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Lagarde: Kazakhstan 
Is a Country with 

a Promising Future
By arnur Rakhymbekov

International monetary Fund 
(ImF) managing director Christine 
Lagarde pays her first ever visit to 
astana on may 24 to discuss with 
Kazakh and regional authorities 
how to address the economic chal-
lenges and put Kazakhstan and the 
region on the right track to growth 
and prosperity. In this interview 
with the KazInform news agency 
kindly shared with The astana 
Times, she discusses ImF assess-
ments of economic situations in 
Kazakhstan, Russia and China, the 
Fund’s recommendations on tack-
ling the issues at hand, as well as 
her recent inclusion by Time maga-
zine into the list of the most influen-
tial people in the world.

Madame Lagarde, welcome to 
Kazakhstan. This is your first visit 
to Kazakhstan and Central Asia. 
What is the objective of your trip 
and what are your expectations 
from meeting with Kazakhstan’s 
officials?

It is indeed my first trip to Ka-
zakhstan and the region. It is a 
momentous time for Central asia, 
with the 25th anniversary of inde-
pendence, and it is also a challeng-
ing time. The prices of oil and other 
commodities have declined sharply, 
growth in key trading partners, such 
as Russia and China, has slowed, 
and global financial conditions have 
tightened. These developments can 
be long-lasting, and that’s why the 
regional round table that we are or-
ganising together with the Kazakh 
authorities comes at the right time. 
We will be discussing how to ad-
dress the economic challenges and 
put Kazakhstan and the region on 

the right track to growth and pros-
perity. and this will have to involve 
national policies as well as regional 
cooperation.

What are your views on the per-
spectives of Kazakhstan’s economy?

Kazakhstan has achieved a lot 
since its independence. The past 
15 years in particular have been 
a time of growing prosperity and 
rising living standards, mostly as 
a result of increased production 
and high prices of commodities. 
Kazakhstan wisely saved some of 
the earnings from this period, plac-
ing them in a national fund. This 
helped the country navigate effec-
tively through the aftermath of the 
2008-09 global financial crisis.

now the challenges are different. 
similar to other oil exporters, the 
decline in oil prices has had a major 
impact on Kazakhstan. The country 
is projected to grow by only 0.1 per-
cent this year, much lower than the 
average growth rate of 7.5 percent 
during the last 15 years, which was 
quite impressive. and we don’t ex-
pect growth to pick up very quickly 
over the next few years, so this is re-
ally a big change.

continued on Page a4

AEF to Cover Kazakhstan’s 
First Privatisation Forum, 
UNDP 50th Anniversary
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

asTana – The United na-
tions development Programme’s 
(UndP) 50th anniversary and its 
contribution to sustainable de-
velopment in Kazakhstan, prob-
lems and prospects of linking the 
silk Road economic Belt and the 
eurasian economic Integration are 
among the highlights of this year’s 
astana economic Forum.

searching to introduce a new 
model into certain national econo-
mies, including Kazakhstan, is one 
of the main goals of the annual 
political and economic event aeF 
2016.

an upcoming forum on Kazakh-
stan’s first privatisation must iden-
tify new opportunities for invest-
ing in key sectors of Central asia’s 

economy, including Kazakhstan. 
This forum will be may 25. The 
Great silk Road countries’ forum 
will be the same day and intends 
to unite government and business 
representatives of europe, asia 
and middle east.

among the issues on the agen-
da will be linking two geopoliti-
cal projects in eurasia – China’s 
silk Road economic Belt, also 
known as One Belt, One Road, 
and the eurasian economic Un-
ion. Possessing a high potential 
for forming a new economic 
reality for the region, these ini-
tiatives share common direction 
and contact points and their link-
age will allow building a more 
concerted and efficient strategy 
of co-development of countries 
in the region.

continued on Page a4

Senegal Supports Kazakhstan’s Bid 
for non-Permanent Seat on Un  

Security council for 2017-18
By aiman Turebekova

asTana – senegalese Presi-
dent Macky Sall confirmed his 
country will vote for Kazakhstan 
in the nation’s bid for a non-per-
manent seat on the Un security 
Council for 2017-18. The vote will 
be held in June as part of the 70th 
session of the Un General assem-
bly.

sall came to Kazakhstan may 
20 and President nursultan naz-
arbayev said his first visit to the 
country laid a foundation for fu-
ture cooperation.

“In the context of rapproche-
ment with the african continent, 
this visit has profound significance 
not only for our country but for the 
entire region of Central asia. I am 
sure that Kazakhstan and senegal 
can conduct mutually-beneficial 
cooperation on a wide range of is-
sues. The similarity of positions of 
our countries allows us to engage 
in multilateral institutions,” he 
added.

The President indicated sene-
gal’s leader supports Kazakhstan’s 
idea for establishing a single glob-
al network under the auspices of 
the Un in combating international 
terrorism and extremism.

“Being members of a muslim 
community, we have agreed to 
cooperate in the framework of 
the Organisation of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC). In particular, 
this applies to Kazakhstan’s ini-
tiatives on holding Islamic In-
frastructure Integration, the OIC 
summit on science and technol-
ogy, in 2017 in astana. The sen-
egalese side supports our pro-
posal for creation of the Islamic 
Organisation for Food security, 
which is headquartered in asta-
na,” he said.

The sides also touched on the 
theme of preserving the unity of 
the muslim countries and empha-
sised the issue of reconciliation 
in the Islamic world. The Kazakh 
leader invited the senegalese del-
egation to participate in the sixth 

Congress of Leaders of World and 
Traditional Religions in 2018.

In the course of the negotiations, 
nazarbayev noted special atten-
tion was paid to issues of trade and 
economic cooperation.

“nowadays, this aspect of our 
interaction is not well developed 
due to geographical remoteness as 
well as [the lack of] well-function-
ing transport logistics. However, 
the energy, agriculture and bank-
ing sectors are among our potential 
areas of cooperation. I hope that 
senegal will take part in eXPO 
2017,” he added.

The parties also agreed to ex-
pand cooperation in the fields of 
culture, education and sports. Ka-
zakh football clubs perform suc-
cessfully with senegalese athletes.

nazarbayev noted the african 
continent, with more than a billion 

people, has considerable natural 
resources.

“This continent will develop dy-
namically. I think that it has a great 
future in the 21st century. Kazakh-
stan desires to increase its pres-
ence and expand its cooperation 
with african countries,” he added.

The President congratulated his 
senegalese counterpart and the 
nation’s people on the upcoming 
day of africa and wished all the 
countries of the continent prosper-
ity and well-being.

nazarbayev ended by thanking 
Sall for the informative, confident 
and fruitful dialogue and expressed 
assurance the agreements reached 
will contribute to the deepening of 
bilateral cooperation in all areas.

sall said the senegalese side ap-
preciates Kazakhstan’s efforts in 
terms of modernisation.

“astana embodies the policy of 
Kazakhstan. I want to emphasise 
the role of your country in the re-
gion and beyond as part of the pro-
motion of peace and the initiatives 
put forward by you. We also fully 
support your initiative for the es-
tablishment of interfaith dialogue 
and countering international ter-
rorism and extremism,” he added.

senegal intends to use Kazakh-
stan’s experience in developing the 
mining, high tech and agriculture 
industries. sall also congratulated 
the country for winning the right 
to host EXPO 2017 and confirmed 
his nation’s participation. He in-
vited nazarbayev to visit senegal 
to further strengthen cooperation.

The next meeting of the presi-
dents is expected to take place in 
september during the G-20 sum-
mit in China.

christine Lagarde

Senegalese President macky Sall (L) and Kazakh President nursultan nazarbayev (R).

Yessimov Says 
EXPO Preparations 

Well on Track
By aiman Turebekova

asTana – eXPO 2017 has 
negotiated with the International 
exhibitions Bureau to achieve 
the lowest prices for the event, 
making it not only affordable 
to the Kazakh people but also 

attractive to foreign tourists, 
said chairman of the astana 
eXPO 2017 national company 
akhmetzhan yessimov. Tick-
ets will be released June 10 and 
available only online until au-
gust, after which they can be 
purchased at ticket windows.

continued on Page B6

Kazakhstan Shows Economic  
Growth in Key Sectors,  
President Tells Officials

By malika orazgaliyeva

asTana – Foreign direct invest-
ment (FdI) increased 30 percent in 
2015 in Kazakhstan’s agricultural 
industry and 80 percent in the coun-
try’s petroleum products sector, 
President nursultan nazarbayev 
told a may 18 meeting of govern-
ment ministers and regional akims 
(governors). He also reported that 
2015 FdI in Kazakhstan’s engineer-
ing sector increased seven fold.

The head of state noted that, 
despite difficult economic circum-
stances, the country’s construction 
industry grew by 6.5 percent in 
2015, the agricultural sector by 2.6 
percent and the transport sector by 
more than 4 percent. nine regions 
of the country also experienced 
growth in production volumes, he 
said in the meeting meant to brief 
officials on economic progress.

The growth resulted from the 
country’s anti-crisis measures and 
allowed wage increases in multiple 
sectors.

“This year we increased wag-
es of the public servants in the 
spheres of education by 29 per-
cent, healthcare by 28 percent and 
other sphere by 40 percent. In addi-
tion, by 25 percent were increased 

scholarships for students, as well 
as pensions for disability and loss 
of breadwinner. The amount of 
joint and several pension payments 
increased by 9 percent. all of this 
is the result of timely anti-crisis 
measures,” nazarbayev said.

He also stressed the importance 
of the country’s nurly Zhol infra-
structure development programme 
and industrialisation in the coun-
try’s continued economic growth. 

more than 840 billion tenge has 
been allocated in 2016 for the nur-
ly Zhol programme.

“as the result of six years of 
industrialisation, there were in-
troduced about 900 new business 
enterprises throughout the country. 
However, not all of it was success-
ful. Thus, 21 projects are inactive 
and 13 projects were excluded as 
problematic. In view of the exist-
ing gaps, we need to revise the 

principles of the programme based 
on the criteria of competitiveness, 
efficiency of the business models 
and financial performance. There-
after, finance only those projects 
with return,” the President said.

He also pointed out that the con-
struction of infrastructure projects 
under the Business Road map – 
2020 has not started properly.

“money allocated to the road map 
should operate for the benefit of 
population through the construction 
of housing, roads, hospitals and wa-
ter facilities,” nazarbayev stressed.

The head of state reminded 
about the moratorium on the lat-
est land code changes. He said 
that newly created Commission 
on Land Reform should explain to 
people the importance of improv-
ing land legislation.

nazarbayev also said that the 
upcoming 25th anniversary of in-
dependence is a good opportunity 
to show the citizens of Kazakhstan 
and the rest of the world the suc-
cesses of the country.

“We must demonstrate to the 
world our ability to solve any is-
sues through constructive dia-
logue. We must show that we are 
united country, committed to its 
goals,” he noted.
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The ministry of national econ-
omy released updated statistics 
regarding the Kazakh population. 
The ministry noted a growth of 
257,000 people in just one year; 
as of april 1, the total popula-
tion was 17,733,200. accord-
ing to ministry representatives, 
the birth rate has also increased. 
The natural population growth in 
January-march hiked by almost 
10.5 percent compared to the 
same period a year earlier. mean-
while, the population of astana is 
expected to exceed one million in 
2017, President nursultan naz-
arbayev announced earlier this 
year.

Healthcare and social devel-
opment Vice minister yelzhan 
Birtanov announced the country’s 
intent to seek strategic medical 
partners abroad to modernise and 
improve the country’s medical 
education. Teachers from Italy, 
sweden and the United states 
will help Kazakh medical insti-
tutions improve educational pro-
grammes and research systems. 
The programme is being success-
fully implemented globally and 
six Kazakh medical universities 
will sign agreements with foreign 
partners by July 1, said Birtanov. 
Foreign teachers will work side 
by side with their Kazakh coun-
terparts and demonstrate how to 
teach basic disciplines. many 
anglo-saxon universities have 
their branch offices in Southeast 
asia and effectively promote 
this model in the middle east, he 
added.

The Bollywood feature “Time 
of Love” is being filmed in Asta-
na and almaty. director Jay Bee 
became interested in Kazakhstan 
after an official meeting with In-
dian Prime minister narendra 
modi, who recently visited the 
Central asian nation. modi told 
Bee a number of interesting facts 
about Kazakhstan and he decided 
to shoot a few scenes in the coun-
try. The director promises the 
film will have dancing scenes and 
drama. shooting began this week 
and the actors were tough and not 
too scared of the menacing winds 
and climate changes, apparently. 

Twenty agro producers in aktau 
presented meat and dairy as well 
as baked products and vegetables 
at a local fair. according to the 
customers, prices were 10 per-
cent lower than the usual market 
price. senek, one of the partici-
pants, specialises in fur and has 
been in the market for more than 
20 years. Company representa-
tives demonstrated their goods 
made of fur and felt, like vests, 
hats and overcoats. “Our farm is 
200 kilometres from aktau. We 
employ over 200 local residents 
who are engaged in animal breed-
ing,” said senek chief specialist 
amanzhol Tasmaganbetov.

Former Khabar agency (na-
tional television broadcaster) 
Chairman aidos Ukibai was ap-
pointed press secretary of the 
President’s press service, while 
former board chair first dep-
uty almagul akhmetzhanova 
has been promoted to head the 
agency. akhmetzhanova started 
working for Khabar in 1999; in 
2004, she became head of the 
programme board and in 2011 
was appointed to her most recent 
post. Khabar will undergo some 
concept changes to improve its 
work for society, said minister 
of Information and Communica-
tions dauren abayev. 

The commission of the min-
istry of education and science 
involved in implementing tri-
lingual education and the length 
of school breaks should include 
teachers from rural schools, 
according to Kazakh TV. The 
agency should report on all 
stages of work, noted Kazakh 
mPs. The public commission, 
composed of teachers, school 
principals, mPs and public ac-
tivists, was also formed to study 
the timing to introduce trilin-
gual education. The commission 
will be functional until 2019 to 
analyse the reforms in education 
and, if necessary, to adjust the 
pace of implementing trilingual 
education. The first results will 
be announced this fall.

commission will Review all Proposals
By malika orazgaliyeva

asTana  – First deputy Prime 
minister Bakhytzhan sagintayev 
summed up the results of the 
Land Reform Commission’s first 
session, during a recent briefing 
at the Central Communications 
service.

“We created the headquarters 
of the commission under the min-
istry of agriculture. The secre-
tariat of the commission started 
its work, which is to accumulate 
all the proposals from both the 

commission members and those 
received from the regions. many 
proposals have been received. In 
addition to the land issues, there 
were many other proposals that 
will be considered. Proposals that 
do not relate to the activities of 
the commission will be redirected 
to the relevant state bodies,” he 
said.

sagintayev informed that there 
is call-centre number 1434 that 
people can use to address ques-
tions about the land reform, as 
well as the website jerturaly.kz.

“We are interested in the in-

volvement of a maximum number 
of our citizens in the discussion, 
therefore, we involved all the so-
cial councils under the akimats of 
astana and almaty, as well as re-
gional centres,” sagintayev said.

sagintayev urged all citizens to 
take part discussions on the issue.

He recalled that on may 14 
members of the land commis-
sion agreed to split into four task 
groups: economic, legal, on the 
legality and transparency of pro-
cedures in the provision of land 
and a group on information and 
outreach.
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Bakhytzhan Sagintayev, first deputy Prime minister.

Young Generation’s 
Strong Views, A Key 

Component of Success in 
Defeating Corruption

By Barry Spitz

south african ambassador 
shirish soni and I brought a 
topic to the astana and almaty 
students which was only a week 
old – the Panama Papers. It may 
have been an esoteric subject for 
the rest of the world, but for the 
informed and brilliant students 
of the silk Road nothing is un-
familiar or uncomfortable. They 
are the true masters of everything 
new. We travelled with them 
through political intrigues and 
the corridors of financial power.

Then it was the students’ turn 
to take us through an introduc-
tion to the dynamic young men 
and women of Kazakhstan. We 
were enchanted.

I tried to do an ice-cold com-
parison with my students in Texas 
and Paris. If, in my attempted ob-
jective evaluation, I came down 
in favour of the Kazakhstan stu-
dents, I found myself obliged to 
seek to analyse the factors which 
pushed me in their favour. These 
were primarily their positions in 
relation to the past, the present 
and the future.

What struck ambassador soni 
and me at once was the students’ 
knowledge and awareness of the 
past. With laughter and charm we 
kicked off our history of organ-
ised crime with al Capone, who 
advised that “once in the racket, 
you’re always in it.” next, the 
students had a wry smile for slick 
Willie sutton who answered the 
FBI when they asked him why he 
had robbed more than 100 banks: 
“Because that’s where the mon-
ey is.” When he left jail, sutton 

became an expert consultant on 
bank security.

Then we reviewed the world 
of today with the students. The 
Panama Papers have revealed 
frightening levels of corruption 
worldwide. Corruption is esti-
mated to be at least a $40 billion-
a-year business. every day, funds 
destined for schools, healthcare 
and infrastructure in the world’s 
most fragile economies are si-
phoned off and stashed away 
in the world’s financial centres 
and tax havens. Corruption, like 
a disease, is eating away at the 
foundation of people’s faith in 
government. It undermines the 
stability and security of nations. 
so it is a development challenge 
in more ways than one: it directly 
affects development assistance, 
but it also undermines the pre-
conditions for growth and equity. 
most impressively, Kazakhstan 
students show great clarity and 
hold strong views on the moral-
ity of what is right and what is 
wrong.

Collectively, we guided dis-
cussions to the future. What to 
do about the existing patterns of 
political and fiscal corruption? 
so powerful and clear were the 
views expressed by the students 
that we can all hold hope for an 
improved economy where we 
can look forward to the students 
of astana and almaty playing an 
effective and constructive role in 
developing a brave new world 
for all to share.

The author is the professor 
and a prominent expert on in-
ternational tax planning.

Land Reform commission to continue work
By Bakir artykbayev

asTana – a second meeting of 
the special Land Reform Commis-
sion took place in astana on may 
21 in a continued effort to calm 
public sentiment over recent land 
code changes that have sparked 
sporadic rallies.

The changes, which involve ag-
ricultural lands, were put on hold 
by Kazakh President nursultan 
nazarbayev on may 5 until next 
year and until they can be better 
explained to the public or until 
further amendments can be intro-
duced better satisfying the national 
interests. However, some citizens 
concerned about the changes and 
apparently unaware of the ongo-
ing work of a representative com-
mission sought to organise rallies 
around the country on may 21. 
Those rallies involved the deten-
tions of some citizens and journal-
ists.

“Today a group of individuals 
tried to organise and hold unau-
thorised rallies. as a result, they 
were briefly detained by local 
police and freed immediately,” 

Chairman of the administrative 
Police Committee of the Internal 
affairs ministry of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan Igor Lepekha said at 
a press briefing on May 21, add-
ing that the detention of journal-
ists who had gathered to cover a 
rally at the Baiterek monument in 
astana was probably the result of 
an unfortunate misunderstanding. 
He added that the journalists were 
freed within one hour.

Kazakh Information and Com-
munications minister dauren 

abayev also promised to look into 
saturday’s detentions of journal-
ists by law enforcement officials.

“This is also why the new in-
formation and communications 
ministry has been set up,” abayev 
said. “I learned about the deten-
tion of your colleagues, contacted 
the interior ministry, and all cir-
cumstances are being analysed 
now. We will work to find out 
why they were detained,” he said. 
“yes, we will support journal-
ists generally in their work and 

in performing their professional 
duties,” abayev told journalists 
in commenting on the incident on 
saturday.

asked whether the ministry 
would work with law enforce-
ment to make sure that no such 
incidents happen in the future, 
abayev said, “Certainly, let me 
assure you.”

While  more than 70 commission 
members from business, nGOs, 
academia, media, government and 
parliament were debating the land 

issue and building a national con-
sensus on it, some planned rallies 
in different regions of the country.

Kazakh deputy General Pros-
ecutor andrei Kravchenko said 
that most of the citizens detained 
were involved in unauthorised ral-
lies. On may 21, he said around 40 
people were charged with admin-
istrative offences for attempts to 
organise the rallies.

The second meeting of the com-
mission, set up earlier in may,  
focused on the whole range of is-
sues related to the sale and lease 
of land. The commission plans to 
have several meetings in astana, 
held every saturday. Commission 
members are then to discuss the 
changes with public councils and 
public organisations around the 
country before a final decision will 
be submitted for the consideration 
of the Kazakh Parliament.

The government says the contro-
versial land code changes were not 
intended to allow foreign owner-
ship of the Kazakh land, but only 
to extend the current limit of rent-
ing agricultural land from 10 years 
to 25 years to help encourage in-
vestment and innovation.
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a two-week exhibition dedicated 
to the assembly of the People of 
Kazakhstan (aPK) was launched 
at the Un Headquarters in new 
york. Representatives of various 
Un member states are curious about 
Kazakhstan’s model of social cohe-
sion and national unity, according to 
the Kazakh ministry of Foreign af-
fairs. International experts noted the 
aPK’s principles were successfully 
combined with the basic Un values 
in the 20 years of its existence. Its 
charter clearly states that its priori-
ties are the equality of all people in 
society regardless of their race or 
religion. Visitors also highlighted 
the importance of the Congress of 
Leaders of World and Traditional 
Religions, which is held every three 
years in astana, as well as Kazakh-
stan’s peacekeeping initiatives.

Kazakhstan’s special Forces team 
took part in the Warrior 2016 compe-
tition with their counterparts in Jordan 
at the King abdullah II special Op-
erations Training Centre (KasOTC), 
Today.kz reports. It was the eighth 
such competition, with 25 teams 
from 11 countries competing for five 
days. The teams demonstrated their 
tactical combat skills, shooting, dex-
terity and teamwork. In particular, the 
Kazakh team was best at storming 
the Punisher airplane and took third 
place in the relay and shooting with 
the automatic gun soul Cruncher. ac-
cording to one of the members of the 
Kazakh team, the organisers change 
things every time and this year there 
were a lot of surprises that made the 
competitions really interesting.

Air Astana is cancelling flights 
from astana to Ulan Bator from June 
2, Today.kz reports. The reason was 
the revocation by mongolia of a pre-
viously issued permit. The Kazakh 
airline reported that there could be 
three reasons to revoke the permit, 
though none were observed in this 
case. On top of that, the airline said 
the reasons given by the mongolian 
side keep changing. On march 28, 
Rosaviatsiya (the Russian air routes 
authority) refused permission to fly 
to Ulan Bator with no clear reason. 
at the moment, air astana is reach-
ing out to customers who hold tick-
ets to the mongolian capital.

a store selling Kazakhstan-made 
food products, astau, opened in the 
Chinese city of yiwu. according to 
entrepreneur nurgali maimakov, 
various products can be exported to 
China from Kazakhstan. There are 
administrative challenges, however, 
and it is important to speak the local 
language, but the Kazakh consulate 
in shanghai is helping the business-
men overcome the barriers in the 
way. Local residents have noted 
the high quality of the Kazakhstan-
made products and the lack of ex-
cess chemical additives.

