 million). During the first 
nine months of this year, railway 
companies carried 4 percent less 
cargo and luggage than last year. 
Passenger traffic fell by 22 per-
cent, and from January to Sep-
tember they transported 17 mil-
lion people.

Japanese and Korean business-
es will implement projects worth 
$2 billion in Kazakhstan, Kazakh 
TV reports. According to the TV 
channel, the agreements have al-
ready been signed at joint busi-
ness forums. Business meetings 
were held as part of the official 
visit of President of Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to Japan 
and South Korea. Over the past 
quarter of a century, trade turno-
ver between Kazakhstan and 
Japan made up $10 billion, the 
channel notes. Japan and Kazakh-
stan signed agreements worth 
over US$1 billion during the Ka-
zakh President’s recent official 
visit. The parties will develop 
cooperation in the chemical and 
petrochemical industries, innova-
tion, public-private partnerships, 
energy, finance, construction ma-
terials, tourism and trade. The to-
tal investment from South Korea 
in Kazakhstan over a span of 25 
years totals about $9 billion. Naz-
arbayev noted that the most prom-
ising sectors for cooperation are 
energy, agriculture, the car indus-
try, construction and transport and 
logistics systems. Today, there are 
some 465 joint enterprises with 
the participation of South Korean 
investment.

Clothing manufacturers have 
held on to jobs, finprom.kz re-
ports, despite falling consumer 
demand. The number of employ-
ees in the sector has not changed 
despite a total reduction of man-
power in the manufacturing in-
dustry of 11 percent. There are 
4,200 people engaged in the in-
dustry. The garment industry is 
the only sector of the real econ-
omy that managed to maintain its 
levels of staff amid the deteriorat-
ing economy. The labour force in 
the manufacturing industry this 
year decreased by 11 percent or 
38,000 people. Light industry is 
one of the priority sectors of the 
economy in Kazakhstan’s indus-
trial development plans.

Russian banks in Kazakhstan 
are trying to reduce pressure on 
the credit deposit base. Year-
to-date loans to deposits (LTD) 
dropped from 147 percent to 123 
percent. The ratio of loans to de-
posits in the banking sector is 91 
percent. Since the beginning of 
this year, the total loan portfo-
lio of Kazakhstan’s subsidiaries 
of the Russian banks decreased 
by 154 billion tenge (US$446 
million) or 11 percent. The loan 
portfolio of Russian banks in Ka-
zakhstan is falling faster than in 
the banking sector as a whole: 
from January to September the 
total loan portfolio of second-tier 
banks of Kazakhstan decreased 
by 0.4 percent. The deposit base 
of Russian banks in Kazakhstan 
has also stopped growing – since 
the beginning of the year the total 
deposit portfolio decreased by 80 
billion tenge (US$231 million) or 
6 percent. The entire banking sec-
tor of Kazakhstan in nine months 
increased its volume of deposits 
by more than 9 percent. In gener-
al, the situation in the sector looks 
better: for the same period, the ra-
tio of loans to deposits has fallen 
from 100 percent to 91 percent.

Kazatomprom to 
Allocate $231 Million to 
S. Kazakhstan Region
By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – Kazatomprom head 
Askar Zhumagaliyev announced 
the company’s plans to invest in 
the South Kazakhstan region dur-
ing a meeting with regional gover-
nor Zhanseit Tuymebayev as part 
of a visit to Suzak district, accord-
ing to Kazinform.

“I recently had a meeting with 
the head of state. The national 
company has committed itself to 
economic diversification and pri-
vatisation. We passed 27 subordi-
nate companies of Kazatomprom 
into private ownership. As a result 
of the transformation, in the cur-
rent year we have saved 17 bil-
lion tenge (US$49.8 million). It is 
planned to save 136 billion tenge 
(US$398.7 million) until 2025. 
However, for the socio-economic 
development of the South Kazakh-
stan region, we will allocate 79 
billion tenge (US$231.6 million) 
until 2025. For the construction of 
new social facilities, 800 million 
tenge (US$2.3 million) was al-
ready allocated. An additional 800 
million tenge (US$2.3 million) 
will be allocated by the end of the 
year,” he said.

Zhumagaliyev also talked about 
the role of the enterprise in the so-
cio-economic development of the 
region and facilities built with the 
participation of the national atomic 
operator for the import and export 
of uranium, rare metals and nu-
clear fuel for nuclear power plants.

“During the visit to the company 
and the field, I saw that the produc-
tion uses the newest technology of 
the last generation. We will contin-
ue our work in cooperation with the 
national company. Kazatomprom 
contributes significantly to the pro-
motion of the region’s economy. 
New enterprises were opened in 
Sholak Kurgan, where the products 
are being manufactured. Seventy 
percent of the companies’ employ-
ees, of which 7,000 people are lo-
cals, are residents of Suzak district. 
We need to improve such coopera-
tion,” said Tuymebayev.

The sides also signed a memo-
randum to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. The document will 
provide support and strengthen re-
lations in the social development 
field and prevent workers’ job 
losses and salary cuts, as well as 
improve the following legislation, 
according to the region’s adminis-
tration press service.

Kazakh Farmers Adapting 
to Chinese Market

Nurzhan Altayev
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Kazakhstan’s commitment to 
peace, for example, was shown 
in the early decision to close the 
Semipalatinsk test site and to 
renounce nuclear weapons. It has 
given Kazakhstan the authority 
to help lead the international 
campaign to end nuclear testing 
and move towards a world free  
of nuclear weapons.

The new Ministry will play an important 
role in helping Kazakhstan continue along 
its development path and incorporate 
the global standards enshrined in the 
100 Concrete Steps. This will be achieved 
through our three main responsibilities: 
ensuring the secularity of our state while 
protecting the interests of Kazakhstan’s 
religions and individual religious freedoms; 
strengthening civil society; and putting in 
place policies to help the development of 
young people within our country.
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Why Kazakhstan Created the 
Ministry for Religious and 
Civil Society Affairs

By Nurlan Yermekbayev

It is an unfortunate reality that ex-
tremism and terrorism have become 
global threats affecting all corners of 
the world. There has been a fivefold 
increase in deaths from terrorism 
since Sept. 11, 2001, with religious 
extremism overtaking national sepa-
ratism as the main driver of attacks. 
It is why stamping out religious ex-
tremism has to be at the top of the 
global agenda.

This task must start with young 
people who have been deliberately 
targeted by the extremists. They 
frequently feature in the so-called 
Islamic State’s propaganda videos 
while Twitter and other social me-
dia outlets have also been used to 
increase their appeal to the younger 
generation. Tragically, these attempts 
have encouraged thousands of young 
individuals to travel to Iraq and Syria 
to join the terrorists.

But the threat from this warped ide-
ology has not stopped within Iraq’s and 
Syria’s borders. Countries as far flung 
and different as the United States, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, France, Germany, Af-
ghanistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Mali, 
Nigeria, along with many others, have 
been hit by radical Islamist extremists 
in the last year. Kazakhstan sadly also 
joined this list when extremists struck 
in Aktobe in June.

It was a stark wake-up call for our 
society that has prided itself on tol-
erance and inclusive growth since 
we gained our independence 25 
years ago. Our response has been 
to strengthen our determination to 
preserve the secular nature of our 
country and its religious moderation 
while protecting the rights of reli-
gious believers and preventing and 
countering extremism through well-
thought-through and balanced poli-
cies. It is for these reasons, as well 
as for the need to further develop 
our civil society as a key partner and 
ensure youth is properly included in 
our country’s progress, that Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev has 
established the Ministry for Reli-
gious and Civil Society Affairs.

The new Ministry will play an im-
portant role in helping Kazakhstan 
continue along its development path 
and incorporate the global standards 
enshrined in the 100 Concrete Steps. 
This will be achieved through our three 
main responsibilities: ensuring the sec-
ularity of our state while protecting the 
interests of Kazakhstan’s religions and 
individual religious freedoms; strength-
ening civil society; and putting in place 
policies to help the development of 
young people within our country.

In the short- to medium-term, the 
Ministry will look to directly coun-
ter the threat of religious extremism 
through information and education. 
We will work with those who may 

already have been influenced by this 
warped ideology, as well as recon-
necting disenfranchised groups back 
into Kazakhstan’s society through 
economic, employment, and cultural 
programs. This last initiative is es-
pecially important as the biggest re-
cruiting tool for extremist groups is a 
feeling of disenfranchisement.

This gives us a special responsibil-
ity to make sure all our young peo-
ple feel part of our society and can 
contribute, through their talents and 
energy, to achieving our country’s 
long-term goals. The Department of 
Youth Policy has been established 
within the Ministry, with regional 
branches in all local government bod-
ies, which will be responsible for the 
Councils of Youth set up in every re-
gion. We also have almost 200 youth 
resource centers across the country to 
address the needs of our young peo-
ple. We must make sure the younger 

generation, including students and 
the unemployed, feel they belong to 
Kazakhstan’s society and do not fall 
prey to extremist ideologies.

The Ministry has also been given 
the task of strengthening the devel-
opment and role of Kazakhstan’s 
civil society within our country. 
This will build on the government 
grants already given to NGOs to 
help them develop and to support 
projects. There is a growing recog-
nition worldwide – including by the 
UN and OSCE – of the importance 
of civil society in countering extrem-
ism and terrorism. For this reason, 
Kazakhstan has been improving its 
legal framework to encourage the 
development of civil society institu-
tions based on the best foreign prac-
tices and standards. Our Ministry 
will build on this progress.

Kazakhstan, of course, has been 
actively involved in the global fight 
against violent extremism and ter-
rorism, as well as taking a leading 
role in religious and ethnic harmo-
ny. But it is also essential that we 
step up these efforts at home. The 
establishment of the Ministry for 
Religious and Civil Society Affairs 
is an important move in this direc-
tion. Not only will it help to counter 
the influence of warped religious 
ideologies within our borders but it 
will also strengthen the role of our 
civil society, accelerate our nation 
building efforts and give all our 
young people a bright future and the 
chance to play their full role in the 
development of Kazakhstan.

The author is Minister for Reli-
gious and Civil Society Affairs of 
Kazakhstan. The article was first 
published by TheDiplomat.com.

Ahead of 25th Anniversary of 
Independence, Int’l Stance 

Reflects Kazakhstan’s 
Achievements Well

When Kazakhstan took its first 
steps in the world as an inde-
pendent country 25 years ago, it 
had many challenges to over-

come. At home, the economy was in a bad 
state, public services were seriously under-
funded and the ethnic and religious mix of 
the population could have been a recipe for 
tensions in a society where problems had, for 
many years, been swept under the carpet.

Looking beyond Kazakhstan’s borders, 
the future seemed no less daunting. Despite 
its huge size, few people outside the region 
could point to Kazakhstan on a map. Even 
fewer would have given any thought to how 
the new country might make its own way in 
the world.

The country was located in an area which 
was considered remote, unstable and had 
large, powerful 
neighbours. It had 
to contend with an 
unwanted nuclear 
legacy in terms of 
both the arsenal 
it had inherited 
and the health and 
environmental 
damage a half 
century of nuclear 
weapons testing 
had caused.

These challeng-
es at home and 
abroad explain 
why Foreign 
Minister Erlan 
Idrissov, address-
ing the United 
Nations General Assembly in September, was 
characteristically honest when he spoke of in-
ternational doubts that the new country could 
survive, let alone, thrive. There was nothing 
inevitable about Kazakhstan’s progress over 
the last 25 years.

It was a gentle reminder of the background 
against which Kazakhstan today should be 
judged.  It was also an important reason for con-
fidence that the country can overcome the un-
doubted barriers to its ambitions for the future.

A symbol of the distance Kazakhstan has 
travelled since its birth as a modern, sover-
eign nation is in the countries to be repre-
sented at a high-level conference in Astana 
next week, “25 Years of Independence of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan: Outcomes. Accom-
plishments. Vision for the Future.” Senior 
politicians and leading academics from 
China, Russia, the United States, Germany, 
Finland, Turkey, Poland and Sweden among 
others are coming together to share their 
thoughts on Kazakhstan’s 25th anniversary.

Each of these nations are among those 
which have forged strong economic and po-
litical partnerships with Kazakhstan. In fact, 
the strength and breadth of these relationships 

has been one of the most striking achieve-
ments of the last quarter of a century and will 
provide an interesting area for the conference 
to discuss.

Looking around the world, it is hard to 
think of many countries that can match Ka-
zakhstan’s success in building such close ties 
with such a wide range of countries. They 
have been the building blocks of a foreign 
policy which has enabled Kazakhstan to play 
an increasingly influential role on the world 
stage and will see the country take its place 
on the United Nations Security Council in the 
new year.

They are ties, too, which have been based 
on Kazakhstan’s strong commitment to co-
operation, dialogue and peace. It is a com-
mitment all the more powerful for having 
repeatedly been seen in action as well as in 

words.
Kazakhstan’s 

commitment to 
peace, for example, 
was shown in the 
early decision to 
close the Semipal-
atinsk test site and 
to renounce nuclear 
weapons. It has 
given Kazakhstan 
the authority to help 
lead the interna-
tional campaign to 
end nuclear testing 
and move towards 
a world free of nu-
clear weapons.

Kazakhstan’s com-
mitment to dialogue 

has been shown by Kazakhstan’s repeated 
willingness to act as a mediator to defuse con-
flicts as well as the country’s efforts to bring 
the great religions together. Here, too, one can 
point to the young nation’s success in having 
shaped a stable and harmonious society from 
people of so many different origins and faiths.

Kazakhstan’s commitment to co-operation 
has been highlighted by the unwavering sup-
port it has given to the United Nations and 
to other international bodies so countries can 
come together to find solutions to Kazakh-
stan’s common problems. Kazakhstan’s invita-
tion to host the IAEA low-enriched uranium 
fuel bank, accepted by the international com-
munity, is just one example where co-opera-
tion has been turned into practical action.

Kazakhstan’s world, of course, is very 
different than in 1991. We have seen huge 
political, economic and technological changes 
which show no sign of slowing up. But this 
uncertainty makes the goals of peace, dia-
logue and co-operation even more important. 
As the conference will discuss, they must 
remain the guiding lights for Kazakhstan as 
we prepare for the next stage of our develop-
ment as a nation.
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Bolashak Association Leader Urges 
Youth to Test Themselves in Business

By Zhaniya Urankayeva

In 1993, Kazakh President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev launched Bo-
lashak (Future), an international 
scholarship programme which has 
become one of the most important 
breakthrough projects aimed at 
increasing Kazakhstan’s competi-
tiveness as a nation. Throughout 
the 23 years, 12,040 scholarships 
have been awarded.

In 2001, some of the first gradu-
ates created the Bolashak Associa-
tion, which today brings together 
more than 1,500 people, represents 
the interests of the group at differ-
ent levels of public institutions and 
uses the potential of the “Bolashak-
ers” as they came to be known to 
discuss and tackle serious public 
issues.

Zhumatai Salimov, a member of 
the Bolashak Association’s Coun-
cil, answered a few questions about 
the entity’s main projects, accom-
plishments and challenges.

Before starting our talk about 
members of the association, tell 
me about yourself: when did you 
graduate from the programme 
and how did it contribute to you 
personally?

I graduated from the programme 
in 2008 when I finished a masters 
course in Washington D.C. with 
the specialty public administration. 
For eight years, I occupied a senior 
managerial position in public ser-
vice and just recently I took a cru-
cial decision to move to business. 
Currently, I am working in the oil 
service companies’ development 
sector. By completing this path, I 
can recommend all on the basis of 
my personal experience to direct 
your efforts to building a business 
and real sector.

Please share figures – how 
many bachelors, masters and 
other specialists are there in the 
country and how many others like 
you got their degrees through the 
programme?

If talking in the context of all 
Bolashak graduates, so out of more 
than 8,000 of them, 47 percent are 
masters; 29.5 percent bachelors; 19 
percent completed different qualifi-
cation traineeships; doctorate stud-

ies, 1.1 percent; clinical residency, 
1 percent; postgraduate studies/in-
ternships 0.6 percent.

What areas are in the highest 
demand?

The most popular is the humani-
tarian sphere; 52.4 percent of grad-
uates are in this area. As for the 
technical field, the number is 38.6 
percent; medicine, 7.1 percent; ar-
tistic, 1.9 percent.

These numbers are impressive, 
because I believe no other country 
provides opportunities for citizens 
studying abroad at state expense 
at such a scope. To what extent are 
graduates of the programme de-
manded in today’s labour market?

They are in demand. It is espe-
cially notable today, when the state 
requires foreign companies to in-
crease the local content. All large 
international companies have our 
employees; their language com-
petences and qualifications are no 
worse than of many expats current-
ly working in Kazakhstan.

Do graduates demonstrate en-
thusiasm to work as middle spe-
cialists?

You know, [irrelevant] ambitions 
and [too] high expectations are 
only there for three months. Then 
a person wants to eat. Showing off 
is not a long process. This is not the 
first year of the programme. Twelve 
thousand scholarships were award-
ed and 8,000 persons completed 
their education, not to mention 
those students who studied abroad 
on their own or obtained good local 
education. No doubt, knowledge is 
important, but it is essential to re-

member about experience, which is 
often valued above all.

The highest concentration of 
graduates is in Astana and Al-
maty. Do people from the regions 
want to return to their territories 
after completing their education?

Let me say that during the ac-
ceptance process, rural candidates 
have some benefits and advan-
tages. Furthermore, the conditions 
are being created for them to return 
and help the development of their 
regions. Currently, representatives 
of all oblasts participate in the 
programme; we also have region-
al representations in Kokshetau, 
Uralsk and Petropavlovsk.

What does the association do to 
employ the graduates?

We have been implementing a 
career centre project which assists 
young specialists in employment 
and promotion. The centre’s da-
tabase of candidates and employ-
ers exceeds 4,000. In 2015, more 
than 40 persons found employment 
through this instrument. The free of 
charge online platform hr.bolashak.
kz for seeking vacancies is func-
tioning. Moreover, a programme 
called Internship Bolashak was 
launched. It focuses on providing 
Bolashak graduates with paid in-
ternships in companies partnering 
with the programme.

What are other responsibilities 
of members of the association?

Our activities are concentrated in 
four directions. Those are charity, 
development of entrepreneurship 
among youth, transfer of knowl-
edge and promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle.

Everything connected to charity 
falls within the responsibilities of 
the Bolashak Charity, within which 
mass actions like Crossfit Bolashak 
were organised, races and cycling 
events.

Another direction is Bolashak 
Business, an important task of 
which is to persuade graduates 
of the Bolashak and progressive 
youth that high-ranking positions 
are not the most important thing 
and they can also do well in busi-
ness. Within this direction, over the 
last two years we have organised 
the Startup Bolashak contest and 

provided opportunities to young 
people to start their own businesses 
if they win the contest. The contest 
is implemented in the format of a 
reality show and broadcast on a na-
tional TV channel. We also had the 
Bolashak Business Cases initiative. 
Schedules in any business univer-
sity are based on business cases. 
Commonly traditional business 
cases are used. By doing so, we 
practically did not have cases from 
Kazakhstan. Therefore, we decided 
to issue the first collection of Ka-
zakh business cases called Bolas-
hak Business Cases, where we ad-
dressed various problems related to 
business administration from the 
perspective of national enterprises.

Our new charity project is Bolas-
hak Lunch lottery, where a winner 
will share a lunch with one of the 
most popular and demanded Ka-
zakh musicians Kairat Nurtas.

You also pay special attention to 
educational programmes.

Sure, we pay attention to edu-
cation matters, for the association 

accumulated sound intellectual re-
sources and we consider it impor-
tant to distribute knowledge fur-
ther. Our team undertakes various 
trainings and couching sessions.

Along with all abovementioned 
initiatives, we have the initiative 
called “Our knowledge is for our 
country.” It is a series of lectures 
for universities and schools. When 
we recall our times at school, as a 
rule we realise that lectures of guest 
speakers were the most interesting, 
since they motivated many students 
through their personal example. 
That is why our guys visit certain 
regions and speak in front of audi-
ences sharing their experience.

Most commonly they dispel 
myths about the Bolashak pro-
gramme, according to which the 
scholarship is supposedly for spe-
cial ones. All the procedures are 
transparent and a huge number of 
scholarships are provided. There 
are special incentives for youth 
from rural areas.

Describe the project of dubbing 
Hollywood films in the Kazakh 
language, which was positively 
evaluated by society.

Thanks for the praise. Indeed, 
we pay special attention to devel-
opment of the Kazakh language. 
We have been implementing this 
project since 2011. Thanks to the 

efforts of our team, Kazakh is now 
one of thirty “official” languages 
of Hollywood. As of now, we have 
dubbed around 15 popular films.

We witness strictly organised 
work within the association. Is it 
possible for any willing person to 
join it?

If a person is an active citizen 
and he shares our aims and objec-
tives, he can enter the ranks of our 
team. It does not matter if a person 
is a graduate of the Bolashak or 
not. For this purpose, it is enough 
to fill in the blank and submit an 
application. Non-Bolashakers are 
accepted at meetings of the asso-
ciation once a year.

Does the association plan to or-
ganise any event prior to 25th an-
niversary of independence?

On this occasion we have the 
project called “25 Good Deeds,” 
for purposes of which we launch a 
number of initiatives in eight direc-
tions. These events are taking place 
throughout the year in all regions 
of Kazakhstan, where special at-
tention is paid to charity projects 
designed to provide targeted social 
aid, including instrumentation of 
cabinets of psychological and ped-
agogical correction, support of in-
clusion in educational institutions, 
travel grants, charity balls, etc.

Global Agenda Requires New Approaches
By Kassym-Jomart Tokayev

In this article I would like to re-
flect on some of the major interna-
tional trends in the context of the 
25th anniversary of Kazakhstan’s 
Independence. This milestone is 
not only a good opportunity to 
make observation of the country’s 
remarkable achievements bearing 
in mind that at the dawn of Kazakh-
stan’s Independence many political 
scientists believed that this country 
didn’t have a chance to become a 
viable sovereign and independent 
nation; but is also a good opportu-
nity to analyse the developments of 
the whole world over the last quar-
ter-century.

The world has changed dramati-
cally. We ourselves and our states 
have also started to change.

Twenty-five years ago the end 
of the Cold War created an illusion 
that international relations would 
be marked by real harmony. That 
did not happen. Moreover, in recent 
years we have been witnessing the 
emergence of a new and potentially 
more rigid confrontation. This en-
mity is different in nature: unlike 
the bipolar ideological rivalry dur-
ing the Cold War era, the new con-
frontation is based on national stra-
tegic interests.

A quarter-century ago, China was 
an impoverished country, whose 
geopolitical interests were confined 
by regional frameworks. Now it has 
reinvented itself as a distinct politi-
cal and economic pole of the global 
world.

Twenty-five years ago it would 
have been difficult to perceive the 
enormous role of such regional 
organisations as the BRICS, the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO) and the ASEAN in world af-
fairs. Nowadays, the importance of 
these regional structures cannot be 
ignored. Multi-polarity has become 
an irreversible trend in the modern 
world. As for the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation, this interna-
tional body with a universal agenda 
is playing an increasingly important 
role in the international relations 
and is becoming more attractive 
which is evidenced by the upcom-
ing accession of India, Pakistan, 
Iran and possibly other countries.

Twenty-five years ago, interna-
tional terrorism was just nascent. 
Now it has become the main threat to 
global security. To eradicate terror-
ism is quite possible, but it requires 
united efforts which, unfortunately, 
is not the case, as is seen in Syria. 
The President of Kazakhstan, Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev, put forward an 
initiative of building a UN-led Glob-
al Counter-Terrorism Network to 
consolidate efforts in fighting terror.

In this unstable situation in the 
world we are rightly concerned 
about cybersecurity. The advance-
ments in science and technology 
have completely transformed the 
life of humanity in the last quarter-
century. At the dawn of our inde-

pendence we could hardly have 
imagined the spread of such social 
networks as Facebook and Twitter. 
The Arab Spring brought up a new 
phenomenon of the Internet Revo-
lution. Donald Trump’s unexpected 
victory once again has revealed the 
advantages of social media over 
traditional journalism.

Twenty-five years ago Syria, 
Libya, Yemen and even Iraq were 
relatively prosperous states. Now 
they have become hotbeds of inter-
national tension and are in the fore-
front of the global agenda. In these 
circumstances, Russia by having 
sent its troops to Syria has seized 
the strategic initiative in the Mid-
dle East. Iran has also significantly 
enhanced its influence in the region.

Twenty-five years ago even in the 
most frightening dream we couldn’t 
imagine the events that took place 
in Ukraine in 2014 and its subse-
quent confrontation with Russia.

During the last quarter-century 
the world, including Kazakhstan, 
went through three financial crises. 
Now it is clear that such shocks 
will repeat regularly and challenge 
the stability of the world economy 
in the foreseeable future. Therefore, 
we need really new, truly innova-
tive approaches to solve economic 
problems which have to be sepa-
rated from politics.

In the mid-1990s Samuel Hun-
tington’s work on the Clash of Civi-
lizations was commonly criticised. 
Today we must admit that this theo-
ry has become a bitter reality. There 
are conflicts and contradictions not 
only between major religions, but 
within religions too: between Shias 
and Sunnis, Orthodox Christians 
and Catholics. Against this back-
drop, the initiative of the President 

of Kazakhstan on convening regu-
lar Congresses of the Leaders of 
World and Traditional Religions 
is increasingly relevant. All reli-
gious leaders obtained a chance to 
get engaged in dialogue with emi-
nent politicians, including heads of 
state, government and international 
organisations, in an effort to facili-
tate the elimination of threats to the 
world order.

The presidential election in the 
United States has undoubtedly be-
come this autumn’s major political 
event. Donald Trump’s victory al-
lows us to draw the conclusion that 
nationalism is becoming a resur-
gent and dominant global phenom-
enon. In other words, the events in 
the U.S. will certainly have a strong 
impact on world politics, as well 
as on domestic situation in many 
nations, including European coun-
tries.

The issue of nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation is still 
very much acute. The President of 
Kazakhstan consistently advocates 
the reduction of the nuclear threat. 
As a wise and pragmatic political 
leader, he realises that the current 
situation will not lead to a complete 
nuclear disarmament. However, we 
need to make possible the genu-
ine non-proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction, most notably, 
of nuclear weapons. Imagine such 
weapons falling into the hands of 
terrorist organisations such as ISIS, 
Boko Haram, Al-Shabab, Al-Qaeda 
or the Taliban. Then it will be an 
end of the world.

The role of Central Asia in global 
politics is growing. We should be 
concerned about strengthening its 
security. In the early 1990s, even 
the world’s major powers underes-

timated the threat to security posed 
by the Taliban movement. Now Af-
ghanistan has become a long-term 
hotspot.

Besides, Central Asia must unite 
efforts to resolve pressing issues of 
the region such as the shortage of 
clean water, as well as drug and hu-
man trafficking.

We anticipate a more active role 
of the United Nations in ensuring 
international security. This univer-
sal and indispensable global body 
must adequately respond to the 
diversification of threats. The UN 
reform must be aimed at improving 
its efficiency and credibility. Today, 
the Secretary General of the UN 
has a more challenging job com-
pared to his predecessors during the 
Cold War era, who acted mainly as 
messengers between the two super-
powers. Nowadays, the Secretary 
General needs to become a real 
politician and must take seriously 
the advent of regional organisations 
and the growing influence of de-
veloping countries in the UN. The 
newly elected Secretary General, 
António Guterres, should in the first 
place ensure the coherent work of 
the Security Council, which ceased 
to play the role of “collective intel-
ligence” due to notorious differenc-
es on Syria and Ukraine.

Kazakhstan will be acting as a 
non-permanent member of the Se-
curity Council in the coming two 
years and will be advancing its 
agenda in this principal UN body. 
Kazakhstan will be voting in the 
UNSC on major issues, including 
Syria and Ukraine.

Today we are standing on the 
verge of completely new break-
throughs in science and technology 
which will reshape the world entire-

ly in the next quarter-century. The 
way of life and even the mindset 
of the people will change. A small 
group of the most developed na-
tions will act as a driving force and 
will lead the whole world. Middle 
income countries able to copy and 
absorb technological inventions 
will follow them. Alas, the rest of 
the majority of the countries may 
be left on the sidelines of world 
development, and this will have 
serious repercussions on global se-
curity. The advancement in science 
and technology will result in more 
than one billion people becom-
ing unemployed, compared to the 
current 200 million. This will also 
have serious consequences for the 
development and security.

International economic coopera-
tion can be a primary tool for ensur-
ing the well-being of our citizens. 
The Chinese project of the Silk 
Road Economic Belt plays a huge 
role in this regard. The initiative 
was first presented by President Xi 
Jinping during his visit to Astana 
in 2013. Kazakhstan is determined 
to implement this strategic project 
on its territory. A unique sweeping 
programme “Nurly Zhol” (“Bright 
Path”) has a particular focus on this 
project.

Those are some of the major is-
sues that, in my mind, deserve care-
ful attention of experts, political 
scientists and politicians in terms 
of planning and contemplating our 
common future.

 
The author is Chairman of the 

Senate of the Parliament of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. The ar-
ticle is based on the remarks de-
livered at the Astana Club meet-
ing on Nov. 16.

Zhumatai Salimov
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Swedish Artist Joins Kazakhstan 
in Nuclear Non-Proliferation Efforts

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Exhibition First 
Lightning, in which Swedish artist 
Tove Krabo unveils the horror of 
the consequences of nuclear explo-
sions, opened in Astana’s Museum 
of the First President Nov. 2 and 
will be open until Dec. 2.

The artist visited Kazakhstan’s 
former Semipalatinsk nuclear test 
site to get the feel of the horrible 
nuclear legacy the country has in-
herited. She said her drive to fight 
for a nuclear-weapon-free world 
came to her when she was 11 years 
old.

“Sweden, my home country, 
was thousands of kilometres away 
from Chernobyl,” she said in an 
exclusive interview with The Asta-
na Times.

“The radioactive cloud from 
Chernobyl moved to parts of Swe-
den and had an impact on us, too. 
Radiation knows no national bor-
ders. Swedish news was the first 
to report about increased levels of 
radiation as they were measured in 
Sweden and a warning was issued. 
Only after that, was the news re-
leased worldwide about the catas-
trophe. Swedes could then protect 
themselves before the Ukrainians 
and Belorussians had a chance to 
take action.”

“I loved to play outdoors, I loved 
nature – most people do. On this 
particular day they announced on 
the radio that we needed to closely 

follow the weather forecast, and 
the clouds that moved in the sky,” 
she recollected.

“The rainfalls during this par-
ticular spring were contaminated 
by caesium 137. It was very dan-
gerous, but perhaps no one could 
predict how dangerous. Moreover 
it was an invisible danger. This 
made it very scary,” she said.

The invisible radioactive clouds, 
she said, made it impossible for 
kids to pick berries in the forests 
and the following summer there 
was a forced mass-slaughter of 
reindeer.

For the young girl, the Cherno-
byl accident became a symbol of 
death and disaster.

“Mutations of living species. 
The destruction of our ecosystem 
for thousands of years ahead. And 
yet this was in fact not new. I did 
not at the time know of the nu-
clear tests that had been induced 
on purpose in Kazakhstan. Cher-
nobyl was the one incident that 
convinced me that we must aim 
for a nuclear-free world. My later 
knowledge of what happened in 
Semipalatinsk has only reinforced 
that opinion.”

One artist-activist reflects 
on another

When she heard about local 
painter and Honorary Ambassador 
of The ATOM Project Karipbek 
Kuyukov, she compared his works 

with the works of Frieda Kahlo 
and saw deep into the hidden lines 
as an artist.

“When I see Karipbek Kuyu-
kov’s paintings, such as ‘First 
Explosion,’ or a portrait titled 
‘Zhenis Sekerbayev’ or the por-
trait of ‘Berik Syzdykov,’ I think 
that these works talk to me even 
without the knowledge of the art-
ist’s connection to the subjects. He 

integrated his personal story, but 
that is information I don’t need in 
order to appreciate – and to feel 
– the works independently. They 
are strong and fine paintings on 
their own merit. They remind me 
of some of Frieda Kahlo’s paint-
ings. I would like to see more of 
such paintings, and maybe a series 
of self portraits – literally, just like 

Frieda Kahlo, who painted her-
self – from Kuyukov! I admire his 
force and commitment. What he 
does art-wise is life-affirming. He 
deserves all attention and recogni-
tion that he can have.”

According to Krabo, in Sweden, 
the cultural debate focuses a lot on 
identity politics and personal rep-
resentation.

“Can, for instance, a white male 

talk on behalf of black female? 
Can the more privileged express 
anything they haven’t lived them-
selves? Some artists argue that 
identity is not predetermined but 
fluid and based upon one’s experi-
ences. And my standpoint has been 
to look at art rather independently 
from the persona of the artist. If 
we were only to depict or tell sto-

ries from our own horizon, there 
would be little imagination. In the 
worst case, that would be saying 
that there would be less empathy. 
In the way I perceive art, there is 
room for role play, imagination, 
swapping perspectives. I like the 
idea of good’s fool. That there is 
uncertainty of the messenger.”

It is not necessary to be an in-
teresting person to make great art, 
she said.  “Art can be born out of 
boredom, too. And in art history 
we had decades where minimalist 
art and industrially made art took 
the position that there should be 
no trace of human craftsmanship; 
its logic was that representational 
subject matters should be eliminat-
ed. But [Kuyukov] is not detached 
from his art, the choice of his mo-
tifs, the way he is performing his 
art. Can we really say that the out-
come of his art is not intrinsically 
linked to something that happened 
with him personally? This is where 
theories become interesting! I 
would like to hear from Kuyukov 
himself how he perceives this. Can 
anyone compete with him in tell-
ing the story that he tells?”

Semipalatinsk Nuclear 
Test Site

“In a way, it felt as if I knew the 
place, as I spent quite some time 
making paintings of the iconic 
Polygon concrete towers before 
going there. To me personally 
these buildings seem more iconic 
than, for instance, the Eiffel Tow-
er. I haven’t spent hours looking at 
pictures of the Eiffel Tower. The 
Polygon was a ghost-like place in 
my mind, but even more surreal in 
reality. It’s a place where human-
ity has moved on. Even the city of 

Kurchatov [the centre of nuclear 
planning and activity in Semi-
palatinks] seemed like an old film 
set where the actors and film crew 
moved out. We went there with 
cars, guided by people from the 
National Nuclear Centre in Kur-
chatov. The snow fell lightly and 
the road was like taking a road to 
the centre of nothing, yet it is the 
epicentre of all the harm. I liked 
that our excursion was a combina-
tion of both scientific-driven and 
artist-driven desires to figure out 
what the place was like. I left the 
Polygon with far more questions 
than I had before I came there.”

“I documented the whole visit, 
especially The Polygon site, the 
National Nuclear Centre in Kur-
chatov and the Museum of Anat-
omy in Semey, but I also found 
the mannequins intriguing, the 
ones that are used for medical stu-
dents at the University in Semey. 
I think the experience was too 
overwhelming to give an immedi-
ate answer to what kind of works 
that will be the outcome just yet. 
It gave me the feeling of, I owe it 
to someone to do something about 
this!”

Krabo said she was touched by 
the hospitality of the people in Ka-
zakhstan.

“In Kurchatov, we were received 
by the mayor and in Semey we 
were received by the mayor, the 
depute mayor and many more. I 
was given Abdizhamil Nurpei-
sov’s book “Blood and Sweat” 
by a friendly journalist, which I 
am about to read. When we met 
these people, we sometimes talked 
about similarities between our na-
tions and our peoples. Sweden is 
also void and cold, with long, dark 
winters.”

External Risks to Kazakhstan’s Growth Remain, AIFC to 
Be One of Silk Road Economic Belt’s Hubs, Says EBRD

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – The European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) has launched its 
first inflation-linked tenge bond 
in Kazakhstan. The announce-
ment was made by EBRD Direc-
tor in Kazakhstan Janet Heckman 
Nov. 15 during presentation of the 
2016-17 “Transition for all: Equal 
opportunities in an equal world” 
and Regional Economic Prospects 
reports.