Two Kazakh projects were award-
ed by the european Bank for Recon-
struction and development (eBRd) 
in London after an independent 
commission reviewed the portfolios 
of all projects financed by the bank 
last year. a cement plant from shy-
mkent and the largest solar station in 
Central asia in the Zhambyl region 
were recognised as the best projects, 
24.kz reports. according to director 
General of samruk Kazyna Invest 
Kairat naizabekov, this is a good 
sign. “In 25 years of the eBRd’s 
history this is the first award that was 
received by Kazakhstan. We believe 
that a big step was made in opening 
the project financing instrument,” he 
said. With the eBRd’s support, Ka-
zakhstan could continue aiding pri-
vate initiatives in renewable energy, 
said aida sitdikova, regional energy 
and natural resources director. “This 
is excellent cooperation. The eBRd 
will continue supporting initiatives 
on the integration of the green econ-
omy,” she noted.

A safflower oil factory from the 
Zhambyl region started exporting 
products to China, Belgium and 
the netherlands. The factory used 
to work only for the local market; 
however, after receiving a 115 mil-
lion tenge ($342,737)  loan, it ex-
panded its capacity. It used to pro-
duce two tonnes of safflower oil, 
and with demand from China it now 
has increased its output to 30 tonnes. 
The Kazakhstan-made products are 
becoming popular and are regarded 
as high quality products with fewer 
chemical additives.

Kazakh delegation attends dialogue in 
Brussels, connectivity conference in Berlin

By malika orazgaliyeva

The Kazakh delegation took an 
active part in the recent events 
convened in Brussels, Belgium 
and Berlin, Germany, where it 
promoted better dialogue with 
the european Union and connec-
tivity projects on the eurasian 
continent. 

Brussels hosted the third high 
level political and security dia-
logue between the european Un-
ion (eU) and Central asian coun-
tries. european external action 
service (eeas) deputy secre-
tary-General for Political affairs 
Helga schmid chaired the meet-
ing held may 18 at the deputy 
foreign ministers level.

deputy Foreign minister Ro-
man Vassilenko headed the Ka-
zakh delegation, which included 
representatives of the ministry of 
Foreign affairs, ministry of In-
ternal affairs and Committee for 
national security.

according to a Kazakh minis-
try of Foreign affairs press re-
lease, the participants exchanged 
views on a number of key issues 
of mutual relevance, including 
counter-terrorism, border man-
agement, migration and regional 
connectivity and ways to further 
enhance concrete cooperation in 
these areas.

Particular attention was paid 
to deepening cooperation in 
border management and com-
bating drug trafficking within 
the framework of the updated 
regional programmes of the eU 
BOmCa (Border management 
Programme in Central asia) and 
CadaP (the Central asia drug 
action Plan), as well as strength-
ening cooperation within eU 
BOmnaF (Border management 
northern afghanistan).

during its existence, security 
dialogue in the eU-Central asia 
format has become an effective 
platform to discuss mutually 
significant political and security 
issues. Participation by afghan 
representatives provided the op-
portunity to consider the regional 
situation in a broader context and 
discuss joint efforts of Central 

asian countries, the eU and af-
ghanistan to create conditions for 
the country’s sustainable devel-
opment.

“We are convinced that the 
development of the situation in 
afghanistan will largely depend 
on the degree of involvement 
in the reconstruction process 
of both the neighbouring states 
and the eU. We look forward to 
the outcomes of the conference 
on afghanistan scheduled for 
this autumn. We hope the eU 
and its member states will make 
a significant financial and prac-
tical contribution to the further 
development of afghanistan,” 
said Vassilenko in his remarks. 
“We propose establishing a 
communication channel for the 
rapid exchange of information 
on the situation in the whole re-
gion and in afghanistan in par-
ticular.”

Officials from Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan, Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan also attended the meet-
ing. as per last year’s dialogue in 
Dushanbe, Afghan officials were 
invited to participate.

The meeting also served as 
preparation for the upcoming 

Brussels Conference on afghani-
stan, planned for Oct. 5.

The Berlin Business Confer-
ence, held may 18-19, was or-
ganised by the Organisation for 
security and Co-operation in 
europe (OsCe) German chair-
manship. Kazakh OsCe perma-
nent representative ambassador 
Kairat sarybai and Kazakh am-
bassador to Germany Bolat nus-
supov, as well as representatives 
of national companies, joined the 
country’s delegation.

during the Connectivity for 
Commerce and Investment ses-
sion, the conference’s final, Vas-
silenko spoke about the main 
priorities of Kazakhstan’s policy 
in making the effective use of the 
country’s geographic location in 
the centre of eurasia.

“Our country and region are 
increasingly being seen not as 
landlocked but as land-linked, a 
connecting bridge between conti-
nents, cultures and trade. Playing 
our full part in strengthening this 
economic connectivity is a top 
priority for Kazakhstan, both in 
our national policies and in our 
partnerships with other coun-
tries,” he said.

at the meeting, Vassilenko 
presented prospects for mutual 
connection and conjunction of 
various integration initiatives 
and infrastructure development 
programmes, including the silk 
Road economic Belt and eura-
sian economic Union (eaeU). 
He focused on developing trans-
port and transit opportunities in 
the region, including harmoni-
ous links among projects such as 
nurly Zhol, Kazakhstan’s pro-
gramme of infrastructure devel-
opment, and the Western europe-
Western China international road 
corridor.

“In the three years between 
2015 and 2017, Kazakhstan will 
have invested 9 billion U.s. dol-
lars of our own money [under 
the nurly Zhol programme] to 
develop major transport projects. 
We are, for example, accelerat-
ing the establishment of a logis-
tics hub in the east and maritime 
infrastructure in the west of the 
country,” he said referring to the 
Khorgos dry port on the border 
with China and the aktau sea 
port on the Caspian sea.

dialogue and long-term eco-
nomic cooperation should also 

be established between the 
eaeU and eU, he added bring-
ing up President nursultan naz-
arbayev’s initiative, discussed 
earlier this year with european 
Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker.

Vassilenko invited interested 
companies to join Kazakhstan in 
implementing important devel-
opments. He noted Kazakhstan is 
eager to see the involvement of 
european companies across the 
second phase of industrialisation 
and privatisation of its economy. 
In this context, he stressed the 
country has advanced favourable 
conditions to encourage foreign 
participation.

While in Berlin, the Kazakh 
diplomat met with OsCe east-
ern europe director andreas Pe-
schke, Kazakh-German Business 
Council for strategic Coopera-
tion Co-Chairman Peter Tils and 
German economy eastern Com-
mittee regional director martin 
Hofmann. The sides discussed 
topical issues of bilateral rela-
tions and noted the successful 
cooperation between the coun-
tries to implement economic 
agreements, especially regarding 
commodity and technology, as 
well as Germany’s participation 
in astana eXPO 2017.

Vassilenko also spoke with 
austrian ministry of Foreign af-
fairs secretary-General michael 
Linhart regarding issues of the 
bilateral agenda and austria’s 
upcoming OsCe Chairmanship 
in 2017.

They noted that the proposed 
slogan of the austrian chairman-
ship, “Greening the economy, 
Building Partnerships” is very 
much in tune with the priorities 
of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy 
and the concept of the upcoming 
international specialised exhibi-
tion eXPO 2017. In this context, 
the sides discussed in detail the 
possibility of bringing together 
the two countries’ efforts next 
year, including in terms of organ-
ising an austrian chairmanship 
event on the platform of eXPO 
2017 on the development of al-
ternative energy sources and im-
proving energy security.

EaEU to focus on Relations with 
non-member countries in 2016

By aiman Turebekova

asTana – Improving the eur-
asian economic Union’s (eaeU) 
relationships with outside coun-
tries will be among the organisa-
tion’s 2016 priorities, according 
to a press release from the Kazakh 
Prime minister’s press service.

“[This year is the] year of deep-
ening the eurasian economic Un-
ion’s economic relations with third 
countries and key integration as-
sociations,” said Prime minister of 
Kazakhstan Karim massimov dur-
ing a may 20 meeting of eaeU 
heads of government in yerevan, 
armenia. Kazakhstan is eaeU 
chair for 2016. “Kazakhstan has 
always been a supporter of attract-
ing new members to the ‘orbit’ of 
eurasian integration. Our Union is 
formed as an open economic com-
munity. meanwhile, we need to 
put emphasis on cooperation with 
technologically developed and in-
vestment-attractive countries and 
unions.”

dialogue and cooperation be-
tween the eaeU and the european 
Union, massimov said, could play 
a crucial role for economic growth 
on the continent.

“establishment of a common 
economic space from the atlantic 
to the Pacific oceans should be-
come a long-term goal of coopera-
tion between the unions. This was 
said repeatedly by Presidents nur-
sultan nazarbayev and Vladimir 
Putin,” the Kazakh prime minister 
stressed.

He added that Kazakhstan con-
siders the integration process an 
opportunity for eaeU countries to 
become a bridge between the east 

and West and a competitive part of 
the world economy.

The may 20 eurasian Intergov-
ernmental Council meeting also 
addressed issues, such as a concept 
for common markets of oil and its 
products of the eaeU, distribution 
of import customs duties between 
the budgets of eaeU member 
states in 2015 and preparations of 
the Customs Code agreement. The 
council also agreed to meet aug. 
12 in sochi and Oct. 28 in minsk 
and continue work on the customs 
code.

eurasian economic Commis-
sion’s minister of Trade Veronika 
nikishina said the eaeU might 
sign a free trade agreement with 
Israel in 2017. she added that the 
eaeU Commission would like to 
create a schedule with non-mem-
ber countries on possible free trade 
pacts. The commission is con-
sidering China, Iran and Israel as 
the most attractive partners and is 
studying the deals with India and 
egypt.

during the meeting, Russian 
Prime minister dmitry medvedev 

said eaeU countries should not 
lose the opportunity to cooperate 
with asian countries.

In the framework of the meeting, 
the eurasian Intergovernmental 
Council prime ministers met with 
armenian President serzh sarg-
syan.

“We all have joined the eura-
sian economic Union, proceed-
ing from our economic interests. 
It is important for the adopted 
decisions to be tangible to the 
business environment, consumers 
of all goods and services. I think 

most important here is the elimi-
nation of technical obstacles that 
hamper the free transportation of 
goods and services and diminish 
the economic efficiency of eco-
nomic processes,” the armenian 
President said.

He also highlighted the impor-
tance of the security component in 
developing eaeU member state 
economies and presented the lat-
est developments on the Karabakh 
issue.

The council first met in 2016 in 
moscow on april 13.

Prime ministers of the EaEU council and chairman of the Board of the Eurasian Economic commission Tigran Sargsyan pose at their meeting on may 20 in 
yerevan,  where issues of the common EaEU market were tackled. 
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national Bank Reduces Basic Interest Rates
By Kseniya Voronina

Chairman of the national Bank 
of Kazakhstan daniyar akishev 
recently announced the bank has 
introduced a new basic interest 
rate, which is an important tool for 
monetary policy and an indicator 
for market conditions.

“The reduction of the basic rate 

from 17 percent to 15 percent 
means the reduced volatility of 
market rates. This measure will al-
low market participants to reduce 
the degree of uncertainty on opera-
tion costs,” said akishev.

The decision to reduce basic 
rates and to narrow the interest 
rate’s corridor was made may 5. 
accordingly, the rates for perma-
nent access operations amounted 

to 16 percent (previously – 19 per-
cent) to provide liquidity and 14 
percent (previously – 15 percent) 
to withdraw liquidity.

according to the survey on in-
flation attitudes conducted in April 
2016 among Kazakh citizens, the 
number of respondents expecting 
the acceleration of inflation or its 
maintenance at a current level dur-
ing the next 12 months has dropped 

from 61.6 percent estimated in 
January 2016 to 41 percent.

“In recent times the monthly 
inflation rate is within the normal 
trend. during the past four months, 
inflation amounted to 3.6 percent.  
However, the inert adjustment of 
prices for regulated services and 
non-traded goods hasn’t been com-
pleted yet,” commented akishev.

It was noted that the inflation is 

constrained by low consumer de-
mand and the decline in economic 
activity. The amount of credit of-
fers in the market will also remain 
limited in the near future. This is a 
factor, which also affects both the 
growth and decline of inflation in-
dicators.

The bank forecasts the inflation 
rate stays within the 6-8 percent 
corridor by the end of the year.

continued from Page a1

The upcoming forum will be 
held with the direct involvement 
and partnership of the Boao Fo-
rum for asia, an international 
forum that brings together gov-
ernment representatives, busi-
nesses and academia of asia and 
other continents to discuss the 
economic dynamics of asia and 
the world.

a separate session of aeF will 
be dedicated to the 50th anniver-
sary of the United nations de-
velopment Programme. speak-

ers will talk about Kazakhstan’s 
important achievements, lessons 
learned, as well as their vision of 
cooperation between Kazakhstan 
and UndP during this session on 
may 25.

The United nations (Un) as-

sistant secretary-General, UndP 
assistant administrator and di-
rector of the Regional Bureau for 
europe and the Commonwealth 
of Independent states (RBeC), 
Cihan sultanoglu will partici-
pate in the forum’s press confer-
ence.

during the press conference, 
she will speak about sustainable 
development Goals (sdGs) ap-
proved by Un member states in 
2015 and how the Un and UndP 
can support implementing sdGs 
in Kazakhstan, including the 
promotion of the green economy 

agenda. sultanoglu will make a 
reference to UndP’s 50th an-
niversary and its contribution to 
sustainable and inclusive devel-
opment in Kazakhstan during the 
past 23 years of its operation in 
the country.

The forum’s plenary session, a 
number of thematic sessions and 
workshops, as well as high-level 
debates and open discussion in-
volving leaders of world poli-
tics, will take place may 26.

The focus will be on Central 
asia and Kazakhstan, political 
reforms and growth drivers, such 

as the eurasian economic Union 
and the new silk Road.

Chinese Internet commerce 
company ali Baba Group found-
er Jack ma, International mon-
etary Fund (ImF) managing 
director Christine Lagarde, eu-
ropean Bank for Reconstruction 
and development (eBRd) Presi-
dent sir suma Chakrabarti and 
Columbia University econom-
ics Professor and earth Institute 
director Jeffrey sachs and other 
speakers are expected to be at-
tending the forum and the meet-
ings in the run up to it.

Kazakhstan’s Investment climate discussed in London, 
as EBRd Projects Positive Economic Growth for 2016

By aiman Turebekova

asTana – Kazakh government 
officials elaborated on initiatives 
taken to ensure the country is rec-
ognised as an attractive investment 
destination during the european 
Bank for Reconstruction and de-
velopment (eBRd) 2016 annual 
meeting and business forum in 
London.

“The government’s reform agen-
da as well as measures taken by 
the national Bank have been criti-
cal to creating a positive business 
environment in Kazakhstan. The 
eBRd projects positive growth for 
the country and we believe rating 
agencies are six months behind in 
their assessment of its economic 
position,” said Janet Heckman, 
eBRd Country director in Ka-
zakhstan.

The panel, moderated by eBRd 
managing director natasha Khan-
jenkova, included Kazakh Vice 
minister of Finance Ruslan Beket-
ayev, deputy akim (Governor) of  

almaty region serik Turdaliyev, 
Kazakh ambassador to the United 
Kingdom erzhan Kazykhanov 
and Kaznex deputy head askhat 
Beisenbayev. They discussed 
eBRd’s ongoing investment in 
Kazakhstan, noting in the last 25 
years the bank has signed more 
than 200 projects worth around $7 
billion.

The panellists also highlighted 
China’s One Belt, One Road ini-
tiative and Kazakhstan’s nurly 
Zhol programme. They added the 
government pre-empted a drop in 
the price of oil by implementing 
extensive reforms and is now well 
prepared to meet the changing eco-
nomic climate.

“One of the things we did was to 

amend the state budget computing 
a price of $30 per barrel and we 
cut unnecessary spending,” said 
Beketayev to potential investors. 
“We anticipated the scenario and 
we are now fully prepared to meet 
the challenges. We are comfortable 
with the current price of $45 a bar-
rel.”

He added the Kazakh govern-
ment launched a programme to 
ensure the economy’s financing 
through multilateral financial insti-
tutions such as the eBRd and the 
World Bank, as well as the coun-
try’s national Fund and the private 
sector.

Beisenbayev told participants 
Kazakhstan wants to expand and 
diversify its investment opportu-
nities into areas such as agricul-
ture and tourism. He also noted 
because of the recent depreciation 
of the tenge, the Kazakh currency, 
investors will find a “cheap and 
skilled labour pool.”

eBRd is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year. The theme 
of the forum was “Influencing 

Change–The next 25 years” and 
participants looked at ways to fi-
nance green infrastructure invest-
ment, bringing together two of the 
key sustainable development goals 
– the calls for urgent action to 
combat climate change and deliver 
resilient infrastructure.

Green infrastructure is a crucial 
element in the eBRd regions’ 
transition story, helping to lay the 
foundation for economic growth 
while promoting resource, energy, 
and carbon efficiency and reducing 
harmful impacts on the environ-
ment.

In the last ten years, the bank 
invested almost €20 billion 
(Us$22.7 billion) in more than 
1,000 sustainable energy and re-
source projects. The total value of 
those investments exceeds €100 
billion (Us$113.5 billion). since 
its founding, the eBRd has par-
ticipated in projects to promote 
Kazakhstan’s market economy 
through several renewable en-
ergy, mining and agriculture ini-
tiatives.

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 k
az

em
ba

ss
y.o

rg
.u

k

Lagarde: Kazakhstan Is a country with a Promising future
continued from Page a1

now, it was important that the 
authorities allowed the tenge to 
float and strengthened the mon-
etary and exchange rate policy 
framework, all measures that we 
think were appropriate. We think 
the fiscal framework can also be 
improved to bring more clarity and 
sustainability. We are suggesting 
to consolidate the accounts of the 
state budget, the local government 
budgets, as well as so-called “ex-
tra-budgetary” funds into one pres-
entation. This will help give a clear 
position of the authorities’ policy 
objectives and operations.

If oil prices were to stay more 
or less at the current levels, there 
may be a need for the govern-
ment to respond by shifting some 
fiscal resources. Some budget 
items should be cut to control the 
overall balance and create room 
to provide more resources for so-
cial spending – which is needed 
to help protect the poor and most 
vulnerable – and for capital ex-
penditures to help the economy 
grow and create jobs.

We also recommend that Ka-
zakhstan find ways to diversify 
away from oil as the prime source 
of national income. This would 
include making the business en-
vironment and the economy more 

competitive, more integrated re-
gionally and globally, and more 
open and inclusive. We know that 
there is considerable interest in 
Kazakhstan as a “bridge” between 
europe and asia. This interest – 
and the financial resources that 
come with it – are a great opportu-
nity for the country and need to be 
channelled in a way that promotes 
growth and jobs.

As you know, the tenge has 
been devalued lately, what are the 
IMF views on the current value 
and exchange rate flexibility?

The devaluation has created new 
opportunities for exporters, and 
for producers of goods and ser-
vices that compete with imports. 
Of course, the business environ-
ment needs to be such that Kazakh 
entrepreneurs can take advantage 
of these opportunities, and it is al-
ways worth having a look at what 
can be improved in this regard. 
But we also should acknowledge 
that there have been costs to the 
devaluation, too. Inflation has 
picked up, and firms and individu-
als who borrowed in dollars – to-
gether with the banks that lent to 
them – now face more challenging 
prospects. We therefore think the 
central bank should use its mon-
etary policy tools to reduce infla-
tion further, communicate clearly 
about what it is doing, and step up 

the monitoring of banks.

It is no secret that Kazakhstan, 
as well as the region, is depending 
on economies of its neighbouring 
states – Russia and China. What 
is the forecast of IMF for these 
economies and how can Kazakh-
stan and the region address nega-
tive spillovers from these econo-
mies?

The Russian economy contract-
ed in 2015, and the recovery has 
been delayed until later in 2016 
due to the additional fall in oil 
prices. However, Russia’s policy 
actions have eased the effect of the 
shocks by allowing the exchange 
rate to float and adding additional 
capital to the banking system.

For China, an increasingly im-
portant trading partner, we project 
growth of 6.5 percent this year and 
6.2 percent next year. It is true that 
China faces a challenging period 
of rebalancing its economy, but 
China can manage this transition 
with the right mix of policies and 
structural reforms.

What should Kazakhstan do 
about these spillovers? First, as 
I mentioned on monetary and 
exchange rate policy, flexibility 
is the way to go. This has helped 
stop foreign exchange reserve 
losses, preserving those buffers 
for future needs. And currency 

adjustment has pushed up prices, 
so monetary policy should focus 
on inflationary pressures.

Second, on fiscal measures, 
some additional targeted and tem-
porary spending may soften the 
impact of the shocks and support 
economic activity. yet, with the 
shocks expected to last and with 
public debt projected to rise, a 
move towards fiscal consolidation 
in the medium term might be need-
ed, always avoiding spending cuts 
that can harm long-term growth 
and safeguarding targeted social 
spending. Overall, it is important 
for savings to continue to be set 
aside as a buffer for future genera-
tions, and for public debt to remain 
on a sustainable footing.

This year Kazakhstan is cel-
ebrating the 25th anniversary 
of independence. Your personal 
opinion about our country, our 
capital Astana and President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev?

The country and its neighbours 
have made enormous gains over 
the past quarter century, and have 
much to celebrate. Kazakhstan is a 
country with a promising future, an 
important exporter of oil and other 
commodities, and it is located very 
strategically between europe and 
China. you have also built a truly 
beautiful and unique new capital in 
astana – a great achievement!

What will be the achievements 
over the next 25 years? I men-
tioned earlier the importance of 
diversification and other reforms. 
President nazarbayev has set out 
an impressive plan for Kazakh-
stan, including the “Kazakhstan 
2050” and the “100 steps” pro-
grammes. The reform agenda out-
lined in these programmes points 
in the right direction, and we look 
forward to discussing them in the 
course of our regular consultations 
with Kazakhstan.

Recently, Time magazine had 
you in the list of the most influ-
ential people in the world. How 
do you react to this and your per-
sonal formula for success?

It is a great honour to be consid-
ered among the most influential 
people, alongside several other 
notable personalities. I’m gratified 
to have the opportunity to have an 
impact through my daily work, not 
only by advising government of-
ficials on best policies to improve 
their citizens’ lives, but by visiting 
our member countries and talking 
to a wide range of people. It is par-
ticularly important to me to be able 
to share my experience as a career 
woman with younger generations, 
and listen to their concerns. They 
influence me as much as I may be 
able to influence them.

astana Economic forum to cover Kazakhstan’s 
first Privatisation forum, UndP 50th anniversary

The national Bank of Kazakhstan 
has allocated over 62 billion tenge 
(Us$184 million) from the single 
accumulative Pension Fund (saPF) 
to finance 12 second-tier banks.  Ac-
cording to deputy Chairman of the 
national Bank Galymzhan Pirma-
tov, some 200 billion tenge (Us$594 
million) will be directed at financing 
and to the banks to give out loans to 
small and medium businesses. The 
damu Fund was appointed as the 
overseeing and monitoring institu-
tion, given the past experience of the 
fund. 

some 7.8 billion tenge (Us$23.1 
million) was not properly spent in 
2015, according to minister of Fi-
nance Bakhyt sultanov. The min-
ister noted it was one of the best 
indicators in the recent years. The 
expenditures amounted to a little 
over 7 trillion tenge (Us$20.8 bil-
lion) last year. sultanov noted the 
funds were directed first of all to 
finance social obligations. Accord-
ing to him, pensions, social benefits 
and public sector wages were paid 
on time and in full. The minister 
also stressed that there was a budget 
deficit below the planned level in the 
amount of about 900 billion tenge 
(Us$2.6 billion). meanwhile the 
accounts Committee estimated the 
ineffectively used funds at almost 
460 billion tenge (Us$1.6 billion).

The report by the Organisation 
of Petroleum exporting Countries 
(OPeC) indicated a slowdown in the 
crude oil production in Kazakhstan. 
“In march oil production in Kazakh-
stan fell to an average of 1.34 million 
barrels of oil per day,” OPeC stated 
“while in January and February the 
figure was 1.61 million barrels per 
day.” OPeC forecasts for 2016 in-
dicate the volume of daily hydrocar-
bon production in the country will 
be reduced by 40 million barrels and 
total 1.56 million barrels of oil per 
day. However, according to China 
national Petroleum Corp. (CnPC), 
which is one of the stakeholders in 
the development of the large oil field 
Kashagan, an increase to 0.18 mil-
lion barrels of oil per day is expected 
in the first phase of the project start-
ing from June. according to OPeC, 
oil production in Kazakhstan in 
2015 fell by 30,000 barrels a day av-
eraging 1.6 million barrels per day.

serbian deputy minister Rasim 
Ljajić announced of exporting some 
5,000 vehicles to Kazakhstan, To-
day.kz reports. Ljajić noted that Ka-
zakhstan is interested in the serbian 
offer. Preliminary initiatives were 
discussed during the meeting of the 
prime ministers back on Feb. 29 in 
astana. The sides discussed bilateral 
cooperation in trade and economic 
sectors, agriculture, pharmaceuti-
cals, construction and transport.

The national Bank of Kazakhstan 
will compensate over 60 billion tenge 
to depositors due to the currency ad-
justment and the devaluation, bank’s 
deputy Chair alpysbai akhmetov 
told local media. The funds are to be 
compensated at the banks’ expense. 
according to Today.kz, the national 
Bank has worked out and imple-
mented a compensation mechanism 
for urgent tenge accounts for indi-
viduals because of the adjustment of 
the local currency. The compensa-
tion will be paid out through Oct. 10, 
nov. 10 and dec. 10 this year.

The Kazakhstan’s stock exchange 
(Kase) has registered a mass merge 
to tenge assets among investors, ali-
na aldambergen, Kase Chairwom-
an said. The dedollarisation process 
is ongoing and the stock exchange 
could become an additional channel 
of financing for country’s economy. 
There are 130 issuers on the Kase 
today, who place shares and bonds. 
However, the Kase management 
confirmed that in recent years the pri-
vate business, after a nine-year break, 
is being involved in the placement of 
shares and bonds on the stock mar-
ket due to the growing number of 
“transparent” Kazakh companies, as 
well as the ability to attract additional 
investment. Certain sectors like con-
struction companies, shopping cent-
ers, trading companies have high 
debt loads, aldambergen said. The 
placement of shares would enable 
them to improve their financial sta-
bility, and diversify sources of fund-
ing. especially amid rather high bank 
lending rates and a certain slowdown 
in bank lending in general.
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CEO of KB Enterprises Taylan Karamanli (second from left) with officials at 
the launch of the solar power plant on may 20.

The damu fund 
also wants to 
reduce the time for 
consideration in 
second-tier banks, as 
now this procedure 
can last up to four 
months.

One of the largest ever Kazakh-
Israeli investment projects is to be 
launched next year. The launch 
of the project was made possible 
through the establishment of the 
astana International Financial 
Centre. The Israeli company all 
energy Holding is counting on 
the financial institution to create 
an investment fund and to invest 
in Kazakhstan nearly $10 billion. 
Investors believe coal-fired power 
plants are a ‘gold mine’ for Ka-
zakhstan. In addition, a coal chem-
ical industrial cluster is to be cre-
ated in the akmola region. It will 
consist of several factories for the 
production of methanol, gasoline, 
diesel, urea and polyethylene, as 
well as a power station. The pro-
ject is expected to bring an income 
of over $1 billion dollars per year.

seven investment projects worth 
78 billion tenge ($232 million) are 
being implemented this year, ac-
cording to reports from the min-
istry of Investments and develop-
ment. such giants as JaC, Hikma, 
Peugeot, Citroen and Cremonini 
are looking to expand their ac-
tivities in the country. The various 
companies represent pharmaceu-
tical, chemical, agricultural and 
construction industries. experts 
also highlighted the increased in-
terest in the manufacturing sec-
tor in recent years. In general, 
investments in the production of 
petroleum products increased by 
81 percent and mechanical engi-
neering grew seven times, while 
production of foods and beverages 
grew by 30 percent. Over the past 
11 years, Kazakhstan has attracted 
a total of $212 billion in foreign 
direct investments.

The International monetary 
Fund (ImF) has recognised Ka-
zakhstan as one of the leaders in 
implementing economic reforms 
and maintaining financial stabil-
ity in the region, Today.kz reports. 
as evidence, the ImF is planning 
to hold a Regional Conference 
on may 24 and arrange a visit by 
ImF managing director Christine 
Lagarde as part of the astana eco-
nomic Forum. The conference will 
be held behind closed doors in a 
round-table format, according to 
deputy Chair of the national Bank 
Galymzhan Pirmatov. The event 
will gather first managers of the fi-
nancial block of the countries from 
Central asia, the Caucusus and the 
eurasian region.

The first Shymkent Economic 
Forum is to be held in 2017. This 
was decided by the business com-
munity of Kazakhstan at the con-
ference titled “shymkent – the 
third megapolis of Kazakhstan,” at 
the shymkent Rixos Khadisha ho-
tel. The conference was organised 
by the local akimat (city adminis-
tration) and gathered representa-
tives of various businesses from 
astana, almaty, aktau, atyrau, 
Kyzylorda and Karaganda. The 
event created a common platform 
for discussion of the investment 
potential of the southern region. 
The city akimat, headed by Gabi-
dulla abdrakhimov, was tasked to 
create convenient conditions for 
potential investors in the region.

The Kazakhstan stock exchange 
(Kase) reforms that are being im-
plemented by the national Bank of 
Kazakhstan will lead to a new plat-
form for stock trading – it will be 
as easy as buying something online, 
Tengrinews.kz reports, citing chair 
of the trading firm SkyBridge In-
vest sholpan ainabayeva. she wel-
comed the bank’s initiatives by stat-
ing, “as I understand, this platform 
is not an alternative market. It is an 
additional platform – sort of eBay 
but only with stocks. Like stock in 
a pharmacy around the block or a 
grocery.”  ainabayeva added that 
there are no risks for Kase. The 
more ordinary citizens can be part 
of financial instruments, the more 
interested clients the Kase would 
have. according to her, there would 
be no audit and investors would be 
liable for their risks. “If you know 
the owner, why don’t you partici-
pate in the investment? The listings, 
audit, other documentation that al-
lows us to speak about the selec-
tion of tools are just an exchange 
of information. you do not need to 
go directly to the enterprises to talk 
directly,” she explained.

Damu Fund 
to Reduce 

Lending Rates
By Talgat Issenov

The damu entrepreneurship 
development Fund announced 
its readiness to cut lending rates 
for businesses to 8.5 percent dur-
ing the current year. This state-
ment was made by the Chairman 
of the Board of the fund Kanysh 
Tuleushin at a recent forum for 
Kazakh entrepreneurs.

“If the average rate for the fi-
nal borrower was about 14 per-
cent in the past year, then the 
new measure would definitely 
mean a reduction of the real 
rate of return for us.  However, 
we want to stress that the damu 
Fund is not striving for profit-
ability, so we want to provide 
loans in all regions of the coun-
try for the total amount of 24 
billion tenge (Us$73 million) 
with the final rate not exceed-
ing 8.5 percent for a period of 
5-7 years,” said Tuleushin at 
the forum.

according to the speaker, the 
damu Fund also wants to re-
duce the time for consideration 
in second-tier banks, as now this 

procedure can last up to four 
months.

“We decided to follow the ex-
perience of the european Bank 
for Reconstruction and devel-
opment (eBRd), as we have 
trained credit officers in the 
banks and now the average time 
to review small loans from 20 to 
30 million tenge (Us$61,000 to 
Us$91,000) doesn’t exceed sev-
en days. To date, we have 50 pro-

jects approved with no default 
and we believe that the same ex-
perience should be implemented 
in all banks of all regions of the 
country,” Tuleushin concluded.

almaty wind Generator company 
Uses Kazakh components

By yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – Tree energy, a 
small company from almaty has 
launched a challenge to world 
leaders in the production of wind 
generators and water-power sta-
tions using 90 percent of Kazakh-
stan components.

“Our form of blades makes our 
wind generators easier to produce, 
protects the generators against 
extreme Kazakhstan storms and 
makes them much cheaper. Cheap-
er maintenance in comparison with 
traditional vertical blades is a good 
bonus too,” said inventor and en-
gineer of Tree energy Zhanbulat 
muzbayev in an interview on may 
19.

“Our products, one kilowatts 
wind generators, are usually 
bought by farmers, who don’t have 
access to the electricity grid. min-
istry of agriculture reported that 
approximately 40,000 farms in 
Kazakhstan don’t have access to 
the electricity grid, which means 
that we have a great market. The 
only problem is that people don’t 
know about us well because our 
company was established recent-
ly,” he added.

Tree energy’s generators are 
suitable not only for household 
needs, but for all types of drip ir-
rigations systems as well. Their 
unique construction enables them 
to operate even with 40 metres per 

second wind, while foreign wind 
generator are broken if wind ex-
ceeds 20-25 metres per second.

Kazakhstan wind generators are 
made of aluminium, which doesn’t 
suffer corrosion and is covered by 

powder paint, are extremely dura-
ble. The generators can be easily 
disassembled and assembled. Both 
operations take a few minutes, 
which is very convenient for cat-
tlemen and huntsmen. These cli-

ents have to be very mobile and 
highly appreciate this advantage. 
maintenance is very easy. To be 
exact, the only thing its owner has 
to do is to change cheap bearings 
once per five years. All details ex-
cept for magnets are made in Ka-
zakhstan.

“We plan to produce more pow-
erful generator and we have good 
experts, but we need investments 
to buy new, more powerful equip-
ment. The investors we are looking 
for have to be quite patient and fair 
because this production requires a 
lot of time,” muzbayev said.

“as of today, we don’t have any 
problems in production and sales, 
because we are the only company 
in the Central asian region, which 
produces such products. at that, 
suppliers of foreign generators 
can’t compete with us because of 
tenge devaluation. and the com-
panies, which supplied foreign 
generators and sold them in the 
Kazakh market, become our dis-
tributors and sell our products,” he 
said.

Tree energy receives orders for 
its products from Kazakhstan, but 
also from Russia, Ukraine, moldo-
va, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.
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State Bodies Prepare to 
Transfer functions to 
competitive Environment

Staff Report

asTana – First deputy minister 
of national economy marat Kus-
sainov talked about implementing 
the 97th step of the Plan of the na-
tion that expands opportunities for 
citizens to participate in decision-
making process through the devel-
opment of self-regulation and local 
government during the meeting of 
the lower house of Parliament on 
may 17. Kussainov also discussed 
transferring non-core functions of 
the state to the competitive environ-
ment and self-regulating organisa-
tions.

From 2000 to 2014, four func-
tions of state bodies have been 
transferred to the competitive en-
vironment, including the certifica-
tion of goods and services and the 
organisation of technical inspection 
of vehicles.

In 2014, the atameken national 
Chamber of entrepreneurs started 
organising the competitions altyn 
sapa and Best Product of Kazakh-
stan, which were previously organ-
ised by ministries.

according to the protocol in-
structions dated april 20 of the 

commission on the development of 
proposals for the transfer of gov-
ernment functions of state bodies 
to the competitive environment 
and self-regulatory organisations, 
several basic approaches have been 
developed jointly by the ministry 
of national economy, members of 
mazhilis (lower house of Parlia-
ment), representatives of the na-
tional Chamber of entrepreneurs 
and the Civil alliance of Kazakh-
stan.

First, there will be an annual in-
ventory of functions to be transferred 
to the competitive environment and 
self-regulatory organisations.

second, market readiness will 
be analysed. The main role in the 
interaction with the competitive en-
vironment and the non-governmen-
tal sector is given to the national 
Chamber of entrepreneurs and the 
Civil alliance of Kazakhstan.

On the basis of the inventory and 
market readiness analysis, the com-
mission will make recommenda-
tions for the government to decide.

With the approved suggestions 
by the government, state agencies 
will begin the immediate transfer of 
functions to the market.

In 2015, central executive bodies, 

according to the provisions of state 
bodies, had 4,418 functions. Local 
executive bodies, such as the astana 
city administration, had about 757 
functions.

There will be three ways of trans-
ferring functions to the market – 
outsourcing, government order and 
at the expense of service recipients.

“The transfer of the functions of 
government agencies will depend 
on the willingness of the market to 
such a transfer. speaking about the 
transfer of functions, we cannot for-
get the existence of certain risks,” 
said Kussainov.

For example, un-readiness of the 
competitive environment or inef-
ficient transfer of functions to the 
competitive environment, which 
will lead to a decrease in the quality 
of the execution of the body’s func-
tions.

according to Kussainov, as of to-
day, the central state and local exec-
utive bodies are having groups car-
rying out the relevant work, taking 
into account the approaches adopt-
ed. according to the commission’s 
work plan for 2016, the results of 
the expert group of state bodies will 
be considered on an ongoing basis 
at meetings of the commission.

construction Launches in akmola Region 
on central asia’s Largest Solar Power Plant

By dmitry Lee

asTana – Construction began 
may 20 on a new 100 mW solar 
plant 40 kilometres from astana in 
the village of Kabanbai Batyr. Pro-
duction is expected to begin next 
year.

a biogas plant is planned to be 
built next to it and will operate on 
organic waste. Both projects are 
considered examples of the prin-
ciples of “Future energy,” which 
is the theme of eXPO 2017 to be 
held in astana.

Kazakh-dutch-German com-
pany KB enterprises in close co-
operation with siemens has been 
developing the project in Kazakh-
stan since 2013, company officials 
said. and now a time capsule has 
been officially laid for the 150 
million euros construction of the 
biggest solar power plant in Cen-
tral asia.

“So it will be beneficial for the 
industry and beneficial for the 
city of astana, because astana is 
expanding. normally, we try not 
to make less than 100 mW,” said 
Taylan Karamanli, Chief execu-
tive Officer of KB Enterprises to 
local media.

The company pledges to spread 
the news about the international 
exhibition and attract tourists and 
foreign investors.

“eXPO 2017 takes place in 
astana and starts in June 2017,” 
the official press release noted. 
“The theme is Future energy. 
This solar Plant is located only 
40 kilometres from eXPO 2017. 
KB enterprises will bring visitors 
to this solar park to show that Ka-
zakhstan is a great place to invest 
and that solar power plants work 
effectively even in relatively cold 
regions.”

Construction on more solar 
power plants is planned to begin 

soon in almaty, south Kazakh-
stan, Kyzylorda and Karaganda.

“In april 2016, President naz-
arbayev signed a new law about 
supporting renewable energy. Ka-
zakhstan, being a well-established 
and politically stable country, cre-
ates an environment for foreign 
investors and high-tech compa-
nies, such as siemens being exclu-
sive partners to KB enterprises, to 
invest and bring state of the art 
technology to Kazakhstan starting 
with the Tselinograd region,” of-
ficials of KB enterprise noted.

KB enterprises is a developer 
and investor in solar plants all 
over Kazakhstan. The majority 
shareholder (51 percent stake) is 
Global solar Investments from 
the netherlands. KB enterprises 
focuses on a long-term presence 
in Kazakhstan and wants to con-
tribute to renewable energy goals, 
which have been set by the coun-
try.
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aEf to Generate Insights into  
Reinvigorating Economic Growth
The global economy has taken a distinct turn for the 

worse since politicians, experts and the media gath-
ered for the last astana economic Forum in 2015. The 
collapse in oil and commodity prices, the slowdown in 

China and the continuing problems in many other parts of the 
world have hit growth and reduced confidence.

Kazakhstan, as a large producer of oil and a major trading 
partner of China and Russia, which is in recession, has felt the 
full impact of these global forces. Without early and determined 
action, including the decision to float the tenge, the long-term 
damage to the country’s progress and prosperity could have 
been much worse.

It is always dangerous to tempt fate and there are many chal-
lenges to overcome. But with oil prices beginning to show signs 
of a slight recovery and the anti-crisis measures beginning to 
have an effect, it may be that the path ahead may be less dif-
ficult.

The events of the last 12 months and the continued turbulence 
and concern formed the backdrop for this year’s astana eco-
nomic Forum on may 25-26. With discussions around the theme 
of “New Economic Reality: Diversification, Innovations and 
economics of Knowledge,” it has again attracted a cast list of 
global leaders, CeOs, nobel laureates and renowned economic 
experts. Each year, the forum grows in importance as an influen-
tial platform for dialogue in the eurasian region.

There is, of course, plenty to discuss. There is a growing sense 
that the global economy is shifting, yet it is not yet clear where 
it is heading. answers to this puzzle may emerge during the 
session “The end of Hyperglobalisation,” which will focus on 
making sense of current developments and trends.

How growth can be stimulated in a way that does not damage 
our planet and where the rewards are shared fairly also feature 
high on the agenda. It is important as countries struggle to kick-
start their economies that the importance of truly sustainable 
development is not forgotten.

There are also plenty of domestic issues to discuss. Last year, 
Kazakhstan announced its ambitious privatisation programme 
involving more than 60 state-owned firms. On the first day of 

the forum, Kazakhstan’s Prime minister Karim massimov and 
senior figures leading the privatisation drive will be looking to 
offer an in-depth analysis on the economic outlook for Kazakh-
stan in the wake of the reforms and restructuring that have taken 
place.

The ambitious privatisation programme is just one of the strat-
egies put in place to help achieve Kazakhstan’s goal of joining 
the top 30 most-developed countries by 2050. nobody is under 
any illusions that this will be an easy task given the current 
economic climate. But the successful direction the country has 
followed since independence and the major challenges which 
have already been overcome give confidence for the future.

Opening up to the global economy has its risks, but it has 
already been a major driver of prosperity for Kazakhstan. The 
experience of other countries also shows the long-term benefits 
of continuing on this path are worth it.

Kazakhstan has already stepped up its efforts to attract foreign 
investment since the last astana economic Forum. after many 
years of negotiations, the country has finally joined the World 
Trade Organisation last year. Last year too, the government also 
extended the visa-free regime to 19 countries to help foreign in-
vestors do business in Kazakhstan. all members of the Organi-
sation for economic Cooperation and development (OeCd) 
joining most of the world’s advanced economies are expected 
to start enjoying the visa-free regime for travel to Kazakhstan 
starting Jan. 1, 2017.

These policies are already having an impact. according to the 
World Bank, Kazakhstan ranks 41 out of 189 countries in “ease 
of doing Business” and 21 out of 189 countries in “starting a 
Business.”

The astana economic Forum will serve as a useful platform 
not only to discuss the progress made so far but identify the 
further steps needed to ensure Kazakhstan returns to high eco-
nomic growth. Given the complexity of our world, it is unlikely 
that the participants of the forum will have all the answers to 
every problem. But the expert discussions will help generate 
new insights and options which explains the success and attrac-
tions of the forum for all who attend.

Kazakhstan’s 
Contribution to 

Inter-Religious and Inter- 
Cultural Global Dialogue

By arystanbek mukhamediuly

This year, the people of Kazakhstan are cel-
ebrating the 25th anniversary of our independ-
ence. Looking back at the past decades, we 
can safely say that we have been through truly 
difficult years related to the rethinking of the 
essence of structural changes going on in the 
country and the world, foresight and forecast 
of trends of the further development of soci-
ety and the state and development of effective 
strategies for changes that meet the interests of 
all citizens of Kazakhstan.

Indeed, these have been the years of decisive 
actions of Kazakh President nursultan naz-
arbayev to preserve and strengthen interethnic 
and inter-religious unity of the people based on 
equal rights for all citizens of the country and 
prioritising the dialogue and consensus which 
constitute the fundamental pillars of the state 
policy.

Thanks to the efforts, courage and will of 
President nazarbayev, our country chose to 
implement the young independent state’s stra-
tegic policy of harmonious integration into the 
modern civilisation.

In this regard, President nazarbayev’s words 
about the importance of the country’s main law 
come to mind: “The Republic of Kazakhstan 
will become a worthy and equal member of 
the world community only if the Constitution 
shows the world that Kazakhstan places human 
values above all else and is entering the global 
community only with good intentions of good-
neighbourliness and cooperation.”

Undoubtedly, these and many other concep-
tual messages of President nazarbayev laid the 
basis for a new countdown in the search and 
creation of a unique Kazakhstan model of in-
terethnic and interfaith harmony and the choice 
of key ideas to consolidate societies and states.

In the last quarter of a century, the peaceful 
nature of domestic and foreign policies and 
the search of compromises have remained 
an invariable characteristic of our country. 
Thanks to this, Kazakhstan has become an 
active participant in such major and reputa-
ble regional organisations as the shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (sCO), Collec-
tive security Treaty Organisation (CsTO), 
eurasian economic Union (eaeU) and 
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
Building measures in asia (CICa) and uses 
these dialogue platforms for advancing ide-
as and proposals of confidence-building and 
stability in the region and the world.

Today, we see that in the third millennium 
traditional international security problems 
have acquired a new meaning due to the ev-
er-increasing growth of people’s interest in 
religion.

as is known, religion is also an element of 
civilisational identity that lays a rich founda-
tion for integration processes. In addition, all of 
the world and traditional religions share com-
mon values and seek peaceful coexistence of 
all of the world’s nations.

With the creation of preconditions for ad-
vancing a constructive dialogue between the 
leaders of world and traditional faiths, religious 
organisations have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the global communicative community, 
calling for peace and security.

The Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions convened in 2003 on the 
initiative of President nazarbayev set precisely 
the same objectives, as well as ensured compli-
ance with the principles of equality, mutual re-
spect and recognition of each other’s interests, 
cooperation and mutual understanding.

nazarbayev’s initiative was practically im-
plemented on september 23-24, 2003, when 
the Kazakh capital, Astana, hosted the first reli-
gious leaders’ congress.

Undoubtedly the forum will take a special 
place in the modern history of the world and 
our nation, as it clearly defined key objec-
tives and main priorities of the interfaith and 
intercultural dialogue. They include the es-
tablishment of peace, harmony and tolerance 
as the inviolable principles of human coexist-
ence; mutual respect between people of dif-
ferent religions, cultures and ethnic groups; 
prevention of the use of the religious feelings 
of people to escalate conflicts and military 
operations and functioning of a permanent 
international institute for the interfaith dia-
logue and adoption of consensus decisions.

after that, astana triennially hosted four 
more Congresses of Leaders of World and Tra-

ditional Religions which were dedicated to ur-
gent issues of the modern day, involving influ-
ential religious leaders and prominent political 
figures from around the globe.