“In order to celebrate the Day 
of the Tenge, EBRD yesterday 
launched its first inflation-linked 
bond in Kazakhstan. We placed 
$100 million worth of funding in 
tenge at inflation-linked rates and 
we will be doing another 100 mil-
lion in early December. This is re-
ally a first for EBRD and a first for 
Kazakhstan,” she said in her open-
ing speech.

The EBRD signed 27 projects 
worth of around 620 million eu-
ros (US$663.5 million) and ap-
proximately 800 million euros 
(US$856.2 million) are expected 
at the close of the year.

“The policy of inflation target-

ing of the National Bank is mov-
ing in the right direction. Yester-
day, we also saw the base rate 
drop to 12 percent and by the 
end of the year inflation will be 
a single digit. We believe that the 
best policies for borrowers to bor-
row [is the] floating rate, because 
rates are decreasing. For us, our 
own funding now in tenge will be 
linked to inflation,” Heckman said 
exclusively to The Astana Times.

She added EBRD’s analysis 
tends to be a bit more optimistic 
compared to other institutions.

“But I think the result is the fact 
that we know Kazakhstan very 
well. We’re currently working in 
almost all the regions of Kazakh-
stan. The result of our optimism 
comes from reality and our expe-
rience on the ground,” she said.

Heckman also spoke about 
EBRD’s strategy for promoting 
gender equality.

“In the Almaty region, for ex-
ample, in transport we discovered 
that there were certain regula-
tions that were discriminatory. We 
worked closely with the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs and Almaty aki-
mat to help to change the regula-
tions. Now we see the first women 

bus drivers in the city. We find 
women are very entrepreneurial, 
especially if you look at the small-
medium enterprises. We see quite 
a number of successful examples, 
one of which was recently high-
lighted by ‘The Financial Times’ 
– our client Madlen which does 
cakes, confectionery products and 
cafes all across Kazakhstan,” she 
said.  

As part of his Regional Eco-
nomic Prospects report, EBRD 
Lead Economist for Central Asia 
Agris Preimanis noted that despite 
several quite difficult years, Ka-
zakhstan is weathering the crisis 
very well.

“It’s largely thanks to the state 
money that is being used to sup-
port the economy, also reforms. 
Of course, we still see signifi-
cant outside risks. Since we last 
had a similar meeting in Febru-
ary this year, some of them are 
new. From my perspective, when 
I think about the downside risks 
and you have what is happening 
in the Central Asian region and in 
smaller countries in Central Asia 
[are] as important as many other 
external risks,” he said.

Preimanis added the global and 

regional security situation also 
matters in terms of the external 
environment.   

“We are projecting 0.7 percent 
growth this year and this is down 
from 1.1 percent that we project-
ed early in May. The main reason 
is what is happening with the se-
curity situation and how this af-
fects the confidence of business-
es and confidence of investors 
looking at the country. In terms 
of the next year, it is 2.4 percent. 
Inflation is very high at the mo-
ment and we are projecting that 
it will be 14.8 percent this year 
and go down to 7.5 percent next 
year,” he said.

He noted tenge liquidity has im-
proved and inflation is moderating 
with a gradual decrease. Deposit 
dollarisation started to decline 
and accounted for 66.9 percent in 
September compared to 80.4 per-
cent in January. All these positive 
trends indicate the country’s mon-
etary situation has been improv-
ing.

Preimanis added the oil price 
at around $50 is comfortable for 
Kazakhstan as it is not creating 
stress, but at the same time is not 
something the country can use as 

an anchor for growth. It is at a 
level that provides stability.

“The One Belt, One Road is be-
coming real. The most important 
question for Kazakhstan is the 
policy question of how to take ad-
vantage of the Belt and Road initi-
ative. The Belt and Road will cre-
ate the possibility of a much more 
integrated financial system across 
the border. The Astana Interna-
tional Financial Centre is a very 
interesting concept from this per-
spective. The Silk Road Economic 
Belt will need financial hubs and 
business hubs along the route. If 
we play it right here in Astana, 
there is an opportunity to have one 
of the hubs of the Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt,” he said.

Alexander Plekhanov, Deputy 
Research Director at the EBRD 
Chief Economist Office, presented 
the transition report on inequality 
issues in the EBRD region. The 
analysis resulted in many concern-
ing findings, but there are also a 
number of reasons for optimism.

“It’s not surprising that for a 
long time people in the region 
were much less satisfied with their 
lives than people elsewhere. The 
happiness gap in the last five years 

or so has disappeared. Income 
grew, but also life satisfaction 
grew,” he said.

Most of the increasing inequal-
ity happened in the early years of 
transition; since then, official sta-
tistics vary from country to coun-
try. Transition brought traumatic 
experience, but redistribution with 
the emphasis on improving the 
equality of opportunity through 
education, financial inclusion and 
better connectivity is of great im-
portance.  

On average, the levels of oppor-
tunity inequality in the EBRD re-
gion are moderate. They are much 
lower than in other emerging 
economies and the United States, 
but are still higher than in Western 
Europe, according to the report.

“In Kazakhstan, over the last 
five-six years the Gini coefficient 
on official measure actually de-
clined by around two percentage 
points. But it is not what people 
think. If you ask people, the ab-
solute majority of people think 
that inequality is high and rising. 
Few people think that inequality 
is moderate and falling. The only 
exception is Tajikistan,” said Ple-
khanov.
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Roman Krech Wins Speed Skating 
World Cup Stage in China

CULTURE

Kazakh Documentary Wins Special 
Prize at Russia’s Science Film 
Festival
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Elementary School Teacher: Core 
Values Remain Unchanged

B

ASTANA ARENA
November 24 at 10 p.m. FC Astana vs. FC APOEL 

BARYS ARENA
November 25 at 7:30 p.m.   HC Barys vs. HC Admiral

November 27 at 5 p.m.   HC Barys vs. HC Amur

ASTANA OPERA
November 27 at 12 p.m. Wind instruments

December 1 at 7 p.m. Turandot, opera

December 2 at 7 p.m. Golden pages of wind instruments

December 7 at 7 p.m. Evening of classical music

THINGS TO WATCH & 
PLACES TO GO

Officials Promise Fairy-Tale Astana 
for New Year Holidays

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – The New Year is just 
around the corner and the capital 
of Kazakhstan is set to become the 
most alluring city of the country.

Astana’s Department of Culture 
has begun preparing decoration 
ideas for the city. As expected, 
residents and guests of Astana will 
witness 17 trees and four ice towns 
ahead of the New Year holidays, 
tengrinews.kz reports.

According to the Department 
of Culture, centrepieces will be 
located on the square near Khan 

Shatyr Mall and the Kazak Yeli 
monument, close to the Music Hall 
restaurant, the Astana Circus area, 
in front of the Astana International 
Airport, near the Alau Ice Palace, 
at the entrance of Stolichny Park, 
next to the city administration 
building, near the Kazakh National 
Academy of Choreography, on the 
city’s central square, in front of the 
Ministry of Finance, on the square 
near Zhastar Palace, next to Zhan-
nur Mall, near Zhastar Theatre, on 
188th street and on the embank-
ment of the Akbulak River.

“We developed the concept and 
design sketches of four major ice 

towns, which will be located at the 
Khan Shatyr Mall, at the square in 
front of the city’s akimat, on the 
embankment of the Yessil River 
and in Students Park,” city offi-
cials said.

During the holiday Astana will 
turn into a fairy-tale city beautified 
by small architectural forms such 
as “Magic Arbour,” “Ice Deer,” 
“Blue Circle with Toys,” “Little 
Engine” and “Fir Tree with Toys.”

“Every year, we introduce a new 
design for the city decoration. We 
use decorative LED arches and 
New Year adornments with the 
addition of a new colour palette. 
This year we will add a range of 
turquoise hues. We use tinsels and 
decorations from previous years,” 
they added.

Kazak Yeli square, Otan Kor-
gaushylar (Fatherland Defenders) 
monument, the School Children’s 
Palace and the area near the city 
administration building will be 
also decorated in fairy-tale style.  
LED balls, stars and baubles will 
make trees sparkle along the city’s 
roads.

Unusual and glowing light in-

stallations in the form of tunnels 
will be installed near the Astana 
Concert Hall (the former Congress 
Hall), on the Baurzhan Momyshu-
ly Avenue and Nurly Zhol (former-
ly Water-Green) Boulevard.

This year, more than 50 build-
ings will feature the New Year and 
EXPO 2017 decorative elements.

Local residents will also witness 
a large LED installation named 
“Palace Wall” with pergolas and 
EXPO 2017 motifs at the Bait-
erek Monument. Festive illumi-
nation will be gleaming on bridge 
and safety fences, as well as park 
lampposts, according to the De-
partment of Culture.

Particular attention will be given 
to the design of the embankment 
of the Yessil River. New Year’s il-
luminations along the Yessil foot-
bridge will create a holiday mood. 
Creative lighting will be installed 
along the embankment. Children 
and adults will be able to fly down 
an ice slide, which is one the fa-
vourite attractions for Astana resi-
dents, city officials added.

Magic transformations in the 
city will begin Dec. 18.

South African 
Adventurer and his 

Challenging Trip Bring 
Kazakhstan and His 

Nation Closer
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – Travelling keeps 
one’s mind open to new horizons 
and impressions. Experiencing 
other cultures promotes peaceful 
co-existence. South African travel-
ler David Clinton Marcus and his 
exciting discoveries are a good ex-
ample of a way to rise above social 
and geographic distances and see 
all people as one.

In a five-year period, Marcus 
visited 69 countries. Unfortu-
nately, he was not able to finish 
a trip across Asia to Japan as his 
car broke down and he returned 
home.

A year later while travelling in 
Kazakhstan, Marcus had a car ac-
cident April 22 near Balkhash, a 
city located on the northern shore 
of the lake of the same name. No-

body was hurt, but his two cars 
were completely written off.   

The Kazakh Geographic Soci-
ety (KazGeo) supported the trav-
eller for his trip home along with 
members of the Kazakh and South 
African diplomatic missions, al-
lowing his expedition to contribute 
to establishing cultural relations 
between the countries.

“I am extremely grateful to all 
parties who assisted me in achiev-
ing the success I have. Less than 
six months ago I was in Almaty 
selling my possessions collected 
during five and a-half years of 
travel through 69 countries. Now, 
I’m safely back in my home coun-
try having traversed three con-
tinents and passed through 27 
countries. Without KazGeo’s help, 
this would not have happened,” he 
said.

Continued on Page B6

Soviet Cakes Were 
Hard to Get but 
Worth the Try

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – These days there 
are plenty of cakes that are beau-
tiful on the outside, but preten-
tiously sweet and unappetising on 
the inside. It is no surprise then 
that recipes for Soviet cakes are 
carefully collected and published 
on the Internet, magazines and 
books.

“In the USSR, a cake was more 
than just a dessert. It was the pin-
nacle of the feast, an apogee of 
wellbeing filled with nearly all in-
gredients and in big amounts – a lot 
of biscuit, nuts, jam and crème,” 
noted a story on ussr-kruto.ru.

Cream was used to make pink, 
white and green-coloured rose 
forms to top a cake.    

“During Soviet times, many 
used to bake cakes at home, es-
pecially Napoleon and Medoviy. 
The working population used to 
buy them, as homemade cakes 
were time consuming,” said 
Karaganda-born entrepreneur 
Gulnara Ashirbayeva, who shared 
her memories with The Astana 
Times.

Cake was not immediately 
part of a Soviet person’s diet. As 
strange as it sounds, long ago they 
were not even perceived to be a 
dessert.

Russian cookbooks had only 
cookie and curd cakes. Cakes from 
the 1939 Russian “Book of Tasty 
and Healthy Food” leave an odd 
impression of dishes made from 
improvised agents, according to 
the website. Later cookbook edi-
tions, however, had biscuit, al-
mond, lemon, vanilla and other 
familiar cakes.

“From the mid-1950s, a cake in 
the USSR was an indispensable 
attribute of a festive table,” said 
Ashirbayeva. 

The names alone were interest-
ing – Napoleon, Skazka (“Fairy 
tale”), Abrikotin (named after 
liquor made of apricot seeds) and 
Rog izobiliya (“Cornucopia”).

Soviet cakes were pompous, 
as though invoking an image of 
a “sweet” socialist life. Needless 
to say, Soviet cookery did well 
spawning this feeling and cakes 
began symbolising wellbeing and 
sufficiency.

Continued on Page B5

Kazakh Stuntman Lands Major Role 
in World’s Biggest Aquatic Show

By Lyazzat Shatayeva

LAS VEGAS – Kazakh stunt-
man Damir Mouzdybaev is star-
ring in Le Rêve, the world’s largest 
aquatic extravaganza voted “Best 
Production Show” in the city for 
six consecutive years.

Enchanting, mesmerising, ex-
citing, fantastic, mysterious are 
some of the most common reac-
tions to Le Rêve. The production 
is a combination of acting, danc-
ing, acrobatics, stunts and mo-
tion graphics put together to nar-
rate a touching love story. The 
show was inspired by and bears 
the name of Pablo Picasso’s 
1932 masterpiece, which was 
once owned by billionaire Steve 
Wynn, proprietor of the Wynn 
Hotel Casino where it is staged. 
Director Franco Dragone previ-
ously guided many of the criti-
cally acclaimed Cirque du Soleil 
productions.

Le Rêve challenges common 
perceptions of human physical 
capabilities, agility and strength. 
The show features 90 performers 
from a dozen countries and 250 
cast and crew members. The act 
takes place in an aquatic stage 
with an excess of 3.7-million-liter 
water capacity. As the name sug-
gests, the show is a journey into a 
woman’s dream where an entirely 
new world unfolds in an array of 

areal stunts, high dives and under-
water acts.

Mouzdybaev joined the pro-
duction more than a year ago and 
has since played one of the lead-
ing characters – the main antihero 
of the story. Besides the profes-
sional challenges the part entails, 
Mouzdybaev had to move from 
New York to Las Vegas, shave his 
head and learn to use make-up. Be-
tween gruelling rehearsals and two 
shows per day, the actor took some 
time from his busy schedule to sit 

down with The Astana Times for 
an exclusive interview.

 Tell us where it all started. 
How did you first get involved in 
performing arts and gymnastics?

I was actually born in the circus. 
I am a second-generation perform-
er. In 1980, my father decided to 
join the circus. He was born near 
Taldykorgan. He and his buddy de-
cided to join the circus. They went 
to Moscow. They graduated from 
the Circus College there. My mom 

was a singer from Semipalatinsk. 
Once she went to Moscow to com-
pete in a singing contest, so that’s 
how they met. I was born while 
they were performing, so I grew 
up watching them perform for 15 
years. I first stepped on stage back 
in Kazakhstan when I was six. I 
did some little acts, clown or mag-
ic acts for the Kazakh traveling 
circus. That’s when the fire started 
and now I’m keeping that fire go-
ing.

Continued on Page B2

Marriott Wins World Travel Award 
as Country’s Leading Business Hotel

By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – The capital’s Mar-
riott Hotel won the World Travel 
Award as Kazakhstan’s 2016 
Leading Business Hotel. Marriott 
topped such brands as InterCon-
tinental Almaty, Radisson Hotel 
Astana, Renaissance Aktau Hotel 
and Rixos Almaty, which also bid 
for the honour.

“We didn’t need to work on 
anything specific to get the ‘Best 
Business Hotel’ award,” said Mar-
riott General Manager in Astana 
Philippe Mahuas. In an exclusive 
interview with The Astana Times, 
he explained why the business 
category was so important for the 
hotel.

World Travel Awards was es-
tablished in 1993 to acknowledge 

excellence in the tourism and hos-
pitality industry. The honour is 

recognised globally as the ultimate 
hallmark of quality, according to 
its website.

“When we applied for the [busi-
ness] nomination, we wanted to be 
sure we were recognised by clients 
as the best business hotel in the 
country. We didn’t just work for 
the award – the award was given 
for the service that we have been 
providing since we opened,” he 
explained.

“At the time we were bidding, 
we were not even two years old in 
Kazakhstan and the fact that cli-
ents identified us as the best busi-
ness hotel is the best recognition 
from our guests and we are very 
grateful to all of our guests for 
their votes” he said.

Continued on Page B6

Philippe Mahuas
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Elementary School Teacher: 
Core Values Remain 

Unchanged

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – The skills needed 
to be a role-model teacher include 
effective learning strategies, edu-
cational coaching and the benefits 
of loving what you do. The Astana 
Times interviewed elementary 
school teacher Yelena Fadeyeva to 
learn about solutions to these issues 
based on her classroom practices 
and nuances of teaching.

Extensive teaching experience 
helped Fadeyeva develop her unique 
and productive approach. While the 
large number of certificates, diplo-
mas, publications in newspapers 
and a letter of gratitude from the 
Ministry of Education and Science 
prove her high-level of competence, 
the achievements of her students are 
more important to her.

“I feel delighted when my pupils 
take top prizes in competitions on 
mathematics, Russian language and 
learning the world. I am grateful to 
head principal of the school Talgat 
Akhmedinov and vice-principal Ly-
ubov Branets for their support and 
trust in all my activities at work,” 
she said.

Fadeyeva started in education in 
1979 and served for quite a while as 
the vice-principal of a rural school. 
She has been working for 20 years 
in junior and senior classes in the 
capital.

Times are changing and educa-
tional approaches must keep pace. 
The love for children remains un-
changed, said Fadeyeva, who cur-
rently works at the capital’s school 
number 35.

She and her students plan to re-

lease a book entitled “My First 
President” highlighting their essays 
dedicated to the 25th anniversary of 
Independence Day.

“I am happy I was born in Ka-
zakhstan. I always wanted to be a 
teacher. I am teaching the grandchil-
dren of my first students. I can safely 
call myself a happy person, as I am 
bringing up three generations,” she 
said.

In 2013, Fadeyeva successfully 
completed the training course de-
veloped by Nazarbayev Intellectual 
School in cooperation with the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. She admitted 
participation was a real challenge, 
but she coped with the obstacles and 
was able to master the latest learning 
techniques.