The general objective of the fifth congress 
found its embodiment in the Kazakh leader’s 
five calls, accumulating the expectations of bil-
lions of people around the world, supported by 
all the congress participants and incorporated 
in the final document of the interfaith forum.

They include the cessation of military con-
flicts and declaration of a truce; renunciation of 
force in dealing with political issues; elimination 
of mistrust between the major powers; stopping 
the use of mass media to incite religious strife; 
bringing together religious and political leaders 
to address the challenges of the modern world 
including poverty, hunger, epidemics and unem-
ployment and combating the consequences of 
natural and man-made disasters.

The Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions in astana could become an 
effective dialogue platform for the develop-
ment of global rules of interaction between 
religion and politics and religious leaders and 
politicians.

The invaluable contribution of Kazakhstan 
and its leader to the contemporary peace-build-
ing practice and theory lies in the fact that in 
the name of humanity’s security, tremendous 
opportunities and resources available in the 
world and traditional religions are used for a 
direct conversation through dialogue, whose 
potential contributes to the resolution of the 
existing political, environmental and spiritual 
problems of today.

Kazakhstan’s choice of a strategy of inter-
faith and intercultural dialogue and its consist-
ent implementation opened new chapters in 
national and world history.

at the Un General assembly’s 70th session, 
Nazarbayev made significant proposals to de-
velop a 2045 Global strategic Initiative Plan 
in order to uproot the causes of conflicts and 
formulate new development trends based on 
the equal access of all nations to infrastructure, 
resources and markets, creating a new effective 
system of international security by organising 
an international coalition against terrorism 
under the auspices of the Un and convening 
a Un international conference in 2016 to re-
affirm the principles of international law and 
restore confidence.

It is symbolic that on February 12, 2016 the 
plenary meeting of the Un General assembly 
supported not only the Kazakh President’s ini-
tiative to hold the forum Religions for Peace, 
but also his message to declare nuclear disar-
mament as humanity’s main goal in the 21st 
century.

Thanks to the initiative of Kazakhstan, a 
High-Level dialogue on Religions for Peace 
was held in new york on may 6 under the 
auspices of the Un General assembly. The 
event featured a lively and detailed discus-
sion about the role of religious leaders in the 
prevention of terrorism and the eradication of 
the root causes of this phenomenon.

President nazarbayev’s recent manifest, 
“The World. The Twenty-First Century,” be-
came a relevant point of analysis on the path 
traversed by Kazakhstan over 25 years of its 
independence. It acquired the high status of 
an official document of the UN General As-
sembly and security Council.

It seems that this series of events shows the 
depth of humanistic positions of Kazakhstan, 
which has rightly taken its worthy place in the 
modern world as a global actor, initiating, cre-
ating and promoting interfaith and intercultural 
global dialogue for the sake of the peace and 
progress of the whole of humanity.

The author is the minister of culture 
and Sports of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

a day to celebrate 100th Issue 
no matter the person or the organisation, a 100th an-

niversary is always worth recognising. so forgive us 
if we take a little time to celebrate this 100th edition 
of the astana Times.

When we published our first edition back on November 30, 
2010, a day ahead of the historic OsCe summit in astana, we 
had a clear idea what we wanted to do. Our aim was to help 
inform those living in and visiting astana and Kazakhstan, 
including investors and diplomats who don’t speak Kazakh or 
Russian about what was happening in the city and the country.

We choose english as it is the closest the world now has 
to a universal language – and is certainly likely to be the one 
most spoken and understood by our target readership. and we 
decided to publish a print and not just a digital edition because 
we wanted something people could pick up and read.

What we did not know, of course, when we published the 
first edition is that we would be reporting on a very challenging 
period for Kazakhstan. How our country has responded to the 
impact of the world economic slowdown and the reforms put in 

place to protect progress has been one of the major stories we 
have covered for our readers.

But we have also increasingly looked outside the world of 
politics and business to give our readers a broader flavour of 
life in Kazakhstan. We hope to continue to cover more off-beat 
stories in the future.

Looking back at the very first editions, it is clear that it is 
considerably different to the paper today. edition by edition, we 
hope that we are getting better not only in the way we present 
the news but also the range of topics we cover.

Like everything in life, there is always room for improve-
ment but we are pleased to hear from readers that they find the 
astana Times increasingly informative and interesting. We are 
proud as well that our website has become one of the most-
visited english-language websites about Kazakhstan. We intend 
to continue this progress over the next 100 editions.

so thank you for reading the astana Times and please let 
us know what we can do to make our paper even better in the 
future.

Believers cannot Remain Silent when 
Violence Is done in Their name

Viewed through the lens of recent events it might be 
easy for some to lay the blame for extremism and 
terrorism firmly on religion. To do so would be a 
mistake.

Radicalism thrives where inequality and injustice hold 
power. Violence is a symptom of this environment, consigning 
those trapped in these areas to a downward cycle of despair and 
anger. Religion’s role in breaking this cycle is multi-faceted. 
We use it to challenge the reasoning of those who hide behind 
it to commit acts of cruelty and violence. We use it to hold their 
ideology up to the spotlight where it is found wanting and more 
than anything, we use it to set ourselves apart from what those 
espousing these views stand for.

Religious authorities have the responsibility to leverage 
their positions to unite their congregations and nations based 
on global responsibility and mutual understanding. Too often, 
we see religious communities fall back on the ugly rhetoric of 
isolationism and fear; mistrust and misunderstanding.

To encourage this responsibility, cooperation will be key. 
Increased economic, intelligence and military cooperation will be 
the bedrock in the physical fight against terrorism and extremism, 
but religious cooperation must play its role too. If economic aid 
can alleviate the hunger that drives young men into the arms of 
despotic regimes, religious cooperation can show the common 
humanity that binds us to each other and discourage the need for 
violence.

Kazakh President nursultan nazarbayev has put this theory 
into action already in the joint statement with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip erdogan where Islamic rapprochement is to be 
used as a tool to build an inclusive partnership covering politi-
cal, economic and civil aspects built on our common religious 
links. Through agreements like this we can counter the negative 
portrayal of Islam by creating a new narrative based on peace 
and understanding.

Kazakhstan believes strongly in this approach. Indeed 
President nazarbayev’s recent manifest “The World. The 21st 
Century” outlined the necessity of global peace and how we 
can look to achieve it. In many ways, the call to develop mutual 
trust between states as a precursor for living in a more peace-
ful world echoes the need to promote mutual trust between 
religions.

To do this, it must first come to terms with the divisions 
within the broad tent of global belief structures. Centuries of 
conflict can be laid directly at the door of misinterpretation and 
ignorance. It is therefore imperative that we promote greater 
understanding between religions to foster an environment 
whereby religious leaders can present a united front.

Last year’s Fifth Congress of Leaders of World and Tradi-
tional Religions in astana proved how valuable this can be, 
bringing together different faiths to repudiate those who misap-
propriate religion for their own ends and use it as a cover to 
lend their selfish desire for power some form of legitimacy.

The impact of increased harmony and understanding between 
religions can be seen in the practical application of international 
relations. President nazarbayev’s proposal to establish a global 
anti-terrorist coalition under the Un auspices can only succeed 
through the alignment of religious and political voices. The 
may 31 conference in astana, “Religions against Terrorism,” 
will help to bring together representatives from the many faiths 
and beliefs, as well as members of parliaments from dozens of 
countries, to provide that support.

Those holding religious beliefs cannot remain silent when 
violence is done in their name. neither can their faiths hope to 
flourish in the 21st century without holding true to the peaceful 
purpose that binds all of them, no matter how diverse, together. 
With the world watching on, leaders of all faiths now have the 
opportunity to prove the positive impact religion can have on 
world affairs.
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abdel fattakh el-Sisi

President abdel fattakh el-Sisi: Egypt, Kazakhstan Have 
Good Prospects for Trade, Investment cooperation

By Ilyas omarov

In an exclusive interview with 
The astana Times following his 
visit to astana in February 2016, 
President of egypt abdel Fattakh 
el-sisi discussed trade, history and 
politics.

What have been the main out-
comes of your recent visit to Ka-
zakhstan?

First, allow me to express my 
appreciation for arranging my 
first official visit to Kazakhstan in 
February. during the visit I noted 
the high level of relations between 
two countries, on behalf of the 
egyptian people congratulated 
Kazakhstan on your 25th anniver-
sary of independence and invited 
President nursultan nazarbayev 
to pay a visit to egypt on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two states. …  

my visit to friendly Kazakhstan 
provided a good opportunity to 
discuss the means of strengthen-
ing cooperation between our coun-
tries, as well as to search for new 
prospects of joint cooperation. 
The parties agreed to prepare for 
the fifth session of the joint inter-
governmental egyptian-Kazakh 
committee, which will take place 
in september in Cairo for the dis-
cussion of extending cooperation 
in many areas, including produc-
ing medicines and grain storage. 
In addition, an agreement has 
been reached on renewing direct 
air service on the almaty-sharm 
el-sheikh-almaty route. Flights 
have already resumed and now the 
work on opening a direct air ser-
vice between astana and sharm 
el-sheikh is being undertaken.

In the course of negotiations 
… great attention was given to 
the topic of combating terrorism, 
especially to ideological and reli-
gious aspects. Based on these dis-
cussions egypt is planning to take 
an active part in the international 
conference “Religions against 
Terrorism,” which will take place 
in Kazakhstan this year. In this 
context, I wish to express the 
firm support of Egypt for [Naz-
arbayev’s initiative on] creating 
an anti-terrorist coalition under 
the auspices of the Un and the 
organisation of the recent “Reli-
gions for Peace” forum at the Un 
headquarters, aimed at explaining 

the essence of Islam as a religion 
of peace. 

Trade turnover between our 
countries just exceeds $50 mil-
lion, which does not come close 
to its potential. How can we in-
crease trade? How can we com-
bine plans for the new Suez Canal 
and market and the possibilities 
of the EAEU? Is Kazakh grain 
reaching the Egyptian market? 

Our countries have already tak-
en serious steps in this direction. 
allow me to thank the Kazakh 
leadership again … for supporting 
the signing of the free trade agree-
ment between egypt and the eura-
sian economic Union [eaeU]. 
We hope to strengthen economic 
cooperation soon after it is signed. 
In addition, we are ready to dis-
cuss prospects of cooperation be-
tween our countries in the field 
of trade and transit, as well as … 
the activity of the joint business 
council, aimed at strengthening 
ties between egyptian and Kazakh 
businessmen and finding oppor-
tunities to attract investment and 
trade between our countries. 

I would also like to emphasise 
that we have prospects in not only 
mutual trade, but also in joint in-
vestments [with special interest] 
in a project to develop the suez 
Canal zone, in particular in en-
ergy, pharmacy, storage and sale 
of grain, tourism, infrastructure, 
textile production, furniture, and 
building materials. It all can be 
reached thanks to egypt’s loca-
tion, that our country has a lot of 
free trade agreements, as well as 
the preference status with africa, 
europe, and the Gulf states. These 
factors can turn egypt into a centre 
of sale of Kazakh wheat to african 
and middle eastern countries. 

It is worth emphasising that 

egypt welcomes the proposal by 
Kazakhstan to develop joint co-
operation in food security in light 
of the recent accession of egypt 
to the OIC Islamic Organisation 
for Food security. In this context, 
egypt took part in the seventh 
conference of OIC ministers on 
food security and agricultural de-
velopment in astana in april. 

There are plans to transfer the 
capital and create a new admin-
istrative centre in Egypt. Is Ka-
zakhstan’s experience interesting 
for you? What are your impres-
sions of Astana?

Of course, Kazakh experience in 
this field is interesting for us. Your 
wide experience is worth studying 
and we are interested in using the 
experience of Kazakhstan in the 
course of building a new adminis-
trative capital. In this way, I highly 
evaluate the planning that I see in 
astana. The splendour of modern 
architecture, the planning of roads 
and the developed infrastructure 
are of particular interest to me. 
after my visit to Kazakhstan, I 
assigned an egyptian delegation 
to visit astana … to get familiar-
ised in detail with this experience. 
… I would like to give its due to 
the leadership of Kazakhstan and 
all the Kazakh people for the great 
achievement they attained in build-
ing the new capital, astana. I be-
lieve that in several years, astana, 
with its architectural extravaganza, 
will be able to compete with the 
biggest cities in the world. 

Next year Astana is hosting 
EXPO 2017. What visitors should 
we expect from Egypt? 

First, I would like to congratu-
late the leadership of Kazakhstan 
and all the Kazakh people on or-
ganising this important interna-
tional event. egypt is interested 
in active participation in eXPO 
2017. … eXPO 2017 is a good 
platform for the demonstration 
of egypt’s achievements in clean 
energy. egypt managed to provide 
30 percent of energy from wind 
and it is planned to increase it to 
70 percent by 2020. at present, 
the local component of solar ther-
mal power plants is 50 percent, 
which include turrets, mirrors and 
receivers, as well as cables, equip-
ment, and mechanical and electric 
works. 

The exhibition will provide a 
good opportunity to coordinate ac-

tions and cooperation between de-
veloped countries and developing 
countries in the area of clean ener-
gy in light of the implementation 
by developed countries of their 
commitments under the confer-
ence on climate change in Paris.

You are known as an uncom-
promising fighter against terror-
ism. What is the way to combat 
this evil successfully?

Terrorism is a dangerous inter-
national problem that has neither 
religion nor a motherland. Terror-
ism does not have geographical 
boundaries – europe, africa, the 

middle east and the world as a 
whole suffer from the manifesta-
tion of terrorism. Therefore, it is 
important to adopt a comprehen-
sive international programme for 
the war on terrorism. It should 
not be limited to military resist-
ance; it is necessary to actively 
involve intellectual and religious 
circles, to improve the economic 
and social situation, given the fact 
that socially and economically un-
derdeveloped communities often 
become a fertile ground for the 
spread of terrorism and for terror-
ists to replenish their ranks with 
new supporters.

We must also fight terrorist or-
ganisations, and not undertake 
this work selectively, considering 
the rest less dangerous and focus-
ing on only one terrorist group. 
Regarding the war on terrorism, 
I highly evaluate [nazarbayev’s 
initiative] … to organise the Con-
gress of Leaders of World and 
Traditional Religions, intended to 
counteract terrorism. 

The Egyptian civilisation is one 
of the most ancient ones on the 
planet. The ancient pyramids of 
pharaohs are stunning with their 
grandness. Are all the secrets of 
pharaohs revealed today?

The egyptian civilisation is 

one of the most ancient ones on 
the planet, even one can say – the 
most ancient one. during the hu-
man history it has made a massive 
contribution to enrichment of sci-
ence and progress, literature, and 
art, medicine, and astronomy, agri-
culture, and many other spheres of 
life. ancient egyptian civilisation 
is still revealing its secrets, enrich-
ing mankind by his perpetual herit-
age. so far archaeological missions 
are finding ancient monuments that 
adorn the world’s largest muse-
ums. I do not think all the secrets 
of a great egyptian civilisation are 
completely revealed today, because 

it is still fascinating us by secrets 
about life of the ancient egyptians 
who achieved certain progress in 
various areas of life.

We know that you are fond of 
history. Sultan Al-Zahir Beybars, 
a prominent ruler of Egypt and 
Syria in the 13th century, was 
born on the Kazakh steppe. What 
significance is attached to this 
historical fact in Egypt?

This historical fact contributes 
to strengthening bilateral relations 
and reflects our historical ties. Es-
pecially, I would like to note the 
historic significance and the role of 
al-Zahir Beybars in the mansour 
battle, during which Louis IX of 
France was captured. The military 
planning of Beybars played a vast 
role in the victory over Crusaders 
in a battle near mansour. From 
this perspective, I highly value 
Kazakhstan’s efforts to restore the 
mosque of az-Zahir Beybars in 
egypt, an important Islamic mon-
ument pointing towards an impor-
tant stage of history of our country. 

Mamluks and other natives of 
Kazakhstan have contributed to 
Egypt’s history. In Kazakhstan, 
these historical figures are not 
well known. Could you tell us 
something about them?

The mamluk sultanate was 
founded in egypt and existed un-
til 1517. during these centuries, 
many sultan mamluks ruled egypt, 
among the aforementioned, sultan 
az-Zahir Beybars. sultan saifud-
din Kutuz was one of governors 
who beat the mongols at the battle 
near ayn-dzhalut in 1260. sultans 
al-mansur Kalaun and Kanzul-
al-Gori are also worth mention-
ing. I would like to mention sultan 
al-malik al-ashraf salah al-din 
Khalil ibn Kalauna, who finally 
expelled the Crusaders from the 
region. 

Is Egypt planning to facilitate 
the visa regime for Kazakh tour-
ists?

egypt always warmly welcomes 
Kazakh tourists, considering the 
historical and cultural ties between 
the two nations. at present, egypt 
takes maximum measures to pro-
vide comfort and security for tour-
ists. Kazakh citizens can receive 
visas on arrival at egyptian air-
ports without a preliminary call. 
egypt is an attractive tourist des-
tination for tourists from Kazakh-
stan, as egypt is distinguished by 
a mild climate and privileged geo-
graphical disposition. In addition, 
egypt is famous for its diversity of 
tourist attractions – archaeological 
ones, cultural ones, religious and 
entertaining ones. …

What military qualities are 
necessary for a politician? What 
qualities in general, in your view, 
must a modern politician pos-
sess?

The most important characteris-
tics of military life are discipline, 
seriousness, severity, and accura-
cy in achieving tasks. I think not 
only a politician, but any person 
needs all these qualities to achieve 
their goals. as for the qualities a 
modern politician needs to master, 
my answer will be slightly differ-
ent from the usual answer to this 
question. Usually, the answer to 
such questions is that politicians 
must possess political wisdom and 
the skill to manoeuvre in the polit-
ical field to reach their goals. But I 
think in modern reality and in the 
light of all today’s challenges and 
threats, in particular terrorism, a 
modern politician must be char-
acterised by truthfulness, honesty, 
frankness, a desire for truth, and a 
commitment to clear policy based 
on sincerity.

EBRd’s Vision for astana International financial centre
By Sir Suma chakrabarti

It is an honour to be co-chairing 
this Foreign Investors Council 
with President nazarbayev once 
again. 

This year, the theme under dis-
cussion is the very exciting plan to 
create the astana International Fi-
nancial Centre (aIFC). But, before 
I touch on that, I would like to go 
over what we have done since the 
last meeting. 

agribusiness success
Last year’s theme was agricul-

ture in Kazakhstan. In my speech 
then I said that we were ready to 
support private sector companies 
and bring in new investors.

The President mentioned agri-
culture in the 100 Concrete steps 
programme. since then, we have 
invested in edible oils. and we are 
also planning to invest in a poultry 
farm not far from astana.

Last year, in total, we invested 
over €120 million in agriculture 
and food production in Kazakhstan 
and put a dedicated team on the 
ground. That’s a major achieve-
ment that both the eBRd and Ka-
zakhstan should be proud of.

Increase in Kazakhstan 
eBRd’s push on agribusiness 

projects is part of a much bigger 
overall increase in investment in 
Kazakhstan. Our total investment 
here for last year amounted to 
more than €700 million. Kazakh-

stan is now our fourth largest mar-
ket, out of 36 countries. 

and this investment was driven 
by reform. For example, new re-
newable energy legislation helped 
us invest in the first wind and solar 
plants in the country – and the so-
lar plant is privately owned. 

Thanks to the innovative model 
of enhanced partnership between 
the eBRd and the Government, 
we have invested together in a vast 
range of public utilities and green-
er transport. All of which fits well 
with eBRd’s new Green economy 
Transition approach.

and we launched a programme 
for financing and offering business 
advice to women-led enterprises 
in Kazakhstan, supported by the 
Kazakh government. This is very 
much part of eBRd’s wider effort 
to bring everyone in to the eco-
nomic marketplace.

and our Kazakh model of in-
vestment allied to reform under-
pins our whole approach to Central 
asia. Indeed, we held a very suc-
cessful Central asia Investment 
Forum in Istanbul in partnership 
with the FT.  This was on the back 

of a record year in 2015 of €1.4 
billion of investment in Central 
asia, a 75 percent increase on the 
year before.

aIfc
The topic of this year’s meet-

ing is the astana International 
Financial Centre, also part of the 
100 Concrete steps initiative. The 
eBRd has a lot of experience 
with regional financial centres and 
stock exchanges. 

We are supporting a virtual stock 
exchange network in south east-
ern europe. We are shareholders 
in exchanges in Istanbul, moscow, 
Bucharest and Zagreb. so we are 
very interested in the idea of estab-
lishing an international financial 
centre here in astana. 

close links between 
aIfc and domestic 

financial sector
We believe that the aIFC must 

serve as an anchor for reform and 
the development of the domestic 
financial sector. 

Some financial centres, like 
dubai, have opted to separate their 
activities from the domestic sector. 
But we believe that the aIFC and 
the domestic markets should grow 
and develop together. and we will 
work with you on that. 

In a memorandum of Under-
standing we recently signed with 
the national Bank of Kazakhstan 
and TheCityUK, we affirmed our 

support for establishment of the 
regulatory framework, strategy 
and other elements of the aIFC. 

Under this memorandum, the 
eBRd will help establish adequate 
regulatory frameworks in such ar-
eas as capital markets, money and 
derivatives markets, and corporate 
governance.

Our experts have already held a 
workshop with the CeO and the 
team of aIFC on the development 
of stock exchange and capital mar-
kets.

Half of our financing in Kazakh-
stan is already in the local curren-
cy, the tenge. after our successful 
experience some time ago with 
tenge bonds on international mar-
kets, we are now assessing what 
is needed for the eBRd to issue 
tenge-denominated bonds on the 
domestic market. We will look at 
the aIFC as an issuance platform 
for tenge bonds. 

Very importantly, the aIFC may 
also provide a platform for the na-
tional privatisation programme. 
some state-owned companies plan 
to float on the AIFC exchange. We 
are very interested in supporting 
that privatisation.

aIfc’s partnership with 
other financial centres
aIFC also needs to be a part-

ner for other financial centres. It 
will benefit far more from being 
a ‘partner’ than a ‘competitor’ to, 
say, dubai or London. and now, 
when the aIFC is being devel-
oped, is the time to develop close 

links with other financial centres.
Partnership with established fi-

nancial centres, their institutions 
and professional services firms can 
bring a wealth of knowledge and 
commercial activity to astana. We 
stand ready to help aIFC establish 
these links. 

aIfc and the green 
financial system

The aIFC also has great poten-
tial to boost momentum for the 
development of a green financial 
system. The national strategy of a 
Green economy is something that 
resonates powerfully with us at the 
eBRd. 

We believe it essential for Ka-
zakhstan’s financial system to be 
able to support the financing of 
sustainable energy and climate 
change mitigation projects. The 
aIFC can play a key role here.

One of the newest ways of cli-
mate financing is through green 
bonds. In fact eBRd has issued 
approximately eUR 1 billion of 
green bonds backed by a portfo-
lio of loans that include many of 
our Kazakh projects, from greener 
public transport to renewables.  

We earnestly hope that the aIFC 
develops in such a way as to en-
courage green bond issues in Ka-
zakhstan in the future.

The future
I understand that the aIFC 

will actually be located at the 

site of astana’s eXPO 2017 and 
that the expo’s theme is “Future 
energy”. 