Fadeyeva added she coordinates 
courses for teachers and promotes 
her activities as a coach for 30 teach-
ers.

“I organise trainings and semi-
nars to share my experience. Young 
teachers make their projects and 
presentations on educational and 
methodical work. I am proud to then 
get only positive reviews,” she said.

Educators learn various topics in-
cluding identifying barriers to learn-
ing, social interaction in learning 
and expanding its range by studying 
the interactive and inclusive nature 
of the lesson, as inclusive education 
is of special importance.

“I always hold various competi-
tions and activities to identify gifted 
and talented children. My pupils 
learn the advanced mathematical 
programme, as I pay much atten-
tion to this science. I constantly say 
that mathematics is the queen of sci-
ences; if you know it, then you will 

know all the other things,” she said.
Communication with parents is 

essential, too, and meetings should 
be conducted creatively and use-
fully. They should not just to come 
to the quarterly conferences, but 
should learn something new.

“I do the video reportages and 
presentations about the children’s 
life in school for the meetings. How 
we went to the theatre, what pupils 
did in the classroom and during the 
breaks. I am proud that parents will-
ingly take part in our creative experi-
ments. I want to know how parents 
see the teacher and what future they 
see for their children,” she said.

Fadeyeva also monitors student 
progress.

“I do the charts based on the tests 
and assignments. It is important to 
me if a child shows good progress. 
It also indicates my progress, too. 
My students work well in a group. 
The learning process of the current 
generation is based on the ability to 
work in a group, be able to empa-
thise, conclude based on the knowl-
edge and gain knowledge from oth-
ers. One kind word or support and 
they are trying to show their best 
results,” she said.

The days seem like hours, she 
added. At the end of the week, the 
children do not want to go home.

“As a teacher, I wish that children 
could come and say ‘I have a prob-
lem and help me solve it.’ I also had 
videos where children made promis-
es to learn better. When parents saw 
it, they started to cry,” she said.

She related numerous examples 
of positive feedback from both stu-
dents and parents who are pleased to 
find understanding and a warm wel-
come from the teacher.

“I work 16-20 hours a day and 
sleep only four hours, but I feel 
great,” said Fadeyeva, brightening. 
“I enjoy working. I am always look-
ing for new ideas and things useful 
for me and my children. It is very 
important to love your profession.”

“A teacher shouldn’t be a per-
fect person. A teacher is a person 
with his or her own experience. It’s 
great when the teacher is not afraid 
to make a mistake, as it contributes 
to a child’s development. Children 
shouldn’t feel that you are a teacher; 
children need to feel that you are a 
friend first and foremost and in the 
course of this friendship, there goes 
a learning process,” she said.

Yelena Fadeyeva

Emerging Economies STEM 
Entrepreneurship Programme Tells 
Women “We Are Stronger Together”

By Lyazzat Shatayeva

SAN FRANCISCO – TechWomen 
brings emerging women leaders to-
gether to help them excel in technol-
ogy and build solutions to challenges 
facing their communities.

Entrepreneurship was once con-
sidered a man’s domain, and tech-
nology entrepreneurship is one of 
the few fields that remains largely 
male-dominated. TechWomen, a 
professional mentorship and ex-
change programme, was launched 
in 2010 to bridge this gender gap in 
emerging economies, part of the ef-
forts to strengthen relations between 
the United States, Africa and the 
Middle East.

“TechWomen seeks to empower, 
connect and support the emerging 
women leaders in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics 
(called “STEM”) by providing them 
the access and opportunity to advance 
their careers, pursue their dreams and 
inspire women and girls in their com-
munities. We believe mentorship, par-
ticularly in STEM, is a vehicle to ad-
dress social and economic issues and, 
ultimately, to achieve gender equal-
ity,” Joanne Liou, the programme’s 
communications and impact special-
ist, told The Astana Times.

In 2015, the programme was ex-
panded to Central Asia. This year, 
90 emerging leaders from more than 
20 countries, including three women 
from Kazakhstan, received profes-
sional mentorship and training in the 
world’s high technology Mecca: Sili-
con Valley. Elnura Kassymova, Yele-

na Filipchik and Gulshnar Salpykova 
spent five weeks in northern Califor-
nia, meeting with women leaders, at-
tending master classes and visiting the 
headquarters of technology moguls 
such as Google, Yahoo, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Autodesk, Oracle, Twitter 
and others.

The highlight of the entire pro-
gramme was the development of 
Action Plans by country teams under 
the supervision of a mentor. The par-
ticipants identified issues particular 
to their communities, varying from 
working women, e-learning and lit-
eracy to pollution, transportation and 
many others, and developed plans of 
action to address those issues, capital-
ising on their collective strengths and 
resources. At the final Pitch Event, 
participants got to present their ideas 
and business models and receive in-
depth feedback from industry profes-
sionals, venture capitalists and found-
ers of successful tech businesses. The 
event brought their ideas to light and 
highlighted the potential these women 
have to make an impact in their com-
munities.

“This year’s candidates had strong 
business acumen. They came up with 
the idea to develop a platform to take 
free online courses from Udacity, 
Coursera, EdX and the like and make 
them accessible in Russian. They 
knew there was a need for continu-
ing education in Kazakhstan. They 
had the technical skills of integrating 
the content and building a business 
model around it. They had the right 
understanding of the challenges of 
the project, the local market and the 
specific needs. If I were an investor, 

I’d take a serious look at this project. 
Whether they pivot as a team or any 
one of three takes the idea to the next 
level, I believe there is a good chance 
the project will evolve into a real busi-
ness,” Dana Kismetova, financial 
advisor at Morgan Stanley Palo Alto 
and a Kazakhstan-born TechWomen 
mentor who provided business coach-
ing and support to participants from 
Kazakhstan, commented on the Ka-
zakh women’s project.

One of the participants, Kassymo-
va, head of VIProMotion Communi-
cation Group, is committed to contin-
uing the e-learning project developed 
with TechWomen. Her start-up is 
gaining momentum as she readies for 
the project’s launch.

Another participant, Filipchik, sales 
intelligence manager at Pepsico Ka-
zakhstan, says her biggest take-away 
from the programme was learning to 
act upon a goal.

“I was lucky to have spent three 
weeks at the Google offices, where 
I focused my training on Google 
Analytics. Google is a lifestyle. You 
are immersed into a highly engaging 
environment every day. Everyone at 
Google wants to exceed expectations 
daily,” she said.

Filipchik also mentioned her long-
standing dream of supporting women 
in technology. She now teaches cod-
ing to younger kids during her free 
hours.

After completing the training pro-
gramme, Salpykova, an IT specialist 
at TransTelecom JSC, is urging her 
fellow female professionals not to 
give up on a tech career despite social 
expectations.

“I would like to appeal to house-
wives and young mothers and tell 
them that being a tech entrepreneur is 
not that scary. On the contrary, com-
bining motherhood with designing 
websites and making money online 
can be fun. Don’t be afraid to start. 
Use all the resources available on the 
internet and build your own career in 
STEM,” Saplykova noted.

Liou gave a piece of advice to as-
piring Kazakh women in technology, 
“Work hard, ask questions and don’t 
be afraid of failure and challenges. 
You are not alone, and there are 
women and men out there who want 
to support you and see you succeed. 
Don’t be afraid to reach out. Connect 
with other women professionals, and 
join or create a community of females 
in STEM. We are stronger together.”

Continued from Page B1

When and why did you move to 
the United States?

In 1990, my parents were per-
forming in Almaty. Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Cir-
cus was looking for new acts for 
their show. They came to Almaty 
and watched a couple of perfor-
mances of Almaty Circus. They 
picked a few performances. One 
of them was my father’s acrobatic 
act. He got invited to perform in 
the States, so he moved here and 
eight months later we joined him 
in the show. Back then, I was a 
generalist. As a kid, I wore big 
masks and did dance and improvi-
sational acts. We were on the road 
for four years, touring America 
and living in the train. After that, 
we decided to stay. I felt like I had 
more opportunities as a perform-
er here. I went to middle school, 
high school and college in New 
Jersey. It was really tough get-
ting into American schools, but 
I got used to it. The gymnastics 
part was always with me since 
the circus. I started coaching 
gymnastics when I was in high 
school and continued coaching 
all through college. That’s when 
I realised I really loved what I 
was doing, I loved what I was 
teaching; I loved to give back and 
share my talents. From then on, 

I started training harder. In 1999, 
I was introduced to breakdanc-
ing. Breakdancing and gymnas-
tics made me want to learn more 
skills, become a performer and go 
into acting and modelling. Then I 
signed up with an agency in New 
York. They started sending me on 
different calls and auditions and 
opened the doors to a different 
world that I was actually able to 
join and make some noise there.

How did you join Le Rêve?
I was in New York auditioning, 

doing gigs, coaching, doing film 
work and modelling, then I au-
ditioned for a touring stunt show 
called Marvel Universe Live. I 
played the character Rhino from 
“Spiderman.” I was the first per-
son to play Rhino in a live stage 
show. We were touring the coun-
try for a year and a half. One day, 
my agency told me there was an 
audition in Los Angeles for Le 
Rêve. Fortunately, we were in 
San Diego, so two of my fellow 
performers and I got into a car, 
drove north early in the morning 
and went into an audition with 
about 100 other performers. We 
were the last couple of people to 
pass the audition. I got invited to a 
three-day workshop a month later 
– a really tough one. I’ve done a 
lot of things, but going through 
their workshop was a totally new 

level. It was a crazy learning ex-
perience including stunts in the 
water, a swimming test, acrobat-
ics, lifting and improvisational 
acting with scenes requiring me 
to cry, laugh and express hate and 
love. A month later, I got a call 
to join the show. It was a great 
phone call that I received.

 
What part do you play in the 

show?
I play the character named Dark 

Prince, the antagonist of the True 
Love character. The Dark Prince 
is a bad guy. He tries to tempt the 
main female character, who in her 
dream hesitates if she really wants 
to be with the guy who has just 
proposed to her or if she still wants 
to explore the world, since she is 
too young and there is so much 
temptation out in the world.

What do you like the most about 
being part of Le Rêve?

The best part of my work is 
touching the hearts of those who 
come to watch us, giving them the 
emotions and impressions they can 
remember and take back home to 
their families. I know there are a 
lot of people who come back to 
see the show again, who have seen 
the show four or five times. Every 
show for me is a new show. I get 
excited when I see the audiences’ 
reactions, their excitement. It’s 

like a recharge; I forget the pain 
and aches in my body and it feels 
amazing. That’s what I love about 
Le Rêve. Also, the guys I work 
with are incredible. Some of them 
have been with the show since the 
very beginning. They are true pro-
fessionals. They inspire me with 
what they do, reminding me that I 
need to step up my game.

How is life in Las Vegas?
The first time I came to Vegas, I 

looked around and it reminded of 
my hometown Almaty. In Almaty, 
you can see mountains surround-
ing the city, so Vegas reminded 
me of back home. Vegas is less 
stressful. I used to live in New 
York and compared to New York 
this is so different; everything is 
pretty close. I go outside, I cross 
the street and there you have ten 
restaurants, 20 stores and tons of 
variety for locals and visitors.

What are your plans for the fu-
ture?

I have learned a lot as a stunt-
man. My future plan is film work. 
Once I feel like the challenge here 
is over, I will move my challenge 
to a different location. I will also 
eventually go back to coaching. 
I want to share whatever I’ve 
learned in my shows, whatever 
I’ve learned from other people, in-
spiring actors and performers.

Kazakh Stuntman Lands Major Role 
in World’s Biggest Aquatic Show

Participants from Kazakhstan at a coaching session with mentor  
Dana Kismetova (L).
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The Book of 
Kipchaks was 
presented to the 
Venice Library in 
1362 by Renaissance 
poet Francesco 
Petrarch.

Kazakh Documentary Wins 
Special Prize at Russia’s 

Science Film Festival

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova 

ASTANA – “Dasht-i-Kip-
chak: Secret Signs,” a film di-
rected by Bakhyt Kairbekov, 
received the Russian Geograph-
ical Society’s prize at the 11th 
International Science Film Fes-
tival World of Knowledge held 
Oct. 31 – Nov. 4 in St. Peters-
burg.

The two-part documentary 
dedicated to the 550th anni-
versary of the Kazakh Khan-
ate was released by the Shaken 
Aimanov Kazakhfilm Studio 
with the support of the Kazakh 
Research Institute of Culture, 
according to Liter.kz.

The film gives the account of 
the oldest Kipchak written mon-
uments. The first series tells the 
story of the Kipchak language, 
the progenitor of a large part 
of the Turkic languages. Seven 
hundred years ago, it was spo-
ken by all who lived in the terri-
tory stretching from Altai to the 
Danube.

Kairbekov, who also heads 
the studio, noted the film’s 
main idea is to recreate the at-
mosphere of good neighbourli-

ness between nations that want-
ed and were able to peacefully 
co-exist on the Silk Road.

“Kipchak leaders of tribes 
provided not only the security 
of trade caravans, but served as 
a link in an exchange of spiritu-

al values in the entire Eurasian 
space. The western and eastern 
parts of the world dreamed about 
this peace. People currently 
dream about peace as they anx-
iously watch the growth of new 
hotbeds of hatred and religious 
intransigence. The search for a 
language of communication and 
understanding is the major as-
pect of the film, which remains 
valid at all times,” he said.

The second series is devoted 
to the book “Codex Cumani-

cus,” translated as “The Book 
of Kipchaks,” which was pre-
sented to the Venice Library 
in 1362 by Renaissance poet 
Francesco Petrarch.

In 2014, the Kazakh Ministry 
of Culture initiated restoration 
of the Kipchak written monu-
ment to purchase a copy of the 
manuscript.

For many years Alexander 
Garkavets, the main researcher 
at the Kazakh Research Institute 
of Culture, was engaged with 
the National Academic Library 
in translating the single surviv-
ing copy. The book contains the 
music notation of the anthem 
with words in the Kipchak lan-
guage. Kazakh composer Aktoty 
Raimkulova transferred the old 
Kipchak notes into modern ones 
and re-created the anthem’s mu-
sic. A choral performance re-
turns the audience to the Middle 
Ages, demonstrating the spirit 
of Kazakh ancestors – Kipchaks 
in the film.

The film was released in Ka-
zakhstan in July 2015 and pre-
sented at George Washington 
University the same year. The 
event generated great interest 
among American audiences and 
brought together more than 100 
representatives of public, cul-
tural and academic communi-
ties.

The annual World of Knowl-
edge festival, organised by the 
Gorky Film Studio with the 
support of the Ministry of Cul-
ture of Russia and St. Peters-
burg Cultural Committee, tra-
ditionally highlights films on 
physics, geography, astronomy, 
medicine, history, linguistics 
and other areas of scientific 
knowledge. This year, the pro-
gramme featured 27 films from 
10 countries including France, 
Germany, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Russia and the United States.
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Kazakh Animated, Dramatic and 
Historic Films Shown at Barcelona’s 

Casa Asia Film Festival

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – The screening of the 
animated film “Kazakh Eli” (2016) 
and several other Kazakh historic 
and dramatic movies is currently 
taking place at the Casa Asia Film 
Festival in Barcelona.

“It is really pleasant to me as a di-
rector that the world premiere of the 
film will take place in Spain. First 
of all, we were making our cartoon 
for children, to explain to them how 
our state was created in an acces-
sible and interesting way. I believe 
that getting to know the rich history 
of our country will be interesting for 
the Spanish audience, too,” said di-
rector Batyrkhan Daurenbekov, re-
ported the Kazakhfilm press service.

About 80 movies from 20 Asian 
countries are being presented to 
viewers Nov. 4-13. Films from Af-
ghanistan, China, Iran, Korea, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam 
are competing with “Kazakh Eli” in 
the festival’s Panorama category.

“From East to West and from 
North to South, the festival’s pro-
gramme covers a wide geography 
that integrates nation and narra-
tion in Asia as the equivalents of 
speciality and temporality which 
builds up our societies beyond the 
historical continuity that belongs 
to the former one,” noted casaasia-
filmweek.es.

Historical films such as “Amanat” 
and “Kunanbai” from Kazakh di-
rectors Satybaldy Narymbetov and 
Doskhan Zholzhaksynov, respec-
tively, and Askar Uzabayev’s “Zhol” 
and Murat Makhanov’s “Court 
Executor” dramas are also being 
screened within the programme. 
All were produced by the Shaken 
Aimanov Kazakhfilm studio which 
also handles promoting “Kazakh 
Eli” to international festivals.

“Kazakh Eli” shows the child-

hood and early lives of Zhanibek 
and Kerei, Kazakh khans who 
founded the Kazakh Khanate 550 
years ago. Endless steppes, pictur-
esque mountains and ancient towns 
such as Syganak, Otyrar, Taraz and 
Turkestan situated along the Great 
Silk Road are portrayed in the film, 
according to the press notice.

The film, released in May, was 
produced by SAK-Dala Studio by 
an order from the Kazakh Minis-
try of Culture and Sport. Minister 
Arystanbek Mukhamediuly, doctor 
of historical sciences Zhambyl Ar-
tykbai and writer and screenwriter 
Dulat Issabekov were the chief ad-
visors.

The main characters were dubbed 
by artists from the Gabit Musirepov 
Kazakh State Academic Theatre for 
Children and Youth and Zhumat 
Shanin Kazakh Theatre. Nurlan 
Abdullin, Saken Maigaziyev and 
other renowned Kazakh singers per-
formed the soundtrack.
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Kazakh Pianist Aubakirova Says Opportunities 
for Success Come to Those Who Work

By Raushan Shulembayeva 

ASTANA – In a recent interview 
with Kazakhstanskaya Pravda news-
paper, pianist Zhaniya Aubakirova 
said that music helps her feel the 
beauty of life. The laureate of many 
international competitions, Aubaki-
rova heads the Kurmangazy Kazakh 
National Conservatory in Almaty.

 
Tell us about your parents.
My parents are not musicians: 

my father is an economist, sci-
entist, academician, high school 
teacher and my mother is a philol-
ogist, linguist, professor of Arabic 
studies. They conveyed to me all 
their passion for enlightenment, 
education and culture, as well as 
their wise, intelligent attitude to 
life and the desire to live and work. 
The older I become, the more I re-
alise their individual and outstand-
ing personalities.

So you were the first profession-
al musician in your family. Who 
can now continue the musical dy-
nasty you started?

It happens that there is no dynas-
ty. My children have chosen other 
professions. They saw the other 
side of a public life very early. In 
fact, it is full of intense rehearsals 
and tension before concerts that 
is far from enthusiastic, romantic 
imaginings. Perhaps for these rea-
sons, my children did not choose 
music. However, for me it was 
important to make them familiar 
with the world of music. There-
fore, they at least completed music 
school. Today, I have hope that my 
grandchildren will be interested in 
the magical world of music. Then 
I will probably tell you about the 
musical dynasty.

In the difficult 1990s, did you 
think about leaving Kazakhstan 
to have more opportunities for 
money or fame, as many artists 
did? Your name was already well-
known abroad.

I come from a traditional Kazakh 
environment; for me, my parents’ 
health and living with them and 
my relatives is essential. None of 
them thought of any special career 
as a concert pianist for me. Piano 
stars seemed to live on some other 
planet, not accessible to ordinary 
mortals.

Despite being modest, you have 
achieved tremendous success…

From my childhood, it has al-
ways been important for me to 
understand the nature of the in-
strument, to express the spiritual 
messages of great composers by 
touching the keys. Then, I played 
the grand piano not for any par-
ticular result, but because I was 
fascinated by the very process.

Then my true love and dedica-
tion to music, in fact, began to bear 
fruit: in 1983, I successfully partic-
ipated in the M. Long – J. Thibaud 
International Piano Competition 

in Paris, which helped me see per-
formance in a new way. My self-
confidence grew, I gained admirers 
and began tours to many countries. 
In short, my life changed incred-
ibly. Over the next five years, I 
gave with great pleasure concerts 
in France, Japan, Finland, Czecho-
slovakia and Bulgaria. However, 
there were terrible concerts across 
the USSR, the whole atmosphere 
was saturated with politics. Many 
Moscow artists at that time were 
leaving the country.

My happiness is that I overcame 
the difficulties of the 1990s rela-
tively well. Those times saw the 
joyful moments in my life – mar-
riage and family, the birth of chil-
dren. Those difficult years, eve-
rybody was scared to see even a 
year ahead, especially for people 
involved in culture: it seemed that 
there would be no concerts, nothing 
associated with the previous ideals 
and advantages of the profession.

Therefore, not by accident, I 
started looking for new ideas where 
I could apply my knowledge and 
energy. The idea of creating a new 
type of school was supported by 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev. 
As in any new business, there were 
many organisational difficulties. 
However, the result was worth it 
– a private educational institution 
that has now lasted 20 years.

The main thing for me is that the 
school turned out to be necessary 
to people. The classes bring a lot 
of pleasure with real creative pro-
cesses and truly great successes of 
students.

In your opinion, what are the 
prospects for young artists in the 
homeland now?

We have good opportunities for 
young artists. For example, at the 

conservatory, students have excel-
lent chances, if they wish, to go 
abroad to continue their studies 
and internships, to participate in 
competitions, to perform on the 
best stages in the world. In recent 
years, they have significantly in-
creased their self-esteem by suc-
cessfully performing in many 
international competitions, con-
quering world scenes such as Car-
negie Hall, the Kennedy Centre, 
Barbican Hall, Konzerthaus and 
the Berliner Philharmonie.

When a young artist faces such 
great possibilities, it may create il-
lusions that anyone can find their 
place and claim success, but the 
truth is that these possibilities of-
fered by the government and busi-
ness community can be a spring-
board for the professional growth 
of only those who are truly hard-
working. I have thought a lot about 
this, comparing the position of 
those who remained in the country 
with those who went abroad look-
ing for a better life. In fact, both 
of them have experienced a lot of 
difficulties. Even under the same 
conditions, some of them managed 
to prove their talent and reach the 
heights of their career. Others, un-
fortunately, failed.

It seems to me that professional 
success does not depend on the 
country of residence… Much de-
pends on character, on the abil-
ity to understand and accept this 
world, and simply on personal 
qualities. In any country, regard-
less of its traditions, smart, talent-
ed and charismatic personalities 
are in demand.

As rector of the Kurmangazy 
Conservatory, you collaborate 
with the Association of European 
Conservatories. How does this 

benefit Kazakhstan’s conserva-
tory?

Several times, I have taken part 
in the annual European Associa-
tion Congress, the largest and most 
representative one in the world. It 
was interesting to learn the real 
process and the problems of Eu-
ropean education from the inside. 
But soon I realised that I had no 
time to take part in the discussions 
of my European colleagues. Simi-
lar processes were occurring more 
rapidly in Kazakhstan. Our coun-
try required the strict observance 
of the Bologna principles. And if 
not in the whole process, in some 
useful details we have advanced 
considerably. The current situa-
tion in humanitarian and technical 
education is focused on creating 
conditions for the academic mobil-
ity of students, which is important 
in terms of global processes in the 
labour market. The main thing that 
we have realised is that the process 
of education reform is permanent; 
it is in the nature of our industry.

In addition, cooperation with 
educational institutions has been 
successful; for example, with the 
National Superior Conservatory 
of Paris for Music and Dance. 
Such long-term communication 
between the great teachers and 
students of our conservatories has 
brought us a lot of professional 
benefit, and most importantly, 
major changes in mentality. We 
feel accepted in a friendly, open 
brotherhood of musicians. Thanks 
to our partners, our collaboration 
has been receiving financial sup-
port for all joint projects from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
France for five years.

Then we began to expand our 
field: today our partners encom-
pass more than 60 schools and 

concert organisations. Through a 
Ministry of Education and Science 
programme, up to 40 well-known 
musicians from different countries 
per year taught and gave concerts 
in our conservatory for a week or 
two, sometimes for a whole month.

What milestone musical events 
in our country would you men-
tion?

The most important cultural 
events are hosted in our capital. 
Many international stars have al-
ready visited Astana, which hosts 
festivals of opera, ballet and film 
art. There is the fascinating Astana 
Opera House, where I was lucky to 
play with an orchestra. The Acad-
emy of Choreography opening this 
year can surpass any imagination. 
Conservatory teams are getting 
ready to take part in the cultural 
programme at EXPO 2017, which 
will present to the world a modern 
vision of the future. This is ab-
solutely correct, because all of it 
accelerates the development of a 
high level cultural and educational 
environment that corresponds to 
the lofty ambitions of Kazakhstan.

At the same time, Almaty con-
tinues to be the largest city in 
the country with major cultural 
demands. It has a specific atmos-
phere, accepting and reproducing 
all of the most advanced, unusual, 
sometimes even outstanding arts. I 
like Almaty for its openness to the 
new, for its readiness to learn and 
admire, for the ability to criticise. 
I support everyone who finds this 
ability nationwide. All of these 
confirm that our society geneti-
cally has a great ability to inte-
grate with the world. The current 
situation in the information space, 
in global processes, provides the 
greatest opportunity for that.

Zhaniya Aubakirova
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Fire-Fighting Motorcycles 
to Be Used in Almaty

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – A rapid response 
motorcycle crew project will be 
adopted in Almaty so that the city’s 
fire-fighting units can arrive to an 
emergency site faster. Four Jawa 
660 fire fighting and rescue bikes 
were made upon special order of 
Almaty’s emergencies department.

“Their goal is rapid arriving to an 
emergency scene (including road 
accidents), containing fire out-
breaks before Almaty’s emergency 
department arrives,” according to 
the Emergencies Department of 

Almaty, Tengrinews.kz reported. 
“As of today, 18 fire fighting spe-
cialists were trained for extreme 
driving and received certificates. 
Almaty’s rescue workers plan to 
evaluate the efficiency of adopting 
fire fighting bikes upon developing 
their practical use on duty.”

Bikes are equipped with a man-
ual pulse fire-attack system, high-
speed fire extinguishing agent de-
livery, liquid fire extinguisher, first 
aid kit and other tools. Fire fighters 
can remove the victim out of the 
accident spot with the help of a 
special device for unclamping and 
cutting metal.

Jawa 660 bikes are fitted with 
single cylinder engines and elec-
tronic fuel injection. The engine 
issues 48 horsepower that enables 
the bike accelerate to 170 kilome-
tres per hour with its weight of 198 
kilogrammes, according to Motor.
kz magazine.

Thirteen minutes is an average 
time of rapid response during a 
fire, in other instances fire-fighting 
crews arrive in 20 minutes, accord-
ing to emergency officials. Traffic 
standstills in the city create certain 
difficulties for timely arrival of fire 
fighting crews to an emergency 

site. However, bike riders will now 
be able to arrive faster, to help the 
affected or try to contain fire out-
breaks on their own.

Fire fighting bikes are being 
successfully deployed in fire units 
of Russia, United Arab Emirates, 
China, Greece, Germany and Tur-
key. They will be used for the first 
time in Kazakhstan.

The emergency department 
states that money to purchase four 
fire-fighting bikes was allotted 
from city funds. The basic version 
of the bike is valued at 1.5 million 
tenge in Russia (about US$4,389), 
the magazine reports.

At the moment, Almaty has 15 
firehouses. Their working radius is 
3 kilometres.

“Thus, we lack 15 more fire-
houses for reaching statutory 
time of rapid responce,” Almaty’s 
emergency department noted.

Layout Design of Ambitious  
Shymkent City Project Unveiled

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Shymkent authorities 
have presented plans for a bold $1 
billion city revitalisation project.

The scale of the construction en-
visioned and the major price tag 
make the Shymkent City project the 
most ambitious urban renewal pro-
ject, reported tengrinews.kz.

City officials are expecting that 
investors will spend $1 billion to 
realise the project. Meanwhile, 6.7 
billion tenge (US$19.6 million) will 
be directed from the national budget 
to build roads, a park and several 
high-rise buildings, as well as create 
a communication network.

According to Shymkent authori-
ties, the new neighbourhood is 
designed to be very progressive. 
Construction of first residential 
buildings of 54 apartments each has 
begun in the Shymkent City area. 
This housing will be part of the state 
Affordable Housing programme.

“This project is set to make peo-
ple’s lives more convenient. Park-
ing space and social facilities will 
be accessible for people residing 
here. Construction will strictly 
comply with all requirements,” said 
Deputy Akim (Mayor) of Shymkent 
Nuralkhan Kusherov.

In the next few years, the cur-
rent vast urban wasteland will be 
turned into a modern residential 

area with 316 high-rise buildings, 
seven schools, 21 kindergartens and 
two medical institutions. Officials 
also intend to create a concert hall, 
a sports complex, three 25-story 
business centres and four shopping 
malls with the help of investors. 
Businesses from China, Turkey and 
Kazakhstan have said they are will-
ing to take part in the project.

However, there are some challeng-
es that still need to be solved, officials 
admitted. The future city as planned 
will require 427 hectares of land. The 
city administration bought half of that 
number from previous owners at half 
the current market price. A square 
metre cost 883 tenge (US$2.57).

“Local residents sold land to the 

city authorities without any prob-
lem. This land used to belong to the 
Sairam district. There were some 
violations in acquiring some plots. 
In these cases, we unilaterally with-
drew land. Compensations to some 
legitimate owners allowed them to 
take similar areas in other places of 
the city,” Shymkent official noted.

As explained, before the comple-
tion of construction on Shymkent 
City, investors get the land for rent. 
Further, the land is sold at market 
value. Officials say that business in-
vestors will get areas at 1,570 tenge 
(US$4.58) per square metre.

Seventy thousand people are ex-
pected to reside in Shymkent City 
after the grand project is completed.

$63 Million Invested into Almaty’s 
Leisure Infrastructure this Year

By Kseniya Voronina

ASTANA – Twenty-two billion 
tenge (US$63.7 million) was in-
vested in Almaty’s city leisure infra-
structure in the first nine months of 
this year, according to Energy.kz.

The biggest investment attractions 
for the southern capital were real es-
tate operations and trade and trans-
port infrastructure, which make up 
51 percent of the city’s entire invest-
ment portfolio for nine months of 
2016. Reformatting the city econo-
my to an enhanced comfort affected 
the volume of investments Almaty 
attracted overall – 336 billion tenge 
(US$973.2 million). This is lower 
by 7 percent than last year’s figure.

In light of the new programme, 

the city is moving away from an in-
tensive housing development and is 
moving industrial facilities outside 
the city. An emphasis on private 
funds is the main factor in reduction 
of an investment portfolio. Budget 
funds volume in investments to the 
city’s basic capital decreased by 34 
percent. Internal funds of business 
remained at the same level.

An official launch of the country’s 
biggest agglomeration is a key event 
for the city this year. At the end of 
May, the government signed a pro-
ject on an interregional scheme of 
territorial development of Almaty’s 
agglomeration. The new subregion 
should increase the number of resi-
dents from 2.4 million to 2.9 million. 
The urban population will be more 
than two million people.

The central part of Almaty, five 
administrative areas of the Almaty 
region – Karasai, Talgar, Ili, Enbek-
shikazakh and Zhambyl as well as 
the territory of Kapshagai city enter 
an affected zone of Almaty’s ag-
glomeration. Soon Almaty’s Akimat 
(city administration) intends to posi-
tion Almaty as the business and cul-
tural centre in Eurasia. Also, Almaty 
is planned to turn into a regional of-
fice hub of the United Nations and 
other international organisations.

According to totals from the first 
nine months of this year, the volume 
of external investments attraction 
into the city amounted to 47 billion 
tenge (US$136.1 million). Annual 
growth stands at 15 percent.

Developing transport infrastruc-
ture is a priority direction within the 

agglomeration development. Upon 
investments volume, this sector is in 
third position on the municipal in-
vestment portfolio. The absence of 
modern high-speed city and suburban 
transport, such as LRT, BRT and com-
muter electric trains possessing high 
carrying capacity is the main problem 
of the agglomeration transport system.

To resolve these issues, akimat 
plans implementing a number of big 
projects through attracting project 
investors. Particularly, building bus 
terminals to reduce transport loads 
and improve the quality of passen-
ger transportation. The project’s as-
sessed value is $112.4 million.

A light rail tram launch is one 
more large-scale project. Its traffic 
flow is 35 million people and the 
project’s cost is $310 million.

Aktobe Region Plans to 
Attract $14.6 Million for 

Geologic Exploration

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – A memorandum of 
cooperation indicating five bil-
lion tenge ($14.6 million) will be 
authorised in Aktobe region by 
foreign and local investors was 
signed Nov. 3 by regional gov-
ernor Berdibek Saparbayev and 
Kazgeology National Geologi-
cal Exploration Chairman Galym 
Nurzhanov.

“We will cooperate fully with the 
company on permitting and land 
issues and will help to bring explo-
ration activity in the framework of 
regional development programmes 
in terms of the development of the 
mineral resources base of the min-
ing industry. Taking into account 
the capacity and the available re-
serves of the region, we need to 
increase investment in geologic 
exploration by two times,” Sapar-
bayev said during the meeting.

The work will start next year and 
investments will be provided for 
geologic exploration of the land, 
noted Kazgeology. In particular, 
the company will work on attract-
ing domestic and foreign invest-
ments to search for solid minerals 
such as copper, gold, chrome, base 
metals and silver.

“The memorandum envisages 
cooperation of the parties to attract 
private and foreign investment in 
the mineral resources and the al-

location of funds for the quality 
of exploration and study of the re-
gion for the effective development 
of the mineral resource base of 
Aktobe region,” according to the 
company press release.

Saparbayev presented the re-
gion’s opportunities, noting it is 
rich in mineral resources and ef-
ficiently using the potential pro-
motes the state and regional policy 
to effectively develop the region’s 
industrial complex. He also talked 
about attracting investments from 
Japan, South Korea and Saudi Ara-
bia.

He added Aktobe region will 
take an active part in implementing 
the memorandum signed by Ka-
zakhstan and Saudi Arabia during 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s 
visit to the Middle Eastern nation 
in October. He also noted the re-
gion is interested in cooperating in 
the research, exploration and eval-
uation of solid mineral deposits.

Kazgeology is currently explor-
ing in Aitekebi, Khromtau and 
Mugalzhar districts. The work is 
expected to be expanded through 
cooperation between the company 
and Aktobe Socio-Entrepreneurial 
Corporation through airborne geo-
physical research in promising 
subsurface areas. The equipment 
allows Kazgeology to identify sol-
id mineral deposits up to a depth 
of two kilometres, according to 
zakon.kz

Kazakh Language Training Sought by  
Mature Adults, Says InterPress Manager

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Most Kazakh adults 
take Kazakh language lessons for 
professional needs. Meanwhile, 
the young generation prefers to 
learn English for educational op-
portunities abroad, said Tamara 
Lozovaya, central office and re-
cruitment manager for InterPress 
International House (IH) in Al-
maty, in her recent interview with 
The Astana Times.

Since 2006, InterPress IH has 
been a member of Internation-
al House World Organisation 
(IHWO), one of the largest and 
oldest groups of language schools 
in the world with more than 150 
affiliated private language schools 
in 52 countries. Opened in 1998, 
the Almaty site began as a book-
selling business and gradually be-
came a language school.

“We initially based our business 
on English language learning… It 
has been more than 10 years since 
then. We are evolving success-

fully with seven language centres 
in Almaty, two in Astana, two in 
Karaganda and Shymkent,” said 
Lozovaya.

InterPress focuses mainly on 
teaching English, helping students 
prepare for specialised tests and 
international exams, offering Eng-

lish courses for corporate workers 
and other programmes. The school 
launched a Kazakh language 
course due to a rising demand in 
past years for the native tongue.

“Kazakh is our native language; 
therefore we could not ignore it… 
By the way, there is a new tendency 

in our centre now. Many Russian-
speaking children come to learn 
Kazakh language individually and 
in groups,” she noted.

Kazakh courses are mainly taken 
by locals, most of whom are adults 
who need the language for their 
work, to increase their level of 
competitiveness and other reasons. 
Expats apply for Russian language 
lessons, but have not yet enrolled 
in Kazakh.

The demand and tendency to 
take Kazakh lessons has declined 
this year compared to the previous 
one and remained stable, noted 
Lozovaya.