It sounds like a great location, 
in fact so great that I would like 
the eBRd team here in astana 
to move there when they can.

Finally, I would add that in-
troducing english law and eng-
lish as a working language will 
be of enormous benefit to the 
new generation of young fi-
nance specialists in Kazakhstan. 

I also wish the President eve-
ry success in the new national 
programme to make english the 
third language in education and 
the sciences and to emphasise 
subjects and skills which an em-
ployer like aIFC would need. 

We have many brilliant Ka-
zakh bankers working at the 
eBRd. and one thing they have 
in common, apart from being 
Kazakh, is a good command of 
english – and finance, of course.

It will be great to be in Ka-
zakhstan among friends and 
partners once again this week. I 
look forward to hearing every-
body’s thoughts on how to real-
ise the country’s potential while 
I am here.

The author is the Presi-
dent of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and de-
velopment. This piece is an 
abridged version of his speech 
at the foreign Investors 
council which he will co-chair 
with President nursultan naz-
arbayev on may 27.

The splendour of modern architecture, 
the planning of roads and the developed 
infrastructure are of particular interest 
to me. after my visit to Kazakhstan, I 
assigned an Egyptian delegation to visit 
astana … to get familiarised in detail 
with this experience.
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HaRPaZ: “Kazakhstan and Israel  
are in very good relations… it’s historic 
and started even before Kazakhstan’s 
independence. Jews found refuge during 
war and it is something that  
we appreciate a lot.”

New Opportunities  
for Cargo Transport

with Vietnam Explored
By Talgat Issenov

ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
Vietnam Beketzhan Zhumakhanov 
met recently with director General 
of Vietnam Railways Vu Ta Tung 
and head of the Vietnam Logistics 
association nguyen Tuong in Ha-
noi to discuss transport and logis-
tics cooperation.

The Kazakh official presented 
Kazakhstan’s transport strategy 
toward the country becoming the 
biggest eurasian transport and 
transit hub and connecting all the 
major continental transport corri-
dors in Central asia.

He also raised the issue of 
Kazakh-Vietnamese coopera-
tion in the framework of the 
free trade agreement concluded 
between the eurasian economic 
Union (eaeU) and the socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. accord-
ing to the agreement signed in 
may 2015, a zero tariff rate will 
be applied to most goods circu-
lating between eaeU and Viet-
nam.

In this context, the strengthen-
ing of the Kazakh-Vietnamese 
transport cooperation offers great 
opportunities for local cargo trans-
portation business, the Kazakh 
ministry of Foreign affairs said in 

a statement. The Kazakh diplomat 
suggested the Vietnamese use new 
transit opportunities to transport 
goods using Kazakhstan’s termi-
nal in the sea port of Lianyungang 
(China), which is connected with 
Kazakh railways. This route will 
cut delivery terms by 300 percent.

Furthermore, the perspectives of 
the new silk Road transport pro-
ject and other transport corridors 
were presented during the meet-
ing.

It was announced that rep-
resentatives of the Kazakhstan 
Temir Zholy national railway 
company were to travel to Viet-
nam may 16-17.

Kazakhstan and Serbia Have more in common  
than It Seems, Says Belgrade’s ambassador

By Zhazira dyussembekova

asTana – This year, serbia 
and Kazakhstan are celebrating a 
little anniversary – 20 years of dip-
lomatic relations – and will shortly 
see the first meeting of their joint 
commission on economic coop-
eration. ambassador of serbia in 
Kazakhstan Vladimir Mirković 
talked about bilateral relations, the 
main areas of cooperation and his 
personal impressions about Ka-
zakhstan in an exclusive interview 
with The astana Times.  

“The two countries have a high 
level of conformity and similarity 
in relation to all important inter-
national issues. The two countries 
share a deep concern about the 
increasing negative trends and cri-
ses around the world. Long-term 
conflicts and crises, particularly in 
the middle east, terrorism and ex-
tremism, economic stagnation and 
crisis, the nuclear threat – these are 
just some of the issues of the in-
ternational community. serbia and 
Kazakhstan’s positions on all these 
issues are very similar, and I think 
our two countries are on the side of 
justice,” said Mirković.

He added that serbia appreciates 
and respects the actions and initia-
tives of President nursultan naz-
arbayev of Kazakhstan on solving 
the problems the world faces in the 
21st century.

“I would like to emphasise deep 
gratitude from serbia and the ser-
bian people to Kazakhstan and its 
leader, nursultan nazarbayev, for 
the persistent and principled sup-
port in an exceptionally important 
and painful issue for us, which is 
the non-recognition of the self-
proclaimed, so-called Republic of 
Kosovo. We see this not only as 
an act of friendship and solidarity, 
but also as a firm commitment to 
respect the letter and spirit of inter-
national law, to oppose separatism 
and unilateral actions which pose 
a threat to the national sovereignty 
and integrity of internationally rec-
ognised states in the international 
community,” said Mirković.

Talking about cultural parallels 
in the two countries, the diplomat 
noted that serbia and Kazakhstan 
have more in common than it may 
seem. If you look beyond their dif-

ferent sizes, languages and envi-
ronments, there are many similari-
ties, he said.

“First of all, the two countries 
have a rich history full of strug-
gle for freedom and even physi-
cal existence. But both nations not 
only survived in this struggle, but 
also became stronger. Our people 
are … free people for whom per-
sonal freedom and the freedom of 
their people, the independence of 
the state, are the first priority. Our 
national costumes are different, 
as are our songs and poetry, but 
underneath it all the same warm 
human hearts are beating. and to 
better understand and learn all of 
this, there should be contacts not 
only between officials and busi-
nessmen, but also among ordinary 
people. To do this, we need to de-
velop cooperation in the field of 
tourism, education and culture, 
and when we do that, we will see 
that we have more in common than 
it seems at first glance,” he said.

The diplomatic relations be-
tween two countries were estab-
lished in 1996. “since then serbia 
and Kazakhstan [have been] devel-
oping a great relationship, not bur-
dened by any open issues,” stated 
the ambassador. The countries 
have agreements on free trade and 
visa-free travel, and expect several 
other contracts to be signed soon, 
he said. “meanwhile we expect in 
the near future the first meeting 

of the Intergovernmental serbian-
Kazakh Commission on economic 
Cooperation,” he added. He also 
said serbia had chosen an expo 
commissioner and is hard at work 
on creating the concept and design 
for their participation in eXPO 
2017 in astana.

According to Mirković, all of 
these actions are the embodiment 
of preparation for the long-awaited 
first official visit of Nazarbayev to 
serbia. “I am sure that this visit, 
as well as negotiations and agree-
ments that will be reached as a 
result of the meeting, will give a 
strong impetus to the further de-
velopment of friendly relations 

and all-round mutually beneficial 
cooperation,” he said.

“all this opens up opportunities 
for rich, diverse and mutually ben-
eficial cooperation in such fields 
as trade, investment, technological 
and innovation cooperation and 
others. at this point, by the way, 
both parties agree with the assess-
ment that all this potential and 
opportunities are not being used 

properly and economic relations 
are not sufficiently developed,” 
said Mirković.

He mentioned the very success-
ful work of serbian construction 
companies, which are engaged 
across Kazakhstan in building im-
portant objects of infrastructure 
in the city of almaty and on the 
Caspian shores, highways in the 
framework of the silk Road pro-
ject, and their newest achievement, 
the construction of Forte Bank’s 
office building in Astana that the 
energoprojekt company plans to 
finish any day now.

Mirković started his duty as in 
Kazakhstan in 2012 in the newly 

opened embassy, with the early 
priorities to establish contacts with 
the officials in Kazakhstan, get ac-
quainted with the country and ex-
plore the potential and opportuni-
ties for cooperation development. 
“At first, things were difficult and 
slow, but the results were becom-
ing more tangible over time. nu-
merous visits were carried out, 
including a meeting of the two 

presidents in august last year; also 
the Intergovernmental Commis-
sion on economic Cooperation 
was established,” he said.

The ambassador had visited the 
country briefly in 2011 and had 
worked on relations between the 
countries during his time in ser-
bia’s ministry of Foreign affairs, 
he noted. “so I tried to convince 
myself that I knew enough about 
Kazakhstan, and I did not need too 
much time to get used to the new 
position,” he said.

“Really new in your great and 
beautiful country for me was get-
ting to know the people’s ‘breadth,’ 
which cannot be seen or felt from 
the outside. and it turned out that 
the [thing I knew least] was the 
people living here – confident and 
brave, patriotic and devoted to 
protecting national freedom and 
independence, who are working 
hard for the benefit of their future 
and their children and grandchil-
dren. and, of course, getting to 
know that behind all that there is 
the idea of   a vision, a national pro-
ject and the leadership of President 
nazarbayev.”

Kazakhstan has lessons to 
teach about relying on one’s own 
strength and making progress 
through openness to the world, he 
said, and the capital, astana, tells 
the story of how a sleepy city on 
the former Virgin Lands became a 
metropolis, he commented.

Kazakhstan and Israel develop further along 
Historic, Economic and Political Ties

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

asTana – Kazakhstan and Is-
rael share warm historic, strong 
economic and common political 
values. Growing business inter-
ests, medical and water technolo-
gies, agriculture and the high-tech 
field are currently developing be-
tween the countries.

“Kazakhstan and Israel are in 
very good relations… it’s historic 
and started even before Kazakh-
stan’s independence. Jews found 
refuge during war and it is some-
thing that we appreciate a lot,” 
said Rafael Harpaz, ambassador 
and director of the eurasia 2 de-
partment of the Israeli ministry 
of Foreign affairs, during a short 
visit to the capital. “We are fac-
ing many of the same challenges, 
share common values such as both 
countries striving for peace and 
stability and have very strong eco-
nomic and political relations.”

His nation has a large commu-
nity of Israelis originally from Ka-
zakhstan, most of whom left dur-
ing the end of the soviet period, 
he noted.

“There is a like bridge between 
the two countries. If you come to 
visit Israel and say you are from 

Kazakhstan, people will be very 
happy. your culture, your music, 
your literature is something that 
we know very well,” he added.

economic issues, medical and 
water technologies, agriculture, 
high-tech and close political rela-
tions are growing fields between 
the countries.

Israeli ambassador in Kazakh-
stan michael Brodsky indicated 
the trade volume between the 
countries was quite substantial – 
above $1 billion throughout many 
years due to more than $1 billion 
in oil Israel has bought from Ka-
zakhstan. He stressed the volume 

is reducing due to commodity 
prices that dropped sharply last 
year.

“almost 15 percent of oil comes 
from Kazakhstan… I think the 
economies of Israel and Kazakh-
stan complete each other. We have 
a lot of raw material and are very 
good in high tech and innova-
tion… Thus, there is a lot of inter-
est in the private sector doing busi-
ness in Kazakhstan,” said Harpaz.

eXPO 2017 is a top event on the 
nation’s current agenda and last 
week the Israeli government ap-
proved the country’s participation 
in the exhibition.

“We are going to have a big na-
tional pavilion of Israel which will 
reflect the friendship between the 
two countries and also the capa-
bilities of Israel especially when it 
comes to renewable energy – the 
main theme of it,” said the direc-
tor. “This is a big event and we are 
very happy. We will put a signifi-
cant amount of resources to un-
cover Israel here, not only for Ka-
zakhstan’s public, but for tourists 
and people who will come from all 
over the world.”

The arrangements for the first 
visit of Israeli Prime minister 
Benjamin netanyahu to Kazakh-
stan are the second biggest event 

on which the embassy is work-
ing with the Kazakh government. 
Harpaz noted the importance of 
the visit, when netanyahu is ex-
pected to meet President nursul-
tan nazarbayev and the Kazakh 
leadership. It is a reflection of the 
good relations between the coun-
tries.

“side by side, we have activi-
ties that we usually conduct such 
as training and developing assis-

tance and academic cooperation… 
We are going to create scholarship 
programmes. There are a lot of 
Kazakhstan students and doctors 
who went to Israel and we want 
to increase their number. This is 
another important project that we 
are developing, so the sky is the 
limit,” he said.

Harpaz also mentioned objec-
tives in the business field.

“Our goal as a government is to 
create conditions that we facili-
tate and that help both the private 
and public sector to do business. 
as the ambassador mentioned, we 
need to stimulate business and the 
double taxation agreement elimi-
nation is one good example… 
These are the areas that we will 
concentrate on,” he said.

Brodsky spoke about one of the 
projects which the embassy has 

been working on for the last two 
months.

“We participated in a Good 
deeds day, an Israeli initiative 
which has spread worldwide. This 
year, we decided to take part in 
this initiative for the first time. We 
donated a drip irrigation system to 
a place where 16-17 year old or-
phans live,” he said.

The ambassador also mentioned 

an additional project the embassy 
is looking forward to implement-
ing in the next two weeks. Israeli 
Water authority head alexander 
Kushnir is planning to visit Ka-
zakhstan to share an experience in 
water management.

despite not having enough wa-
ter resources and a huge problem 
with drinking water, Israel man-
aged to solve the problem mainly 
by desalination (a process that re-
moves minerals from salt water), 
reuse of brackish water and turn-
ing it into drinking water, he said.

“Once again, we want to share 
this experience. We know Ka-
zakhstan is facing some problems 
with water management and there 
is lots of water waste,” he said.

“We are very proud to present 
our achievements over this period 
of time and of our relations with 
Kazakhstan. We believe it’s truly 
remarkable what we have achieved 
over this very short time, almost 
25 years since we established our 
diplomatic relations. I believe that 
we haven’t explored all the poten-
tial of the cooperation, especially 
in the economic field. There is still 
much to be done. That’s what we 
are focusing and should be work-
ing on,” said Brodsky.

Rafael Harpaz
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Serbia appreciates and respects  
the actions and initiatives of President 
nursultan nazarbayev of Kazakhstan  
on solving the problems the world  
faces in the 21st century.

Vladimir Mirković
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Finnish Secretary of 
State Praises Kazakh 

Peace Initiatives
Staff Report

The meeting of the secretary of 
state at the ministry for Foreign 
affairs of Finland Peter stenlund 
and Kazakh ambassador to Finland 
murat nurtleyov took place on may 
9, reported the press service of the 
Kazakh ministry of Foreign affairs.

The officials discussed further 
perspectives of bilateral coopera-
tion between the states in political 
and economic spheres. The parties 
noted the confidential nature of the 
bilateral political dialogue Kazakh-
stan and Finland led during the past 
years, which supported active de-
velopment of trade and economic 
relations, close cooperation within 
multilateral organisations and fo-
rums.

stressing the commitments of 
Kazakhstan to strengthen global 
peace and security, nurtleuov in-
formed the Finnish side about inter-
national initiatives of the President 
nursultan nazarbayev. The Kazakh 
diplomat drew attention to the main 
aspects of the new manifest “The 

World. The 21st Century”. The 
manifest calls the heads of states to 
establish a sustainable peace around 
the globe by supporting nuclear dis-
armament and non-proliferation, as 
well as the formation of a fair in-
ternational competition in finance, 
trade and development spheres.

according to stenlund, Finland 
highly appreciates Kazakhstan’s 
contribution to regional and interna-
tional stability, as well as its efforts 
to strengthen the political dialogue, 
not only between members of inter-
national community, but also of dif-
ferent cultures and religions.

The diplomats also discussed 
such key issues as coming visits at 
the highest levels, simplification of 
visa regime between Kazakhstan 
and the european Union, Finland’s 
participation in eXPO 2017 in asta-
na and the establishment of direct 
flights between the two countries.

nurtleyov expressed gratitude 
for support of the Finnish side for 
Kazakhstan’s candidacy for non-
permanent Un security Council 
members in 2017-2018.

Israelis to Present 
Airborne Surveillance, 

Observation System
By dmitry Lee

asTana – Israeli-based BIRd 
aerosystems will demonstrate its 
airborne surveillance, Information 
and Observation (asIO) system 
live at the KadeX 2016 military 
exhibition in astana on June 2-5, 
the company’s press service re-
ports.

The asIO special mission sys-
tem will be installed on the coun-
try’s armed Forces eC-145 heli-
copter with Kazakhstan aviation 
Industry (KaI – a subsidiary of 
Kazakhstan engineering).

“We are very proud to have Ka-
zakhstan engineering and KaI as 
our partners at the KadeX expo, 
and we are already seeing tremen-
dous value from working closely 
together,” said Co-Chief executive 
Officer and Founder Ronen Factor.

“The asIO system has proven 
itself a true force multiplier for 
homeland security requirements, 
border surveillance and coastal pa-
trol duties. The system is designed 
to meet the growing threats to na-
tional security and provides an end-
to-end, yet cost effective, airborne 
surveillance, intelligence and ob-
servation solution,” the company 
says.

Both BIRd and KaI are to dis-
play the way the asIO system en-
hances mission effectiveness while 
supporting a wide range of missions 

including the homeland protection 
to oil/gas pipeline surveillance and 
search and rescue missions, among 
others.

according to the press service, 
“asIO is a complete independ-
ent system and uses state of the 
art surveillance and monitoring 
sensors that are integrated with 
BIRd’s mission management sys-
tem (msIs).”

“msIs is the heart of the system 
as it collects and processes large 
amounts of information gathered 
from all onboard sensors. This in-
formation is then automatically 
classified and then clearly dis-
played with an easy to use and in-
tuitive human machine interface,” 
the statement said.

“In addition, BIRd will present 
the amPs missile protection sys-
tem which provides the most en-
hanced protection for military and 
civilian aircraft against the grow-
ing threat of ground to air missiles 
(manPads). The amPs system 
was developed in cooperation with 
aIRBUs defence and space and 
installed on over 2,000 aircraft 
which represent more than 85 per-
cent of the global market (outside 
of the United states),” according to 
the statement.

BIRd aerosystems specialises in 
the developing and deploying air-
borne missile Protection systems 
(amPs) and asIO.

aTom Project Honorary ambassador 
opens first astana Exhibition,  

Urges End to ‘nuclear madness’
By dmitry Lee

asTana – as the threat of ter-
rorism continues to spread around 
the world, Honorary ambassador 
of The aTOm Project, artist and 
activist against nuclear weapons 
Karipbek Kuyukov launched his 
first exhibition in Astana May 21 
to remind the global community to 
increase its efforts toward a nuclear 
weapons-free world.

“We are witnessing so many ter-
rorist attacks these days,” Kuyukov 
said in the exclusive interview with 
the astana Times. “The world as 
never before should raise awareness 
of the nuclear threats we are facing 
everyday. at the level of world cor-
ruption as it is today anyone with 
loads of money could simply pur-
chase a nuclear weapon. The conse-
quences of such a nuclear explosion 
these days could supersede the Hi-
roshima and nagasaki hundreds of 
times. must we go through some-
thing as horrible to be reminded of 
the sufferings of our ancestors?”

Karipbek was born in a village 
near the now former semipalatinsk 
nuclear test site and was born with-
out arms as a result of his parents’ 
exposure to soviet nuclear weapons 
testing there. He has overcome that 
challenge to become a renowned 
artist painting with his mouth and 
feet and an internationally recog-
nised anti-nuclear weapons activist. 
This exhibit is his first in the capital 
of his homeland, Kazakhstan, and 
will be on display at the national 
academic Library for 10 days.

The main message of Kuyukov’s 
legacy, as he has said is to “stop the 
nuclear weapon race and madness 
in this world and keep reminding 
the world of the past consequences 

of the nuclear history. Perhaps not 
in five, not in 20 years, certainly not 
in my lifetime, but some day man-
kind will realise that it was the big-
gest mistake of all time. my goal is 
to do the best I can to at least start 
this dialogue.”

as part of his strong message the 
artist continues painting despite his 
state of health. “When painting for 
hours my neck and my back hurt. It 
is becoming harder each day. But I 
will continue doing it for as long as 
I can,” he said.

Thus Kuyukov, with the help 
of the poetry reading fund Pero 
(Feather) in astana, headed 
by Yelden Sarybay, has finally 
launched his first art exhibition 
that will last until may 31.

“as they say – my dream came 
true,” Kuyukov said in his open-
ing remarks and thanked all the 
people who came to the opening 

and those who helped him organ-
ise the exhibition.

“The centre of attention of my 
exhibition is and always will be 
the fight against nuclear weapons 
that marred the land of Kazakh-
stan,” he added. “It is no secret that 
too many people suffered from the 
nuclear tests that were conducted 
in Kazakhstan. all those diseases, 
tragedies, graves and pain that I 
witnessed in my life give me even 
more strength and inspiration to 
continue my works towards the nu-
clear weapon free legacy.”

Kuyukov emphasised the impor-
tance of the imminent threat nucle-
ar weapons present today and urged 
people to sign The aTOm Project 
online petition (www.theatompro-
ject.org) to voice the need to stop 
the nuclear madness.

“In all the years The aTOm Project 
has existed, together with Karipbek, 

we have travelled around the world 
and, I have seen the sincere support of 
the people in austria, Japan, the Unit-
ed states and many other countries. I 
have seen that they are willing to help 
and to understand and support this 
initiative,” said Roman Vassilenko, 
deputy minister of foreign affairs of 
Kazakhstan who attended the event.

He called Kuyukov “a liv-
ing proof of the continuity of the 
struggle of the Kazakh people and 
Kazakh President nursultan naz-
arbayev” against nuclear weapons, 
as Kuyukov was engaged in the fa-
mous nevada-semey international 
anti-nuclear movement in the 1980s 
and early 1990s. and he called the 
artist “a uniquely strong willed 
person whose love of life gives all 
the people who know him a major 
boost, a desire to do good for others 
and a better understanding of true 
priorities in their own lives.”

astana mayor adilbek dzhaksybekov 
Briefs President on city’s Progress

By Zhazira dyussembekova

asTana – akim (mayor) of 
astana adilbek dzhaksybekov 
briefed Kazakh President nursul-
tan nazarbayev may 16 on the 
socio-economic development of 
the capital, the implementation of 
key government programmes and 
plans for the future, reported the 
press service of the akorda.

“These figures are encouraging, 
as a result of the serious work of 
the state and, first of all, of the 
city akimat (administration). This 
work should be continued. The 

capital must show an example in 
all directions. a lot is being done 
in the areas of [the development 
of] ‘smart city,’ alternative en-
ergy, heat supply, improvement 
of streets and the construction of 
parking lots. The city is develop-
ing successfully and is already 
having its own means,” said naz-
arbayev, adding that investment in 
the development of the city have 
been effective and is providing a 
refund.

according to the statement, dur-
ing the meeting, nazarbayev said 
that Astana takes first place in the 
country in the growth of gross re-

gional product, which amounted to 
4.56 trillion tenge (Us$13.82 bil-
lion). The average income per cap-
ita in astana was 3.7 million tenge 
(Us$11,215) at the end of last year.

In addition, the investment 
in fixed assets also grew. They 
amounted to 770 billion tenge 
(Us$2.33 billion) at the end of 
last year. The number of small 
and medium-sized businesses has 
increased to 105,000 compared to 
93,000 in 2014. The share of the 
sector’s gross value added has 
reached 62 percent of the total 
economy of the city.

also this year, it is expected that 

2.1 million square metres of new 
housing will be commissioned, 
while in 2014 the figure was about 
1 million.

among social development in-
dicators, the head of state pointed 
to the low level of unemployment 
and the existence of 6,000 un-
filled jobs. He said 84.5 percent of 
children pre-school age are being 
educated in pre-school institutions 
and that the construction of kin-
dergartens and schools continues. 
In 2015, the maternal mortality 
rate was seven per 100,000 new-
borns and in the first quarter of 
this year the figure is zero.