“Last year was very active, as we 
had to make additional hiring an-
nouncements for Kazakh language 
teachers. We did not cope with the 
work load back then, while now 
the demand is stable, neither re-
ducing nor increasing,“ she added.

English is apparently a prior-
ity language among the younger 
generation because locals tend to 
travel overseas to study at foreign 
universities and colleges in China, 

the U.K., the U.S. and other coun-
tries. Kazakh courses are therefore 
in less demand among this age 
group.

“We do not make distinctions 
in an attempt to promote a certain 
language. If there is an English 
language [club], it means a Ka-
zakh language club will also be 
available,” she added.

Everyone who wishes to practice 
his or her speaking can do so at the 
centre’s Kazakh language club.

“We make announcements on 
our website and social media 
when, for instance, the club is con-
ducting an activity once a week at 
one of our schools,” she said.

Teachers consult in advance on 
the topic that will be discussed that 
day in Kazakh, a popular practice 
at the centre.

“So this is beyond just special-
ised teaching of a common Kazakh 
language,” said Lozovaya.

The organisation applies a com-
municative approach for language 
learning. The method allows learn-
ing English with a native speaker 

by working in pairs using interac-
tive materials.

“This all helps to develop visual 
thinking and is suitable for chil-
dren and adults,” she said. “Our 
teachers and specialists in teach-
ing methods developed a special 
programme, textbooks and study 
guides for Kazakh language ac-
cording to this communicative ap-
proach,” she added.

All Kazakh language lessons 
are also conducted only in Kazakh 
with games, dialogues, pictures 
and other forms.

Prior to attending lessons, all 
students and candidates are tested 
and divided into groups according 
to their level of language proficien-
cy. Individual and group lessons of 
six to 12 people are available. A 
separate costume programme can 
be individually designed for those 
who have specific goals and needs, 
such as prepping for a certain 
event on a tight deadline.

Group study has certain pros like 
communicating with people other 
than a teacher, said Lozovaya.

“This gives a good impetus to 
development in the learning pro-
cess, while individual learning has 
quite a narrow focus in terms of 
how much time one has to cover 
a certain programme,” she added.
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Mentors Help Orphans 
Integrate into Society

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Thousands of chil-
dren throughout Kazakhstan are 
separated from their families 
through poverty, misfortune or dis-
ability and there is a lack of servic-
es to support them.

Statistics indicate children in or-
phanages tend to suffer psychologi-
cal injuries, lack of attention and 
feelings of uselessness that conse-
quently lead 50 percent of gradu-
ates to become involved in crime 
or commit suicide. To tackle this 
problem, Dara Charity Foundation 
launched a mentoring project for 
orphans.

“We have been working with 
orphanages over the past 10 
years. Initially we carried out 
various activities and courses for 
children, but then we realised that 
without supporting a child emo-
tionally, group activities have no 
effect and give no result. A child 
needs love and understanding for 
full and harmonious development 
and it is family that provides se-
cure and loving care for children. 
However, given the current real-
ity of orphanages, we launched 
the ‘Mentors’ project,” said foun-
dation project manager Ainur 
Aimurzina in an interview with 
The Astana Times.

Started in Almaty, Astana and 
Karaganda in 2014, the programme 
provides a child between the ages 
of 10 and 14 with a caring adult 
who commits to building a healthy 
relationship with the young person. 
The volunteer supports and guides 
the child with positive academic, 
career and personal goals, encour-
aging the youngster to discover his 
or her potential and develop life 
skills.

“The mentor is a person who is at 
least 25 years old and who is ready 
to dedicate time to a child and share 
his or her knowledge and personal 
skills with kids. Human qualities 
are very important, too. The volun-
teer shall accept a child as he is and 
make efforts to support and show 
love, care and concern to the child,” 
she said.

Adult volunteers are trained at 
the mentor school, where psycholo-
gists provide the necessary knowl-
edge and assistance. Specialists 
offer guidance on ways to become 
mentors and friends to children 
and teenagers. After completing 
the course, the volunteers become 
members of a long-term project and 
start building emotional intimacy 
and trusting relationship with the 
child.

The school makes a real effort to 
match each young person with the 
right volunteer.

“We also hold an informational 
meeting with children and explain 
to them that a mentor is someone 
who is willing to communicate 
and make friends with them and 
dedicate the most valuable thing 
on earth, his or her time to a child. 
Children in orphanages are not or-
dinary children; most of them suf-
fer reactive attachment disorder, 
which is defined as a condition 
in which children have difficulty 
forming lasting relationships,” said 
Aimurzina.

Every week children and their 
mentors engage in activities such 
as playing games and sports, read-
ing, doing homework, visiting mu-
seums, cinemas or theatres or just 
having a chat. Mentors help chil-
dren believe in themselves and de-
velop self-confidence. Their task is 
to create a favourable condition so 
that the children can have positive 

feelings about themselves, strength-
en self-control, take responsibility 
and find a purpose in life.

Studies conducted to analyse the 
effectiveness of the project find 84 
percent of children show improve-
ments in their emotional state; they 
become confident and more social, 
proactive and energetic. Those who 
display avoidant personality start 
seeing the positive sides of life; 
they learn to trust and simply smile.

Children older than 15 receive 
assistance from professional coach-
es to deal with problems and fears, 
which contributes to making the 
teens less stressed and goal-orient-
ed.

Ninety-five children are currently 
involved in the project in the three 
cities. The foundation introduced 
corporate mentoring in the capital 
this year. Companies offer intern-
ships and vocational guidance, 
organise open door days and may 
cover tuition fees.

Established in 2005, Dara Chari-
ty Foundation has been implement-
ing various projects aimed at assist-
ing children’s medical institutions, 
orphanages and boarding schools 
with limited abilities. They believe 
all children are talented and have an 
equal right to education and devel-
opment. Therefore, most projects 
are aimed at aiding children in de-
veloping their imaginations, crea-
tivity and social skills.

“We are eager to help and we 
want to be useful to others in some 
way. I am happy to promote pro-
jects that are gradually improving 
the lives of children in orphan-
ages. These projects are providing 
broader opportunities for children 
with limited abilities, so that in the 
future they could be a little happier 
and more successful members of 
society,” said Aimurzina.

More than Half of Kazakh 
Citizens to Live in South by 2050

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – More than half of 
Kazakhstan’s citizens will live 
in the southern regions by 2050, 
a fact considered to be a problem 
because of the state’s regional 
disparities in labour forces, said 
Minister of Health and Social De-
velopment Tamara Duissenova.

“The forecast of population 
growth conducted by national ex-
perts shows that the population of 
the southern regions will grow by 
5.2 million and reach 55 percent of 
the total population of the state by 
2050, if we take into account cur-
rent demographic and migration 
trends. In this case, the population 
concentration of the [southern] 
regions will be almost four times 
higher than in the northern regions 
of Kazakhstan,” she said dur-
ing the governmental hour in the 
Mazhilis, reported Tengrinews.kz.

Duissenova emphasised such 
population concentration will lead 

to worsening disparities in regional 
labour forces. The government is 
working to improve the situation 
and aims to predict overpopulation 
of the southern regions. Activities 
include not only encouraging people 
to move to other regions with short-
ages of labour forces, but also finan-
cial support and constructing the 
corresponding infrastructure. Spe-
cial state programmes were initiated 
and 37 billion tenge ($US108.3 mil-
lion) allocated to construct houses 
and engineering and communica-
tion infrastructure and cover the 
travel and transportation expenses 
of programme participants.

“Since 2015 about 5,000 fami-
lies decided to move to other re-
gions, which is approximately 
18,000 people. At that, 78 percent 
of them are employed,” she said.

Mazhilis Deputy Aizada Kur-
manova addressed the problem of 
empty houses in the Pavlodar and 
East Kazakhstan regions which 
were specially constructed for citi-
zens who chose to move.

“There are apartments worth 
230 million tenge ($US673,000) in 
seven districts of Pavlodar region. 
Apartments in Zaisan (East Ka-
zakhstan region) have been empty 
for more than a year and a-half be-
cause of lack of applicants for the 
programme and inconsistencies of 
the applicants to the programme 
criteria,” she said.

Kurmanova asked whether 
there is a specified time a house 
can stand empty and when it can 
be given to local executive bod-
ies.

The apartments were purposely 
constructed in special areas and 
will be used only for programme 
participants, said Duissenova. The 
maximum settlement period for 
houses built under the programme 
is six months after construction is 
completed.

The problem of overpopulation 
in the South Kazakhstan region 
was raised by Askar Myrzakhme-
tov when he served as regional 
governor in 2013.

Continued from Page B1

Some biscuit cakes with but-
tery roses on top have remained 
until the present day. Ashirbayeva 
recommends buying them from 
a place one has tried in the past 
to avoid cakes with crème made 
from margarine (artificial butter).

“Homemade cakes were made 
from natural butter, milk, sour 
cream and other ingredients. 
Meanwhile some shops would 
sell cakes with artificial butter, 
for example. Therefore, home-
made cakes were much tastier 
than those that were bought,” she 
noted.

Using natural ingredients, uni-
fying recipes, production and 
pricing, tough government qual-
ity control and minimal “foreign” 
impact on names, ingredients and 
design were the principles of cake 
production in the USSR, said an 
old LiveJournal post.

The young generation in Soviet 
Kazakhstan would mainly bake 
cakes, said Ashirbayeva. They 
would share recipes among one 
another and guests would ask for 

a recipe of a homemade cake they 
liked. Homemade cakes required 
time and a sufficient amount of 
ingredients and therefore were 
rarely made except during impor-
tant celebrations like New Year 
and birthdays.

“In our family we didn’t use to 
eat cakes a lot, only during cel-
ebrations. All family members 
helped to prepare food before 
the guests arrived. I used to bake 

cakes, cookies, buns and pies, 
too,” said Ashirbayeva.

Napoleon, Praga, Ptichye 
moloko and Kievskiy tort are 
most well known cakes of the 
post-Soviet Union, according to 
sovietime.ru

While modern pastry factories 
try to keep their original recipes, 
their looks had to change. The 
original versions had too many 
decorations like crème roses that 

are now considered old fashioned.
Moscow pastry cooks created 

the Napoleon to celebrate 100 
years since the French were ban-
ished from Russia. One could see 
the renowned hat of Emperor Na-
poleon Bonaparte in the cakes.

The first Napoleon was a trian-
gle cake made from puff pastry 
with cream. A classic Napoleon 
now has a rectangular shape.

Napoleon is called “mille-

feuille” in France, vanilla 
slice or cream slice in the U.K. 
Other variations are available in 
the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Hungary. The cake can be pur-
chased in Kazakhstan, although 
the homemade version is deemed 
tastier that ones bought from 
stores.  

Soviet residents were quite fond 
of Praga, according to the article. 
The cake is expensive and de-
manding in terms of preparation 
and contains three layers of choc-
olate cake soaked in cream. After 
the cake is saturated for a day, it is 
smudged with fruit jam then cov-
ered with a chocolate glaze.

Another version includes four 
types of butter cream made with 
cognac and French liquors Bene-
dictine and Chartreuse. The layers 
were soaked in rum.  

Waffle cakes were the cheapest 
and most available in the USSR.

A famous soufflé cake and pop-
ular candy in post-Soviet states, 
Ptichye moloko literally means 
“bird’s milk.” The phrase is not 
the origin of the name, but an idi-
om of ancient Greek origin mean-
ing an “unobtainable delicacy.”

The recipe first emerged in Po-

land and the brand was introduced 
in Soviet times. The cake is made 
of an agar-agar (a jelly-like sub-
stance) soufflé with a chocolate 
coating. In Soviet times, many 
people lined up in queues to buy 
Ptichye moloko due to limited 
production.

Rog izobiliya was among the 
classy dainties of the former So-
viet Union. It consists of two bis-
cuit cakes and a layer of meringue 
(a type of dessert) smudged with 
cream and laid on a table in the 
form of a horn, then  decorated 
with more cream, fruits and flow-
ers.

“Some still prefer classic cakes 
known from Soviet times over 
other variations. Soviet cakes 
with a modern touch are as good 
as former versions, only more 
concise and accessible.  

“The truth is some people com-
plain that buying ingredients is 
more expensive than just buying 
a cake. What we do on our own 
and what we buy are two differ-
ent things nowadays,” noted ussr-
kruto.ru.

Kievskiy Tort 

Napoleon Tort 

Ptichye Moloko 
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Zerde-Phyto Marketing and PR 
Director: Pay Attention to Herbal 

Therapy rather than Chemical
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

ASTANA – Documents discuss-
ing the enjoyment and uses of herb-
al teas have been recovered dating 
back to Ancient Egypt and China. 
Zerde-Phyto produces herbal tea 
and supplements and Marketing 
and Public Relations Director Beib-
it Kuttykozhayev discussed the 
importance of herb products and 
therapy with The Astana Times.

Herbal tea or tisane is herbs, 
spices or other plant infusion in 
hot water that does not contain 
caffeine, according to Dictionary.
com. The drinks are different from 
black, green, white, yellow and 
other true teas as well as from de-
caffeinated tea.

Tisanes can be made with fresh 
or dried flowers, leaves, seeds 
or roots. Seeds and roots can be 
boiled or boiling water can be 
poured over plant parts to steep for 
a few minutes. The herbal tea is 
then strained, sweetened if so de-
sired and served hot or cold.

Many companies produce herbal 
tea bags for such infusions. Zerde-
Phyto specialises in herbal teas and 
dietary supplements made from 
natural products. The company 
was founded in 1998 and is a lead-
ing producer of medical and plant 

raw material with more than 260 
different products on the market.

“Work with medical representa-
tives, distribution, pharmacies and 
consumers goes on in major cit-
ies of the nation. We work for the 
good health of Kazakhstan people 
and forming a healthy lifestyle in-
cluding healthy activities that fo-
cus on a person’s health improve-
ment of heart, oncological and 
other health issues into our job,” 
said Kuttykozhayev.

He noted Zerde is not inferior in 
product design or content to for-
eign counterparts in Russia, Bela-
rus, Ukraine, Germany or the U.K. 
when analysing Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) markets 
and exhibitions abroad.

Zerde herb teas are quite popu-
lar among the nation’s pharmacy 
products and consumers.

“We export our product to Kyr-
gyzstan and negotiations with Rus-
sia, Armenia, Uzbekistan and Ta-
jikistan are currently underway,” 
said Kuttykozhayev.

The company participates in 
charity events and provides herbal 
teas for low-income families, or-
phanages and retirement and nurs-
ing homes. Zerde-Phyto also col-
laborates with kindergartens and 
health centres.

Zerde herbal teas for colds, im-

mune boosting and even sedative 
tea can be found in any big city 
pharmacy. The herb packs are suit-
able for daily use; herbal tea for 
children and women, the green tea 
series with cowberry with Melissa, 
rose with barberis or tilia addi-
tives.

“Leading a healthy life style 
starts with healthy eating. Our 
products focus on health improve-
ment and preventing diseases or 
complications with an existing 
condition. Therefore, an herb prod-
uct must also be safe and efficient. 
We make an effort to provide good 
quality raw material with the help 
of laboratory tests. We always talk 
about health and why our prod-
ucts are good by contacting our 
distributors and consumers,” said 
Kuttykozhayev.

He meets pharmacists and phar-
maceutical academy and medical 
students to discuss and persuade 
people to pay more attention to 
herbal therapy and products rather 
than chemicals. Kuttykozhayev 
believes Kazakh people need to 
discuss these topics, take preven-
tative measures, enhance their im-
mune systems, enrich their bodies 
with vitamins and lead a healthy 
lifestyle not only when a health 
issue arises and puts a person in 
pain, but also before it happens.

Soviet Cakes Were Hard to Get but Worth the Try

Dara charity foundation volunteers meet with foster home children.
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Austrian EXPO 
2017 Pavilion: 

Mind, Soul, Power
Staff Report

ASTANA – Austria is readying 
to showcase its latest develop-
ments in clean and alternative en-
ergy at the next international exhi-
bition to take place next year.

The nation is one of the world’s 
recognised leaders in develop-
ing clean energy, with two-thirds 
of its total electricity generation 
coming from alternative sources. 
Thus, Austrian officials have en-
thusiastically accepted the invita-
tion to participate in EXPO 2017 
and are among the first countries 
to present a detailed vision of the 
future pavilion. Austria’s Nation-
al Expo Commissioner Richard 
Schenz and his team presented 
the concept at an Oct. 11 meeting 
in the capital with Astana EXPO 
2017 Chairperson Akhmetzhan 
Yessimov.

Austria will have a unique pavil-
ion offering interesting insight into 
some of the latest green technolo-
gies, said Schenz. He highlighted 
the strong economic ties between 
Austria and Kazakhstan, with a 
trade turnover worth 1.3 billion 
euros (US$1.4 billion), adding 
participation in the world exposi-
tion can provide impetus to further 
deepening economic and cultural 
ties.

National office head Rudolph 
Ruzicka revealed some details of 
the future pavilion titled “Mind, 
Soul, Power.” Austria will share 
a venue with the Czech Republic 
and Sweden. The Austrian portion 
will be rather spacious, with a total 
of 900 square metres accommodat-
ing 10 different stations. The sec-
tions will be set up in the format 
of a continuous entertaining game, 
appealing to visitors of every age, 
and feature a special programme 
for potential business partners.

The general idea of the exhibi-
tion set-up will be based on a sim-
ulated car trip, taking visitors from 
one experience to another. The ad-
ventures will help guests become 
more aware of the power spent on 
simple routine activities, such as 
watching television or making cof-
fee, in the hope of inspiring them 
to become more conscious and re-

sponsible energy consumers, said 
Ruzicka.

Pavilion organisers are also 
looking to appeal to younger visi-
tors. Interactive games for children 
will focus on presenting complex 
concepts and ideas in simple and 
fun ways.

EXPO 2017 will be the third 
world’s fair where Ruzicka will 
head the Austrian national office. 
He spoke highly of his Kazakh 
counterparts, noting their profes-
sionalism and motivation. Ruz-
icka also noted the importance and 
timeliness of the “Future Energy” 
theme which Kazakhstan chose for 
the exhibition.

“We believe that this global issue 
can only be resolved through the 
joint effort of all countries and na-
tions,” he said during the meeting.

The Austrian team selected the 
“Mind, Soul, Power” project from 
22 applications submitted across 
Europe. The winning project team 
consists of architects, art historians 
and engineers who are now devel-
oping the technical specifications 
of the pavilion. Organisers indi-
cated preference will be given to 
a Kazakh construction company 
with a reasonable price offer, as it 
will help to avoid the transporta-
tion costs which would otherwise 
be incurred with an Austrian com-
pany. Building materials used for 
construction and installation will 
be recyclable, said team members.

Austria’s Trade Attaché for Ka-
zakhstan Michael Müller noted 
four of the nation’s 23 clean en-
ergy companies have already been 
approved to participate in the best 
practices category. He added Aus-
trian companies were pleased with 
the opportunity to share their green 
energy know-how and technology.

At the end of the meeting, Aus-
trian Ambassador to Kazakhstan 
Gerhard Sailler, emphasised the 
importance for his nation of par-
ticipating in EXPO 2017.

To date, 104 countries have con-
firmed their participation in the 
world’s fair, of which 98 countries 
have appointed commissioners 
and 82 have signed participation 
agreements. EXPO 2017 will be 
held June 10-Sept. 10 in the capi-
tal.

APCO Worldwide to Be Responsible 
for American EXPO 2017 Pavilion

By Aiman Turebekova

ASTANA – The U.S. State De-
partment officially announced 
APCO Worldwide as its EXPO 
2017 partner to design and man-
age the American pavilion “The 
Source of Infinite Energy.”

At a Nov. 10 event held at the 
Kazakh embassy in Washington, 
DC, Company founder and exec-
utive chairperson Margery Kraus 
said her team and partnering or-
ganisations are humbled with the 
“honour to be selected for this 
responsible mission to set up the 
U.S. pavilion at Astana EXPO 
2017” and are fully prepared to 
assume the task. She invited U.S. 
companies to rise to the occasion 
and join hands in order to make 
the pavilion a success.

The key role of the exhibition 
is in further advancing strong 
partnerships between countries 
and providing a unique opportu-
nity for American companies to 
demonstrate their latest technol-
ogy innovations, said U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State Nisha 
Biswal at the same event. She 
noted those goals have become 
possible thanks to broad financial 
support from private American 

companies interested in develop-
ing strong cooperative ties with 
Kazakhstan.

In his turn, U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Dr. Ernest Moniz praised 
the bilateral strategic partnership 
in energy, nuclear security and 
non-proliferation, emphasising 
Kazakhstan is an important part-
ner in these spheres. He recalled 
his April visit to the capital and 
fruitful dialog with Kazakh lead-
ership, expressing thanks for 
“legendary hospitality” and long-

term vision of world processes.
Drawing attention to the global 

trend in innovation development, 
Moniz noted the innovation focus 
of the exhibition and emphasised 
the relevance of the theme “Fu-
ture Energy.” He announced his 
readiness to support the pavilion 
by presenting new American sci-
entific technology.

The United States-Kazakhstan 
Business Association partnered 
with the Kazakh embassy in or-
ganising the Nov. 10 event dedi-

cated to U.S. participation in 
EXPO 2017. According to a Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs press re-
lease, the American pavilion has 
created a lot of interest among 
academics, diplomats and entre-
preneurs.

Kazakh Ambassador to the U.S. 
Kairat Umarov welcomed guests 
and addressed relations between 
the countries. In turn, Moniz ac-
knowledged Kazakhstan’s impor-
tant role in the energy field and 
foresaw continued progress in 
Kazakh-U.S. cooperation in vari-
ous areas.

An official U.S. delegation led 
by Thomas Shannon, Under Sec-
retary of State for Political Af-
fairs, recently visited the Kazakh 
capital and toured the pavilion. 
He described the structure as “a 
beautiful building and a wonder-
ful pavilion,” adding Americans 
will accelerate all procedures re-
garding the nation’s participation 
in the exhibition.

EXPO 2017 will be held June 
10-Sept. 10 and more than two 
million visitors generating five 
million visits are expected. To 
date, 105 countries have official-
ly confirmed their participation 
and 101 countries have appointed 
commissioners.

Continued from Page B1

Marcus travelled more than 
30,000 kilometres and crossed 33 
borders. The trip ran through Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Russia, Ukraine, Po-
land, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, France, Andorra, Spain, 
Morocco, Western Sahara, Mauri-
tania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin, 
Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Con-
go, DRC, Angola and Namibia.

“The moment I crossed the bor-
der into South Africa I felt satis-
fied in successfully completing 
the expedition from Kazakhstan to 
South Africa. During the last four 
months, there were many highs 
and lows. There were moments of 
utter despair and hopelessness, but 
I always soldiered on and over-
came any obstacles in my path,” 
he said.

He noted his mission is to dis-
cover new cultures, food, language 
and music.

“I’ve been in and out of Ka-
zakhstan 12 times. In Kazakhstan, 
I found beshbarmak (the national 
meal of boiled horse meat with 
pastry noodles and potatoes) and I 
learned some Kazakh. I found that 
Borat was not from Kazakhstan 
and it’s completely different. Most 
of the Kazakhstan steppe was flat 
and boring, but I enjoyed seeing 
the millions of horses as well as 
eating horse meat. In the south, 
close to the Uzbek, Kyrgyz and 
Chinese borders, the mountains 

are very special, as well as the 
lakes such as Big Almaty Lake and 
Charyn Canyon as well,” Marcus 
told The Astana Times.

He encountered many obstacles 
in the last few months, including 
a border problem, frequent lack of 
communication and unsafe routes 
between warring countries. He ad-
mitted he is eager to continue trav-
elling around the world, but cur-
rently is enjoying his stay at home.

“Arriving in the southwest cor-
ner of Africa, a natural question is 
‘Where to next?’  A quick answer 
is the Caribbean. In December 
2016, I will travel by cruise ship 
from Gran Canaria to the Domini-
can Republic, stopping at several 
islands on the way. After that, Hai-

ti, Cuba and possibly Central and 
South America,” he said.

In late October Marcus, Ka-
zakh Ambassador to South Africa 
Talgat Kaliyev and South Afri-
can Ambassador to Kazakhstan 
Shirish Soni spoke on the Ubuntu 
radio programme about the auto-
mobile expedition, a project that 
united the two countries.

“Both Ambassador Kaliyev 
and I wanted to show the world 
that geography and logistics 
should not prohibit us from pro-
moting tourism. We should pro-
mote trade and investments. We 
should promote people-to-peo-
ple contact… We want business-
es, cultural organisations and our 
politicians on both sides and our 

youth to know that it is possible 
to bring Central Asia and South 
Africa very close… It is possible 
for us to have much more contact 
at all levels between Kazakhstan 
and South Africa,” said Soni.

He added the main purpose of 
the trip was to encourage business 
people and tourists that distance 
and logistics are not a barrier.

Marcus proved there is nothing 
as strong as human spirit, said Ka-
liyev. He also spoke about popular 
tourist destinations in Kazakhstan 
which can be attractive to South 
African residents.

“Kazakhstan is a big country 
with a harsh climate because it is 
very continental. People can pick 
up the options to see the biggest 
rocking formations in the world, 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in the cen-
tre of Kazakhstan and mountains 
which are some of the world’s best 
for skiing,” he said.

KazGeo members were pleased 
to assist the traveller, as one of the 
organisation’s goals is developing 
domestic tourism and promoting 
travel as a way of understanding 
the world.

“We are all human and nothing 
human can be alien to us. To help 
the stranger and give him shelter 
is a part of the Kazakh tradition. 
Now, people know more about 
Kazakhstan thanks to the joint ef-
forts of KazGeo and the embassies 
of the two countries,” said KazGeo 
General Committee Chairman To-
legen Tastanbekov.

Finnair to Launch  
Flights to Astana

By Kseniya Voronina

ASTANA – Finnair, the national 
flag carrier and largest airline of 
Finland and member of the One-
world international alliance, has an-
nounced it will offer direct flights 
from Helsinki to Astana in time for 
the opening of EXPO 2017.

“Adding the Helsinki – Astana 
route will be a great asset to our 
growing network for summer 
2017. This is the first time when 
Finnair flies to Kazakhstan, and 
we are pleased to take this first 
step in building our presence in the 
Central Asian region, which ex-
pects millions of visitors to EXPO 
2017. And we are happy to offer 
our European and North American 
customers an efficient way to trav-
el to the exhibition via our hub in 
Helsinki,” said Commercial Direc-
tor of Finnair Juha Järvinen.

The airline’s entrance into the Ka-
zakh market has been announced 
with new short-haul routes from 
Helsinki to Astana in summer, ac-
cording to press service of Finnair 
and WelcomeNordic Information 
Blog. The airline will operate flights 

connecting the northernmost capital 
of the world and Astana, home to 
EXPO 2017, twice a week from June 
20 to Aug. 17 in 2017. The flights to 
Astana will be aboard Airbus A319. 
Flight duration is four hours 10 min-
utes. Departures from Helsinki will 
be operated on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Departures from Astana – on 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Finnair’s routes have covered 
Asia, Europe and North America. 
The airline focuses on comfortable 
and convenient flights, carrying 
them through its hub in Helsinki. 
In 2015, the airline carried more 
than 10 million passengers, con-
necting 17 cities in Asia with more 
than 60 destinations in Europe.

The airline is a pioneer in the 
field of sustainable flight, reducing 
the effect of air travel on the cli-
mate, and it is first in the world on 
the index of Project Carbon Dis-
closure Leadership.

Finnair is the only Scandinavian 
airline with a four-star Skytrax rat-
ing. The company is the winner 
of awards of World Airline and 
has maintained its lead in the last 
seven years as the best airline in 
Northern Europe.

South African Adventurer 
and his Challenging Trip... 

Marriott Wins World Travel Award 
as Country’s Leading Business Hotel

Continued from Page B1

“We hope guests will feel the 
difference when they compare 
us to other hotels and destina-
tions, whether it’s Astana or Ka-
zakhstan, it’s because we have 
the brand – Marriott. When our 
guests arrive, they have certain 
expectations that are connected 
with the brand and that is what 
the brand does – it generates a 
guarantee. People have certain 
expectations of us, so to our 
guests getting this award is a 
confirmation of the brand they 
have chosen,” he said.

Mahuas believes being labelled 
as a business hotel is very relevant 

considering the city’s status as a 
business destination.

“Astana is a brand new city. It 
is the leading energy behind the 
scenes and it just qualifies by de-
fault as a business city. So winning 
the ‘Best Business Hotel’ is some-
thing that identifies us here now. 
Whether it’s corporate or indi-
vidual, economic or the Expo next 
year, it is connected to business. 
This was the right category for us 
to choose; we focused on it and it 
was a good sign of recognition that 
our guests voted for us,” he said.

Among of the key drivers of 
Marriott’s success, Mahuas noted 
the loyalty reward programme, lo-
cal networking and the chain’s rep-

utation around the world. He add-
ed the hotel is the only one in the 
capital with an executive lounge.

“The hotel business in Kazakh-
stan is growing extremely fast. 
When I first arrived here in June 
2012, in terms of international 
brand hotels there were only few 
internationally branded hotels. 
Since then, the city has seen or 
will see in the near future about 
half a dozen brand hotels opening. 
The industry is growing and that is 
always a good sign. It means there 
are activities in the city; it is being 
recognised internationally.”

He noted some of the nation’s 
traits suit the hotel business.

“When I arrived in Kazakh-

stan, I met a lot of people who are 
friendly and generous but didn’t 
necessarily have the experience of 
working at a five-star hotel. This 
is where we come in to help with 
that aspect of things. We guide and 
train our staff and we rely on our 
human resources to make sure our 
service standards are at the top lev-
el. At Marriott, we know our best 
asset is our staff and we work with 
them to get better,” he said.

“To conclude, I would like to 
thank all our guests for their loy-
alty and their votes in helping us 
winning this award and I also 
would like to thank our teams for 
their everyday efforts in making 
this hotel a successful hotel!”

David Clinton Marcus

(L-R) Margery Kraus, Nisha Biswal, Kairat Umarov, Dr. Ernest Moniz and 
Sarah Frese, executive director of the U.S. Kazakhstan Business Association at 
the Kazakh Embassy in Washington, DC, on Nov. 10.
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Nine-Year-Old Kazakh Boxing 
Talent Shows Amazing Skills

By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Nine-year-old 
Kazakh boxing prodigy Evnika 
Saadvakass keeps astonishing 
world audiences. “Iron” Mike 
Tyson, women’s bantamweight 
champion Ronda Rousey, UFC 
president Dana White and many 

others are amazed by her abil-
ity. Evnika can now throw 221 
punches in 30 seconds.

Under the supervision of her 
father and trainer, Rustam Saad-
vakass, the young star has been 
training in Russia alongside her 
six siblings.

“Boxing is a fantastic option 
for children to improve mental 

and emotional health and develop 
physical skills,” said Saadvakass, 
according to tengrinews.kz.

“Of course, boxing as a martial 
art provides extra protection for 
my children. I have five daugh-
ters and I have nothing to worry 
about. For decades, I tried to 
adapt the exercises of this rough 
sport for my children excluding 
any injuries and risks. At that 
time, I didn’t know what would 
come in the way of my study; I 
just felt all the hidden potential in 
this sport. But now, when I have 
gone through the most difficult 
path creating a training system, I 
certainly believe that soon many 
parents will be willing to involve 
their children in the sport and de-
velop such outstanding skills as 
Evnika shows,” he added.

Saadvakass is often asked 
about the style he uses to train 
his children, as people realise 
the boxing family is practicing a 
new method in the combat sport. 
Evnika has fantastic speed and 
her reaction and concentration 
are very high.

“Perhaps in this case it is not 
about style, but about the new 
concept of martial arts. We still 
need some time [to reveal Evni-
ka’s further skills]. I don’t want 
to rush; a lot of work is ahead of 
us,” he said.

He is proud of his talented and 
charismatic daughter.

“She has an ability to inspire 
people. Her persistence and in-

credible abilities motivated more 
than a million people around the 
world to involve their children in 
sports. Sports clubs, different or-
ganisations and studios from all 
over the world are inviting us for 
a visit and this is in addition to 
commercial invitations,” he said.

Evnika will decide indepen-
dently whether she wants to be-
come a professional boxer, he 
added.

“A boxer, as any other athlete, 
can gain numerous victories but 
fail to become a great fighter if he 
or she treats the work as a craft. 
For true success, boxing should 
become a vocation, a matter of 
life causing passion and desire to 
improve skills. For this reason, I 
don’t raise hopes too much. I’m 
waiting for Evnika’s decision. 
Nothing stimulates better for the 
victories than one’s own desire to 
win,” said Saadvakass.

He and his wife, Ania, want 
their kids to be hard-working, 
diligent, friendly and responsible 
people and now the whole family 
is striving to achieve a common 
goal.

In November 2015, French di-
rector Olias Barco invited Evnika 
to Ukraine to play in “Polina,” a 
family adventure film verging on 
fantasy. Evnika portrays herself, 
a girl-boxer. She was lucky to 
work with famous cinematogra-
phy figures in Kiev. The official 
release of film is scheduled for 
2016.Ph
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Kazakhstan Continues 
Preparations for 2017 

Winter Universiade 
By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – Kazakh Prime 
Minister Bakytzhan Sagintayev 
instructed interested state bodies 
to continue preparations for the 
2017 Winter Universiade  in Al-
maty during the Nov. 14 govern-
ment meeting. He noted the event 
should be held at the highest level.

Minister of Culture and Sports 
Arystanbek Muhamediuly said the 
Ministry, in collaboration with the 
Kazakh Federation of University 
Sports, formed a list of applicants 
to participate in the Universiade. 
The nation’s roster currently has 
227 of the strongest athletes, 121 
males and 106 females. They will 
work together with 66 profession-
als, including coaches, doctors 
and masseurs. Major Kazakh ath-
letes, including figure skater Den-
is Ten, freestyler skiers Zhanbota 
Aldabergenova, Julia Galysheva 
and Pavel Kolmakov, speed skat-
ers Roman Krech and Stanislav 
Palkin and short-track skaters 
Abzal Azhgaliyev, Aidar Bekzh-
anov, Denis Nikischa and Nurber-
gen Zhumagaziyev, will take part 
in the event.

In order to make visa issues 
easier for foreign participants and 
fans, Foreign Minister Erlan Id-
rissov said beginning Jan. 1, Ka-
zakhstan will launch a visa-free 
regime up to 30 days for citizens 
of member countries of the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development (OECD) 
and European Union, as well as 
Malaysia, Monaco, Singapore and 
the United Arab Emirates.

Since its independence, Ka-
zakhstan has participated in 12 
World University Games and won 
44 medals, including 18 gold, 13 
silver and 13 bronze.

Kazakhstan is the first among 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States (CIS) countries to host 
the Winter Universiade, although 
this is not Almaty’s first foray into 
holding this kind of multi-sport 
event. In 2011, the city was the 
site of the Seventh Asian Winter 
Games.

The organising committee 
is currently in the active phase 
of preparing for the event. Op-
erational activities are being ac-
complished in accordance with 
and guidance of the International 
Federation of University Sport 
(FISU). Winter Universiade will 
be held Jan. 29-Feb. 8, with an 
excess of 2,000 athletes from 57 
countries expected to take part in 
the event. Three thousand volun-
teers, including individuals from 
foreign countries and Kazakh 
regions, will be involved in the 
organisation. More than 30,000 
guests and tourists are expected to 
attend the festivities, according to 
almaty2017.com.

The Universiade’s programme 
will include 12 sports – alpine 
skiing, biathlon, curling, speed 

skating, Nordic combined, cross-
country, ski jumping, snowboard-
ing, figure skating, freestyle skat-
ing, ice hockey and short track. To 
date, 57 countries have officially 
registered to take part in the event. 
There will be 127 international 
judges and around 600 national 
technical officials and 86 medals 
will be awarded.