TEdxalmaty welcomes Brilliant 
minds for Idea Sharing

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

asTana – “Between sky and 
earth,” highlighting ideas and 
solutions from leading thinkers, 
curious minds and captivating ora-
tors, will be the topic of this year’s 
Technology, entertainment and 
design (Tedx) almaty meeting. 
The conference will be held Oct. 5 
and the “x” represents an indepen-
dently-organised event.

The astana Times interviewed 
Tedxalmaty curator Larissa 
Pak, a newly-appointed Tedx 
ambassador in Kazakhstan, to 
learn about the local community 
of innovators and free knowledge 
phenomenon.

Pak is known as one of the ear-
ly PR specialists in the country. 
among other degrees, she graduat-

ed from Harvard Business school 
and made her career in marketing 
and corporate communications. 
she then set on a mission to travel 
to 30 countries in a year to inter-

view people who did a meaningful 
vocational shift.

“To me, the most important thing 
is what I am doing for Tedx as cu-
rator and organiser. We have been 

doing Tedx events for six years. 
It all started as an experiment and 
hobby because at that time I was 
engaged in professional activities. 
But I started feeling the hunger 
for insightful and meaningful dia-
logues, not only among friends but 
in society,” said Pak.

The initial Tedxalmaty confer-
ence took place in 2010. six con-
ferences were subsequently held in 
the city in addition to Tedxastana 
in the capital in march 2015.

“This year’s topic reflects what 
we are all experiencing, the so-
called gap – the gap between what 
it should be and how it actually is, 
what our dreams are and what is 
our reality. This topic will connect 
people who through their ideas and 
projects connect the so-called sky 
and earth,” she said.

continued on Page B2

Karipbek Kuyukov (R) talks about the meaning of his paintings.
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Small Kurultai of Kazakhs Held in Europe
Staff Report

asTana – a traditional small 
kurultai (assembly) of Kazakhs 
in europe was held may 14-15 in 
Cologne, Germany, and gathered 
about 2,000 representatives of eth-
nic diasporas from Germany, the 
U.K., France, Hungary, austria, 
switzerland, sweden, denmark, 
norway, the netherlands, Turkey 
and the U.s.

at the opening ceremony, am-
bassador of Kazakhstan to Germa-
ny Bolat nussupov read a message 
of greetings from President of Ka-
zakhstan nursultan nazarbayev to 
kurultai participants. nazarbayev 
congratulated the Kazakh diaspora 
on the upcoming 25th anniversary 
of Kazakhstan’s independence and 
emphasised the importance of pre-
serving and developing the native 
language, culture and national tra-
ditions.

“For example, a library includ-
ing works of classical and modern 
Kazakh authors, magazines and 

newspapers, Kazakh media, text-
books, dictionaries, manuals for 
studying the state language, as 

well as print and electronic brand 
products about Kazakhstan was 
created in the Kazakh Centre of 

economy and Culture in Berlin 
in 2014. all these materials are 
available for representatives of 
the Kazakh diaspora and are high-
ly in demand,” the President said 
in a statement.

deputy of the German Bunde-
stag Henry Tsertik stressed the im-
portance of supporting the devel-
opment of ties with their historical 
homeland for the 800,000 ethnic 
Germans who migrated from Ka-
zakhstan in the 1990s and paid 
special attention to the identity of 
ethnic Kazakhs living in Germany.

Tsertik said the German nation 
remembers and appreciates how 
the Kazakh nation accepted Ger-
mans into their families and saved 
them from death during stalin’s 
deportations from the Volga region 
in the 1940s.

“It will never be forgotten; both 
the older and younger generation 
will bear it in themselves,” noted 
the German politician.

during his speech, head of euro-
pean association of Kazakhs ab-
dul Qayyum Kesichi noted that the 
holding of congresses in europe 
had become a positive tradition 
over the last 10 years.

“The main purpose is to remind 
the younger generation of the her-
itage and culture of their nation. 
such meetings are very important 
for Kazakhs living away from their 
historic homeland,” a press release 
from the Kazakh ministry of For-
eign affairs quoted Kesichi as say-
ing.

Contests and competitions were 
held and an exhibition of paintings 
and applied artwork by Kazakh 
artists was opened as part of the 
kurultai.

The Kazakh community in Ger-
many has more than 7,000 people. 
They are mainly ethnic Kazakhs 
whose ancestors moved to that 
country from different countries 
several decades ago.

70-year-old Runner Urges Participation in may 28 
BI Group marathon

By yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – Famous Kazakh 70 year-
old marathon runner saltanat Tuitebayev 
has daily trainings in spite of his age. The 
athlete participates in marathons and often 
wins medals.

Recently, he ran 42 kilometres and 
195 metres in the BI marathon in almaty 
and took the third place in the 70+ years 
old category. as of today, Tuitebayev is 
preparing for the same event in astana, 
which will take place may 28 and calls on 
everybody to participate in the event.

“I was born in the Zhambyl region in the 
moiynkum district on July 21, 1945. my 
parents didn’t understand my passion for 
sport. I was inspired by elder friends who 
studied in universities and lived in big cit-
ies. They came to our village and trained 
us. I started to play football and basketball 
at 11 years old,” Tuitebayev said, accord-
ing to bi-group.kz.

“The Japanese say that every man 
should make at least 1,000 movements 
per day to be healthy. I am sure that if a 
man doesn’t smoke, doesn’t drink alco-
hol and goes in for sports, he won’t be 
ill. my children are sportsmen too. my 

family and all my relatives greatly sup-
port me,” he added.

Tuitebayev said that he enjoys good 
health and runs semi-marathons on an 
everyday basis. He recommends begin-
ners start with walking before moving to 
jogging and increasing speed on a step-by-
step basis. now, it is warm outside and the 
perfect time to start jogging.

“I am very happy that astana has so 
many good places for jogging: parks, pub-
lic gardens and school yards,” he said, 
adding that jogging doesn’t require expen-
sive equipment or facilities. “Only snick-
ers and jogging suit.” Saltanat Tuitebayev
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KZfashion agency models Rule Junior fashion week
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

asTana – seventy-five tal-
ented youngsters and teens 
walked the runway may 15 for 
the first Junior Fashion Week. 
The models, ages 1-17 from the 
capital, almaty and Uralsk, pre-
sented the newest collections by 
Kazakh designers.

The event featured the fash-
ions of amelie, dani and Iranni. 
Italian designer and stylist ales-
sandro enriquez, editor in chief 
of Vogue Bambini Kids and elle 
Kids, also introduced his ready-
to-wear clothing for the local 
audience. He was the official 
designer of the show and Italian 
photographer Vincenzo Grillo 
the chief photographer. mos-
cow’s Black star Wear was titled 
as the main brand.

The event was a special project 
of KZfashion school-agency, 
which previously launched pro-
grammes including astana Kids 
Fashion show 2014, Children 
dolls 2015, Kazakhstan Kids 

Fashion show 2016 and KZchil-
dren’s Faces.

Junior Fashion Week high-
lighted the trends in the chil-
dren’s fashion industry. Hun-
dreds of children tried out as 
models, actors and speakers as 
they joined the agency and at-
tended an audition for models 
and talents. Leading experts 

from minsk, moscow, st. Peters-
burg, seoul and sweden were 
then invited to teach the children 
and contribute to the upbring-
ing of aesthetically-harmonious 
personalities, future ladies and 
gentlemen. Junior Fashion Week 
will be held in milan on June 1, 
2017.

“Four months ago it was just a 

great idea. now, I welcome the 
audience for coming to the show. 
I also would like to thank all the 
parents for their beautiful, tal-
ented, hard-working and patient 
children. It was really amazing 
to work with them, to teach them. 
We have been doing this project 
for four years and this is only the 
beginning,” said KZfashion di-

rector Zhanna Zhanatkyzy at the 
opening ceremony.

This year’s performance was 
completely different from earlier 
shows, said choreographer and 
director damira Bal.

“We had colossal work this 
season. We added video and 
photo presentations and more 
choreography. Our team, and es-

pecially our young models, did 
their best to make this event un-
forgettable and unique.  I grew 
up together with our children. If 
the children developed a model 
of professionalism, I gained ex-
perience as a director. I hope the 
sphere of kids fashion in Ka-
zakhstan will develop further,” 
she added.

Children do not just pose for 
the camera and the modelling 
school pays great attention to 
acting and oratory classes. The 
pupils were featured in more 
than four documentaries this 
year.

“It was necessary to find the 
children to shoot a documentary 
film and that was a big problem, 
as working with children is really 
difficult. But the models of KZ-
fashion are so charismatic and 
artistic. They performed their 
parts excellently and played the 
outstanding people of our coun-
try including shacken aimanov, 
aliya moldagulova and Kur-
mangazy,” said presenter and di-
rector maya Bekbayeva.

(L-R) Aziza Omarova, Aisofiya Omarova, Zarina Yermukhanova, Arunai Shali Inayat Shayakhmet (c) and Zagilya Rysbek (R)

Kazakh Traditional 
clothing: Past and Present

By dmitry Lee

asTana – Kazakh national 
clothing can be easily separated 
by its dazzling bright colours, 
conservative style and particu-
lar Tengrian ornaments. In fact, 
most of the clothing was deco-
rated with ornaments.

“There are four [main] kinds 
of ornaments – geometric, zoo-
morphic, cosmogonical and bo-
tanical,” said symbat Fashion 
academy art director Balnur 
assanova in an exclusive inter-
view for this story.

The academy has been part 
of the Kazakh fashion industry 
since 1947. assanova not only 
designs clothing combining dif-
ferent colours, she also switches 
between her duties and her mem-
bership in the Kazakh Union of 
designers.

Ornaments were the main dec-
orations in Kazakh clothing be-
cause art, painting, drawing and 
sculpture weren’t as developed 
in the territories before the mid-
20th century. The most popular 
ornaments were those with vari-
ous bird beaks and different ani-
mal horns, hooves and feet.

assanova enjoys the creativ-
ity and opportunity to be carried 
away by the process she likes the 
most in life.

“In my works, I try to combine 
different influences and break 
stereotypes. I like to combine 
things that don’t necessarily go 
together,” she said. “If I use bo-
tanical ornaments, I like to add 

shades of geometrical touches. 
I mix them up and do the same 
with the colours.”

Kazakh clothes reflected social 
status and age. Garments were 
originally made from fur, thin 
felt and woollen cloth that people 
produced themselves, changing 
to cotton in the late 19th century. 
materials such as silk, brocade 
and velvet indicated wealth and 
well-being.

People also made coats, hats, 
vests, trousers and elegant winter 
outerwear from furs and skins. 
Livestock, goat, yearling, cow 
and sheep hides were smeared 
with ayran (diluted, cold yogurt) 
mixed with bran, flour or some-

times brewed bran. In winter, ay-
ran was replaced with kurt, Ka-
zakh dried salted cheese diluted 
with water. The skin was rolled 
into the flesh and after three or 
four days, washed and laid in 
salted water. The procedures 
made outwear extra white.

Pet wool and hair were used as 
warm linings for dresses, gowns 
and headwear. many types of 
clothing were also sewn from 
felt.

each colour had an interpreta-
tion: blue meant the sky; white – 
joy, happiness; yellow – knowl-
edge, wisdom; red – fire, the Sun; 
green – youth, spring; and black 
– the ground.

“For instance, these days a 
typical Kazakh bride is clothed 
in a white dress, which is quite 
unconventional for Kazakhs. 
Our brides wore red dresses at 
weddings. Today, it is a colour 
of wealth. This trend came from 
the influence of the Soviet Un-
ion. Today, many ethnic Kazakhs 
want to revive this tradition and 
pick reddish colours for their 
wedding gowns,” said assanova.

as designer and artist, she 
needs constant inspiration.

“I go to historical and contem-
porary art museums and travel to 
get inspired to create my works,” 
she added. “I am in some kind of 
‘portal’ when I perceive things 
and see them. It’s a process on a 
whole different level. I may not 
understand science, but when I 
see something with my own eyes, 
I know what to do with my crea-
tions.”

astana Hosts Gakku 
awards ceremony

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

asTana – The Gakku chan-
nel award ceremony was held at 
the Kazakhstan Concert Hall in 
the capital on may 18. The spec-
tacular performance with live 
sound Gakku auenderi (Gakku 
songs) featured eminent Ka-
zakh artists and bands perform-
ing top pieces of Kazakh pop 
music.

The music feast was accompa-
nied by the Zaratushtra orchestra 
and the ballet show “Wake Up.” 
The country’s most prominent 
humourists Tursynbek Kabatov, 
Gulnara silbayeva, marat Oral-
gazin and erkebulan myrzabek 
hosted the event.

Zhanar dugalova and ninety 
One’s song “aita bersin” (Let 
People Talk) was marked as the 
most powerful performance of 
the evening. RinGo boy’s band 

celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
their music career and produced 
a unique dance presentation. ali 
Okapov, ayumi, aikyn, diaz ab-
layev, Luina and Big som, mak-
pal Issabekova, Kairat Baekenov, 
Kairat nurtas, Kamshat Zholdy-
bayeva, serik Ibragimov and 
Toregali Toreali also participated 
in the event.

Local singers have been able to 
express themselves and become 
famous in the country and this has 
resulted in the growth of domestic 
content production with a policy 
of free broadcasting. The Gakku 
channel was created to support 
talented performers and give them 
a platform for self-realisation, re-
ported Tengrinews.kz.

“This concert is one of the addi-
tional evidences that Kazakh mu-
sic is extremely competitive and 
popular. Last year, we proved this 
by gathering 60,000 spectators at 

a concert in almaty. We also try to 
create a legal component to give 
young people the opportunity to 
operate their rights and not only 
duties,” said head of Gakku chan-
nel Sanzhar Mustafin.

Mustafin also said that a televi-
sion channel broadcasting exclu-
sively Kazakh content will appear 
in the near future.

Berkut (R) and aisha. 
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Astana Opera Presents 
Concert in Honour of 

Yerkegali Rakhmadiyev
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

asTana – The musical compo-
sitions of great Kazakh composer 
yerkegali Rakhmadiyev were per-
formed may 13 in the capital at the 
Chamber Hall of the astana Opera.

The concert “Tan samaly” (a 
morning Wind) featured the laure-
ates of the First International Ra-
khmadiyev competition who are 
acclaimed musicians, according to 
the theatre’s release.

altynbek abilda, almat Iz-
bambetov, assel Uasheva, Zhanel 
Katpayeva, azat Turanel, artur 
abdiyev, Honoured Worker of Ka-
zakhstan Bibigul Zhanuzak, Beim-
bet Tanarykov, diana Taimysheva, 
damir saduakhassov, daniyar 
doolotbakov, erulan Kamel, na-
zym sagintai, nargiz satmukham-

betova, marat aitymbai, madina 
aidarbekova, Rasul Zharmagambe-
tov, Ulpan aubakirova, yerbol mu-
kanov, Zhumabek Kantarbayev and 
the chamber choir of the astana 
state academic Philarmonia also 
participated at the event.

The programme included arias 
and duets from “alpamys,” “aby-
lai Khan,” “Kamar sulu” operas 
and Rakhmadiyev’s famous ro-
mances and songs.  elena Bolero 
from Verdi’s opera “The sicilian 
Vespers,” Queen of the night’s aria 
from mozart’s opera “The magic 
Flute” and Calaf’s aria from Puc-
cini’s opera “Turandot” were also 
performed.

“I feel an inspiration and I would 
like to work with more energy when 
I perform Rakhmadiyev’s works. 
my teacher, People’s artist of Ka-
zakhstan Professor Khorlan Kali-

lambekova, the first performer of 
Katie’s part from the opera “The 
song of the Virgin Land” is a model 
for me. I sang an aria from this opera 
and recalled all she taught me about 
the vocal nuances,” said winner of 
the First International Rakhmadiyev 
competition Uasheva.

The concert’s title is related to 
the lyric-epic song “Tan samaly” 
dedicated to the composer’s wife 
Klara Rakhmadiyeva. an amazing 
composition was performed by the 
concert participants at the end of the 
evening.

Rakhmadiyev’s art heritage is 
notable Kazakh operas and numer-
ous orchestral, vocal, choral and 
chamber instruments works. as a 
true maestro, he not only created the 
musical works but considered it his 
indispensable duty to help young 
musicians.

Day of Europe Celebrated with 
Film Festival, School Lectures 

and Classical Concert
By dmitry Lee

asTana – The annual day of 
europe celebration was marked 
this year with events throughout 
the country from may 16 through 
may 22. The events were organ-
ised by the delegation of the eu-
ropean Union to Kazakhstan and 
numerous european embassies.

The celebrations started on may 
16 with the european Film Festival 
in theatres in astana, almaty and 
shymkent. In total, 14 european-
made films, including winners of 
various international film awards 
were presented.

“european cinema is tradition-
ally very popular in Kazakhstan,” 
said head of the european Union 
delegation in Kazakhstan Traian 
Hristea. “We’ve been hosting such 
festivals every year and are always 
happy to see full theatres. The fes-
tival’s programme includes films 
of various genres, reflecting the 
creative identity, originality and 
diversity of contemporary europe-
an cinema. These films represented 
the diversity and unity of different 
cultures. I am sure that everybody 
will find something for themselves 
and the european cinema will not 
leave viewers indifferent,” said 
Hristea.

The eU delegation also held 
the Hour of day of europe in 28 
schools in astana in which Kazakh 
schoolchildren had a chance to ask 
questions about europe.

“We are glad that such initiatives 
resonate among the youth,” Hris-
tea noted. “The Hour of the day 
of europe attracts more and more 
students each year. Of course, our 
lectures are not only educational 
– they also contribute to the de-
velopment of the collaboration be-
tween Kazakhstan and the eU. a 
lot of kids want to study in europe, 
today we have received a lot of in-
quiries about studying in europe.”

an evening of classical music 
was held on may 19 at Congress 
Hall also as part of the day of 
europe celebration. The audience 
witnessed classical masterpiec-
es from the opera “Carmen” by 
Georges Bizet, the overture to the 
opera “La Traviata” by Giuseppe 
Verdi and a brilliant waltz by Fred-
erick Chopin among others. The 

evening was highlighted by the fi-
nal performance of “Kui dairabai” 
by Kazakh composer yerkegali 
Rakhmadiyev.

according to the eU delegation 
in Kazakhstan, the day of europe 
is an annual celebration of peace 
and unity in the european Union. It 
is celebrated may 9. The date sig-
nifies the signing of the Schuman 
declaration. On this day in 1950, 
French Foreign minister Robert 
schuman encouraged France and 
West Germany to merge metal-
lurgical and coal industries and 
bring them under the control of 
the supreme governing authority. 
Today, the european Union is an 
economic and political union of 28 
member states. The day of europe 
has been celebrated in the country 
for 15 years.

Head of the European Union delegation in Kazakhstan Traian Hristea (L) and 
Kazakh first deputy foreign minister mukhtar Tleuberdi.
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almaty Region Hosts KazGeo 
Tengri Ultra marathon

By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

asTana – more than 400 run-
ners participated may 7-8 in the 
Great steppe marathon held on the 
Ili River near almaty’s legendary 
Tamgaly Tas. The athletes, from Bel-
gium, Canada, China, the Czech Re-
public, Finland, France, Hong Kong, 
Kyrgyzstan, Poland, Russia, south 
africa, sweden, Thailand, Turkmen-
istan, Ukraine and the United states, 
ran distances of 15-70 kilometres.

Russian Yegor Nadym took first 
prize in the 18-35 age category and 
seman milan from the Czech Re-
public took first in the 36-50 age 
group, both running a distance of 70 
kilometres. Kazakh elizabeth Teich 
was the strongest woman in the 18-
35 category and akmaral meirman 
took the same prize in the 36-50 
group, reported Forbes.kz.

about 500 spectators and support-
ers as well as hundreds of volunteers, 
the organising committee, shamans 
and music groups attended the event. 
dangyra 2016, a festival of ethnic 
percussion instruments, was also in-
cluded as part of the festivities.

The Great steppe marathon was 
dedicated to the 25th anniversary 
of Kazakhstan’s independence. The 
race was organised with the support 
of the department of Tourism and 
almaty region akimat (city admin-
istration) in partnership with the Ka-
zakh Geographic society (KazGeo) 
and asia Waters.

The participants were literally 
plunged into the special atmosphere 
of nomadism with the starry sky, 
tents, ethno-drum music, bonfires, 
shamans and ancestor worship. 
The marathon is a difficult distance 
and every detail, including training, 
equipment, food and water, was im-
portant.

“Long-term physical activity caus-
es the body’s loss of water and salt 
balance. It is important for every run-
ner to use water with the full com-
position of salts and minerals,” said 
experienced marathoner and project 
organiser Timur artyukhin.

each participant who crossed the 
finish line was awarded a precious 
wood medal. The winners in the dif-
ferent age categories received prizes 
and gifts from well-known sports-
wear and food companies.

athletes of all ages and professions, 
even mothers and fathers with small 
children, took part in the campaign.

“To me, 35 kilometres is an av-
erage distance; it was not extreme. 
I felt good after the finish,” said 
69-year-old amegulsin mirosh-
nichenko. “since my childhood, I 
have been engaged in athletics and 
multisport competition. I never com-
plained of feeling unwell. I took part 
in an ultra-marathon for the first time 
at 65 years and finished fourth. I also 
went to the Christmas half-marathon 
in Omsk. Last year, I participated in 
the Trans Ural multi-day mountain 
ultra-marathon. If you are not lazy, 
you will achieve great things.”

The first Great Steppe Tengri Ul-
tra marathon, held last year with the 
participation of 376 athletes from 
ten countries, was entered into the 
official series of the Asia-Pacific 
region’s asiaTrailmaster ultramara-
thon. The marathon’s mission is to 
create new trends among Kazakh 
people who lead a healthy lifestyle 
and form a culture of athletes who 
choose trails instead of asphalt, clear 
sky instead of urban smog and space 
instead of gray walls.

Kazakh Sergeants to Become combat Instructors
By azamat Syzdykbayev

some Kazakh army sergeants will be 
trained as combat instructors, reported 
the press service of the Kazakh minis-
try of defence. For this purpose, each 
battalion of military units of the armed 
Forces has selected the most experi-
enced soldiers, totalling 140 people.

during courses, future instructors 
are trained to use light and small arms, 
grenade launchers and hand grenades, 
as well as go through physical train-
ing, lessons on military topography, 
engineering and chemical, biological, 

radiological and nuclear defence. They 
also learn to manage the daily activities 
of troops and secure military service. 
Before the beginning of the course, 
all instructors, regardless of their del-
egated disciplines, attend special meth-
odological trainings, during which they 
receive the basics of their future work 
as instructors.

The teaching methodology embraces 
local and foreign experience. apart 
from officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the Cadet Corps, Land 
Forces and sports Committee, experts 
from american training centres have 
been involved as part of the joint in-

ternational training course for Kazakh 
instructors.

Both candidates and trainers have 
been thoroughly selected before each 
stage of the training. The emphasis was 
placed on professionalism, rich military 
experience and the presence of method-
ological skills to train personnel.