The Games Control Centre will 
function to monitor the event on-
line 24 hours a day. The competi-
tions will be held at eight venues: 
Shymbulak Ski Resort, Medeu 
High-mountain Ice Rink, Sunkar 
International Ski Jumping Com-
plex, Baluan Sholak Sports Pal-
ace, Alatau Cross-country Skiing 
and Biathlon Stadium, Almaty 
Arena, Halyk Arena and Tabagan 
Ski Resort.

The Athletes’ Village is being 
constructed specifically for the 
event for the first time in Winter 
University Games history. The vil-
lage consists of eight-nine-storey 
apartment blocks in eight build-
ings and four 14-storey, univer-
sal square in the middle, a dining 
room for 800, swimming pool, 
medical centre, cinema and do-
mestic service facilities, as well 
as a two-storey platform with a 
rich infrastructure that will ensure 
comfortable service for the par-
ticipants. All venues built for the 
Winter Universiade will be availa-
ble for public use after the games.

An opening ceremony will take 
place Jan. 29 in the Almaty Arena 
and the competition will officially 
start after the lighting of the 2017 
Winter Universiade main caul-
dron. The most important part of 
the ceremony will be the parade of 
participating countries along with 
a special cultural programme. The 
closing ceremony will also be held 
Feb. 8 in Almaty Arena, when the 
games will be officially closed 
after passing the FISU flag to the 
city of Krasnoyarsk, the host city 
of the 29th Winter Universiade.

According to FISU tradition, the 
award stand must be located in the 
centre of the city and the Medal 
Plaza will be situated in front of 
Republic Palace. Organised wel-
coming ceremonies will be held 
Jan. 25-29 for foreign delegations 
arriving in the Athletes’ Village. 
After the ceremonies, the flags of 
all participating countries will be 
displayed in Flag Alley.

The slogan of the Universiade 
is “Spread your wings!” with the 
hope it will encourage participat-
ing youth to succeed. The 2017 
logo is presented in the form of 
stylised wings and has a distinct 
dynamic form (top from left to 
right) meant to symbolise growth 
and the pursuit of excellence. The 
mascot is a young falcon named 
Sunkar, a free and strong inhab-
itant of the Kazakh steppes that 
symbolises speed, flight, light-
ness, energy and a thirst for vic-
tory.

Roman Krech Wins Speed Skating 
World Cup Stage in China

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – Kazakh racer Ro-
man Krech won a 500-metre stage 
race at the Nov. 11-13 Internation-
al Skating Union’s (ISU) Speed 
Skating World Cup in Harbin, 
China.

Krech covered 500 metres in 
35.07 seconds, 0.03 seconds ahead 
of the reigning world champion, 
Russia’s Pavel Kulizhinikov, who 
is a World Cup winner and a world 
record holder at this distance. 
Dutchman Kai Verbij came third 
(+0.12).

“[Running a] sprint is a deli-
cate matter, and running in early 
pairs can be even more beneficial 
than in the subsequent ones. A 
high result achieved at the begin-
ning, challenges your rivals’ psy-
chological balance. Those who 
cope with the nerves run [as they 
normally can] but the ones who 
do not, burn out and make mis-
takes. So I try not to pay atten-

tion to the seconds shown by my 
rivals. Yet on the third day, with 
a crazy desire to improve the pre-
vious day’s success, I was a bit 

short of what I truly desired,” 
Krech said.

The last time a Kazakh skater 
won gold at the World Cup was 21 

years ago in Davos, Switzerland 
when Vadim Shakshakbayev took 
the top spot. He covered the dis-
tance in 0:36.45 seconds.

Astana will host Dec. 2-4 one of 
the next stages of the ISU Speed 
Skating World Cup. In these stag-
es, athletes compete for spots in 
the 2017 ISU World Single Dis-
tances Speed Skating Champion-
ships.

The World Cup is contested on 
each track separately for a pool of 
points that the athlete gains in six 
stages. Depending on positions in 
each of the final protocols, points 
for the World Cup stages are com-
piled.

The second stage was Nov. 18-
20 in Nagano, Japan, which hosted 
the 1998 Winter Olympics. The 
third stage will be in Astana. Ad-
ditional stages will be in the Neth-
erlands and Germany while Rus-
sia will host the final. In seeking 
the World Cup, racers compete in 
individual distances and the all-
around.

Kazakhstan Crushed 1:4 by Denmark in FIFA 
World Cup 2018 Qualification’s Match

By Anuar Abdrakhmanov

ASTANA – Ahead of the 
Nov.  11 match in Copenhagen, 
the Kazakh national team’s man-
agers knew they couldn’t count on 
help from a number of their key 
players. Tanat Nuserbayev, Azat 
Nurgaliev, Tagybergen Askhat, 
and Abzal Beisebekov were un-
available due to injuries while 
Islambek Kuat was suspended 
through two yellow cards accu-
mulated in previous games.

In addition, with Kazakhstan’s 
football season nearly complete 
at the point, many players’ physi-
cal conditions were hardly per-
fect.

The match’s early part turned 
out quite eventful. Eight minutes 
into the game, defender Yeldos 
Akhmetov received a yellow card 
for a bad foul. Moments later, 
the hosts had the opportunity to 
pen score but Nicolai Jørgensen’s 
strike from a head-to-head en-

counter went past both Stas Poka-
tilov and the net behind him.

In one of the following attacks, 
the Danes took the lead. In the 15th 
minute, striker Andreas Cornelius 
sneaked behind Kazakhstan’s cen-
tral defenders and connected with 
a cross from the flank, heading the 
ball right into the net making the 
score 1:0.

However, the Kazakhs did not 
take long to respond. Defender 
Gafurzhan Suyumbayev’s excel-
lent strike from a distance equal-
ised for the visitors 1:1.

For a time, Kazakhstan found 
confidence in the game and was 
creating some more threats to the 
Danish goalkeeper. Bauyrzhan Is-
lamkhan, among others, had an-
other effort from a distance but it 
ended up above the bar.

Soon, however, the Danes 
were back in the lead. Fol-
lowing a corner kick, Yeldos 
Akhmetov fouled on Thomas 
Delaney in the box so the ref-
eree designated a penalty kick, 

which was converted by Chris-
tian Eriksen 2:1.

In the second half, Denmark 
enjoyed much more control and 
created more dangerous moments. 
Pokatilov had to correct a number 
of mistakes from his team mates. 
However, the increasing intensity 
of the Danish attacks implied their 
third goal was coming. It happened 
in the 78th minute when defender 
Peter Ankersen used his chance 
3:1. The outcome was finalised 
when Eriksen scored his second of 
the match, and Denmark beat Ka-
zakhstan 4:1.

“The Danes allowed us to play 
tonight. We lacked a forward at the 
front, which was evident even to 
a naked eye. Our hurriedness and 
the hosts’ superiority in individual 
skills led to too many moments 
in front of our goals, also on our 
fault,” team Kazakhstan’s Man-
ager Talgat Baisufinov said.

“We are glad that we won while 
showing a good display in the 
game. On the first glance, one 

might think that this victory was 
not so important to us [but that is 
a wrong assumption]. We needed a 

win tonight. Throughout the match 
we created threatening situations 
and scored four. Such things al-

ways add confidence,” Denmark’s 
and Tottenham Hotspurs midfield-
er Christian Eriksen commented.
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Family Clinic Opens Telemedicine 
Centre, Boosts Cooperation 

with South Korean Specialists
By Dana Omirgazy

ASTANA – Getting medical 
advice and treatment from lead-
ing South Korean doctors without 
leaving the capital has become 
possible in one of Kazakhstan’s 
best multi-field medical centres. 
Family Clinic introduced Tel-
emedicine Centre Nov. 9, estab-
lished with the support of Kosin 
University Hospital in Busan.

“Busan occupies a leading 
position in providing medical 
services to foreigners. It has the 
largest medical centres of the 
country and the world. We are 
very pleased to be working with 
Family Clinic in Astana. I hope 
we will raise healthcare coopera-
tion between our two cities to an 
ever higher level,” Busan city 
government Health and Welfare 
Department General Director 
Kim Hee Young told The Astana 
Times.

At the launch event, Kim and 
Astana Health Department head 
Yerik Baizhunussov signed a 
medical and health exchange 
memorandum of cooperation be-
tween the cities.

The newly-opened centre is 
equipped with all the necessary 
devices for efficient work. The 
telemedicine project is the first 
cooperative step between Busan 
Hospital and Family Clinic. The 
sides intend to expand that co-
operation and find new areas of 
collaboration to introduce high 
technology and quality healthcare 
services.

Remote analysis and monitor-
ing services are supposed to re-
duce healthcare service costs, 
improve patient diagnosis and 
minimise the time for the doc-
tor’s decision-making that should 
favour life-saving treatment.

Kosin University Hospital 
President Hark Rim noted the 
hospital is one of South Korea’s 
leading cancer treatment centres. 
He noted Busan specialists are 
ready to assist the Family Clinic 
medical staff.

“Previously, we had problems 
getting information about pa-
tients and sending documents 
back. Starting now, the Telemedi-
cine Centre will speed up the 
process of obtaining information 
about patients,” he said.

The project will allow South 
Korean professionals to evalu-
ate, diagnose and treat Kazakh 
patients using cutting-edge tel-
ecommunication technology. Tel-
emedicine allows delivering care 
from a distance, enhancing col-
laboration between patients and 
foreign doctors, improving treat-
ment results and cutting medical 
costs.

The event was also attended by 

city Akim (Mayor) Asset Isseke-
shev, who noted healthcare is a 
major focus of the government.

“Many hospitals, clinics and 
medical centres have been built 
in the capital. This year, we are 
completing the construction of 
the TB dispensary and ambu-
lance station. Life expectancy has 
reached 75 years in Astana and it 
is the highest figure in the repub-
lic. Every year, the child and ma-
ternal mortality rate is declining 
and TB cases and fatality rates 
for other diseases have decreased 
substantially over the past few 
years,” he said.

Issekeshev congratulated the 
clinic’s medical staff and its 
South Korean partners on open-
ing the Telemedicine Centre and 
wished them prosperity and con-
tinued successful work.

The medical facility is already 
cooperating with German health-
care organisations. Its young 

and promising doctors regularly 
visit foreign countries to undergo 
training and hone their skills.

“Our multi-field Family Clinic 
was founded two years ago. Our 
specialists have the opportu-
nity to attend advanced training 
courses in Busan. We still have 
many promising areas for coop-
eration. At the moment, we are 
planning to construct a surgical 
hospital in Astana and conduct 
surgeries with Korean counter-
parts. We are the first clinic in 
the city to introduce the Tele-
medicine Centre and we are will-
ing to work with other medical 
organisations in Astana,” said 
Family Clinic chief physician 
Maya Kashkimbayeva.

The healthcare provider em-
ploys approximately 100 clini-
cal staff, including M.D.s, quali-
fied first and second category 
doctors and recognised medical 
professors. Family Clinic physi-
cians have undergone internships 
abroad and apply the latest treat-
ment methods aimed at preserv-
ing and maintaining the health of 
the patient.

The facility has succeeded in 
creating a trustworthy atmos-
phere – even people scared of 
seeing a doctor feel comfortable 
at its entrance. Family Clinic 
shares a philosophy of minimis-
ing stress and maximising com-
fort for adults and children and 
offers a broad range of high-
quality services at reasonable 
prices.

“Over the next three months, 
the cost of online consultation 
with South Korean professors 
will be 7,000 tenge (US$20.28). 
We want our patients to have the 
opportunity to get advice from 
foreign specialists at a fair price,” 
said Family Clinic Development 
Director Olga Chernyavskaya.

Hark Rim (L) and Kim Hee Young

Astana Street 
Named After 
Nikola Tesla

By Azamat Syzdykbayev 

ASTANA – One of the capital’s 
streets now carries the name of fa-
mous Serbian scientist Nikola Tesla. 
Akim (Mayor) of Astana Asset Is-
sekeshev and Prime Minister of Ser-
bia Aleksandar Vučić took part in 
the opening ceremony on Nov. 15.

The street is near Family Village 
cottage town. The Serbian Prime 
Minister expressed his hope at the 
opening ceremony that the street 
will strengthen bilateral relations, 
noting that Kazakh President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev came to Bel-
grade this year to unveil a monu-
ment to well-known Kazakh poet 
Zhambyl Zhabayev.

“It is a great honour for me 
to be present at an historic event 
for Astana residents and Serbia 
citizens. During his first official 
visit to Serbia, Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev personally 
unveiled the monument to poet 
Zhambyl Zhabayev,” Vučić said.

“The time has come today for 
me with a big pride to launch a 
street in Astana named in honour 
of one of the highest respected and 
famous Serbians both in Serbia 
and abroad. On behalf of Serbia’s 

government and the entire Serbian 
nation, I want to express apprecia-
tion to the leadership of Kazakh-
stan and in particular to President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev,” the Ser-
bian Prime Minister said.

Issekeshev stressed that dedicat-
ing a street name to Nikola Tesla 
is a symbol of the two nations’ 
friendship.

“Recently, during the visit of 
our President to Serbia, a monu-
ment for Zhabayev was launched 
as well as a decision about one of 
the streets of Belgrade conferring 
the name ‘Kazakhstan’. Today, the 
name of famous Serbian scientist 
Nikola Tesla was given to one of 
the capital’s streets. I wanted to 
note that one of the central ave-
nues pass here where EXPO 2017 
exhibition will be held,” Astana 
Akim said.

The capital’s street receiving 
Tesla’s name was not the only 
occasion aimed at strengthening 
Kazakh-Serbian relations. A docu-
ment to develop international and 
interregional economic ties, trade, 
economic and cultural cooperation 
was signed between Astana Akim 
and Siniša Mali, a Serbian econo-
mist and politician, and current 
Mayor of Belgrade.
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Kazakhstan’s Top Winter 
Destinations Await

By Zhazira Dyussembekova

ASTANA – The cold weather is 
not an obstacle for those who want to 
spend time outside the city and have 
a great holiday. Whether it is a just a 
weekend or a week, that time of the 
year is a new opportunity to discover 
new places or rediscover old ones.

The closest place to Astana and 
probably the most visited one is 
Borovoe. It is a village and it was 
built around a lake of the same name. 
Borovoe is a lovely getaway for those 
who like to relax during their vaca-
tion, but it also suits for people in love 
with sports and other activities.

In the resort, visitors can choose 
among riding a horse, snowmo-
biling or ATV. At the same time, 
there are opportunities for skiing, 
ice skating and snowboarding. The 
place also offers a wide range of 
sanatoriums. Activities for various 
budget levels are also available.

“A trip to Borovoe is a great way 
to remove the physical and psy-
chological stress accumulated for 
years and sanatoriums only help in 
achieving this goal,” according to 
borovoe.kz.

If you do not wish to spend your 
time at sanatoriums, you always stay 
at a fancy or simple hotel, motel, hos-
tel or rent a house or an apartment.

One interesting place to visit in 
Borovoe during winter season is a 
Santa Claus Village, which is lo-

cated next to the Rixos Hotel. The 
place sometimes is referred to as 
Lapland. There you can ride in a 
sled pulled by huskies or reindeers, 
as well as make a selfie with Santa.

For those who would like to get a 
more extreme experience, Kazakh-
stan offers amazing ski resorts in 
its mountain areas.

Famous Shymbulak is located 
only 25 kilometres from the former 
Kazakh capital Almaty. It can be 
reached by a cable car at the Medeu 
ice rink. It has both skiing and snow-
boarding options. The Almaty region 
offers numerous options.

Yelik Sai, Almatau, Ak-Bulak, 
Lesnaya Skazka and Tabagan, Al-
maty region’s most famous resorts, 
are situated not far from one an-
other. Talgar highway, the road to 
Yelik Sai, goes through Beskainar. 
The lodge has four cable cars with 
two-kilometre lengths and the angle 
of the slope is about 40-45 degrees. 
Almatau, on the road which also 
travels through Beskainar, has a flat 
slope for beginners and an extreme 
one measuring 800 metres. Yelik Sai 
and Almatau both offer skis for rent 
and the latter also has snowboards.

Ak-Bulak, 10 kilometres from 
Talgar in a beautiful Trans-Ili Ala-
tau gorge, offers skiing and snow-
boarding.

Lesnaya Skazka welcomes visi-
tors to the Oi-Karagai gorge in 
Trans-Ili Alatau. The angle of the 

slope is only 35 degrees, which is 
perfect for beginners. Tabagan is 
also in Talgar region, only 17 kilo-
metres from Almaty. It is 1,650 me-
tres above sea level.

Visiting one of them is also a great 
chance to visit Almaty, the country’s 
biggest city. Taking into account the 
fact it is much warmer in winter than 
Astana, it can be a quite pleasant ex-
perience to walk on the streets and 
see its attractions.

Another destination for ski lovers 
is East Kazakhstan’s resorts. East 
Kazakhstan has additional skiing 
opportunities, such as Nurtau resort. 
Located 35 kilometres from Ust-
Kamenogorsk, it provides a com-
plete range of equipment for visitors 
for rent.

Altai Alpes resort, 24 kilometres 
from Ust-Kamenogorsk, features 
Gornaya Ulbinka. The complex 
has 10 runs of varying difficulty, 
one of which is flat for novice ski-
ers and snowboarders. The length of 
the slopes ranges from 600 to 1,200 
metres. Edelveis resort is in Ridder, 
a small town about 130 kilometres 
from Ust-Kamenogorsk. The length 
of the slopes is about 1,300 metres 
and the angle is approximately 35 
degrees. The region also has Star-
dust camp, six kilometres from Rid-
der near Verkhnyaya Khariuzovka. 
Oryol resort is 12 kilometres from 
Zyryanovsk in East Kazakhstan. 
The length of its slopes is up to 
2,500 metres, one of the longest in 
Eastern Kazakhstan.

For fishing fans, Kazakhstan has 
a number of lakes and reservoirs 
where one can practice skills at ice 
fishing. Ice fishing is a great way 
to check your stamina and forge 
unforgettable memories. There are 
dozens of places where you can do 
that, including Balkhash, Yessil, 
Kapshagai and more.

Overall, the winter is a good pe-
riod to visit all Kazakh cities. Abun-
dant snow and a festive New Year’s 
mood add a magical touch.
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Borovoe