The training programme for combat 
instructors will enhance the quality and 
effectiveness of individual trainings, im-
prove the process of organising and con-
ducting combat trainings, establish unit-
ed methodological system and increase 
the interest of the military personnel to 
develop their professional skills.

arnasai Village in akmola 
Region Goes Green

By Zhaniya Urankayeva

The Coalition for Green econ-
omy together with G-Global and 
the akbota Fund have presented 
may 11 the new social project 
arnasai-the Green Valley, reported 
the press service of the coalition. 
The ceremony was organised by 
the national academy for Green 
Technologies.

The project seeks to demonstrate 
the efficiency of resource and ener-
gy saving technologies in a village. 
It is planned to use green technolo-

gies for rural infrastructure devel-
opment to improve the quality of 
life outside of the urban areas.

as stated in the press statement, 
during the opening ceremony to-
mato seeds were given to village 
residents of arnasai. The project 
is part of the transition process of 
Kazakhstan to a green economy 
and is supported by the european 
Union, the economic Commission 
for europe (eCe) and the United 
nations development Programme 
(UndP).

The presentation embraced vari-
ous aspects of the new complex, 

including energy- and water-sav-
ing technologies. The planting 
of tomato seeds will launch the 
other initiative to provide the local 
school and kindergarten with eco-
logically clean vegetables.

The arnasai village is situated in 
the arshaly district of the akmola 
region. The event was attended by 
representatives of the embassies 
of Great Britain and France, the 
Organisation for security and Co-
operation in europe and the euro-
pean Union delegation to Kazakh-
stan, as well as by residents and 
visitors of arnasai village.

Policeman in Zhambyl 
Region adopts five children

By yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – senior sergeant of 
the Zhambyl Region Police de-
partment Galym arystanbayev 
always dreamt of having a big 
family. And after adopting five 
children, in addition to three of his 
own, he is one proud papa.

“I have a big family and aliya, 
my wife, greatly supports me. We 
understand and complement each 

other. all our family members are 
healthy and happy and this is the 
key point. yes, I am the happiest 
man in the world,” said arystan-
bayev.

The press service of Zhambyl 
region police department reported 
that the senior sergeant has hon-
estly served the state for many 
years. Colleagues say he is dis-
tinguished by personal involve-
ment, charity and kindness. arys-
tanbayev’s colleagues found out 

about his fine gesture absolutely 
by accident.

The thirty-eight-year-old police 
officer was the father of three sons 
and dreamed about a daughter. He 
and his wife planned to adopt only 
one daughter, but when they went 
to orphanage, the couple decided 
to adopt five children. All children 
are of different age and different 
ethnic nationalities. The eldest 
girl is azerbaijani, a middle one is 
Chinese and a younger daughter is 
Uzbek. The eldest boy is Romany 
and a younger boy is Russian.

“all of them are so different, but 
all of them speak one language – 
Kazakh. all my children are really 
good, tender and grateful. as all 
parents, we hope that they become 
dignified citizens of our country,” 
arystanbayev said.

“I don’t distinguish between 
my biological children or adopted 
ones. We are one united family! 
my wife is a professional peda-
gogue and takes care of our chil-
dren and our household. I help her 
on weekends and teach the boys 
to do men’s work. I work on boys’ 
physical growth and development. 
Our favourite hobby is to go to 
picnics and relax in nature,” he 
said.
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200 People Run one mile 
for charity in astana

By Zhazira dyussembekova

asTana – sport Relief mile, a 
public run organised by the Brit-
ish Embassy to benefit the Shugyla 
Public Fund took place in the capi-
tal’s Zheruiyk city park may 14. 
It was attended by more than 200 
people.

British ambassador to Kazakh-
stan dr. Carolyn Browne and the 
ambassadors of foreign diplomatic 
missions, employees of interna-
tional and national companies 
and educational institutions were 
among the participants.

The run began with a concert 
and welcome speech. Runners also 
warmed up in CrossFit style.

The run is described on its web-
site as a “mass participation event 
open to everyone, regardless of 

their athletic prowess or mobility. 
People are encouraged to cover 
a distance of approximately one 
mile by whatever means they are 
able.”

sport Relief was launched in 
2002 by Comic Relief UK, which 
assists poor and disadvantaged 
people across the world. British 
embassies organise sport Relief 
miles in many countries.

This year’s run, the fourth in Ka-
zakhstan, was also supported by 
the city administration and several 
private enterprises. Previous races 
attracted around 400 people and 
helped charity funds.

The shugyla Public Fund was 
established in 2007 by entrepre-
neurs meirkhan abdrakhmanov 
and alibek Umirzhanov. Its main 
goals are implementing socially 
significant projects and organis-

ing charitable events. Funds for 
the projects are being collected 
in several ways – through the e-
pay system, transfers via QIWI 
terminal, mercy envelopes and 
sms.

“Our fund helps families with 
many children, single mothers, or-
phans and children with cerebral 
palsy,” said mereke mukhatai, 
head of the fund’s capital office 
in an interview with the astana 
Times.

He added this year the fund is 
planning to open the assistance 
office for children with cerebral 
palsy, as well as launch several 
public service advertisements on 
social networks that reflect the 
problems of those who are often 
not noticed by people who are 
healthy or need not worry about 
their next meal.
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chairman of the Russian Union of cinematographers nikita mikhalkov (L) and 
minister of culture and Sports of Kazakhstan arystanbek mukhamediuly.

Kazakh ministry of culture and Sport, Russian 
Union of cinematographers agree to cooperate

Staff Report

asTana – a press confer-
ence dedicated to the premiere of 
the Russian movie “Tak slozhilis 
zvezdy” (That’s the Way the stars 
aligned) was held in moscow on 
may 17. during the press confer-
ence, the ministry of Culture and 
sports of Kazakhstan and the Un-
ion of Cinematographers of Russia 
signed a memorandum on coopera-
tion in the field of cinematography. 
It sets out the basic activities that 
will guide cooperation between the 
two departments, according to the 
Kazakh ministry’s press release.

“In Kazakhstan, there is a huge 
number of talented people, full 
of energy and temperament. and 

they have that Kazakh powerful 
spirit, which is strong, muscular, 
fun and adventurous,” said Chair-
man of the Russian Union of Cin-

ematographers and Oscar-winning 
director nikita mikhalkov during a 
press conference.

He also called for continued co-

operation, which is based on cul-
tural memory.

“We are close, despite confes-
sional differences, despite the 
boundaries. Today, 80 percent of 
people involved in filmmaking in 
the CIs (Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent states) countries and Cen-
tral asia studied at the Gerasimov 
Institute of Cinematography, our 
acting school. all these people are 
in one way or another connected 
with the multinational culture of 
our country. I hope that today we 
will begin the cooperation between 
our common cultures, no matter 
what language we speak,” said 
Mikhalkov, addressing specific 
cultural and friendly relations be-
tween Kazakhstan and Russia.

Kazakhstan and Russian plan 

the establishment of the eurasian 
Film academy, which would es-
tablish a prize, an analogue of Os-
car, which would contribute to the 
development of cinema for com-
munication.

In his speech, minister of Cul-
ture and sports of Kazakhstan 
arystanbek mukhamediuly noted 
that the two countries’ cinema art 
is connected by long-term, close 
cooperation based on the histori-
cal commonality.

“Kazakhstan is honoured that to-
day we can sign a memorandum. 
We want our cooperation system 
to be systematic, to be written in 
laws. We are honoured that in the 
complicated 1940s, famous studi-
os Mosfilm and Lenfilm were based 
in almaty,” he said.

according to him, the countries 
must work closely, because two years 
ago Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus, 
armenia, and Kyrgyzstan joined 
the eurasian economic Union.

“It really came true. It was the 
right step in difficult times. Of 
course, we want our cooperation in 
the field of cinema and art to have 
worthy continuation. We already 
have some works that we will be 
happy to introduce to you. soon 
we plan to present a movie about 
Panfilov’s guardsmen. We are 
happy to take part in the yalta and 
moscow international festivals,” 
added mukhamediuly.

also during the meeting, it was 
added that this year events such as 
a week of Russian movies in Ka-
zakhstan will resume.

oyLa magazine Teaches youngsters to Think
By Zhazira dyussembekova

asTana – OyLa, Kazakh-
stan’s one and only popular sci-
ence magazine, at less than a year 
old and with a print run of only 
20,000 copies has already earned 
a loyal audience and keeps at-
tracting more attention.

“OyLa gathers thinking and 
intelligent young people who in 
the future will be the scientific 
and business elite of Kazakh-
stan,” said assem Zhapisheva, 
editorial director of the almaty-
based OyLa in an interview with 
The astana Times.

The first issue of OYLA was 
published in september 2015. 
The magazine contains materials 
covering physics, mathematics, 
chemistry, biology, anthropology, 
technology, economics, business 
and other topics.

“Oyla” means “think” in Ka-
zakh. Zhapisheva explained the 
selection of the title, saying, “We 
want our children to know history, 
many languages, to understand 
mathematics and physics, to make 
chemical experiments and to love 
all the variety of life on earth. We 
want our children to be able to 
think.”

according to her, the magazine 
was originally geared toward stu-
dents and their parents as its main 
audience. But today, more than 
40 percent of OyLa’s readers are 
adults without children. They like 
the content. “This is due primar-
ily to the fact that we are trying 
to write about the most current 
topics from the world of science, 
technology, new ideas and inno-
vations. and the articles are writ-
ten by competent experts in their 
fields and scientific journalists,” 
Zhapisheva said.

she also explained that, “Just 
a few decades ago, children’s 
magazines, especially of scien-
tific direction, were very popular. 
almost every family received 
monthly ‘young naturalist,’ 
‘young Technician,’ ‘Quantik.’ 
Today adults, parents remember 
the articles that were published 
in the golden years of children’s 
publications. Reading magazines 
was not just a form of entertain-
ment – it was a culture-forming 
activity, due to [the magazines’] 

huge print run and widespread 
availability. Children grew up 
dreaming about space, travel, sci-
entific careers; they had a lot of 
interests.”

each issue of OyLa is unique 
and can take months to plan.

“In our magazine there is no 
such thing as the ‘average time of 
the creation of the material.’ each 
article is the fruit of thoughtful 
work by the author, illustrator and 
editor, and it can take up to sever-
al months. Our authors are scien-
tists, businessmen, athletes, jour-
nalists, innovators, visionaries, 
who, together with the editors, 
generate a huge number of differ-
ent ideas for materials. Through 
this, the diversity in our magazine 
is achieved. Here everyone can 
find an article of interest, from 
programming and technology to 
art and literature,” stated Zhapi-
sheva.

Promoting a new print publica-
tion can be quite challenging, es-
pecially taking into account that 
more and more people prefer to 
use electronic formats. The posi-
tioning of the publication plays a 
huge role in overcoming the dom-
inance of electronic material.

“We position ourselves as a 
supplementary textbook. Text-
books [in schools] often cannot 
keep up with the pace of progress 
in science, becoming obsolete. 
at the same time, the format of 
the 45-minute lesson, where the 
teacher needs both to explain the 
theme and check the knowledge of 
the students, doesn’t offer a lot of 
space for the authors of textbooks 
and teachers. In our materials, we 
do not just explain, for example, 
quadratic equations, but we tell 
how they appeared. The practi-
cal use of this knowledge is that it 
helps students learn material deep-
er. after knowing and understand-
ing these principles, the need to 
memorise the formula disappears, 
so student will be able to repro-
duce it,” said Zhapisheva.

The team says that such knowl-
edge is best to be obtained from 
their printed version. “also, the 
study of various aspects of the use 
of e-books and gadgets for study-
ing say it is still preferable to use 
paper for children. The magazine 
forces attention to focus on the 

subject without being distracted by 
unnecessary [additions]. In addi-
tion, the reading speed from paper 
is 1.5 times faster than with elec-
tronic devices,” she added.

Initially, OyLa had versions in 
Kazakh and Russian. The Kazakh 
version had to be shut down, at-
tracting the attention of social net-
work users and generating a great 
deal of discussion.

“Over 60 percent of students in 
Kazakhstan are studying in Ka-
zakh, though there is a big lack 
of literature [and] magazines in 
Kazakh for children. Therefore, 
it was initially decided to publish 
our magazine in two languages 
in   separate editions. But after six 
months, we saw that while the 
number of copies and the number 
of subscribers of the Russian ver-
sion was constantly growing, the 
number of subscribers of the Ka-
zakh version hardly reached 20 
people, though the feedback from 
Kazakh language teachers, par-
ents and other professionals was 
excellent. For example, a lot of 
the information that we published 
in our articles could not be found 
anywhere else in the Kazakh lan-
guage before the appearance of our 
magazine. also, we see the reason 
for the lack of demand in the sim-
ple lack of money among the Ka-
zakh-speaking audience, most of 
whom do not live in big cities. We 
are trying to find a way out of this 
situation, because we believe that 
knowledge should be available to 
all,” said Zhapisheva.

In the nearest future, the team 
is planning to release an applica-
tion in addition to the publication, 
which will complement the maga-
zine with more photos, videos and 
educational games.

The OyLa team also supports 
projects connected with science. 
“We already support participants 
of Olympiads on natural sciences, 
urban projects popularising sci-
ence, and others.”

In the introduction to the first is-
sue, the team addressed their read-
ers, saying, “every day, amazing 
discoveries are made in the world, 
and how much mankind already 
knows! and when we see, hear or 
read something wise, we want to 
tell everyone about it so they can 
know too.”

TEdxalmaty welcomes Brilliant minds for Idea Sharing
continued from Page B1

“TedTalks became a true revo-
lution and it was a revolution in 
access to knowledge. now we are 
entering an era of knowledge. and 
Ted is important because we are 
not going in the depth of knowl-
edge, but to the understanding at 
the level of concepts. We must 
constantly expand our horizons 
to connect the different areas, and 
then come an inspiration and new 
thoughts,” said Pak.

she began by surrounding her-
self with a community of like-
minded enthusiasts who assisted 
in organising the talks, thus estab-
lishing a Tedx movement.

“When we started to organise the 
event, it was on the level of impos-
sibilities. It was on the level why 
it was necessary to do it. First of 
all, nobody knew about TedTalks. 
short, powerful speeches and ide-
as can and do change your views 
and understanding of the world. 
Talking about complex things in 
accessible and simple language is 
the key,” she noted.

One of Pak’s first experiences as 
curator was proposing an idea for a 
Tedx to her friends.

“I was absolutely convinced that 
it is an interesting and important 
project for Kazakhstan,” she said. 
“smart, extraordinary and aspir-
ing people around us make our 

life exciting. I gathered a team that 
still does TEDx. The first event 
was a complete experiment. We 
are all terrible perfectionists and 
we were worried whether there 
would be high-quality ideas and 
performances. But it has turned 
out well. Before the actual event, 
we also conducted about 20 meet-
ings where we just explained what 
Tedx is and why it is important to 
join us.”

The Kazakh Tedx community 
has grown to tens of thousands of 
people, with online presentations 
viewed hundreds of thousands of 
times.

“I would like to appeal to the 
readers to recommend the speak-

ers. We look for personalities who 
work in our country and whose 
ideas lie in the field of science, 
technology, innovation, education, 
business, art and architecture and 
they have powerful ideas,” said 
Pak.

Tedxalmaty organisers present 
themselves as a high-quality media 
platform for speakers whose minds 
are open to something new and 
whose ideas are like vessels that 
sail to the communities. In addi-
tion to curators who supervise the 
speakers, there are individuals en-
gaged in logistics, volunteers and 
specialists working with confer-
ence participants.

“everyone on our team is highly 

professional and in-demand ex-
perts in their field. Once we invit-
ed our legendary marathon runner 
marat Zhylanbayev, who is listed 
seven times in the Guinness Book 
of Records. His fame was during 
the soviet time period. Then, he 
walked away from the sport and 
his achievements were forgot-
ten. In 2013 after he performed 
at Tedx, he came back to sports 
for training others. a huge con-
tribution to this renaissance was 
his speech and work with my col-
leagues,” she added.

The preparation for the event is a 
hard-working process. The speak-
ing coaches explain the methodol-
ogy to the lecturers, collect all his 

or her information and build it into 
the storyline. Olga Kaplina, alex-
ander Lee, alexandra Tsai, askhat 
yerkimbai, Bota Zhumanova and 
Pak, each of whom has different 
experiences, motivations and a 
certain interest in the field, work 
exclusively with the speakers.

“We always tell our speakers 
that having an idea is the most im-
portant requirement. and our work 
is only to help organise the beauty 
of it, to help it shoot. With the talk, 
we should find a door to the bril-
liant mind of an audience. People 
take time to watch us online or 
attend our events and it is our re-
sponsibility to do an event worth 
watching,” said Pak.
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Karaganda: Industrial, Historic, cultural and modern city
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

asTana – From renowned uni-
versities and historic and cultural 
venues to bowling, nightclubs and 
concert halls, Karaganda is one of 
Kazakhstan’s largest industrial, 
economic, science and cultural 
centres.

“Karaganda was a city of mine 
workers and is very industrial. 
authentic cotton fabric garments 
made in Karaganda are ecologi-
cally clean and in high demand 
among residents of other cities,” 
said local kids clothing boutique 
owner saule ashirbayeva in an 
interview with The astana Times.

she added many Kazakh women 
lined up to buy cotton socks from 
Karaganda during a recent made 
in Kazakhstan show at the capital’s 
Korme exhibition Centre. Kara-
ganda has a number of factories 
and companies that supply resi-
dents with mostly pure, 100-per-
cent cotton socks, tights and other 
foot gear.

more than 200 kilometres south-
east of the capital and with a pop-
ulation of almost half a million 
(496,173 as of 2015) on a territory 
of 550 square kilometres, Kara-
ganda is the fourth largest city of 
Kazakhstan after almaty, shym-
kent and astana. It presumably 
received its name from the yellow 
acacia shrub named “karagana” or 
“karagannik” which is predomi-
nant in the area.

In the 1980s, Kostenko mine 
was one of the largest mines of the 
Karaganda coal basin and is now 
the largest coal mining enterprise 
of arcelormittal Temirtau’s coal 
department. Food processing, the 
energy sector, mechanical engi-
neering and metal processing are 
other well-developed industries.

The city is renowned for its 
strong technical and medical edu-
cation at Karaganda state Techni-
cal University (previously Kara-
ganda Polytechnic Institute) and 
Karaganda state medical Univer-

sity. There are also a number of 
research and design institutes, a 
museum, theatres and botanical 
garden, according to Kazakhstan.
com.

“Karaganda state Technical 
University was always known as 
the best technical higher education 
institution and universities such 
as Buketov Karaganda state Uni-
versity for their strong teaching 
staffs,” said ashirbayeva.

The city is also home to FC 
shakhter Karagandy football club 
based at shakhter stadium. Profes-

sional boxer Gennady Golovkin, 
retired Kazakh Air Force officer 
and former cosmonaut Tokhtar 
aubakirov and Kazakh World War 
II pilot who served for the soviet 
Union nurken abdirov are among 
the city’s many notable residents.

nurken abdirov sports Palace, 
stanislavsky Karaganda state 
Russian and seifullin Kazakh 
drama theatres, the Palace of min-
ers’ Culture, shakhter stadium 
and eternal Light monument are 
among the city’s major historic 
and cultural venues.

“Today the central areas of Kara-
ganda are a pleasant surprise, with 
a lively buzz, plenty of parks and 
broad tree-lined streets, all pret-
tily illuminated after dark. Bukhar 
Zhyrau dangyly, the main street, 
heads north through the centre 
from the train and bus stations,” 
notes lonelyplanet.com.

modern Karaganda offers 
sports clubs, fitness centres, sau-
nas, tennis courts and pools for 
recreation and relaxing. The ar-
man Bowling Centre, billiard 
rooms and nightclubs are always 

at your service, according to the 
Central asian online travel com-
pany OrexCa.com.

shalkyma Concert Hall, which 
attracts musicians from the region, 
nation and the world, awaits fans 
of classical music. Tourists with 
children can go to Buratino Puppet 
Theatre or Karaganda Zoo.

Chaika, Cosmonaut and merei 
hotels offer high levels service, 
and dishes from asian and euro-
pean cuisines are available in nu-
merous restaurants and cafés, ac-
cording to OrexCa.com.
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Largest wind Turbine 
Manufacturer Confirms 
EXPo 2017 Participation

By aiman Turebekova

asTana – On may 11-12, 
in the framework of the visit of 
eXPO 2017 Commissioner Rapil 
Zhoshybayev, Vestas corporation 
agreed to take part in the astana 
exhibition and show Vestas’ inno-
vative wind turbines, reported the 
press office of the Kazakh Foreign 
ministry.

according to morten dyrholm, 
global vice president for public 
affairs at Vestas Wind energy, 
the company’s specialists have 
produced and installed more than 
41,000 wind turbines with a total 
capacity of about 40,000 GW in 
more than 60 countries, and now 
the company wants to participate 
in the Central asian market.

In addition, Zhoshybayev met 
with President of the Bureau of 
International exhibitions and for-
mer director of the Pavilion of 
denmark in previous international 
exhibitions steen Christensen, 
deputy state secretary of the dan-
ish Foreign ministry Jens Kisling 
and top managers of leading dan-
ish companies in the field of green 

energy, such as Innoventum, Hal-
dorTopsoe and dBdH.

during the meeting with the 
president of the Bureau of Interna-
tional exhibitions (BIe), Zhoshy-
bayev discussed efforts to attract 
international participants, the con-
tent of pavilions and measures to 
meet the obligations of Kazakhstan 
to the BIe. In turn, Christensen 
praised the course of preparations 
for the exhibition and emphasised 
importance of the Centre for Green 
Technologies and Investment Pro-
jects under the auspices of the Un 
based on eXPO 2017.

at the danish Foreign ministry, 

the sides discussed bilateral politi-
cal, trade and economic relations, 
including the development of co-
operation in the field of alterna-
tive energy, research and technol-
ogy transfer in the framework of 
eXPO 2017. according to the en-
ergy strategy, the danish govern-
ment plans to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions 40 percent and in-
crease the share of renewable en-
ergy to 50 percent by 2020.

Representatives of danish and 
swedish companies, including 
Innoventum, HaldorTopsoe and 
dBdH, attended a presentation of 
eXPO 2017.

continued from Page a1

“so far, I can say that prices 
for the tickets will be slightly 
higher than cinema tickets,” he 
said at a may 16 meeting of the 
Public Council set up to oversee 
the astana eXPO 2017 company.

He added eXPO 2017 has at-
tracted more than €100 million 
(Us$113.2 million) and collect-
ed 244 billion tenge (Us$744.5 
million) in investments. The in-
vestments, used to construct the 
facilities, have created 5,300 
jobs.

“approximately 10,000 work-
ers have already occupied the 
construction sites, which does 
not include the 30,000 people 
working in enterprises engaged 
in supplying goods and services 
to the exhibition,” he said.

“according to Ranking re-
search agency, overall 4,500 jobs 
will have been created during the 
implementation of Kazakhstan’s 
accelerated industrial and inno-
vative development programme 
in 2015-2019, while eXPO 2017 

has enabled employing many 
more people in 2015-2016,” said 
yessimov.

The chairman added the inter-
national community has shown 
great interest in the exhibition. 
He noted 84 countries and 14 
international organisations have 
already confirmed their partici-
pation.

“In general, in accordance with 
a registration dossier we need to 
attract at least 100 countries. We 
have no doubt about that, be-
cause in addition to 84 states, 20 
countries are on a separate sup-
port programme such as devel-
oping countries,” said yessimov.

To encourage tourists, the 
company has arranged presen-
tations on the platforms of the 
world’s largest events and invit-
ed leading media. To date, total 
coverage and media efforts has 
reached an estimanted 221 mil-
lion people and by the end of the 
year the company’s management 
is planning to increase that num-
ber to 500 million people. When 
the exhibition starts, 900 mil-

lion people around the world are 
expected to be aware of eXPO 
2017.

yessimov drew the partici-
pants’ attention to two points to 
close the meeting.

“First, President nursultan 
nazarbayev tasked us to max-
imise local content for construc-
tion of the expo. The President 
praised the work done. The ex-
hibition attracted 256 domes-
tic manufacturers and signed 
contracts with them worth up 
to 35 billion tenge (Us$106.8 
million). The total volume of 
rendered services and supplied 
materials amounted to 255.8 bil-
lion tenge (Us$780.5 million). 
secondly, on the other hand, we 
have seen that Kazakh products 
are able to compete with their 
foreign analogues in terms of 
quality,” he said.

The international specialised 
exhibition eXPO 2017 under the 
theme of Future energy will take 
place in astana from June 10 to 
sept. 10, 2017.

Electric car Promoting EXPo 
2017 Travels around Europe

By aiman Turebekova

asTana – The Kazakh team 
driving an electric car in the 
almaty-Paris international auto 
rally to promote eXPO 2017 
stopped in austria may 9-10 
before continuing to the French 
capital.

drivers sanzhar altayev and 
aidar myrzakhmetov were wel-
comed in Vienna by secretary 
General of the austrian-Kazakh 
society Thonas Wanker, United 
nations Industrial development 
Organisation (UnIdO) staff and 
representatives of the Un secre-
tary-General’s sustainable en-
ergy for all (se4all) initiative. 
The parties discussed future en-
ergy issues. austria and four in-
ternational organisations located 
in Vienna – UnIdO, the Inter-
national atomic energy agency 
(Iaea), the se4all and the Or-
ganisation of Petroleum export-
ing Countries (OPeC) plan to 
participate in eXPO 2017.

The electric vehicle with the 
eXPO 2017 logo visited attrac-
tions in Vienna, including, He-
roes’ square in Hofburg Palace 
and schwarzenberg square, 
where a monument to soviet 
soldiers stands, and attracted in-
terested from Vienna residents.

altayev and myrzakhmetov, 
heads of Kazakhstan’s IT-com-
pany almaCloud, left almaty on 
april 16.

“This trip is absolutely free of 
charge and displays our patri-
otic convictions. The theme “In 
search of new sources of ener-
gy” is based on complex issues 
of development of green tech-
nologies in our country,” said 
altayev.

Rally participants crossed the 
borders of several countries, 
such as Belarus, Poland, Czech 
Republic, austria, Italy, swit-
zerland and France. The total 
length of the route from almaty 
to Paris is more than 7,000 kilo-
metres.

“Our campaign has caused a 

genuine attraction among eu-
ropeans. They expressed their 
interest in the upcoming inter-
national exhibition in astana. 
many promised to take part in 
it,” he added.

during the tour, participants 
visited processing plants, IT-
companies as well as european 
farms. They also saw a poten-
tial expansion of the almaCloud 
company in the european mar-
ket.

“I would like to say that dur-
ing our trip we discovered op-
portunities to promote our busi-
ness in europe. We managed to 
reach a preliminary agreement 
on the opening of our offices 
in Geneva and Paris,” altayev 
mentioned.

after Paris, travelers headed to 
Brussels. Then they will travel 
to amsterdam, Berlin and Ham-
burg, where cars will be loaded 
on a ferry to Riga and further 
to almaty by rail. The Kazakhs 
themselves will go to almaty by 
plane from Hamburg.

EXPo 2017 commissioner Rapil Zhoshybayev (R) and Global VP for Public 
affairs at Vestas wind Energy morten dyrholm.

yessimov Says EXPo 
Preparations well on Track

austria announces 
Plans for EXPo 2017

By aiman Turebekova

ASTANA – Austria confirmed 
may 23 its intention to participate 
in eXPO 2017, reported the press 
service of the Kazakh Foreign 
ministry.

The announcement came dur-
ing an official visit to Austria by 
eXPO 2017 Commissioner Rapil 
Zhoshybayev. austrian authorities 
also announced plans to celebrate 
a national day of the country on 
June 27 during the expo, to hold 
an economic forum, to illustrate 
the best austrian technologies in 
the field of green energy and to 
provide cultural events with par-
ticipation of austrian artists during 
eXPO 2017.

Zhoshybayev also discussed 
expo preparations and ways to 
attract an international audience 
with austrian deputy minister of 

science, Research and economy 
of austria Bernadette Gierlinger 
and Commissioner of the austrian 
section of eXPO 2017 Richard 
schenz. Gierlinger said austria 
pays much attention to green tech-
nologies and by 2030, the country 
plans to switch completely to re-
newable energy sources.

Zhoshybayev also met with rep-
resentatives of the International 
atomic energy agency (Iaea), 
the United nations Industrial de-
velopment Organisation (UnIdO), 
the Un secretary General’s initia-
tive sustainable energy for all, the 
Organisation for security and Co-
operation in europe (OsCe) and 
the Organisation of the Petroleum 
exporting Countries (OPeC) and 
its Fund for International develop-
ment (OFId).

The sides discussed the partici-
pation of these organisations in the 

upcoming exhibition, including 
holding conferences and seminars, 
as well as the themes and content 
of pavilions.

The eXPO 2017 Commissioner 
reported that out of 100 countries 
and 15 international organisations 
that have expressed their willing-
ness to participate in the exhibi-
tion, 85 countries and 15 interna-
tional organisations have officially 
confirmed participation so far. 

The OFId is the 15th interna-
tional organisation on this partici-
pation list. Representatives of in-
ternational organisations assessed 
positively the progress of the 
preparations for the exhibition and 
expressed confidence EXPO 2017 
will attract the highest attention 
of the international community to 
problems of ecology, alternative 
energy development, energy con-
servation and efficiency.
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members of the Kazakhstan women’s boxing team train for the competition.

Team Kazakhstan falls from IIHf 
world championships Top division

By anuar abdrakhmanov

asTana – The eighth attempt in 
history for the team of Kazakhstan to 
stay in the International Ice Hockey 
Federation (IIHF) World Champion-
ships Top division, which this year 
is taking place in Russia, proved un-
successful.

Having started the tournament 

with a victory over switzerland and 
a very decent game against the hosts 
of the tournament Russia, the Ka-
zakh team was not able to fulfil its 
goals.

The Kazakh team was hurt by 
the absence of one of Barys astana 
leaders – Canadian Kevin dallman, 
who left the team’s site just before 
the tournament in moscow.

In the third game of the tourna-
ment, the team coached by andrei 
nazarov lost to norway 2:4. But 
it was an even bigger challenge in 
the following game – sweden, one 
of the biggest brands in men’s ice 
hockey.

Kazakhstan started the match 
pretty well and conducted a number 
of dangerous attacks. However, the 

team failed to score, and then missed 
an opening goal from swedish for-
ward mikael Backlund and three 
minutes later came a goal scored by 
forward dustin Boyd in the last sec-
onds of the opening period cut the 
gap to two goals.

In the second period, Gustav 
nyquist restored the three goals 
advantage to his team, after which 

the Kazakhs substituted the team’s 
main goaltender Vitaly Kolesnik 
with Pavel Poluektov. However, the 
swedes scored twice with alexan-
der Vennberg and Linas Omark writ-
ing their names down as scorers.

The final period meant little but 
honour. Kazakhstan managed to 
score two goals in it courtesy of the 
efforts of Vladimir markelov and 
Roman savchenko. However, the 
latter’s beautiful goal from the blue 
line served as little consolation to 
the subdued Kazakhs in this unfor-
tunate game. nykvist completed a 
hat trick next and it all ended 7:3 
for sweden.

In its fifth game at the worlds, 
Kazakhstan gave way to the Czech 
Republic. As befits a much stronger 
team, the Czechs attacked from the 
referee’s first whistle in the match 
had their way. In the second period, 
the game was close. Kazakhstan had 
a lot of opportunities to equalise but 
did not succeed. The final period 
began with a goal from Tomas Ple-
kanec, and nigel daws managed to 
return some intrigue into the game, 
which was, however, ended by Rob-
ert Kousal  1:3.

The match against Latvia was 
the most important for Kazakhstan 
in the group tournament as only a 
victory could allow Kazakh hockey 
players to retain chances to play in 
the top flight next year. Also, many 
remembered that a few years ago, it 
was Latvia who deprived Kazakh-
stan of a chance to make it to the 
Winter Olympics in sochi. But re-
venge is yet to come.

The scoring was opened by Ka-
zakhstan’s Nikita Ivanov in the fifth 
minute of the game: picking up the 
puck at the blue line of the zone and 
dragging it through almost an entire 

pitch, he opened a score with a beau-
tiful strike into the net behind Lat-
via’s goaltender elvis merzlikins.

In the second period, in the 36th 
minute of the game following 
savchenko’s miss, Kaspars dau-
gavins popped up one on one against 
Kolesnik and equalised the score.

It all ended late in the third period. 
at the 55th minute, Bicevskis rolled 
out from behind the net and Kole-
snik, hitting the strike from close 
range into the far corner from the 
goalkeeper.

Kazakhstan’s team Captain Ro-
man savchenko commented on the 
outcome of this meeting. “We played 
well, but in the key episodes of the 
game the opponent was stronger. It 
is a pity that we have not coped with 
the task. We are grateful to the fans 
who support us in every game and 
throughout the tournament.”

The last match against denmark 
no longer had any significance for 
Kazakhstan’s place in the table. The 
Kazakh team failed in this game but 
lost with a score of 4:1. Thus, Ka-
zakh hockey players for the fourth 
time in succession were demoted 
from the elite division of the World 
Championship.

“We had little to gain from the 
match so we decided to give playing 
time to the younger players. In some 
things they succeeded, in some they 
did not. There were moments that 
surprised me and there were those 
who are disappointed,” nazarov 
said.

now, Team Kazakhstan returns 
to division I Group a to prove once 
again that the team deserves a new 
return to the top flight of the IIHF 
World Championships. The tourna-
ment will be held in april 2017 in 
Kiev, Ukraine.

astana Hosting aIBa women’s  
world Boxing championships

By anuar abdrakhmanov

asTana – The amateur In-
ternational Boxing association 
(aIBa) women’s world cham-
pionships opened may 19 in the 
capital. This year, the tourna-
ment’s already high status rose 
even further. In the rings inside 
Barys arena, not only world 
championship medals, but licens-
es to participate in the upcoming 
summer Olympics in Rio de Ja-
neiro, are contested.

Two hundred and eighty-five 
fighters from 67 countries are 
slated to participate. each country 
could delegate up to 10 boxers, ac-
cording to the number of weight 
categories. In each of the three 
Olympic categories of up to 51, 
60 and 75 kg, four licenses for the 
Games are up for grabs.

The Kazakh women’s national 
team already has one ticket to the 
Olympics. dariga shakimova won 
the license at an earlier qualifica-
tion tournament in China.

Boxing fans are interested that 
Katie Taylor of Ireland and mary 
Kom of India are seeking to set a 
record by winning the sixth world 

championship titles of their ca-
reers. In addition to Taylor, Lon-
don 2012 Olympic champions 
Claressa shields of the U.s. and 
nicola adams of Great Britain, as 
well as silver medallist Ren Can-
can of China, were among the pre-
tournament favourites.

The event raises the bar once 
again for women’s boxing in the 
world, said aIBa President Ching-
Kuo Wu, who expressed hope Ka-
zakhstan will become a reference 
point on which to measure the 
level of future competitions.

The Kazakh fighters began their 
tournament journey with confi-
dence. Zarina Tsoloyeva (64 kg) 
beat Ha Thi Linh of Vietnam and 
Valentina Khalzova (69 kg) com-
pleted the early battle against 
Korean noh Heemin. In up to 75 
kg category, Violetta Knyazeva 
defeated Caitlin Parker from aus-
tralia, bronze medallist at the 2014 
Junior Olympics.

On the second day, nazym Kyz-
aibai, the 2014 world champion in 
the up to 48 kg category, contin-
ued the winning streak and left no 
chance for her Polish opponent, 
angelica Gronska.

“The first fight in a tournament is 

always a hard one. I think I worked 
well in all four rounds. I fought to 
the end and claimed a victory,” 
said Kyzaibai.

Zhaina shekerbekova (51 kg) 
then debuted in the event and the 
boxer from south Kazakhstan de-
feated Lescurat Clara of argentina. 
Unfortunately, Rimma Volosenko 
(60 kg) became the first member in 
the Kazakh team to drop from the 
tournament. In a tough fight, she 
gave way to yvonne Rasmussen 
from denmark.

In the up to 54 kg category, 
dina Zholaman defeated Ornella 
Wagner from Germany. Valentina 
Khalzova (69 kg) also pleased 
the host fans by winning against 
shakhnoza nizamova of Uzbeki-
stan. The following day, Khalzova 
did not leave a chance for argen-
tinian Lucia Perez.

“my opponent, of course, this 
time was a bigger challenge than 
the previous one. However, the 
fight showed that I keep my word. 
again, I came here to win. and 
thanks a lot to the fans who inspire 
me to great deeds!” said Khalzova 
after the match.

aizhan Khojabekova (up to 57 
kg) debuted in the world champi-

onships with a victory. Her rival, 
maryna malovana from Ukraine, 
gave strong resistance, but she sur-
vived.

“Our team is determined. I 
think this tournament for our 
team has progressed quite well 
so far. Of course, of great im-
portance to us is the support of 
the home stands. They help us to 
achieve victories,” said Kazakh 
national team head coach Vadim 
Prisyazhnyuk.

serik sapiyev, champion of the 
2012 Olympic Games, gave an-
other call to support Kazakhstan’s 
national team in the major interna-
tional tournament. 

“The most important role behind 
the fact that the World Champi-
onship takes place in astana was 
played by Kazakhstan’s boxing 
authority and the latest victories 
of our fighters in a tournament of 
the highest rank. aIBa knows well 
at what a high organisational level 
we can hold competitions. We 
hope our athletes, motivated by 
the support of native stands, will 
be able to show good results in the 
home ring,” he said. 

The aIBa Championships will 
run until may 27.

Shumenov Claims 
WBA Regular 

World Champion 
Title in First 

Heavyweight Division

By anuar abdrakhmanov

Kazakh professional boxer 
Beibut shumenov recently earned 
his 17th victory and the WBa 
regular champion belt in the first 
heavyweight division in Las Vegas 
with a technical knockout in the 
10th round over American fighter 
Junior anthony Wright.

shumenov had previously won the 
WBa light heavyweight world title 
and with his Las Vegas win becomes 
the first Kazakh professional boxer 
to win belts in two weight classes.

 “Obviously, of course, I am 
happy for Beibut,” said famous 
Kazakh boxer Kanat Islam of shu-
menov’s recent title bout. “Imme-
diately after the fight, I talked to 
him and congratulated our batyr 
(hero). I want to congratulate the 
country on another victory of our 
fighters. I wish him to continue to 

glorifying Kazakhstan in profes-
sional boxing.”

“Beibut’s road in professional 
boxing was very arduous. He did 
not have a personal trainer, man-
ager or promoter. He dealt with all 
the issues himself. There were oth-
er difficulties too. Shumenov has 
passed many tests and was able 
to overcome them. To be honest, I 
treat shumenov with considerable 
respect. I view him as an example 
for myself. not everyone has the 
strength to achieve this, perform-
ing abroad. Beibut is afraid of no-
body. He is a brave man. Just the 
other day, I talked with him, and he 
told me then that he was ready to 
box with any opponent. Right now, 
he is confident in his abilities – it’s 
worth it. In it we see the power of 
the Kazakh spirit,” noted Islam.

Shumenov will next fight Rus-
sian denis Lebedev in moscow. 

Beibut Shumenov (R)
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open air cross-fit, yoga, Zumba at astana’s central Park
By Kamila Zhumabayeva

asTana – Fitness Park astana, 
featuring popular exercises in the 
capital’s Central Park, is the place 
to be every sunday from 10 a.m-1 
p.m. The open air event includes 
cross-fit, yoga, combat battle, 
cardio-zone and Zumba guided 
by qualified fitness trainers, with 
interest in yoga continuing to in-
crease among residents.

“We choose five exercises that 
are currently in trend every sunday 
for all fans, from infants to adults. 
We want Central Park to become 
the centre of attraction, not only 
cultural but sports events, too,” 
said the city’s culture department 
head Bolat mazhagulov, who ex-
ercises with cross-fit and jiu-jitsu, 
wrote Tengrinews agency.

Traditional warm up exercises 
are conducted for all participants 
prior to everyone selecting his or 
her sport. The workouts will con-
tinue until the end of summer.

“We invite everyone. nothing 
is better than a healthy lifestyle, 
because one is able to buy every-
thing, do everything, but one can 
never buy health. It is necessary 

to take care of your health from an 
early age,” added mazhagulov, ac-
cording to the news agency.

Fitness Park astana will feature 
leading companies in the nutrition 
and diet field, with popular Kazakh 
singers performing for the partici-

pants. Varied cultural and sports 
programmes will be initiated in all 
city parks and squares in the com-
ing summer season.

“I suspect I will be coming here 
every week, because it’s fun and 
much more pleasant for any person 

to work out here in the fresh air. I 
will be coming and bringing more 
people. I think soon there will not 
be a free space,” said Kazakhstan 
mma Federation President ana-
toly Kim, reported Tengrinews.kz.

Using exercises from various 

sports, cross-fit is a sort of symbio-
sis among weightlifting, strength 
exercises and cardio that com-
prehensively develops a person’s 
physical state. Combat battle is for 
sports lovers who need excellent 
physical training and battle skills 
and all devotees of a healthy life-
style, according to the news agency.

Training the cardiovascular sys-
tem, cardio-zone is a complex exer-
cise where oxygen is the main source 
of energy. Regular exercises train 
the heart muscle, improve blood 
circulation and respiratory system 
function and increase stamina.

Girls enjoy fresh air Zumba and 
yoga. The former is a dance fitness 
programme based on popular Lat-
in american and world rhythms. 
Participants move to fiery music 
and receive a workout at the same 
time, allowing them to be in shape 
and feel strong and full of energy, 
reported Tengrinews.

yoga helps to develop person-
ality and inner harmony through 
physical improvement by using 
different poses and elements to 
increase flexibility and strength. 
In addition to muscles, joints and 
ligaments, remaining in a pose 
enhances its impact on internal 

organs and improves one’s emo-
tional state.

many yoga studios have opened 
in the capital in the past few years. 
The practice has begun to grow 
and the major reasons for starting 
are fitness and general rehabilita-
tion. Interest in this ancient Indi-
an physical, mental and spiritual 
discipline continues to increase 
among the people in Kazakhstan, 
especially in major urban areas.

“It’s pleasing that people are not 
afraid to experiment and like to try 
new things. some even manage to 
train in mornings for a better work 
performance essential to a metro-
politan life,” dinara Karshalova, 
an instructor at Californication 
Beauty, told The astana Times last 
year.

In december 2014, the Un Gen-
eral assembly declared June 21 
as International day of yoga. Ka-
zakhstan participated along with 
more than 190 countries last year, 
with nearly 800 yoga enthusiasts 
in almaty grabbing their mats and 
conducting various exercises. In 
the capital, more than 400 yoga 
lovers and practitioners gathered 
to engage in the discipline near 
astana Opera Theatre.
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Early 20th century merchants Left  
Indelible mark on capital’s History

By Zhazira dyussembekova

asTana – In the end of the 
19th and the beginning of the 20th 

century, merchants in akmola, as 
the town was called then, were 
not only the great-grandparents 
of today’s modern business envi-
ronment – they also left beautiful 

houses and facilities behind them. 
some of them were preserved and 
are currently being used. Residents 
and visitors can experience the 
city’s history just by taking a walk 
through astana’s right bank of the 
yessil River.

“The history of the city can be 
composed from monuments. It’s a 
pity that not many of them still ex-
ist. some of them were destroyed 
right after soviet rule started, 
some were demolished during 
the city’s development process. 
Houses and monuments can tell 
a lot about a city. Looking at the 
old buildings and new ones, we 
can tell how people lived in those 
times and how they live now. and 
the image of the city is created. I 
think that every person can have 
his own image of the city,” said 
nelli shivrina, deputy director of 
the directorate for the Preserva-
tion of monuments and sites of 
Historical and Cultural Heritage of 
the astana City akimat (adminis-
tration).

If you walk on Kenessary street, 
you can see a white building with 
a Ukrainian flag on it. It was the 
house of the merchant Vasily Ku-
brin and it was one of the biggest 
homes in akmola in those days. “It 
was built in the eclecticism style in 
1905. Before that, he used to live 
in a wooden house where now the 
Kazakh ministry of agriculture is 
located,” said shivrina.

He also built a trading house 
right next to his house, which now 
holds the astana supermarket.

“It is a very interesting building. 
I would like to say that the new 
owners of that building, which is 
a monument protected by the state, 
are looking after it very well and 
they commemorate those people 
who have built it. Inside the build-
ing there are photos that show 
those times. I think it gives a great 
feeling, that those people are not 
only occupying the building, but 
also continue those traditions,” she 
said.

next is the house of the mer-
chant silin, which is now the home 
of the Belorussian embassy.

not far from those buildings is 

a two-storey house that belonged 
to the merchant moiseyev. It has 
retained its original appearance, 
and now the building is occu-
pied by the administration of the 
hospital for veterans of the Great 
Patriotic War. moiseyev was 
one of the many merchants who 
came from Russia to the akmola 
region, which was becoming a 
trade centre. Wealthy merchants 
used to build themselves houses 
made from stone and brick in or-
der to protect themselves from 
fires. Construction of that build-
ing began in 1914 and ended in 
1918.

Right opposite that building is 
the Kazkommetsbank’s office, 
which was built in 1905, with a 
second floor added in 1986. The 
merchant Koschegulov built it and 
it was sunday school for youth.

“Koschegulov did everything 
to change things for better here. 
He organised exchange trade for 
grain, livestock. He also created 

confectionery in the city, which 
was located where Zhastar Pal-
ace is now. His factory’s pryaniks 
(cakes) were very famous in the 
region. He even supplied them to 
the Court of the Imperial majesty,” 
stated shivrina.

not many facts are known about 
the lives of those merchants. When 
the soviets came to power, many 
of them moved to other regions or 
simply disappeared – but they left 
their mark on the city they left be-
hind.

House of merchant Kubrin.

currently Embassy of Ukraine.

Trade house built by merchant Kubrin.

House of merchant Silin, currently the Belorussian Embassy.

House of merchant moiseyev. Sunday school for youth built by merchant Koschegulov. 
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The military court building that used to be the mariinskaya Gymnasium.

The Gorky State drama Theatre that used to be a gymnasium.


